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Motions

PROCEEDINGEGS

(Proceedings begin on the 10th day of

October 2014, at approximately 11:35 a.m.)

MR. MOYER: May it please the Couft,
Youf Honor. Dean Holcombe is before you on two
counts of intimidation of a court official and
two counts of threatening the life of public
official. The same two victims on each case:
One of whom is Tim Martin, investigator with
the sheriff’s office who'’s standing next to me;
the other is Assistant Solicitor Sylvia
Harrison whe will not be'here, but our victim
advocate is going to read a brief statement on
her behalf. The defendant has no bond, and we
are asking that it remains that way.

The way this got to the Court: The
defendant was initially arrested in May 2013
for the charge of breach of trust result from
an incident that happened in May 2012. The
defendant immediately began harassing
investigating officer, Tim Martin, by e-mail.
This culminated in an e-mail on June 9, 2014,
which led to these charges.

In that e-mail, he referenced both Tim

Martin and Sylvia Harrison. In that, he
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referred to-Sylvia as, quote, a lying cunt
whore; tells Investigator Martin to consider
suicide because he, Holcomb, is so dangerous
that his enemies killed themselves; and he
says, behind it all, there is a price to pay.

He references a scripture reference, Psalm
109. In that, to quote part of that, the
language is, “Appoint someone evil to oppose my
enemy; let an accuser -stand at his right hand.
When he is tried, let him be found guilty, and
may his prayers condemn  him. May his days be
few; may another-take his. place of leadership.
May his children be fatherless and his wife a
widow.” We consider that a threat, along with
the other references that he makes in that
e-mail.,

Warrants were served for two counts of
intimidation 6f a court official in August 2014
in North Carolina, where the defendant was at
the time. He waiﬁed extradition and was brought
to South Carolina -and appeafed before a
magistrate where no bond was set. -

On August 31, 2014, the defendant filed a
motion to relieve counsel and Proceed pro se.

That motion was held before Judge Miller on
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September 12, and the defendant withdrew that
motion.

September 16, 2014, the state directly
presented two counts of threatening the life of
a public official. Those indictments were
served on him September 18, 2014.

He does not have any criminal record, but
he does have the breach of trust pending. When
the defendant was charged in North Carolina ——
when he was arrested in North Carclina, that
time resulted in him being charged in North
Carolina with possession of a weapon on
courthouse grounds and resisting a public
officer.‘I’ve been told that they —— North
Carolina dismisséd those charges to expedite
the extradition of the defendant to South
Carolina.

 This case will, ultimately, be prosecuted
by another county, Your Honor, due to the
conflict. But we are handling the bond hearing.

And if it please the Court, I would like to
pass up the e-mail that lead to the charges.

THE COURT: All right. Mr. Crangle, have
you seen this?

MR. CRANGLE: Yes, Your Honor. I have.
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(The document is handéd to the Court.)

THE COURT:; (Reviewing.)

All right. Anything else from the state?

MR. MOYER:  Only that one of the victim
advocates would like to read a brief statement
from cone victim, and I think Investigator
Martin would-like to make a brief comment, as
well.

THE COURT: All right. Yes, ma’am.

VICTIM ADVOCATE: ° Thank you, Your Honor.
My name is Joan Phillips, and T would like to
read a stateﬁeht that was:prepared by Assistant
Solicitor Sylvia Harrison.

“Your Honor, about a yéér ago, I was
assigned to a breach of trust caée conﬁerning
Mr. Holcomb where he defrauded a couple out of
$3500. Since this case was assigned,
IﬁvestigatorxTim\Martin and I have been
bombarded with e‘mails, phone calls, and
phreats from the defendant. At first, I did not

fear for my safety. But once an e-mail came to

‘me threatening to kill me and my killing would

be justified by the defendant’s religious
beliefs, my life felt threatened.

“In discussing this case with other
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professionals, I immediately left the state to
visit my sister in Texas. Once I returned, I
had my broth;r'move in with me for my security.
The security system is aiways on in my house
and I sieep with a gun ﬁéarby, two things I
have never felt the need to do.

?I’ye listened to various Jjail calls
betweén the defendant and his sister where he
hopes his mother will kill herself and has
shown a great deal of anger toward Mf. Crangle

and Investigator Martin. I have been a

’prosecutor for over 20 years,; and for the first

time, I find myself taking these threats very

seriously. I believe the defendant is capable

. of 'harming Investigator Martin, myself and.

perhaps other members of his family and is,
therefore, a aanger tc the community.

“In éddition, the deféndant-is a North
Carolina residént and has no ties to the local
community. For these reasons, I would
respectfully request that bond be denied.”

And this.is signed by Assistant Solicitor
.Sylﬁia Harrison. ‘

THE COURT: -All right. Thank you. Okay.

INVESTIGATOR MARTIN: . Your Honor?
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THE COURT: Yes, sir.

INVESTIGATOR MARTIN: I’ve been
practicing law enforcement for 27 years. I've
dealt with all kind of people, sovereign
citizens, and Mr. Holcomb takes the cake. The

threats, I probably have 350 pages of e-mails

- that he has sent me. He even put stuff about me

and other officers and Ms. Harrison on Youtube.

-It’s just -- it’s gotten ridiculous. I’'ve had

to put my family on alert because I don’t want

anything to happen to them. He knows a lot —-

he’s found out a lot about me. I don’t know

how, but he has. It’s very concerning for me.

THE COURT: Anything else from the state?

MR. MOYER: Not at this time, Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right. Mr. Crangle?

MR. CRANGLE: Thank you, Judge. We’d ask
that you set a $10,000 surety bond. He’s been
out on bond on the breach of trust charﬁes. He
maintained contact with his bondsman. He didn’t

abscond supervision. He is from North Carolina.

"He has a sister that lives.in North Carolina.

Obviously, any- condition of bond would be no
contact with the victim while he’s out.

Also, we had initially been kind of




10

-] v th Rk W N

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Motions

10

discussing with the solicitor a competency
evaluation. And we -~.the solicitor’s office
actually doesn’t want him evaluated for
competency. They kind of want a psychiatric
evaluation. We would oppose that, Your Honor.
We believe that’s a violation of my client’s
right to remain: silent. And also, kind of what
they’re asking for is a way to evaluate how
seriously the threats would need to be taken.
We strongly oppose that motion. It’s not a
competency evaluation. I believe my client
Qould be competent; and in speaking with

Ms. Strom about the case, she believes the same
thing.

Mr. Holcomb has indicated to me that he
wishes to request a fast and speedy trial
motion, Your Honor. I -think if you’re going to
deny bond, I would ask that you would order
this case to be set within 90 days or 120 days.
That Qay, we can get it going. That’s all I
hgve right now, Your Honor.

MR. HOLCOMB: May I speak? May I say
something, please?

THE COURT: Yes, sir.

MR. HOLCOMB: Judge Verdin, I apologize




o e ) v L R

10
11
12
13
14
5
16
17

18

19
20
21
22
23
24

Motions 11

11

for the behaviof. But one thing that nobody is
mentioning is that oné of the conditions of my
bond was that I maintain weekly contact with
Mr. Martin. I don’t even know where he’s at. I
tried to contact Internal Affairs. He basically
set me up, and no one’s looked at that. But I
had to maintain weekly contact.

I don’t have the ability to get a job. I’ve
never been in trouble before, and ves, I lost
my pemper on that, but I never —— I don’t mean
any harm to anyone. I won’t contact anyone. I
won’t bother anyone. I promise you. If you
release me, we’d never maintaiq contact —— I'd
never contact anybody again. If I do, f'll‘turn
myself in; I would never aék for bond; I'd
plead guilty; I’1ll do whatever you want me to.

But T don’t mean to hurt anybody. I may
have prayed for someone to, I would never harm
them and I don’t' mean to harm them. I’ve got
some anger issues. But I‘m not out to harm
anybody, not at all.

Tim Martin had even talked to the victim.
He went to the grand jury without even speaking

to the alleged victim. He talked to someone in

. prison, that was in prison over this issue.
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That’s what I’ve been upset about and I don’t
feel like I've gotten failr treatment from him
or Sylvia Harrison. So...

But I don’t mean to come across as crazy.
If you let me get back to work, my health is
restored, I’1ll stay completely away and I’1ll
show up at trial and everything -- we’ll work
this out. So that’s all I have to say. Thank
you, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Thank you. The e-mail that I
just read to Officer Martin ﬁés cértainly
disturbing and I think would rise or would at
least raise some question about competency. But
it sounds like you and the solicitor’s office
have crossed that bridge already, potentially.
And it sounds like this case is going t6 be
referred to_anofher office; is that right?

MR. MOYER: That is right, Your Honor.:
Regarding the evaluation, Ms. Strom and I
discussed not bringing up the competéncy, but

whether or not Your Honor would think it would

.be appropriate to have a psychiatric evaluation

done by a local or someone in Columbia, Jjust to
determine his level of dangerousness. I think

that was the issue that we wanted to raise, as
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opposed to competency.

. THE COURT: I’'m going to deny bond at this

. time. I'm going to refer —- T’m goihg to order

that this case,,however the referral process
happens, whetheéii;'s th;ough the Attorney
General’s Office or . whatever, that that Process
be undertaken immediately and tﬁét-once it is
assigned than the . chief administrative judge
there, set a time for -- a time frame, for this
case to be tried. All'right.

MR. MOYER: . Thank- you, Your Honor.

MR: CRANGLEQ Thank vyou, Judgef

(Proceedings conblude at approximately

11:47 a.m.).
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