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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF ANDERSON

Frances K. Chestnut, Elizabeth Diane Keese,
Sylvester Keese, Arthur B, Keese and Mary

K. Taylor,
Plaintiffs,

V.

Florence Keese, Marcy Keese, Margo Keese

and Marshall Keese,
Defendants.

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
C. A. No. 2019-CP-04-00337

MOTION TO SET ASIDE DEFAULT

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
) JUDGMENT
)

)

)

)

TO: CAROLYN G. BAIRD, ESQ., ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFES

YOU WILL HEREBY TAKE NOTICE that Defendants, by and through their
undersigned counsel, will move before the presiding judge of the Cowt of Common Pleas of
Anderson County, as soon as this matter may be heard, for an Order sefting aside the defhult
judgment entered in the above-referenced action.

This motion is made pursuant to S.C.R.C.P. 60(b) and is supported by the South Carolina
Rules of Civil Procedure and such legal memoranda and arguments as Defendants’ connsel may
present to the Court at or prior to the hearing on this motion.

Respectfully submitted this 2" day of August, 2019.

FOLDER, PADGETT, LITTLEJIOHN -+ PRICKETT, LLC

s/ M. Stokely Holder
M. Stokely Holder (SC Bar #73892)
Anna L. Bullington (SC Bar # 102503)
P.0. Box 1804

Greenville, SC 29602

(864) 335-8808

older@hpiplaw.c

abullington@hpiplaw.com
Attorneys for Defendants Florence Keese, Marcy Keese,

Margo Keese and Marshall Keese
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) INTHE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
"

COUNTY OF ANDERSON C. A. No, 2019-CP-04-00337

Frances K. Chestnut, Elizabeth Diane Keese,
Sylvester Keese, Arthur B. Keese and Mary
K. Taylor,

vﬁ

Florence Keese, Marcy Keese, Margo Keese
and Marshall Keese,

)
)
)
)
;
Plaintiffs, ) AFFIDAVIT OF RICHARD MARGOLIS
)
)
)
)
%
Defendants, )

PERSONALLY APPEARED before me, an officer duly authorized by law to administer
oaths, Richard Margolis, who after first being duly sworn, states:

1. My name is Richard Margolis and ] am competent in all aspeets to testify regarding
the matters set forth herein,

2. 1am an attorney licensed to practice law in Pennsylvania..

3. Twascontacted by Marshall Keese in March 2019 regarding a quiet title action filed
against him, Florence, Marcy, and Margo Keese in Anderson, South Carolina.

4, ] informed him that while I was not licensed to practice law in South Carolina ]

would contact the attorney for the Plaintiff,

5 1 emailed Ms. Baird, the attomey for the Plaintiff, and told her that I had been
coniacted by the Keese family about the action. Ms, Baird told me she could not speak 10 me about
the matter unless I filed a notice of appearance with the court in South Carolina

6. After she told me this, I again advised My, Keese that I was not licensed in South
Carolina and could not file an answer on his and his family’s behalf, but I would try to help him

find an attorney in South Carolina.
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7. Mr. Keese must have misunderstood my communications with him and there may

have been some miscommunication between us about the time of service and deadline for filing
an answer,

8. Thereafter, I.did not receive any notice that the Plaintiff was attempting to have a
default entered against the Keeses for failing to answer the complaint,

FURTHER THE AFFIANT SAYETH NAUGHT.

7/

Rﬂ% Idgolis

chm to and subscribed before me

Mgy commission expires:

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

NOTARIAL SEAL
JOAN MeGOVERN, Notary Public
cuyofPhlladelpth, PMla County
{ My Commission Enplres December 2, 2020
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA. } IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
)‘ s o
COUNTY OF ANPERSON ) G Al Ne, 2019-CP-04-00337
)
Frances K, Chestaut, Elizabeth Didne Keese, )
Sylveatar Keese, Acthur 8. Keese and Mary -
E. Taylor, )
) ’ .
Plaintiffs, )  AFFIDAVIT OF MARSHALL KEESE
) .
v, )]
e . ; )
Florente Kééxé, Marsy iesss, Margo Keese )
" and Marshall Kesse, L)
Defendants, ;

FERSONALLY APPEARED before e, an officer duly authorized by law to admisister
oaths, Maxshall Keese, who after firss being duly swom, states:
1. Mynome is Marshall Keess and 1 am competent in sl aspaets to festify regarding
the watters set forth herein,
2. My family and 1 received a letter from fhe Plaintiffs” attomey, Ms. Crystal Baird,
51 March 2018 telfing us that some of o Sauily sembers wasted to divide property in Anderson
Coupy, South Caxolina that on‘rgandn;othex had d:eedeﬂ 10 alt of us,
3. We told the Plaintiffs and Ms. ?ainﬁ;batqrewouldnmageato sigquuitolaﬁn
deeds or give our consent to divide the property.
4. T contacted Richard Margolis, an attorney in Pennsylvania who was handling
another pattep for me. sbout ﬂ}_ef Iefter, and he contacted M. Baird to discuss the case,
8 Tealled My Margolis right after T was served with a Summons snd Complaint on
April 10, 2019 to let hiro know that Thad been served.
6, Mr Margolis told me he was not icenged in South Cavolina, but he said he would
fry to belp me find an atiortey fn Sonth Carolina.
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7. Ididnotzeceivea copy of #ay motices, motions, or pleadings Gled in this case after
Twas served with the Summons aud Complaing,

8 Lfollowed up with Mr, Margolis again, ad he told me he was still irying to find an
attorney fn South Caeolina, '

% Whten I called Mr. Macgolis again in July, he told me he had Been unable to find an
attorney in Sonth Carolina to handle the case and secommended that T try to find one myself.

10.  Iretained M. Holder’s firm to mémsent Hy mother, my sisbers, and me at the end
of July 2019,

1. Tdidnot know the Plaintiffs wete tiying to have 2 defavit entered against me until

" my new attorney, M. Holder, told e a default judgrment had bean filed on Juiy 1,2019,

12.  ¥4did notreceive notice of any motion or heacing related to the case whatsoever.

13,  TEThad been aware of any motions orheatings, I would have immedistely comtacted
My attoxney in Pennsylvania to advise me on what io do.

FURTHER THE AFFIANT SAYETHNAUGHT,

Dhosh %«g

Marshall Keese
Sworn to,and subseribed befora me .
Tis " day ofhf&uézv_f, 2019,
oty I 1 Im, Stat& of }.’ennsyl mmggl&f Pamrn- Notany Seat
N e Y W0
Gommissfon Numbhr 1231023
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Qet.

1. 2019 1:03PM No. 6799 P 1 -

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF ANDERSON

Franoes K, Chesinut, Blizabeth Diana Xeese,
Bylvester Keese, Arthur B, Keese and Mary
K. Taylor,

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
C. A. No. 2019-CP-04-00337

Plaintiffy, AFFIDAVIT OF FLORENCE KEESE
vl

Florence Keese, Marcy Keese, Margo Keese
and Marshall Keese,

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
Defendants, )

PERSONALLY APPEARRD hefore me, an officer duly anthotized by law to administer
oaths, Florence Keese, who after fivst being duly sworn, states: g

1, My name is Florence Keese and I am competent in all aspeets to testify regarding
the maters set forth herein.

2, My family and T received a letier from the Plaintiffs’ atiomey, Ms, nystal Baird,
in March 2018 tellmg s that some of our family mambars wanted to divide aur prope:ty in
Anderson County, South Camhna

3, We told the Plaintiffs and Ms. Raird that we would not agree fo sign any
quitclaim deeds or give our gonsent {0 divide the property.

4, My son, Mershell, ;:ommed Richard Margolis, an aitorney in Pennsylvania, on

our behalf Zbont the Ietier,

5. Matshall handled all communication with Mr. Margolis on my behalf
6, I did not receive & copy of any notices, motions, or pleadingy filed in this case
after I was served with the Summons and Complaint in Apeil 2019,
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Q¢t,

1, 2019 1:037 No. 6799 P, 2

7. I understood that Mr. Margohs was helping us find an aftorney in South Caroling
to handle the case, ‘

8, ‘When we leamed that Mz, Margolis could not find us an attorney, we retained Mr.
Holder’s firm to represent us af the end of Tuly 2019,

8, I ;fid not know the Plaintiffs were trying to have 2 defanlt enterad against me until
our new attorney, Mr. Holder, told me a defanlt judgment had been filed on July 1, 2019.
Q 10, X did not receive notice of any moﬁon or hearing related to the case whatsoever,

FURTHER THE AFFIANT SAYEYH NAUGHT.

- %A‘A_&_ /"d@—%_

PRlarence Keese

$womto and subsctibed efore me

g COMMO! ! nmwm
:' ! JomzLRQSEmHAbYOURG, Nntargmtc

0
wc«ﬁm Em'esmm'l ,aozn

~
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CERTIFICATE OF APPELLANTS
Appellants, on this 11th day of November2020, hereby certify that attached
Supplemental Record On Appeal contains all additional material proposed to be

included by any of the parties and not any other material:

Respectfully submitted,

C7///W‘ 2N

MargoXKeese

11608 Stewart Lane, Apt. 302
Silver Spring, Maryland 20904
(484) 716-5255

Pro Se

)\ v
Q&"va, ){J&Q/k
Florence Keese
1035 Ridgehaven Road
West Chester, PA 19382
(215) 680-8366

West Chester, PA 19382
(215) 680-8366
Pro Se

=/ Gnrcwtee KBTS
Marshall Keese
1035 Ridgehaven Road
West Chester, PA 19382
(215) 680-8366
Pro Se






CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
Appellants, on this 11th day of September 2020, hereby certify that attached
Response was filed in this Court by EMAIL and served by FIRST CLASS MAIL

on the person noted below:
Other Counsel of Record:
Carolyn G. Baird, Esquire
JONES LAW FIRM, PA
Post Office Box 987
Anderson, South Carolina 29622
Attorney for Respondent
(864) 224-3474
Respectfully submitted,
&
Margo Keese
11608 Stewart Lane, Apt. 302
Silver Spring, Maryland 20904
(484) 716-5255

Pro Se






CC:

November 11, 2020

BY EMAIL

The Honorable Jenny Abbott Kitchings
Clerk, South Carolina Court of Appeals
Post Office Box 11629

Columbia, South Carolina 29211

RE: Frances K. Chestnut, Elizabeth Diane Keese, Sylvester Keese, Arthur B.
Keese and Mary K. Tavlor, Respondents. v. Florence Keese, Marcy Keese,
Marshall Keese and Margo Keese, pro se. Appellants, Case No. 2020-
000263

Dear Ms. Kitchings:
Enclosed for filing is the following:
1. Appellants’ Supplemental Record On Record On Appeal

Sincerely,

Q77/ lidyp M/’% _,

Mérgo Keéée

11608 Stewart Lane, Apt. 302
Silver Spring, Maryland 20904
(484) 716-5255

Pro Se

Carolyn G. Baird, Esquire
JONES LAW FIRM, PA

Post Office Box 987

Anderson, South Carolina 29622
Attorney for Respondent

(864) 224-3474

Attorney for Respondent






