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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
ADMINISTRATIVE LAW COURT

Stephon McLaine, Jr., Docket No. 20-ALJ-04-0392-AP

REC'EIVED Grievance No.. MRWR. 114-20
0CT 26 zaza>
Vs. SC CoUn‘ Of Aﬂp

South Carolina Department of Corrections,

Appellant,

?a!s ORDER OF DISMISSAL

)
Respondent. )
__),_.

This matter is before the South Carolina Administrative Law Court (ALC) pursuant to the Notice
of Appeal filed September 10, 2020, by Stephon McLaine, Jr. (Appellant), an inmate in the custody
of the South Carolina Department of Corrections (SCDC).

Appellant appeals a denial of a grievance in which he complained that his religious Rastafari
session was improperly cancelled and that Chaplain Drayton did not address his Rastafari requests.
Appellant requests SDCDC provide a set schedule to allow him to practice his religion as well as

an impartial chaplain.

The Responsible Official responded to Appellant’s Step 2 Grievance stating that “a review of the
incident was conducted anci, based on supporting documents, Chaplain Drayton responded to
Appellant’s Request to Staff Member, No. 20-01581855, and advised that the COVID-19
Pandemic has shut down everything across the state.” He also notes that SCDC provided a set
“schedule for religious services and programs -which was implemented on June 15,2020, and posted
in the Chaplain’s area. The Responsible Official concluded that Appellant did not provide any

evidence to substantiate allegations of SCDC staff misconduct.

There is no relief'available to Appellant within the scope of this Court’s authority. The ALC cannot
and should not extend its jurisdiction over an internal prison matter. See A/-Shabazz v. State, 338
S.C. 354,382,527 S.E. 2d 742, 757 (2000) (citing Pruitt v. State, 274 S.C. 565, 567-68, 266 S.E.2d
779, 780 (1980)) and Howard v. S.C. Dep’t of Corr., 399 8.C. 618, 733 S.E.2d 211 (2012).
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Under Slezak v. S.C. Dep’t of Corr., 361 S.C. 327, 331, 605 S.E. 2d 506, 508 (2004), the ALC is
to have jurisdiction of all properly perfected inmate appeals but “[sJummary dismissal may be
appropriate where the inmate’s grievance does not implicate a state created liberty or property
interest.” This is an internal prison matter and does not involve the denial of a liberty or property

interest. It is therefore,

ORDERED that this appeal is DISMISSED.
AND IT IS SO ORDERED.

Columbia, South Carolina é z
September 24, 2020 H. W. Bfnderburk, Jr.
Administrative Law Judge

CERTWLs & OF SERVICE
This is to certify that the undarsigned has this date
served this order In the above entitfed action upon all
parties to this cause by deposiing 2 copy hereaf,
in the United States mail, postage pald, or in the Imeragency
Mail Service addressed to the party(les) or thelr attomey(s).
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