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_DIRECT EXAMINATION OF PAUL MEEH BY MS. LEGETTE

swab from the rear middle seat area -- seat cushion area,

501

and=that'did match_the DNA brofile'of quuan.Charltoﬁ,-v;.:

1

The probability of fandomly selectihg'aﬁ

1

unrelated individUal‘havinq-a DNA pfofile méfching this item

isiapprbximately one in,810_sextillibn,

. Russell Smart and Brandon Lewis were. excluded-

as,cOntributors'tQ'that-item;L'
Q0 ' And as it relates to that particular swab . that

matched Tyquan Chaflton, which I believe was your_Itém

Number 2°?
. . 7 N
..A Yes;;two,‘ B
. . Y C . E - . . oy
0 ' And that was 68.2. -What is that identified as
"bei%g?‘ ' : L A . | .
| THE COﬁRf:’ Hold.on; ﬁet Hi5.answer the
quéstion. 
She’s,ééking'yoﬁ ik,thatfwésfState's Exhibit"f
T : SR -
‘ Numbér'2 ——‘sor£y,‘éxhibit number. o 'fV 
A Yes, that is cdfrect, Ahd that is deééribed gs

being swabs from thé rear middle seat cushion area.
‘BY MS. LEGETTE: |
| Q And that islbléod?

A - Coryed£'—;45r it was sﬁbﬁiﬁted as.blood..

Q’ . Submitted as blood. OkayiAfAﬁd-that maﬁéhed

quuan:Charlton?

A Coﬁrect.

501
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF PAUL MEEH BY MS. LEGETTE

1 . 'v Q Now, let's'go back £é Item Number- 69, which is
2 your‘Item,lo.l -- State's 69, your Item 10.1. You said
3 you-got no DNA from that? -

4 A No DNA’perile was developed from that.

'5 ) Q You testified eariier.about fouch DNA. As it

6 relates to a sheli,casihg, how diff}éuit or noﬁldifficult
7 is:it»po fina'téuéh,DNA on items such as shell casings?

8 A It's extremely difficultvon'shéll casings

9 because there are several factors that play inté that; 

10 N ._- jNumbér one,'shell-casingé are usually made of
11 braés; WHich dégrades DNA. 1It's erm'tHe older dynémic

12 téét. So yéuvoftén sée in gévérnment builaings'thét the

13  handles-are made of brass,‘and'that‘s SO people don't set --

14 it kills bacteria.and_dégrades DNA.

A15' ' o ‘The'second phing is that thé shell casing has
16 obviously gone through ex£reme heat-and preésure. »Th;tlall
17 dégfades bNAréS‘Well; So Ifwould ééybéne in a thousand or
18 one in two thousand shell caéings may-méke enough DNA éo'do
1191 é'profile. ’. . | R ' .
20 ; ' Q . is it.possible for 'someone to handlé-an objéct

-

21 and DNA not be found on it?

22 A - Yes, it is.

J ’ : { . S
7 23 ' MS. LEGETTE: Thank you. I have no further
24 questibns. Please answer any questions from

25 - Mru:Koger;

’
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- "CROSS EXAMINATION OF PAUL MEEH BY MR: KOGER
E . CROSS EXAMINATION
'BY MR. KOGER: . s

0 ‘h“Justfto clarify égain,-Staté;§ Exhibit 69,'the

.“cartridge~Cése;¥head stampéd'"WIN .9 mrllimeter Luger, "

/ there,wéskanpNA profile4developed;jchrect?;"‘

‘A qurébtpwsif;f“. ) .
Q  Okay. ;Ahd ypﬁldon't have any type'of DNA -

resul£$ oﬁ‘M;; fiower§ in theée repoftsy corfecﬁ?
A N6, sir. | - 2
-MR. KéGER:"ThaﬁkAyop., No. further qqest;ons;
 fHﬁ~COURT:‘Rediréct; ‘
 ;MS.~LEéETTE:”lNOne,iYour ﬁoﬁof.>{‘
.-THE.COﬁﬁ?;' As t§ fhi§ wi£pes%;
‘MSﬂ;LEGﬁTIE:  We aSk thét‘hé‘bgiéXCused,/bleése:
MR KdGER: No object;oﬁ;f' |
THE COURT: Yéu may stép:dowﬁ;' You're egcu§éd.
Leave.my'exhibits with me, take your filé as soon as
I één"getﬁthem.
’ Co@néel'abproach;
 (bff¥#He—réco£d discussion Heidg)vgﬁf
‘IﬁE;COﬁRT{“Call”your nexffwitnéés:'
’§MR.‘HOLLEN::'Staté‘calls'Jamés.Gréénr

i

Thereupon,
JAMES GREEN

‘was called as.a witnéss, having'beeh,fifst'duly sworn,

503
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CROSS EXAMINATION OF PAUL MEEH BY MR. KOGER

was examined and testified as follows:

THE EOURT:A Take a seat, méke yourself
Comfoftable; Adjust the.éhaif and microphone to your
height. ,-:‘ ) |

. Keep:y6ur fiie, but leave my.éghibitsfv
IHE'WITNESS: Yes;‘éifh{"/
: THE COURT: étate yoqﬁfﬁll name,'spéll your.lastv
name, and speék up.
THE WIINESS: James Green, G~R—E7E;N.f
THE COURT: ”Mr;_Green, because of the sound in
ﬁhisvcourfroom, yoﬁ're going to héve.to speak up; It
gges‘stféigﬁt up to the ceiling;'and’i_actually have
couftbfepofters théf;s éitting Whé;e'MOna.is sitting
;igﬁtlﬁow that teli me they'éaﬁif heéf thé‘witnéssh
evenrﬁith élmicfophone; 2 |
THE WITNESS: ' Yes, sir.
 THE COURT: So it gets biurry.;-I have'to'fgmind
.people coﬁstanply not to mﬁmbie,in thisicéurtroom._
I'm sure I wéﬁ‘t have to.do_fhat with you,AMr.lGreén.

T
up for me.

Just speék
| THE WITNESS: Yes, sir.
..THE COURT: ‘Youf;witnegé,_Couﬁsei.\%Direqt
exé'minat'i_:onT | .
'MR. HOLLEN: Thank you, Your Honor.

DIRECT EXAMINATION
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DIRECT EXAMINATION. OF JAMES GREEN' BY MR. HOLLEN ~

"BY MR.HOLLEN: - w0 0

Q ‘“‘Mf. Greeh}uwhd:do yOu‘haye'work er?'
A f'm‘emplbyédtb§{SLEDf\f:;

Q@  .And is fhat.éommpnly known as the —— well, it's

the4Sbuth'Car¢lina‘LaQfEnfbrCement”Division, SLED, .

‘correct? RV DU AL S S PRI

A ‘Yés,'sir.1
:3,Q  ~ qufioné:havélyég;béeqnﬁith,SL?D?L:‘_
A . éingé;bgne:5f;2085.  | | |
0 ) Aﬁd~didlyQUfhé;e»anyjlaWTéhforcement experieﬁcé
beﬁore yoﬁ4weﬁt;tofﬁbgkifgéjSLEﬁ?ﬁii" :
A Xe$, Sir:  I,wofkéd féf‘&f.-Pléasént poiiée
deparfment,;ETﬁaE:svliké ithofﬁﬁ:;hérlestonvfpr abOut 3

three and a*Halffyearé béfére}cdm&ﬁgfﬁo SLEQ;
Qv Andiwﬁaﬁ'departmentfdofybu-wopk’in now?
Sras et e . '

A .I'm:in forensSiciservices laboratory,.in the -

firearms department. ' .

0 Do’ you have éhy‘speciaiveducation or

qualificétioQé, traiﬁihgf.ﬁhat:aIlbw*you to:dq your'job? '

oy

‘A Yes, sir. When I was first hired to SLED I'i..

began a,fireéfﬁ:énd_tdbljﬁark cbuise'bf'instruction.,,it's

aboﬁt'three}”thféé—and—half—yéar'C6drse of instruction-

And an apprenticefstudyihg~under'céuft-qﬁalified firearms

. eXaminers, learning-to .do what :I -do now. -

- . .. oo . . B
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- DIRECT EXAMINATION,OF JAMES GREEN BY MR.: HOLLEN

0 And have you testifiéd\in State court before?

A " Yes, sir.

Q - Ever‘béen=qualified~és‘aﬁ expert in State court?

A’ Yes; sir.- ) )
g . -
Q  Approximately.how many times?
A Sixty—-two times in the State court.
0 Exactly 62 times?
‘A »'Yes;-Sir.,"

MR. HOLLEN: Ydur anor} at this time I. would
offer Mr. Green as an .expert in the area of firearms

\ .o . .
identification.- & . x0T s

THE.éQﬁRT:i Aﬁ§’objection tb-his qualifications?

MR. KOGER:»'Npiébjeétion; Yoﬁr Honor. |

THE?COﬁﬁTf}éiédies'énd.ggnt}émen”of_the ju?y;
you'll fecall'my‘éarliefwinstrﬁctions ;oncerning
expert testimony. - Thé»witnesS iquual;fied in
firearm identificdtibnl

Withoutuobjeciion, you may proceed, Solicitor.

"MR. HOLLEN:_ Thank you, Youf Hono;.~

BY MR. HOLLEN: o

frequently‘given to tesﬁfinvcriminal cases?

Q Mr. Green, what kind of evidénce are you -

A Commonly we are gi?en'firéd'bﬁllets, fired

‘cartridge cases, and occasionally firearms for testing.

“Q"  Before. we go'ény'fqrtherfﬁcan'youvdéscribe"for;

¢
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF JAMES GREEN BY MR. HOLLEN .

*

me what youfjusff?efe;fed to;_ qu ;éié'"casihgs; ﬁired$

casinés, 5ﬁlle£§:f ‘. |
V‘f; WHé#?§¥ez£héiparts'of’anbgliet‘aé you ¥~ 

how yéu identif& them? | | |

A . Excuse me. My dad.séys he's.éoing to Walmart to ;

bﬁy a“pack of bﬁllé§§;itAﬁd what.he's really référring to

iS‘aféartridge:L“A“cariridgéis a-complete.uﬁfiféd'piece}

of'ammpnipion. ;tiis'composed of the pullet progectile,

thel¢éfkridge qase,\whiéﬁ is just,simpiy nothing but a

)

container to hold the bullet/‘and,pbwdér, and the primer.’

So when a cartridgé‘is fired, you will have a fired bullet -

in a fired cartridge case. -

Q . So the part‘of'fhe bullet that is fired is the‘

actual bullet.

A_:- No.'*TheIpért thaﬁhdoes:dowd*tﬁe barrel is the
bullet,IYes. i
Q Thank you for porrecting me. .

‘Mr. Green, as you said, you tested some. ..
items .in this case; is that correct?
A Yes, sir,

Q. I'm ggianﬁo‘hand;you somejitems that‘have been =7

_marked for identification.and entered into evidence as

State's Exhibits 70.1, 70.2, 70.3, 70.4, 70.5, .6, and .7.
And I'm going to“ask if. you:recognize this.

'~ MR. HOLLEN: May_I,approacb the witness?
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF JAMES GREEN BY MR. HOLLEN

THE:COURT:v Youlmay apprqacﬁ,-‘
MR. HOLLEN: :Thankvyou; Your Honor.
A Ladies ana gentlémeh.of the“jﬁry, if you see me
lookiﬁg,at evidéncevand rolling it around in ﬁy fingers(

what I'm doing is. when we'get evidence in the firearms

. department, if it's big enough to mafki we will take a

Dreﬁel'tool-and lighf pencil‘éhd we écribe our lab number
and item’numberlénd Qur‘initials on. it. . Sq that is Qhat
I’mﬂdoing, jﬁét loéking for éhose. |

Yes, sir. Statéﬂs Exhibit 70.1 through 70.7

are the evidence items I examined.in this case.

Q All right. Agent Green, what are -- can you

i

explain to the'jury/ or to:all of us in laymanis terms,
what kind of criteria you used to examine bullets,

cartridges, that sort of thing?

A Yes, sir. Excuse me. The first thing we do

~ when we get a fired piece of ammunition, whether it is a

bullet or‘bartridge case is.we examine it to make sure it
is fired. It sounds very simple, but a lot of times we

will get stuff that is not fired. Somebody finds a bullet

\

.on the_floortwhen.we're loading up and they submit it}

say, "look to see if it's fired."

If it is fired, we will look to see if

. there'’s ‘any trace,evidénce_on'it.. Is there any possible

blood on it,'any body tissue that &id not come from the
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF .JAMES GREEN BY MR. HOLLEN

autopsy. Is there én§ wail boafd}“plastic, some kind of

,bdilding'material, basigwpaintfif it's.shot:into the wallf

T T TE i servéscany value, any value to.a_’

will deépntéminate it'orjélgan the bullet or éartridge.v
¢tasing -and examine"it. What'wéﬁarerdéing is looking for 
class characteristics.
~, - Class charactetisticsAaré‘different

characteristics; whethér,if‘sfa firingﬂﬁen'shape on a

RS

.caftridge Case; tYpe,of:preecééeAénwthé primer:... Thésé aré'

deferminéd”by the maﬁﬁfaétuféf.When they are .making the

- firearms. So they.know:that tHey.want them to have these

types of ‘characteristics.

If we have multiple items,.multiple buLlets,

as in this case, we will see~clasSucharacteristicslwill be

- the rifling'pattetns,'how many;;ands and grooves aré,in pair

¢

-oh;the’firearm. 'Ahd>the widtthéfuthose landsLand-gréqvés "

:énd thé;direétion of twigts;; This iS'going-to'bel;—'if

thése'match, one -item to the nékt;;we;willVIOOk at it
microscopically and See if wé>fihd;a'Common‘sQurCe.

Q" So diffefent make;szf différent guns use

,differenﬁ-;ifling.pétterns on the inside of a barrélgfis‘.

'ﬁhat'right?'*

- [ C s : R : _"" '))ri - » . . : -1 - "
i A Yes, sir. Somé.share commons, like six grooves, -
’ (

right~twists»is.é shared{éommon; “The.class’ _ RN I
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'DIRECT EXAMINATION‘OF JAMESAGREEN BY MR. HOLLEN

characteristics é;e common . Bdt\yhatfs not common are tbe?
individual charagté;istics! «Thosé are unique tg each.
specific firearm. It's like DNA;tb:a firearm, ér'
fiﬁgerprints. | | |

There have been.studies ﬁhat I've taken part

in where a firearm examiner does a rigor, something like a

manufacturer, in getting}conéecutivelyhmade barrels and

cdnseéﬁtivelytmade slots to see if there's any kind of -

4 ' L , L . '
carry-over to include the characteristics. Because if there

is a unique7cérfyeOVer;'itléQgpiﬁg~E@ be with tools méde:one
right éfﬁer-the other, right after thé other/'right_aftér
£he other; | ‘ )
And in those studiés_we found you can't
diffe;gntiate if you know whét ybu're looking for, to
consecutively made firearms on;those two different
charadterisfics; if the? ﬁ;u;y é£e ﬁniqﬁe to a specific ;
fireafm;gf | B |
- Q. f'fﬁénk you, Mr. Gfeea.f
In this'caSeL‘wére you able to make an?
find}ngs'on-the'itémé tha£ you-wefe,pfovided?-'
‘ A Excuse me, yes;vsir. .

»Q« . Can you, referring to .the State's exhibit.

number, give us some informétiOn;about what your findings

were in this case?

A Yes, sir. State's Exhibit 70.1 was a fired
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» DIRECT EXAMINATION OF JAMES GREEN BY MR. HOLLEN

" bullet.

jacket .

Q

between’ a bullet and a bullet jacket7 »“;{ - 4%”3

A .

R P . ,

‘Ahd;State's Ekhfbitﬁ7o;7’iS“ayfired’bullet e

(

-And can.you tell us‘what'is thejdifference

- about it,llke M&Ms, everybody‘lrkes M&Ms, you got the

chocolate’inside, and youagot the candy coating shell;:f

coating,

Moving_toﬂthe bullets now;: The bullet is

' candy coatihg. You see, the bullet jacket is the candy

‘.

iandjthe core ls'the shell. If’you take anAM&M'a

throw it on<the'floor) part- of the candy coating Will'fal

off break off. It'swthe;Same thing wrth*bullets.f If:th

hit somethlng hard enough the jacket Wlll separate

So State s. Exhlblt 70 was the bullet It

a little damaged but lt 's Stlll the bullet 70. l,;‘And,'

,bullet.

.’Q‘

where it states EXhlblt 70 l

the eyidencellogfin sheets,' I"have no direct knowledge.

"A

Q- Qkayi‘fAhd‘State's;Item 70272

g State s Exhlblt 70 7 is just the jacket portlon of the s

" Do you’haye any'informatfon in your report abou

May L- look at my report9

When you have aﬁjacketed bullet, if;you thlhk:'f“

the .

nd

b

1

ey

was.

[

t

or from whom it was removed?

iBased'on the 1nformatiohgprovided'to'meyon\:

o

Sit sayS'it;was‘collected4frOm*BrandonfLeWis.

o7

It was colleCted:froﬁiuhder‘the“rear;paSSenger.

“511
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF JAMES GREEN BY MR.. HOLLEN

seat.1

.Q  And YOu.wére.ablé'to/méke a finding about thoSé
two items? |

A ¥e$ﬁ,§ir. State;s‘Exhibit 70.1.and 70.7 were -
bbth fired by?£he same firéarm. | |
) Wére‘gd;'wefe able to-determihe‘thét;those Were
the same firégrm?

A "Yes, sir.

O Did you examire ‘State's Exhibits 70.2, 70.3 --

Just those two?

A State's Exhibit 70.2 and 70.3, yes, sir, I did.
" Q And what.are those items? .
A State's Exhibit 70,2 is a fired bullet. And

State's Exhibit 70.3 is also a fired bullet.

Q Where did -- do you have information in your
report about where Stape‘s'70;2 and 70.3.Came»from?'”

A~ State's Exhibit 70.2 is.listed from

<

Russell Smart, and 70.3 was from fhe trunk of the vehicle.
Q ' And as far as a specific firearm, were you able-

to make any findings on those two items? .-

A - No, sir. State's Exhibit 70.2 and 70.3, they

- were somewhét fdirly damaged, and the markings on them

were not -- the individual markings, -they. were

I

inSuffigient to make.a définitive;call;i,So it was an -

{

inconclusive answer, which .is a fancy}wdrd]for, "T don't

512
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF JAMES GREEN BY MR. HOLLEN

v'kl’lO‘W'."' o o . . . : e r

They share the same class”characteristics as

'Staﬁe‘s Exhibits 70.1 and 70.7. They very well could have

been fiféd by £he same fiféarm, but I.was,unable to ﬁell
that due t¢<aaﬁage and3iinéér.marké.

‘QA[. Qkay. There wéré,a coupie‘of che£ items in,.
this case‘tbat YOu"looked!ét;Ais.thét chrecf?

A ,ers,iSirf | ‘

o WnaﬁfAbout Staﬁé;s-70.5{ana 70.62 .

A Okay. ~étate;énﬁghibit 70;5, yoﬁ prbbably can't

L.

even see it. It is a little tiny speck of a piece of

.metal} and>it looks likefa‘part of a copper .jacket frbm a

bullet.' Like, that candy coated shell.” But it is so

small, it didn't even regiSter onh my balance -- or my

scale,‘to g;vefme a Weightp‘ Itvweighed less than .02
gfainé, and it waérnothing'r—iavpenny weighs, 40 graméf»so
it.weighs‘less‘thén oﬁé;@f?m. It's juSt“avlittle.tih§‘l
piece of'gomething. 'And;i was- able to dééermine if it was
a bullet fragment-—f'that caﬁé from éémepléce.h |
.Sta£eﬂs Exhibit'70.6, the slide as wei%,
itﬂ; just-é‘sméli4to4lodk;éf}Crack,naﬁd‘it was
inconclusiVe‘with‘the bﬁheréf‘ ;t'céuld have beén fiéed'gy

the same guh as 70.1 casihg, Statefs Exhibit 70.7, or it

A L

could have been ajdifféfent;fifearm. Tt was just too

‘damaged and’too small to test.



514

10

11

12

,13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

DIRECT EXAMINATION OF JAMES GREEN BY MR. HOLLEN

Q Okay.  So.70.5 and 70;6 are*simply'too small to

test?

A Yes, sir.
'Ql What. about 70.4?

A State's Exhibit 70.4 is a fired .9 millimeter

Luger caliber cartridge case. It has the same caliber as

State's Exhibit 70.1, 70.2; 70.3, 70.7. It's the same

caliber, all .9 millimeter Luger. But this is the only

fired cartridge case that I received 'in this case.

Q And so YOu can't say if that was containing one

- of those fired projectiles?

Pastl N .
A Correct. It was. just a fired cartridge case.
Q- ,Wefe.all of the.itemsvyou'lodked'at'consisteﬁt'

- with one another as far as céliber?‘

A On those, I can'tvtell‘the caliber. - State's
Exhibit 70.1, 70.2, 70.3, and 70.7 were all consistent
with .9 millimeter\Luger<c§liberi | |

Q Okéy;l So it is é»;é millimetef Luger‘calibef
cartridge or —= | | |
A Yesp'sirh

1

Q Okay." Were you able to make any other

- determinations:in your expert opinion given the

\
~

characteristics of theAbullet? You said, rifling and
right or left .twists;.is that correct?

A Yes, sir.

514
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF JAMES GREEN BY MR. HOLLEN - -

Q Did those; or' do thoseAcharaCteristics match

~certain firearms?

A ‘.Yés,;sig,‘:Whenvé~fiféarms ekéﬁinér'—:~e20ﬁsé
mé, fireérmsimanufacture is makihg a fiféérm, they
actual;y haﬁé;to‘provide*phe.rifiing.spegificapiénS'ﬁo-Ehet
FBI and'the.ATFi They keep a running Tist of'thdée.'

For instance, for éuch'as'this, where‘a

fireafm examiner;like'Myéelf gets a fired bulletygfiréd

bullets, we can take’ the widthipf,the rifiing, a¢cdfding to

the grooVés, the dirgéfioq-qf‘théwtwist,_ahd'thé}daliber,
and:plug thét into‘éiéémputé; program’theyAgiVe Qé} and tﬁat
wilirspit ouﬁ_the.listkor pré&ide'ué.with\é listsqf:péséible>
fifearms thatfwe knéW'offthaﬁlha§é r;flihgf3§eéifiéétioh$ ;
like those éXhibited'oﬁ that fireafm. E |

| Wé, initurh,jgive thét l;;tvto*theféémé.

agéncy, or .the inVestigaﬁing,agency7.if itjs not tdo‘large;

‘BeCausestmétimes I”got 1lik& a nine-page list, and that's:

o

But if 'it's a'relatively small liSf} like "

". this one,. we will provide that to thehagehCy saying, "If_you .

are lqoking for a fiféarm,'you'may wantwtO»startilpokiﬁgT
under these categories."

Q- . ~Okay., Agagn; Ih your}expert_épinion, Mr;?Greeﬁ,”*; S

the list of firearms that thosé:projectiles/ the'cartridge

caéing,'éouldfhavéidome-from/(are they more likely an
ST SR b B
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF

!

 JAMES GREEN BY MR. HOLLEN
r .. ’

automatic or a revolver? Andnlét me.back’up.A
~Can you explain'tﬁe differénée between

thésé twb;for’us?:' |

A Yes. A revolvef, if you have ever watchéd an
old westefn ﬁ6yié; Qf heard sgmébody talk about a sixfgun
or ‘a whéelugun,bit's ; firearm desigﬁed Witg mui£iple
chambefs in thé:cylinder;"Andehen you pull the trigger,
thé4gun:aoéé‘£he Qérk'for_you.iult rotates_thé cylinaer,
the'gUn goeé'off; " The trigger then empties the next -
cylipderk_théqgun go;é off,.a:oundluntil>you run'out,of
ammuniﬁionﬁvzlt.can be five shdté; six s%ots;‘some nine
shots. |

| rf.‘fhéy aii"havélmdltiple chambers and when youi

fire it, theﬂcartridge'case is not ejected. It stays in the

gun‘qﬁtil‘YOu open the chamber and eject yourself.

An autométib biSfol is‘like~therpolice)and
military carry now. It has a-magaZine{‘AYéu load the
carfridge in:the magaiine;fload the piétél,:puli thé slide _
back, and~gd forwardT It loads the Cartridges into the
trigger, itlextracts,lejects; goes fofward, keepé‘shooﬁing
unE?l ?ou runfoutvofiammuhition,“ﬁntil yép>sﬁ6t, )

Once again, a pistol has bne chamber, and- you

~ e . . .-,. L .
fire it. If it's working properly, the cartridge case will

- be extracted énd'expelled.of éxpélled,

Q }Ahd I don't waht to get into specifics, but in
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF JAMES GREEN BY MR. HOLLEN

Y

general, back to:the qpestioﬁ}i;QSked,béf¢;e, what is your

. T ) ‘(ﬂf; P ’5ﬁéﬂp‘h - - T L
opinion on whether 'these itemscwere 'fired from a revolver

an automatic weapon? .

A IiCanYtkSay er surezhbécause,f'don!t‘have'the

gun,'but judgingUby the Chafacfgristics on Itéms'70,4 or

'Sﬁatéas-Exhibit-76;4)i£ﬁa§3Wandefiﬁitely“fifédfffom a

¥

" pistol, baséd:on'the7Cartrid§eﬁrésting in my'haﬁd;,n

- The bullets Ydﬁiéén.lbok at, fragments;,the:

list,I gave, itfs about.99;9"9erpent semi—autcmaticlpistbl,

A

with what T was actually provided.: -

19

20
21
22

23‘;qgeneral‘ruléﬁphathHén éﬁcéftfidge.case i$$extr5btéd,and o

24

25 ’

where does that aﬁtomatic weapon spit out‘the~caSiﬁg?v'

Q . :So-it-would be unusual, in your opinion, for a

_bullep Withrthose‘chéracteriéﬁj&s to havé beeh{fired.byla.

revolver? - < . . an

A Yes,,sir. °
. . B St : ' |

‘. .‘ " Toeim T ‘ - ".”“‘ ﬁs .‘:\ ‘. ‘r‘. ! . ‘4 - . B
0 All- right. - Let"s" talk about typical ejection -

patterns. Now, you said thatfénfautomatic weapon éjects .

the cartridge out; is that“right?

e
A - Yes, sir.’" "

Q 'Whét?ié;iin géneféLjfﬁhé}jJTWHat“dfréctioh and

A FirSt;mthat is'ﬁot_a'test.ﬁhat*we do at SLED

Dbecause all'of;thé-vériancés'invdlved."Bﬁtﬁit'has:é very

t

"ejected} gengraliydit“will'gdibéckAand to thé*fight.'_

- Q . 'So the gun is pointed in a certain direction,”

~ M,

517
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. d

1 the cartridge, ;Svgéing to go back and to the right, in

. 2 general? .
3 | -A Yéé,.sir.
4 . MR.:HOLLEﬁ: _The éoﬁrt's;indulgenCe, Your anor.
.5 s | R o (PauseL)“,g K
6 MR- HlQLvLEN:: Mr Green :‘_1.-4don't--hé‘\}’¢ ah&t&li_ngr
7 fur£hér.f'Pléasé answer énythiﬁg Mr. Koger héé. |
8 L THE COURT: ACr§Sébe%amination.
9 f ':- o CRdSS:EXAM;NATION
10 BY MR. KOGER: R
il o Q ’But;'Mr.iéfeénh és.far'as yqﬁr answériﬁo.the
12 last.éueétion,_;baCk and téﬁthe figﬁt,"'thére.aisq‘havgﬂ
13 been studies cqndﬁcted fhé£ééhoﬁ‘thét‘bullets can\bé
. . . e [ : . -
.L © 14 gjected in othé;jdirécfigﬁsf'édfrect?
15 - A Iﬁﬁ‘serf.' Séy §haé‘é§ain. ”V
16 ‘ '<,Q  I saidL‘there aré gt?dieé.out therexthat shows

17 that‘thatfs’just a generalvppémise»about back and to the

18 ° Tright. 'There,have beén.studieS'outTthere that show that

19 -cartridges;cén1¥7 can'be'éjeétéd in‘othér directions,v
20 - correct? : . 1 = o .
21 A Oh, yés, sir. It's a very general. Back and to

22 the right is'véry general.

23 ) "Okayé'fAil;rightj vAna'ydu are -=— 1 justiwant to
24 clarify, you was. not given a, gun to.do any cémparison

25 with, correct? -
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CROSS EXAMINATION OF JAMES GREEN BY MR.]KOGER H, ' ’
A That'swdérrect}-

Q vAlefiéht; _And”asiyéﬁfjﬁéﬁ.testifieaftg} yoﬁ

‘can't be for ‘'sure because you didn't get a gun to Compare;

correct?
A Correctyu
Q“:, So youidid thzreceiVeJa'gun inuthiS'Case, to -
kv!

N\

A \No. All T received was State's Exhibit 70.1

through State‘lexhibit 70.7. -
Q . "Okay. And as a matter of fact, yoﬁgcanngt

conclusively state  that another gun that -- or .two guns

were not involved in this case, can you?
. v 3 Sr -

A .That's correct. ‘
i 0. Okay..: NbW}_gnd'youfalso said here, the..9

‘millimeter Ludeﬁjwthat isfacﬁuaily you.mentioned’ that you

B DT o . ’ o
- receive a hit or something; and you came back -with some

otﬁer fireafms,,coffebt, for'é .9 millimeter Luger?

-A‘ : Eiké:l“é%ia} wéll, wﬁgnnl put the rifling'
specifiéationé iﬁt6'the.GRQ1é£Ogram.the fBI pngided to
us, that istﬁhere‘tﬁe list and the report éame ffom.

Ql, So_basicaliy, evidehce_in this case,"qrvthe‘on¢' v

you identified, goes_béck\to 62. different brands of ,9v

v

millimeter’ Lugers, right?.

A That*shére.thpée Speéifications, &es, sir..
Q Qkayl And that 'is in your report?. . .

U
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CROSS EXAMINATION OF JAMES GREEN BY MR. KOGER

A Yes, sir.-

. MR. KééER;‘,Thénk you;.iNo furthéf questions.
THE COURT: Redirect:,- 4
MR. HQLLEN? Noéhing'further, Your Honor.
THE chR:: As to this witness. -
MR..HOLLEN: I'm'goingféo ésk-that hgibé
eXcﬁsed.:: |
THE COURT: Any objection,‘Mr: Koge%?v
MR KéGER: No objecﬁions, Your Honor.
THE COURT: Mr. Green, leaye,my exhibits‘for the
court repdrter; Make/suré She‘geté all bf ﬁhem; You
get your file,-and‘you are excused from ﬁhe,trial of
this cgée;x You may leave the courtroom.
THE WITNESS: Thank yéﬁ, sir.
THE COURT: Thank yoﬁ §ery;much{._7
Madém Forepérsoﬁ; ladies.and gentlemeh of the
jury, we will stop at this‘poiht“so youléan have your

delicious lunch, which will be served to you. Please

/

do not,diséﬁss this case 'during lunch,: you haven't

heard all the evidence in. this case. And I'1l get

backfwith,yoﬁ after I know that you have all had a

I .
A

chance to have lunch and také'a break.-.

Please.retire to your]jgry room at thiS-time.

(The Jufy_exits‘the courtroom ét‘lzdl p.m.)

THE COURT: Counsel approach.
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CROSS EXAMINATION OF JAMES ‘GREEN BY MR. KOGER |

(Off-the-record discussion held.)

(Ldndh rece8s{hyj§“

. THE

‘MS.

- THE

. MR.

'THE

’KOGERQ( Yesf’YOur Honor;:

ORI CoE

COURT: State ready to-proceed?

LEGETTE: * Yes, Your Honor. -

\COURT:-:Déféﬁdaﬁt,ready;toférdceed?,¢x S

COURT: All right: Counsel, it's my

N N

undefstabding ﬁhatfyou}haVe.agreed-On sqme_SOrt of 

stipuﬁétion; -

MS.
. THE

jury?

MR.,"“‘

V'THE

: MS.

MS.

R A
- £

B .

.LEGETTE : That‘s;correct} Your Honor.

COURT: Db~ypu want to publish it to thev

aord

‘KOGERfﬂ'Ye§3fXOur Honor.

LEGETTE: 'Yes, Your Honor.

N

‘COURT: What is- the stipulation?

LEGETTE: .That the Ttem Number-7, which is .

_ the ‘bullet removed from Brandon Lewis --—

| THE
4 MSf

< 'THE

.

MS.

belie&e it's —— -

. “THE

‘COURT: Ttém Number. —-

exhibit number.-

s

LEGETTE: - ‘Seveh. -

COURTT{“DGh{tLgive me,an;ifém,,just,an ‘g

LEGETTE: - Beg the Court's indulgence. I

~

COURT:“Itém$ a;en"t in, evidence; exhibits

are. 7fhat:iS,why4ifmake_SLEQ agehﬁé define -- they

521

521
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STIPULATION PUBLISHED

love to usévtheif'ifém{numbers}
'MS;ALEGETIE: The'étaté‘is”ready; Your Hondr.
The»stié@latidps are that Staté’s Exhibit Number
70.1 is:a:bulLet:tHat was]removéd from.the left arm

L

of Brandon Lawrence. Lewis and thereafter examined at

'SLED by Agent Green. That State's ExHibit. Number

70.2 is,the bullet removed Russell Smart and
thereafter éxaminedrby;Agent Green. ;Andvthen that
State's Exhibit-- wéll, SLED ‘Item Number 60 was the

L . ) . . :
blood standard of Russell Smart, but it was dried by

Betty Butler from SLED and turned into State's

Exhibit Nﬁmber 66 and'theh delivered to Forensic

. Anaiysﬁ Paul Meeh of SLED.. And that the chain of

custody on SLED items -admitted during the trial of
this case are:intact.

THE COURT:. .Aren't they already in, evidence,

each one of. these .exhibits?’

MS. LEGETTE: 'Ihey‘éré; Your' Honor, but we Just
stipulated to the chain of ‘custody because we didn't
have the doctor comefdQWn:from Augusta or any of the
THE COURT: Well, we put on the. record at the .

beginning of this case that there was'do objection to

s

 the>chain of custody.

» ) ’

\

MS.' LEGETTE: .We did, Your, Honor.:
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.. ...~ STIPULATION PUBLISHED '

" THE COURT: .Do youfWant ~— Jjust tellume,Adotyouu

wantfﬁhefﬁufymté‘be_;pfbrmed offthét? ‘Is that the

purpose of fhis;étipulation? :

TMS . LEGETTEi:’P;etgj much, Your Honor, that the

P

because we di@ﬁ't‘havg"a doctor testify that he took

L ~J

it out of his'arm.-.So, more or less, it was simply a

way of céveringvall'Of our steps..
THE COURT:. And with that --
'MS. LEGETTE: The State would rest.

THE COURT: And is’ the Defendant going_to‘put-up

. any evidence? . o LED

-MR..KOGER: No, Ydur,Honqr.

- ‘,iTHE COURI;) Ailﬁfigﬁt."Then I'm gOing to bring_'

the Jjury back'and'let:ygu publish the stipulation.

"Bring us fhe'jury;”M;L Freddy.
lf(The'Jury entersmﬁhe courtroom..)

:THE-COURT;:'MadamﬁForéperspn,lmembers of ﬁhe -

qury;1We wiil,héw contiﬁpe'with the testimony ingt@e‘

trial 'of this.caSe:A
© .Solicitors: .

~'MS." LEGETTE: -’ Thank you, Your Honor. -At this -

—

time, Youp'anQp, the-Staté‘offérs Court's Exhibit

Number}6ﬁas a“é§ipplétioniih the case of State versus '

Lapéfié Flowers. -_"‘,,' L . ' .
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STIPULATION PUBLISHED
‘ L ,

. The State of South Carolina,‘by and through the

undersigned attorneys, Tameaka A. Legette and

Brian Hollen, and Defendant Laparis S.'Flowers,
individually andlthrough,hls‘counsel of record,
Joshua‘Kogery Junior,_herebyfagree and stlpulate as
follows: That State's Exhibit_Number 70.1 is the
bullet that was removedvfrom"the'left arm of Brandon
Lawrenoe Lewils andlthereafter examined at:SLED by
Spe01al Agent Jamle Green ';' |

That State S Exhlblt Number 70. 2 is a bullet

‘that was removed from.the body of Russell Smart and

thereafter’examined at. SLED by Special Agent

‘~,§amie Green

That the blood standard of Russell Smart, dried

by Betty Butler of SLED and turned into State's

v 4Exhibit Number~66 which was~then delivered to

forens1c analyst Paul Meeh of SLED
That the chaln of custody on SLED 1tems admitted
during’the‘trial of thlsfoaSe are”lntact, |
.Signed‘thisday.by Laoaris S.fflowers,

Joshua KOger, Junlor, attorney for Defendant,

Tameaka A. Legette and Brlan Hollen

524

- THE COURTrt Mr. Koger, has the State‘adequately

publlshedfthe'stipulatiOn to which you and your
client agree?
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STIPULATION PUBLISHED

" MR. KOGER: Yes,'Yéur Honof.f
o ijE<COURT: Ladies and géntlemen of thevjury,

you will have the witness stipulation in your jury

 _Ms. LEGEITEEA-ItfiL béQEOurt's_Exhibit'Numbéﬁj6,
‘yoﬁeronor.l:.A | | :
~ THE COURT: Aré yoﬁ wanting it ——vwell, as a
Coﬁrt“s éxhibit.normally; Qoﬁ wanting the exﬁibit»to
. go tb the jury? - | |
“ AMéi LEGETTE;G;Yes;i¥ohr_Hono£; 'We'fe.marﬁing it
:as é£ate;s Eghibif‘ﬁu$be?'4— ‘ ,
THE CQURT:"Yoﬁ agfee ;t‘s Court's Exhibit
..Numbef 6; is that right?; 

MS. LEGETTE: Yes, Your Honor. We can remark it

. as’ State's Exhibit Number 87.

.AgIHE'COURT: .All‘fiéhtLi Remarked as Staté{giaﬁ
té.géltoutheujury} ié tﬁaﬁiqorréct,_Mr. Kogef?.:
~ MR.:KOGER:"That's'corfeét, Your Honor.'v
‘IHE CQURT:IHYouill‘have it'in your Jjury rosmﬂ

with you, and the stipulation and the agreement, it's

an understanding’thaﬁ both sides agree it's not.

525

: ’ . AT L f_ . ‘._ '.‘H ) )
necessary to_provejthe'faCt, that they have agreed on .

l7it.f And that's the purpose for‘the Stipulatibn,

.-‘frather_thah'ybu.havingﬂtorhear testimony in,drder'tp

conclude that fact, .they agree that the_fact.ié true.

525
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STIPULATION PUBLISHED

You will have the written’étipulation with you in
your jury room.
( Whereupan 5 tate's Exh/b/f No(s) 87 ma/'ked for ‘
/a’enf/f/caf/on and reces ved in ewdence )
.THE- COURT: Call your next witness.

. - .
MS. LEGETTE: The State rests-at this time,

‘"Your Honor.

THE COURT: Any there any matters of law that I
need to take up at this time?
MR. KOGER: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Madam Foréperson, ladies and

_gentlémen of the jury;~f'm going>to ask you to go to

your jury -room. Please don't.discuss this case. . You
havan't heard all the evi?encé; You‘haven't heard |
the arguments of the attorneys, my charge on the law.
I m probably going to be able to get you ‘home early‘
thrs afternoon. We probably won 't finish untll in J
the'morning; I have somevmatters bfjlaw that I hava:
to Eake up. | |

I'1l let you‘knowvafter I take up the matters --
rhey are going to take‘a>while, I'm not going to let
yoa sit rn'the jury’room,and'be ;ate-getting home:
roﬁighr, because itfs QOingrto take éeyara}'hguraftq

db the‘argument and charge. “And I'don'tlwant that to

- happen to you.

526
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527
" STATE RESTS. .
'So ‘please go £onyour3jury room, let me take up
some matterstof.law) and'I'll be back‘with you just
.Q1 (fhe-Jury éxitSJthejcouktrodmfat‘2513 p.m.) .
- Yo ' k . - A
' THE COURT: Mr.. Koger: = '
" MR. KOGER: Yduf Honor, may it please the Court. |

THE COURT: Come “forward to the Bench, Come

forward.

MR. KOGER: - Yés, sir.
May ‘it please the Court. 'At this time, I would
. L : [ L. . E . = ; > . g

R , IR o L
ask for a directed verdict-on all the charges on -

béhalf'of my client, Laparis Flowers. The‘Staté has

-~

" not s?t‘forth sufficient evidence to warrant this

case to be submitted to a-jury.
.. "THE "COURT: "Solicitor, come forward.

1

 MS. LEGETTE: . Thank you, Your Homor.

Thank yoﬁ, Youf‘Hohori-uI would: respect fully” ask -

the Court to deny ‘the motion for directed verdict:

'The State has met its burden; Your Honor. And when:

the Court is ruling on a Motion for DireCtedQVerdiét,.”
) N 5.-- . . . . . -

‘as the Court is well :aware, the Court is conéerned“»

pl

" with the. exhibits of evidence and'notvits3Weighf. '

" 'In.this case, Your. Honor, we have several « '

‘witnesses who have testified about the murder. charge

ipself, with regards tQ.the;date of when the'incident

527
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MOTION BY DEFENSE

.occurred at, I believe;it‘waé Barton Road, at
Pinewdod;Apartments, as-well as the identification of

the individual who committed the murder.

’ We have testimony of Jarrell Murray, who

testified and identified Laparis Flowers, as being:

the person who he saw open'fire on the car he was

sitting in among with'Russell Smart, Brandon Lewis,

' I
and Tyquan Charlton. -

528

‘iHe indicated that hé heard severalnshots>before'_

herumped out and ran,,and hedactually'was able to

In addition, YourVHonOr, and that'goes as far as

~the murder is concerned, as well as the attempted

murder on Jarrell Murray's life; given that there

.were several shots that were actually fired.

With regards.to identification’ from quuan

' Charltbn, Iyquan Charlton also testified'that he

. . . o ’ ‘\ :
actually knew Laparis Flowers previously, that he was

able .to see him, dbservé,him pull -up neXt'to the car

"and open fire.. He also heard several shots.

Additionally, he indicatedAhe knew Laparis
Eloﬁers previously. He~alSofrecognized Laparis
figweis's‘Voice. | |

He, himseif, was‘shot.in the jaw._ Yoﬁ heérd’-4

testimpny from, I believe it was, Lish Sabb, from
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MOTTON, BY’ DEFENSE . -

”AEMS, who talked aboutlhow,emergent hiskcondition was, -

s

,_,.

‘how his heart stopped on the way to ——iln ‘the

-{transport to MCG 1niAugust

Addltlonally,,Dr Fornari’came.intO'the

courtroom and,teStifiedfthat-quuan_Charlton had been

‘ shot in:the'jan_andfthat.his condition'was”critical;;

'He stablllzed hlm and then sent him to a trauma unlt

t

Also;“Mr Charlton testlfled that hlS condltlon,
—al T3 ‘

‘in his neck and was.crushed up;“/And if he moves

-“1mproperly at. sometlme he mlght become paralyzed

Addltlonally,;Mr Charlton testlfled about there

o ybeing several;persons'rnathe.carr.lncludlng Russell

AN

".meart;‘whojWas}the;drryeryfasiwellcasjdarrelltMurrayg

-

~who wasAinside:theﬁcar'on:the passenger-sideﬁ'front
'qpassenger side,'as well as himself: being on the back

passenger-Side,‘anderandon LawrencefLewis being

. The bullet that actually shot quuan Charlton

3 had come by Jarrell Murray ——_I m sorry %— by Brandonb

Lawrence Lew1s and hlt quuan Charlton in the jaw

Addltlonally,_you heard testlmony from,'I

-

'

~-belleve it was’ Brandon Lawrence Lewrs; who talked

!

";\about the eplsode leadlng up to the Plnewood

Apartments 1nc1dent and what happened thereafter

'?
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. . MOTION BY DEFENSE

He talked about. how once-- once he was shot he

“told Russell, "Man, I,havé been hit, pﬁll off, pull
off." And Russell was able to tell him, "I have been

hit;7too."

{ And then4Russellibegan to drive away very

slowly.

Based on that, Your‘Hondr, he also talked about

'howithéfefﬁas quuan Ch§rlton sitting beside him, and
that Jarrell Murréyvhadfbeen’in the . front passenger

.seat. He talked about how Russell Smart drove away

slowly,'about'five mileé per hour, and then swerved

into a.yard., He;jumﬁed out and he ‘ran because he

.believedisdméoneVmighp be: coming. after him. He

,didn’ﬁ’know<Wher§ ﬁhe~persons,were,

Your Honor, given the‘factvthaf there were
several bullets fired, he didn't know how many

bullets were fired, but .there.were several fired

’

- 'obviously, as testified to by the crime scene agent.

. .'She indicated thefe were four defects. to the

‘actual vehicle itself, including the projectiles she

was able,ﬁo retrieve;from the V¢hicle,nthe fragment .

“and decor, -as welL as<the‘projectile in the trunk, as

well as the otherAprojegtiles that were recovered

from the arm of Brandon Lawrence Lewis who was

3

\

530

tréatedﬁat,the:hospital,?as‘Well as the bullet taken



10

11

12

13

14
15
16

17

18"

.19

© 20

21

22

2300

24

25

Allendale'Pdlice Department,’Who indicated that

-53?531

v

*- . MOTION BY DEFENSE

~.Qut of the Ieft'4—’right lung of Ruésell_Smart.\ﬁ

Accordihg_to'crime.sééne;Zas well a§‘Dr.}iaﬁicé
Ross, thé‘bulleté’wereiﬁoving from»ieft té fight} and
they”were C5ming;écrosS ﬁwe car.  | |

-:They we;e~movipg’l¢ft't§ rigﬁtlvéhd they'noﬁ
only hit Russell Smart and killed him, they also hit
Branaon,Lawrence LeWis;‘hit him‘infthe arm énd weﬁt
across to hi£ quﬁan Charlton, néafiy killing him'ahd
very likely-aﬁd very easiiy couid have killed Jarrell
Murray‘if hé.had'nét been iucky enough'to jump‘out |
and rﬁgr | |

You also heard.from Captain Manor of the

Mr Bréndbn,Lewis told him who shbt‘him,,thefperson o

~idehtified7as Laparis Flowers,, or Pat Pat.. He then

got -- let's see\—fﬁLieutenant;Matt Brown to éome and .

-see Brandon Lawrence Lewis. Brandon Lawrence Lewis -
) N . L i ] e

then told Lieutenant Matt Brown,the’samé thihg-ih'

front of Captéin Maﬁdr as well as Special:AQént‘Jeff

-

Croft. .He told him it was Laparis Flowers, he

identified Lapafis.Flowers as beinggthe‘pefspn:whd-
opened fire on. them and shot them. .. - .A;‘w]

Additibhally('Brandon Lawrence LeWis'wasuablé to |-

pick Mr. Laparis Flowers out of‘a\photo line—upni

" indicating he had knowh him for some timeﬂ
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MOTION BY DEFENSE

"He also indicated there was Tyquan Charlton's

. identification of Mr. Laparis Flowers as the person,

who was doing the shooting. And there was

Mr. Jarrell Murray idehtificatidn photo line-up of

532

Mr. Laparis Flowers as the person doing the shooting.:

We also heard testimony about there being a

vehicle, the white Alero that Mr. Laparis Flowers was

known to drive, identified as driving, and_ﬁhag

vehicle had GSR in that vehicle on the steefing

wheel, on the gear'shift.

- You heard testimony that the white Alero is,

. according to Tyquan Charlton, was a white Alero that

Mr: Laparis Flowers was driving when he rolled upbon
them. According to Tyler Sturkie from GSR trace -

evidence of-SLED, GSR can get on aniinanimate object

~from being in the vicinity of where a gun was‘fifed,'

or from é persoﬁ'who‘firéd'a gun receﬁtly or’Has'GSR 

on théir<hands, transferring'it'to thé aéﬁual vehiéle

itself. o |
vAnd~youialso heard frdm‘Dr; Jénice)Rés% thét ¥

RuSsell Smart, his manner of death was homicide, - and

"his cause of death was exsanguination due-to a

gunshot- wound from his left arm, cutting through his

chest, cutting the aorta and goiﬁg'into his right

lung, which caused the actual murder of
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.- MOTION ‘BY DEFENSE © .
Mr.'Rﬁssell Smart.. .«
Théreafter,iYoﬁr Hohor, given the fact that all
theiwifhesses who téStified, Jarrell Murray and I
belieye~it:wasyquuan'Charltbb, didﬁ{t see:anané o

elsé in the vehicle aside\frbthapgris'Fiowers.
B T AU -
 "AcCordipg to the. firearms expert, while he could

o

-, not. identify all the_projébtiles~§s being from the
'séme'gun, they.were inconclusive'dﬁéVtofdamage, it is.

very likely that they could have been -fired:by the

same firearm. However; we don't have-a firearm to
compare them to. = P S

" With. régards.to theiposseésiéhlgf;wéapﬁn;dqring

" the commission of:a violent crime, Your Honor, there

wé§e5fouf'projeCtiies in —— fopr'prOjéctilés or four
defects’ found in the car of RuSséli.Smart;' There

werezsevéral fragments found in the car, along with a

prOjectilé,in the. trunk as'welllasfafprbjectilelin

- the arm of Ruséellmeart, a‘pfojectile -- sorry —-- in

, the;éhe$t:bvaussell Smart, pﬁojegtile in-the arm of

Brandon Lewis. -

"And;£hough wéldidfhéfoindﬂaﬁ actual firearm, we

. . ; C L . o o .
had witnesSes'testify that LapariS'Flowers, they

aétdallyﬁsaw the gun, séwﬂhim operr fire, and that he

had a weapon, and'tﬂat heldid'ditharge'this causing

them their injuries. °

533 .
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MOTION BY DEFENSE.

So, Your Honor, 'we believe we have sustained our

N

. burden “in ‘this case. We would ask the Court to deny

" the Motion for Directed Verdiqt. The venue in this .

matteér is'Allendale.CQﬁnty, we. have proved that -
- N v . B ’ . ) . !
; ‘

th;ough SGVQ;a; Witpesses over;sg?eral days.

| AS fof'théfe béing a speéiﬁic}inﬁént.tg kill,
Your Hongr; he did bpen - accérdingrto withesses, he
openearfiréion thé(vehiclé[ fifiné at least four
Shotst

- It could haVe been“moﬁe‘shots, but. there were at

‘least four shots. -One of those shots did kill the

have killéd:Jarrell,Murray,:éhq:also ¢ould have

' killed quuanibharlton. His condition -was emergent,
. as téstified to by Dr. Fornari, .and EMS worker, Lish
. Sabb, as Well'as Brandon LaWrenge Lewis. He also-

_sustained-a gunshot wound -to the left arm.

534

fif§t‘§arget,'Mr.;Rﬁssell>Smart/ very likely could

_'However, unlike Russell'Smart, hé had a Ieft arm

shot. as well, it . could have eaéilyftraveléd through

his'léft'arm into hiS-leftﬂchest into his right chest

_and thereby killed him as well. -

-.So, Your Honor, we believe that we(havé
sustaiped.oufjburden and ask the Court respectfully

to deny the Motion for;Dirééted Verdict and send this

matter-to the jury. -
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.MoIIoN‘sY_nsﬁﬁNsﬁ SRS . . '

?EHE ébbﬁTﬁ _Thank you
‘Mr.*Koger; your Motlon for Dlrected Verdlct you
. understand that I m,requlred to apply.the:eXlstence_;ﬂ
or nonfexistence-orieyidence at‘this'stage; - Your
_ motion rs:respectfuiiyjdenied. séaéearéa,.caunséi.
And I'm g01ng to ask you now, Solicrtor‘and‘
r»er;-Koger; to approach the bench
Approach the bench-—f‘not the Clerk' s bench -hi,
-Court s. bench ' |
v.:(Ofthhe—recordwdrscussion‘heid.)ﬁ
hTHéléOURI:r:ALIYright!_-Mr1~Koger,fWould“you ana'
| Mre Fiowe¢Sv¢¢m;'é£au§ag ? . “;' ‘ |
- Madam Clerkn-uou;d you piease swear in

Mr . Flowersff

- Thereupon,”

" LAPARIS FLOWERS

was called as a witness,7havingtbeen first: duly sworn,

_was, examined and teStified as_follows{

STHE éQURTfW~Cohe‘to_my.mrcrophone;'if'youlwoulo,
Mr..flowers.' A oé?.,; 4. j ‘ ’,f" R
“«fState_yourqufi:namepfor-the_record.
'fHE-WiTNEéS:‘hhaparInglouers;
ITHE.COURT: ‘Mr, Flowers, at this time I'nfgqiﬁgt
to explaln.to you certaln of your.rlghts Iijou'do

“not” understand anythlng that I say, please letfme“
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RIGHTS ‘GIVEN BY THE COURT TO THE DEFENDANT

-

know. If you.want me to explainjénything in further

f;Ybu.underspand?

detail, please let me know.

. THE WITNESS: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: All right." We have now reached the

stageﬁof the trial where yodvmayvpresent your

defense. You have the right tQ/testify in‘ygur own

.behalf. -HoWéver) no one, not this Court, not your

attorney, not’the_Solicitof,‘no one can make yéu

S testify. ., - T

In.the event youfhave‘a»record for any.

'convict;on involving dishoneét§ or false spatenent or
,er.aidrime puniénable by ihprisgnmént Qf:more‘than
1 One year,:andfthislbourt”détermines as a}mattef of

* law that the probative.ﬁaiue admitting this evidence

.outweighs its preﬁudicial effect to you, the JJ

Solicitor ‘would be. able to'introduce.this record for

-impéachmentipurposes to-a;ﬁéék ybur éredibility or

-your beliévébility.

It is'ﬁy_understanding from the Solicitor that

you have a previQus‘conviction for. conspiraey to

-+ Mr.

Cohmit armed robbery-.- Is;that yéur understanding,

Kdger?

MR. KOGER: Yes, Your Honor. :

" THE COURT: And you have . advised Mr . EloWers'of,,
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RIGHTS GIVEN BY THE COURT TO THE DEFENDANT

that?
o MR..KOGER:TM;es,fYoﬁf ﬁonor.’
" THE CQURI: " Is ﬁhat eVerthing, Sqliciﬁor?

MS. LEGETTE:' Yes; Your Honof. -

THE COURT;, You understand that if»I‘were to>-
make that findin&}'she.ééUld-bring»thé£'5ﬁtiif-ydﬁ
fésfifiéd, ;f'I eléctedvana'fouﬁd as a’hatter of law-
that the p;obétivé*ﬁéiue-of admitting that evidence:
outweighs its prejqaiéiai effgct to youf

The’sblicitof;fif.ypu'testified, would'be'able.
to intrédué; this.feCordiéf youfs) thié coﬁvictionf

. ' li
your‘cre&ibility 6r‘y0ﬁr bélievabiliﬁy.

Do-yOU'qhders;and that?

TQE WITNESS:' Yés,_§ir. ‘ | \

THEdeURI: If I wefe to'make~that finding as a
maﬁter,of‘iawﬁ’ . | |

If you elect.ﬁét~tq'take‘the witngss stand, I
wiil'chérée tﬁé:jury in ﬁy,chafgern the léw té the'
jﬁry.éhat:they.aré not té give the fact that you did
not testify aﬁy cbﬁéidéréﬁion whgtsoeverd'éhd thefé_

is to,be absolutely no prejudice to you beéausefyou

You have a Constitutional right to remain

4

,siiént. Thexburden-of'prbof as to your guilt resté

\ .

537
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" RIGHTS GIVEN BY THE COURT TO' THE DEFENDANT

on the State of South Carolina, and that burden of
proofvmust be beyond a reasonable doubt.
;\The decision as to whether orAhot you testify

s . ,
You can talk with

willvbe left'entirély up to YOu{
your‘attorﬁey) but it is not your - -attorney's o
decision.'“It‘is[your décision;.and~only your
decision. o
> Sdkthe ultimaté-deéision as fo.wheﬁﬁer or not,
you tesﬁify in this casé.is entirely yours.
. Would you like a momept to talk“to your
attérney?
THE WIiNﬁSS: .No,isir;. I am éware,ﬂand I wish
to rémain-silent.' | C
- THE COURT:. Yoﬁ do not wish~£o testify?
THE WITNESS: No, siz. o
THE COURT: And is that your -decision and no one
else's? | |

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir.

- THE. COURT: And no one haswpiomised you anything

or threatened you in any manner in making that

decision? Inwéther'words[‘it is»your’decision of
your own free will and your own accord?.
i, THE WITNESS: Yes,. sif;;I'm'aware."

THE COURT: And you do not wish to testify in

- the trial of this case;- is that correct?

538
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RIGHTS GIVEN BY THE COURT TO THE DEFENDANT ’
THE WITNESS: That is correct, sir.
tO'your.seat.‘ .

I'm going to briné‘the jury back and Ifm;going

to say, "Yoh?vé'heard;ffom the State.- We'll now hear
from'the.Defeﬁsé,"’andfmy ﬁhderstandingJis,zMr;,
Koger, that you will rest.

I -have givehvthe lawyers at lunch the

. ‘October 25th/~20}7 casé-of the State‘versus‘KingL It

"is in Westlaw, it's not even -- it's 2017 Westlaw

4800004. . It afféCtS'my charge. 1 intend to hold a

.charge conference with+-the attorneys in chambers this -

afternoon becaﬁse'i.thiﬁk.fhis ¢om§lepely changeé the

charge that the State submitted to me as their

proposed chargex
I invited Mr. Koger to read it, and I will

discﬁés'it in chambers ‘since it's'barely 60‘déYS dldf

from the-Supreme Court.'of South Carolina.- It

chplétely changes priof ---well, it completely .

'éhangeé~£he’statufe; if-you“read'the’SEatute'

literally for attempted murder, and we also have

contrasted in thischse-with the foénse of murder,

. which is & completely different general intent crime

- from‘attempted‘murder(‘whiCh hasinow been held in. the

State versus King.to'be a.specifiC intent crime,
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RIGHTS GIVEN BY THE COURT TO

1

so that the .charge can_be made.

I have advised them in State versus Bate, which

THE DEFENDANT

which I will discuss with the attorneys in chambers,

was decided at the end of last year by the Supremé

tomorrow morning.

Court, that‘ifofL Flbwérs’does not put“up\any

’testimony} that the Defendant will get final argument

You agree, Solicitor,fthat that is correct?

- MS. LEGETTE: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Very well. Have I accurately stated

-

what occurred at the bench, Mr. Koger?

~"MR. KOGER: ' Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: And YOu agreed that you would get

540

final argument and that we need. to discuss the effect

of State versus King on the charge.

MR. KOGER: Yes, Your Honor

THE COURT: Very well. Mr.

7

Flowérs, I meant to

ask you this, and you're still under»oath, so I want

to make sure.

 Did yoU'understahd everything thét-I went Qvérv

with you about your right to‘testifY?"

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir.

\
THE COURT: You didn't have’

“about it?

THE WITNESS: No, .sir.

any questions of me
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RIGHTS GIVEN BY THE .COURT TO THE DEFENDANT * -

THEHCOUBT§,;VéfvaéLQ¥,‘Thank-youfveryﬂmuch.
Bring us thé’jUry; Mrf3Freddy; C - ?4
S DI R S
(The Jury ‘enters the courtroom.) . .

THE CQQRT:'fMadam'ﬁdfépergon,Iladies.and' ‘

~gehtlemen,of”the_jﬁ£y; §6u‘haﬁewﬁ§w~heafd the@
.evideﬁce from ﬁhefSﬁételqﬁ;South;Carolina. You,will’

;nOW hear.erijhé;Défén&ant.‘

You_may §all”y6ur fit;t‘w;tnessf Counsel”
" MR. KOGERj  Y@gr,Honor, the Defense rests.

-QIHE“COURT; wLédies“énd gentlemén”of’the jury,;

" *youhave noﬁfheardfthéfcio§ing,afgﬁméhtSJof;tﬁe a

L'attorneys'ﬁor‘réceived‘my'éharge on;thé law. -

541

“you have now heard'éll“the evidence in-this .case, bﬁtf

HBecauSéAitwi5525 filiﬁfhﬁeé;faﬁd because ‘I havea'ﬁ

- law, ‘there are matter55Qf{Iaw,iﬁVblving my charge

‘ thatll@hqve to take: up wi?h-;héféttornéys in this

case. We’wili conclude thié‘Caselfirst‘thing in the
. ¢ '4 . ) : ~ L . . . - .
afternoon, before.you.receive the case:

Now,_it}is-driZZlianféin'Outside3w SQ‘I%want',

ieverYbody to be eXEremely.éarefﬁildn thejroédsn
getting home.agI wiil'get¥§oq Home:eérly'today}rfWe

"fWill start back;éfflﬂ b6'clock in-the mbrning'ahd

P

’ .

PO

. to have a charge cohfereQGE'with}the attorneys on the

lfmorning,rather théﬁ‘keepiﬁggyou'ﬁere éfter?dark this .

541
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ey

- DEFENSE "RESTS

T wanﬁqyou to be careful on the.way home, and I

“want éverybody_to get- here safely in the morning
_ becauSe theré's a little:chande the raih will -happen

the next few days. I ddn't know whether it'll be

raining or not, but we will have some wet roads. So

I want everybody to: be careful;

Please-“be in youf Sury room prior¢to'10:00_é;m.’

" in the morning so we canﬂétart at 10:00-a.m. and get

finished, ahd_I'can,get you, home, ladies. and ..

‘gentlemen.

Thank youffor your patience.',fhank you for your

"every one of youAiﬁ the m@rning afflO:OQ a.m.

_Yoﬁ are‘now“éXbﬁSéd for the balaﬁcé of today.
Youimaylleévefthe_cgﬁrtrooﬁvat tﬁis time. |
iﬂTbagk;ygu»Ve;yvaQh.-‘We'li_bontinué tomorrow.
*ﬁTHE'éOﬁngj:EQ¢£§one else remain,seated,while .

¥

(The Jﬁry1e2it$'the,céurtroomﬂat 2:35‘p.m¢y

THE‘COURf; All right. I'm goiné’tq need to --

I. think my iaw'lerkjhas,acpqally given you all each

" a copy of the:State versus King.'vIs that right-z.

;MS,.LEGETTE:‘ Yes, Your Honor. ..

MR. HOLLEN: -fes, Your Honor.
R ~/ C e . .
"THE COURT:  Both ©of 'you, I need you to have read
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this‘*-‘it's,lengthy, itfs;about “- looks like it's

about 15 -- ﬁeh érILZ,'lS‘pages,{but I‘négd“for3you

to be prepared to. be able'tOQdiscuss_it when you come

x/' ’
I willfgo over with you in'chambers.bpth the“
Averaiqt,form andfmy'éntifé:éhargeiiﬁchampérs so that
yoﬁ.both will kndeprior to your.a;gpments«in the
morning ééactly what'tﬂe:Courtxintends’to’Chapéelin_
this éase.sd that -you can tailor yoﬁr_cldsing‘ B
argﬁmehts_ﬁofthe:Charge on‘ﬁhe:law-thétvtﬁéfcourt;7
gives, parﬁiCulafly in linglof thé Kingxcasé, whiéh
-1 think comﬁieteiy-chahgedﬁthe chafge on thé'law.in 'I
Squﬁh Carqiina oﬁ $ttemptéd murder;-.SoTbé bréparedv
to discués;it.: f ' . L | C
Anyﬁﬁing fﬁrther on the record'outside.thé
fpresenge‘of the jury fﬁom ﬁhe State of Soﬁth
.Caroliﬁé?‘l, o  ﬂ  ' ‘ N
MS . LEGETTE : Not‘from the State, Your Honor.
.f.THE'CQURT:”‘frbﬁ‘thé‘Defgndaﬁt? o
MR. KOGER: 4N§t from.tbe Defense, Your4Honor.
THE,COURfig'Mrk Kéger,”Ifﬁ aésumihg;sihce ydﬁ .
restéd; you rénew yoﬁr motiéhffbr directed

I : o . .
verdict at‘thelclgse‘of all the evidence, just as you

have

made at thevclose'of the State's caée; is that o 7
- - ; ' Tt ‘

correct?
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 COLLOQUY
MR. KOGER? That's cérreqt, Your Honor.

’THE COURT:v And for thé:reasons that I statéd,.
your Motion for Directed Veidict ét‘the close.of all
thefevidehce isvfeépectfuliy dénied. |
MR. KOGER: Thank yoﬁ, Your Honor.

( n S s : T o
THE COURT: All right. Counsel, I'll call you

/
!

baékvinté»chambers in just a moment, we'll have the
chérge‘conférencew :IhisiCourt stands adjéurned until
10:00 a.m. tomorrow morning. |

(Coﬁri adjou;ned for the'déy{ ;Proceeaings £o_

continue onA1—11—2018.)

¢
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BN PRRERE A0

. In the Court .of “General' Sessions. for the
State of South Carolihaff'County of\Allehdéle coo0

L - A
ERS I i -

- Case Nowi 2014GS0300229

© 00231, 00232, 00233, 00234

T

,Plaintiff(s),aﬁ

‘vs. . R 5T2:>m-f~.Iraﬁ§¢;ipt'df Record:

.vLapa;is Shemel‘EloWers!ﬂ'

Defendant (s) :':f

-~

.. January 11, 2018

- : ‘Allendale,7South CaroLiha-

B e

BEFORE: = -~ .
“The Honorable Perry M. Buckner.

. 57 ‘
N S
S
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| COLLOQUY

'f THE COURT:"ThankMYbﬁ;” Good mofning and please

be seated.

Let the record reflect that_yééterday afternoon

- for sometime, I had a charge conference with the

attorneysvihvpived,in'the‘trial-of this case. They
They have agreed to. the verdict form.'. We have

also-égreedftoTthe oréifargumeﬁt.‘ The'Staté will °

argue first."ATheyIasked for 30 minutes, WHich‘I.told<

Ty

them is finé,'foilowéd‘by a cidsing argument by

_counéel for the Defendant, who wiil also have 30

s
. i

minutes. :
- . \/\
~ There was dne'éddition;to the charge this -

morning.. They asked me to givé them copies of ny

charge, which-I.was happy to do so. I have been over -

that addition to the charge, which involves the‘fact

‘that the inference: of malice ‘is a 'wrongful

presumptigﬁ{. They béth égree‘phap should be added.

{ .

I met with them‘ﬁhis morning concerning that addition

in chambers.

Now, ladies and gentlemen, the courtroom is a

“public pla¢é;‘énd we invite the public to be here.

But we do ﬁétﬁtolerate ény emotional outbursts. of '‘any

kind during trial, or When'a.verdiét is published.

If you cannot control your émotions,'then I suggeSt-
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you gét"ﬁp and léavéﬁﬁbw,.becauSétl will nbtltbleraté.

féf_thiéljg;y aﬁy‘tyée bfiemétionai Qutbﬁréﬁ;:andii 
wii; enfﬁfﬁe ghat wiﬁh the cénpémpt;pQWers of-this
So_i:bettér»ﬁoﬁiheqr any type ofjremark of‘ahy_
gybe,>f§§0%able of:disfévérable,AoQ£ gf'respect f;f
. Dgés.everygne‘upde;s;épd'épép, and QOés_anYQne_

(No response.)

' THE COURT:". It appears everyone_understandQ-and‘ 

) . ’, . B Co '4.,:1 ! o
no one wishes to ‘leave.’
f

Bring_uslthé quYr‘pleésé.v

(The'Jury“ehteré‘thézbourffbom.y

L THE COURT:'_Coéd?morning,,Madam;fdfepe;soh."j'k"

-Good mbrning,'ladiesfand'géntlemen-Of ﬁhe_jﬁry.

. , )]
Thank you forAbeingfhere'Qn time.’

i WeLwilianWQcohﬁinue?Withﬁtﬁe»trial of this .~°

case. You will heér'the-cloSing'argumeﬁts of the

.éttorﬁéYé’fplipwég byfmyVCﬂafgé:to yéﬁ,oﬁ the lanb

whidh appliés to tﬁis ca%élb7l_qSk1that youjiisgéq'
éérefuliyjﬁéf%he étébrné&s;énd”éhe Coéft(
Soliciﬁoi}:youjmay‘éibééédL '
CLés:NC ARéﬁMENfiBYiHE STATE.
MS!tLEéﬁfiE:‘ifﬂank ?éﬁ, Yb@f Hoﬁbr, 'Qayfif“

N .
D

.-~ LU N : N .

7547



548

10

11‘

12
13
14
15
16
17

18

19.

20

21
22

23

24

25

548

CLOSING ARGUMENT BY THE STATE

please thé Court.v
THE COURT: :Proceed.
- Ms. LEGETTE: . Koger.
THE COURT:”‘Couhéél gpproaéh.
':(Off—the—récord diScﬁéSionhheld;)

THE COURT: Proceed. Let -- just a moment. Let .

him get in position so he can see as well.

- - (Pause.)

THE ‘COURT: 'Caﬁ‘everybody'on'the,jury see the

. screens?

.(Thé JurQrs.ihdiEate affifmétiveiyf)
THE "COURT: - Okay:. You see all of this?
JUROR:  Yes, sir. |
| THEVCOURfr”°Can yQﬁ see?
MR. KOGER: ' I CanAseev, B ‘   g

THE COURT: Come on_up»a little forward if you

vneéd"ﬁo.f'

‘Can you‘seejevérything?l
iHE1DEFENbANT: ;i can.
':THE_COURTA ;Ifyydp éan’t:see'thisﬂboérd fight
here,vyou‘letme>knéw; Jusf raise:your hand.
Proceed;
MS. LEGETTE;; Tﬁahkvyou,“Y5ur‘H$ﬁor.
Good mérning: |

_THE JURORS: Good morning.



10
11

12

13

14

15 -

16

17
18

19

20

21

22
23

24

25

'549 :

- L . S ‘ ' . PN 549

- 'CLOSING ARGUMENT' BY THE STATE ' ’
MS.-LEGEETErgmGobd mbrning.: December the 6th,

2014 was a time to¢ kill for Laparis Flowers. -Laparis

‘Flowers isAa'killer:"Lapatis Flowers is a killer.

Ahd‘On'December the;6th,_2014, he went in search. He

Wénﬁ'lookihgfférjﬁﬁbjﬁe Waﬁted té‘killpj

Hi;iintent Waé;toisﬁéa},'to'kill, tQ’ﬁurder,..
destroy. To stea1~lives;1£6 kill)~to £urder; to
destroy thefobjectscgﬁihig“aﬁger:”

Now, 1adiés %hdfgentieméﬁ, Mr; Fiéwers sits.
béfofe‘youﬂtddayfgloakéd’in avroge.of‘iighteQQSnessi

A.robe'bf'righteoushessq The trial judge is goingvté

. tell you that he sits there cloaked in that robe of

‘rightéousness until and unless the State meets its

burdeﬁ’of proéfnan&;takeé;Off that robe of-
righteousness. .
i'submiﬁxto:you‘todéy:ﬁhat>the'rbbe 6f

righteouéness is already off. We have taken it off.

. We have snatched it off. ‘Because beydnd‘a reasonable

" -.doubt, yéuﬁélready knew. - . ;_ o

* Now,. lédieS'andhgentléhen,_I really don't want

‘to insult your intelligence, but i feel like I'm

going to have to‘insult your intelligence this

' morning beqauseJtherg are~a‘féw?things the~Stéte must

go ‘oVver again, and again,, and again, and again.

Laparis-Flowers,. for his actions on
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' ‘CLOSING' ARGUMENT' BY THE STATE

. December 6th, 2014 has been charged with murder of

‘Russell Smart, attempted murder of Tyguan Charlton,

attempted murder of Jarrell Murray, and attemptedt

., murder of Brandon Lewis.. Also possession of a weapon

i

) . . \ S . L . . . ’ . N
during the commission of a violent crime. That is
why he's here. Andqthat\is-whatZWe believe we have
proven.

It is not. ‘my intent to prosecute an innocent

-

‘man. Not'éo,‘ We do not prosecute the innocent, only

the guilty.

- Now, ladies and gentlemen, I'll tell you the\

. words: of Johnny Cééhran.’ If YOulfeel that it does

~

‘not fit, then you‘must’acquit. But we believe we

have ﬁet'the.burden of proof...Soflet us'n§w go /
forward because yoﬁ'have beén convinced‘beyoﬁd a
rea;onableLabub£. ;Aii'dquﬁt being:resolVed;
No&hblet's‘taikrabout what we learned.at trial,
the dudgeJWill ultimatély.teil &Qufat\the end of this
case. iet's‘go through‘attempted murder.~|I don't '
want to go witﬁ mufdéf firsgf this‘is net‘; normal
case. - It is a simple case; but.I'll'go over'the

attempted murder first. ‘Because through the

. attempted murder, you.will see Laparis Flowers is

also guilty of the murder of Russell Smart..

So what does attempted murder require? If I'm
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w;cLoslNGJAReUMEw; ByﬁTHE;STAIE,

wrong, the trlal judge w1ll tell you what the: law is.

LIt is hls,prov1nce. - But attempted murder just-

briefly. =
}My daddy likes math/ and.Ikreally was not good

at math._'Yfall can,see, I talk too fast, and I"was

iR transpesing numbers . I m not . real good at math but

" © there are aﬁfewvthings Ivcan do.‘ So we,are‘gorng to.

do a little equatien'this mprning} Wenare{goingvto

- take the law and apply,itJto'the.faCtsg For the

facts, and apply 1t to. them

Let' a.start; Attempted murder requlres that .a
defendant attempted~to klll another person. In hers,

I_have‘put down,'quuan Charlton, Brandon Lewis,

' @Jarrell”Murrayjlwith@malice afbretheughtfd And her

" must have had a specific intent to kill.

'So what have we~proven?flLet'svtalk’abeut.the

féasenwefputibefore'you; hI want you to remembergthe

number 13 Thirteen;isome égy 13 is’an'unlueky‘

v;number.‘.I don t belleve 13 1s an unlucky number

’lThirteenfls the beglnnlng,of somethrngﬂelse.

You get to 12 and”you finish, 13 iS'the
beglnnlng of somethlng else The’ beglnnlng of a new
day. A day when you get the truth

SOJWhat l3 things do I want to dlscues today?

551
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CLOSING ARGUMENT BY THE STATE

ident;ficatioﬁ of Laparis Flowers. How do you know

Laparis Flowers is guilty of attempted murder?

Nﬁmber 6he,-y6u[have his name. So we will go

' ahead -and chéck‘off our box. -It is a little simple

. equation,. but we are going to check off our box, the

ty

Flowers} I have known him for years. ' I saw him that.

night." R
» i

He said, "Y'all.tried to flex on my little

cousin." Y'all fried to ‘flex on my little cousin:.

Is that what this is about?

You toll up, come up on people in‘a car, open

fire becausé they tfy to' flex on your little cousin?

Who is that’coﬁSiﬁ?«‘Jaqwayian:,‘TOOt; They had

issues in the club. Remember? . Lobster House, issue

in club..jSomebody'said Laparis was mad. = He was
~cussing. 'ToQﬁ brother might have got into it. 'Tdot
'ahd Dee. Toot, Jaqwavian[ his litﬁle cousin.

fyéuanvCharltbhjéaid,,ﬁﬁe,pulled out ﬁhe-gun.
He gtartedﬂShédtinglat us iﬁ ghé:car. i;was hit‘iﬁ
the.jaw.with a'bullét."'_. '

Ihe%doctor talked about how emergent his
éénditién he waé. He éaid the bullet lodgéd in‘ﬂis
ﬁeck. If he move, hé ﬁay be pafalyzed; Attempted

murder. ‘He's lucky to be aliVé.“Possible paralysis.

1
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| CLOSING.ARGUMENT'BYjTHE'STATg ,

That s what quuan Charlton sald

Let 'S talk about quuan Charlton s demeanor ‘<I

noticed somethlng.”fT‘notlced-somethlng. It seemed’

likequ_

Charlton camehhere'and sat'on.that witness

stand Mr wKoger called lt "the great equallzer

Did you see quuan Charlton'> Dld you see him stand

up and'look?~_You could tell'he-wasAafraid. Did you

see. his demeanor? - Dld you see h1m° He didn’'t want

E Whatfelse didfT&quan Charlton’say?- On December

-look over there because he was so afrald.

'4the'lOth,

mouthf‘a-Slurpee, Lleutenant Brown sald he had &

Slurpee;

¢

i

in the hospltal ‘with a Slurpee~in»hi54:

he was. taking water.out ofvhis~mouth,like_s

you have at the dentlst, telllng hlm, "It was Laparis

Flowers who shot 1nto the car where)I was.

553

to loogfbVer*thereiatiMr,;Elowers. He dldn t want to&'

He then 1dent1f1ed‘h1m, numberftWOp in a photo -

‘llne up on December the lOth Andéif'that<wasn't

enough go back to Tuesday of thlS week Tuesday,- he

Y 0.
EE

‘is three‘

Then number fourf\he 1dent1f1ed the photo

line;up;

line- up that he. orlglnally -—+this photo line- up

J

-‘rlght:here'—— thls,oneﬂ ThlS plcture .'This photo

lhe;identifieanS"being his,photo llne—uppzﬂ,

'came 1n here and 1dent1fled hlm one more tlme »That’l»f

553
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- CLOSING ARGUMENT BY, THE STATE

'

- where he picked:out Laparis Flowers. That is number

“four.

And as if that ain't enough, number five, in

openlcourt, before allﬂof¢you,'with fear in his eyes

‘and a-tremble in hiS'Volcef,he‘pickedfhlm out againl

in open. court.

Eivefidentificatlons:from Tyguan Charlton.
Five.. Five. The same man’ over ahd;over and over. }I
told Qoﬁ, I was.g01no to’lnsult your lntellldence,
but I have to. | | |

What does’ that mean°‘ Labaris Flowers4is guilty;

;
He is gullty of! attempted murder of quuan Charlton

Remember when quuan Charlton was 31tt1ng 1n that

the wayfacross that car, all the way across that car,

threw,a rock at'that car, into the left_side jaw, the

'head area of quuan Charlton

That means the Defendant attempted to klll He
had a.specific inteht -—- he ain't just fired one

bullet not . two bullets,_not'three bullets, but at

.least four bullets Let ‘me show you thls car:

'Can I show‘you this,car?. You seefthis car. ' Can
I show you this car? Look at this car. Just look-

"here.”iYou got- A, youfgot B,'C, you.got,DJ You got

four defects. Youjdotafour menf at least four shots.

‘.
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CLOSING. ARGUMENT BY THE STATE

- That ié‘éttempted*mﬁrder;‘ That is-specific’intent to

© - kill.

Sbmébody called or texted to ask him. where is

Jagwavian, that he's:-around at Pinewood. Laparis. = °
R . . AR

~Fiower$¢got in his little white caffahd;ro¥ledfu§von

[N

back. . What did he do? Opened fire. Boom. Boom.

Boom. Boom. gFour'sth$. Four men. One dead.

- -Three survivors.. .

Laparis Flowers is a killer. He‘tried:to.kill

Tyquan ‘Charlton. He didn't succeed, but he is still.

1

Let’us talk about Brandon. 'Where is Brandon.
( e S A

Lewis? Yeah, yeah:.ABrathn Lewis walked in' here,
. S ) . ,
y'all, and_Brandon.Lewis, I hated to embarrass

§

couldn't hide from you that Brandon Lewis is in’ . ..
Federal prison. Brandon Lewis is an'inmate, has been
there‘sﬁnce 2015, he said. He wili.be\there,until"

2021, .egis goingvbackfthe:e.to Fédefai.prisoﬁ.ﬂ'

Yés,ﬁﬁé is;  /
Whaf'dia Bfandqn‘Lewis tell féué "I know
Laparisrﬁlpweré. :I have known Laparis Elowérs for
yearé{:ﬁi’éawfhim thét‘ﬁigh#.i}u.

Pat Pat shot into the car. Laparis Flowers

555

Pinewodd where he thought he walked in and got iﬁ the.

555
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shot. I was shot :in the arm.. The bul
Let's talk about the inmate, the
code. It's'a code. It is a.code, he

prison. He has to go back. He has to

“and ideﬁtify a man -and then he would h

and tell the boys. He has to go back"

" Surely they are going to ask him what

- He 'had to know that. Man, I didn't do'aﬁything,

man, I didn't, man, I -- that is what

Brandon Lewis came in here and did. T
)

-did.

But look.at'this. .That goes ‘back

“already said, before he was an inmate,

f;esh on his mind, when he cried.
. Now, ‘I've never been' a man. Know

daddy, ny brother, stfong men. Strong

.men. Stand up. Large men. I donftls

Amy family cry unless it is-very,'very

.,.Yéu.had another.black man,., a ﬁan
here and Eold you-théﬁ he went éozsee’
before he got to be = béfore he éamg.
che, shitch, you know, he broke dowh

we - asked him about Russell.

When -he asked him about Russell,

let removed.
snitching, the
is sitting in

‘go back. And

- because. he had to go back there, he can't sit in here

ave to go back
to the prison.

he did.

the‘inmate

hat is what he

to what he's’

when it was

many men. My
willed black
ee the men iﬂ
deep.
fhatvgome in
Brandon Lé&is;

You know,

and cried when

and whaf did

556
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. o n_ .

BrandonﬁLewis(tell him?ﬂiﬁe,told;DeteCtiVe'Manor it

¢

was Laparis“FloWers WthShOt?' ItfwasrLaparis

Flowers.

'*And:then,_adain,_on:Deoemberﬁthei6th,{he said it

Lo

Jagain two times,. tofLieutenantﬂBrown'fromySLED. He.

: didn*£°rea11ylwant'£o, but he did. And-then,lthe

thlrd time he 1dent1f1ed hlm 1n the photo llne up.
That”lS three tlmes That is- three 1dent1f1catlons

That-iS'three., SR o bnf R -

ThlS rlght here, this.is'Brandon Lewis'f

1dent1f1catlon 1'That is the thlrd one, y{all.

, That s the thlrd 1dent1f1catlon of Brandon Lew1s

IhreejseparateLidentificatiOns,ﬁall;of’thé;same man,'

'LaparisFFlowers7 ) ' “,ﬂffnl;iﬂ; 5:J“¢~

I told you that robe of rlghteousness'4— that

\

robe of. rlghteousness, oh' 1t s fllthy It is

filthy. We have now taken 1t off, 1t ‘s on the floor.

P

7
.y

557,

Shooter.' Four‘young_men in: d ‘car. Where was

w

Brandon Lew1s 51tt1ng°' nght behind Russell: Right,

. behlnd Russell , Close enough to see the man'who

PN

K

, Now, you thlnk that attempted murder, he didnft_..

die. He ‘had a shot An’ the arm, left arm '_Russell.

Smart got shot 1n the left arm And:that shot in the

-left arm of Russell ‘Stmart kllled hlm It'went.~

557
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- CLOSING ARGUMENT BY THE STATE

through his body. Itvaut across his body. It cut

into his aorta. It cut through his lung. It cut

through to the other lung. .And it ,killed him. -And
o S : ' .
because Brandon Lewis had :ithe. same fate as he, he

cQuldvhave been done the séme.way;

?.Laparié Flowers tried to killi He had the

"inténﬁbtbikill:wﬁen he opened fire on that car.

There.wésjﬁour yqung_meﬁf . When he pulled up, thé
élemeht-of ;urpr;se.l They weren't evén paying him -.
attention{A<They were not eveh lpo*ing:at'him. The
eieﬁént éf{sqrprise.i “A, S

“He tried to kill Brandon'Lewis. A2nd what does

k8

vthat“meani.;Léparis Flowers iS~3~killer. Laparis
‘Flowers.is a killér.‘ Laparis"Flowérsidbeé not have a

robe of righteousness. Laparis Flowers does, not wear

-

a robe of riéhteoﬂsness. Killers don't get‘to wear

the robe of rightéOuénesSLb

“He ‘is guilty. He is guilty. We . are going to

4

just go ahead and;mark off TYquaﬁ aﬁd\Brandon.

;Now,’Let's talk ébouﬁ darrell:Murray. fJarrell
Mur;ay, whét dia barréil.ﬁﬁrEQQgséy?‘ ﬁé-said he knéw
Laparié Elo%ers.iHéfhad.khown him fér years; He saw
him thatfn;ghthgThercér‘ﬁulied up doorito door.
Lapafis*Flo@érs pﬁlledﬁduﬁ ﬁhe'gﬁn. He began'to

shoét_at us in the car.

558
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have ‘seen. it

“barely hear h

4-oﬁ1y*thé?ﬁél?pasééhgeffsuéidé,

rpnb b‘t‘he heard several shots

‘rﬁ*Jarfé-l;Mafra§l’”

'as'Wéll

Stralght ;"1

...gl

T

o . .
Ta <

The bullets were g01ng stralght across

They are head shots and they are upper body shots

w)l

That 1s 1ntent to klll

That‘lsvthe 1ntent to klll

.‘,

4'.

"kill Jarrell Murray “'7{;€‘V

'5Let .8 ta

Dld y all see

‘:MrthKogerVSaldlabout

v

lk about Jarrell Murray

h1m7i.
&,

X?ll go back agaln to what

and he jumped out and

He dldn t know how Jc

rf you look at the way thls car 1s cut i

.the bullets are g01ng stralght across thls car

The spec1f1c 1ntent to klll

Laparls Flowers trled to
The’yictimx

thlS seat the:great'equallzerii

556

ﬁeftrfedctozklll”Jarrell'Murrayv‘”

559

v T

"';7 Dld you see how'Jarrell Murray made hlm feel :f.7;;,f3;j“

fnreallyﬁcalm°{.

ﬁ',‘back stralght

hu