From: Christopher Brumback

To: Court Of Appeals Filings; Orr, Jacklyn

Cc: mbrown@scag.gov

Subject: State v. Ruttle Filing - Requested Status Update
Date: Wednesday, October 21, 2020 3:37:27 PM
Attachments: BRWES6F3832E337 000253.pdf

Please find attached hereto the requested update as to the status of the Motion for New Trial
that is pending before the Spartanburg County Court of General Sessions. By way of this
email, [ am also serving this correspondence on Melody Brown for the Attorney General’s
Office.

Kindest Regards,

Christopher T. Brumback

Attorneys and Counselors at Law
Christopher T. Brumback

531 South Main Street, Suite 307
Greenville, SC 29601

Phone: 864-414-9097

Fax: 866-728-1205

www.BrumbacklLangley.com

General & Complex Litigation, Criminal Defense, Family Law, and Personal
Injury

NOTICE: While Brumback & Langley, LLC, does render tax advice, it nevertheless advises the
following, pursuant to IRS Circular 230 Disclosure: To comply with certain U.S. Treasury
Regulations, please be advised that, unless expressly stated otherwise, any U.S. federal tax advice
contained in this communication, including attachments, was not and is not intended or written to
be used, and cannot be used, by any taxpayer for the purpose of avoiding any penalties that may
be imposed on such taxpayer by the Internal Revenue Service. In addition, if any such tax advice is
used or referred to by any other parties in promoting, marketing or recommending any partnership
or other entity, investment plan or arrangement, then (i) the advice should be construed as written
in connection with the promotion or marketing by others of the transaction(s) or matter(s)
addressed in this communication, and (ii) the taxpayer should seek advice based on the taxpayer's
particular circumstances from an independent tax advisor.

CONFIDENTIAL: This communication originates from Brumback & Langley, LLC. This message and
any file transmitted with it contain confidential information which may be subject to the attorney-
client privilege, or otherwise protected against unauthorized use. The information contained in this
message and any file transmitted with it is transmitted in this form based on a reasonable
expectation of privacy consistent with ABA Formal Opinion No. 99-413. If the reader of this
message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any reading, dissemination,
disclosure, distribution, copying or use of the information by anyone other than the intended
recipient, regardless of address or routing, is strictly prohibited. All attachments are believed to be
free of viruses, but any attachment should be checked for viruses before being opened. If you have
received this message in error, please notify the sender immediately by telephone at (864) 414-
9097 or by electronic mail, and delete this message and all copies and backups thereof. Personal
messages express views solely of the sender and are not attributable to Brumback & Langley, LLC.
For technical reasons, Brumback & Langley, LLC, is unable to screen your e-mail immediately upon
receipt for time sensitivity, including meeting deadlines. Please be advised that Brumback &
Langley, LLC, must decline responsibility for the reading of e-mails in time to take measures to
meet deadlines or to comply with their time sensitivity and denies any liability in connection
therewith. Kindly re-transmit by fax any documents containing deadlines. Thank you.
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e-malL: chris@brumbacklangley.com

October 13, 2020

VIA FACSIMILE & FIRST CLASS MAIL
The Honorable Jenny Abbott Kitchings
Clerk, South Carolina Court of Appeals
P.O. Box 11629

Columbia, SC 29211

Re: The State v. Devin Zachary Elijah Ruttle
Appellate Case No.: 2019—001570

Dear Ms. Kitchings:

I hope this correspondence finds you well. I am writing today in response to the Court’s
October 12,2020 letter requesting an update on the status of Appellant Devin Ruttle’s Motion for
New Trial, which is currently pending before the Honorable Derham J. Cole in the Spartanburg
County Court of General Sessions. After submitting Mr. Ruttle’s Motion for New Trial along
with Affidavits in support thereof with the Spartanburg County Clerk of Court’s Office, Judge
Cole’s law clerk informed counsel of record for the State and Mr. Ruttle that Judge Cole desired
to hold an evidentiary hearing on Mr. Ruttle’s Motion in mid to late September. Unfortunately,
while trying to schedule the hearing I reached out to and was informed by Mr. Jonathan
Eckstrom in the Office of General Counsel for the South Carolina Department of Corrections
(“SCDC”) that due to COVID-19 there is a moratorium on the transport of inmates for purposes
of hearings being held in Circuit Court. Accordingly, given the nature of the pending Motion for
New Trial and that Mr. Ruttle’s participation in the evidentiary hearing is essential thereto and
could likely be dispositive of the success or failure of the Motion, the hearing on the Motion has
been delayed due to SCDC’s efforts to fight COVID-19. It is my understanding that both parties
and the Court are prepared to move forward with the evidentiary hearing as soon as SCDC'’s
COVID-19 transport restrictions are relaxed to allow Mr. Ruttle’s presence and participation in
the hearing.

With kindest regards, I am





The Honorable Jenny Abbott Kitchings
October 13, 2020
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CTB/

cc: Melody Brown, Esq. (encl.)

Truly yours,

Gt Bl

Christopher T. Brumback, Esq.
Brumback & Langley, LLC









