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 1 P R O C E E D I N G S

 2

 3 (WHEREUPON, proceedings commenced at 12:05 p.m.)

 4 THE CLERK:  Your Honor, this is Indictment Number 

 5 2019-GS-23-0157, the State vs. Michael G. Strother, 

 6 indicted for sexual exploitation of a minor in the first 

 7 degree, he's pleading to the same, and it is a waiver.  

 8 WHEREUPON,

 9 MICHAEL J. STROTHER

10 After having been duly sworn, testified as follows:  

11 THE COURT:  What is the range on sexual exploitation 

12 of a minor in the first degree?  

13 MR. SENN:  Three to 20 years, Judge.  

14 THE COURT:  Three to 20.

15 MR. SENN:  It cannot be suspended.

16 THE COURT:  Sir, you're Michael G. Strother?

17 DEFENDANT STROTHER:  Yes, sir.

18 THE COURT:  Mr. Strother, it says that you're 

19 75 years old?

20 DEFENDANT STROTHER:  65, sir.

21 THE COURT:  65.  

22 DEFENDANT STROTHER:  65.

23 THE COURT:  I'm going to amend the sentencing sheet 

24 to reflect that.  Anybody have a problem with that?  

25 MS. JOHNSON:  No, Your Honor.

3
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 1 THE COURT:  All right.  Mr. Strother, before you went 

 2 to jail, did you work anywhere?

 3 DEFENDANT STROTHER:  I was retired, sir, but before 

 4 that I worked for ZF Transmissions.

 5 THE COURT:  How long did you do that?

 6 DEFENDANT STROTHER:  I was there for three and a half 

 7 years.  Before that I was with American Trusler [phonetic] 

 8 for approximately a year and a half, and before that, 

 9 16 1/2 years with John D. Hollingsworth, and before that, 

10 20 years in the U.S. Navy.

11 THE COURT:  All right.  Sir, are you married?

12 DEFENDANT STROTHER:  No, sir.  I'm divorce.

13 THE COURT:  You don't have any children that are 

14 18 years or younger, do you?

15 DEFENDANT STROTHER:  No, sir.  

16 THE COURT:  Now, you heard me ask the Attorney 

17 General's Office the range on this.  

18 DEFENDANT STROTHER:  Yes, sir.  

19 THE COURT:  You understand that this carries a 

20 minimum of three years up to 20 years.  

21 DEFENDANT STROTHER:  Yes, sir.

22 THE COURT:  And whatever amount that I assign to you 

23 cannot be suspended.  You will have to serve that, 

24 whatever portion of it that you would have to serve.  You 

25 understand that?

4
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 1 DEFENDANT STROTHER:  Yes, sir.

 2 THE COURT:  Knowing that, do you understand that I 

 3 can sentence you to 20 years?

 4 DEFENDANT STROTHER:  Yes, I do, sir.

 5 THE COURT:  You still want to go forward?

 6 DEFENDANT STROTHER:  Yes, sir.

 7 THE COURT:  Are you under the influence of any 

 8 medications, drugs or alcohol today?

 9 DEFENDANT STROTHER:  No, sir.

10 THE COURT:  Counsel, are you satisfied that 

11 Mr. Strother is competent to plead?

12 MS. JOHNSON:  Yes, Your Honor.  

13 THE COURT:  Has anybody forced, threatened or 

14 promised you anything to get you to plead today?

15 DEFENDANT STROTHER:  No, sir.

16 THE COURT:  Are you doing so freely and voluntarily?

17 DEFENDANT STROTHER:  Yes, sir.

18 THE COURT:  Do you understand that by pleading 

19 guilty, you will give up your constitutional right to have 

20 a jury trial?

21 DEFENDANT STROTHER:  Yes, sir.

22 THE COURT:  You understand that?  Is that what you 

23 want to do?

24 DEFENDANT STROTHER:  Yes, sir.

25 THE COURT:  Do you understand that if you were to go 

5
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 1 to trial, the State would have to prove each and every 

 2 element of this charge by proof beyond a reasonable doubt 

 3 before you could be found guilty?  Do you understand that?

 4 DEFENDANT STROTHER:  Yes, sir.

 5 THE COURT:  And throughout that trial, you would be 

 6 presumed innocent unless and until the jury determines 

 7 that the State has met its burden of proof.  Do you 

 8 understand that?

 9 DEFENDANT STROTHER:  Yes, sir.

10 THE COURT:  You freely and voluntarily give up your 

11 right to a jury trial in order to plead guilty today?

12 DEFENDANT STROTHER:  Yes, sir.

13 THE COURT:  If you were to go to trial, Mr. Strother, 

14 during that trial you could exercise the following 

15 constitutional rights:  first, you'd have a right to 

16 confront and cross-examine the State's witnesses who 

17 testify against you, you would have a right to present 

18 evidence in your own defense, you could subpoena people to 

19 go to court to testify on your behalf, you'd have a right 

20 under the Fifth Amendment to the United States 

21 Constitution to remain silent or not to testify.  Have 

22 these rights been explained to you?

23 DEFENDANT STROTHER:  Yes, sir.

24 THE COURT:  Do you understand them?

25 DEFENDANT STROTHER:  Yes, I do.  

6
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 1 THE COURT:  Do you understand that if you go forward 

 2 today, you'll give up the rights we've just gone over, 

 3 just like you did a jury trial?

 4 DEFENDANT STROTHER:  Yes, sir.

 5 THE COURT:  Is that what you want to do?

 6 DEFENDANT STROTHER:  Yes, sir.

 7 THE COURT:  You understand if you were to go to trial 

 8 and not testify, that the Court would instruct the jury 

 9 they couldn't consider that because that's your 

10 constitutional right?  Do you understand that?

11 DEFENDANT STROTHER:  Yes, sir.

12 THE COURT:  Do you freely and voluntarily give up 

13 your constitutional rights in order to plead guilty today?

14 DEFENDANT STROTHER:  Yes, sir.

15 THE COURT:  Under Indictment 2019-GS-23-0157, are you 

16 guilty of the sexual exploitation of a minor, first 

17 degree?

18 DEFENDANT STROTHER:  Yes, sir.

19 THE COURT:  Are you satisfied with the services of 

20 your attorney?

21 DEFENDANT STROTHER:  Yes, sir.

22 THE COURT:  Has she reasonably done what you've asked 

23 her to do?

24 DEFENDANT STROTHER:  Yes, sir.

25 THE COURT:  As we stand here today, do you have any 

7
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 1 complaints about her representation whatsoever?

 2 DEFENDANT STROTHER:  None, sir.

 3 THE COURT:  Are you totally and completely satisfied 

 4 with her services?

 5 DEFENDANT STROTHER:  I am, sir.

 6 THE COURT:  Counsel, have you gone over the elements 

 7 of this charge with Mr. Strother, explained to him the 

 8 time he could get, the minimum and maximum?  

 9 MS. JOHNSON:  I have Your Honor.

10 THE COURT:  Have you explored with him whether he has 

11 any defenses to this charge?  

12 MS. JOHNSON:  I have, Your Honor.

13 THE COURT:  You've also explained his constitutional 

14 rights?  

15 MS. JOHNSON:  I have, Your Honor.

16 THE COURT:  And he indicated on the sentencing sheet 

17 that he intends to waive presentment of this to the grand 

18 jury; is that correct?  

19 MS. JOHNSON:  Yes, Your Honor.

20 THE COURT:  Did you explain that process to him?

21 MS. JOHNSON:  I did, Your Honor.

22 THE COURT:  And does he waive presentment?  

23 MS. JOHNSON:  He does, Your Honor.  

24 THE COURT:  Is that correct, Mr. Strother?

25 DEFENDANT STROTHER:  Yes, sir.

8
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 1 THE COURT:  You do so freely and voluntarily?

 2 DEFENDANT STROTHER:  Yes, I do, sir.

 3 THE COURT:  All right.  Tell me about him, please.

 4 MR. SENN:  Thank you, Judge.  May it please the 

 5 Court.  On April 18, 2017, Special Investigator Kevin 

 6 Atkins with the South Carolina Attorney General's Office 

 7 conducted an investigation into the use of file sharing 

 8 networks for the distribution and possession of sexual 

 9 files of children.  He found one user that was requesting 

10 specific child pornography files on this network.  One 

11 file he reviewed depicted what appeared to be an adult 

12 male touching the vagina of a prepubescent female believed 

13 to be between 11 and 13 years of age.  Another video file 

14 was reviewed and appeared to be female children between 

15 that same age range performing oral sex on each other and 

16 rubbing each other's vagina, and then one final video file 

17 depicting what appears to be a minor female in that same 

18 age range performing oral sex on an adult male.  

19 After obtaining subscriber information for this user, 

20 Special Investigator Atkins was able to identify the 

21 defendant's residence in Greenville County as the location 

22 where these files were being requested from.  

23 A search warrant was executed on May 31st, 2017, at 

24 the defendant's residence where they seized several 

25 electronic devices, and at that time the defendant 

9
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 1 admitted to secretly recording both an adult female and a 

 2 17-year-old minor female without their knowledge.  

 3 Forensic preview ---

 4 THE COURT:  How did he do that?  

 5 MR. SENN:  There was a hidden camera, Judge.

 6 THE COURT:  In his home?  

 7 MR. SENN:  Yes, Judge.  

 8 Forensic preview of the devices they found, they 

 9 found that there were hidden recordings from this bathroom 

10 along with the file-sharing program and files of child 

11 pornography.  And at that time the defendant admitted to 

12 downloading child pornography via file-sharing, and he 

13 admitted to masturbating to these type of files.  And 

14 after a full forensic analysis was conducted on several 

15 devices, because there were many devices seized, over 

16 14,000 files relevant to the investigation were found 

17 which included over 11,000 files of the adult female and 

18 minor female in various states of undress.  Additionally, 

19 child pornography files which include children as young as 

20 4 years of age were found being sexually assaulted.  

21 The majority of those in-house recordings appear to 

22 be taken between the dates of May 19th and May 30th, 2017, 

23 and that would have been when the minor female was 

24 17 years of age, but there also were recordings on I 

25 believe a USB drive as well, Judge, that depict the minor 

10
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 1 female as far back as 2013, based on the time stamp on the 

 2 image, and she would have been 13 years of age at that 

 3 time.  

 4 Judge, he does not have a record, and he has signed a 

 5 consent order to forfeiture of all the devices that had 

 6 images on it.  

 7 The State would like to comment on sentencing at the 

 8 appropriate time.  I believe the victims would like to 

 9 address the Court, and the investigator may like to speak 

10 as well.

11 THE COURT:  Good to see you again.

12 MR. ATKINS:  Thank you, sir.

13 THE COURT:  Be glad to hear from you.

14 MR. ATKINS:  I think I'm going to let them do all the 

15 talking today, if that's okay.  

16 THE COURT:  That sounds good.  All right.  

17 If you want to have your victims come forward, I'll 

18 be glad to hear from them.  

19 You can come forward.  I'm a little hard of hearing 

20 so it's actually easier.  Is that all right with law 

21 enforcement if I do that?  

22 THE DEPUTY:  Yeah.  That's fine.  Whatever you want, 

23 Judge.  

24 THE COURT:  Would you identify yourselves for the 

25 record, please, ma'am.  

11
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 1 MS. ANDERSON:  My name is Sarah Anderson.

 2 THE COURT:  Okay.  Ms. Anderson ---

 3 MS. ANDERSON:  Yes, sir.  

 4 THE COURT:  --- I'll be glad to hear anything you'd 

 5 like to say.  Take your time.

 6 MS. ANDERSON:  The defendant was married to my 

 7 mother.  We lived in the same home, and that included my 

 8 three children.  I would have never had my children in the 

 9 presence, much less living in the same home with the 

10 person that is this lacking of character and harm -- harm 

11 my children this way.  

12 This is my daughter Sydney.  She was 16 at the time, 

13 sir, not 17, when he was arrested.  And as much as you can 

14 see the turmoil and hurt within me, watching my daughter 

15 go through the pain is something I can't take away.  

16 Neither one of us asked for this.  This is something that 

17 you can't fix, a right to privacy, each of us speaking on 

18 a daily basis, looking in the mirror, wondering is there 

19 another camera, how many people have seen pictures like 

20 this of us.  Sir, this man is sick, and he's not sorry 

21 except for one reason, that he was caught.  This is not 

22 the first time he's done this.  

23 THE COURT:  What do you mean by that, if you don't 

24 mind my asking?  

25 MS. JOHNSON:  And, Judge, I don't want to interrupt, 

12
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 1 but ---

 2 THE COURT:  I get to listen to anything I want to.  

 3 I'll note your objection, but I get to listen to anything 

 4 I want to when I'm going to sentence somebody.  

 5 So I'll be glad to hear from you.

 6 MS. ANDERSON:  This has been a pattern with him, and 

 7 in his prior marriage prior to my mother, he had a 

 8 stepdaughter that he molested repeatedly.  Unfortunately, 

 9 my mother knew about that and didn't protect me and my 

10 children.  But she didn't have anyone to stand in her 

11 corner.  And even though she didn't have anyone to stand 

12 in her corner, she's in this courtroom standing in ours, 

13 in our corner.  

14 Sir, this man, if given the chance to see light of 

15 day again, will do this again.  

16 This is not just the emotional trauma of what we've 

17 endured, but ever since this arrest happened, Your Honor, 

18 it created a chain of reaction, chain of events in our 

19 lives.  We had nowhere to go because we were being 

20 evicted, no one wanted us in that apartment complex after 

21 this arrest was made known.  The only reason I was even in 

22 that apartment with my children was to restart my life 

23 after a very bad marriage, and we had nowhere to go.  It 

24 took everything that I had to uproot and go live with 

25 another friend.  

13
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 1 Your Honor, 20 years is not enough, but I ask you to 

 2 see to that.  I implore to you, sir.  

 3 THE COURT:  All right.  Thank you, ma'am.  

 4 Does anyone else want to speak?  

 5 All right.  Now, I note your objection, but I think 

 6 I'm entitled to listen to anything, whether it's status or 

 7 not.  

 8 With that being said, tell me why I shouldn't give 

 9 you 20 years.  It's pretty egregious, his conduct in this 

10 case.

11 MS. JOHNSON:  Your Honor, I'm going to explain his 

12 life and go over his background and why we're here today.  

13 But I would like to put my objection on the record.

14 THE COURT:  It's noted.

15 MS. JOHNSON:  I don't know anything about these prior 

16 allegations, and I'm here today to defend my client.

17 THE COURT:  Sure you are.  You do a good job at it.

18 MS. JOHNSON:  And, you know, when somebody comes into 

19 court and makes accusations that I'm not able to defend, 

20 that puts my client at a huge disadvantage, so I would 

21 object to that.  

22 THE COURT:  And I know the State says he has no prior 

23 record, so that's what I have to go on.  But go ahead.  

24 But the facts of this case are extremely disturbing to me.

25 MS. JOHNSON:  I understand, Your Honor.  

14
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 1 Your Honor, I want to, again, paint the Court a 

 2 picture of my client.  My client is 65.  He is extremely 

 3 sorry, profoundly sorry for what happened.  He readily met 

 4 with investigators, he cooperated with the investigators.  

 5 At no point did we ever request bail in this case, Your 

 6 Honor.  My client knew what he had done was wrong and 

 7 never once asked me to ask for bond in this case.  

 8 You know, we're here today to accept responsibility 

 9 for these charges, Your Honor.  We are not putting the 

10 victims under, you know, the stress of trial even though 

11 he's certainly entitled to that.  He's here today to 

12 accept responsibility and to admit guilt.  

13 I do have a psychological report that I have 

14 provided.  

15 THE COURT:  Who prepared it?

16 MS. JOHNSON:  Dr. Bodtorf, Your Honor.

17 THE COURT:  Bodtorf?  

18 MS. JOHNSON:  Yes, sir, Your Honor.  And I would like 

19 to pass that up to the Court.  I mean, he's the best in 

20 the business, Your Honor.

21 THE COURT:  I don't know that that's the case, but I 

22 know he's good.

23 MS. JOHNSON:  He's good.  If I can find it, Your 

24 Honor.  I passed that up to the Court.

25 THE COURT:  Have you seen this?  

15
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 1 MR. SENN:  Yes, Judge.  

 2 THE COURT:  Okay.  Hang on.  Let me read it.  

 3 MS. JOHNSON:  Yes, sir.  

 4 THE COURT:  I'm from Anderson.  I can only do one 

 5 thing at a time.

 6 MS. JOHNSON:  Yes, sir.

 7 (Pause in proceedings.)

 8 THE COURT:  Be glad to hear.  I've read it.  

 9 MS. JOHNSON:  Your Honor, and I would just note 

10 Dr. Bodtorf said that Mr. Strother's risk to the community 

11 would be expected to be in a low range, and he is not 

12 convinced that Michael is a classic pedophile or predator.  

13 Your Honor, some background.  My client was married 

14 to Colleen for 12 years.  This woman had Parkinson's 

15 during the marriage.  That was extremely debilitating for 

16 not only her but for my client.  My client tells me the 

17 most he could be gone would be like two hours on a Friday 

18 to go get groceries.  Five other people were living in 

19 this two-bedroom apartment.  My client was responsible for 

20 the financial support for everybody in the house, and 

21 there were some other -- I'm not here to cast blame on 

22 anybody, but there were some other issues going on.  There 

23 was a lot of stress in this house that I think my client 

24 took -- it took a toll on my client, Your Honor.  

25 As Your Honor heard, my client worked for ZF 

16
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 1 Transmissions.  He took an early retirement.  He had that 

 2 job for three years.  Before that he worked at American 

 3 Trusler.  Before that he worked for John D. Hollingsworth.  

 4 As Your Honor knows, that's a big name around these parts.  

 5 He had that job for 16 1/2 years.  He tells me he was a 

 6 service tech for the first three and did research and 

 7 development for the rest.  He designed capital equipment.  

 8 Judge, where this started or I think the impetus for 

 9 this, he was in the Navy.  He joined the Navy at 19.  He 

10 was in the Navy for 20 years.  He got a good retirement 

11 from the Navy.  He rose to the rank of first-class petty 

12 officer, and he served on submarines for the majority of 

13 the time.  He also was a nuclear reactor operator.  He 

14 tells me it was hard and confined.  

15 Your Honor, he served in Japan, Korea, Australia, 

16 Guam and other parts around our nation.  He provided me a 

17 list of his many accolades and awards, good conduct.  He 

18 got five awards, national defense, two awards, and he, of 

19 course, got an -- he tells me he got an honorable 

20 discharge.  

21 Going back to the Navy thing, Your Honor, he was 

22 exposed to porn initially in Japan in the 1970s, and that 

23 was apparently rampant, porn was in Japan.  And he's also 

24 on a submarine with 150 other guys, and it's just 

25 widespread.  

17
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 1 My client's brother and sister are here.  At the 

 2 appropriate time, his brother would like to address the 

 3 Court.  

 4 I want to let the Court know his, I guess, early 

 5 background.  Life was rough for Mr. Strother.  He was born 

 6 in Parkersburg, West Virginia, which is right across the 

 7 river from Ohio.  His first wife had uterine cancer, and 

 8 it was a very distant situation.  His wife left him.  

 9 Again, we're not disparaging anybody here.  I just want 

10 to, you know, let the Court know what happened.  

11 He had a son, but that is an estranged relationship 

12 because of his time in the military, Your Honor.  But this 

13 son has apparently gone on to do good things.  He tells me 

14 that the son has a doctorate from Cambridge and is now a 

15 professor in Ohio.  

16 As Dr. Bodtorf pointed out, my client was a collector 

17 of many things.  He was a collector of large music and 

18 books, and that was probably, Your Honor, a distraction 

19 for all of this that's going on in his life.  Again, I 

20 just think it was very hard for him to be the sole 

21 provider for everybody in this house, to people -- and I'm 

22 not making excuses.  Please know that, Your Honor.  I'm 

23 not making excuses.  I'm just giving the Court an 

24 explanation for why I think we're here today.  I'm not 

25 making excuses at all.  

18
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 1 He's in this house or apartment taking care of a 

 2 sickly wife and I think -- I think he needed a 

 3 distraction.  It's a terrible choice, and, you know, one 

 4 for which he is deeply sorry.  But I just want to paint 

 5 the picture.  This is not a great home life that he was 

 6 in, and there's just a huge amount of pressure that he is 

 7 under.  And his brother could speak to that.  Would Your 

 8 Honor like to hear from the brother?  

 9 THE COURT:  Sure.

10 MS. JOHNSON:  Your Honor, this is Mr. Ed Strother.  

11 He may need to sit because he has neuropathy from chemo -- 

12 from cancer treatment, Your Honor.  

13 THE COURT:  That would be fine.  Yes, sir.  That 

14 would be fine.  

15 You're Ed Strother?  

16 MR. ED STROTHER:  Yeah.  I'm the one that's 75.  

17 THE COURT:  Oh, okay.  

18 MR. ED STROTHER:  I don't want to take a lot of your 

19 time.  I respect that.  I just want to speak to who my 

20 brother is, who I know him as and also speak to another 

21 thing about what addictions are.  

22 Addictions are everywhere.  I've seen them here 

23 today.  Methamphetamine.  How did it start?  They don't 

24 stop once it gets started.  Those are called addictions.  

25 I was a social worker and seen a lot of that, especially 

19



State v. Michael G. Strother, 1/10/19 20

 1 alcoholism.  Got started, couldn't stop.  It has to take 

 2 something, and this is the thing that's stopping it right 

 3 now is what you see before you.  

 4 My brother and I were both raised by very strict 

 5 parents, parents in the sense of they were parents.  We 

 6 never saw them hug, love, anything of each other.  We know 

 7 they loved each other, but they were just there.  They 

 8 raised us, and I love them for that.  My dad lived to be 

 9 100 years old, and I loved him to that day.  My mom passed 

10 away of cancer.  I had cancer, colon cancer back in 2010, 

11 and the blessing is I've been cancer free since then.  

12 I know Mike.  He's my brother.  Obviously, this is a 

13 very trying time for both families.  It's a very emotional 

14 time as I've heard.  It's emotional for us, too.  

15 I first heard from Colleen when she called me and 

16 said, "Mike just got arrested," and she told me what it 

17 was about.  I know that they both loved each other.  He 

18 has told me that, she has told me that.  I know it was 

19 love.  We love her, and if the family, if that's all right 

20 to tell her that we do love Colleen.  We love her totally.  

21 And the other thing is is I do know that growing up 

22 in the family we did, we both made our way into the 

23 service.  I got myself in there.  I spent nine and a half 

24 years in the service.  I'm a Vietnam veteran.  I spent in 

25 the country of Vietnam river patrol boats.  But he's 

20
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 1 decorated also as a nuclear sub sailor.  That tells you 

 2 something about the character that had to start out with 

 3 Michael Gerard Strother.  You don't get into nuclear subs, 

 4 you've got top-secret clearance, without people looking 

 5 into your background and seeing what kind of character are 

 6 you, can you be trusted.  

 7 Well, I think along the way, Michael lost his way.  

 8 And I think as addictions go, that needs treatment.  I 

 9 firmly believe that.  I've never seen alcoholism stop just 

10 by putting them away for a while.  That is a good reminder 

11 and a wake-up call to that person, but it doesn't stop 

12 them.  Otherwise, this country would be free right now of 

13 all of that.  And I respect exactly what you will do.  

14 That is your decision, and I respect it, sir.  

15 But my brother, I know in coming to Greer, South 

16 Carolina, living on Halcyon Circle in an apartment with 

17 five people, I understand he fed them, he provided the 

18 money for them, he provided everything, but there were 

19 five people in there.  I understand that the children were 

20 there because they were the grandchildren of his wife, and 

21 I understand they were there because he got custody of 

22 them because the mom lost custody.  Now, she was also in 

23 that apartment.  I don't know the situation day-to-day in 

24 that apartment.  I just know that I couldn't live that 

25 type of existence that long if I've got an addiction.  

21
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 1 I wish I would have known about it.  I love my 

 2 brother.  I will stand behind him no matter what happens 

 3 here today or in sentencing.  He will know I will be there 

 4 to see him.  I've been here for 17 months now every month 

 5 coming from over by Calabash, North Carolina, to see him.  

 6 The minute I saw him the first time, he stood in front of 

 7 me and said, "I know what I did, but I did it anyway."  

 8 That defines me that he was an addict.  

 9 I want to see at least, no matter what happens, some 

10 treatment, because that's what he deserves is treatment.  

11 I don't know what else to say to you, sir.  That's 

12 about it.  And like I say, I don't want to take any more 

13 of your time.  

14 And if I could say one other thing.  I'm a Christian.  

15 I believe in a song that Southern gospel has that says sin 

16 will take you farther than you ever wanted to go, and I 

17 think that's what happened.  

18 Thank you, sir.

19 THE COURT:  Thank you, sir.  

20 All right.  Anything further?  

21 MS. JOHNSON:  Your Honor, would you like me to 

22 address sentencing?  I know my client would like to 

23 address the Court.

24 THE COURT:  I'll be glad to hear from anybody.  And I 

25 know I haven't given the State a chance yet, so I'm going 
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 1 to let you go last.  Go ahead.  

 2 MS. JOHNSON:  Your Honor, can I go last so I can 

 3 respond to -- since they're bringing ---

 4 THE COURT:  You can go last.

 5 MS. JOHNSON:  Thank you, Your Honor.

 6 THE COURT:  Go ahead.  

 7 MS. JOHNSON:  My client would like to address the 

 8 Court.  

 9 THE COURT:  Let him go last.

10 MS. JOHNSON:  Okay.  

11 THE COURT:  All right.  What do you want to say about 

12 sentencing?

13 MR. SENN:  Well, Judge, before we get into the 

14 State's recommendation of sentencing, I just want to 

15 address the mental health evaluation real quick.

16 THE COURT:  I don't give it much credit, to be honest 

17 with you.  I know this doctor.  I generally do, but I 

18 don't buy a whole lot what he's selling in that report in 

19 this case.  I don't give it much credit.  

20 MR. SENN:  Got you, Judge.  The only thing I was 

21 going to say is I don't believe he was entirely truthful, 

22 and then based on the fact that he said he was looking for 

23 the hunt of child pornography rather than what he admitted 

24 to law enforcement that he would masturbate to these 

25 files.  And then finally, Dr. Bodtorf himself mentions 
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 1 that there's sexual recidivism rates for nonproduction 

 2 offenders, which is relevant to this case because he is a 

 3 production offender.  So I'm not sure why the statistics 

 4 are even mentioned in there.  

 5 THE COURT:  All right.  

 6 MR. SENN:  Judge, every one of the child pornography 

 7 files that was possessed from Mr. Strother, searched out 

 8 by Mr. Strother is the permanent record of a child's 

 9 sexual abuse.  That child has to live with that for the 

10 rest of their life, and every single person that views 

11 these files, sends them out, looks at them, anything like 

12 that, is revictimizing each one of those children every 

13 single time they do that.  He was part of that 

14 file-sharing situation where he was getting these files 

15 and doing that.  We don't know how many files were sent 

16 out.  He may have sent out files, but we aren't aware.  

17 But we are aware that he did escalate this behavior by 

18 actually filming people in his house, an adult female and 

19 a minor child, and we know at least it appears to be for a 

20 period of four years if not longer.  

21 And, Judge, the State believes he's clearly a danger 

22 to children.  There's a significant amount of child 

23 pornography files not involving the victims in this case, 

24 and involving them there is a significant amount as well.  

25 The content of the files reaches children as young as 
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 1 4 years of age, which is some of the most horrifying 

 2 things I've had to see, and this defendant has escalated 

 3 his behavior over time to where he's now recording people 

 4 in his own home. 

 5 The State believes that the defendant should receive 

 6 a substantial active sentence based on all this.

 7 THE COURT:  All right.  Thank you, sir.  

 8 All right.  

 9 MS. JOHNSON:  May it please the Court.  My client 

10 would like to address the Court.  

11 THE COURT:  All right.  Mr. Strother, be glad to hear 

12 from you.  

13 DEFENDANT STROTHER:  Your Honor, I am deeply 

14 embarrassed by what I have done.  I know that I should not 

15 have done any of this.  When asked by the people who came 

16 to serve the warrant, I did not try to avoid it.  I knew 

17 what I had done.  

18 My greatest problem is the people I have hurt and 

19 what they have to live with.  I know there's no way in the 

20 world they can forgive me for what I've done, and I don't 

21 expect that.  I just hope they can find some help 

22 somewhere so they can learn to deal with what I've done to 

23 them.  

24 I by no means know exactly why I did this.  I'll tell 

25 you that right now.  I'm too old and have done too much to 
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 1 give you excuses.  I know excuses aren't worth anything.  

 2 If I had a reason to give it to you, I would.  But I'm not 

 3 a psychiatrist.  I don't know.  

 4 The only help and solace I've had so far is from my 

 5 brother and from the information he kept sending me about 

 6 my faith, of which I am going to delve into much deeper.  

 7 To deal with that, the one passage that keeps cropping up 

 8 on me all the time is in Romans Chapter 13 which states 

 9 that you, Your Honor, the State prosecutor are appointed 

10 over me, they are appointed by God, and I have absolutely 

11 no standing to disagree with what you do unless it 

12 violates the word of God.  

13 With that, I won't say any more, sir.  

14 THE COURT:  Thank you, sir.  

15 All right.  Any final remarks?  

16 MS. JOHNSON:  Your Honor, it sounds like you're not 

17 giving much credit to the expert here.

18 THE COURT:  I'm not.  And I will not.  Normally I do, 

19 but I read that report and I didn't buy anything he was 

20 selling to me in that report at all.  I will make it a 

21 part of the Court's record and make it a court exhibit, 

22 but I don't think it's credible at all.  

23 MS. JOHNSON:  Okay.  I'll just ask the Court ---

24 THE COURT:  Fair enough.  Okay.  I'm just telling you 

25 what I think.  
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 1 MS. JOHNSON:  I understand.  I understand.  I just 

 2 would ask the Court to make it a court's exhibit.

 3 THE COURT:  Absolutely.  I intend to do that anyway.  

 4 I'm sorry.  

 5 MS. JOHNSON:  Yeah.  No.  I just -- he's been doing 

 6 this since the 90s, and he's, I guess . . .

 7 THE COURT:  And I know you disagree with me.  I'm 

 8 sorry.  I just ---

 9 MS. JOHNSON:  I understand.  

10 Would Your Honor consider allowing me to have 

11 somebody else assess him?  

12 THE COURT:  We're going today.  

13 MS. JOHNSON:  I understand.  

14 (WHEREUPON, Court's Exhibit Number 1 was marked for 

15 identification.) 

16 THE COURT:  While we're doing this, did you explain 

17 that this is classified as a violent crime to your client?  

18 MS. JOHNSON:  I did, or 85 percent.  Your Honor, I 

19 did.  

20 Your Honor, my client is in the sunset of his life.  

21 He's 65, and I think any sentence you give him will be a 

22 hard sentence for him.  I don't know if he will come out 

23 of the Department of Corrections alive.  But I think, you 

24 know, I would like to reiterate that his life has been 

25 about service.  I don't think a person could be judged -- 
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 1 this is a very, very bad thing that he did, but I don't 

 2 think a person can be judged by the worst of their acts.  

 3 I ask the Court to consider everything this man has done.  

 4 I was coming in here, and, you know, I was going to 

 5 ask for the minimum.  It doesn't sound like that's 

 6 reasonable.  But I do think -- I read the statute:  no 

 7 part of the minimum sentence of imprisonment may be 

 8 suspended.  If Your Honor is going to give him a 

 9 substantial amount of time, I would ask the Court to 

10 suspend it on three years active or something in that 

11 neighborhood so that this man can get out and get 

12 treatment.  I think he is worth saving.  

13 I would just ask the Court to take in everything that 

14 he has done in his life.  I don't think he is just this 

15 one bad act.  And I know that's what you're here today to 

16 judge, Your Honor.  But I think he's been a very kind 

17 person, a very -- he's very contrite for being here, Your 

18 Honor, very sorry.  And I just, I simply -- I believe that 

19 he is worth saving.  I believe that he could benefit from 

20 treatment, and I would just ask the Court to take that 

21 into consideration.  

22 He's very sorry, Your Honor.  

23 THE COURT:  I understand.  Let me tell you what I 

24 think.  Contrary to certain things I'm hearing, I don't 

25 believe for a second that these folks moving in that 
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 1 apartment prompted him or caused him by stressors of the 

 2 event or events to start looking at this child 

 3 pornography.  I think his brother is correct.  He admitted 

 4 that it started when he was in the Navy, and it's been 

 5 going on over the years.  Who knows what's going on.  I 

 6 think he's got a very serious problem.  If he had murdered 

 7 one of these people, you wouldn't be sitting here arguing 

 8 about his military service necessarily because of the 

 9 nature of the gravity.  This is not much less.  This is a 

10 horrible crime that has gone on for a long time, I'm sure, 

11 not just this time that they found on your computer.  

12 That being said, I'm going to sentence you to 

13 15 years straight up, credit for time served.  I've asked 

14 the Department of Corrections to give him the appropriate 

15 treatment while he's incarcerated.  

16 You'll have ten days to appeal.

17 MS. JOHNSON:  Your Honor, can you mark on the 

18 sentencing sheet credit for time served since 

19 May 31, 2017?  

20 THE COURT:  May 31, 2017.  

21 MS. JOHNSON:  Thank you, Your Honor.  

22 THE COURT:  Thank you.  

23 (WHEREUPON, proceedings concluded at 12:48 p.m.)
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