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DEQUAN VEREEN, after being duly sworn, testified as
follows:

THE COURT: Okay.

MR. GOLDBERG: Thank you, Your Honor. If it please
the Court. Dan Goldberg for the State. Before you is
Dequan Vereen with his attorney, Alecia Goode, of the
Public Defender's Office.

Mr. Vereen is before you to enter a guilty plea to
one count of voluntary manslaughter reduced from murder,
as well as one count of armed robbery and one count of
attempted murder for a negotiated 30 years to run
currently on all charges.

At this time, Your Honor, this case was -- is
scheduled to be first up for trial on this coming Monday.
Due to the somewhat last minute putting together
scheduling wise, the parties have agreed, and with Your
Honor's consent, to have the plea accepted at this time
and then withhold sentencing until family members from

both sides can be present next week.

THE COURT: So we're going to sentence him next week?

MR. GOLDBERG: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: 1Is that right?

MS. GOODE: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Okay. All right. How do you say your

last name?
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THE DEFENDANT: Vereen.

THE COURT: Okay. Mr. Vereen, how are you?

THE DEFENDANT : I'm all right.

THE COURT: Okay. They tell me you want to plead
guilty to three separate charges; is that right?

THE DEFENDANT : Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Are you under the influence of any
alcohol or drugs today?

THE DEFENDANT : No, sir.

THE COURT: Have you ever been treated for any mental
health issues?

THE DEFENDANT : No, sir.

THE COURT: All right. The three charges they tell
me you want to plead guilty to, number one -- these are in
no particular order, number one is attempted murder which
carries between zero and 30 years in prison. Do you
understand that?

THE DEFENDANT : Yes, sir.

THE COURT: The next charge is voluntary manslaughter
which carries a mandatory two up to 30 years in prison.

Do you understand that?

THE DEFENDANT : Yes, sir.

THE COURT: And the last is armed robbery which
carries a mandatory ten up to 30 years in prison. Do you

understand that?
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THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Each of these offenses that you're
pleading guilty to is designated by our legislature as
violent and most serious. Do you understand that?

THE DEFENDANT : Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Do you understand that will change your
classification at the Department of Corrections?

THE DEFENDANT : Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Do you also understand that because of
the most serious convictions were you to receive one more
most serious offense in your lifetime, you would be at
mandatory life without parole?

THE DEFENDANT : Yes, sir.

THE COURT: You also understand that all three of
these offenses are what we call no parole offenses. That
means there is not -- you will not be eligible for parole
in the Department of Corrections. Do you understand that?

THE DEFENDANT : Yes, sir.

THE COURT: You also understand that when you are
released from the Department of Corrections, you will be
released onto what is know as the Community Supervision
Program. You can be monitored for up to two years, and
you can be re-incarcerated for any violations of the
Community Supervision Program. Do you understand that?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.
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THE COURT: Are you on probation or parole?

THE DEFENDANT : No, sir.

THE COURT: When you plead guilty, you give up
certain important rights. The first is your right to
remain silent. Do you understand that right?

THE DEFENDANT : Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Do you want to give up that right?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: The second is your right to a jury trial.

Do you understand what a jury trial is?

THE DEFENDANT : Yes, sir.

THE COURT: And do you want a jury trial, or do you
want to plead guilty?

THE DEFENDANT : Guilty.

THE COURT: Third is your Constitutional Right to
confront the witnesses the State would call against you,
to call witnesses on your own behalf and to present any
defense you may have. If you plead guilty, none of that
is going to happen. Do you understand that?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Your first indictment says that on or
about September 19th, 2013 you committed a voluntary
manslaughter against a Robert Jewell in Richland County.
How do you plead to that?

THE DEFENDANT: Guilty. Guilty.
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THE COURT: The second indictment says that on or
about November 14th, 2012 you committed an armed robbery
at the Corner Pantry here in Richland County. How do you
plead to that?

THE DEFENDANT : Guilty.

THE COURT: The third indictment says that on or
about November 14th, 2012 you committed an attempted
murder against a Torrencio Koger here in Richland County.
How do you plead to that?

THE DEFENDANT : Guilty.

THE COURT: ©Now, this is a negotiated plea. Do you
understand that?

THE DEFENDANT : Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Tell me in your own words what negotiated
means.

THE DEFENDANT: Negotiated is something that we
talked about. It's something I agreed on.

THE COURT: Okay. So the way I look at it, and the
way I want to make sure you understand it is even if I
wanted to give you less than 30 years, I couldn't. Do you
understand that?

THE DEFENDANT : Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Likewise, even if I wanted to give you
more than 30 years, I couldn't. Does that make sense?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.
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THE COURT: So when you walk out here after I hear
all the facts and everything and when your sentencing
comes around, I either give you the 30, or I Jjust don't do
it at all because I'm not comfortable with the number.
Does that make sense?

THE DEFENDANT : Yes, sir.

THE COURT: So there is no chance it goes less.

There is also no chance it goes more. Make sense?

THE DEFENDANT : Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Okay. Besides that, has anybody promised
you anything to get you to plead?

THE DEFENDANT : No, sir.

THE COURT: How about forced you or threatened you to
get you to plead?

THE DEFENDANT : No, sir.

THE COURT: Are you pleading freely and voluntarily?

THE DEFENDANT : Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Are you satisfied with the services of
your lawyer?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: And you met with her for as often and as
much as you deem necessary to be able to make this
decision?

THE DEFENDANT : Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Are you pleading guilty because you are,
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in fact, guilty of the offenses?

THE DEFENDANT : Yes, sir.

THE COURT: All right. Your time for appeal will run
from your sentencing date. That will be ten days from
that date. Do you understand that?

THE DEFENDANT : Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Okay.

Mr. Goldberg?

MR. GOLDBERG: Thank you, Your Honor. Two separate
incidents, the first one was November 14th, 2012 at 5413
Forest Drive here in Richland County. That's a Corner
Pantry convenience store.

The victim in that case, Torrencio Koger, reported
that three individuals entered the Corner Pantry store all
wearing black clothing and masks all armed or appearing to
be armed with handguns and demanding money from the
register and asking for lottery tickets.

An exchange of gunfire took place where the
assailants fired upon the clerk. The clerk actually fired
back and struck one of the suspects which later was
identified as Mr. Vereen.

Officers received word from a local hospital,
Providence Hospital, that a gunshot victim matching the
description of one of the suspects had come into the

hospital.
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Upon responding, they encountered Mr. Vereen. He was
advised of his Miranda rights and did give a statement
admitting to actually buying the mask at the Wal-Mart
across the street from this location and entering the
Corner Pantry with these two other individuals to commit
this robbery and that they went in there seeking to steal
scratch off lottery tickets.

He did also acknowledge that he was shot during that
exchange. Obviously, that would be the armed robbery, as
well as the attempted murder for the shots fired at the
clerk.

The second incident in the case that was -- 1is
scheduled for trial on Monday took place on
September 19th, 2013, 7426 Hunt Club Road here in Richland
County. That is a Food Fare convenience store.

On that particular occasion at approximately
7:50 p.m., 7:40 p.m. a body was identified in the parking
lot as Robert -- 5l-year-old Robert Jewell. He had been
shot once with a handgun and was found unresponsive. EMS
pronounced him dead on the scene.

The scene actually was covered by surveillance video
and did show the shooting. There was a getaway vehicle
that was identified from the video. The owner of the
vehicle was discovered.

The occupants of the vehicle later came forward to
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the sheriff's department and provided information about
the persons who exited that vehicle and approached the
victim and did shoot him.

They identified the defendant, Dequan Vereen, as well
as a codefendant, Tevin Richardson (phonetic), as
approaching the victim, Mr. Jewell, engaging him in a
verbal discussion, and then the altercation took place
where Mr. Richardson actually punched the victim and
Mr. Vereen had the firearm in his hand that discharged and
shot Mr. Jewell.

The parties knew each other and the codefendant
Mr. Richardson was owed some money by the victim. He went
to collect the debt that was owed to him. Mr. Vereen was
along with him, and during the time that they were trying
collect it from him was when the shooting took place.

Upon being arrested, Mr. Vereen waived his Miranda
rights and did admit to his involvement, as well as
implicating Mr. Richardson. Mr. Richardson, upon arrest,
admitted his involvement and implicated Mr. Vereen, as
well. That would be the basic facts for purposes at this
time.

THE COURT: All right. Any record?

MR. GOLDBERG: No prior record.

THE COURT: Okay. Is that materially true,

Mr. Vereen?
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THE DEFENDANT : Yes. Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Okay. Very well. I accept his plea. I
find there is a substantial factual basis for the plea. I
further find his decision to plead guilty to be freely,
voluntarily, knowingly, intelligently made; that he's had
the advice of a very competent attorney with whom he tells
me he is satisfied.

When are we going to set this up?

MR. GOLDBERG: Your Honor, I've been in contact with
the victim's family. They live in Florida. They're going
to let me know tomorrow if they can be here Monday or if
Tuesday may be better, but they seem to think that either
one of those days should be available.

THE COURT: Okay. Are you around next week?

MS. GOODE: Yes, Your Honor. We discussed Monday
afternoon possibly.

THE COURT: That's fine. 1I'll be here all those
times. Just let Karlen know when you schedule it --

MR. GOLDBERG: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: -- to make sure we block off enough time
so whoever wants to speak on whatever side of the case, so
no one feels rushed when doing so.

MR. GOLDBERG: Thank you, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Thank you very much, Mr. Vereen. See you

next week.
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(Whereupon,

the proceedings were concluded.)
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CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER:

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )

COUNTY OF RICHLAND )

I, Karen Ambroziak, Official Court Reporter for the
5th Judicial Circuit of the State of South Carolina, do
hereby certify that the foregoing is a true, accurate and
complete Transcript of Record of the proceedings had and
evidence introduced in the trial of the captioned case,
relative to appeal, in the Court of General Sessions for
Richland County, South Carolina, on the 30th day of July,

2015.

July 1, 2016

/Céuupx4haé¢z;¢aé

Karen Ambroziak, RPR, Court Reporter
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THE COURT: All right. We're on the record
in 2014-GS-40-5488, 5491, and 5493, the State of South
Carolina vs. Dequan Vereen.

The State is present and represented by Daniel
Goldberg of the Richland County Solicitor's Office. The
defendant is present and represented by Alecia Goode and
Tracy Pinnock of the Public Defender's Office. Was it
last week or the week before?

MR. GOLDBERG: Yes, sir. It was on Thursday,

July 30th.

THE COURT: So on July 30th we had a guilty plea
hearing. At that point in time, Mr. Vereen was present.
His attorney was present, and the State was present. At
that time, he pled guilty to three separate charges before
this Court: One of voluntary manslaughter, one for
attempted murder, and one for armed robbery.

At that time, all parties agreed to just take the
plea at that time and we would -- they would defer
sentencing so that family members on both sides of the
case could be present and be present for the sentencing
portion of the hearing. 1Is all that right, Mr. Goldberg?

MR. GOLDBERG: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: 1Is that right, Ms. Goode?

MS. GOODE: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Okay. Would you like to go first, Mr.
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Goldberg?

MR. GOLDBERG: That would be fine, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Okay.

MR. GOLDBERG: As Your Honor is aware, there were two
separate incidents in this manner. The attempted murder
and armed robbery arose out of a robbery attempt at the
Corner Pantry convenience store in November of 2012.

Present from that incident is the clerk that was
working that night, Mr. Torrencio Koger. Present in the
courtroom here today --

THE COURT: Koger?

MR. GOLDBERG: Koger, K-0-G-E-R.

THE COURT: Okay.

MR. GOLDBERG: I'm not sure if Mr. Koger would like
to address the Court, but he is in the court.

(Pause) .

I don't believe at this time he wishes to speak. If
something changes, I will let you know.

THE COURT: Okay.

MR. GOLDBERG: Also present in the courtroom from the
second incident chronologically for the voluntary
manslaughter conviction is the family of Mr. Robert
Jewell. If I may approach, I just have a couple of photos
of Mr. Jewell that the family asked me to hand up to the

Court.
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THE COURT: Okay. Thank you.

MR. GOLDBERG: Present here today are his brother,
nephew, fiancee, her daughter, as well as his sister and
his son.

They are all present, and they traveled here from
Jacksonville, Florida to be here today for these
proceedings. We have kept them informed, and we met prior

to coming in here today. They were kept up to date with
the proceedings. I know that Mr. Jewell's brother, Mr.
Doug Freeman, would like to address the Court.

THE COURT: Okay.

All right. Where is Mr. Freeman-?

(Indicating) .

Okay. And where did you come in from, Mr. Freeman?

VICTIM'S BROTHER: I'm sorry?

THE COURT: Did you drive in for this hearing?

VICTIM'S BROTHER: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: And where did you drive in from?

VICTIM'S BROTHER: Jacksonville.

THE COURT: Okay. Thank you for being here.

VICTIM'S BROTHER: Having been involved in many court
cases over the years: Murder, traffic, homicide, rape,
robbery, I never imagined having to be on this side of the
courtroom.

On September 19th, 2013, you and your homeboy
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murdered my brother, Robert Jewell. You shot and left him
to die next to his car in a convenience store parking lot
like an animal. Then you two fled like the cowards you
are.

I spoke to Robert on the phone earlier that morning
which we did several times a week, and he was always
excited to tell me about a new construction project he was
starting or had just completed.

Let me tell you a little bit about the man you
killed. He was a master carpenter. He took very much
pride in his work. He had worked extremely hard to open
his own business, and it was just starting to really take
off.

He was an outdoorsman who loved animals, especially
his dog and cat. His favorite pastime was fishing, and he
would go every chance he got. Foremost, he was a family
man. He was kind, loving. He would do anything for
anyone.

You took that all away from him. You took all of
that, this week, from us. Had I known I was going to
receive that dreaded phone call later that evening from
Robert's fiancee screaming that he was dead, I would have
talked to him longer that morning.

Because of you, I didn't have a chance to tell him

goodbye. Because of you, two days later me and my wife




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

21

had to drive to Columbia, identify my brother, load his
lifeless body into the back of our van and drive him back
to Jacksonville for the final time.

You just didn't take away a brother. You took away a
father, a son, a fiancee, a grandfather, an uncle, a
friend, a good man, but most importantly, you took away a
human being, a living person, something that could never
be replaced.

Why? Did having a gun that day make you feel like a
tough guy, make you feel like a man? Was it worth it-?
Nothing that transpires here today will bring Robert back,
but maybe it will serve as a lesson to others what will
happen when someone takes another person's life without
fault or justification.

Your life was not threatened. You weren't fighting
for your country. You did not kill in the line of duty.
No. You just killed an innocent man who had stopped at
the store for a pack of cigarettes. Robert did not
deserve this. No one deserved it. Was it worth it?

Your blatant disregard for human life that day not
only affected my family but also affected yours. I don't
know what your family history is. I'm gquite sure your
mother and father didn't raise you to be a thug and a
coldblooded killer. Did you think about them that day?

Did you think about your two children or your grandmother?
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Did you think about your family and friends that you'll
now be leaving behind? Did you think about all the things
you'll miss out on for the next 30 years: Going to the
movies, going out on a date, hanging out with your
friends, going to a club on Friday night?

It's very sad because now, your only concern from
this point forward is whether or not you're going to have
visitors on the weekend, whether or not you're going to
have money in your commissary.

You'll have concerns about your personal safety.
You'll have concerns over your family's well-being.

You'll have concerns about many things, but then again
maybe you won't. Maybe you're just selfish and uncaring
but who knows. Was it worth it?

The fact that you was even out on bond for attempted
murder before you killed Robert is beyond comprehension.
What is even more incomprehensible is the fact that you
were shot and wounded by your last victim while robbing
her at the Corner Pantry.

Your actions have shown that you have zero regard for
human life or other people's property. There is no one to
blame but yourself. You have forfeited your right to live
freely in our society. Again, I have to ask was it worth
it?

In closing, I'd like to stress I do not hate you, nor
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am I angry with you. There is already enough hate and
anger in this world. However, I do feel sort of a pity
for you, but more importantly your family because of the
poor choices that you made.

I hope that I'm still around in 30 years to see the
kind of man you have become, if and when you make it out
of prison. Hopefully you'll take this time to better
yourself and learn the meaning of just how important life
is. I hope every day you wake up thinking of Robert and
asking yourself, "Was it worth it?"

THE COURT: Thank you, Mr. Freeman.

MR. GOLDBERG: That will be all from the State, Your
Honor.

THE COURT: Okay. Does anybody else want to speak on
behalf of Mr. Jewell's family?

(There was no response.)

Okay. Thank you all for being here, and this was a
long drive and a drive you wish you didn't have to make.

I appreciate you taking the time to be here, and to

Mr. Koger, I also thank you for being present and sticking
with this case over the long period of time that you had
to wait for it to come to court.

Ms. Goode?

MS. GOODE: Thank you, Your Honor. May it please the

Court. I know that -- that nothing that we say from the
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defense is going to make this any easier for either side.
It is -- it's a very unfortunate situation that brings us
to court today.

We do hope -- I know Dequan hopes that this gives Mr.
Jewell's family a little bit of peace.

I've had the pleasure of representing Dequan for
about eight months now. It's never been a situation where
he's taken this lightheartedly where he didn't express
anything other than remorse for what happened.

He -- in all of my conversations with him, that's --
that's all that came out of his mouth was how sorry he was
and how he knows that he -- no matter what he says, he
can't change what's already happened.

The only thing he can do is take responsibility for
what he's done. Your Honor, he does come from a very good
family, and I think that's evident from the amount of
people that are here in support of him today despite the
things that he has done.

We are grateful for the fact that he will be reunited
with them someday. He is -- he is going to miss out on a
huge part of his life, a huge part of his children's life,
but this is -- he understands that he is getting a benefit
here and he is not taking that lightly and does have --
does -- already has plans once he is released and when we

get there to take this lesson, a hard lesson, a lesson
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that sometimes we don't understand why it happened the way
it happened but it did.

He -- he is a very smart young man, and I hate that
he is -- that we are in the situation that we are in on
both sides of the fence here.

Your Honor, I don't know if his family wishes to
address -- his mother, I believe, wants to address Your
Honor, and that's Ms. Juanita Horry.

THE COURT: Okay. What's your name, ma'am?

THE MOTHER: My name is Marie (phonetic) Horry.

THE COURT: Ms. Horry? Okay. What would you like to
tell me?

THE MOTHER: First of all, I just wanted to address
the Court and address the family of the victim. I
understand it's hard. It's very hard, and I apologize
from the bottom of my heart for the pain that you had to
endure for this child. And everybody else, we apologize
as a family because he is my own.

Y'all got something hard. You'll never get it back,
and my son, a lot of people don't know the real him, but
he does come from a good family. He does have a lot of
support, he does.

All we ask is -- the only thing I really wanted to
say was I apologize to your family. Just like I said, you

can never get your son back but we pray and we pray often
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to give y'all strength. You do it day by day. It won't
happen all that much, day by day.

My boy is a -- is a —-- up until this, this whole
thing -- my son is a good boy. He has three kids. From
16 he worked, went to school, took care of his kids,
that's the most for him in his life is his children.

I knew how he felt when this incident happened
because the first thing he says, "I took somebody's
father, brother." Everybody, it was a mistake, and I hope
y'all find it in your heart to forgive.

We just have to get over this stumble right here, and
you know, like I say, I have -- I had to come down to the
kids. They'll be all right, but I'm glad you stood up
like a man like I raised you to take responsibility for
what happened.

THE COURT: Thank you, Ms. Horry.

THE MOTHER: Thank you.

MS. GOODE: And, Your Honor, I believe that Dequan
does have something he wishes to say.

THE COURT: Okay. Yes, sir.

THE DEFENDANT: I'm saying this in regards to
Mr. Jewell's family. I know there is nothing I can say
standing up in front of this courtroom that will ease the
pain that you feel or even take back the terrible phone

call that you had that night.
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I want to apologize, and I ask that you find it deep
down within your heart, because I know it's not at the
surface, to forgive my actions and my stupidity, please.

That's all I want say, Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right. Thank you, Mr. Vereen.

Anything further, Mr. Goldberg?

MR. GOLDBERG: No, sir.

THE COURT: Okay. All right. Just so that all the
families know and understand, this is what we -- because
you all weren't here when we took the plea, but this is
what we call a negotiated plea.

In South Carolina, that's a term of art. So that
means that the parties have already worked out the
specific sentence. I either go along with it, or I just
refuse to hear the case at all.

So this was a negotiated plea and negotiated terms
and conditions, and based upon what I've heard, I'm going
to follow the negotiations.

In -- you know, to Mr. Jewell's family and to
Mr. Koger, one of the things that when I'm out at what I

call nonlawyer events, people think, "You know, well, you

know, you gave him 30 years. He'll only do five or six
or" -- you know, that's not the way it works in South
Carolina.

These are no parole offenses. He will serve at least
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85 percent of the sentence that I impose today before he
will even be eligible to be released.

I tell you that because I don't want there to be any
misconception about that. You know, this isn't something
where he is going to go do a quarter of the time and get
out or do a third of the time and get out.

He will do more than, way more than, the majority of
the time, somewhere north of 85 percent, before he will
even be eligible to be released. So just keep that in
mind.

There is nothing I can do to take away from you, Mr.
Koger, what you experienced that night, and there is
nothing I can do to bring Mr. Jewell back. I certainly
wish that there was. These things would be much easier if
we all had that ability but there is not.

I thank both families on both sides for being present
here today and showing support for your loved ones
regardless of which side of the case you are on.

That is very important for all of you that traveled
from out of state. Thank you for making the trip. I hope
you understand why we took the plea last week because he
was on the trial docket for this week.

I had to defer the sentencing until now so that you
could all be present. I want to thank each of you for

coming and making the trip and putting forth the effort to
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be present for this.

All right. The sentence of the Court on the
attempted murder, the voluntary manslaughter, and the
armed robbery is that you be committed to the State
Department of Corrections for a determinate term of 30

years.

These are all to be run concurrent. You are to be

given credit for time served. You're not allowed to have

any contact with the victims directly or indirectly.
luck to you, sir.

MS. GOODE: Thank you.

MR. GOLDBERG: Thank you, Your Honor.

(Whereupon, the proceedings were concluded.)

Good
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CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER:

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF RICHLAND

I, Karen Ambroziak
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2015.
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the State of South Carolina, do
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the trial of the captioned case,

the Court of General Sessions for

Carolina, on the 4th day of August,

e 23, 2016
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ren Ambroziak, RPR, Court Reporter
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STATE.OF SOUTH CAROLINA)
- ) INDICTMENT
COUNTY OF RICHLAND )

‘At a Court of General Sessions, convened on August 13, 2014, the

Grand Jurors of Richland County present upon their oath:

MURDER

—— ——e— v [P PUU U, 5 — . ——— -— - - —-— - o e -
—_— e s e o e—

That Dequan Marque]l Vereen did in Richland -County, on or about
September 19, 2013, kil the victim, Robert Jewell, with malice
aforethought, either express or implied, and the victim did die as a
proximate result thereof. All in violation of Section 16-03-0010, S. C. Code'

of Laws, 1976, as amended.

Against the peace and dignity of the State, and contrary to the

statute in such case made and provided.

DAN JOHNSON, SOLICITOR
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA)
INDICTMENT

)
COUNTY OF RICHLAND )

At a Court of General Sessions, convened on August 13, 2014, the

Grand Jurors of Richland County present upon their oath:

ATTEMPTED ARMED ROBBERY

That Dequan Marquell Vereen did, in Richland County on or about
September 19, 2013, while armed with a deadly weapon' attemp{ to take ‘
and carry away personal property from or |n the |mmed|ate presence of 7
Robert Jewell wrth |ntent to depnve hlmlher of possesslon by use of force

threats or mtrmldatlon in vrolatlon of Sectlon 16—11-0330(B) S C Code of. .

ALaws 1976 as amended

, Again's't"ihe peace and dignity of the St_ate, and »contrary‘ to the -

statute in such \case‘made and provided. _— A
o ' , ' g ~

DAN JOHNSON, SOLICITOR
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA)
e ) INDICTMENT

COUNTY OF RICHLAND )

At a Court of General Sessions, convened on August 13, 2014, the

Grand Jurors of Richland County present upon their oathﬁ

ATTEMPTED MURDER

That Dequan Mérquell \/ereeh did -in Richland County on or about
November 14, 2012, did with the intent to kill, attempt to kil TERENCIO
KOGER with malice aforethought, either expressed or implied. All in

violation of SC Code of Laws § 16-3-29 (1976, as amended).

. Against the peace and dignity of the State, and contrary to the

statute in such case made and provided.

D j

b DAN JOHNSON, SOLICITOR
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— Richland County Sheriff

ARREST WARRANT NUMBER
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VERDICT
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Indictment for
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while armed or allegedly armed with a
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CDR Code: 0139
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After being fully advised as to my
legal rights, | hereby waive presentment
to the Grand Jury.

Defendant

e ]

hereby appear in my own proper person and plead
guilty to the within indictment or to

Defendant

- Witness:

C.C.C. PLS. AND G.S.

CERTIFIED TRUE COPY
OF ORIGINAL FILED,

s
C.C.C.P&GS.
RICHLAND COUNTY
SOUTH CAROLINA
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA)
T INDICTMENT

)
COUNTY OF RICHLAND )

At a Court of General Sessions, convened on August 13, 2014, the

Grand Jurors of Richland County present upon their oath:

ARMED ROBBERY
That Dequan Marquell Vereen did in Richland County on or about Novémber 14,
2012, commit robbery by feloniously taking from the person or presence of
Terencio Koger, by means of force or intimidation, goods or monies of Corner
Pantry, such goo_ds or monies being described as US Currency, with the intent to
deprive the owner permanently of such property, while armed with a pistol, dirl;,
slingshot, metal knuckles, razor, or other deadly weapon, or while alleging, either |
by actions or words, that he or she was armed while using a representation of a
deadly weapon or any object which a person present during the commission of the
robbery reasonably believed to be a deadly weapon. All in violation of §16-11-

330(A), SC Code of Laws (1976, as amended).

Against the péace and dignity of the State, and contrary to the

statute in such case made-and provided.

: 2 9 — }\-’

DAN JOHNSON, SOLICITOR
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )
COUNTY OF Richland ;
STATE VS. ) INDICTMENT/CASE#: _ 2014GS4005488
Dequan Marquell Vereen ) AW _2013A4010203320
AKA: y  Dateof Offense: _9/19/2013
Race: BLACK Sex: M Age: 21 y SC.Code §: 16-03-0010
boB: = ss# )  CDRCode#: _ 0116
éddress: - ) RECOMMENDED
ity,State,Zip: )
: HEET
DL#; STDF: ) NEEDTENFES v
*CDL Yes[[] No[]] CMV Yes[[] No[_] Hazmat Yes[] No[]
In disposition of the said indictment comes now the Defendant who was [J CONVICTED OF or XIPLEADS
TO: Manslaughter / Voluntary manslaughter
in violationof § 16-03-0050 of the S.C. Code of Laws, bearing CDR Code # 0217
[J NON-VIOLENT VIOLENT [JSERIOUS  [XJMOST SERIOUS [ JMandatory GPS(CSC [1§17-2545
w/minor 1st or Lewd Act)
The charge is: [] As Indicted, [X]Lesser Included Offense,  [_]Defendnnt Waives Presentment to Grand Jury. (defendant’s initials)
Thepleais: ] Without Negotiations or Recommendation, X Negotigéed Sentenge, [J Recommendation by the State.
Bovycas
ATTEST% 7220, % Do Vormme 1000¢ T
GOLDBERG,DAN * SCBar# efendant Attorney fiir Defendant SC Bar#

WHEREFORE, the Defendant is commited to the YA State Department of Corrections, [] County Detention Center,

for a determinate term of 30 <O /vears or  [] underthe Youthful Offender Act not to exceed years
and/or to pay a fine of $ ; provided that upon the service of days/months/years and/or payment

of § ; plus costs and assessments as applicable*; the balance is suspended with probation for

months/years and subject to South Carolina Department of Probation, Parole and Pardon Services standard conditions of
probation, which are incorporated by reference.
CONCURRENT or [] CONSECUTIVE to sentence on:
The Defendant is to be given credit for time served pursuant to S.C. Code § 24-13-40 to be calculated and applied
y the State Department of Corrections.
[J The Defendant is to be placed on the Central Registry of Child Abuse and Neglect pursuant to S.C. Code §17-25-135.

Pursuant to 18 U.S.C Section 922,it is unlawful for a person convicted of a violation of Section 16-25-20 or 16-25-65 (Criminal
Domestic Violence ) to ship,transport,possess,or receive a firearm or ammunition,

SPECIAL CONDITIONS:
[JRESTITUTION: [] Deferred [] Def. Waives Hearing [ ordered  PTUP
Total: § plus 20% fee: 5 days/hours Public Seryi t PY
0] Setby SCDPPPS Attend Voc. Rehab. or Job Corp. OF OR ) ‘
— May serve W/E begining ,1-:‘
Recipient: Substance Abuse Counseling O C~C-E":‘ ?“E)S NTV
1ANTD [ i

*Fine: 3 Random Drug/Alcohol testing RIGpiLANG L5 LINA
§ 14-1-206 (Asscssments 107.5 %) 3 Fine may be pd. in equal, consecut y/%ﬁQ s
§ 14-1-211(A)(1) (Conv. Surcharge) $100 $ pmts. of $ beginning
§ 14-1-211(A)(2) (DUI Surcharge) $100 $ . .
§ 56-5-2995 (DUI Assessment) $12 3 OS;h__.__________ paid to Public Defender Fund
§ 56-1-286 (DUI Breath Test) $25 3 er:
Proviso 47.9 (Public Def/Prob) $500 $ NO CONTACT WITH VI CT’M(S)
§ 14-1-212 (Law Enforce. Funding) $25 $ ECTLY OR 3ND”§:TLY
§ 14-1-213 (Drug Court Surcharge) $150 ~§ S‘ ' ‘
§ 50-21-114(BUI Breath Test Fee) $50 $ Nu“‘ ”b 8 ’ * h s m
§ 56-5-2942(J) (Vehicle Assessment) $40/ea § [Q Appointed PD or appointed other counsel, (L,
Proviso 90.5 (SCCJA Surcharge) $5 $ § 47.12 requires $500 be paid to Clerk
3%to County (if paid in installments) 5 during probation.
TOTAL $ g

7 A Presiding Judge W
Clerk of Court/ Deputy Cle ‘ ay J Judge Code: Z / é [
Court Reporter: j Sentence Date: 72— 30D - /5

SCCA/217 (03/2011) l fLe4- orLy



sT4fk OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) IN THE COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS
COUNTY OF Richland ;
STATE VS. ) INDICTMENT/CASE#:  2014GS4005491
Dequan Marquell Vereen y  A/W# __2012A4010600405
ARA: )  DateofOffense: _11/1472012
Race: BLACK Sex: M Age: 21 ) S.C.Code § :_16-03-0029
poB. Ss#2 ) CDR Code #: _ 3410
é-‘i;”éfsi o ) RECOMMENDED
ity,State,Zip: ) s T
oL SIOF ) ENERCRIRT X
*CDL Yes[] No[] CMV Yes[[] No[] Hazmat Yes[] No[]
In disposition of the said indictment comes now the Defendant who was [0 CONVICTEDOF or [X]|PLEADS
TO: Attempted Murder
in violationof § 16-03-0029 of the S.C. Code of Laws, bearing CDR Code # 3410
{TJ] NON-VIOLENT VIOLENT [JSERIOUS [XIMOST SERIOUS ["IMandatory GPS(CSC [1§17-25-45
w/minor Ist or Lewd Act)
The charge is: As Indicted, [JLesser Included Offense, [T)Defendant Waives Presentment to Grand Jury. (defendant's initials)
Thepleais:  []Without Negotiations or Recommesidation, X Negoti%lgdrSentgnce, [J Recommendation by the State.
ATTEST r3_Cerng et y
ST~ tpze /% Dt Vaas | 1000t
GOLDBRRG, DAN SC Bar# fendant Attorney for{Defendant SC Bar#
WHEREFORE, the Defendant is commited to the ﬁ_State Department of Corrections, {71 County Detention Center,
for a determinate term of 3 dupmimmmiing/years or [ under the Youthful Offender Act not to exceed years
and/or to pay a fine of $ ; provided that upon the service of days/months/years and/or payment

of § ; plus costs and assessments as applicable®*; the balance is suspended with probation for

months/years and subject to South Carolina Department of Probation, Parole and Pardon Services standard conditions of
robation, which are incorporated by reference.
CONCURRENT or [C] CONSECUTIVE to sentence on:
The Defendant is to be given credit for time served pursuant to S.C. Code § 24-13-40 to be calculated and applied
‘by the State Department of Corrections.
[J The Defendant is to be placed on the Central Registry of Child Abuse and Negiect pursuant to S.C. Code §17-25-135.

Pursuant to 18 U.S.C Section 922,it is unlawful for a person convicted of a violation of Section 16-25-20 or 16-25-65 (Criminal
Domestic Violence ) to ship,transport,possess,or receive a firearm or ammunition.

SPECIAL CONDITIONS:
[CRESTITUTION: [} Deferred [T] Def. Waives Hearing [ ] Ordered  PTUP
: lus 20% fee: i ;

'Fl"otal. ?r : plus 207 5 days/hours P“"“‘éERﬂﬁMME!E COPY

e Obtain GED ] OF ORIGINAL FILED
(3 Set by SCDPPPS Attend Voc. Rehab. or Job Co: :
— May serve W/E begining

ecipient: Subst Abuse C i AVEWN o .
o ubstance Abuse Counse| ufg R LAND COUNTY

Fine: $ Random Drug/Alcohol testing AROLINA
§ 14-1-206 (Assessments 107.5 %) $ Fine may be pd. in equal, consecu§ weeuy(/r;noﬁth y
§ 14-1-211(A)(1) (Conv. Surcharge) $100 $ pmts. of § ) beginning
§ 14-1-211(A)(2) (DUI Surcharge) $100 $ . .
§ 56-5-2995 (DUI Assessment) 512 3 $ —______ paidto Public Defender Fund
§ 56-1-286 (DUI Breath Test) $25 S Other: o NO-CONTAGT-WITHVICTIMS——
Proviso 47.9 (Public Def/Prob) $500 $
§ 14-1-212 (Law Enforce. Funding) $25 $
§ 14-1-213 (Drug Court Surcharge) $150 " § g , ’
§ 50-21-114(BUI Breath Test Fee) $50 3 em m“.s g H. ’g & M
§ 56-5-2942(J) (Vehicle Assessment) $40/eca  § [0 Appointed PD or appointed other counsel,z l b *
Proviso 90.5 (SCCJA Surcharge) $5 $ § 47.12 requires $500 be paid to Clerk
3% to County (if paid in installments) b during probation.
TOTAL $

Presiding Judge )%M
Judge Code: 16
Sentence Date: Wi ¥ e

SCCA/217 (03/2011) - DPLSA-ONLY




IN THE COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS 4 1

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )
COUNTY OF Richland ;
STATE VS. ) INDICTMENT/CASE#: 2014GS4005493
Dequan Marquell Vereen ) A/W#: _2012A4010400113
AKA; ) Date of Offense: _11/14/2012
Race: BLACK Sex: M Age: 21 ) S.C.Code § :_16-11-0330(A)
ADc?dBr S sseT T T T ) CDR Code #: _ 0139
€ss:
: = ) RECOMMENDED
City,State,Zip:
DL#: SIDE: ) SENTENCE SHEET ¢
‘ : ) NEGOTIATED
*CDL Yes[[] No[] CMV Yes[[] No[] Hazmat Yes['] No[]
In disposition of the said indictment comes now the Defendant who was [0 CONVICTED OF or XIPLEADS
TO: Robbery/ Armed Robbery, robbery while armed or allegedly armed with a deadly weapon
in violationof § 16-11-0330(A) of the S.C. Code of Laws, bearing CDR Code # 0139
(] NON-VIOLENT _ [X] VIOLENT [JSERIOUS [XIMOST SERIOUS [ JMandatory GPS(CSC [1§17-25-45
w/minor 1st or Lewd Act)
The charge is: As Indicted, []Lesser Included Offense, [ | Defendant Waives Presentment to Grand Jury. (defendant's initials)
Thepleais:  [] Without Negotiations or Recommendation, X Negotiat’ed Sentence, Recommendation by the State.
ATTEST: 72 ‘ Sy EoS Lo ; 7
Lo 1 000
GOLDBERG{DAN SC Bar# Defendant SCBar#
WHEREFORE, the Defendant is commited to the w State Department of Corrections, [ County Detention Center,
for a determinate term of wimpminsemths/years or  [] under the Youthful Offender Act not to exceed years
and/or to pay a fine of § ; provided that upon the service of days/months/years and/or payment

of § ; plus costs and assessments as applicable*; the balance is suspended with probation for

months/years and subject to South Carolina Department of Probation, Parole and Pardon Services standard conditions of
probation, which are incorporated by reference.
CONCURRENT or [0 CONSECUTIVE to sentence on:
The Defendant is to be given credit for time served pursuant to S.C. Code § 24-13-40 to be calculated and applied
by the State Department of Corrections.
[0 The Defendant is to be placed on the Central Registry of Child Abuse and Neglect pursuant to S.C. Code §17-25-135.

Pursuant to 18 U.S.C Section 922,it is unlawful for a person convicted of a violation of Section 16-25-20 or 16-25-65 (Criminal
Domestic Violence ) to ship,transport,possess,or receive a firearm or ammunition.

SPECIAL CONDITIONS:

[JRESTITUTION: [[] Deferred [_] Def. Waives Hearing [Jordered PTUP
Total: $ plus 20% fee: $ dayshours Public SergigeEmpioweent JE COPY
Payment Terms: Obtain GED  [] OF ORIGINAL FILED
[ Set by SCDPPPS Attend Voc. Rehab. or Job Corp. ‘
= May serve W/E begining

ecipient: Substance Abuse Counselin Aatbutiliaiey
i S ““RICHLAND COUNTY

Fine: 3 Random Drug/Alcohol testing % ou
§ 14-1-206 (Assessments 107.5 %) s Fine may be pd. in equal, consecutive Mﬂlﬁ@a NA s
§ 14-1-21 I{A)(1} (Conv. Surcharge) $100 $ pmts, of § beginning
§14-1-211(A)(2) (DUI Surcharge) $100 s . .
§ 56-5-2995 (DUI Assessmen() s12 5 $  paidto Public Defender Fund
§ 56-1-286 (DUI Breath Test) $25 S Other:
Proviso 47.9 (Public Def/Prob) $500 ~§ NO CONTACT WITH VICTIM(S)
§ 14-1-212 (Law Enforce. Funding) $25 7§ __DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY
8 14-1-213 (Drug Court Surcharge) $150 $ . &
§ 50-21-114(BUI Breath Test Fee) $50 § SPN“N‘O NG B ,‘" 5 M
§ 56-5-2942()) (Vehicle Assessment) $40/ca _§ (J Appointed PD or appointed other counsel,g ," l 1y
Proviso 90.5 (SCCJA Surcharge) $5 3 § 47.12 requires $500 be paid to Clerk 2 ' 6w
3%to County (if paid in installments) S during probation.
TOTAL S

. Presiding Judge & W
Clerk of Court/ Deputy Clerk f PF Judge C(%de: g_______%*z‘-{'

Court Reporter: Sentence Date: 3 - ’L 5
SCCA/217 (03/2011) Y LY ovLy
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3. Name(s) of co-defendant(s) (if any)

FORM 35
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA Qjﬁ‘/é (’/ ?é[-,/
IN THE COURT OF COMMON S
County of “iciiiuit
begian Vereen sH94%0Y

Full name and prison number (if any) of Applicant

APPLICATION FOR ..

State of South Carolina POST-CONVICTION RELIEF

G2:| Hd L-da¥9I0C

INSTRUCTIONS - READ CAREFULLY

In order for this application to receive consideration by the Court, it shall be in writing (legibly
handwritten or typewritten), signed by the applicant and verified (notarized), and it shall set forth in
concise form the answers to each applicable question. If necessary, applicant may furnish his answer to a

particular question on the reverse side of the page or on an additional page. Applicant shall make clear to
which question any such continued answer refers.

Since every application must be sworn under oath, any false statement of a material fact therein

may serve as the basis of prosecution and conviction for perjury. Applicants should, therefore, exercise
care to assure that all answers are true and correct.

If the application is taken in forma pauperis, it shall include an affidavit (attached at the back of ,
the form) setting forth information which establishes that applicant will be unable to pay the fees and

costs of the proceedings. When the application is completed, the original shall be mailed to the Clerk of
Court for the County in which the applicant was convicted.

l. Place of detention ~2rry Uorr. Iust. 300 Usilzwn . Yelzar,
D0. A0S0
2. Name and location of Court which imposed sentence
“ichland Lounty Seasral Segsions

T . -t BRI G ~ e
R SR B EA R AT A RS B

4. The indictment number or numbers (if known) upon which and the offenses for which

sentence was imposed:
(@) “oilueo 7 ULGel Lomoalac ater, 2864 vo.eee? ]

(b)

L
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(c)

The date upon which sentence was imposed and the terms of the sentence:

(a) Awonast O, 2ulS {(Sh-yearn n, _re,ated ceateaca).
(b)

(€)

Check whether a finding of guilty was made:

-~

(a) aftera pleaof guilty 1oz of -uwilty

(b) after a plea of not guilty

(c) after a plea of nolo contendere

Did you appeal from the judgment of conviction or the imposition of sentence?

If you answered "yes” to (7), list:

(a) the name of each Court to which you appealed:

.
- o] il PR N ad Vet e >
L r Ouuyr of & seale

1.

iii.

(b) the result in each such Court to which you appealed:

: ! e
SIS

foe v,y
i $aade ! g

(c) the date of each such result:

i. Sacaauer 17, 2415

(d) if known, citations of any written opinion or orders entered pursuant to such

results:

i 2ulL-duli7ly

il.

iii.

If you answered “no” to (7). state your reasons for not so appealing:

(a) s/

(b




(c)

State concisely the grounds on which you base your allegation that you are being held in

custody unlawfully:

(a) duzfiective z2zsisztance of couasel

iavelunzary Juilty plea
( taveluazary Luilty .

(¢) dzaial of lns srocess

State concisely and in the same order the facts which support each of the grounds set out

in (10):

(a) iace of preirisl lavestijstion, failere to intervies witoesses

¥

(b) coevaszl raadecal dsade neite advicz, 4 raasonadiy congetaat sttor-—

2

(€)  woy ool ant iys slyien fg el niles

2395 LRI iy PO N RS e S U ¥ 4 b S

Prior to this application have you filed with respect to this conviction:

(a) any petition in a State Court under South Carolina Law? a/a

(b)  any petition in State or Federal Courts for habeas corpus or post-convictions

relief? af=

(c)  any petition in the United States Supreme Court for certiorari other than petitions,

if any, already specified in (8)? o/

(d) any other petitions, motions or applications in this or any other Court?

[f you answered “yes"” to any part of (12), list with respect to each petition, motion or
application:

(a) the specific nature thereof:

L /s

ii.

(b the name and location of the Court in which cach was filed:

1. afo

‘v



(c) the disposition thereof:

. a/e

ii.

iii.

iv.

(d)  the date of each such disposition:

i. 2=

ii.

iii.

iv.
(e) if known, citations of any written opinions or orders entered pursuant to each such

disposition:

i. afa

ii.

iii.

iv.

I14.  Has any ground set forth in (10) been previously presented to this or any other Court,

State or Federal, in any petition, motion or application which you have filed?

Figst fdiling of P£C2

5. If you answered “yes” to (14) identify:

(@)
i.

il

iii.

(b)
.

.
1.

iii.

which grounds have been presented:

=

the proceedings in which cach ground was raised:

it /I 2

Revised 3/2003
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16.

18.

If any ground set forth in (10) has not previously been presented to any Court, State or
Federal, set forth the ground and state concisely the reasons why such ground has not
previously been presented:

(a) ficct Filis A€ 200

(b)
(©)

Were you represented by an attorney at any time during the course of:

(a) your arraignment and plea? - s-

(b) your trial, if any? /3

(c) your sentencing? 423

(d)  your appeal, if any, from the judgment of conviction or the imposition of

sentence? s 2T

(e) preparation, presentation or consideration of any petitions, motions or

applications with respect to this conviction, which you filed?

1 / i

If you answered “yes"” to one or more parts of (17), list:
(a) the name and address of each attorney who represented you:

1. Alicia Do Goode, idicnland Couvanky Dar

oo
111, R S N

(b) the proceedings at which each such attorney represented you:

i ilos 2nd

L geafzaci,

iii.

Revised 3/2003
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19.  State clearly the relief you seek in filing this application:
Vieaba menrants ati coavictios ond ressel Jor gew trisl, or in
t ¢na slrarasrive s€F3c bhs reldisf lssoad fanst in tais oather.
20.  Are you now under sentence from any other court that you have not challenged?
o

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )
) VERIFICATION

County of _rs2avilla )

I, GLeynan Varesa

, being duly sworn
upon my oath, depose and say that [ have subscribed to the foregoing application; that | know the
contents thereof; that it includes every ground known to me for vacating, setting aside or

allegations therein set forth are true.

correcting the conviction and sentence attacked in this application; and that the matters and

/Deéagm Véreen

SWORN to and subscribed before me this 4 Z/i

day of

My Commission Expires:

(é@/

By

(L.S)
. T
1 et
-~ I”Z
o
-0 —d
- —
SRR © =
.':.l £ -
R, =
BRI
4,9;) ',}75‘2
j‘y/y <
Vhy 73 Revised 32003
U, 6
R
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APPLICATION TO PROCEED WITHOUT PAYMENT
OF COSTS AND AFFIDAVIT
IN SUPPORT THEREOF
I, Pa uan Yoraen

(D

, hereby apply for leave to
proceed in this action without prepayment of fees or costs or security therefor. In support of my
application I declare under penalty of perjury that the following facts are true:

(2)

[ am the applicant in this action and I believe [ am entitled to redress.

Because of my poverty [ am unable to pay the costs of said proceeding or give
security thereof. )

’/De?,mv/ Va7~ i

Applicant
rm tq and subscribed betore me this
/1,/ '

, &l{:

My Commission Expires: / 28~ 2023

. ~ o
s =) s
LD —— —
" =) <
e = —

e -0 Ry
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
COUNTY OF RICHLAND ) OF THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
)
)
DeQuan Vereen, #364939, ) Case No.: 2016-CP-40-2141
)
)
Applicant, )
) RETURN
V. )
)
State of South Carolina, )
)
Respondent. )
)

In response to Applicant’s present post-conviction relief application filed April 7, 2016,
Respondent would show this Court:

L

Applicant is currently incarcerated with the South Carolina Department of Corrections
pursuant to the Richland County Clerk of Court’s orders of commitment. The Richland County
Grand Jury indicted Applicant at the August 2014 term for two counts of attempted armed
robbery (2014-GS-40-5489; -5493), attempted murder (2014-GS-40-5491), and murder (2014-
(GS-40-5488). Applicant was represented by Alicia D. Goode, Esquire.

On July 30, 2015, Applicant pled guilty before the Honorable Robert E. Hood to one
count of voluntary manslaughter reduced from murder, one count of armed robbery, and one
count of attempted murder for a negotiated thirty year sentence on each charge, to run
concurrently. Sentencing was deferred until August 4, 2015 for family members to be present, at
which time Judge Hood sentenced him to the negotiated terms. Applicant filed a timely notice of

appeal on August 11, 2015. While his appeal was pending, Applicant filed his first PCR
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application on November 3, 2015 (2015-CP-40-6525). Applicant’s PCR application was
dismissed without prejudice by the Honorable Alison R. Lee on November 24, 2015, until such
time Applicant’s appeal is resolved.
Applicant’s appeal was dismissed by the South Carolina Court of Appeals and the
remittitur was sent on January 6, 2016. (App. Case No. 2015-001719).
II.
In his current application for post-conviction relief, Applicant alleges he is being

unlawfully held in custody for the following reasons':

1. Ineffective assistance of counsel.
a. “Lack of pretrial investigation, failure to interview witnesses.”
2. Involuntary guilty plea.
a. “Counsel rendered inadequate advice, a reasonably competent attorney
would not have advised me to plead guilty.”
3. Denial of due process.

Respondent denies Applicant is entitled to relief on these claims, and demands strict
proof thereof. Any claims not specifically enumerated in the application or amendments thereto
will be opposed by Respondent at the evidentiary hearing. All amendments should be made well
in advance of hearing and should be filed in compliance with Rule 11, SCRCP.

Attached to this return and incorporated herein are the records of the Richland County
Clerk of Court regarding the subject conviction, the plea and sentencing transcripts, Applicant’s
records from the South Carolina Department of Corrections, and the records of this action. Any
records not attached will be forwarded upon receipt. Respondent reserves the right to amend this

return upon receipt of any relevant materials.



II.

Respondent asserts Applicant’s allegation of ineffective assistance of counsel is without
merit. Respondent asserts Applicant’s attorney rendered effective assistance well within the
standard of “reasonableness within professional norms” for a defense attorney.

Where ineffective assistance of counsel is alleged as a ground for relief, Applicant must
prove that “counsel’s conduct so undermined the proper functioning of the adversarial process

that the trial cannot be relied on as having produced a just result.” Strickland v. Washington, 466

U.S. 668, 686, 104 S. Ct. 2052, 2064 (1984); Butler v. State, 286 S.C. 441, 442, 334 S.E.2d 813,
814 (1985).

The proper measure of performance is whether the attorney provided representation
within the range of competence required in criminal cases. The courts presume counsel
“rendered adequate assistance and made all significant decisions in the exercise of reasonable
professional judgment.” Strickland, 466 U.S. at 690, 104 S. Ct. at 2066. Applicant must

overcome this presumption in order to receive relief, See Cherry v. State, 300 S.C. 115, 118, 386

S.E.2d 624, 625 (1989).

A two-pronged test is used in evaluating allegations of ineffective assistance of counsel.
First, Applicant must prove counsel’s performance was deficient. Under this prong, attorney
performance is measured by its “reasonableness under prevailing professional norms.” Cherry v.
State, 300 S.C. at 117, 386 S.E.2d at 625 (quoting Strickland, 466 U.S. at 688, 104 S. Ct. at
2065). Second, counsel’s deficient performance must have prejudiced Applicant such that “there

is a reasonable probability that, but for counsel’s unprofessional errors, the result of the

! The allegations in Applicant’s 1¥ PCR are the exact same verbatim, as the allegations in the present application.
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proceeding would have been different.” Cherry, 300 S.C. at 117-18, 386 S.E.2d at 625. “A
reasonable probability is a probability sufficient to undermine confidence in the outcome of
trial.” Johnson v. State, 325 S.C. 182, 186, 480 S.E.2d 733, 735 (1997) (citing Strickland v.
Washington, 466 U.S. 668, 104 S. Ct. 2052 (1984)).

Respondent submits Applicant cannot satisfy either requirement of the Strickland v.
Washington test. However, the allegation of ineffective assistance of counsel probably raises
questions of fact that cannot be conclusively refuted by the record. Respondent requests an
evidentiary hearing to fully resolve this issue. See Sharper v. State, 279 S.C. 264, 265, 305

S.E.2d 247, 248 (1983) (citing Norman v. State, 276 S.C. 278, 277 S.E.2d 707 (1981)).

V.
Respondent submits that any allegation that Applicant’s guilty plea was involuntary is
without merit. In post-conviction relief cases, an applicant asserting a constitutional violation
must frame the issue as one of ineffective assistance of counsel. Al-Shabazz, 338 S.C. at 363-64,

527 S.E.2d at 747 (citing Drayton v. Evatt, 312 S.C. 4, 430 S.E.2d 517 (1993); Hyman v. State,

278 S.C. 501, 299 S.E.2d 330 (1983); Richardson v. State, 310 S.C. 360, 426 S.E.2d 795

(1993)). An applicant who pleads guilty on the advice of counsel may collaterally attack the plea
only by showing that (1) counsel was ineffective and (2) there is a reasonable probability that but
for counsel's errors, the defendant would not have pled guilty and would have insisted on going

to trial. Roscoe v. State, 345 S.C. 16, 20, 546 S.E.2d 417, 419 (2001) (citing Hill v. Lockhart,

474 U.S. 52; Jackson v. State, 342 S.C. 95, 535 S.E.2d 926 (2000); Thompson v. State, 340 S.C.

112, 531 S.E.2d 294 (2000); Rayford v. State, 314 S.C. 46, 443 S.E.2d 805 (1994)). An

applicant alleging that his guilty plea was induced by ineffective assistance of counsel must



prove that counsel's advice was not "within the competence demanded of attorneys in criminal

cases." Hill v. Lockhart, 474 U.S. at 56. “A guilty plea is a solemn, judicial admission of the

truth of the charges” against the applicant. Dalton v. State, 376 S.C. 130, 137, 654 S.E.2d 870,
874 (Ct. App. 2007) (citing Blackledge v. Allison, 431 U.S. 63 (1977)). Admissions “made
during a guilty plea should be considered conclusive unless [an applicant] presents valid reasons
why he should be allowed to depart from the truth of his statements.” Id. at 137-38, 654 S.E.2d

at 874 (citing Crawford v. United States, 519 F.2d 347 (4th Cir. 1975); Edmonds v. Lewis, 546

F.2d 566 (4th Cir. 1976)).

Respondent submits the record fully supports the knowing and voluntary nature of
Applicant's plea. However, allegations regarding the voluntariness of the plea may raise
questions of fact the record does not conclusively refute. Accordingly, Respondent requests an
evidentiary hearing on this allegation. Sharper, 279 S.C. 264, 305 S.E.2d 247.

V.

Applicant alleges his constitutional rights were infringed upon by denying Applicant due
process. However, Applicant does not explain with any specificity the grounds upon which these
constitutional violations are based. The Uniform Post-Conviction Procedure Act requires the
Applicant te "sbeciﬁcally set forth the grounds upon which the application is based." S.C. Code
Ann. § 17-27-50 (1985). |

Before the Court will hold an evidentiary hearing, Applicant must make a prima facie

showing that he is entitled to relief. Welch v. MacDougall, 246 S.C. 258, 143 S.E.2d 455

(1965); Blandshaw v. State, 245 S.C. 385, 140 S.E.2d 784 (1965). This allegation is so vague

that it is impossible for the State to respond. Since Applicant has not made the minimum prima
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facie showing, the Court should dismiss this ground for failure to comply with the Uniform Post-
Conviction Procedure Act.
VL
Respondent denies each allegation not expressly admitted, qualified or explained.
VIL
WHEREFORE, having made its Return, Respondent requests that a hearing be held and

counsel appointed to represent Applicant.

Respectfully submitted,

ALAN WILSON
Attorney General

JOHN W. MCINTOSH
Chief Deputy Attorney General

JOHANNA C. VALENZUELA
Senior Assistant Deputy Attorney General

JESSICA E. KINARD
S.C. Bar #77889
Assistant Attorney General
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )
) IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
COUNTY OF RICHLAND )
) 2016-CP-40-02141
)
DEQUAN VEREEN, #364939, )
)
Applicant, )
)
Vs ) AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE BY MAIL
)
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA, )
)
Respondent, )
)
1. I am an employee of the Respondent in the above-captioned action.
2. Regular communication by mail exists throughout the State of South Carolina and that this
is a proper circumstance of service by mail.
3. I have this day served a copy of the Return in the above-captioned matter on the following

person by depositing same in the United States mail, postage prepaid:

David K. Allen, Esquire
The Allen Law Firm, P.A.
P.O. Box 3241

West Columbia, SC 29171

DATED this the 9™ day of December, 2016.

IO thy

Felicia V. Hayes, %ﬁl Assistant
For Respondent
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF RICHLAND

)
) COURT OF COMMON PLEAS NONJURY

)

DEQUAN M. VEREEN,
APPLICANT,
VS.
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA,

RESPONDENT.

TRANSCRIPT
OF
RECORD
2016-CP-40-2141

Nl W VA A vl ) ) v

B EFORE:

THE HONORABLE JOCELYN

APPEARANCES:

DAVID K. ALLEN
ESQ. _
Attorney for the Appli

JESSICA E. KINARD
ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GEN
Attorney for the State

March 29th. 2017
Columbia, South Carolina

NEWMAN, Judge.

cant
ERAL
PAMELA E. GREEN

Circuit Court Reporter.
Seventh Judicial Circuit
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PROCEEDINGS

THE COURT: Let me start actually. I'm gonna start
with -- whenever you're -- I mean --.

MR. ALLEN: We're, we're ready, Judge.

THE COURT: Okay. Mr. Vereen, I'm gonna start out with
you. If you'd stand up, and raise your right-hand.

(WHEREUPON, the Applicant was placed under oath at this
time.)

THE COURT: All right. Mr. vereen, I just want to
advise you just like I advised Mr. Hudson.

It appears to me, as best I can tell, you entered a
guilty plea in August, 2015 on armed robbery, voluntary
manslaughter or attempted murder, and you got a 30 year
sentence.

Now, you were originally charged with two counts of
attempted armed robbery, attempted murder, and murder.

You understand that?

THE APPLICANT: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: You understand that, at least on the murder
charge, the minimum sentence you could of gotten was 30
years?

You understand?

THE APPLICANT: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: So, if I go forward with your PCR
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Application today, you understand all I can do is give you a
new trial. I can't declare that you're not guilty. I can't
give you a lesser sentence or anything like that.

The only thing I can do is to do away with your
conviction, and start you back at the beginning where you're
still charged with all these crimes.

You understand that?

THE APPLICANT: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: You understand that, if you're convicted
again, you are facing Tife imprisonment?

You understand that?

THE APPLICANT: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: That the 30 year sentence that you got is
the minimum sentence that you could get. You can't -- if
you're convicted of this again, you can't get any less time
that you have now.

You understand?

THE APPLICANT: (Nods affirmatively.)

THE COURT: You might be found not guilty, and I don't
know cause I don't know anything about the evidence 1in your
case. That is a possibility. You could be found not
guilty.

But if you are convicted, the only possibility is for
you to get more time than you have now.

You understand that?
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THE APPLICANT: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: Okay. I just wanted to go through all that
because you don't have to go forward with your PCR
Application. You can if you want to. That's what I'm here
for. But I don't want you to get into a situation where you
could end up getting your PCR Application granted, you get a
new trial or a new plea, and then you end up doing 1life
instead of the 30 years.

You understand?

THE APPLICANT: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: Okay. You need a little bit of time to
think about it and talk to your friends and family?

THE APPLICANT: No, ma'am.

THE COURT: Okay. You want to go forward with 1it?

THE APPLICANT: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: All right. 3Just wanted to make sure.

THE APPLICANT: Thank you.

THE COURT: All right. You can have a seat.

MR. ALLEN: Thank you, Your Honor.

THE COURT: 1I'1l1l hear from Ms. Kinard.

MS. KINARD: Thank you, Your Honor.

May it please the Court.

This is the matter of Dequan Vereen versus the State of
South Carolina. Case Number 2016-CP-40-2140. we're here

before the Court on the Applicant's Application for
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Post-Conviction Relief that was filed April 7th, 2016.

Mr. Vereen's currently incarcerated with the South
Carolina Department of Corrections pursuant to Orders of
Commitment from the Richland County Clerk of Court. He was
indicted by the Richland County Grand Jury at the August,
2014 term for two counts of attempted armed robbery, one
count of attempted murder, and one count of murder. He was
represented by Alicia Goode.

on July 30th, 2015, Mr. Vereen pled guilty before the
Honorable Robert E. Hood to one count of voluntary
manslaughter reduced from murder, one count of armed
robbery, and one count of attempted murder for a negotiated
30 year sentence on each charge to run concurrently.
Sentencing was deferred until August 4th, 2015, so that
family members of the victims could be presented at which
time Judge Hood sentenced Mr. Vereen to the negotiated
terms.

Mr. Vereen filed a timely Notice of Appeal August llth,
2015. WwhiTle his appeal was pending he filed his first PCR
action, which was dismissed with prejudice by Judge Lee.
His appeal was dismissed by the South Carolina Court of
Appeals, and the Remittitur was sent January 6th, 2016.

The State 1is present and ready to proceed. Mr. Vereen
is present and represented by David Allen.

THE COURT: All right. Mr. Allen.

b1
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MR. ALLEN: Thank you, Your Honor.

May it please the Court?

THE COURT: Yes, sir.

MR. ALLEN: Your Honor, I would waive the opening
statement. The facts are, are straight forward, and, and if
it pleases the Court, we can proceed straight with
testimony.

THE COURT: Yes, sir. call your first witness.

MR. ALLEN: Thank you, Your Honor.

I would call Alicia Goode.

THE BAILIFF: Place your left-hand on the Bible.

ALICIA GOODE, being first duly
sworn, testified as follows:

THE BAILIFF: Have a seat. Spell your last name for
the record.

THE WITNESS: Goode. G-0-0-D-E.

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. ALLEN:

Good morning again.
Good morning.
Thank you for being here.

Uh-huh. (Affirmative).

o r o r o

Ms. Goode, please tell the Court about your involvement
with Mr. Vereen.

wWere you the first attorney appointed?
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Alicia Goode - Direct examination
by Mr. Allen

A No, I wasn't.
Q who was, who was the first Tawyer?
A That was Joanna Delany.
Q How far into the case did she get before you took over?
A Quite far. I believe she was ori -- so, Mr. Vereen was
arrested, I think, in -- I'11 have to look. I believe it
was December of 2012 on the first set of charges, which
would of been attempted murder and attempted armed robbery I
believe. She represented him through that. I think he was
released on bond, and then he was rearrested for the murder,
and attempted armed robbery or armed robbery in -- somewhere
in 2013 I believe. 3Joanna Delany represented him up until I
think February of 2015, and then it was transferred to me.
Q So you had all three charges?

Both the---

A A1l four charges, yeah. She had both sets of charges,

yeah.

Q Okay.

A A1l incidences.

Q well, were there four charges?

A I believe so. I believe it was -- the first set was
attempted murder, attempted armed robbery, or -- it was a,

an attempted murder and an armed robbery I believe, and then
the second set was murder and attempted armed robbery or

maybe they indicted an attempted armed robbery later on. If
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Alicia Goode - Direct examination
by Mr. Allen

I can -- I'11 have to look back in my notes.
(Pause.)
A Yeah, it was -- I apologize. I, I, I know it was two

separate incidents. I just don't know if the attempted
armed robbery for the -- that was associated with the murder
charge was a direct presentment on an, an initial charge. I
can't remember.

Q That's okay. I, I think -- I don't think we have an
issue there.

A Okay. Okay.

Q well, let's take the first incident, which would of

been the convenience store incident.

A Right.

Q Correct?

A Yes.

Q Please just Tlay out the facts as presented to you 1in
discovery.

A The, the, the discovery that I received was, and

included a video, it was at a convenience store, and on the
video you see several people enter the store in like black

jumpsuits and masks. There's no sounds on the video. But

the -- it appears that whoever's there 1is attempting to rob
the store. They have guns. And, at some point, the clerk

behind the counter pulls out a gun and begins shooting in

the direction of the people, and it appears on the video one
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Alicia Goode - Direct examination
by Mr. Allen

person is hit, and gunshots fired kind of back in the
direction of the clerk, and then the video ends or, you
know, the people Teave the store.
Q So, the video's the main piece of evidence?
A The video is the main piece of evidence. I believe,
because of the gunshot that appeared to hit one of the
people involved, they were -- Taw enforcement called around
to several hospitals, I guess, Tooking for people that had
been admitted maybe possibly with gunshot wounds, and they
were able to get to Dequan. He had been checked into the
hospital, and then they were able to, I guess, speak with
him about that.
Q was there a statement provided?
A Yes.
Q How long was that -- how Tong was that case pending --
strike that.

Had -- did you meet with Mr. Vereen before he was

charged with the second incident charges?

A NoO.
Q what happened in the second incident?
A The second incident was the murder allegation and

attempted armed robbery. That was, again, at a convenience
store. There's -- there was a video provided, and the