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PROCEEDINGS

THE COURT: We're going to go on the record in the

¢ase Of ‘State ¥. Michael Sullivan. And this is indictment

2018-GS-23-4165 .and, 4166.

The Defendant’ is present. The Counsel for’ the
Defendant; Mi_.Musseéto, is, also, present. BAnd the State
is, also, present.

‘And £liis is Ms. Elizabeth Major?

MS. MAJOR: ‘Yeg{‘YOUI Honor.

THE COURT: And she is piesent.

It's. my understanding, Counsel, that we're gding;to

proceéd with a Jacksen v. Denno hearing; is that correct?

MR. MUSSETTO: Thalt's correct, Your- Honor.

THE COURT: Atre both. sides ready to proceed?

MS. MAJOR: ‘Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: 'Qkay. Do you want to call yolir withess?

MS. MAJOR: Your Honor, the State would call.
Investigator Cheri Lyda.

THE COURT: All right. Ms. Lyda, if you would —-

THE CLERK: Ma'am, 1f you'll, please, come forward.

Please place .your left hand on the Bible and raise
your right. hand.
WHEREUPON,

CHERT LYDA;

after first having been duly sworn, testified as follows:
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CHERI LYDA (IQ)-DIRECT -BY MS. MAJOR 7

THE CLERK: Thank you.

Please be seated.

And, please, state your name for the record.
THE WEITNESS: Cheri.Lyda.

THE CEERK: - Thank .you.

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MS. MAJOR:

Q-

Investigatof, are you employed with the Greenyville

County Sheriff's Office?

A
Q
A

Q

Yes, ma'am.
And in what capacity?
I'm an investigator in crimes against children.

Okay. Did you investigate the case that we're here

for today?

BT T - I R

Yes, ma'am.

Did 'you interview the Defendant?

Yes.

How did you set up the interview?

By teléphone.

And what day did you speak Qith"ﬁim on the phone?

I spoke with him on the 17th. And we scheduled it

for the 20th..

Q

Did you tell him that —- did you inform him why you

wanted to speak with him?

A

Yes.
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Q Did you tell him that he had to come-in and spedk

with. you?

A No. I just asked to schedule aii-appointment to meet
with him.

TS ‘talk about what?

The investigation.

A1l right. Did he willingly come in?

Yes.

Arid what day did he come in?

On the 20th.

Al right;

Eebfugry'ZOth.

Where did the- interview take place?

At ‘my ‘office in the: interview room.

Was it recorded? -

Audio and video.

Okéy; Who was present?

Myself and the Defendant.

All right. Was the Defendant uhder arrest when he

came in for the interview?

Y Ne.
Q Okay. Was .he free to leave?
A Yes.
Q  Did you inform the Defendant of his rights?
A Yes.
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End ‘how did you do that?

With the Miranda rights form.

Brid did. you review the form with him?
Yes.

Okay. What is the Miranda rights form?

I T I S T o

I just read him his rights as —— as far as being in
the interview. After I read him his rights, I asked him
if he understood -everything that I read to him to initial
each line.

T asked him if he could read and-wfite. He stated,
Yes. I asked him if he would read one 0f the paragraphs
to mie at the bottom. .And then he signed the form. -And
then T witnessed the form and'signea.it, also.

MS. MAJOR: Can T mark it as a Couft's Exhibit?

THE COURT REPORTER: You want to mark it as a Court's
Exhibit?

MS. MAJOR: Yes.

(WHEREUPON, Court's Exhibit No. 1 was marked for:

identification. only.)
BY MS. MAJOR:

Q Investigator, I'm going to show you what's been

‘ma¥ked as Court's Exhibit No. 1. Do ydu recognize that?

A Yes.
Q  And what is that?

A That's the Miranda rights.
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CHERI LYDA (IC)-DIRECT -BY M5. MAJOR 10

Q Has it been.'altéred in any way?:

A No, ma'am.

Q Okay. Please. read out that top line.

A  Where it states, Your rights?

@  Yés —— I'm sorry. That top portion.

A Okay. It says, Before we ask you any questions, you

must understand‘gour rights. That's initfalled by the
Deféndant. You have the right to remain silent. That's,
also, initialled. Anything you say can. be used. against
you in court, initialled. You have the-right to talk with
an attorney for advice before you —-- before we ask you.any
dquestions:and te: have -him with you during quesﬁiéning;
That's, also, initialled. If you have no money to, pay for
a lawyer's fee; thé Court willaappéintzbﬁé to: represent
you withopt,cost,’iﬁ you wish. That's initialled.

If you describe —— I'm sorry. If you decide to
answer questions now without a lawyer present, you will
still have the right to stop answering at any time. You,.
also, have the right to stop answeting:at any time until
you‘have —= gntiIfgou-ﬁdlk,with-a lawyer. Thoseé are. all
initialed that 'he understood.

Q All right. And tfen under the Waiver of rights,
please, read that out.
A It §QYSr I haye -- 1 have read the statement of my

rl

rights. And I understadnd what my rights are: I am
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11

-wiliing.to.make-a=statement and answer qquestions. I do
not want ;a. lawyer at this time. T understand and know
what T af ‘doing. No 'promises or thteats have been made to
me. And.no pressure to —— or coercien of any kind has
been used.-against me. That's initialed. The word
"Goercion” was explained to me, and I undérstand. That's
initialled.

Q. Okay. When you were goifig over this with. him and he
was initialing, did he indicate. to you that -he undérstood
his rights?

A Yes, ina'am.

Q Did he -- did the Defendant. appear to be under the
influence of any drugs or alcohol?

A No; ma’am.

Q Was the Defendant handcuffed when you took his

statement?

A No,;mafam.

Q Did you promise him .anything in exchange for his
statement?

A No, ma'am.

Q Did you threaten him in exchange for his statement?

A"~ No, ma'am.
0 And, to the, best of your knowledge, was the
Defendant's statement given freer'and-volqntarily?

A Yes, ma'am.
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Q Did the Defendant leave after Speaking‘with you?
A Yes, ma’am.
Q Okay. And .approximately hew 16hg did the interview
last?
A Between probably 30 to 40 minutes.

MS. MAJOR: Okay. Please answer .any dquestions the
Defense has.

THE COURT: Cross-examination:

CROSS-EXAMINATION

BY MR. MUSSETTO:

Q Ms. Lyda, -good.morning.

A Good morning.

o} Do you, recall the date that you first called my
client on the phoneé |

A I know it was. the 17th, February 17th.

o Okay. &And did he pick up the phone the first time
that you called? -

A I —— I don't recall if he did.

-Q Okdy. And then you asked that he come in to talk

with you ‘about the allegations. When was -- how many days

later did he come. in?

A I believe thHe -- I -- Without locking at my teport, I

believe the 17th falls on a Friday. .And we met on a

Monday.

Q  Ard did you tell him either on the phoné or when he
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CHERT LYDA (IC)~CROSS BY 'MR. MUSSETTO 13

13

came in that he was not under arrest, and that he was free
to leave :at any time?

A Yes.

Q  ‘Se you both told 'him that on the phone and then when
he camé in that day?

A I den'"t -- I don’t believe I told him on the phone.

I — I just asked -- told him I wanted to meet with him
regarding; the investigation.

o) Okay. And he went over that Miranda rights form with

you?

A YQS.

Q Did 'you ask him if he knew how to read and. write?
A Yes, sir.

Q And he signed &nd, also, withessed that .form?

A I'm sorry.

Q He signed it —- he -signed that form?

.Y Yes, sir.

Q And=you were the witness of- that .form?

A Yés, sir.

Q. Did he —— did you tell him at the interrogation that

you would. be seeking a warrant -for his. arrest?

A Yes. -

Q And that ~- did he leave the investigation at that
time?

A Yes.
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CHERI LYDA (IC)-CROSS BY'MR. MUSSETTO 14

.Q How. much longer after the investigatien -- or the

interrogation was.he arrested?

A I —— I would have ‘to look:at -- at my file.

Q Dq,you;think'i% was. that day? Next day?

A T homestly —— I ¢an't sdy if I got warzants that day,
but I'm sure it was shortly after. ‘

MR. MUSSETTO: No further ‘questions.

THE COURT: All right. Anything on redirect?

MS. MAJOR: No, Your’ Honor:

THE COURT: AlY right. And I have. no questions.

You can step down.

Anything elge from the State?

MS. MAJOR: Ne, Your Honor.

I'd just argue that this statement -- that he —- he
was not —— it was not a .custodial interrogatipnﬁb@gause he
was not under arrest or in custody: And even if it were,
the statement was freely and voluntarily given.

THE COURT: All right. Mr. Mussetto:

MR. MUSSETTO: Your Honor, I think this is a clear

" case where my client was not in any sort of custedy or

detention. So I'm not going to be making a motion.

THE COURT: All right. After hearing the testimony’

-

presented, I find that the statement was freely and

voluntarily given. And I will go ahead and admit the

same.
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All right. I think that was marked —-

Madam Court Reporter, what was that marked? State's
Exhibit. No. 12

THE COURT ‘REPORTER: Court's Exhibit No. 1.

THE COURT: Court®s Exhibit No. '1?

THE COURT REPORTER: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: All right. Anything else before we bring
the paﬁel in?

MS. MAJOR: No, Your® Honor.

After just interacting, I realize I have some
pictures. If I -- if you'd like mé to go ahead and get
those pre-marked so that —-

THE COURT: All right. Any objection to that,

Mr. Mussetio?

MR. MUSSETTO: No, objection.

THE "COQURT: All.rxight. T think that'll move things
along. Let's go ahead and do that.

(WHEREUPON, State's Exhibit Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7,

and. 8§ were marked for idéntificatioh only.)

THE COURT: All right. Anything else before we bring
thecpaﬁel %n?

MS5.. MAJOR: Nothinglfrom‘thé State, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Anything? -

MR: MUSSETTO: Nothing frem the Defense.

THE CLERK: May I call for the panel?
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She. is eight years old now. But she was six years old.

The Deféendarnt is Her step-grandfather. And although

‘he's technically her step=grandfather, he was more like

a -~- any bioldgical grandfather. He had been in her life
since she was born. -And he had been married to her

grandmother for a. very long ‘time-.

As 'the Judge told you; the Defendant has been charged

‘with two counts of criminal sexual conduct with a minor.

And it's third degree. BAnd it is ﬁy job to prove to you
that He 1% guilty of those two counts bgydna~aireasonab1é
doubt. S0 the Judge will tell you -- at the .end, he will
charge you on the law and tell you what the elements of
the offense. are. But I'd like to briefly go over that.

So c;im;nal‘seiugi_conduct with a minor in the third -
degree;, I've got to prove to you that the Defendaht
committed :a lewd act on. the child, who was under 16 years
old. So what is a.lewd act? A Iewd'act is any touching,

rubbing, any act done on the child or with the child's

body with the intent of'aropsing.either the child or

himself.
S6 now that you know what this case is aboit and what
we. are required and. intend to prove, let me briefly

outline what you'll hear in this case -and how we intend to

‘prove this c¢ase. You will hear from several withesses.
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You widl hear from: Shannon.Richards. Shannon Richards- has
a daughter, [N and gl were friends and still
are. friends. And :Shanhon Richdrds is the adult that
first tolﬂ;what-hagpenedwto.

You will hear from Pat Suilivgp; who was married to
the Defendant. Pat Sullivan is Wﬂ‘sfgrahdmother. You
will hear from Tameka Williams, who is Wﬁ’s,mother and
Pat's daughter. You will hear from two members of law
eriforcement. You'll hear from Deputy Pelicano, who first
responded when the family called police. You will hear
from Investigator Cheri Lyda with thée Gréeenville Sheriff's
Department. And she conducted the follow-up
investigation.

You will -3ee what we cali‘a:fdrensic intérview. And
that is an ‘interview with Wﬁ and somebody from the Julie
Valentine Center shortly after she disclosed what happened
when she was six years old.

You will, also, hear from —- from jji§. And she's
eight years old now. And she will tell you what .her
grandfatﬁer'did to her when no ' one else was around.

Ladies and gentlemen, please keep in mind that these
types of crime and this particular crime, it .is a --
it's —— it"s a secret, crime of secret. Tt is a secret
crime.. Nobody commits this crime out in the open. Tt

happens behind closed doofs. So we don't have a roadside
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video like we would-in .a DUI case,- or ‘fingerprints as we
would. in a. burglary.case. It happens behind closed doors.
It is & érime of opportunity and manipﬁlatioﬁ‘by an adult
against a:young, vulnerable, and impressionable child.

So the standard. is beyond a feasonable doubt. Now,.
that is not beyond all doubt. »Th&t is not beyond any
‘doubt,‘begond a shadow of a doubt. TIt's beyond a
réasonable doubt. You must be firmly convinced of the
Defendant's guilt. You have brought the best tool with
you. when -you walked into the courtroom, and ﬁhgt is your
common sense.

I will keep this trial moving as. expeditious -- as
expeditiously as possible and give you what you need to
conviét this Defendant. And at the end, I;wiilza5k3you to
return a.verdict of guilty.

" THE 'CQURT: ,Théﬁk_yo&, ma'am:

MS;'MAJOR:' Thank you.

THE COURT: Mr. Mussetto,

MR. MUSSETTO: Thank you, Your Honof..

May it please the Court.

THE COURT: Yes, sir.

MR. MUSSETTO: Your Honor, Madam .Proséciitor.

Ladies and gentlemen of the.jury, Mr. Foreman, my
namé is John Mussetto. And, as T stated earlier, I'm a

criminal deferise lawyer in Gréenville. I have a small
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office over on Pettigru.Street. And I've been practicing
law now for approximately 10 years. I ‘have the
oppdrtunity to reépresent Mr. Sullivan here today inm,
-obﬁiously{ what. are very serious' charges.

Ladies and gentlemen of the jury, a story scmetimes
is told incorrectly. Some peoples perceptions are
sometimes. incorrect. And. last night as I was preparing
for this case, I was reminded oﬁra neighbor that I ‘had who
told me a story a. coupleé weeks back as I was walking my
dog with my wife. I live of Pelham Road. The
neighborhood is -- the neighbor that I was speaking to has
a house that abuts Pelham Road.

And he told me that every Sunday 'morning, a bag of
trash was left in HISﬁyaﬁd,réligiOusly-ﬁrdund -- between
8:00 to 10:00 in. the morning. He said this went on for
ﬁeeks. He said, Why, John, would a person be leaving a
random bag of trash in my yard?

And I said, That's -odd.

Hé said, I'm .going to start doing surveillarice. I'm
going to call the police to find out who is leaving this
litter in my yar@.' He assumed just someone was driving ‘
down Pelhan Road dumping & bag of trash in his yard.

Last night, I was walking with my wife and I went up
to the same neighbor: He was working outside. @And I

said, Hey, what's the status of you finding that
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individual that's been dumping this trash in your yard?
He said, John, you'll never believe it. He said,

Last Sunday morning; I was out looking for the. individual.

And. I saw this 85-year-old man slowly walking up PeIham

Road with a bag of trash in his hand., What I didn't know

was that ‘every Sunday morrning, he goes out and he

voluntarily picks up garbage that’s left on the side of

the road to help clean up the road.

He said, By the time that he gets to my property,
he's too frail, he's too tired to walk the bag of garbage
back. So le was leidving it in my yard in hopes that I
would dispose of it. :His perception, originally, was
wrong. His story was wrong.

And your -- :ard, ladies and géntlemen, I'd like for
you to sit here today and understand that, sometimes,
peoplesjstories are wrong. Sometimes, peoples perceptions
are wrong.

Now, the State has the burdéﬁ:of-pioof in this.case-

And what does that-méan? As Your Hohor told the Jjury,

there‘arE'certain,elements that each crime has. If the
State does not beyond a reasonable doubt prove that .every
single éné 6f those evidenée -- évery siriglé one of those
elements, then it"s your:iob, as a.ju;y, to return a not
guilty verdict. You'll hear from the State’'s witnesses

today. I'll have ‘a chance to cross-examine them.
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As Your Honor, also, told the jﬁry tha%umy‘ciient
does not have the responsibility to testify here today.
He' can dbsclutely. remain one hiindred percent silént from
the very beginning of this caseftO’Ehé'very end of this
case.

However; Mr. Sullivan wants to tell his story. He
wants to get on the stand, and ‘talk to you, and tell you
his vef%ioﬁ. He's 53 years old. Hé was born and raised
in, the upstate. He's worked in the upstate all of ‘his
life.

This Casé'is'gdiﬁg'to céme‘dbwnvtofcrédibiiity. Do
you, believe my client? .Do you Believe the State's
witnesses? Do you believe the victim?

Aﬁd,\obviously, this is a'dEfﬁiCult,caseu' Of all ‘the
cases that I prosecute {sic], whenever there'’s an
allegation, by a child:of sexual molestation, it is a
difficult case all arocund. And I would like to ask every
one. of you to, please, give us your upmost attention. My
c¢liént wollld appreciate it. The State would appreciate.
The Judge would appretiate it. I would, obviously,
appreciate it as well. '

And at the end.of this case, I.Will be asking —- I

will be standing before you and asking that you all return

a not guilty verdict on, behalf of my client.

Thank you.
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THE ,COURT:

Proceed?

-MS. ‘MAJOR:

THE COURT::

MS. MAJOR:
THE CLERK:
:Ifﬂyou'lif
Place 'your
right hand.

WHEREUPON,

ATl right. TIs the State ready to

Yes5,. Your Honor.

Call your first witness.

The State c¢alls Shanton Richakds.
MS;JRichards,;pleése,:COme forward.

vplease,-pauée:at.%he>end of the bench.

left hand on the Bible and raise your,

SHANNONeNICOLEERIGHARDS;

after first having been duly sworn, testified as follows:

THE. CLERK:.

Thank you..

Plédse be seated.

Would wyou,

please, state your name for thé record?

THE WITNESS: Shannon. Nicole Richards:

THE .CLERK:

- BY MS. MAJOR:

TD .Bank.

And do you

Thank -you.

DIRECT EXAMINATION

Good morning; Ms. .Richards. .
Good morning.

‘Wheie are you employed?

live in Greehville?

Gréer, South Carolina.
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Okay. Have you lived Here for a while?
ALl my life. e
Do 'you have any children? _
I do. I have:a da}lghte{ that¥s 'e?i;ght_._
And ‘What is:he¥ fhame? - o
Bo ‘you. knoy MINSENNGNG:
I do.
And what do you knéw her as®
She's my daughter's ':best friend,
Okay. Does she go by another harié?

MINOR
3 - Pl
- -

What is her mother —- what is [fj's mother's name?

. {
Tameka.

. K11 right. And how .do you know Tameka and [ "oy
tog‘e‘tﬁerz

Is that w_hérgz they first met?

“Yés'..

Are 'you close: with Tameka Williams and
- Yes. -

Okay. What kind of thHihgs would y"all .do. togethei?
Would. -~ would _' come over to. ly_o:u?: ‘house? |
A Yes. She would spend the night. [ilj would come spend

the night with . And SN would go spend. the.
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night with jj- I would take them on outings. I mean,

they  —— ;you know, they was best friends. So they were

together a lot.

Q Gkay. And so were you arcund: i a lot?

- A Oh, yeah.

0  What —— what is ] like as a child?

A She's sweet. ©She's a sweet —- she's funny. She
likés to dance: She likes to be a little girl, you know.
S0’ hér and my daughter are just alike. She's a -- she's a
good kid.

Q Did ~ disclose sexual abuse to you?

A She did.

Q All right. When did this happen?

A In January around -- they was out of school for
Martin ,Luther King holiday. And so ff§ had spent the.

day —— she spent the night at my house.

Q All right. =Wﬁat year was this?

A 2017.

Q Okay. How did this come about?

A I was ironing clothes. And and were laying
on the floor in front of me =- were sitting on‘the'floor-
in.fréﬁt'of me. And we wéie just having casiial
conversations. And I -- we was talking about
grandparents. And I ‘was talking about; you know, do you

like going over to you grandparents house, you know,
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- just == just general conversation. And Ji said she didn't.

1like going to her grandparents heouse. And I said, Well,
why not? #&nd she kind of froze up.

o lihat was her demeanor like?

A She —- I mean, you know, we was —— you know, at

first, she was happy. -And then-whgn_fhasked that,. it was
like her -- she .got, like, in a stance of just quietness,

you know. And I was like, Well, ﬁhy not? BAnd she --

- Q@ What -- excuse me for interrupting. What. made you

ask her about that statement?
A Because for a kid to say they don't like gding -- T
mean, your grandparénts is next close to you I would think

as —- you know, from your parents. So, you know, when you

have a kid to say I don't likéfgoing —— and I — you know,

I know she's over there a lot.

So for her to ask —- dsk —- Jjust ask a parent — I
just -- you know, asked, you known why you don't like
going. And she got quiet. And she looked at my daughter.
And my daughter said, you know, Don't }ook at me. Tell
her, you know. o

And I was, like, you know, What's wrgng?_

So for the londest time, she still wouldn't say
anything. And -—-

Q " And what was her demeanor like at this point?

A I -- it séemed like she was trying -- you know,
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trying -—- she ‘was -scared. I mean, I could tell she was
scared.. Because, you know, she could tell I was not
lettinig .off of.askiﬁg;hér tﬁbsé-qﬁestions, you KnoWw --
any- — I wasn't S0, gggﬁkneww-'And I could tell even in my
daughter :something —- you know, something wasn't right.

So I —— I said, yOuwknpw,*What‘s -~ what's going on?

And she said, My -- she sa;dh Mygpapa,

And I 'said; Well, what about your papa? You know —
and, you know, she still ‘said -- I'm like, yo6u know,

you're going to, have to talk, -you know. You -- you know,

‘What's going on?

And she said, My papa does the N.

And I said, Well, what's the'N, you know?

And .shé said, You -- ‘you know. |

I said, Ne, I ‘d_o;xit: know, you know. You need to tell
me. Now, what are- yoii talking about?

And -she said, He‘dﬁes thefhaSty.

And immediately, I think my whole demeanor just
ChaﬁQEHQ I said, Well, ‘what do you mean by "the nasty"?
And. she started crying. And I 'said, You're mot going to
get in trouble, you know. You —- if.ou need to. tell me
what's going.

And she was like, I don"t want to get in trouble. I
don't want to get in trouble. She said -- you know.

And I said, Well, you've got /to tell me, you know.
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And she said that she —- her grandma would go to
bingo. ‘Her mother worked at BMW third shift. And she
would be 1eft there with him.

0 Did she sathherexit happened?

p:¥ In the living room. She told.ne in the living room.

- And she.said that she would wear gown -- gowns. She would

have a gown on. And he. would have herlto sit on top of
him. And I said, Well, what do yot mean? You khow, T
neea details.

And .she said she would —- she would —— he —— she
would be facing out to the door and her back is to him.

Ard T said, Well, -what else would go on?

And :she said he would make her put her hands dowﬁ;his
pants. And he would put: his hands down heér private area.

And I said;'Okay. Bnd I said ——

MR. MUSSETTO: dJudge, I'm going to object on the:
grounds of hearsay. All of the testimony that's beiqé
told goes directly to the truth of the matter asserted in
this case. I mean, she's repeating what her recollections
are verbatim as to what this child has disclesed to her.
And thax'S*heaﬁsay, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Take the jury out for just a sécond.

Please don't discuss the case with each other.

(WHEREUPON, the jury was excused from open court at

approximately 11:35 a.m.)
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THE .COURT: All right. Do you want ‘to respond?

MS. MAJOR: 'Yes, Your Honor.

Under -- I don"t have the rule in front of me. But
under one -of the~hear$ayynulés->—

THE COURT: Exceptions?

MS. MAJOR: -Yes. Ore of the-exceptions urider the
definition of heaﬁsay,.I.beiieve it's eight —— I*11 find
the rule. But it allows a witness to testify as to time
and place of sexual abuse allegations.

And I believe that her testimony is — is laying the

foundation that this was. sé€xual abuse that was disclosed.

But. =— Dbut that is =— I can move on because -- it is

801 (d) (1) (D) .

THE GOURT: All right. Fot the record, ‘A statement
which is not hedrsay —— a statement is not hearsay as
it —-— as it relates to this case, you're talking about
801(6). Tt's consistent with the declarant's testimohy in
a criminal sexual;conauct case or attempted criminal
sexual conduct casé whete the déclarant is the alleged
victim and the statement is limited £0 time and place of
the ineident.

Ts that what you're -—-

MS. MAJOR: Yes, Your Honor.

And I'm laying the foundation that sexual abuse was

disclosed and that it will be consistent with the victim's
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testimony. But I think we've laid thaﬁ-foundatiOn. And
I'm prepared to move on from the question.

THE COURT: Well, I'm going to -- and —- and that's
fine. And I'm ‘going to just overrule his objection on the
record. Then we'll jiiyst ‘move on.

MS. MAJOR: Okay.

THE CQURT: All righﬁ. Bring the jury back.

(WHEREUPON, the jury came into open court at

approximately'll:SB'ammL}

THE COURT: All right. We're back on the recoxd.

The‘bbjectionfs overruled.

Yes, mé'am.

CONTINUED DIRECT EXAMINATION
BY MS. MAJOR:

e 4

Q Ms. Richards, after -- what -- what. was s demeanor
like after she told you what she told yoﬁ?

A She was crying because she was still scared. And I
said, Well, I'm going to tell your .mother.

And she said, No, no, no. ©She said, Because I said I
wouldn't say anything.

And I said, Well, I have a daughter. And if this
hHappened to her, I would want to know. I said, So I'm
telling your mother.

Q And what did.you do after that?

A I called Tameka.
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Q Okay. Did you tell Tameka the gist of what had

told. you?
A I did.
o What was Tameka's reaction?
A I heard her scream. And I heard her drop the phone:
And —- and jji§ was in front of me just crying 'hys‘t'erical'lly.
Zind so I'm trying to calm her. .And I'm trying to,
you know, talk to Tameka. And by that time, Tameka picked
back up the phone. She said, What do you —- what did you
say? She was like, you know -- she was Iike bring --
bring ler here to me, you know. I need -t0 see her.
And I was like —-= I'-said, Okay,. you know, I will.
So by that time, Tameka —— I just kept on .he_a'rip;; her

scream. I mean, she lost it.. And her mom got on the

phone. And she. said, Can you, please, tell me:what's

going on?. Where's
And . told her just a little bit. And I said, you
know,. is right here.’

/

So¢ I.put her on the phone. So Jji§ got on ‘the phone.

" And you -readlly couldn’t understand -- I -- I can't

understand =- I don't know what her mom was sa-yilng to il-
But was just, you know, crying. -And I -~ You know, by
the: time I got the piione back and I saii:d',. You know, I'1ll
just bring her 'to Tameka. And so we p:océed'ed.-

But' beforé I left, T did explain to that that is
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n0t accep£abie if anyone does that to you. They’re

don!t [si¢] supposed to do that, you know. That's not
what's supposed to dgo on. And sﬁé.was-jUSt saying, I
didn't never supposed to. say anything. T didn't never --
so I think she was just pretty much scared, I mean, ‘so:
Q Did you —- did you take i} over to her mother's house
at.thatwpoint?

I did.

Okay. And who was there when you got there?

Tameké was there. Tameka and her son was the;e.
Okay. How old was her son at the time?

He was a baby. He was a baby.

A little baby?

Yeah, yeah. Heé was ‘@ baby-

Okay. When you saw Tameka, what was her demeanor?
What was her reaction?

A I mean, she was mad. She was like, what's g’oing
on? Tell -- tell me everything you told Shannon.

Q - And what was B8's reaction?

A She was still —— she. —— she had calmed down a little
bit. But she was still scared. She was still scared. I
think she was more scaied she was going to get in trouble.
And I was like, you know, you need to talk to your
mom. You need to tell your mom everything you told me.

So'hér mon made her demonstrate, you. know, her. -- how
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she. had to-sit on him. And jjj was saying that he would

make her lay on the floor on her steomach —

Q  We'll -- We'll wait for hearsay purposes:
A Okay.

Q What -- what!was -— was Tameka, T mean; a little bit

‘mad? I mean, on a. scale ‘of- ——

No. ©She was —-
—--on¢ to 10, how mad was she?
she was 10.
Okay-
She was 10.
Okay. flow .Jong were you over there? Do —- do. you
know- how. long you were over there?
Probably about 10 .or 15 miinutes.
Okay. Was your daughter with you?
Yes.
Okay. And what did you do after that?
fameka=said that she was going to-ca11 him, and she
was going to take [l to the hospital. So I told jill — I'm
sorry. {Ttold'faméka'ﬁﬁét I would take her son. with me so
she wougdn't have. to worry about ‘him.
'S¢ I got her soﬂu And me, my . son —— me, and her son,
and my daughter. left.
Q  OKay. At the time ji§-told you what happened, did you

know the Pefendant?
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A No. I had never seen.him a day in my life.
Q  Okay. Do youw know: Pat Sullivan, ‘Tameka's: mother,
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A I +— T know of her.
Q Qkay: Are You close with her?

¥y No..

Q Okay. Prior to this, did you have -- do.-you have

danything —- did jyou have anything against'the“Defendantz

A I don't even. know him.
Q Gkéy. ﬁre;you'still,close=with'ﬂwland‘Tam§k§?

A Uh-huh.

MS. MAJOR: All right. Pleasé answer any questions

the Defense has.
THE COURT: Cross-examindtion, Mr. Mussetto.
MR. MUSSETTO: No questiens, Ms. Richards.

THE WITNESS: Okay.

THE COURT: All right. And I have -- well, anything

on —-
MS. MAJOR: Nothing —-
THE COURT: You can .step down.
Thank you, ma'am.

THE WITNESS: Thank -you:

MS. MAJOR: Your Honor, may she be excused from her

subpoena?

THE COURT: ALl right. BAny objection?
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MRu-MﬁSSE&To; ¥o objection.

THE COURT: Okay. Without objection.

MS: MAJOR: 7Your Honor, the Staté next callks Pat
Sullivan.

THE CLERK: Ma"am; please, come forward:

If you'd, pleaseé, stop at thé end of the bench.

Place your. left hand on the Bible and raise your:
right. hand.
WHEﬁEﬁPONh

VIVIAN PATRICIA SULLIVAN,

after first hdving beer. duly sworn; testiﬁiéd"as follows:

THE CLERK: Thank: you.

Please be seated. '

And, Ms. Sullivan, please stat& yout name .for the
record.

THE WITNESS: tViviah Sullivan.

THE CLERK: Thank you.

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MS: MAJOR: :
Ms. Sullivan, what name do you go by?

_ ¢
Pat.

Yes, ma'am.

Q

A

¢} All right. Do you 1live in Greenville?
A

Q  How long have you lived in Greenville?
A

All my life.
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Fo T I e S o T o T,

o OO MO W

Where do you.work3

At sthe post office.

And how long have you worked there?

29 years.

D& you know the Defendant?

Yes.

How .do you know him?

My husbarnd.

And, just for the record, do you see him in the

courtroom today?

Yes.

And do you see him sitting at defense’ counsel --
Yes.

And what -- what coler shirt does he have on?

Which one?

The Defendant. What color of shirt does the
Defendant have on, just for the record?

Burgundy..

All Tight. Where did yoi first meet him?

In Greenville.

All right. When did you first meet him?

LT I

I guess about miaybe 12 years ago. I knew him from —-
from his sister. But I didn't know him personally until
he meved here.

Q 'When did y'all get married?
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A In 2008, September the 14th.

Q ﬁRQY- And where did yTall.live?

A The first time —- well, when he first moved here, we
were staying in Greer.

Q Qkay. TIn 2015, and '16, and 'l7, where were y'all

living?

x  on [N
'Q. And is that in Greenville Coulity?

A~ Yes, ma'am.

Q Okay. How was ypur;;elatiqnship.with the Defendant?
A Not bad- ..

Q  What do you.-mean by that?

A e Had our problems' like married people do, but .not
‘bad.

Q Okay. Were —- before this, were you contemplating
divorce?

A No.

Q Okay. How many children do igu'have?

A Together?

Q. No.

A ©Oh, I have four.

Q Four children: Aré any of them with thé Defendant?
A No. - |

Q All right. What ére'yQpr childrens names?

‘A~ Tameka Williams, Shericka McNatt [phonetic], Janie
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Williams, and Brandon Wiliiams.

Q All right. Who is the oldest?

A Taméeka..

Q Okay. How did your children get along with the

Defendant?
a okay.

Q Did they ever fight:with him constantly?’

A Not fight. But they had théir disagreeménts.l

Q Okay. Would they —-- would they.be around the
Defendant?

A Oh, yeah.

Q Okay. What would they disagree over?

A I guess if it was something-pertaining to me, you
know, if we was having a problem about something. But
nothing .really personal with them.

Q Okay. Do you have any grandchildren?

A Yes, five.

Q Okay. In 2017 —:ior 2000 -- who was your first
grandchild?

. We call her "jj§."

Okay. And she -- when was she born?

Yes, ma'amn.

o 0 P oC

Okay. And she was your only grandchild ‘at that time?

Okay. Whern -— how o0ld are your other grafidchildren?
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A KT is three. [MSBIEN is two. And then I've got a. set

of twins seven months.

Q@ ALl rright. You said you work at the post office?

A Uh=huh.
Q  And you've worked thete for 29 years?
A Uh-huh.
THE COURT: Make sure you say —- 'make sure you say
"yes" or "no,"™ ma'ams . ‘

THE WITNESS: Oh, yes, ma'am.

BY MS. MAJOR:

Q * OKay.. And were you working there when you met the

Defendant —-

A Yes, ma'am.

Q ~— and when Y’éii were married?
Did the Defendant work?
A Yeah. He was working through é'temporaxy service. I
can't remember ‘the name of the place. '
Q During your marriage, did you depend on him
fihanciéllY?
No, ma’am.
Okay. Were you the breadwinner?
Yes, ma'am.
Okay. In July 2015, hew old was

she was -six.

o N N o B

Okay. I'm sorry. In July 2015, she was five?
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A Yeah.

Q  Okay.

A Yes, ma'am.

0 And were y'all living-at I - that time?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q And who lived there with you?

A It was me, and Michael, and my son; Brandon. My

daughter Janié'wgs staying there. But I thibhk she had
moved out., Within that time frame we was there, she moved

out and .got her own place.

0 All right. And then what about your other daughter?
A Shericka McNatt?

Q  Uh-huh.

A She ——

Q  Was she living there?

A She —- éhe had her own place as well at that time.

Q Okay;‘ And did Tameka have h9£ own place?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q  All right. How oftén would you see. il Just —-
let’s start from —- from the beginning. When she was

born, hoew often —

A Well, when shé Wwas born, we saw her all the time.
Because Michael and I-used to watch her for Tameka while
she'worked. So we —— we had her for quite -- we had her

for 'quite some time.




40

10

11

12

13

14

15

17

18

18

20

22
23

24

25

‘VIVEAN PATRICIA. SULLIVAN-DIRECT .BY MS. 'MAJOR 94

I« S~ B o T~ B o S

Q Bnd where did Tameka work?

A BMW,

Q@ ALl wright. And what would y'all —- you said that you

would watch her While'Témeka'gorked?
Yes, ma'am. |

Arnd how often. was. that?

Just however her schedule fell.
Was she working full-time?

Yes, ma'am.

And ‘when would. she be working?

Well, we watched Her at night when il was. first born.

* She was on. night shift.

. Q Tamcka. was on night shift?
A YES, ma'am.

Q  Okay. And did that..continue up until these
allégations?

A YeSQ.ma'ém. When all this started, that's when she
had to gp-inté‘anotherwshift,

Q What was the relationship like between i and the

- Defendant? ~

A 0Oh, she loved her papa..

Q -What. kind of thih@S'ﬁéhld tliey do togethex?

Y He would take her to the,pérkf or places like that.
They would —— you know, different places that kids like to

gd:
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Q Were they close?

A I think so.

Q Okay. Would he ever watch Her alonie?

A Oh, 'all the. time.

Q And -- and why was that?

A Because I used to go out and, you know, just —-'ﬁell,

I like to play bingo.

Q  Okay. '

A So when I would go to bingo, he would watc¢h. them for
her —— watch her for me if Meka left 'her in my care.

Q And when would you play bingo? Woeuld that. be during
the daytime or at. nighttime?

A That would be at night.

Q And would ‘Tameka be working?

A Sometimes. Sometimes might would just get her just
to watch her.

Q - Okay. How did you.learn about the sexual abuse

allegations?

A We was at the house one -- I can't really recall the

time of the day. I just know that ﬁe had received a phone
call from a young lady, you know, telling Meka what had —
what ﬁﬂhhéd just told her.

Q okay. And were you.at || IGTETNGNGE iat day?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q Okay. What's the'iayout of'that‘house, as far as how
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many Bedrooms are there?

A It .was-a three bedroom with a living room, a den,
kitchen; two bath -- two and a half bath. ‘We had . -made one
room. out -of a sitting room.

Did Brandon —- wis hé living there at that. time?
Ye&s, ma'am.

Ahdldid he have his own bedroom?:

Yes, ma ! am'

o ¥ O P O

Okay. Did you. know whe called your daughter, Meka,.
to tell her ahout.the;allegatiqﬁs?

A The yéung‘ladyhﬁamed‘Shannon;‘or;WHatevém. I don't
know e I don't know her*personaiiy. I jusf'mét‘hér today

for the first time.

Q. Okay. What was. — and what. was -- do you ‘remember

what Meka was doing over at your house?

A She”ha¢}came bjgribedaﬁSe she ——'she had anhticipated
to come and take me out for breakfast. I don't recall ﬁhy
we were all off. But she .had came over to take me out for
Breakfast .

Q Qkaya What was her reaction. -— what was Tameka’s
reaction when she: received that, --=

A She just started screaning, and’holleriﬁg, and
crying. .And T heard,her yelling Mike's name. And I was
trying te figure out what was going on. And she just

started saying, Mike, :Mike. She said, Please don't teéll
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Y

me it's true.

You know, and I was: just saying, What's going on?
What's happening, you know? And then that's whén she
started ‘telling me about what the phone call was about.
Q Okay. Onh a scale of one to 10, what was -— how -angry
was Meka?

A - Mad, 10.

Q Okay. What did the —- was the Defendant there when
this happened? '

A Yes.

Q And what did He do?

A | He didn't do anything. He just said that that's
crazy is pretty much. )

Q  Okady. What did you do? What wds your reaction?

A First. of ‘all, I was trying to calm everybody' down.

But ‘that wasn't happening. But I was just shocked, you

know. Because heﬁhad.been around so long that I wouldn't

‘have never expected anything like that.

Q  Okay. Did you know what to think at first?

A I didn't at first. I didn't know what to believe.
But I know my granddaughter. And we have this. special
kind of telationship that I kfow that she hadn't —-~ ain't
never had a reason to lie to us. She’'s just a sweet
little girl.

Q WHat 'did Tameka to .do after that phone call and after
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getting angry? Did.she leave your house?

X  Yeah. She left ‘and went home.

O  Okay. What happered next? Do you tecalls what the
Defendant -did?

A If ‘my memory serves me right, T don't -- I don’t
know. I think that he was getting ready for work. But

they all were going to meet up over at Tameka‘s house. I

don't —- I don’t remember if that's the same day or not,

but I think it is.

Q Were you fhere~fp: éhat'meeting?

A - HNo, 17didn'ﬁ;—— no. Because they wanted him to just
swing bygjust to ask him some guestions.

Q Okay. Are you. divorced from the Defendant?

A No; ma'am.

Q Are you separated from the Defendant?

A Yes, ma'am. We've been sepérated right at two yéars
TIOW.

Q Qkay. Tell me about that. How scon after these
allegations came . out did y'all separate?

A Once the allegations came out,‘he,didnLt want to
leave the house. So-I had started staying in motels. And
since I'fm a mail_barrieri it's people on my route that was
letting ‘me' rent out the: guest house to stay there: So I
just pretty much made;myself available as well since he

wouldn't move..
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0. How long did he remain in the house?

A He stayed there maybe a month later. Then he got his
owh apaftment..

0 Did ‘you move back in?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q And why aren’t y'all divorced now?

A Mainly because once he left the house, we;had a lot
of financial debt that we both had, you know, accumulated
together. And wheh Mike left, he left me with pretty, much
everything that I'm still trying-%o\take caregof now. $So
it's just financially been, you khow; hard for mé.

Q Do you have any plans to reconcile with him?- Is;Ihat
the_réason thatfypu're‘not divorgéd now?

A Oh; ne.

Q Okay-

A Absolutely not.

Q Okay. BAnd before this came out, T mean, héow was
v'all's relationship?

A It wasn't bad. Iike I said, we had our problems, you
know, mostly it was because I felt 1like I got tired of

pulling ‘the load around the house, something that we

argued about thé most or either him —- his drinking or his

pornography, you know. It was stuff -that we argued about
all the time. That's what made it bad. But cther than

that, it was never a questioh of divorce.
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Q Okay. bBid you get il —- did you tell il to make wp

‘these allegations?

A Oh, Ho, fiaam:
Q  Okay. Are you better off financially with him out of
thé house? I mean, I guess you"re still — are you

Stil}_ -

B LTike I said, I'm still dealing with it. Bécause,

everything was left on me Because -- and ‘thed: just picked’
up something &lse, you}knowu We had a car in our names
together. He just.let :that go back. And I had to pick
that car up, tac. So that's ore more debt, you kmow:

Me trying to ‘take care of .all this debt is just

making it harder for me to try and get the divorce. But I

asked--— I .spoke to Michael one time about it after ‘we.
separated. And he said he was, upable to help:me do
anything; so:

Q Have you talked with him since these allegations have

come out since he moved.-out of the house?

A About this? Or jist —-

I'm sorry.
Just talked to him at all?

Yes.

b B

Ifran,into him in a 'store one time at Dollar Tree.
MR. MUSSETTO: Objection, Yoeur Honor. Relevancy.

THE COURT: Overruled.
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BY. MS. 'MAJOR:
@ -You.ran into him -— you ran into him at a. store?
A Uh-huh.
Q Okay. But other than.‘that -=
THE CQURT: ‘You have to say "yes" or "no.™
THE WITNESS: Yes, ma'am. I'm sorry.
BY MS. ‘MAJOR:
Q Other’ than that, do y'all communicate --
A No. We don't communicate at all.
MS. MAJOR: Okay., Th@nﬁ.youp
Pleaseé: answer any questions the Defense has.
THE COURT: Cross-—eéxamination.
CROSS-EXAMINATION
BY MR. MUSSETTO:
@  Ms. Sullivan, you say that you were married. to
Mr. Sullivan in 20082
A Yes, Si%-
Q How.long prior to that did you date him?
A BAboit a year.
Q Okay. And"hOW’longiafter-gou started dating him were
y'all engaged?

A I didn't understand the question. Say that again.

0 Prior to being married, how Iong were you two
engaged?

A A year. I mean, we dated a year -and then we got:
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married.
Q. Okay. How long was ‘the engagement is, I guess, my

qgegtibﬁ, Wwhen heé. asked: you to be his wife?

A Really wasn't no engagement.

Q Qk&y;

A I-medn; we dated and then we just got married.

Q Okay. And you-saidwthat‘y'ail met in Greenville.
Where did y'all meet in Greenwville?

A I don't recall if it was at his sister's house or if
it was at -a club that we used to hang out at. Because

he —- like I say, he was living in Charlotte ‘when I first
knew of him. But he was still living in Charlotte as well
when we first started dating. When we first started, he
was living -in Charlotté. He was just coming back and
forth. I was still living here in Greenville.

Q Okay. And how long have you beenr with the post
office For?

A 29 years.

Q And what was- hé doing in Charlotte at the time as far
as work?

A ‘I want to say'he"was-wqgkingffor,a paper company. 1L
can't remember the name of it.

Q Okay. And then when did he move to Greenville?

A I don't even remember. I walit teo —— I want to say in

Q7.
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Q So from '07 to '08, that's when he moved to

Greenville where y'all .dated?

A Yes, sir. Because we had got & houseé at shipyard in
_Greer.
Q Did hé move to Greenville to be more exclusive with

you so y"all could have .a normal —-

A Yes. That was the ‘purpose.

Q -— dating relationship?

A Yes, sir.

Q Was he married before?

A Yegt sir.

Q And how many times was he married?

A Once of my knowledge.

Q Okay. #And do you kriow whén‘thatgmarriage happened?
A No.

Q Okay.

A I .meah, he was -- he was aiready divorced when ‘we

started dating.

Do you know how 1ong his first marriage ‘was?
Maybe 20, 21, 22 years, something like that.
So a considerable amount of time?

Yes.

Is: -this your first marriage?

Yes.

And you hdave children not with Mr. Sullivan; correct?
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A
Q
A Three.
0
A

NQ:‘, f‘Sfi. I.
‘And how many -- how many kids do you have?

Four.

o T A o B

Okay. Does Mr. Sullivan have any kids from a

previous reldationship?

Yé&s, .sir..

And .how many kids *--

%Three kids. .Do you know their names arnd ages?
I don't know their -ages. I don't —— I probably don't

knowﬁtﬁeir names. I remember Michael Jr., which we call

'MJ. We didn't have the. best relaticnship. So I don't

really remember their names. I -- I don't know their
names: TIikhowhhe got two.girls‘and a- boy.

Q Two -girls and a boy. B2And are -- when you married

Mr, Sullivan in 2008; were his children already adults?-

A | ?heyiwéré —:;Weil?'the baby boy, he was & young:.
teenager. The o?her —— the two Qidesﬁﬂgirls~uere, likeh
over 18-

o} bquﬂ Prior 'to these-aliegatibns —- and you kind“of
touched ‘on this before. How would. you say that

Mr. Sullivan was ‘as a-husband?

A He wasn't a bad husband as. far as relationship wise.
He just had his —- hg wasn't the best provider as a

husband. And He didn't really take that very seriously.
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Q. Okay. When. you said that he wasn't the “best

provider,™ 'can you go inte more detail on that?

A Méaning when the tough got going, I was' thé one that

had. to figure it out..

Q Okay. Are you talking dbout.he wash't able to help
youw financially?
A He helped me because he worked. .I mean, he would.

give me his check. But if we got to a point”whére we —-

something urgent needed to be taken cdre, he leooked for me

to take care of it.

Q Okay. What was his work expefienCe while —— during
your marriage?

A He worked at. BMW before all of this stuff happened.
And then after ‘this —— the allegatioiis came out, he was
wo;kiggwafﬂEaton.

6) Okay. When jll was born —- she was born .in the year

-, i§ that correct?

A Yes, .sir.

Q Is that cotfrect?

A Yes, .sir.

Q How much after--- how much later after sbewwas‘bgrp

did you-and Michael start baby-sitting?
A I‘mean, as soon as she went back to work after her
maternity leave. So maybe six or eight weeks; I guess.

Q Arid oh an average week per se, how many days would
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y'all babysit?

A Just depending on her schedule. -They do, like, three
days on; four days offy four days on. -Just however i
it. would be three days 'some weeks, four days some weeks.
It just -depends ‘on, heér .schedule.

o) Okay. Would.she -- and when I'm-referring to "she,"

s mother. Would she dlways be the ‘one that both drops

the. child off and picks ‘the child -up?
A Yes, sir.
Q  Okay. Were -- didi.—- did you and Mr. Sullivan ever

baby-sit other kids?

A Not ‘to my. kndwlédge; I nmiean, until KJ was horn. We

would.watch him. That was my second grandson.
Q ° Ard when did you start watching KJ?
A KJ wasn't like how we watched lll. He would just stay

with Us :sometimes; you Know, just spend the night. But

his mom%aﬂwags was on a schedule where she could, you

know, watch her own child. So we didn't watch: him like .
that. | |

0 Okay'-. And when you would watch [ };oi».' long would
you watch: her, . say, on any particular night?

A hll night Iong dntil hHer mom got off.

Q And what time would her mother get off work?

A 7:00' in the morning.
. .

So she would --
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A  She would come and take, you know —- well, I'm

talking —— I'm thipking now as she got older, you know,

she. would just comé and take her to school, -and. stuff like

that.

Q 50 her mothér would work night shift?

A Yes, sir.

Q What time did night shift start?

% 7:00. it was a 12=hour job.

o) Okay. And what time would she, ‘typically, drop ji§

off?
A 6:00, maybe 5:30, 6:00.
Q So from 5:30. t6 6:00, would you and Me. Sullivan be

responsible for her dinner?

A Yes, sir.

Q  Bathing?

A Yes, sir.

Q Putting her to bed?

A Yes, sir.

Q: And this happéned dpproximately how many times per
week?

A Well, like I-said, just depenpding on her work

schedule however marny -days we had. he¥r.
Q Okay. Prior to these allegations coming up that

we're talking about here today, can you talk about how the

resporisibilities were divided betweéenh you and Mr. Sullivanm
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as to feeding bathing putting |ji§ to -bed?
A It 'was really no division. .I bathed her. I never
let him bathe her.

Q Okay.

A He¢ ‘never bathed. her. But, wyou know, as far as

feeding her, like T said -- well, like I was —-- stated
earlier, if I went tojbiqgo that night, Mike would make

suré she -eat, and stuff like that.

Q Okay. So he would feed her: dinner?

A Yas, sir.

Q Wotld he preparé'thé:dfhner?

A No, sir.

Q  You would prepare the dinner?

A It was.mostly eat out.

0 'Qkéy. He would take her out.to eat?

A No — that-ot‘éither-gc get something and bring it
back. -

Q Okay. And when you went to bingo, how long would you
be at bingo for?

A It started about 7:00. And I'd be back .home by

. 10:30.

Q Qkay. 3And on an average week, how many nmights would
you go to: bingo?
A When T had the money. Well, let me see. Then, maybe

three or four nights & week.
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.0 Three or four nights a week?

A Uh-huh.
THE COURT: ‘Is that a.-"yes"?
THE WITNESS: Yes, sir.
BY MR, MUSSETIO:
Q Okay. Prior to these allegations, how would you.
describe Mr. Sullivan as a grandfather?
A He was a good grandfather.
0 Okay. What did he do with

A Well, like I .stated earlier, he would take her to the

park. Hé would take her to Frankie's. He would just take

her to do things that kids like to do.

Q Would she look forward to coming over?

A Yes; sir.

Q Who. is Brandon?

A My son, my youngest son.

Q And how old was Branden in 20152

A 19, I think.

Q Okay. And did Brandon —-- when did Brandon live with
you? |

A The whole time until he got his own place: about a

couple years ado.
Q Okay. So when jjij would come over to baby -- or when
BB would come over for .you and Mr. Sullivan to baby-sit,

Brandon would be livingfthere?
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A  He lived there. He wasn't always home. But, yeah,
he Iived there.

g  How much interdttion did Braridon have with [l

A <$§atzwas her’favériﬁg incle. They had a pretty good
relaticonship.

Q So on thé nights When you went to bingo, it would
just‘bé_Brandon'andxMr“ Sullivan at the house?

A  For the most part. gecauéélﬁyapddn was ,into his
music. He, Tike, giéyéd‘at the studio a- ilok.’

Q Did --.was Mr. —---was Branaon-ﬁgrking from: 2015 to,
20172

A Yés;‘sir, aﬁukaxbyfs.

Q Okay. How, -often would.Brandon be, also, at the_héuqu
when M. Sullivan was at: the house? -

A It just depends. ‘I mean, he was .a young man: So he
_had’hiéigwh car. S0 ﬁe'ﬁou;d-comg and go &s 'he pleased.
0  Okay. Is Mr. —- is Brandon. married?

A No, sir. |

Q  Okay. How many othér people 1lived in your house
from, let's say, the year 2000 [sic] “until 20172

A Janie and-Brandon both stayed there.the whole time
tntil Jahie moved out. ‘Aﬁd‘thenrBrénﬁon,mévedfbﬁt- They
got an apartment togefher.

Q  Ahd who's Janie?

A Janie's my baby girl. She's 24.
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Q ‘dkayﬁ ﬁndﬁno‘ﬁtherﬂpeopleﬁhave ever'iivgﬂéin the:

‘house?

A Phd SHericka. lived there until shé moveéd. That's iy

second daughter.

Q And when did Shericka move out?
A The ‘dates T can't --. T can't be specific. T just

know it was in —= within that time frame. She may have
moved out in 2014. TI.den't recall.

Q To your knowledge, has B cver made any other
allegatians'agéinst.anybody else prior.te these

dllegations dgainst M. Sillivan?

A }‘Llle,c_;r;ﬂ':-isons‘z;l__t_:j"'a:3";1'1'3‘c,j like,,my son, or somebody like
that?
Q Correct.

A - Well, Brandon's name did come up one time.

Q  Okay. Can you ——

A But I don't know if she made any allegations against
him. I just hearé-hisnnamg come up.

Q When -you say Brandon's nane game up, who brought
Brandon's: name up?

A Just in -- just ip the conversation, you know —— you
kiow; people talkiﬁg,.iﬁét Saying that -- because when.
Brandon went over to - when they went over to the house
to meet, Brandon —- I think they asked Brandon to come

over, téo. I —-— I don't know because I wasi't ‘thHere. T
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would be —— I 'would be sitting here not telling the truth
if I knew. I just know his name came up. I don't —- I

don™t kriow.

o) Would you characterize it that Brandon was accused of
touching |

A No.

0 Okay. How would you characterize it then?

A Just saying ‘that he -~ never touching her, just -- I

d@n't know. She -- she never accused him of;tOUching her.
Let's put it like that. T —- I don't know. That was
niever beught té’ﬁj‘knbwlédge, S0..

Q S¢ when you..say that Brandon's name was: brounght. wp,
I'm trying to understand in what way was Brandon brought
up in rélation 'to allegations of sexual molestation?

A She just —— she never'5que.anyﬁhing to me- about it
anyway. So that's —-- that's the- reasen why it's hard for

me to say. I\juSt knOWPthat-when-tbeyiail'wereagoing to

meet, they asked Brandon to come over as well. 3and I.

asked them why. So I doii't Know. That's -- thiat's

somebody —- that's -- that's just something I didn't get

into.
Q Okay.
A Because she: never said anything about Brandon

touching her inappropriately.

Q she never said anything to. you about it?
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referenced.

A I can't -~ I,can't really speak on it because I
wasn't there:.. A

O  Okay.

)% They went over.to@iamekafs-hogsg..fi didn't go over

there.

Q Let's -- let's -~ who's "they"?
A Who &ll went to the house?

Q Yes.

And whose house did they go to?

A They went to Tameka's house.

Who's “they"? First of all, who's "they"?
A Tameka, Shericka, Michael, and lll. 'And I don't know
who else was there becalise I wasn't there.
-And:whoselhousg_diarthis.meeging'happeh -
Tameka's..
.OkéYu Did'Br?n§?n“§°.t0 phié‘m@éting?
No. T don't think so.

But he was asked to come to the meeting?

Hoo0o @ O o O

I think sb. I dor't —- I don't know. This meeting
thing, I can't really just speak on because I wasn't
there.. T don't really know what happened over there.

That would be me —- I can't really-speak on that meeting.

'VIVIAN -PATRICIA. SULLIVAN-CROSS. BY MR. MUSSETTO. : 113 59
A  No, mot to me. i
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T just. know they -- Tameka asked Michael to come over
there. And from what I' yunderstand, they wanted Brandon to

come. That's -—--thdt's ‘the most I can tell you about that

because T wasn't:there.. And I don®t know what happened.

And T don't even know 'what was said.

Q Okay*‘-But-VOUr uriderstanding is that Mr. Sullivar
did go to the -meeting?

A He did go over there. _Bﬁt my‘ﬁﬁderStanding as well
is he feally‘£GQR.ik very‘liéht1¥; | »

Q jﬁkéy, But he did;go and "face the accusers"?

A He went.

Q  Okay. -And how long after this family meeting was he
then arrested?

A Was he arrested?

Q Uh-huh. What was the duration? How many- days was he
arrested .after this faﬁily meeting?-

A I'ddn't remember. I don't know. This —-— this is so
long, age. I don't remember specific détesm I can't
remgmbéi'if'if'was thé same day, or the-hext day; or —- I
don't —— T don't —= I just know he was asked to go down to
the detention center and turn ‘himself in.

Q Okay. ' Do you know.if Brandon- was .ever asked te go
down to the detention center? -

A No, six.. 'qu sir. Because this wasn't -- this

wash't about Brahdon:
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MR. MUSSETTO: Okay. No further guestions.
THE COURT: ®Anything on redirect?
MS: ‘MAJOR: Briefly, Yout -Hofiot:

THE COURT: Yes,. ma‘am.

‘.RED$RECT'EXAMINATION
BY MS. MAJOR:
0 Ms. Sullivan, you said-theibéfendhnt has two kids ard
you know one of —- his son's name is MJ?
A Yes, matam.
Q Alﬁre;the daughters older or —=

A Yes, sir -- yes, -ma‘am.

Q Okay. Can you remember their names? Aﬁd, if=not,‘

that's okay.

A Let's see.

Q I‘ll.moye-on-

A I -—— I don't remember his daughters names, I really
don't.

0 bid they come and visit y'all?

A Théy did comeé and visit sometimes. But they didi't
care for me, so_ﬁhey diénff come around very often.

Q Okay. Were they close with the Defendant?

A They were —— they weré close to their dad. But once
I came into the-picture, they—WasnitJ

Q Qkay. ULet's talk about Brandon's name coming up.

What do ‘you mean by that? When -- when did this -~ when

-
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.did this —~ Brandon's .name come up?

A All I - the -- the first person that said something

to me about. it ‘was Mithael.

0 Okay.

A He had told me that, you know;, that they had said

something to him about him and ~~ about him and |ji§ and

Brandon .and . So that's where I first got it from,

Michael.
Q 'So Michael gave.you Brandon's name?
A Yes, ma'am.

Q And ‘you said that Michael told You- that they. Who do

you mean "they"?

A Matam?

Q Who deo you mean by "they"? You said -~
A I guess the girls, Tameka, and Shericka, and whoever

else is involved.

Q Okay. But you heard Brandon's name first from —-

A ﬁichaelr yes, ma'am.

Q Okdy. Did Brandon have any interest in being alone
with [

A No, not unless she wanted -- Braﬁdon was never alone

with Her, Jdike, in tlie hoiise. ‘Hé always tdok her to the
park.  That was their favorite place, the park. Brandon
and jji§ would go to the park a lot.

Q Okay. Would they be in the house alone together?
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A Not that I'm aware of. But if they did, wasn't no
reason why they shouldn't. Brandon was —— he's a —- he's
a good young man, trust. me.

s} But, to your: knowledge, were they ever alone? Can
you recall a specific incident when they were alone?

A No, ‘ma’am.

Q Can you recall times that the Defendant was alone

with R

A Yes, ma'am. He was alone with Jjf§j 2 lot. Because,
like I said, he would watch her while I leave —- while I
left to go to bingo. 7

MS. MAJOR: -Okay. Thank you.

No further questions.

THE GOURT: Ariythirng on recross?

MR. MUSSETTO: Very briefly.

‘RECROSS-EXAMINATION

BY MR. MUSSETTO:

Q How often would Brandon take-ﬁﬁ to the park?

A Whenever he 'wasi't working or whenever slie asked him.
Q Okay.
A Not like a certain amount of times. Just; whenever he

»

had the free time. Becadse Brandon worked a.lot.
Q And Brandon: would, typically, always take her when
she'd ask him?

A If he had time.
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Q And then if Brandon were to take her to the park,

that means Mr. . Sullivan would be; Ieft at the house by
himself; if you're out at bingo?

A Oh, that -- that was never a. part-time while T was at
bipgpz-‘fhat was' at night when Mighael -- Michael was left
with hezr. If he took her to the park, that was durin§ the

day. It was never at nighttime.

Q  Okay. How far awdy is the park from your house?
A It was only, like, two or three minutes from the
house..

Q And when they would go to the park tegether, how long

would they be at the park for?

A I mean, hgwevér long they want to play.

MR. MUSSETTO: NO further guestions.
. THE COURT:. All right.

MS. MAJOR: Nothing, further, Your Honor.

THE COURT: . ‘All right. T have no questions.

Thénk you, ma'am.

You can step down.

MS. MAJOR: Your Honor, may this witness be excused:
from her gqbpoena?

THE COURT: Any objection?

MR. MUSSETTO: No. objection.

THE COURT:. All right. Can I see both of you?

(WHEREUPON, a bench tonference was held.)
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B W N =

THE COURT: All right. Ladies and gentlemen of the
jury, the next witnesses: testimony would probably be
rather lengthy. So I want to —— I Wwanted to.stép at E
12:30. It's 12:15.

Se I'm going. to excuse you now to go to lunch., I'm.
going to give you an extra 15 minutes for lunch. I want

you back in your —- in your jury room no later. than 2:00.

And, please; ma'am, and; please, sir, be in thé jury room

by 2:00.

Znd then while you're at lunch, make sure that you
don't disciuss the case with each other.

Those of you who are taking notes, make sure you
leave those notepads in the jury reom during the lunch.
break.

Egd:don't-discuss the case with-each Otherh Don't

discuss the case with any family member, or anyoné that

you may see. If, in fact, somebody comes up to you and
wants —- asks you about the case and is persistent about
it, you tell then you canndt talk. TIf they're-persistent,
you get their name @ndfyou bring'it.back-to:mei And we'll
deal with that sitﬁatign.accq;diggly.

But, anyway, have a good lunch. #And I will sSee you
back. around 2:00.

(WHEREUPON, the jury was excused from open:court;at

approximately 12:17 p.m.)
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THE -COURT:+ A1l right.. We're going to break for
Junch until 2:00. And I've instructed, I think,

Mr. Mussettd and:Ms. 'Major that —- that T rieed yoiu both

back, at”least{-aﬂquarier'until 2:00 .in case there are any

matters that we néed to .address before we bring the .jury
back.

‘And during lunch, I've, also, instructed Ms. Major,

-as well as Mr. Mussetto to advise your respéctive cliernts

regarding'£he rules ab@ut.talkiﬂg about any ofi.the ——
discussing any of. the testimony or talking to each other

during the break. Both of you know, specifically, exactly

" what I'm talking about. So make sure that you.do that.

Anything before —— from either side before we break
for lunc¢h?”

MS. MAJOR: . No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: From the Defense?

MR. MUSSETTO: No, Judge.

THE COURT: A1l right. Have a goed lunch. 1I'll see
you at & quarter of 2:00.

(WHEREUPON, a lunch break was téken;)

THE .COURT: <Counsel, anything we need to address.
before we bring the juty back?

MS. MAJOR: Your Honor, I guess just scheduling
issues ——

THE COURT: Yes.
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MS. MAJOR: —— so I.!can tell myfwitnesseSHwhen“té‘Be
here. I have the -- Tameka Williams, who's. the mother.
And thén I'm géing to call Jj williams, the victim, .and
then. a law enforcement officer, who should not take very
long, then the investigator -- the lead investigator on
the case. And then Christine Carlberg just'toUlay‘the
foundation for the video. I don't think calling all of
those people that -- assuming that we get -- that I get
through 41l of ‘them, that that will leave us time for the
blind expert..

S6 I'm wondering if —-

THE COURT: Do you want to carry that over until
tomorrow?

MS. MAJOR: Yes.

She can't be here -until 10:15, T still may have
othef witnesses. I don’t know if we'll get to, like,
Investigator Lyda, or -- or I don't know if I'1l have time
for the video. So I .may not -- I mean, it may not be an
issue of her not getting here until 10:15.

THE COURT: Well, we're going to -- we're going to do
a proffer on her anyway; right? |

MR. MUSSETTO: Correct.

THE COURT: So, irregardless of where we are, I"11
just maybe- take a short break, or something, -and, then do

her if she's -- you know, it depends on where we are in
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the. morring.
But you said .she'll get here around 10:15?2
MS. ‘MAJOR: ‘Yes. She can't be here until 10:15.

Znd so- she's the only thing-that.I-have;left for

‘tomorréw.. I%11 tell her to get’ here at 10:15. But I

apologize that we wouldn't be able to start until then, if
we get through everything today. I don't know if we'll
have time --

THE COURT: All those -— all -those. names that you.

just mentioned, you —— all those names that you just

'mentioned, do you. think we're going to get to them by

5:00?

MS. MAJOR: I just want -- yeah. I don't.think that
we.will. T just want to do wofse case scénario, I guéss..

THE COURT: Well, we'll see.

Mr. Mussetto, anything you've got?

MR. MUSSETTO: Are we on the record right. now?

THE COURT: Yes. We're on the .record.

MR. MUSSETTO: May we approach on a separate matter?

THE COURT: -Okay. ‘This is off the.record, sidebar.

(WHEREUPON, a bench conference was held.)

THE COURT: All right. Ms. Majér.

MS. MAJOR: Your Henor, it is -- I passed you up a
copy of my motion to admit the out-of-court statement,

which is the forensic interview pursuant' to Section
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17-23-175. And it's'my understanding that Defense Counsel
has no objection to the admissibility of ‘the video.

MR. ‘MUSSETTO: That's correct, Your.Hdnor.

THE CO@RT:i'ilI right. Let me put on the record that
I -did have the opportunity yesterday -— and I appfecidte
the lawyers providing the video to‘me. So I had- the
opportunity to review it yesterday. As a matter of fact,
I loocked at it twic¢e. And my law clerk looked at it.

And I, certainly, think after my reviewing it, the
prerequisites of ,17-23-175 Subsection B; all of those
things that are set forth, whether the statement was
elicited by leading questions, the interview itself, ‘and
whether the statement contained a detailed account of the
events, all those things: that are contained in.that
subsection, I find it to be appropriate.

So I will go ahead and —- and grant the admissihility
of the out-of-court statement.

MS. MAJOR: Thank you, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Okay.

MS. MAJOR: 1f I can‘just check on-my witness,
please.

THE COURT: Okay.

(Pause.)

MS. MAJOR: The State's ready, Your Honor.

i

THE COURT: 1Is the Deferise ready?
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MR. MUSSETTO: Yes, Your Honer.
THE COURT: A1l right. Bring:the jury out.
(WHEREUPON, the .juiy cafie into opeh couit at
approximately=2;ﬁiwp.m.j‘
THE COURT: ALl right. Ms. Major, call your next
witness. -
MS. MAJOR: Thank you, Your Honor.
The State calls Tameka Williams.
THE CLERK: Ms. Williams, please, come forward.
If.you'll, please, pause’at-the‘end-of the- bench.
Place your léft hand on the Bibile and raise your
right hand.
WHEREUPON,,.
TAMEKA DENTSE WILLIAMS,
after first having been duly sworn, testified as follows:
THE CLERK: Thank you. |
Please be seated.
State your. name for the recorxrd.
THE :‘WITNESS: Tameka Denise Williams.
THE CLERK: Thank you. “

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY M5.. MAJOR:

0 Ms. Williams, where do you live right now?
A I stay in Duncan.

Q  Who is your mother? What"siher name?
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roX. IR oI -

ages

A

Vivian Patricia Sullivan.

Does: she go by "Pat!?

Yes; ta'am, she does.

A1l right. Do you have siblings?

1 do- \

All right. Tell us their -names and are they -- their
—-- approximate ages, or the order of birth.

I have a younger sister named Shericka McNatt. She's

25, T think. I have a baby sister named Janie Williams.

She's aboﬁt 23. And I have a younder brother named

Brandon Williams. He's about 21.

L o R B R 2 e B o . S c - o

And how old are you?

I am 32.

Okdy. So you're the oldest of all the siblings?
Yes, ma'‘am, I am.

Do you know the Defendant?

Yes, ma'am, I do.

How .do you know him?

He used to be’‘married té my mom.

Do you have any children?

I do.

All right. Who a¥é your children?

I have two.  I'have an —- an eight-year-old daughter.
What's her name?

MICIO. ~nd I have a two-year-old son,
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BROTHER

All right. What does your daughter go by?

MINOR
a

And what is.hernbirﬁhday?

Her birthday is [N

Arid then your Son, 'what is his birthday?

When did you first get to know the Defendant?

b B A I A oI O,

I .met Mikg,.I guess, aboiut nine years ago. He was
dating my mom.,

Q Did he; eventually, get marriéd‘to’YOur mom?

A . Re did.

Q A1l right. And did they live together once they got

‘married?
A Yes, ma'am.
Q Did he get married to your mother before or after i

was born?

A After was born.

Q Okay. Do you know that for sure? You sSounded
hesitant.
A No, ma'am. I'm not for sure;

Q QOkay. So has he been in your family for, at least,
10 years now?
A Yes, mavam.

Q All right. How was your relationship with him prior
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to - to these allegations?

A It was pretty decent.

Q Okay. Would y'all ever argne?

A ¥ot —— no, not really argue. I 'mean, we would get
upset with. each other every now and: then for various
reasons, but nothing that lasted for an extended amount of
time, or .-nothing that was quite so serious.

Q@  Okay. Overall, did you 1iké him?

A I did.

Q And then how was his relationship like with. your
siblings? Was it 'similar to yours?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q Okay. Was he there when jjij; was born? And I don't

mean physicaliy in the foom, but was -— was he a part-of

your family when jji§ was born?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q Al right. Was your mother there for yow when Jjj was
born?

A Yes, na'an.

Q When did you. start working at BMW?

A I started working ét BMW Japuaxry the 4th, 2013.

Q Okay. When did you become a ~—~ did you evér work
there as a =— as a temp, as a temporary worker?

A Yes, ma’am.

Q" All xight. When did that start?
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A That®s when it started, that date. I, actuaily, came

in as a temp MAU on January the 4th.

Q" So how old was ] when you started working?

A ﬁ“=was six months when I:stafted“working at BMW.

Q And T just want to make sure we dget these dates
correct. You said January 4th, 20132

A Let's see. It was probably 2012.

Q Okay. Let's .go back. What day was —- what year was

MG

born?

A [ was born on IINNIEIEGS
Q Okay. And How' old is she —
A Okdy. -So I started working out there -—-— thank you.

I started working out there on January the 4th, 2011.

Q Okay. And that's been several years --

A Yes, ma'am.

Q What was your schedule when you first started working
there?

A I was working 12-hour shifts.

Q Okay. And which:shift were you working?

A I was working third shift from 7:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m..
Q And would you work every day, or what would a —- an
average week look like, or an average .schedule Took like?

A An average schedule would be one week, I would be

required to work 36 hours. And then the following week, I

wds required.to work ahywﬁere Betwéen —- it was anywhere
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between maybe 40 to 60 hours. The schedule kind of
fluctuated just on —- on the requirement. Because we deal
with cars and productisn.

So it's justthe demand of what they needed. So it
just flictuated. L
Q  Would it always be ‘a 12-hour shift?
A Yes, ma'am.
Q Okay. So would it be some days on and tlien a couple
days of£?
A Yes, ma'am.

Q Okay. What did you do for child -care for

A My ‘mom and Mike -Sullivan took care of my daughter

while IQWOrked:

Q Okay. Up until these:allegations, did they -- were
you always working night,shift?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q Would they always take care 6f hex?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q And what would @& typical schedule —- well; let's
first start -- did she go to preschool?

A She went to day care, yes, ma'am.

Q Qkay. @And low' Wwould she --. oncé she started going to
day care, how would that .schedule leok like&' 7

A Once I wop;é;get off in the morning at 7:00 a.m., I

would gé to my mom's house and Mike Sullivan’s:house and
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pick my :daughter up. And then I would take her to day

care, which was right-up the street. And that's where she
would be for some hours while I rest.

éhdfthen I would go -pick her-up and start all over
again. Take her back hgme- I'd get ready for.work, get
her ready to go back over tbfmyrparénts house.
Q Okay. And would you drbp_hen off?
A Yes, ma"am.

0 And where did she .start going to 5K or kindergarten

‘once preschool was over?

A Once —- once shé& came out -0f day care, she started

.going to [ :1crentary School.

Q- Okay. Was she there for kindergarten?

A Well, ‘excuse me. Oncs she left day care, she started
going to Fuller Normal School.

Q Okay.

A And that's where she weht for K4. Ana'then once she
started going to KS, she started going to I
Elementary School on East North Street.

Q And is that a publiC'scHool?

A Yes, mavam. ‘That's a public 'school.

Q All right. Did she go there for kinderdarten --
first grade as.welf?_

A Yes, ma'am, she did.

Q Okay. Does: she have to be, there at a certain time
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at == at _ —-- at I guess, you know, real
s¢heol, :did she have to. be there ——

A Y¥es, ma'am. She had to be there by 8:00 a:m.

Q‘_ gkaya And were gouﬁstill ﬁﬁopping her off at your

mother and Mike's house? .

A Yes, ma"am.

Q Was it that same schedule?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q So on. average, how many hights a wesk would shé:spgnd

over- there?
A A week —- one —- One weéek —— one week, she may stay,
at least, tliree nights. And then. the .folléwing week,  she

would probably stay, at least, ‘four or five nights.

Q  Okdy. And your sofi, when was he born again?

A .

Q Okay. So he was not around during a lot of these
years? -

A No, ma'am.

Q How was ybux‘relétéqpship‘~~ of “how was.mﬂ“s‘

relationship with your. mother?

A Great. _

Q@  All right. What would they do togethar?

A My ‘mom would take her to the park. She would, you
know; spend fiﬂe‘with:herg We all go - to church, together.

We would eat togefhera She -- she did multiple things
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with my -daughter:as far ‘as taking her to fun places.

Q  Was fll the only grandchild for a while?

A Yes, ma'am; she Was.
o) Dq‘you.anthow -- -approximately how leng-she was the

only grandchild?

A Let's seé. she?sveight now, and the next-grand that

was born is three now. -So I'guess-maybewabout five years.
Q Okay. What.was her relationship like with the
Defendant?

A It was pretty good.

Q Did she appear to like him?

A Yes, ma'am, she did.

Q All right. What kind of things would they do
togéthér? .

A He would do some of the same things. He. would call

and ask me if it's okay to come and pick ‘her up to take

her to gét ice cream, or if it was okay to --

Q Would he be the only one in. —— when he would‘pick her
ip sometimes? ’

A Yes, ma'am, he would be.

Q What kind of things would they do? Ice cream you
said?

A Yes, ma'am. He would ask -- if a football team was
playing that he liked, he -- especially Clemson,; he would

ask if she c¢an —- if he can come and pick her up and bring
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her over to watch the -- the game. Because by this time,
she's so used to him and she knows that.he lQVQS'CleméQQ-
So he got. 50 excited about Clemsorn that she got eéxe¢ited
about Clemson.

Sa-any time Clemgon was playing, he. would ask if he
could céme and get her dnd bring her back to the house so
she can watch the Clemson game with him. And just other
things like he asked to take her to the park and,
actually, go to her school and eat with her, you krnow, 1if
she asked him to, several things like that.

&) Okay. And would he be alone With-he; on: 'some of
these occasions?

Yes, ma'am.

As far as you knew?

Yes, ma'am.

Did you trust hifv-with her?

I did.

Did you see any signs that she —- he was mean to- her?
No, ma'am.

Or would yell at her?

No, ma'am.

‘What kind of ¢df did he drive?

The two that I remember is. a gold Honda Accord, and

then, also, a ‘black Honda Accord.

Q Where were hé and your mother living at the time that
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BB vas five and six years old?
B

Okay. Bnd where were you living?

Was that relatively close to each other?

Y&5, ma'am, about three minutes away from each other.

Lo R o S

I'm going to show-you what's been marked as State's
Exhibit ‘Nos. 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6. Just look through those.
And %ell.me if you récognize all of thiose pictures.

Yes, ma'‘am, .I do.

Okay. What are those pictﬁrés of?

A picture of my mom's and Mike Sullivan's home.
Okay. And is that the _home'?
Yés;,ma'am,‘it is.

Do they fairlyfand,accurately;repreSent the house as
it was back in 20177

A_ Yes, ma'am, pretty much.

MS. MAJOR: Okay. Your Honor, at this time, the
State would méve State's Exhibit Nos. 2, 3, 4, 5, and.’6
into evidence.

THE COURT: All right. Any objection?
MR. MUSSETTO: No objection.

THE GOURT: All right. So entered without objection.’

(WHEREUPON, State's Exhibit Nos. 2, 3, 4, 5; and 6 were

admitted-into evidence.)
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MS. MAJOR: Your Honor, I would request permission to

publish to the jury.

THE COURT: Any objection?’
MR. MUSSETTO: No objectien.
THE CQURT: All right.
BY MS. MAJOR:
Q Ms. Williams, what is that a picture of? Z2Znd we're’
looking at. State's Exhibit No. 2.
A That's a picture of my mom's and Mike Suliivan's- home

at I

Q Okay. And what is that a picturé of? And I'm

referring to State's Exhibit No. 5.

A That is one ‘side of the main 1iving room.

Q  Okay. Is that the —— and I'll let you look at it
here because there's a bit of a glare. But is that the
front door?

A No, ma'am. That's one of the back doors:.

0 Okay. And what is State's Exhibit No. 6? What is
that a picture of?

A That would be the other side of the living room.

Q Of this room?

A. Yes, hma'am.

Q Okay. And then what is that a picture of?

A That is a picture of -- I guess we would call that

the sitting room. Onte you walked ir the door in the
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garage, it was, like, a sitting axea.
Q@  Qkay. And then do you -- what room — what is that a

pictire .of?

A That's a picture of my mom's and Mike Sullivan's
bedroom:

Q  Okay. Thank yéu.

So let's ge to the day that you learned about the
sexual abuSe allegations. Do you remember what day it-
was; or what was going on. that day?

A ‘That- day, my daughter had, actually, spent the night

at her best friend's house, which is Shannon's

daughter. And so that -- she stayed that night before.

So that next morning, I, actually, called my mom

because I was off of work. And T Was*piaﬁning“ﬁﬁ take my

mom to breakfast since I was off of work. So I called my

mom that morning and was letting her know that I.wanted to
take hef to breakfast. But she informed me that she was
already cooking breakfast.

So it was just me.and my son at-homg, T told her
fhat we would just throw some shoes on and come .in our
night clothes and éqme-over there and eat b;eékfast there.
And sﬁé.was okay. with that..

Once I got there, it was just a -=- you know, normal,
us talking, my mom cooking.

Q Who was over at the. house? You, and your sen, and
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your mom?
A My son, my mom, me, of course. And Mike was back in
the back poobm. That's all I rémembér that was there.

Q. What happened next?

A My phohe rung. BAnd it was Shapnon. BAnd she was

asking me what I was doing and if T could talk. And I
told her, Yes. BAnd she said that she wanted to tell me
something, £hat she had just heard,ﬁi say.

And so I told her to go on: And she had mentioned
that ] had said that she didn’t like geing to her
grandparents house. And so she asked why. ©And said
that her papa —- that's what she used to call Mike
Sullivan -- her papa touches her. And so as soon as I
heard that, I just immediatély took the phone from.my ear
and just started screaming Mike's name at the top of my
lungs several times.

And~thén he, finally, came out of the room. And I
asked. him, I said, Have you touched my daughter? And he
was, you kiow, just mortified.

What? You know, what do,you,mean?'

- Did you. —— I kept asking him, Did you touch. my
daugtiter?

And, of course, he was denying it. &And I was letting

him know -- I said, Well, I have Shannon right here on the

phone:. ‘And she's saying that [j§ said that you have
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toudﬁedfher? you know. And I just kept asking, Did you
touch my daughter? And he was in depial about- it.

Aind so I got back on the phore. :Afid I told Shannon

‘to bring my daughter to. me.

Q  Okay: You're talking calmly now saying that you said
his rHame. sWéIe‘;— Wwere you upset?

A I was very upset.

Q Okay. Were YOu‘yelling?,

A Yes, ma‘am. I was —- yeah.

Q Okay. Could he tell that you were mad about these

d1legations?
A Yes, ma'am, ‘he could.

Q Okay. What did you do ~- what did -- what did your
mom do. | '

A My .nom, basicaily, was just kind of trying to take it -
all in, I guess, trying to, you know, figure .gut, you

know, what was kind. of happening right then and there. So

.me and my mom kind of got upset with each other.

Q How come?
A Because I'm getting a phone call saying that my
daughter has been touched by somebody that we trusted.
And I can understand that this was her’husbandiand, you
know, this is all happening so fast.

And she was more wanting me to calm down -and, you

know, try to be more raticnal about it. And it was —- it
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was none -of that going on in my mind. I mean, ‘the only

thing that. I know is that I'm receiving a phone call

saying that my daughter has been touched by Miké Sullivan.
Se ‘it -just caused.a lot of tension. 8o I ended up

leaving-my foin's home ahd oing to my house. And T had

already asked Shannon to bring my daughter to me so I

could talk to my daughter face-to-face,

Q Okdy. So did you go to your house?

A Yes, ma'am, I did.

Q And who met you there?

A Shannon came ahd bfought‘thdaughfer to me. And it

was me and it was - And at that poinf in time, I talked

to il - éecauseil wanted her to tell me exactly what -she

told Shaniion.

Were you still upset at this point?

Yes, ma'am. I was still very ypset and vert hurt.

Were you crying?

Yes, ma‘am, I was.

Were you yelling?

Yes, ma'am, I was.

Okay. And did §§§ disclose sexual abuse to -you?

Yes;  ma'am, she did.

Did she say where it hagpened?

Yes, ma'am.

Where did she say it happened?




86

o oas W N

10

11

12

13
14

15

16
17
18
19

20

22

23

24

25

TAMEKA . DENISE ‘WILLIAMS:BIRECT BY: MS. MAUOR . 140

o oo B

.shé_séid itlhappenéd at her grandgaren%s-h0use.
'Did-she say when it happened?

No, ma'am. She didn't say when:

Okay-. - What. was her; demeanor Iike when she was
telling you this?

A  she was —— -she was.'cryirg. I mean, she was -— you

know, she was crying. She was hurt.. But I think she. was

qoré of feeling as if she was scared as 1f -- I don't know

if she felt like maybe if she had done the right thing or
not by, .-you know, releasinglﬁhiS‘informqtion.

Q Was she laughing?

A Ng, ma'am.

Q  Was she yelling aﬁbut it?

A No, ma‘am. .She -- my daughtet's. not - she's not a

yeller. She's.a pretty calm persen.

.Q ~ ‘Okay. &nd what did you do-after 5he told yéu what

happened?

A I picked up ‘the phone and.I called Mike -Sullivan's

phone. ‘And I told.him he needed to gét to my house ¥ight

now. And the reason I did that is because I wanted my

daughter to tell me év%xything'th@t éheltqldfme right; in
front of him.

Q Why did youw want her te téll in front of him?

A Because I believed —— I béliévedfthe information. from

the'jump-start} But T just -- I wahted him to isée. I
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wanted him to hear the same thing-tha%@shefhadatoid%me:and

told Shannon. And I know if —— you know, outside of her

being scated and cryifigiand feelirng whatever way that .shé

was. feeling, if she was able to still be able: to say those

same things ifi front of him while he was there, then, I
mean, it was more of just confirmation on top of

confirmation for me.

@  So what happened? Did Shannon.leave?
A No, ‘ma'am. ‘Shannon -- Shannon stayed there. I —- 1

can't recall —— I can't remember- if Shannon was still
theére or not.

Q Dg you know —= was 'your son, still there?

A Yes, ma‘am. _My son was still there.

Q  Okay.:

A So I think —- T'm —~ I'm almost sure that Shannen
still was tHere. Because I asked Shannon to take my son
with her while I took imy daughter to the hospital.,

So did Mike come.over?

Yes, ma'am, he dids

And -are youwétiil'upsef at this point?

Yes, ma'am, I am.

Did you yell at him when.he camé over?

I asked him — I asked my daughter to tell me exactly
what she told -- you know, to say in front of him exactly

what ‘she told me and exactly what she told Shannon. ‘And
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he: was about the whole situation

as. she “was ‘starting «-.you know, as she. was saying these
things, of course, she's crying, yow know.

But what strick out. the most to 'me. is how norichalant
\ﬁhenishe was' saying
what - you, kidw, was telling some of the things that' he
did to her. He %as just more .fumbling in the ‘cardy -bowl
that I had on my coffee table and jusﬁvbéihg,redl‘—— just
careless, basically, about what was going on right then
and. there.

Q 'ﬁidﬁﬂe'JOOK-surﬁrised?

A He looked like He didn't care.

Q Okay. And did he deny “

A - He did. His whole story was she's a six-year-old.

Are y'ailﬂgoiﬁg'tb listen to & six-year-old? I can
remember -- I can recall him saying it could have been.
something ‘that she dreamed about that —- that she thinks

she knows, ‘as if my daughter ‘would have a feason to even

be sitting around dreaming, or talking, or thinking abeut

things liké that.

So-that was his whole story at that peint 'in time was
she's just six. Are y‘all going to believe.a.
six—Vyear-old?

Q Okay. ' Did your dagghterrindicaie that the. sexual
abuse “had ‘happened more than one time?

A  No, ma'am. She néver said how iany times it
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‘happened. She just said what .she remembered.

Okay. And, :again, throughout this, are you upset?
Yes, ma‘am; T dm:

Did he leave, eventually?

Yés, ma'am. I put him out.ef my house

All right. What did you do-after that?

T o S R o S o)

I asked Shannon to. take my -son while I take my
daughter to the hospital. 2And that's what T .did.

Q Okay. And what happened at. the hospital?

A ‘Once we got to the hospital, I let them know what was
going on: And T -wanted them to check her. .But the
information that they gave me was because they didn't have
a time frame of when this assault happenéd and being that
it was possibly outside .of 48 hours that evem if there was
evidence there, they wouldn't be able to gather anything
because evidence —- as far as, I guess, the type of
evideﬁce‘ﬁhat they was talking about doesn't last longer
than 48 hours..

Q 0kay. And what was the nature of the abiuse that she
said happened?

A What she told me was that —-

Q  WAs it —- did shé say that hé had touched her?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q  Okay. Did you speak with police officers- at ‘the’

Hosp ital?
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A Yes, ma'am, I did.

Q ~ : Okay. And is that how the criminal process got

started?

A Yes, ma “am.

Q  Okay. Did you communicate with fhe'Defendaat after
this? B

A No, ma'am, I didn't. He tried to contact me, but.

Q Do you remember what day this came out?’

A Thé whole --

Q ‘What day you took her to the hospital, what day
she — she talked about the abuse?

A I want to say January the 16th.

Q  Okay. And then approximately how many —- how -- how

much longer after that 'did he reach out.to you?

A I can recall a text message that he sent on —— a
couple days after; iaybe :Januaty. the 18th.
Q Okay. I'm going to show you what's been mairked as

State's .Exhibit No. 1. Tell me if you recognize that.

A Yes, ma'am, T do.

Q - Okay. What is that?

A That's a text message that Mike Sullivan texted my
phone & coiiple of days after i came out with the
information, about: him touching her.

Q Okay. And is he plugged into your phone -as Mike

Sullivan?
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A Yes; mg‘am, he is.

And before this, would y'all coemmunicate via text?
A Yes,; ma'am; we wouldd.

MS. MAJOR: Okay. Your Honor, at this time, i‘wpuid
ask that State's Exhibit No. 1 be.moved into evidence.

THE COURT: All right. Any objection?

MR. MUSSETTO: No cbjection.

THE -COURT: Without objection; State's Exhibit No. 1
is so admitted.

(WHEREUPON, State's.ﬁxhibit,ﬂo. 1 was admitted into

evidence.)

MS. MAJOR: And I would requestfﬁermissionkto*publish

it to the jury.
THE COURT: Ariy objection, Counsel?
MR. MUSSETTO: No objection,

THE COURT: All right.

BY MS. MAJCR:

Q Ms. Williams, if you'll just read that out to us.

Did he initiate the tékt conversation?

A Yes, ma'am, he did.

Q Okay. And what day was that?

A Janiuary the .18th, 2017.

Q Okay. What &ié he write to you?

A He texted, Hey, Meka. Call,mé, please. We both

getting played by someone close to the family. 2And I
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didn't respond.
Then he texted again, he said, Think about it; the

timing of the incident was too pérfect. And I didn't

‘resgond.

R w
And he texted again, he said, Everything is going the

way they planned it. BAnd I didn't respond.

Q And then it looks like there's a message_ppior'to
this. Was this prior -- was -- the .message that was sent
before what you read, was that .sent before these
allegations came out?

B "Yesj-ma'am. It was on Janudary 15th, so yes, ma'am,
it was. |

Q Okay. Ms. Williams, does —- was —- the 'timing of
this disc¢losure of j telling Shannon these things, was
there anything significant about the timing?

A No, ma'am, it wasn't.

Q Was there aqything;goingioﬁy;n the family .at that
time?

A No, md'ain, it wasn't.

Q Is there anybody close to the family that. wants to

hurt you?

A No; ma'am, there's not.
Q And, to your knowledge, is. there anyone close to the

family that wants to ﬁhrt.ﬂr. Sullivan?

A No,; ma'am.
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Q Did that text message make -any sense to you?

A It ‘made absolutely no sense.
' Q  Okay. What is i like as-a child?

A Happy.

Q Haye. you ever had any trouble with her or issues,

besides normal kid behavior?
No, ma'am.
Okay. And did you change shifts at work after this?
Yes, ma'am, I did.
Okay. To what?
I requested to go to A shift to start working from
7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. so I could be at home with my kids.
Q Okay. And after this, did you allow the —- allow i
aroiind Mr. Sullivan? |
A No, ma'am.

MS. MAJOR: Okay. Please answer any gquestions tﬁe
Defense has.

THE COURT: Cross-examination.

- CROSS-EXAMINATION

BY MR. MUSSETTO:

Q Ms. Williams, geing back to the layout of

Mr. Sullivan's house wheré he livéd with your mother. Can

you describe kind of the layout? Is.it a ranch-style
house?

A Yes,; .sir.
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Q Okay. When you walk into the ‘front door, what room.
would. you. be entering?

A When you walked into the frort dodr, you would walk
into a_roomqtha%;,f.guessh my'parents'cqnsidénedlanofher
sitting room. It was a room that had couches and a TV as
well.

Okay. TIs that -- is that this room?

No, ma'am -~ I mean no, sir. I apologize.

Is it this room?

No, sir.

Where -- was that room photographed?

‘No, sir.

Okay. So that room was not photographed?

No; sir.

So you enter the first sitting room, and then where
do you go?

A It was two ways out of that room. Once you

entered -~ once you exited through the right, you would
comé inte the kitehen. If you .exited through the left,
you would come inte a.lhallway that led down the hall to
the bedrooms.

Q So if 'you ‘were éntéring the house froi the front
door -- so if you were entering the house here at the
front door; the bedrdqms~ypuld.ﬁe on this side of the

LHouse?
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A Yes, sir.
Q  Okay. What would be on this side of the house?
A That. would be. the -- the livihg réom, one of thé
sitting rooms that you would walk in once you entered the
first door. Once you exited through the — once you
exited out of that room, to the right, it was, like, & -—
connected to that sitting room was, like, a small dining
area. And ‘once you entered —-- exited out that door, 'you
would come iﬁto the kifchén.

And then from the kitchen, you could go right and go
down a couple of steps. Arnd that's where the —— the other

sitting room that had the sectional .brown couch.in the

-photp,,thatfs'ﬁhere that. room was..

Q Okay. 7Ts the master bedroom on the front- side of
this house or the backside of the house?

A The master bedroom was on the —— the left side of the
house. Coming through the front door, it's on the left
side.

Q On the front side?

A It would -- it would sit more on the backside.

Q Okay. So neithex this windew or tﬂis room is the
master?

A No, .sir.

Q So the master bedroom window would be on the backside

of the house?
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A Yes, sir.

Q 'Loékiag out. to the backyard?

A Yes;:éir;

e} What=rooms-wouId’Eefnigﬁtfhere?

A T think that the last room was my brother —— my

youngest brother's.room.
Q ﬁnd‘what'é‘his ngme?‘
A Brandon Williams:

Q  Okay-

A And that other room, at one point in time, was my
sister's room. And then it turned into, like, another
sitting place. Tt was different rooms at different times.
Q Okay. And so there's a total of three bedrooms in

this house?

‘A Yes, sir.

Q Okay. And where would il ﬁormally sleep. when she
would stay over at your mother's and Mr. Sullivah'sfﬁOuse?
A I'm not sure.
Q You have no idea?
A _th.sir.
Q When you would -
. THE COURT: Make suré you say "yes”" or "no."
BY MR. MUSSETTO:
Q When you would come' over in the ‘morning; did you ever

wake up?
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A Mmeomzbr,somebd&y —— or usually my sister -+ at one

point in time, my sister was there. They would already

have her réady and dréssed for me. So I would just go &nd

‘pick,herruggand'take her ‘to daycare.

Q  Okay. 2nd this went on for how many years?

A Let's see. I started there when she was six months..
And when ‘all this happened, she was six years .old, so.

Q 8o for approximately five and a half years, you did
not know what room she slept in at night?

A No, sir. TLike I say, as far as every night, no, sir.
I don't knéw every night what room she 'slept in: I do
know ﬁhatﬁwheq‘my sister was staying there that she did --
she did sleep with my sister.

0 Okay. And would your sister -- is this the bedroom
that you were referencing where your sister stqyed?

A Yes, sir.

Q Okay. But then that was —-- changed to anhother

sitting room as well?

A Yés, sir, onéé my Sister 'moved out.
Q Do you know the —- what year did your sister move
out?

A I don*t know.
Q Do 'you have any estimation?
A No, sir. Because I have two sisters and both of them

was back and forth to my mom's house.
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ol .okayﬁ Do. youfthink”this room has been a.- sttting
room, say, “for-the last -- last year?

A Thé Qast year that they was. Iiving there, I would say

s0..
Q N¢: Has this. room beéen a sitting room in the last
year?

A They haven't lived there in ‘the last year.,

Q So it. would have 'been a sitting room?

B Yes. 9

Q Okay. Two years, has it been a sitting room?

A wa -- yeah, two Yéars ago:

0 Three. years?

A No. Because I think one of my sisters was still —-

was stayirng there at that time.

Q  So somewhere between the two to three-year range?
A Yes, sir.
Q Wﬁen-this roomeWas'a‘Sittihg’IQOm, can yoﬁ_déscribé

the. furniture in the sitting room?

A T just- recall tlie couch being in there.

Q  Okay. Do you know if i slept on a couch, a bed, a

crib when she would stay at this house?

A -When she would:$tay in that hotsé When my' sister was
staying there, she would&slegp-in‘the bed with my sister.
Q OKay. And then they haven't stayed there in two or

three ydars, so you don't kﬁbW”iﬁﬂﬂw slept on a couch,

L
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bed, crib after they moved ocut?

A No, 'sir.. I qan't say‘eve%y night I know where she
slept.

o Okay:. ﬁﬂ could have slgpt‘in this,frant“rpqm-thét
was your brother"s?

A No. She wouldi't have never slept. in thé'room with
my: brother.

Q Okay. Wouldp$he'have‘slept in the back 'master

bedroom?
A My ‘mom's and Mike Sullivan's room?
Q  Correct.

A It’'s @ possibility, -she could have.

Q Is it possible that sshe slept in this sitting room by

herself —-—

MS. MAJOR: Objection, Your Honer. She----she has .
said that she doesn't know where she slept. And now,
she's just speculating.

THE COURT: I‘mﬁgoing to —— overrunled. I'm going to
allow the-qﬁestion;l

BY MR. MUSSETTO:

Q You can answer- the question.
A Could you say it again?
0 Sure.

Is it possible that she slept in this sitting room?

A 'The,sittinggroam where ——~wﬁefé‘the garage is?
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Q This sitting room that I'm pointing to. right now that
we've been talking about for the last five minutes.

A It's ia possibility.

Q Okay. How .often would [l go. over to [MUJl}"s house?
A Every now and, thén, whenever they v_r-:'an'teq_l to have a
sleepover, or if it was -ofie of the girls birthdays, she
would' go -over.

Q Once 4 month? Once every two nionths? Once every
three months?

Maj,i};)_e#.once every three months.

Okay. - And did she: meet in ‘school?

She did. '

Okay. And did you ever visit 's house?

I have never been over to [Hlf's house.

Okay. Do you know what men live in B8 s house?
No, I don't.

Do you know if s mother's married?

No. Bhe's: not married.

ORI O R S * R © T I .

Okay. Do you know if her -- she has a boyfriend that
lives there?

A She did not.

0 Okdy. Do you know of &ny other men. that could have
lived in the house at this time?

A No, sir.

Q When you first met Mr. Sullivan, what year Was that?
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being treated well by Mr. Sullivan?

T den't recall the year.
Okay. Do you. recall the year that they got married?

I don't r&tall the. year.

Q¥ 0

Tf I -told you 2008, would you think:that would be a
correct 'year?

.\ I don*t recall the year.

Q Okay. ‘What was ——-ﬁhat was'Mf. Sﬁllivan'like with
your motﬁe;'when'they dated?

A From what I seen; pretty good. By this time, I'm way
grown and out of the house. So I never really just had
that many encounters with Mike Sullivan because I was
working. And I didn't have to interact with him: as much
as my younger sibliﬁgg did because I was older and gone.
102 Would you say that you saw him treating_youf,mothe;
well? -

A Yes, sir.

Q - Did'your mother ever disclosé to you that she wasn't

A No, sir.

Q Okay. So Mr. Sullivan and your mother started
watching ww when she was around six months; is that
correct?

A Yes, .sir.

Q Qkay. BAnd how would you describe -- prior to theée

allegations, how would you describe them as babysitters?
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L I I < -

Greét.‘

Okay. What would they do with H

A5 far as in Home,; ‘At home, or just ifr geheral?
In -general. |

They: would babysit 'her. They would take her fo

.church, 1iké, on Wednesdays when. I had'ﬁo.wofka They

would' £ake her to church on Wednesday nights.

Q What church would they go toé

A Fairforest Baptist Church. |

Q Do you know how long ‘they've been members of that

chirch for?

A I don't know-. :
Q Did Mr. Sullivan hold any sert of posiﬁipn;piloffice

within that-church?

He did.

What position: was that?

A deacon.

Do :you. know how long he had held that position for?
I den't.

-Okay. What else -- what élse would they do with [kl

I o R I o B

'Tﬁay:would take her to eat. I guess anything that —-
any type of errands or anything that they needed to run; I
gue551£hgy-wouldl |
Q ' Were you aware that~youi-m6thef-would go te bingo en

certain nights?
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A Yes, .sir.-

Q  How'd you feel about that?

A T wds okay with it.

Q Gkay. Because you never had any -concerns: about
Mr. Sullivan?

A ‘No, sir.

Q No red flags ever came up?

A No, sir.

Q  You would trust him-with your child?

A 1 did.

Q Okay. When Taurén's mother first made this

disclosure to you -- and I understand —- well, when

1‘ s mother first ‘made the. disclosure to you, why did

y0u=autométiCaliy~assﬁme,that the disclosurés wers true?
A Because it's my daughter. It's my daughter. And
she's six. And she has no reason to even know about
anything.like that, unless it's something that has
happened to her. And she's my daughter. So.I was geing
to believe it. | )

Q Did the thought cross your mind-thaf this is maybe
something that her and [HU bad talked about the night
before?

A No.-

o Did the thought cross your mind that this is

something she ma¥ have seen on television?
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Q  You felt that this was absolutely the truth?

A Yes, sir.

Q.

Has. story changed. from when the disclosure was
first made up until toéday?

A No, sir.

‘Q What were the -- when the disclosures were first

made, it was that there was some touching?

A Yes, .sir.

Q To your understanding, it was over her underwear?
A Over her underwear, yes, sir.

0 Okgy. Was that the extent of the-allegations?

A Yes, -sir.

0 Okay. And jij has not told you anything different
since the disclosures were first made?

A No, sir.

Q You talked a. lot about how sometimes Mr. Sullivan

would call you up and say, Hey, can I come get: [} Would

your mother be around when he would then bring her back or
go take her to do things?

A I don't know. He would just call my phone and he
would say, Hey, what's [j§ doirng? Have you got any pléhs
for WW today? And Ef.I'd‘say,:No,-hefd say, Well, I want
to take ‘her to go get ice cream, or Clemson's playing

today: I know she likes Clemson. Do you mind if she
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comes over ‘and watches the game?
And; of course, I mean, I trusted him. I mean, I

didn't haveé a reason not to trudst him. So it was always,

Yeah. Or I would even -ask Do you want to go with, your

papa to get ice cream or to watch the game? And; of
gourse; she was excited, you know, yeah.

Q What did she refer to Mr. Sullivan as?

A Papa.

Q Papa?

A Papa.

Q Did your mother ever cdéme over with Mr. Sullivan when
he would come pick up the child?

A No, sir.

Q- It was always him by himself?

A Yes, sir.
Q Would she ever -- would your mother ever talk to you
about -- or reference‘ﬁﬁe fact that Mr. Sullivan came over

and got the child?

A Ne, sir.

Q Okay. Why didn't you want to talk to filj first after
these disclosures were made before deciding that these
allegations were true?

:\ I didn't -- I didn't -- I told you, when I received
the phone call -~ from the phone call I received from

Sharinon, I told you from the jump start, I believed it.
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So I didn't have to talk to jj first. 1 believed it once-
I received the phone call.

Q Okay; So for years, there were no red filags at all?.
A No, . 'sir.

Q  2nd then yoi get a call from [M{SRs mother saying
that there might have beeri touching by Mr. Sullivan and,
at that Poinﬁ, you believed it 'to be 100 percent true?

A Yes,.sir;

Q -Qkay; How would you. describe your emctioral state at

that point after receiving the call?

A After receiving'thelcall; I was. upset and I was hurt.
Q WQUldLyOU‘USe‘thé‘Word enrage&?
A I was ﬁpset‘apd I was hurt.

@  Okdy. On a scale of being upset ‘and hurt, were

you —— did you see red? Did you see black? Were you able
to. still keep your' composure?

A I was very angry. And T wantéd answers.

Q Okay. Would'ypu say that you were in control of your

-emotioifis at the time?

A I was in control of my emotionms.
. : N
Q Okay.
A And T knew what emotion I was feeling. And It was

upset. And I was hurt.
Q Okay. Did you on the direct exam —- direct

examination- by the Solicitor say that yeu knew -that you
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were not being rational?

A I was — I was —— I was upset. And I was in full
coiitrol of what I was saying, and what I was doing, .4and
how I was feeling. And how I was feeling was very qpsét
with. the phone call that I had just received about my
daughter, my six-year-old.

Q Okay. So then when you saw: was she hesitant to
disclose these allegations to you?

A No, ma'am -- ne, sir, she wasn‘t. I asked her and
she told me.

Q When you asKed her, where’Wé;é you in the house?

A When I —— she —- I was at homeé. I had made it back
to my residence. And Shannon had brought her home.
Okay. And what room weré you at in 'your house?

In .my living room,

And who all was witnessing this conversation?
Shannon.

So it was Shannon:’ you, and

e VIS R o)

Shannon, me, and Mike Sullivan. I called Mike
Sullivan over and he came as weil.

Q Okay. And so you, originally, were at the Sullivans
for bréakfast?

A Yes, .sir.

Q You got the call from Lauren's mother?

A Yes, .sir.




108

106
11

12

13

14
15

16

17

18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

TAMEKA  DENISE WILLIAMS-CROSS. BY ME. MUSSETTO. 162

Q :Then‘you left ‘to go back to your house?
A Yes, sir.
Q Youw had-the ¢onversation with jjij. And tlien you

called Mike Sullivan te' tell him te come over, too?

A T had already had the conversation with my daughtef.

Ornice my daughter-got-to‘the.house, I asked her to tell me
exactlgwwhat she. told Shannon. And once.ﬁikepSuIlivan.
came to the house, I asked her 'to say —— to say what she
told me and Shannon in front of Mike.

Q -'Okay. And from the time that you called Mike to say
come OVer, appioximately”how long' was that?

A It was not ‘even 10, 15 minutes. They just .stayed
right up the street.

Q Okay. That wds going to be iy next question. -How
far away did they live —— do you live from them —- or did

4

you live from them?
A Maybe three minutes;away.

Q Okay. And he came over willingly?

A Yeah. |

Q Okay. Did he offer to take you or ride with you and
@ to the hospital?

A Neo, sik.

Q He did not?
A No, sir.
Q

Aﬁd”ybu described his reaction as nonchalant?
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A Yes, sir.
Q Can yen go into some detail about that?
A Careless. He was careless. Like I said, I asked ——

my daughter was saying things that he did te her and
saying the things that she had told me and Sharnnon. He
was just -— I had a candy bowl on my coffee table. He was
fumbling around in the candy bowl trying to find what
specific piece of candy he wanted.

And I - I told.hia, I said, Are you even listening
to her? And he was -- you know, he said that he was

listening. But his whole: thing was, you know, he didn't

care because the only thing he kept referencing to is that

she's six, she's six. And I don't understand how y'all
are going to do off of what a six-year-old is saying.

So that was his whole thought and what he was saying.
So his whole demeanor showed that -- it's just like I'm
not taking this serious because she's six. &afd I don't
see why y'all are, basically. -
But he was over at the hauSe per your request?
Yes, sir.
He was talking to you about the allegations?
Yes, 5ir. .

But you said that he just reacted nonchalant?

o0 r 0 @0

He just -- his -- his whole answers was just, you

know, his. whole ‘demeanor, like T said, was just —— it was
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nonchalant: He didn't show no type of strong emotion that

you. would ishow if you're: getting accused of something that
you're saying is not tzue.

@  What ﬁ&pe of reaction doggoﬁ.thidk:he should've had?
A T persopally feel like if .it wasn't true;, then he
would béwu?set, or be a little bit more caring about the
situatien. It was just more of -= he just didn't care.
He just didn't care, like, his whole demeanor was just so
emotionless.

Q  Okay. At some point, [l gave what's called.a
forensic interview?

A Yes, 'sir.

Q And where was that forensic. interview done?

A The Julie Valentine'center;

Q  And what kind ef'conversation did you have with il
prior to hHer giving that interview?

A Honestly, I —-- I don't even.thiﬂk we talked about it

again. We didn't. even talk about it again.

Q  Did you driveé her to the intefview?

A I did.

Q Seo, at the time, she didn't know where she &as going?
A 'NO, sik. She.was,; of course, at the hbSpital'ﬁheh-I

took. her to the hospital. And when a person from the

Julie Valentine Center came in, of course, they- talked to

me -about bringing her and wanting to meet with-her. And
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she was in a room.

But as far .as knowing what the Julie Valentine Center
was; she didr't know exactly what it was and -exactly Where
she was going.

Q Did you do, over her story with her before the
interview?

A Did I go ever her story? No, sir. &Like I said, we
didn't even talk about it again.

Q Do you know why oné of the first questions out of her
mouth in the interview was that she was there to talk

about her papa touching her?

A Do I know wﬁy that was the first question?

Q Do you know why she would have said that as one of
the first things out of her mouth?

A Because she knew what was going on.

Q So when did —- when did she find cut that -- what she
was there to do?

A I want to say once they started asking her questions.
Q The interviewer?

A The«interviewer.

Q In the actual interview room?

A I giiess that's what they did in the interview room.

I wasn't allowed to ge in, so.

Q Did you watch it over closed circuit teievision?

A No, sir.
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Q Have you 'seen the interview?

A No, sir.

Q  Okay. Who is Sharch Black?

A My aunt.

Q Qkay: And that woﬁldfbevyour‘mqther's.siSﬁg;?

A Yesifsir,

Q Does .she live ' in town?

A Yes, sir.

o] Describe Sharon Black's relationship with

Mr. Sullivan?

A My QpiniOn was fairly decent:

0 Okayl You weren't 'aware of Ms. Black's strong
disliking Mr. Sullivan?

Y23 No; sir.

Q  Okay. When he sent you this text messagé —— I'm
referencing State's Exhibit No. 1. When he said, Think
about the timing, of the¢ incident; think about it, the
timing of the incident was too perfect. Everything is
going the way they planned it. Do you know who he's
referring to when he says "they"?

A ‘I do. not.

Q Okay. And dp until this point, your téstineny is
that Mr. Sullivan and Ms. Black had a good relationship?
A I didn't say they had a good relation —- I just |

wash't aware if it was a bad relationship.




10
11
12
13

i4

15

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

TAMEKA, DENISE ‘WILLIAMS-REDIRECT BY. MS. ‘MEJOR : 167

113

MR. MUSSETTO: Okay. No further questions at this
time.

THE GOURT: Anything on redirect?

Ms. MAJOR:. Yes, Your Honor.

REDIRECT'EXAMINATION

BY MS. MAJOR:

Q Have you talked about the details of what happened
with Mr. Sullivan touching your daughter with M Is' it
something that comes up -often?

A No, sir —-- no, ma'am.

Q Okay. I méan, how many times since this has come out
do. you think that you've. talked about it with her?

A Maybe twice.

Q Okay. Does il 1ie as a —— as a child? Has she

lied —- has she lied up until —— prior to this disclosure?
A No, ma'am. |

Q Have you seen any lying behavior since this
disclosure?

A No, md'am.

Q Has she ever accused anyboay else of this?

A No, ma'am.

Q Is Mr. Sullivan the only one that she's dccused of
this?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q Okdy. The Défense attorrey asked you if she has seen
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this "on television. Has ~— to your =- to your'knowleﬁger

has she ever been exposed to pornography?

A No, mafam.

Q Has -she ever ;seen .an old man touching a little girl
on TVZ

A No, md'am.

Q- All right. You said that you were the.one who drove

her to the Julie Valentine Center?
Yes, ma'am.

Did you just. drop her off there?
No, ma'am.

Did you walk :in with her?

Yes, ma'am.

Did she kriow why she was goihg there?

T o S e S VR S

No;.ma’am. Like I said, when we was at the hgspital;
prior to that; someonée from‘the Julie Valentine Center did
come in to talk to us, and then let —- did let us know
that they wanted to meet with and te bring |jij to the
Julie Valentine Ceénter. So shé did hear that irformation.
Bﬁﬁ as far as knowing why —- exactly why -she was

going, I don't think my baby knew exactly why she was

goingﬂ
Q Okay. And you were. not present for the interview?
A I was in the building, but I wasn't allowed to -go in

on the interview.
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Q  Did anybody from the, Julie Valentine Center tell you
what was -said in the interview?
A Yes; ma'am.
Q Did they tell. you details?
A Séme, yes, ma'am.
Q Okay. You-saiﬂ that you were upset and angry with
the Deéfendant when you heard this. Did you hit the
Defendant?

No, ma'am.

Did you want to?

Yes, ma‘am.

Okay. But did youlcontrbljyourself?

Yes, ma'am, I did.

A

Q

A

Q

A

Q Sharon Black, who is she again?
A My aunt.

Q And where does she live?

A In Greenville.

Q Okay. How often before the —- up until these —- oence
these allegations werée out, how often did you see her?

A We all go tc the same chuxch, so at church.

Q Okay. How often would she see

A - At church.

Q Who was present at church? 1Is it you and the whole
gongregation?

A Yes, ma'am.
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Q Okay. Is Sharon.Black ever.alone.witﬁ.Wﬂ‘that you
know- 0£? .

A No, ma'‘am.

Q0 -Eil-right. Does Sharon Black. have any reason torget
your dadgliter to make these allegatioiis up?

Ay No, ma’am.

MS. MAJOR: Okay. Thank you.

THE COURT: Anything on recross?

MR. MUSSETTO: No, Your Homor.

THE COURT: AIl right. T have no questions..
Thank you, ma’am.:

You can_step,down.

Do y'all need a break, or do you want to continue?
(RHEREUPON, there was no response.)

THE COURT: Everybody's good?

(WHEREUPON, the Jjurors indicated in the affirmative.)
THE COURT: All right. Call your next witness.
MS. MAJOR: Thank you, Your Honor.

2And may she be released from her subpoena?

THE COURT: Any objection?

MR. MUSSETTO: No objection.

THE COURT: .All right.

MS. MAJOR: Your Honor, the State calls WﬁnWilliams_
(Pause.)

MS. MAJGR: Your Honor, if F niay have a momernt.
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THE COURT: Yes. o

(WHEREUEON, entered the

couTrtroodn.)

(Pause.)

MS. MAJOR: ‘°Your Honor, may we have a —- a break?

THE COURT: -Lét's‘take about —- let's take about a
15-minute: break. Please don't ‘talk to anyone - about the-
case.

(WHEREUPON, the jury was éxcused from cpen court at

approximately 3:00 p.m.)

THE COURT: Could you get somebody to take her back
out for a minute?

MS. MAJOR: Come on. Det'évgome on down.

(WHEREUPON, éxited the

courtroom.)

THE 'COURT: Can I see the two of you for a second?

We're off the record.

(WHEREUPON, a bench conference was held.)

THE COURT: We're going to take a 15-mimite breaki

(WHEREUPON, a break was taken.)

(WHEREUPON, er_ltered the

coutrtroom and was seated on the withess stand.)

THE COURT: All right. Put her back up there.

And then before we bring the jury back, I.need to see

the twe of you again..
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(RHEREUPON, a bench conference was held.}

EXAMINATION -

BY' THE COURT:

© ¥ OO P OO O F OO O OO Moo

A

-Q

-# how are you doing?

Good:

How old- are you?

Eight-

Eight. Okay. What school do you go-to?
1

Green Ridge?

I

P oy Do you - do you like school?
Kind of.

Kind of. Yeah, I understand.

Did Santa Clause bring you -a lot of stuff?
Yes. - |

He did. He‘didp't bring me too much of aaything.

I'm still waiting a little bit.

A

Q

But you're a pretty little girl,
Thank you.

All :right. Now, let me ask you this. You -- you've

got. little friends at school; right?

A

Q.

Yes.

And you've got your little best friend; right, that

YOd‘talk'to?
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A Yes.

Q  Your little best friemd. I think the young people
call it youtr little bestie, I think that's the Word they
use; right?

A (There was no. verbal response.)

Q So you know the difference between telling the truth;

“right?

A Yes.

0 And you know the difference between telling the truth
and telling something that's not true; right?

A Yes.

Q  Okay. And you know what. I want 'you to do for me'
today? I want you to tell the truth. ,Agé you going to do
that for me?

A Yes.

Q And see these nice people, this nice lady right here.
And there's going to be a«gEntleman‘up here. And they're
going to -- they're going to be nice to you. And they're
going to ask you some questions.

And I hear you like Coke. And I'm going to have a
lot of Coke on standby. Okay. You can get as much Coke
as you want. ‘We'lte doing to have a lot of Coca-Cola on
standby.

But what I want you to do for me is to tell the truth

today" when they ask you questions.
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Okay. You see that little ~- that iittle‘thihg;with

the black right in front: of you there? That's called a

microéphone.
A (Witness pointed.)

Q  Yeah. BAnd just —- when you talk, just kind of speak
into that. Because if you speak into that, then I can

hear you. You see what I'm saying? And then: this -- this
young lady here, she'"s the court reporter. She takes down

what you say. So we want to make sure that she hears you,

too.
Okay. Are you good?
A Yes.
Q Are you ready?
A Xind of.
Q Kind of. Okay. ‘Well, just do the best you can.
Okay. -
A Okay.
THE COURT: Okay. Anything?
MS. MAJOR: No, Your Honor. i will be standing
close.

THE COURT: All right. We're going to bring the' jury
back now.

(WHEREUPON, the jury came into open court. at

appgoximatelyﬁ3:31.p;m;f

THE COURT: &All right. Yes, ma'am.




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

I 1 RECT: EY MS. MAJOR 175

121

MS. MAJOR: Thank you, Your Henor.

DIRECT EXAMINATION.
BY MS. MAJOR:
Q Will you tell us your name?
A
Q All right. What's your —- what's your -- like, your
real name, your full name?
A
Q Okay. But you go by "NRE?
A Yes.

Q  Okay. Would it help.you, il if I stood. hefd, or do

" you want me to S-ﬁand,ri‘ght here? What would "you like?

A Right there.

Q Right there. Okay-. An'd. you ¢an turn your chair just
as far -as you want as long as you just": talk into _Ztha{_:_
mic;r:ol:.)hone.

hoéw old are you?

A Eight.

Q Eight. And wher is your birthday?
» I

Q Of what vyear?

A B ::d - like when I was born?
Q Yes.

A 2010.

Q

Yeah. We just had a new year. So sometimes that
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1 gets a little confusing. 2010.

2 And where do you'go to school?

3 A I cicntary Schosl. -

4 Q What, grade :are you ‘in?

5 A Third.

6 Q Whdt's your favorite subject?

7 A Math, writing.

8 Q Do you like school?

g A Kind ‘of.
10 - Q Kind of. Do .you-have friends at school?
13 A Yes.
12 Q  Okay. What kind of things do you like to do with
13 your f:&if'ands?

14 A Just play.

15 Q Okay. Did you get some presents for Christmas?
16 A Yes.

17 Q Did You get some slime?

18 A Yes.

19 Q What color was the:slime?-

20 A Blue, red, and -- and kind of a mermaid color.
21 Q- All right. What is your mother's name?

22 A Tameka .
23 Q All right. And what is your grandmother’'s name?
24 A Pat.
25 Q  All right. What do -you cdll her?
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A Grandma .

Q Okay. Where ‘do you live now?

A Spartanburg.

o Okay. Did you live in Greenville at one time?

A Yes.

Q Okéy- And right now, who do you live with?

A - My ‘mom.

Q Anybody'elsg?

A No -- well, my [inaudible] dad.

Q Okay. Anybody a Tittle bit smaller tham you that you
live with?

o OO =2 OO0 B 0 M

My brother.

And how old is he?

Two.

Do you have fun with him?
Yes.

Does he bother you sometimes?
Yes.

Yés. Okay. Now, yonr grandmotheir who you call

grandma, who was .she married to?

A

N ol

Mike.

All right. And what did you call him?
Papa.

A1l right. Was he your grandfather?

Yes.
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Qo ¥ OO P OO P O

Okay. - How long have. you known him?

I den't know.

Do you ever. remember a time when you didn't know: him?
~ No.

So as long as you ean femgmber?

Yes.

A1l right. Would you -- where does your .grandmother
live now? -
A In Greenville.

Q Okay. Does she -—.did she live at somewhere

" different. before a couple of years ago?

A Weli, yes.

Q Okay. So when she was married to Mike, where did
they live;_iike; an apartment, .or a house, or a trailer?
A A house.

g Okay. Do you know what color it was or;ﬁhat it

. looked like?

A It was —— it was long and it was brown. Tt was a
pretty house.
Okay. Wouldﬁyou go- over -to that house?

Yes.

Because my mom; had to work.

Q

A

Q And why would you go 6ver there?
A

Q Okay. #And when did your mom work?
A

(There was. no response.)
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Q Like, would she work in the daytime or the nighttime?
L Night.

Q Nighttime. And so what would. you do when you went
over: there?

A Watch TV.

Q Okay. Would you sleep ovVer there?

A No. I took:a -- little bitty naps probably until she
comes.

Q And then sheé'd com& get you?

A Yes.

Q Okay. Did that happen a lot that you would stéy over

there?
A - Yes.
Q Okdy. Did you ever go over there when your mom

wasn't working like for fun to see your granqu? .
A Yes.
Q Okay.” And would -- and what do you call, him now?
Mike or papa? Or what do you want to call him?
Mike!
Mike. Would Mike be. over there?

Yes.

My aunt.

A
Q
A
Q . Okay. Who élse lived over there?
A
Q What's her name?

A

Shericka..
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OO O 0y O B O

Okay.
And I think my uncle.
Did -your uncls live over thete ther?

I don't know.

Okay. What's your uncle's name?

Brandon.

Okay. Do you remember if there were different rooms

in the house?

know
Q
A

Q

‘Wwent
A

Q

Yes.

Did your grandma‘and Mike have a bedroom?

Yes.

Ui&_jour aunt have '‘a bedfoomn?

Yes. !

Did anybody élse have a bedfoom over there?
Yes.

Who?

My aunt had -- my aunt, I think she stayed -- I don't
what it's called, but the living room, I think.
Okady. .

And I think my uncle lived there and he would

probably stay —— I forgot.

Okay. 896 what kind of things would you do when you
over to your grandma and Mike's ‘house?
I watched TV or play with something.

Okay. Let's .see. When -- were you -- where did you
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go to first.grade?

Q Okay. AnRd were you ‘-gdin'z_‘:i ‘to _when you

would go stay over there?

A Yes.
Q Okay. How was your relationship and hew is your
relationship -- do you know what that means? -- wikh your

grandma? Like, what kind of things do-y'all do? Do you
see- your grandma now?

A Yes.

Q Have you seen your grandma sincé as early &s you can
remember? Like, do you. ever remember ‘a time’ where you.

didn't see your grandma in your life?

A No.
Q She's been around a long time?
A Yes.

Q What kind of things would you —- do you do and would
you do with your. grandma?

A We would probably, like, go somewhere.

Q Okay. When: Mike lived with your grand —— with your .

grandmother, do you remember that time in your life?

A Yes.

Q All right. MWere you younger than you are right now?
A Yes.

Q Has it beern @ long time since he's been around?
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A
Q
A
g
. A Shanhori.
Q
A
Q
A
g

Yes.
Okay. What kind of. things would you do -with him?
We ‘would watch.TV.

Okay. Was Mike nice to you?

Yes.

Would he ever: yell -at you?

A T S - I

No.
Q Would he ever hit ‘you?

A No.

Q Did he take you to get ice cream ever that —- or
aniything 1iké that?

A Yes.

0  Okay. So when you went to || N I NN iho vas
your best.’friend then?

LR B

‘Okay. And are you still friends with
Yes.

and who is [N s mom?

Okay. And do you .still see
Yes.
But .do y'all do to differxent 'schools now?

Yes.

Okay: ‘So 'when you -~ when Mike would be ¢ver at' your

grandmaisﬁhouset would you ever be dlon& with him?
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Yes.
Okay. And do you know why we're here today?
Yes.

A
Q
A
Q Okay. Why 'are we here today?
A Becausa of Mike.,

Q

'Okay. Did he ever do anything to you that. you didn’t

Yes.
All right. What would he do?

He would do stuff inappropriate.

A
Q
A
Q0  Okay. And what does “inappropriate” mean?
A Like, I don't know.

Q Okay. What would he do to you?

A He would tell me to ‘get on his lap dnd bounce, and
stuff.

Q Okay. And how old were you when that happened?

A I don't know.

Q  Okay. Tell me —- tell me about that. What -- what
would he -- where would you be when this would happen?

A In the game room.

Q Okay. And what would he do?

A ' Like, he would. just hold me by my side and tell me to
bounce.

Q - Okay. &And where would he —— where would you be?

A On:his lap.
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o} Okay. &nd would you be, like, facing him or, iiie,
looking face to face at him, or facing away from him?
Faeing away from ‘hifm.
dkay; And how’ would his -clothes be?

They would be on.

They would be on.
AXl the time?

Sometimes, I guess.

A
Q
A
Q  Okdy. How would his pants be?
A
Q
A
Q

Okay. Sometimes, -when they weren't.on, how were
they?
X All I felt was his pants.
Q You felt his pants. Did you. ever feel;ﬁﬁs -— were
his pants ever down?
A Sometimes.
e} Okay. Tell us about that.
A Like, sometimes he would pull down his pants. But he
wouldn't pull down, like, his underwear.
Okdy. Did you ever sSee his private part?
No.
Okay. Would .you see his ‘underwear?
No.
How would you know his pants would be off?

Well, sometimes, I woluld feel it.

(eI A e R = - o

You'd feel what?
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Tike, his legs.
. Okay. And how would you bounce?
Tikeé, I would just: bounce.
Okay. Would he ever-bouncéﬁycu;.or-diﬁ you bounce?
He just told me to bounce. He never bounced me.
Okay. What did you —- how would your clothes be?
They would stay on.
Okay. And how often did this happen?
Every time I 'go there.
Qkay. Where would your grandmother be?
At bingo:
Okay. How often did she go to bingo?

I don*t know.

o OB OO P OO0 F OO E OO O w0

Okdy. Would it be —— like, did she go to bingo orie
time, or more than one time?

Like, I don't know.

Okay. And where ‘would your auntie be?

At work.

A1l right. 2And where would your uncle be?

At work.

A
0
A
Q
A
Q Okay. Was anybody ever else ever around?
A No.

Q Okay:. Did‘anybpdy.ever see what happened?
A No.

Q

Did anybody éver almost see what happened?
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A Yo.
Q  Okay. Did'ygﬂﬁ'grandmé ever walk in when it happened
or almost Walk in?
A No.
.Did he evér tell you to get Gff of his lap?
Yé&s.
Okay. How would that happen?
86, like, any time whén we -~ like, he would hear
something, like, if she would pull into the garage, he
would tell me to get off: his lqp‘and,act like we were just
WatchingyTV;
Q Okdy. But you weren't just;watching V72
A No. Like, T would watch TV-when he would tell me to
do that, but. |
O A1l right. Wait right here. And you cap just turn
your chair if you feed to,

I'm just going to show you & couple of pittures- And
I'm going to show you what we -- what we call 4t that?s
been marked as State's Exhibit No, 2. Do you know what
that is?
A Yes.
What is thaﬁ?
ﬁz,grandmaﬂsﬁhouse-

2And is that her house now or hei house back then?

= & N .

Back then.-
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Q Okay. &nd then I'm golng to show you this. Do.you
know what: that is?

What is that?

A

Q

A Their' room.
Q Okay. Whose room?

A My grandma's and Mike's.

Q Okay. I'm going to show you -- and that what I just
showed you was State's Exhibit No. 3. I'm going to show
you. State's Exhibit Nos. 5 and 6. Do you know what those

éré~pic€uies of?

A The first iivingurodm,
Q The first living room. Would. he ever make' you botnce

on his lap‘in Here?

A Np.

Q Okay. I'm going te shaw you what's been marked as
State's Exhibit No. 4. Do you know what that is?

A Yes.

Q And what's tHhat?

A The third living room.

0 The third living room. Yfail had a lot of rooms in
there.
A Yeah.

Q What. —- what would happen here?

A He would do -- like, tell me to do &ll that stuff in
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that room.
Q Okay. Aﬁq;When you.-said -that his pants -would be.

down, could you se€e His~leg§?

A To.

Q How did.you know 'his pants were down?

A Either my legs would be, like; right beside his legs.
é' Okay. What would you. be wearing?

A Regular clothes.

Q Okay. And can you hear when. somebody pulié-into-the

house?

A Yes.

Q Is there a garage?

A Yes. Y

Q Did he ever touch youl anywhere EISQh like? WhEn'y'afl

were not in the. house, but anywhere else?

A Like, when we would go in the —- in the car, he
would, like, fub my private.

Okay. So what car would you. bge in?

A black Honda.

Okay. And was that his car?

Yes.

And Wwhere ‘would- he be sitting?

In the front .seat.

And where would he be sitting?

B0 B O » © M ©O

In the driver™s seat:




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

MINOR | DIRECT. BY MS. MAJOR 189

135

And would anybody be. there?
No.

All right. And what would he do?

=20 B 0

ﬁe-wpuld, like,. be‘drfvingeand then_just start
rubbing -on my private.

Q Okay. And what was he rubbing on your private with?
A His hands.

Q And would he do it -- what would -- would his hand be
moving or staying still?

Moving-

And how was it mdving?

Like, back and forth.

Okay. Would your clothes be on?

Yes.

Lol S o B R

"RA11 ‘right. Did he :say anything when he was doing
these things to you?

A No.

Q Okay. Did you -- did he tell you not to tell
anybody?

A Yes.

" Q Tell me about that,

A Like, 50 once he did.it, he said, Don't tell nobody’
about this.
Q Did you want, to tell somebody?

A Yes. -
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0 . Okay. And you were younger:back then. -Did you know
‘that 5gme§hingf~—%5id~you‘ﬁegl like something wasn't
right?
A Yes.
Q And why didn't you tell?
A Becati‘sle I thouglt he was going to get, like, mad at
me. a,ndl start _yell’ing‘,._
Q . Okay. Do you remember hO‘lﬂ‘ you; eventually, told
somebody?
A Yes.
Q OKay. Tell us about that.
A So Shannon was talking about how R was going
over ko her grandparents house. #And I said, Semetimes, I
don't like going over to my grandma's house.

2nd then she said, Why? )
Ahd then I said, Because my papa does inappropriate

stuff to me.

Q Okay. And what didfshanﬁon,dQQ

A She called my mom.

0 Okay. And what did -your mom; do?

A {There was no resppnée.)

O  Did she laagh? _
A N‘ofa.

Q  OKay. What did she do?

A Shé‘startedlYellingf
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o) Okay. #&nd where did you go after that?

A I went home.

Q Okay. And who was. there?

A Me, my grandma - well, no, I think:iso, and she and
Mike. |,

Q Okay. And was your mom there?

A Yes.

Q@  Okay. And how was -she?

A She, I guess; was mad.

Q How did that. make you feel seeing your mom like that?
A Sad.

Q Okay. Let's ses. And has anybody ever done anything
else like that to you?

A No.

Q  Okay. How many times did he — did he touch you?

A Every time, like, I would go ¢ver there and in the
car.

M5. MAJOR: ALl right. If you can hold on just one

miniite. Okay.

(Pause.)

BY MS.. MAJOR:

Q

‘T have just a couple more glestions. Where would

his hands be -=- when y'all would be at the house and he

would make you bounce, where would his hands be?

A

On my side.
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Q Tike, here?
A Yes.

MS. MAJOR: Okay: Eike ofi your -- sometimes, we call
that a ‘waist.

A1l right. Please answer any questions that the
Defense attorney has. Okay.

THE COURT: Cross—examination.

CROSS-EXAMINATION

BY MR. MUSSETTO:

Q my name is John. I'm just going to be asking you
some questions. Okay.

y:Y Okay.

Q You talked about taking naps over at your
grdndparefits house?

Yes,

What rooms wqﬁld you take naps in?

Either —- on the couch.

Okay. Was the couch, listed on those pictures?

Yes.

Lo o B o B

Okay. Let's look to see. I'm referring to State's
Exhibit No. 6. Would it have been that couch?

A NOW

Q Okay. I'm referring te State's Exhibit No. 5. Would
it have been that couch?

A No..
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Q

Okay. I'm referring to State's Exhibit No. 4. Would

it have been.that conch?

A

Q.

Yes.

Okay. And when you would sleep on that couch, you

‘said that you took néps?

A Yés.

0 Pid you ever ‘spend the night over there?

A No.

Q Okay. You mentioned that your Uncle Brandon lived
- there?

A Yes.

Q Do you know what room he lived in?

A No.

Q Okay. Would he be over there sometimes when you

would go over?

A No.

Q Okay. Would Brandon ever take.you to the park?

A Yes.

Q Okay. 2And how often would you go tb the patk with
Brandon?

A Sometimes.

Q Okay. How lohg would you stay at the park?

A For a little while, I guess.

Q . Okay. Did he drive you to the park?

A Yes.
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Do ‘you know what kind of car Brandon. drove?

No.

Do you remember the color; by chance?

No.,

Qkay. When Brandon would driVe you in the €ar, wounld
it be you and him only?

A Yes.

MR. MUSSETTO: Okay. Thank.you for answerirg my:

questions.

MS: MAJOR: Your Honor, I don't have any -gquésticns.

© I'Y1 walk her down.

THE COURT: All right. Thank you, .

THE WITNESS: You're welcome.

THE COURT: . Okay. De good im school for me. Okay.
THE WITNESS: Okay.

(Pause.) (

THE COURT: &Il right. Next witness.

MS.  MAJOR: May.it please the Court.

Your- Honor, the State callSHﬁeputyAPeiicano_'
THE .COURT: AIXl right.

THE CLERK: 8ir, if you'll; pleaée; come. forward.
.If you;1l; please, pause at the‘end‘ofkﬁhe«beﬁéh.
Place your left hand on the Bible and raise your

right Hand.
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WHEREUPON,
JOSEPH PELICANO,
after First Having beer duly sworn, testified as follows:
THE CLERK: Thank you.
Please be seated.
Arnd, please, .state your name for the recdord.
THE WITNESS: Joseph Pelicanq.'.
THE CLERK: Thark you.

DIRECT' EXAMINATION

JBY MS. MAJOR:

) Deputy Pelicano?
A Yes, ma'am.
0 Okay. How long have you been employed‘wiﬁhhthe

sheriff's office?

A Four years.

Q All right. 'And in what capacity, in what. role?

A 1 work in unifdrmﬁpatrdlg

Q What -are yeur duties in uniform patrol?

A In unifcérm patrol, we respond to emergency calls and

calls for: service, such .as calls for initial .
investigation.

Q How did you betdme involved in this céSe?

A . On January i6th, 2017, shortly after I came on shift,

it was about 3:00 in the afternocon; I got a cdll from

dispatch that thete had been a possible sexual assadlt.
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victim-who was at the emergency room hospital at Saint

Francis Eastside. So I went out there, was pointed to the

ER, and-hmet with the:mothér of the victiim, Taieka

Williams.
Q@  OKay. You said you respondéd to ‘the emergency room:

And which hospital?

P Saint Francis Eastside.

Q Okay. Where::did you speak with Ms. Williams?

A * I.met her oéut in the hallway ocutside the room wheére
the victim was inside.
Q Okay., Did sheltéll,ydu, generally, what. was going

on?

A Yes.

Q  Okay. What did you do next? .-

A I went in‘to‘spegk-with her —-— tgfattempt,to speak

with the victim. T just asked her why they weré there, if

she could tell ms anyﬁhihg'about-what,happenedl

Q Okay. Did you ask her about guestions not. related to
this, initially?

A 'Yéﬁh. I asked her a few questions. Because given
her age, I was trying to build a little bit- of a rapport
to help her not be afraid. of, you know, me as a law

enforcement officer.

Q And how was -she responding to those gquestions?
-A She was —— she was fine. She wds operi. She was, you
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know, smiling, laughing a little bit. We were kind of
having a back and forth.

g  Okay. Did you, eventually, ask her about® these

allegations?
A Yeah. 1In very general terms, 1 asked her if she

could tell me why they wWére there.
Q Okay. Could she tell you why she was there?

y:% ‘No.. She seemed like she was kind of getting

emotional. and holding back. tears. BAnd she didn't —- she

couldn't amnswer any questions directly or go into anything

in detdil.

Q Was she upset?

iy Yes.

Q - Okdy- What did you do at this poiﬁt?

A I decided not to ask her any more gquestions since I
don't have any special—traihingbwith children victims.

So, at this point, I went back out in the hall to speak
with the mother again.

Q  Okdy. And what did you do after that?

A Well, T — in speaking with the mother, it was clear
to me that she saw the severity of the situation. My main
concern; ‘of cdurse, 1% te makée sure the child woiuld ‘be
safe.gding forward. She made it clear to me that there
wouldn't be any further contact between. the victim and the

Defendant.
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#And so T cailedxmg.superviao;? briefed him of the.
situation, and ‘then advised the.criminal investigation
divisiohs.

Q Okay. If yoﬁ,é; in. these situations, if you fedl a
parent is not protecting the child, what — what's the

protocol?

A We'd absolutely contact DSS, the Department of Social

Services, get them involved. And then they would pursue
such things as a safety plan to make Sure that the child

would be safe. But in this case, after speaking with the

qiother, it was dlear to me that 3hé was véry.ihVested=in

keeping the child safe.

And they were living —- they were not liwving in the
same ‘home. So there was already an actual sepazation.
there that. they could. put, in place.

Q Okay. And what did you do next? Did that conclude
your involvement in the case?

A Yeah. I just documént%g the incident, wrote as
thorough téport as I could. And then it was sent up to my
supervisor. B}

Q Okay. And after that, what happens to the- case?

A At that pbiﬁty then it is.:assidgned to a criminal

investigator. And they take the: investigation. from -there.

Q Okay. To your recollection, vas-anybody else at’ the

hospital? Was it ‘just Tameka Williams ard J il
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A ‘That was it. T had a trainee with me. at, the time.

‘But there was no -one else: present, no.

MS: ‘MAJOR: QOkay. Please answer .any duestions the
Defense has. |

THE éQHBZi Cross-examination:

MR. MUSSETTO: Thank: you.

'CROSS-EXAMINATION

BY MR. MUSSETTO:
O Deputy Pelicano --
A Yes.

Q  -- ‘you said that you met with Tameka Williams at the

hospital?

A Uh-huh.

Q And can you, please, describe again your: interaction
with her at the hospital? |
A Well, she filled me in on what the allegdtions were
at first. And then I Spoke with the victim.

Q How'd you describe her émotional state when you were
talking to her?.

a The mother?

Q Correct.
A She was clearly taking it vefy seriously. She seemed -

relatively composed when :she ‘was speaking with me.
Q And I might have misread this. Did you say' that you

two were joking around at. any point during --
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A When, T was speaking with the victim, I was trying ‘to
create a rapport with'her, so just trying to get her to
smide, laugh.
Q When: you were: speaking witi{i not the mother?
A Correct.

MR. MUSSETTO: Okay. No fUIéher‘questionsz

THE COURT: Anything else?

MS. MAJQR: ‘No; ﬁbUy'ﬁoﬁof;

THE COURT: All right. And I have.no questions.

Thank you, sir.

You can step §6Wh,

MS. MAJOR: Méy he be released —— released from his
subpoena? . |

THE CQURT: Arfy objection?

MR. MUSSETTQ: No objection.

THE COURT: ALl right. Thank you, sir.

Next ‘witness. -

MS. MAJOR: .Your Honor, the State calls Christine,
Carlberq.

THE CLERK: Ma'am, please, ‘come forward.

Please place-your left hand on the-Bibleyénd raise
YOﬁr~right‘hand; |
WHEREUPON,,

CHRISTINE CARLBERG,

after first having been duly sworti, testified as follows:
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THE CLERK: Thank you.

Please be seated.

And, please, sState your name for the record.
THE WITNESS: Christine Carlberg.

THE CLERK: Thapk you.

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MS. MAJOR:
Q Ms. Carlberg, whére do you work?
A I am employed by the Greenville Department of Mental

Health and contracted -- contracted to work at the Julie

‘Valernitine Center.

Q Okay. And what is your —- what's your educational
background?
A 1 have a Bachelor's. of Scierice Degree in

Rehabilitation Services Education with a minor in

Psychology from the Pénnsylvania State University. And I

have a Master's of Arts in Marriage andiFamily"Therapg

from the Reforméd Theological Seminary in Jacksonville,
Mississippi.

Q You .said you're contracted with the Julie Valentine
Center. What is: the dJulie Valentine -Center®

A The .Jalie Valeiitine Center is the local agency that
dealss with 'sexual assault of both children and adults.

Q How is a child referred to the Julie Valentine

Center?
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A " Usually, by law enforcement. or the Department of

Social Services.

Q Ahd what is your role with the Julieé Valertine

Center?

A T?@-a‘ﬁQrehSip interviewel.

0 And what is a forensic interview?

A % forensic interview is a-develoémentally;sensiﬁive

manner of gathering information from children with regards

to allegations of abuse lor witnesses to violént. crimes.

Q  Okay. Did you conduct a forensic interview with Ji§

Williams? \
A Yeﬁ@ﬁméiam.‘

0 And how old was shgpwhen this ipﬁerview;tqok place?

A  sha ‘was six.

¢  All .right. Was this interview recorded?

A It 'was.

Q .All.fight. What day did you conduct this' ihterview?
A I interviewed her on February 13th, 2017.

Q Okay: And I'm: going to shqw:YOQEWhat’é;beeh marked

as. State’s Exhibit No. 8. Do you know what that is?

A That's a copy of the interview.
Q And hHave you reviewed- it prior to this court date?

A I did.

Q. And hHow do you. know .that that's the copy that you

reviewed?
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A T initialled it and dated it after I watched it.
Q Okay. And from what you saw, had it been altered

or -- in any way?

A No, ma'am. ‘

Q Did it fairly aid accurately represent the interview
that day?

A Yes, ma'am.

MS. MAJOR: Your Honor, at this time, the State
requests State's Exhibit No. 8 be moved into evidence.
THE COURT: Any objection?
MR. MUSSETTO: No objection.
THE COURT: Without objection, so admitted.
(WHEREUPON, State's Exhibit No. 8 was admitted into
eviderice.)
BY MS. MAJOR:
Q Ms. Carlberg, did i disclose sexual abuse to you in
the interview?
A Yes, ma'am.
o] iokéy,_ When did she say that tlhiis happened?
A She .said that it happened when she was five and six
years oild.
Q And where did slie say that it happened?
A She said that it happened at her grandﬁoﬁher’szhouse
in the living room and the grandmocther's room.

MS. MAJOR: I do not have any further questiens:
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Please answer any questions the Defense. has.
THE COURT: Yes, sir.
MR« MUSSETTO: Your Honor; ﬁay we. approach?
THE COURT: Yedh.. |
(WHEREUPON; .a benhch conference was held.)
THE COURT: Take the jury -out for about five minutes.
KWHEREUPGN, the jury was excused from open,cbunt at
‘approximately.-4:07 p.m.) -

THE COURT: Theére's a.case -- we —— we'renétill on

‘the record —-- State v. Chavis.

Give ine that cite.

It's 412 SC 101, a .2015 case. I've got —— y'all want
to come up here for just a second? Come on(fhis side,

(WHEREUPON, a bench conference was ﬂeld;}

THE ‘COURT: A1l right. Ma'am, I'm going to let you

have a seat back there, because we're gQing'tQ-do

something.

A1l right. Bring —- bring the panel back.

(WHEREUPON, the jlry came into opén court at

approximately 4:19 p.m.)

THE COURT: A;I right. Ladies and gentlemen of the
jury, we'fe going to adjeurn for the day. -And: ¥ want-you
back: in ‘your jury room tomorrow merning at 10:00; 10:00
promptly, .if you can: |

Please, ma'am, pléase, sir, when you go home, ‘please,
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do' not discuss this case with anyone. Don't discuss it

yithipaéh;othe;~andh certainly, don't discuss it with:any
of y;ursziéndé, relativesi anybody. D&n't cut on-the
téievision;set.looking éo‘find'out something about this
case. In other words, don't discuss it with anybody.

And I will see you back tomorrow morning at 10:00.
And have a good evening. |

Oh, leave your noté pads in the jury room. Do 'not
take them home.

(WHEREUPON, - the jury was excused from open court. at

approximately'4120-p.m.)

THE COURT: All right. And perx our-iﬁstructiOns; we
will -- the jury is geing to come.gt.IO:OD. And I want
the.laWyeﬁs here at 9:30. T'll be here at 9:30 so6 we cdn
hash out any issues regarding the admissibility of the
video:

\

Okay. See you in the morning at 9:30.

(Pause.)

THE COURT: I Was.goihg'to;pﬁt on the record that I'nm
going to let Mr.<Sullivanurémain.out on bond. And he'll
be back. 8So he's with Mr. Mussetto.

(WHEREUPON, the procéedings weré concluded at

approximately 4:25”93m., to be reconvened -on

Thursday, January 10, 2019.)
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" THURSDAY, JANUARY 10, 2019

THE -COURT: Let'"s go back on the record in the State

v. Michael Sullivan, indictment #2018-GS-23-4165 and 4166.

Ms. Major, and, Mr. Mussetto, I -think when we left

on —— yesterday evening, we had some colloquy or dialogue

‘regarding a couple of cases as it relates to the testimony

of the forensic witness. And let me hear froﬁ-both'sides.
fes; ma'am.

M3. MAJOR: Your Homor, I'm —— I'm happy to play the
video —-

"THE COURT: Take‘your hat off.

Before you do that, anybody that's in the courtroom,
if you brought your cell phones in here, I want to remind
you so you'll havé-é tieads up. If youi céll phene goes
off for any reason at all, any reason at all, anybody
sitting back thére; you won't get your cell phone back.
So- I iust want to make sure I tell you.

Okay. Go ahead.

MS. MAJOR: Thank you, Your Honor.

I'm happy to play the video this morning.

THE COURT: Okay.

MS. MAJOR: And T guess while Ms. Carlberg is on the
stand, my concern is the Defense attorney indicated that
he wanted to ask her follow-up guestions.

THE COURT: Okay.
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MS. MAJOR: ‘ﬁn&e;-5@§te v,’KrOmab and State. v.

Whitner, the -- the role of the forensic interview ——
interviewsr is extremely limited. I have riot gualified

her as an expert. I have not asked her any of her

personal opinions; or.beliefs, or —- about the interview..

And T —— I guess I'm. coricefned that if the Defense
opens the door :to ask her any of those questions that it

could,constituté, like, reverse vouching or trying to say

that- she's lying. And then that weuld open the door to me

trying to rehabilitate any testimony, which would then
constitute vouching and would bé reversible error.

THE COURT: Right.

MS. MAJOR: I don't know if we want to proffer what
his questions would be. But I'm just concerned that any
extended questioning is- -- is just not proper.

And I have State v. Kromah and, also, State v.

Whitnér. And I have copies for Defense Counsel and the
Court, if you would like —-

THE COURT: I've got —— I've got Kromah. And, you
know, if -- if y'all --

And I'11 hear from you in just a second,
Mr. Mussetto.

But, you know, if you look at Kromah and you go to

Page 10 of that opinicn, .I mean, the Court sets ocut a road

‘map for what you should -- what you should avoid. .And
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T¥11 += and Ir1l just read it into the record. &And I.
think —- .and the: reason they probably put this road map in
there iéﬁbedau5é=they had. sevekXal cases Where thdt came
up. So they were  trying to set a road map.

Bt let me just read into the record, Because the
admissibility of forensic interviews and the testimony
based. thereon at trial has been ‘the subject of several
recent appeals -- see, ‘the Court's talking about that.

We believe it would be helpfﬁl to. set forth, by‘way
of example, the kinds of’Statémgnts that a'ﬁqrensic
interviewer' should avoid at trial:

That the child ~- that the child was told to be
truthful;

A direct oﬁinion as to a chiid'S'veracityAbﬁ tendency
to tell the truth;

Any statement that indirectly vouches for the childfs
believability, siich aSystating:tHe interviewér has made a
compelling .finding of abuse; |

Any statement to indicate to a jury that the
interviewer' believes the child's allegations in the
current matter; or. .

An opinion that the child's. behdvior indicated,tﬁe(
child was telling “the truth.

‘Now, ‘the Court, also, goes on to say that a ﬁbren§ic

interviewer, however, may properly testify regarding the
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following. And this is -- this is the window that ‘the,

.Court gives. A forensic interviewer can ‘testify; regarding

“the. follewing:

Time, date, and circumstances of the interview, which
would. be proper.

The forensic interviewer can-testify about. any
personal observations regarding ‘the child’'s behavior or
demeanor. -

And, thirdly, a statement as to events that écecurred
within the personal kﬁewledge.ofithe interviewer.

Now, I don't Know what ybdr ﬁpestions would —-
foIlowﬁ@p-quéstions would be. But I think that this is —=
this case sets out a road map. &nd I just think if you
stay within the’péraﬁetefs of this case, I.think.you'li be
fine.

But ¢o ahead.

MR. MUSSETTO: And, Judge, I would be asking my
questions based upon peint three that you just mentioned
about personal inforiiation.

THE COURT: Right.

MR. MUSSETTO: And the questions relate to, did she
disclose any abuse relating to a car? Was all. her
disclosures made as it relates to aliegations that
happened inside theit holise?

So kind of drawing.a diffeérence of were the
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.allegations made that the: abuse happened. inside a house?

Yes. ' Were there any allegations as to whether any abuse
happeried in a car? No. No furthér questions.

THE COURT: All right. And == and that would be
under -~ you're —- ygu're operating under bullet point —-
the iastabullet'poinﬁ”that I mertioned, Which.means a
stafement as to events. that eccurred within the personal
knowledge -of the intér?ieﬂer?

MR. MUSSETTO: Correct.

THE COURT: What's your response to that, Counsel?

MS. MAJOR: Your Honor, I know it's a small gquesticn.
And —- aﬁd I'don't medn to be ticky-tacky. I.jusi.—— T
don!t think that that question is proper, Because I don't
think I could ask her, did.she say any -- did -she allege
that anybody else did this to .her? Did she ever mention
anybody else's name? What -- all the things that she
didn't 54y, I can't ask her that.

And so I don*t think it would bg-pﬁoper for the
Defensg £9-ask her that. -

THE COURT: Well, T —- I disagree. I disagree. 1
think -- I read this case and I read Whitner. And I,
also, réaafthe-—rQEhe othér case. that we talked about,
Chavis. And I even read a couple of cases from other --
from a couple other jurisdictions.

So I -- I disagree with you, Counselor. I %hink that
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the. window is open ‘for him, Mr. Mussetto, to ask those

‘questions, as long as he stays within the parameters of

bullet point number -- the last Bullet point ‘that I made.

So I would respectfully disagree with you and would

allow that: I --"and I wouldn't use the word ticky tack..

I probably would use the word ticky, but not tack. .But I

just think -= I would allew him to do that.

MS. MAJOR: Thank you.

THE: COURT: ‘Weii, anything else -— oh, let's look --
while —— while we've got you both in ' here. My law glerk
is gbing to prepare a couple of verdict forms.. She will
share that with'you so both ¢f you can take a. look at it.

Are we charging anything other than the statute

and. =~ éndﬁthé-standard'charge:énd the statute? 1I5 -that
{

pretty much where we are? |

MS. MAJOR: Yes, Your Honot. That's —- that's —- I
don't have any additional charges.

THE COURT: Or do you. want to think about it? I

mean, you don't have to ‘tell me right now. I mean, you've

got. some time to think about it. ‘
MR..MUSSETTO: Your question was —-
THE COQURT: We&ll, my guestion —-
MR. MUSSETTO: -- just CSC third and no lesser
included? |

THE COURT: Well, that's what I'm asking yoii. You
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know, we hadn't heard.-— hadn't heard the entire case: yet.
So- you might want to --.de you want to held off on that?

MR. ‘MUSSETTO: Y&s, please.

ATﬁE.CGﬁRT:.'Reggrding-%hat~issue?

MR. MUSSETTO: Yes; pléase. .-

THE COURT: Okay. And -— and-F'm assuming -- come up
here just for a secoend. - Let me ask y'all about éomeﬁhing.

(WHEREUPON, a bench conference was held.}-

THE COURT: All right. If there's -- the. jury.is not
going to be here until 10:00. -So is there anything'élse
on either 'side that you can think of that we néed to deal
with before the jury gets here?

Because I'm pretty much going~ﬁo —- when the clock
strikes 10:00, we're going tb:mové.fbrward. JIranticipate
that we should be finished with this matter today.

You've got how many witnesses, Ms, Major?

MS. MAJOR: Your Honor, I hdve Ms. Carlberg, just to
finish up her. If this is pkay-Wiih the Court, ‘this is
sort of what I was thinking was. to quy-tﬁé'vidéé,

cross—examination of Ms. Carlberqg. And ‘then I have the --

FErica Van Wagner coming at 11:00. And I have to proffer

her testimony and ‘thep Tnvestigator Tyda.
THE COURT: Okay. ‘And you just have one?
MR. MUSSETTO: Correct.

THE COURT: All right. There i5 a chancé that the
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jury may. ‘get here dround five £417. * And we may:startﬁa
littTe bit .early-.

MS. MAJOR: ‘Okay:

THE COURT: ‘And the bailiff is going: to .let me know.,

Anytliing else that we —--oh, let me ask you thiss
From. a procedural standpeoint with the video, I had the
opportunity to —--- te review it, but #b was very difficult
to hear.

Are we going to have thai same problem in here?

MS. MAJOR: Your Honor, yesterday, I tested it out.
And we put the microphone to the speakers and it -+ it
pipes in thr0ugh‘there. And we were able to hear it as
best —— as best we could.

THE ‘COURT: All right.

MS. MAJOR: One more —

THE CQURT: Yes.

MS. MAJOR: -- I have —- I krow the proffer of the

blind expert has not started yet and I don't know exactly

what the,argUm?nt‘s going to be. But I have some cases
that T can go ahead and pass up to the Court.

THE COURT: All right. If there's noething else,
we'll bé —- we'll be at ease until we get some:
instructions from the bailiff. You don't have to leave.
You can .remain here since -— everyone can remain seatea,

if you like.
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(WHEREUPON, a break was taken.)

MS. MAJOR: Your Honor, is it okay if Ms. Carlberg
sits right Heré while the wideo is playing?

THE COURT: Yes.

MS. MAJOR: T was doing tO’QD'riéht:iﬁto the video:

THE COURT: All right. Everybody's Here; xight?

THE BAILIFF: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Okay. You can bring the jury in.

(WHEREUPON, the jury camé into open court. at

'apppoximagely'9;56 a.m.} )

THE COURT: Good morning.

Is the State ready to proceed?

MS. MAJOR: Yes, Your Honor.

Just for the record, Christiné Carlberg, the forensic
interviewer, is in the courtroom, but just not on the
stand as —— while I pléy the video.

THE COURT: All right. |

(WHEREUPON, State's Exhibit No. 8 was played in open

court.’y

MS. MAJOR: Your .Honer, may ﬁﬁristine‘CarIberg come
back up to the stand?

THE COURT: All right. Ms. Carlberg.

Swear her in.

THE CLERK: Malam; if you'll, please, place your left

hand on the Bible and raise your right harnd.
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WHEREUPON,
CHRISTINE, CARLBERG,
after first having been .duly swori, testified as follows:

THE CLERK: Thank you.

Please be seated.

And, please, .state your name for the record.

THE WITNESS: Christine Carlberg.

MS. MAJOR: And, Your Honor, pursuant to the
questions and admitting the evidence in with her
yesterday, I don't have any further questions.

THE COURT: All right. ‘Very well.

Mr. Mussetto.

MR. MUSSETTO: Thank you, Your Honor.

CROSS-EXAMINATION

BY MR. MUSSETTO:
Q Ms. Carlberg, I have two guestions for you this
morning. What geographic location did [ describe that
the alleged abuse .occurred?
A Shé said that it happened at her grandmother's house.
Q  Okay. Did jij disclose whether any abuse ever
happened in a car?
A Not duking that intetrview.

MR. MUSSETTO: Thank you, ma'am.

THE COURT: All right. Anything else?

MS. MAJOR: .No, Youi Honor.
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FHE COURT:. All right. Thank you, ma'am.

MS. MAJOR: @Andmay she be released from her

subpoend?
THE COURT:: fﬁny‘ObjeCtion?q

MR. MUSSETTO: No -objection.

THE COURT: All right. WNext witress.

MS. MAJOR: Your Honor, this #s the -- Erica Van

Wagner.

THE COURT: All right. 1Is she here?

MS. MAJOR: ‘Le%ﬁmejdguble—check.
a little sarly, if I may cheéck.

‘THE COURT: Okay.

(Pause.)

MS. MAJOR: Yes, Sif.

I asked her to

come

THE COURT: All right. Ladies and gentlemen of the

jury, I'm going te send you back te your jury room foz

just a few minutes.

Please, ma'am, please, sir, do not talk about the

(WHEREUPON, the jury was .excused from open court. at

approximately ¥0:32 a.m.)
{Pause.)

THE COURT: Yes.

MS. MAJOR: She's here. Are you ready for me to ——

THE COURT: Oh; yedh, yeah. |,
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MS. MAJOR: I apologize. Would you like me- to just
proffer her testimony?

THE .COURT: Yes.

M5. MAJOR: Okay. 'The State calls Erica Van Wagner.

THE COURT: All right. I'm sorry. I should have
looked up at you.

MS. MAJOR: I was —— I was confused.

THE CLERK: Ma'am, please, come forward.

If you'll, please, pause at the end: of the bench.

Place your left hand on the: Bible -and raise your:
right hand.
WHEREUPON,

ERICA VAN WAGNER,

after first having been. duly sworn, testified as follows:

THE .CLERK: Thank ‘you.

Please be seated:

And}rpiease, state your name for the record.

THE WITNESS: Erica Van Wagner..

THE CLERK: Thank you.

THE COURT: All right. Before you,get-starfe&, there

were some new people that came in before we got started.
I wanted to give you .my. cell phone admionition. If ahyone
-who. -came :1n subsequent fé my admonition and;&ou.have a
cell phone; if your cell phone goes off during this

‘proceeding for any reason whatscever, ‘you will fiot get
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your cell phone back.
So :make sure everybedy understands that.  Make sure
you ‘have your celi.phdhé~off.

All right. And just so the record will be clear,

'Madam Solicitor; this i3 going to be by way of proffer.

And Mr. Mussetto will have an opportunity to
cross-examine.
MS. MAJOR: Yes, Your Honor. ﬁnd_l can proffer both
her qualifications as an. expert &and her actﬁélﬂtestimOny.
THE COURT: All right.

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MS. MAJOR:

Q Ms. Van Wagner, what is your occupation?

A I am a therapist.

Q Qkay. And what is your educational background?

A I have a Bachelor's Degree in Social Work, as well as
a Master's Degree in Social Work.

Q Okay. And where are you employed?

A I work for the State Department of Mental Health at
the Greenville Mental Health Center.

Q . Okay. What's your employment history since obtaining
your education?

A I did my internship during grad school through the
Department of Mental Health and became employed there. So

I've worked there since the year 2000. I worked at the
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\Cblumbia.Area Mental Health Center until 2008 when I -

transferred to the Greenville Mental Health Center.

Q Okay. Do you hold: any licefnisés? |

A I —-- I'm a licensed independent social worker with a
¢linical practice focus:

Q Okay. And just in yeur day-to-day occupation, what
areﬂyour duties? What —- what kind of things do you do?
A I just -- I:Eroviﬁe individual family.counseling. I
provide some group counseling. I supervise our DSS
program at the mental headlth center. So I work primarily
with kids that are involved with the Department ©f Social
Services, or kids that have experienced trauma.

Q Okay. And -- and what is your focus in providing
counseling? Is it to children?

A Yes. I work with children and adolescents.

Q Okay. What is meant by the term "trauma"?

A Trauma is an eévent or an experiernce in somecne's life’

where they feel like their life is threatened, or there's

a —— it's a sigﬁifidént-eVent that could have a lasting
impact.

Q Qkay. Can sexual abuse constitute a trauma?

A Yes.

Q Okay. Approximately hew many children have you.

provided therapy to over the course of your career?

‘A Somewhere over 3,000, I vould say.-
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I 0 Okay. Have 'you atfended trainings on c¢hild abuse?
2 A T have.

3 Q Gkay. What are sone 6f thosé traifiings?
4 A I've gone to the Sara Schuh Conference in Charleston.
5 I have attended Project Best [phonetic] trainings, which
6 are primarily focused on how to provide interventions to
7 children -who've experienced trauma. As part of my
8 licensure, I am required to get; at least, 40 hours of
9 continuing education credits eve£Y“two{Years.
10 So most of those trainings -are related to -sexual
11 abise 6f't¥auma in Some 'sort of way.
iz Q Okay. And‘wekre talking-about trauma. Have you
13 provided therapy to victims of —- of sexual abuse?

14 - a “Yes.

15 " Q And received -- have you-recgiyed-t;ainiﬂé_specific
16 to sexual abluse?
17 A Yes. The -- most of the trainings that T do

18 ’ participate-in have that focus: as far as how to treat

19 that, specifically, yes.

20 Q Okéyz What protocol or method de-you use in

21 providing: therapy to children in treating them?

22 A I ~- primarily, T use trauma. focused cognitive
25 behavioral therapy, or TFCBT for short. It's an

24 evidendefﬁased treatment that is focused on treating

25 traugia for children.




10

1t
iz
13

i4

135

16
17
18
19
20
21

22

23

24

25

167

‘ERTCA. VAN WAGNER (IC)-DIRECT BY ‘MS. MEJOR 221
Q And ‘what does "evidence-based! mean?
A It, basically, means that it's empirically supported.

So dit's been reséarched. There have been c¢linical trials
to :show ‘that it's efficient and helpful. And so it is a
specific protocoel to treat the children.

QO  And have you been, specifically, traired to provide
this‘typezpf therapy?

y:4 I have. I am trained and weént through a rostering
process, which was a ~- ‘over a year long process of
getting consultatioen  through the- developers of: the

treatment. And I'm on a 'state roster of clinié¢ians that

provide TFCBT.

Q Do you discuss or consult with other professionals in
your £i&ld relating to a <¢hild who has.experienced sexual
dbuse and/or trauma?

A I do. I partigipate in an MDT staffihg or.
multidiSciplinary team where we staff cases. | /!
Additionally, I. participate in a wéekly treatment team
staffiggfwith a psychiatrist, as. well .as a team of other
fherapists where we address issues going on -and §tdff
cases to .consult with other peexs in the field.

Q Okay. Have you beén- qualifiéd as an expert before in
child. sexual abuse dynamics? |

A I have:

A

Q Do you know howimany times?
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A ApprbximatelyJseVen:times in. General Sessions Court

and approximately 10 times in Family Court.

MS: MAJOR: Okay. Your Horior, I don't have any

questions as far as qualifying her as an expert.at this

time.

THE COURT: All right. What's your position? Do you
want to —- do you want to cross-examine. her .only on the
expext?

MR. MUSSETTO: No, I'm fine.

THE COURT: &1l right. So I deem she's gqualified as
an expert --

In what field again?

MS. MAJOR: Child sexual abuse dynamics.

THE COURT: All right. Child sexual abuse dynamics.

Hl}'righi. Go. ahead.

MS. MAJOR: Thank you, Your Honor
BY MS.. MAJOR:

Do you know any of the people imvolved in this case?
I de not.

Have you ever met [§§ [ oz Tameka williams?
NQ;

‘Qkay. . What is meant by éhildeeXUai abuse?

b o R B o B ©

Child sexual abuse is when a person older or even. the

same age touches a child inappropriately or in- 'an
i
inappropriaté sexual -manner.
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Q Okay. And what is meant by the term gropmipg in the
sexpal abuse context? -
A Grooming is the process that - a -- an offefder or
pergetratqr‘wouid:use_to_egtablisthrust with the victim.
So deing things like buying gifts or, you know, kind of -—-
maybe even doing neonseéxual touches that would make that
Gictim more comfortable and gaining that trust to be able
to carry out the sexual abuse.
Q Is the grooming process common in sexual -abuse cases?
A Yes, it is.
Q And -- and why is that?
A Because that level of trust is required to be able to
carry out the sexual abuse that -- that does occur.
Typitaliyi if the abuser goes straight to that abuse, then
it- —— it'!s harder to have. access to the child if they
haven't gone through that groofiifig process.

That grooming process can be with the parent and with
the child. So it's kind of establishing that trust with
the —- the caregivér or the parent of the pérsen, which,

also, gives that person: .access. .

Q Okay. What are the stages of disclosure of sexual
abuse?
A So the ——~ the disclosure is a process. .And so,

typically; there are the five stages. The first being

denial or no report of any abuse.
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The second stage would. be a ‘tentative stage of

disclosure where maybe they’re .giving bits of information

* oF some ‘of ‘the information about‘#hatﬂs“goinﬁﬁoﬂ.

Then: 'the third stage would be an active stage of
discloéﬁie-whe;e.thgy;re giving all of the infpormation.

Recantation is a -- is a stage of disclosure. And
then reaffirmation of the original allegations;,

Q Okay. Regarding the -- the disclesure process —- and
T guéss what I mean is once the alleged victim starts: to
talk about what happened, are there different types of
ways that -- that that disclosure can come out? You said
tentative disclosure.’ Is it always just in —— in that
form or are there different ways?

A I regards to the tentative stage of disclosure, it
could be an accidental disclosure. So where a kid isn't
necessarily trying to communicate what happerned. But
based on what's being communicated, someone -else may have
some concerns and, say, ask follow-up questions, which
;ould then lead to SOQe more information.

So there —-- or —- or maybe they engage in a behavior
that is suspicious to a -- a ca#e -- caregiver or parent.
And ‘so there'SVmoée infoimatien that comés as a-resuIF‘of
that.

Q Okay. What is meant by the term "delayed discloesure"

as. it relates to sekxual abuse?
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A Just not disclosing immediately or right away.

Q And why would a child not immediately tell?

A Depénding on the kid's age or circumstance. It's

‘possible the kid might not know that this is -semething to

report. 'Or potentially the kid Has been told not to share
this information. Or maybe they've been threatened of
what might happen if they did share that information.

" Also, not knowing what's going to happen after
they've disclosed or, you know, kind of beéing uncertain- of
fhe*potential outcome 'of their disclosure.

Q Okay. And based on your training and experiénce, why,
would & child, eventually, tell someone what's happening?
A Well, in the examples that I was giving earlier, if
it's accidental, maybe because they've been prompted to
share more information and that might be. Maybe they have
gotten more information from other sources about what's

going on ‘and they've learned more information, and then

might choose to share that. So there can be a lot of

reasons.
Q Okay. How does a parents reaction affect. -- affect a

child in the disclosure process and —— and just once
everything is out as ‘well? -

A So if a parent, say, is very suPportive¢ then -that
might facilitate the child being able to actively disclese

and share the information, you know. If the parent, say,
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isn't supportive, then that might cause.the child to pull
back, or :shut down, or not share as much infermation. Or
-maybe the parent is overwhelmed ahd becomes very
emotional. And that might impact the -child that's

doing sométhing that is causing the parent hdarm or -- or
upset.,

So”tpearespdnéé that the —— the parent —- or the
‘persoﬁ that the child is disclosing to kind ofimakes a
difference. in whether or not that child feels comfortable
continuing in theif di3ciosuré=
Q Does 'a child's age affect the nature of their
disclosure and the -- the process and their memory?

A - Yes. So, you-know,'founget children,haVe, you know,
different ways of communicating things. They have
difqueﬁt ways af]ghanihg informaticon .or telling a story.
Their lahguage is not usually as developed. #And so that
can impact how they'communfcate'or what-they1are
communicating. |

Q Okay. And do children remember events in- = in
chronological order? |

A Not always. I mean, kids can tell stories in a
chronological way. But in addition to that, you know, if
welre talking about sexual abuse —— because’sexual abuse

is -a trauma. BAnd thatnimpacts a person's brain. It,
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also,. imgacis howzmﬂmories are stored.

And so that -could affect whether or not a kid tells
that firoiit beginning to end in a ¢H¥éfivlogical way. :Also,
if the abuse is chronic ‘versus; isay, a one-time incident,
it may be moié difficult or challenging to kind of put
that story together frbm-beginhing to end since there’s so
many different pieces.

Q And you mentioned the way mémory is stored. Can.you
A

elaborate a little bit on. that and the effect trauma can

have on that?

A Well, our memories aré, typically, stored kind .of
with emotions. Sb there are different things that —- or
sensory details, isay, things that we smell, or taste, or
hear. BAnd so there are timies wheré those memories .might
be triggered by environmental stimulus.

So if a kid hears a noise‘thgﬁ reminds. théﬁnﬁf that
event that tobk“ﬁiace, then that might '‘cause them to
recali-a nemnory. Also, things ‘that are*more-significant
stand out in our meméry versus things that -- that we
remember but théy‘wereniﬁ as significant.

S0 as we're recaglling some events, it might then help
15 to remember other events that were simildr, but maybe
not. as significant.

MS. MAJOR: All right: Please answer any gilestions

the Defense has.
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THE .COURT: Mr. Mussetto.

‘GROBS-EXAMINATION.

BY MR. MUSSETTO:

e] Ms. Van Wagner, what does-recantation mean as it
relates‘to.tne differént stages that you talked about?

A Recantation is to kind of pull that story back to say
that -— basically, to take back-the.allegatién.

Q Do you have any opinions on when a child gives
conflicting accounts of abuse?

A How do you mean?

Q Say, for instance, regarding a location. If at one

point, the child said the abuse happened in X location and

then another —— another time she alleged that it happened
at a diffgrent locatiofi.
A Well, I think -- again, depending on age and
circumstance, you know, I think otr —— we hold on to the
most sighificant Piedé of that event. And so the
location, you know, may net have been the most significant
part of the memory, whereas the event that took place is.
Q Would 'you say that if -- if a child gives conflicting
statements regarding the location. of alleged abuse that a
child -- let me rephrase. that question.

If a child gave conflicting statements regarding the

location of alleged abuse, would you say that a child is

‘being truthful in either one of those -- or from the




10
11
12
13

14

15

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

-ERICA VAN WAGHER (TC?-—GR@SS BY MR. MUSSETTO .229

child's ‘perspective, is the child being-truthful in ‘beth

of ‘those .scenarios?

A I'm having .a hard time understanding exactly what
you're asking..

0 No problem. So -— so from a child"s pﬁISpesﬁive, if
the child gave conflicting testimony regarding the
location of alleged abuse, what: would your opinion be on
the. child’'s truthfulness.as it regards -- as it relates to
those conflicting statements?

A I guess in my role —— my role isn't te say they're
absolutely telling the truth or not. But it's to address
kind of what they're reporting, and symptoms associdted
with that.

So as 1'm hearing that story, if they're describing
dbuse, then we're addressing what occurred and how that -
impacted thém. 2And I'm not trying to determine if it
happEnedrin this JTocation or that location.

Q Okay. Is it possible, though, if .a child were to
give conflic¢ting statements about where alleged abuse
happened that both of those statements are incorrect?
A It could be or it could be that both of those
stateiments are correct. So it could be. either.

MR. MUSSETTO: quy; No further‘questionsﬂ

THE COURT: All right. Anything else?

MS. MAJOR: No, .Your Honor.
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THE :COURT: A1l right. BAnd I have no questions..

All right. Yes, ‘ma'am.

MS. :MAJOR: Your Honox, T would ask that her
testimony be admissible. I've passed up to ‘the Court
several cases.

THE COURT: -Yes.

MS. MAJOR: The first case was State v.-ﬁéaverlinq.

And_ that was one of the first cafes to address this issue,
whether behavioral -- or expert. testimony on behavioral

science is admissible. &And the Court found it was.

The miost recent case was State v. Jones allowing this
type of evidence. And even expanding it to a —= to a:
different area as far as non-supporting caregivers expert’
testimony in that -- that field. We -- wé don't have that
here. But that's just showing what the Court —- what type

of behavioral expert testimony the Court is allowing.

I passed up State v. Brown, which notes that numerous
jurisdictions have concluded it is-more appropriate for an
expert to éxplain behavioral traits of child sex abuse.

State v. Berry. That case gives a legal history

of -- of admitting in this type of evidence.

State . Anderson, .it says it's .a better practice to

have a blind expert, which Ms. Van Wagner is. - She doesn't
know the family. She's. not going to 'be bolstering the

victim's testimony.
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And then, finally, State v. White. Tt —- it

emphasizes that expert testimony may be more crucial in

I think in this case it is important because there.
are certain issues that .are beycond the -- the juries
knowledge, beyond common knowledge. .And Ms. Van Wagner
can explain -- explain those -- those issues.

THE COURT: All right. Mr. Mussetto.

MR.‘MUSSETTO: Judge, in these cases,. I wrote down:
what a child sexual abuse dynamic expert, typically, talks
about,. and that's a child's strange demeanor, delay in
disclosing sexual- abuse, recollection to become. clear, the
child's secretive and frightened, the child has discipline
problems.

In-this particular case, I don't see how Ms. Van
Wagner would be testifying as it relates to the facts in
this case ‘as to .any of those things.

My concexrn is that she is .going to be saying that
conflicting téstimdﬁy regarding the location of alleged
abuse is still credible. 2and, thus, she would be veuching
for the credibility of the child's statements :and, thus,.
impropéerly bolstering the child. And it gets back to!that
Ms. Van Wagner would be commenting on the veracity of the
child's accusations.

THE COURT: Well, T thirik one of the —— orie of ‘the
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"1 | questions that you asked her when you asked the question
2 'aﬁout the different locatioms —— and I think ~- and if I
3 fisquote yon, you Tet mée khow. But I think the. witness
4 saiﬂ‘ihat’ii could be eifher way. .And it == it was her
-5 position she could not make a statemeht tegarding the
6 truth of that. Because that's not her role.

7 And you. know the cases are clear —-

8 MR, MUSSETTO: Correct.

9 ‘ THE COURT: -— that. she can't do that.. Because I
10 ‘think you do go into that whole amea of bolstering the --
11 the: téstimony of the ¢hild. So I think--- that was her
12 answer.

13 . But, you know, the.-thing about it in. all these cases
14 that's consistent, ifiydh.lbbkiat‘all the cases ——

15 And, Counsel, I appreciate you proyviding those cases
16 for mei T had two.of them. Bt I appreciate ypu
17 providing them.

18 The consistent thing —- and I'm looking at the case.
19 ‘And I'm going; specifidally, to the language 'thdt's set
20 forth if the Weaverling case. And then I think they:

21 also —— that language is, gléo,'reiterated_ipithe'White'
22’ case that was given to me from the .Court of Appeals.

23 But the consistent thing that it says —— and I'm
24 going to read this into the réccord. ‘In that particular

25 case -- and I'm talking about the Weaverling case, it said
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that the —— The;dhallenged testimony is. behavioral
evidence concerning rape trauma. Both expert testimony

and behavioral signs atre admissibleé as rape trauma

evidence to prove a sexual offense occurred where the:

probative: value of such ‘évidence: outweighs the prejudicial

effect.
And I think ‘the last bullet that I just mentioned

where the probative value outweighs the prejudicial

effect, that's -- that's all through these cases; all of

them. And so I think, you know, from what I'm hearing, I
want you to comment Qh that -- that piece, the probatitve
value versus the prejudicial -- prejudicial effect.

And T understand what you're talking -- your point
regarding the different locations. But it's my
understanding about the witnesses answer was she didhft
take a position one way or another on that. So I don't

think you can get inte the whole argument of her

bolstering the testimony of the child.

MR. MUSSETTO: Sure. Arnd as long as Ms. Van Wagner

speaks in general terms like she did —-

THE COURT: Right.

MR. MUSSETTO: -+ during the direct eXamination and
not. necessarily about for the credibility —-

THE COURT: And T dop't think. she did. T . mean, I

listened very caréfully.
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MR. MUSSETTO: Sure. And that's —— and that was my
concern. And if she deesn't necessarily go down that
path, then I tﬁiﬁk-ﬁe‘ll bé -~ we'll be fine.

THE COURT: All right. So all that we're —- we're
still in the proffer stage. I'm going to allow the
testimony. And I'1l —-

And anything else before we bring the jury back?

MS. MAJOR: WNothing from the- State, Your Homnor.

THE COURT: Anything, Mr. Mussetto?

MR. MUSSETTO: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right. Bring the jury back.

{(WHEREUPON, the jury came into open court &t

approximately_lOmSQ;a.m.)

THE CLERK: Ifm going to put you urnder oath.

THE WITNESS: Do you want me to stand up?

THE CLERK: Yes, please.

WHEREUBON,
‘ERICA VAN WAGHNER,
after first having beéen duly sworn, testified as follows:

THE CLERK: Thank you.

THE COURT: Yes, ma'am.

MS. MAJOR: Thank ydu, Your Honor.

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MS.. MAJOR:

Q Please state your namé for the record..
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Master's 4in Social Work.

0 Okay. And do you hold any licenses?

A I do. T am a licensed independent social worker with

a clinical practice focus.

Q Okay. And after you completed your educatioen,

what -- what was your employment history?

A I started at. theé Department of Mental Health ianOOO,
and have been employed through —- until currently. 1.
worked at thie Columbia Area Mental Health Gentetr until
2008 and then transferred to Greenville.

Q What are your -- your duties? What do you do every
day in your job?

A I supervise our DSS program. And so I provide

individdal and famil& therapy, some group therapy. I

supervise other clinicians that are providing ﬁheragy as

well. BAnd then I coordinate services with the Department

of Scocial ‘Services.
Q Gkay: Do you. have a focus on == on who-you,
typically, provide therapy services to?

A I work primatrily with children and adolescents. And
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A I“m_Erica'Van.ﬁagner.

Q Okay. BAnd what is your occupation?

A I afi ’a mehtal health therapist.

Q What's your -educaticnal background?

A T have a Bachelor's Degree in Social Work, as well as




182

10

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

20

21

22
23
24

25

-ERICA VAN WAGNER-DIRECT BY MS. MAJOR 236

I specialize in trauma given the client population that I

Serve.
Q What. is meant by the teim "trauma"?
A Trauma, 15 an event or an experience in a person's

life where maybe: they feel like their life was being

threatened or that-causes a lasting impact on a person.

0 Can sexual abuse be -- cause trauma?
A Yes.
Q Approximately how many children have you provided

therapy to over- the course of your career?

A Semewhere around 3,000.
Q Have. you attended trainings on child abuse?
A I have. I am required through my license to get, at

least, 40 hours of continuing education credits &very two
years. And based on the specialty that I have, most of
the trainings that 1 get are related to child sexual abuse
or.intexvéntions to Address traumé.

Q And what are some of thoseueiamples of trainings that
you have attended?

A So I've attended the. Sarah échuh-Conference. I have
gone to the Project Best trainings, which is trainings
related to tratma initiatives in South Carolina.

Q How long is' the Project Best program?

A So I participated in a year-long .learning

collaborative thiough Project Best, which involves

—




10
11
iz

13

14

15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

ERTCA VAN WAGNER-DIRECT BY' MS.. MAJOR 237

learning the intervention, as well as participating in.
caée consultation with the developers of the intervention.
And it resulted in'me being on & roster in the state of
clinicians; that have completed that process and are
eligible to provide thefse;vice.

0 Okay. What protocol or model do you use in. —— in.

treating ‘children 4in therapy?

A It is trauma focused cognitive behavioral therapy or

TFCBT:

Q And have you been trained to implement this —-

A I have. That was through Projeéct Best. Sorry. That
was the rostering process that I went through to be able
to provide TECBT.

O T5 this model: evidence based?

A It is.

Q And what doés that mean?

A Basically, it means that it is empirically: supported,
that it has gone through clinical trials and research to
prove its ethicsy [phonetic] and that it -is —— shows
outcomes that are positive for treatment.

Q Do you discuss oxn consult with othé: profegsiénals in
yoir field in treating a child who's experienced trauma?

A I do. I have.a variety of inner agency team

staffings that I participate in on a weekly basis. I

'participate in a multidisciplinary team where there are




184

10
11
12
13
14

15

16"

17
18
19
20
21
22

23

24

25

‘ERTCA VAN WAGNER-DIRECT BY MS. MAJOR 238

‘people from. a variety of professions, as well as a weekly

treatment team staffing with a psychiatrist and a team of
other clinicians where we diséuss cases and get peer
consultation.

Q Have; you ever been qualified. as an expert in child
sexual abuse dyhamics?

A I have.

€] And how many times?

A Approximately sgven times in. General Sessions Court
and approximately 10 times in Family Court.

MS. MAJOR: Your Honor, I have no further QueStions,
unless Mr. Mussetto Has' any quéstiOns for her on her
qualifications.

THE ‘GOURT: All right. Mr. Mussetto.

MR. MUSSETTO: As to her gualificatioms, no, Judge.
But for the record, I would like fg renew my previous
objectien.

THE COURT: Yes.

A1l right. 1I'1ll find her to be -- be gualified.

Thank -you.

Go ahead.

MS.. MAJOR: Théank you, Your Honor. -

Andxjust for:- the record, I would move to: have her
qualified in the -- an expert in child sexual abuse

dynamics.
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. THE -COURT:: ALl right.
MS. MAJOR: Thank you

BY MS5. MAJOR:

Do you. know any of the people involved in this ‘case?
1 do not.

Do you know or Tamcka Williams?

I do not.

Do you know ‘the Defendant?
I do rnot.

All right. What is meéant by child sexual abuse?

I o R N o B T R &

touchédfiﬁapprqpriatély,in a sexual wdy or in a way that
is sexually gratifying for the other person.
Q What is mearit by tﬁe-éerm grooming in the sexual
abuse context?
A Grooming is. the process that an offender will use to
establish trust with either the victim or —-- and/or the
caregivers of the victim, It is steps taken or- behaviors
that are done with the intention of kind of breaking down
those walls and gaining access to the victim. .
Q And’h@w may a perpetrator groom? What —-
A Examples?

S0, sometimes, it might be buying gifts or doing
spgcial"tﬁings'f0r'the“child, It could potentially be,

you know, kind of touches that aren't necessarily sexual

Child sexual abuse is an expefiehce where & child is
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in nature, but ‘that create a conformability with that type
of behavior, maybe, you .know, doing things, like I said,
with a patent to have thém trust the pérson that does
allow that access tp the kid.

Q So i5 grooming that. term just limited to the alleged
victim child or can it expand to6 other people ‘invelved in
that child's life?

A Oh, yes. It expands to, as I 5aid, the caregivers or
other pebple that are involved. It's really all about
gaining that access to the child. So breaking down the
trust with the other -- maybe the caregiver to allow that
access to the child.

0 What ‘are the stages -of —— of disclosure in sexual —-
in. the sexual abusé context?

A So disclosing sexual abuse is ——.is, typically, a
process. And so in that thére are five stages. The first
stage would be denial or not reporting any abuse..

The second stage would be a tentative stage where
maybe they're giving some information or kind of giving
little bits and pieces of the.story.

The third stage would be an active stage, of
disclosure where we're getting all of ‘the information
or —— or sharing the details in full.

Recantation is a possible stage of disclosure. And

then redffirmation of the original allegations: would be
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the last .stage.

Q Is recantation a -—a —- present in every case?

A No, it's not.

0] Do some kids net recant?

A Correct, yes.

Q Okdy. You talked abeut a tentative disclosare. What
are some -examples. of that, and does every child

intentionally tell what happens?

- A No. So im a- tentative disclosure, it could be

accidental or it could be, fou know, kind of I'm, giving a
little bit of information just to see what the:'response
is.

So an accidental disclosure may be something like a
child displaying a‘béhavibr that creates a question or &
concern for the;cgregiver that they ask about or follow-up
with, And the child then begins to give more information.

Or maybe the parent hears the ¢hild say something that"s

-of concern. And then they follow-up again with more

Lquestipﬁ5~or information that leads to a more active 'stage

of disclosing.

Q _Okay. And you have —- describing active stage of-
disclosing -— disclosiire, does that -- What does that
encompass? Does that mean the child spills the beans
entirely? What -- what does that process look like?

A Not generally. You know, if a person's being
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interviewed or asked guestions about that, they are more
willing. to share those additional details or —- or share.
the infdérmation about what's haﬁpéning- |

Q What is meant by the term "delayed disclosure" .as it
relates to sexual abuse?

A 5o c¢hildren don't, typically; disclose the abuse:

right away. There -- it's common. for, there to be some

delay, whether that's a couple of days, a couple of

months. 1've even seen, you know, years and years. But
it is not reporting the abuse immediately.
Q And in youxr éxpériencéi what factors can cause a’

child not to disclose immediately?

A Maybe the child, based.on their developmental stage,

doesn't ‘have the ‘awareness of what's going on: to know that
they: need to disclose. A kid could have been threatened,
or, you ‘know, been told not to disclose, or told what
would happen if they did tell somebody about: what was
happening. Fear,of the impact of disclosing.

So being unsure of what might happen if they do share
those détails, not wanting to break up a family. = So
there's-a lot of reasorns ‘that a kid might not tell right
away.

0 And based on your training and experience, why would
a .child eventually —- why does ‘a child, eventually,

disclose what happéened?
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n o W™

A - Well, as I kind of explained before, sometimes, it's
accidental so that the child wasn't intending to make the

disclosure, but was asked directly about something and

then. started sharing. Or maybe they've gotten some

education or information dbout safe touches or sexual
abuse and, now, they know that there's information to
disclose. Maybe it just happens chronically.and they,
eventually, want it to stop and 5o -they make a disclosure
at that time.

0 How does a parent's reaction —— what -- what —— how
does that affect a child?

3 So if a kid is disclesing to someone and they are
supportive, then that's mere likely to lead to that active
stage of disclosure where they're giving more information.
If a parent is non-believing or not supportive, then the
kid might pull back and not share any more details.

If a kid is sharing ‘and the caregiver is not able to
handle the. information, maybe they get overwhelmed or
upset, that might impact whether thé child is able to
share any additional details. Kids are very much, you
know, aware of —- of the reaction. of the other person. and
may blamé themselves for what thei¥ parent is
experiencing:

Q What ‘affect is‘a child's age have. on the diselosure

and their -- and their mémory in sexual abuse?
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A ' So, you know, the younger a kid is their ability to
kind. of ‘understand, the concepts and things that are
happening; it could impact what: they share or hew they

share it. Because they may not know ‘what's important: or

not important to share; -you know.

Alsc, kids den't necessarily téll the story in that
chronological manner. So you may end up getting kind of
bits ard pjieces -of the story, but not necessarily always
in the order that it happened.

MS,'MAJQR: Okay. 0One moment, please.

(Pause:)

BY MS. 'MAJOR: .

Q What is meant by the term "chronic abuse! .in sexual
abuse?
A So‘that's —- chronic abuse would be when.it happens

over a period of time. It happens-more than .one time: or

it's én.ongoing situation, as oppéééd to, like, a single

incident.
Q  Can -- can multiple incidents affect —- affect a

child ard their«discloﬁurg?

A Yes. .So 1f there is chronie abuse that happens, you
khow, it's_hard td necessarily recall every single
incident of something that happened. So if it's occurring

chronidally, then maybe the recall of that information is

that the most significant events stand oat. OFr -- and it
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might even not be what —- what the caregiver thinks is
most significant, but what was mest significant to the-
pefson experiencing that.

S@, you know, there's diffefen%-things that might
il1icit different parts of the memory.about that.

MS. MAJOR: Please -answer any questions the Defenseé
has.

THE COURT: Mr:. Mussetto.

Mr. MUSSETTO: Thank you.

CROSS-EXAMINATION
BY MR. 'MUSSETTO:
Q Ms. Van Wagner, can you, please, briéfly go over

again the five steps of disclosure?

A Denial,; tentative, -Active, recantation, ahd
reaffirmation.

Q Okay. Do you kihow if there was any denial in this
case?

A I don't know the details of this case.
Q Okay. Do you know if théere's Peen aiiy tentative
disclpsures in this case?

A I don't know the details of ithiscase.

Q Do you khow if there's been any active disclosures?
A I would assume since we're here at trial, there must

have Been some disclosure, yes.

Q Do you know if there's been any recantdtion?
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T A I don't know.

2 Q  Okay. Do you know. .if there's been any reaffirmation?
3 A I do not k‘nOW.*. |

4 Q Okay. And you™ve never met [

5 A Correct.

6 Q And you've never talked to my c-:li-entv?

7 A That's correct.

8 MR. MUSSETTO: Thank.you,

9 No further -questions.
10 THE COURT: Anything on redirect, Ms. Major?

11 MS. MAJOR: No, Your. Hofior.

12 THE COURT: All right. And I have no questions.

13 Thark you, mafam.

14 You can 5tep down.

15 MS. MAJOR: And may she be released from her

1% subpoena?
17 THE COURT: All right. . Any objection?

18 MR. MUSSETTO: No objection.

19 THE COURT: All right. Thank ydi, ma'an.

20 Next’ witness.

21 | MS. ,MAJQR: Your Honor, the State calls Investigator
22 Cheri Lyda.

23 ) THE COURT: All right. Ms. Lyda.

24 THE CLERK:. Ma'am, if you'll, please, place your left
25 hand on the Bible arnd faise your right hand.
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WHEREUPON,.
CHERT LYDA,
after first having been duly sﬁorﬁ;.téstffied as follows:
THE CLERK: Thank you. -
Please be sedted.
And, please; stateé your name for the record.
THE WITNESS: Cheri iyda.
THE CLERK: Thank you.
THE COURT: Yes, ma'am.
MS. MAJOR: Thank you, Your Henor.

- DIRECT EXAMINATION .

BY MS. MAJOR:

Investigator Lyda, where are you employed?

The Greéenville. County Sheriff's Office.

Q

A

Q And in what capacity?

A I'm an investigator in crimes against children:
Q

And what are your duties as an investigator in that

division?
A I investigdte crimes of —- from'birth to 17 years o¢ld

of children for .sexual abuse, physical abuse, neglect, or

drug endanger.

Q  What ake the different ways in which you recéive a
case?
A I can: receive it from uniforxm patrol, or either

through the Departmént of Social Services, or® either
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someone c¢an call in whe is a mandated reporter.

Q bid you investigate this case?
A Yes, ma'am.
Q And how didyou receive this case? How did it end up

on youi desk?

A Through uniform patiol.

0 All-right. 'Whaé did you do first?

A After reading the initial repert, I =- I sent a
referral to the Julie Valentine Center to schedile a °
forensic interview.

Q And was that report from Deputy Pelicano?

A Yes.
Q Okay. And we've gone over this, but what is the.

Julie Valentine Center? And what is your -- the sheriff's
office's relationship with the Julie Valentine Center?

AR I use the Julie Valentine Center for forensic
interviewsfandf‘éisd, for medical exams, if needed. Any
time a child is under the age of 12; I will schedule an
intérview forénsically with one of the interviewers for
that case.

Q Okay. Is the ﬁulie«valentine Center a sebarate

éntity froi the sheriff's office?

A Yes.

Q Qkay. @After you set up the referral for the forensic

interview, what -— what happened next?
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T waited to ‘go watch the interview.
Okay. And did yow attend -the interview?
T did.

We saw it.. You weren't in the room. Where. were. you?

R o - I o 4

I'm ih a separate room. It's called a viewing room
to where it's on a TV screen where she showed*tﬁe child —-
or shows the children where the monitor is and that.—f-so
I can view it in case there's any questions or anything I

have for her to ask further.

Q Okay. So do you watch it live as -- as it's
"happeriing?
A Yes, ma'am.

MarNeR

Q All right. Was 's mother in that interview room?
A No.

Q Are family members or non-law enforcement ever
allowed to watch that video?

A No, :no.

0 What did you do after the video -- or after the
inteérview took place?

A I tHen made contact with the —— I tried to make
contact with the mom, but didn't redéive-a call back. But
later of understanding that we wére on différent
schedules. I didn't realize at: that time that she worked
third shift. And T was: calling her during her sleep

hours: I made .contact with ﬁﬁ's grandmother, Pdt, and
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sgoke with her and asked to come out to the home to take

photographs.

Q Qkay. BAnd the bhotograplis that Have been. entered

into evidence, you've seen them wp on the stand. I .can
let youﬂpevigﬁ'them, Are. these the photographs that you
took?

A Yes, maam.

¢] Okay. And where was this house located?

a  ac [N

Q End is tha%,in Greenville County?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q

All :right. Did you take any swabs- for DNA at the

‘house?

A -No,‘maiam;
Q And why not?
A From what the report read and from -- from :s

interview, there was -- there was no ever speaking

-anything .of -DNA. And if —— DNA would have been there:

anyway becaiise that's where thé Defeéndant lived, and
that's where the victimvfrequente& often.

Q Whétudid you do néxt? .

A  After taking the photographs, then I mdde contact
with the Defendant by -telephone.

Q Okay. And do you know what date that was?

A The 17th of February.
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SR B« B O o

Did you set up an interview with .him?

Yes, 1 did.

And what date was -that?

The Monday, the 20th.

OkKay: Pléase describe the intérview room.

At our office, we have a separate room that,
actualiyh looks a Iot like the Julie‘Vaientinexroom. it's
just a 'plain four wall room with. a desk and chairs in ik.
It is audio-video recordeg. And. that is -- Ipéxplained
that to the Defendant ‘when —- when he came into 'the room.
And I told him it was for his benefit and mine-

Q Did you review his rights with him?

A Yes, I did.

Q I'in going to show you what's been marked as Court's
Exhibit-No. 1. And de you recognize that document?

Yes, ma'am.

And what is, that?

That's the Miranda rights I read with the Defendant.
Anhd did you feview all of those with him?

Yes; ma-'am.

Didﬁherindicate thaﬁ\he understood?

Yes, md'am.

And did he waive fhose rights?

Yes, ma'am.

[o I o B “ I R © B P B

Okay. And does that document fairly and acturately
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represent the original copy of that?
A It is -~ yes. That's just a copy of it.
MS. MAJOR: Your .Honor, at this time; I would move
Court's Exhibit No. 1 into evidence. ‘
THE 'COURT: Any cbjeéction?
MR. MUSSETTQ: No objection:
THE COURT: All right. Without objection, so
admitted, ’
(WHEREUPON, Court's Exhibit No. 1 was admitted into
evidence.)
BY MS5. MAJOR:

Q Did the Defendant know why you were investigating

him?

A Yes.

Q A1l right. Did you ask him if he ever touched [}
A Yes.

Q  And what did he Say?

A He stated, No.

Q What did he. say about his Trelationship with 130k

A He said it was -+ it was goed.

Q What. .did he say about ever being élone with her?
A He stated that he would watch cher alome.

Q Did he indicafe how many'fimes,‘or whether that was a

rare occurrence, or a common occurrence?

A He said it was a common occurrence.
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Q  .Did he give a reason why he felt that this was
happening, that these allegations were coming forward?
A He Gave some ‘conspiracy theoriés that Somebody —-—
MR. MUSSETTO: Objection, Your Honor, conspiracy
theories- ——
THE COURT: I'm going to —— I'm going to sustain the
objection.
You can rephrase your question
BY MS. .MAJOR:
Q What was his response to your guestioning about why
this was happening?
A His words were that someboay%that had to be really
close to fij and her family was making her say this.
Because they did not want he -— the Defendant and Pat, his
wife, to be together any longer.
Q 0Okay. Did he say who was behind these allegations?
A He used "they" several timés. And.-I kept asking him

who "they" were. And he would never -- I -- he never gave

me a name of who —— I asked him, specifically, who

dislikes you that much or doesn't want you and Pat

together that they would go to a six-year—old child to

Have you possibly placed in prison, lose your home, lose

your wife? Who —- who -disiikes you that much? Znd he
never gave me a name. He just used the word "they."

Q Did he, eventually, say that he thought somebody did
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it -- was. behind this?

A Then: he -- he blamed; Pat. He said that he thought
that Pat would be Having fj say this. BAnd thed when I
tried teo -go into. that, he then backed off of that and took
that back. He -—'he Said, Nah, he didh't want to say that
about Pat.

o) Okay. Did he leave after that interview?

A Yes,

0 ‘Okay. What did you ‘do next?

A T obtained warrants for his arrest.

Q  Did yéu speak with Brandon Williams?

A Yes. The son who lived in the home; I did. make

contact with him via telephone. After I introduced

-myself, I told him whdt I was investigating. ‘Earing.our

conversation, he stated he never- saw anything, heard
anythihg, didn't knowfanything.’ And I told him that,

based on;;pr phone conversation, I didii't need to schedile ~
an appointment with him.

Q Okay. And yoi saidiﬁhat you bbfaiﬁed warrants for

the Defendant?

A Yes. l
Q And .did that concludé your involvement in this case?
A Yes, ma'am.

MS. MAJOR: ‘Thank .you.

Pléase answer” any questions the Defense has.
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THE ‘COURT:: Cross-examination, Mr. Mussetto.

‘CROSS-EXAMINATION.

BY MR. MUSSETTO: i

Q. Ms. Lyda, you. previously testified that you were. in

another .room when the forensic interview occurred?

A Yes.

0 So_you.were-watching-it live?

A Yes.

0 Have you since reéviewed that vidéo in preparation for

’

this week?

A No.

Q Okay. Were you in the courtroom when it was played
earlier today?

A Yes.

Q Qkay. If you recall,, Wﬁaﬁ gquraphic location did ﬁﬂ
describe that the alleged abuse occu#fed?

A In the homé, the Defendant's home.

Q Okay. Did}she make any disclosures about any abuse
happening ‘in a car?

A No. . -

Q Did you ever speak with ﬁﬂ.about,the allegations?

A No.
Q Okay. How far after you contacting Mr. Sullivan. and
asking him to comé to the law enforcement center did he

come?
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i A T contacted him on. the 17th, which was a Friday. He
2 came on the 20th, which was Monday.

3 Q Okay. Did he bring-a lawyer with him?

4 "B No. -

5 o] Qkay. He came freely and voluntarily?

4] A Yes.

7 Q Okay. In Your investigation, did you ever look into
8 what txﬁe‘of caf Mr. Sullivan was driving at ﬁhé time?

9 A No, I did not.
10 Q Okay. Did you ever look into what type of car
11 Brandon was driving at the time?’

12 A No, T did.not.

13 Q And you did say that you did talk to Brandon?

14 A T did.

i5 Q Okay. And, to your knowledge, wés Brandon living in
16 the home at that time? |
17 A Yes. !

18 Q Okay. And why wouldn't you. have wanted him te come
19 in for dquestioning if he's a malé living in the home at
20 the time?

21 | A No .allegations were made aggi;lst Brandon.

22 0 Okay. And how far after —- did Brandon pick up the
23 first time you called him?

24 A I — I don't recall.
25 Q Okay. Is it your investigative technique. to speak to
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other individuals that weren't necessarily accused of a
crime when you're looking into pressing charges?

A Ask me that ofie mote tifie.

Q Okay. When. .someone®s alleged, to have committed a
crime, de you always focus on that individual as a
possible perpetrator, or de you, also, lobok into whether

other people could have committed. the crime?

A If the person states who did it to them, if they
. can say, thi's is the person who did this crime to me,

‘there would be no reason .for me to £1y~to fish for other

people.

Q Okay . So because Mr. Sullivan was the accused, all
of your focus was on Mr. Sullivan; correct?

A Correct.

Q Znd not on other people?

A No.

0 Okay. Even though that thers were other males living
in the house?

A The victim did not state anyvbody else did it to her,
except Mr.. Sulliwvan.

Q Okay. Did you look into the type of wehicle that
Brandon was driving at thé time?

A In the investigation, there was no mention. of a
vehicle, 'So I did not look at peoples vehicles.

MR. MUSSETTO: Okay. Thank you.
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No further questions.

THE COURT:

MAJOR:

Anything on redirect?

Jist briefly, Yoir Hohor.

REDIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MS..'MAJOR:.

Q- Was

anybody other than the Defendant was.:the perpetrator in -

there ever any informatidn that you received that

this case?

A No.
Ms.

TEE

THE

Yéu

'B11

MSa
The
THE

MR,

THE

Please, ma'am, please, sir, don’t talk to each oﬁﬁer

"MUSSETTO:

MAJOR: Thank ‘you.

COURT: ALl tight. Angthing else?

. MUSSETTO: No, Your Honor.

COURT: All right. Thank you, ma'am.

can step  down.

‘right. Any other witnesses?

MAJOR:. Ng¢, Your Honor.

State rests.

COURT: All right. Any motions?
Xes“_-.
All right.

COURT: Take fhe?iury out.

abdut the case.

(WHEREUPON, the jury was excused from open court at

dpproximately 11:26 a.m.)

THE

COURT: Yes, sir.
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MOTIONS
MR, ‘MUSSETTO: Your Honor, thank you.

Your: Honor, at ‘this. time, I'd make a motion for a
directed verdict. The :State has the bukden of proving all
the elements of €SC third.

What there has been ‘zero evidence of is that ‘there

was intent of arousing the child and/or himself. There

are conflicting statements whether a touching oé&curred and

the location of the alleged abuse. However, half of the
élements ‘goés directly to intent; that it was done for the
arousing of a child and{or'Himselfifor‘whichfﬁhefe’s‘béén
absolutely zere ewvidence. on.

MS. MAJOR: *Xour(ﬁbnot, it's the State's position
that'ius;abased on the nature of the victim's testimony on
the stand and the wideo that the juxry can infer.that this
touchirg was done for the, intent of arousal. It was done
in secret. It was touching on a private area. It was
rubbing: .She was told not to tell.

S0 in. the light most favorable to the State, I 'would
argue that there is evidence to send it to the jury.

THE COURT: AlL right. I think there's sufficient
testimony and evidence for it to be perused by the jury.

So I'm going to go ahead and deny your motion.

ALl right. It is 11:30. You've got one witness?
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1 MR. MUSSETTO: I do, Your Honor.

2 THE COURT: How long is —

3 MR. MUSSETTO: Probably ilong.

4 THE COURT:. Pretty long. ‘Longer than an hour probably?
5 MR. MUSSETTO: Absolutely.

6 THE CQURT: Betwéen'direct examination and cross,

7 | it's probably going to be about an hour  and a half or.so?
8 MR. MUSSETTO: Probably:

9 THE COURT: All right. Well, let me just ask this

10 ’ question. I glways —= sincglthatis.the-gnlyﬂwitness you
11 have; -and I want to make sure that -- "I -just don't want to
12 break.it:up and, you know- -— SO ;5u —— you could start now
13 and we can go until about —- we're looking at probably

14 1:00, based upon what I'm just —— what you were just

15 saying; is that right?

16 (WHEREUPON, there was no verbal response.)

17 THE COURT: Then we ‘could break for lunch ‘at that

18 time. And then let y@uédo-clpsing arguments when you, come
19 back and go forward.
20 | So ‘what I'm suggesting is ~- and you tell me. I

21 mean, -you can put:- him up now and go to 1:00 or -— what's
22 your preference?
23 MR. MUSSETTO: We can keep going, Your Honor.

24 THE COURT: Let's keep going:
25 All iight. Very well.
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Bring them back in.

MS. MAJOR: Your Honor; if T may have a bathroom -

THE :COURT: Hold oh. Hold won a seﬁohd;

MS. MAJOR: — a .bafhreoom break.

THE COURT: Okay. .I forgot about bathroois,

Let's take about a five-minute bathroom break. And
then we'll. get back.

(WHERFEUPON, a break was taken:)

THE COURT: All right. Anything glse before we bring
the jury out?

MS. MAJOR: ©Nothing from the State, Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right. Bring the jury out.

(WHEREUPON, the jury came into open court &t

approximately 11:41 a.m.)

THE COURT: 1Is the Defense ready to proceed?

MR. MUSSETTO: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right. Call your first witness.

MR. MUSSETTO: Your Honor, I would call Michael
Sullivan.

THE CLERK: Mr. Sullivan, please, ‘come forward.

If you'd, please, put your left hand on the Bible and

raise your right hand.

WHEREUPON,

MICHAEL ANTHONY SULLIVAN,

after first having been duly sworn, testified as follows:
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THE,-CLERK: Thank you.

Please: be seated.

8ir, please, state your namé& for the record.
THE WITNESS: Michael Anthony Sullivan.

THE CLERK: Thank.you.

DIRECT EXAMINATION

- BY MR. MUSSETTO:

Mr. Sullivan, how old are you, sir?

I dm 53 years old.

And ‘where were you born?

I WéS~boiﬁ_and‘raiSed in Greenville, Socuth- Carelina.
Okay. Who were your parents?

My .parents is Carolyn Wofford and William Sullivan.
Okdy. Do you have any siblings?

I do. I have two girls and one boy.

And how old are your kids?

b o B T T« T I o I )

My —— my oldest is 27 at ‘the moment. My middle child
is ——"ig 24. And my youndest son is 22.

Q What ‘did your parents do for work?

A Well, they —- they owned their own business. They
ran —— they ran, 1like, .a guest house, so to speak.
Basicdlly —- basically, like a sémi-motel, bring guests in
for those who was coming in town or really just needed a
place to -- t6 live. That's the kind of work that my

‘parents was into.
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209.

Okay. Did you growup in the upstate?
I did.

Okay. Whére'd you ‘go to schoosl?

P o B S o

Middie school -- I'went'to=ieégue Middle School. T

graduated: from J.L. Mann High School right bhexe:in the

upstate.

Q Okay. Did you go -te any collége?

A ‘No, sir.

Q Okay. What'd you do after high school?

A T went straight to work.

Q  Okay. Where. did you start working?

A I -—— I —— I .spent the first few years in the

restaurant industry. ' I did that for, like, two or three
years. From there,” I've been iﬁ mqnufacturing evér .since.
Q Okay. Can you kind of go over with the jury what
your manufacturing background is?

A Well, my manufacturing background is —- is mainly

-machine operator or either a forklift -operator.

Q Okay. And what companies have you worked for and for
what duration?
A Most -- most of my employment was with -- with a

company'in'Greenville -— well, actually, Spartanburg. 1

worked —— I worked for BMW. I -~ I was their material

handler, basically, drove a forklift practically all day.

T had a few other jobs in between that up until- this date
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right here.

Q

A

Qkay. Where are you currently working?

I aii «ccurteiitly working for a. distribution cénter in

the Greer'area, which is called -Speedway Distribution.

S G TR e - VR < S VR S VH

=

- ol I I e

Q
A

Q

And what do you do “for: them?
I am & material handler.
Okay. How long have you been at that job for?

There, it's going on one year Tow:

Okay. Are you full-time?

I‘qm.

Okay. How many times have you been married?
I’ve ‘only been married twice.

Ckay. When were ybuwfirst married?

T first got married, I want té say, in the- year 2000.

was married.

The first time?

First time.

Okay. .And who were you married £o?

Okay. And how long did you date Gwen for?

We dated for about -- I.want to, say about- two years,

‘maybe threé years.

Okay. But Gwen isn't the mother of kids?

Yes.

Gwen. is the mether of your kids? '
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together 18. We —- wé -- no, I take that back. We Wwas,
actually, married. 18 years. So in tokal all, we was
together for about like — maybe; like; 20 something
years.

Q . Okay. I think your dates might be wrong. Because
you: said that you got —- you married her in 2000.

A Well, we =— -well, that's when we went to —— that's
when we went to;ChaIidtfe.l I'm serry. It eoiuld have
been -- it could have beén back in '87, if I1'm fot

mistaken.

Q Okay.
A Yes, yes. I'm sorry.
Q Okay. I know you're nervous.

50 you were married in the 80s to Giwen?
Yes, 'yes.

You had some kids -with Gwen?

Yes.

Three kids?

Three kids.

© oo O

And -did you help raise them to adulthood with Gwen?
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-\ Gwen -is the mother of my kids.

Q' Okay. And you have how many kids with Gwen?

A Three. ‘

0 Okay. And how long were you married to. Gwen for?

A We '::w.as married for -about, like, 18 -- well, we &as
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A Gh,,ges, sir.

Q  Okay. What are your kids doing currently?

A ﬁy,oldést -— my oldést is.in New York. Right ——
right after she: graduated college, she moved te New York.

And she's been there ~- she's been there ever since. My

‘middlie childﬁ_she’s in .-~ she's. in the Army. She's in the

reserves. ,AndfmyﬂMidHle,;— my son, he's employed at -- at
a Walmart in Atlanta.

Do you. see them frequently?

No, .sir.

Do 'you talk to théem freguently? '
I,taik:to-myﬂSOn often.

Okay. And then you .and Gwen. got divoerced?

Yas§.

’

Qkay. And how long were you single before you

Lo R A o B 2 T s

started dating Pat?

A How long was I single? T would say about —- about
twoiyears-l was single.

Q Okay. And how did you and Pat first meet?

A Oh, I was -— T was —— I was. coming back and forth
from Charlotte to Greenville.

Q Did your work take you to Charlotte?

A Myuwife‘s:job-transferred to Charlotte.

Q So Gwen's wife —— Gwen's job transfertred?
A

That's correct.
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PO OB o0 B0

Q Okay. find what did .she do for work?

k  Gwen, 'she —— she work for a -- a telephone company.
which is ~- which is called Concord Télephore.

So .how long were you in North. Carolina for?

1 wag in North Cdrolina about seven or eightrYQarﬁg
Were you divorced in North Catolina?

I was divorced in North Carolina. That's correct.
And then you remained in North Careclina?

I femaiﬂéd,in North Carolina‘for about ~- 1'd say
about'a'cpuple of years. I remained there.

Q  And you said this was the Charlotte area?

A Yes.

Q Okay. And then you were single. And then you got to

-meet Pat?

A That's correct.

Q And how'd you meet Pat?

A T .met Pat ‘whern 1 ‘was coming back and forth. from
Charlotte, mainiy --.mainly on the weekends that I

woild -~ that I would come down to Greenvillé. lBecause I

had familyi Arnd T would‘tj and 1 would come to see

“family. And Pat -~ Pat and my sister were best friends.

And when I came .down to sée'my family, I met Pat.
Q Okay. And how long did you and Pat date for?2
A Me and Pat dated for about; like, a year of so.

Q  And 'y all got married inh what year?
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A I want to say probably —- probably "09, we got
married.

@  Okay. If I said it was 08, would you disagree with

‘me?
)% Well,; I ._cgme hone —- I came back home in '07. So it

was Between 4—-it'was'betWeeﬁ '08 and '09.

0 Okéy. Can you describe the dating relationship that
you and ‘Pat had?

A It was —— it was'—é it wasugo&d at first. It'waé
good thfirst. Things ——'thinés‘WaSp—— things was smooth.
And a£ the latter end, it got kind of -- it got kind of

rotten. It got kind of .shaky.

Q Later end of dating her or Yater end of the marriage?
A The later end of thée marriage.

Q 'Gkay. Tet's talk,aboqt justAthe_&ating. So you. were

dating her for approximately a yeéar before you got

married? .

A Yedh, wyeah. We dated for .about, like, a year.
Q Okay. And where'd y'all gét married?

A Wéwgot‘marfied‘in*—é‘in Greenville..

Q Okay. What type of. ceremony was it?

A It was % church cteremony.

Q Where at?

A He éot_——‘we-gpt:mapried at Fairforest Baptist
church.
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Q Okay.. Did'y‘all go en a honeymoon?.

A No, sir.

@  Okay. Youand Pat don't havée any kids together?
A’ NQ}

Q OQkay: How many ¢hildrer does Pat have?

A Pat has four kids.

Q Do you. know their names? -

A Oh, 'yes, sir.

Q All right. What are their names?

a ‘She has three girls and one son. .The cldest -- the

oldest child is Tameka Williams. The other child is
ShErickachNatt. And the oihér‘chiid is Janie Williams.
And her son is Brandon Williams.

Q How would you.describe Pat and her family as a —- as
a unit, in general?

A Oh, they're —- they're close.

Q Okay. How would you describe your relationship prior
to these allegations with Pat and her family?:

A Prior —— prior to the allegations, theg was good.

0 Okay. Tell me more about what you. would do with
either Pat Qr.withAthe kids.

A Oh, me and Pat, we —-- we spent -- we spént a lot of

time at the casino. I didn't —— I'm =- I'm not really
into bingo. So I didn't never —— I did it once or twice.

That didn't last very long because that's not my thing.
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Me and Pat, we —- when we were —— when we were dating,

we —— we went out te the nightclub a lot.

I got —— I §ot‘a change of heart once I —- once I,
turned:my life over to Christ. Once 1 turned my iife- over
to- Ghrist, those:'things no long were exciting. So I
stopped. I stopped going out to the clubs. BAnd T was
more intonﬁhe.churchr She -- she —— she comtinued so
much- -- not so much in the c¢lubs she continued, but she --
she loved her bingo.

And as far as — as far as for the kids, I mean,

‘'we —-— we .did some things together. We —— we -always went

out. for —— for dinner after service. Like every -- like

every other Sunday, we was always out after -- after

service.
Q And vyou said that you were acktive in the .church.

What chuich was that?

A At .Fairforest Baptist church.

-Q And that's the same church where y'all got.married?

A Th&ﬁfs correct.

Q - .Whén‘you say you were active in the church, how were
you. active in the. church? -

A I am & deacon at the. church and, .also, taught Sunday
school —- -adult Sunday .school.

Q Ahd how long did you do that for?

A T want- to say, at Jdeast, six years or so.
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0 Had: you ever held a posiﬁion;at a Churéhﬁbefére?
A No, sir.
Q  Okay. This was your first time?
A Thatfs correct.
Q Okay. Do you still.go to that church?
A No. |
Q Whyé
A And T miss it.
Q Why don't you.go to that church?
| A I —— I was —— I was court ordered not to —— not to be

‘within the vicinity of the -- of the Plaintiff. So with

that being said, I had to -- I had to step down.my

position.

Q Do you go to 4 different church now?

A Yeah. I -- I attend a church in Fountain Inn,
Fountain Inn, South Carolina. I -- I really miss —— I

really miss Fairforest.

Q
A
Q
A
Q

A

say,

What church de yow attend in. Fountain Inn?
01d Shady Oak -~ Old Shady Oak Baptist Church.
And do you serve in any positions at that. church?

Ne, sir.

Okay. Can you, please, describe your marriage to Pat

when it was good and how it was good?

[

We -— we had.a lot of fun together. We -- like I

we would go out to eat. We'd go téo the casino. She
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o
A
Q
AT am
0
A
Q
A

loved. to gamble. She'd spend more money than we'd make.
But we — we just —— we, basically, just -- we didn't

do‘tobfmuch-tOgetherEi‘We —_ WerélwaYSJwantédatd do

really -- really -- really what she wanted to do. I'm

a -~ I'm, basically;: & home body; yol know. I -- I watch

my -- I watch my-.sports. Ahd.Ilwdtcthy‘——'my'mbvies_

0 Okay. And when did you and Pat start having

probleiis?
A We started having problems, I want to say, like,:

the -- the last four years of the marriage on the -- on
the latter end of'théaﬁérriageh Bé&cause, likes I say, I —--
I didn't want to party anymore. I didn't want to go to
the casinos anymore, you know. Seg we kind of like -- we
kind. of 1ike —— there's distance from ‘each otﬁéi_:“We‘was
there with each ‘other, but we wgsﬁﬁt there.

And ‘you're still technically married to Pat?

I am.

Even today?

Okay. Does Pat have any siblings?

Does Pat have any siblings? Yes.

Okay. Who are those-siblihgs?

Like I stated-before, her oldest daughter is Tameka
Williams —-

0 No. Who are her brothers and sisters?
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*

A -éﬁ?-whb are Pat's?
Q  Correct,
A T -d6h't —— she has. a —— she. Kds &fﬁfSﬁEffEY’thé‘hamé

of: Sharon: Black.

Q Sharon Black?

A - Yeés.

Q Okay. Does she have any_brotﬁers or sister? I mean,
excuse me. Does she have any brothers?

A Not to my recollection.

Q Okay. . Tell me about Sharon Black.

A I think ~— Ir think -— I think T got along,on & -- on
a-—1T gof.alOng‘wftﬁgher from the —— from the first part
of the ‘marriage. But on the latter end of the. marriage,
she would —- she -- for Some reason, she came -- dislike
toward me, I guess, because of my transition, you know. I
guess ——'I guess —— I don't know.

Q Okay. And*wéu;d you ;nd her ever have disagreements?
A Yes, all the time.

Q  Bbout what?

A Basically, it's -— it's like I didn't want. to -—"1I
didn't never —- I didp't ever want to do anything:.with her
Sister anymore. I £Ean,‘you know, she'd call me boring;
you know. ‘She always --":she always accused me of net --
of not being a good provider, you know; which: I did the

best I can with what I had.
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,She-always threatened me. Every -- and this is on
the latter end of the marriage, four years up until this
day that -- she always would say that you —-that you guys
won't be together long. That's what she always said every
Sunday wheh we went ¢iitt to eat. She always said that you
guys won't be together lorig.

Q And when she was referring to "you guys," you took it
as you and Pat?

A That's correct.

Q Okay. And what wopld.yourz:espgnse be -when she would
say this to you?

A I would. shun it off. Because I didn't -- I didn't ——
I didn't see no problem besides her always going out to
bingo. I mear, she'é always —-- I didii"t see :no preblem in

that. But for her —- for her to say that, it was very

hurtful. I didn"t really know what —- I didn't really

know what she was meaning when she said it.

0 Did you feel that she was supportive of your marriage
to Pat?, )
A At the -- at tﬁenbeginning of it, she was..

Q Do -you know. if she would express these same concerns
to Pat?

A Oh, yes.

0] Did Pat ever tell you or accuse you of not being a

good providex?
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A  #ll -- on the latter end of the marriage, she always
told me that T was lacking, you know. She always told me
that T was always Hroke. I don't make erough money. T
understand she -was the breadwinner. She do have a good
job: I understand that: But she always accused:ée-Of
not —— 6f not —— of not being the provider that she
thought I was going to be.

Q Would you contribute to the monthly bills?

A With what I had.

Q Would you pay them.yourself or give them to Pat -- or

give the money to. Pat?

I give the money to .Pat.

And then éhe‘d spend the money?

Yeah.

Would you give her your whole check?

It was in the bank.

Okay. Was it deposited into a joint account?
It was.

Okdy. When ‘was ﬁﬂ:born?

o o B .~ I o TR o R

ww was born, I want to say;'likeﬁ'in —— let me geﬁ my
dates right.

Q Was she born afteér your maririage to Pat?

A After the marriage?
Q Correct.
A

No. She was -- she was -- she was born during the
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marriage.

Q  Was she born after your wedding ceremony?

A Shé was born after -- aftér our wedding cerémony,

that's correct.

0 Okay: Was she —— do you think she was born around
20107

i That sounds about right.

Okay. And jji§ is the daughter of who?

B is the daughter of Tameka Williams.

Okay. Tell us about Tameka Williams.

S o B L )

She's a great mother. She®s —- she's an awWwesome
provider: She'll do —-.shé'll do ‘anything for her
daughter.

Q Okﬁy. Did ‘you ge% to know hetr over the course of
your marriage to Pat?

A OH, yes, yes. We -- we —-— we went to church
together, 'sung in. the Same choir tqgéther: Like I say, we
always waﬁt out to eat after service. So we —- we had
somg interaction ‘time. . She always conie over to the -house,
you know. She always bring her —— bring her baby over for
us to watch. So we -- we got very acguainted.

Q ‘Would you sdy you were closé to Tameka?

A I would say so.

Q . Was she close to Pat during this time?

A

Yes.
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at least, four, five times during the week:

0  And How long after ] was born did you and Pat start
watching her?

A How -- what's the question ‘again? I'm sorry.

Q Sure. HQW-long after i was born did you and Pat
start looking after her?

A Oh, we —- what, after two months. After -- &after her
birth. We was —— we —— 1 always —— we always played a
part in .‘*s ﬁpbrinfg'i’r'lg.

Q And was she. the only grandchild that Pat had at the
time?

A - That's correct.

Q  End then ] would have been your step-grandchild?

A . That's correct.

Q Okay. What was Pat's interaction with s upon il
being born?

©h, it was very —— it -- it was good.

Was, she happy' to.be a grandmo‘tﬁer?

Oh, yes. She was — she was very excited.

Did she go to the hospital for fi§'s birth?

She was there.

Did you go to the hospital for filj*s birth?

h R e S VI < S R o S~

If I'"m not mistaken, I was thére. I think I took off

MICHAEL ANTHONY SULLIVAN-DIRECT BY MR. ‘MUSSETTO . 277 .223
Q #nd 'how" often would you see- Tameka.on a weekly basis?
A On a, weekly basis, T would say I saw —— I, saw Tameka,
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work.
Q  Okay. And then how many months after i was born did
y'all start watching Her?

A I want to say, at least, about =- about the second

month.-

0 Okay. And how' did it transpire that y'all started
watching -her? |
How did it transpire?
Correct.
.When ﬁeka went back to work.
And when you say "Meka," you're refegring_to Tamska?
Tameka. IimTSOrry;

A

Q

A

Q

A

Q

A That's correct.
Q Okay. .Hnd:where was she working at.the time?

A I've -always known her to work at BMW.

Q And what shift would she work?

A She would —- sheiwouldtworg at'night.

Q What -- and you qﬁd}Pat worked during thée day?

A That's correct.

Q  What -- approximately what time would Tameka drop i
off "in the evenings?

A I would say around -about —— around about 5:00 or
6:00, yeah, around about .5:00 or 6:00.

0 Had 'you helped raise an infant before?
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A Oh, yes, sir.
And when did that happen?
A I got -— as I stated, I got -- I got thiee Kids of my
own, you know. .I raised them —— raised them from birth.
Did you changée their diapers?
Oh, yes, &ir.
pid you change-ﬁ“’srdiapers?
‘No, I did not.

Who -- who changed fili's diapers?

oo B 0, B

Pat —— Pat normally does. that. I_don‘tw;—‘I!d‘db
it. —=- I'd do it every now and then; you.knbw. I'm

not a =~ I'm ﬁot‘a didper man.

Q Would you change fjli}’s diapers .occasionally when Pat
was at bingo?

A I —= I would.

Q When you'd notice she had a dirty diaper?.

A Yes.

Q Okay. And'on:——~When_ﬂﬂ'was an infant, how often.
would ydu and Pat watch

A ﬂhen-ﬂﬁ was an infanE! like I say, we had her when

she was' —— when she started coming over to the house in

about,: 1ike, her Secorid month. We —- wé wattched her

pretty much. a lotnwheﬁ"~— when she:ﬁad to go to work.
Q Did she have a crib at your house?

A No..
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Q Where would sleep when she was an infant?
A She would sleep —— she would — we would put her. on

the. couch wheh she was -- well, W&'ve .got a &duch in the
room. So —= so we would ——= we would lay her on the couch.
Who provided BRR food when she was an infant?

Oh, we both did.

Q
A
0 Wﬁen'gou say "we both did," who's ﬁe?
A Me and —- me -and Pat.

o) You would use your own money to buy jij food?

A Not —- not.a whole lot. The mother would always have
theé nécessities that she neéded.

Q Okdy. And you, and Pat watched Jjj over the course of
years?

A 04, vyes, Sir.

Q How .many years did you and Pat watch her for?

A All the way up until this allegation.

Q Okay. obviously, got to be clder where she could

" walk, talk?

A Yes.

. Q Did 'you ever call Tameka and ask, Hey, can I come-

over and-.get _

A I —— I have. I have done .it.

Q How would —- what ‘would you.do with [k

A We would -— we would go get ice c¢ream or I'd take her

to the-park, you know. A lot of times, wé —- we'd watch
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the ball game together. I think I turned her into a
Clemson fan. .

And how often would you and | do things tegether?
How often?

Correct.

I would say at least —-- at least, every weekend:
Okay. And where would Pat be?

At birngo.

Okay. How many -- on an average week, how many times
would she go to bingo?

A There's seven days in the week. 'Pat went five days a
week.

Q And how long does bingo last?

A From at least -- I want to say -- she calls it the
early game, like, 6:00 p.m. uptil, 1like, 11:00 at night.

Q 'bkay, 'And.yqq said that she did that five out of
seven days a week?

A Yes, sir..

Q And the other ——'and during those days when she was
at bingo, you would,. Eypically, be at the. house?

A I'd be at the house.

0 ‘Watching either moviés or TV -- or sports?
A That's correct.
Q Would you say that you were an active grandfather ox

step-grandfather in fi§"s life?
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Oh, yes,. yes, sir.
Would you say that Pat was an active grandmether in

AINDR ;' S li;ﬁe'?

E ° -

When:-she was there.:

Was il bonded with you?
Oﬁy'yes;

Were, you bonded with
Yes, sir.

Tell the jury about. that.

=0 o O O

We -- we —— like I said, we -~ we did things
together. We'd go out -- go out to the park. 1I'd take
her to the park, take her to go get ice cream. Often. --
sometimes, I'd -- T would take her to schoel. So we had
some bond time ‘there.

Q  Whep .did you ‘start taking her to school?

A Mainly -- mainly when she was, like, maybe when she
was iikéjfiVe, I wani to say, four or ‘five. And that's --
that's Ve%y rare%y, theugh. That™s very rare.. Because
she’1ll -- she'll — she'll get off work. She'll gét off

work and she'll take B co school herself.

- Q What swas the .address of the hdouse you and Pat lived

in together?
A We lived in a couple of them. But. -— but. -—— before
this allegation, we -— we stay on [N
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Q0 Bnd referring to State's Exhibit Ne. 2, is this the

house?
A That's correct.

o) Gkay: And when did you and Pat first meve into that
house? :

A we first.moved.in | GGG »aot to say —-

maybe *12, 2012.

Q Qkay. Did y'all’'buy that house or did you rent that

house?
A I — we was renting.
Q@  Okay. And when y'all moved.in, was it just you and

Pat.in the house or did other pecple live there?
A Oh, there was -- there was her -— her kids and'my --

you Kknow, and her:

Q How many bedrooms was the house?
A It was a -— it vas, actually, a -— a three-bedroom

house. But we -- we.made some ﬁhings -- we switched §oﬁe
things around,;yqu.kﬁ0w; We had ;ike -— we _had, like,
thrée sitting areas in that house, which could be iUsed —-
which could be used.as a bedroom, if needed be.

Q So you said that &hep you moved ihi her kids -moved
in, too. Did all of them move in at the Same time?

A No. When we moved into the home, it was me, Pat,
Brandon, and Janie living there.

Q Who -—-
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A Shericka — Shericka was there once before she ‘moved
out.

Q  Okay. AAd you: said Brandon moved ifi when. y'all first
moved?

A-- Oh; yes, sir.

And whoé's Brandori?

Brandon is her  son.

Okdy. How old was Brandon when ‘he moved in?

= o I I ]

Brardon was about -- I wapt to say about: 12, 13,
something like that.

Q So a young teenager?

A Yes.

Q Okay. And how long did Brap&@n live with y'all for?
A qundon.live& Wwith. us until hé —- until he got his
own place. I think he 'got his. own place when he was,.
like —- I want to Séy; Tike, '19.

Q Okay. * Who else lived in'tﬁat house with y*all during
the period that -you and; Pat were together?

A Who else lived there? '

0 Correckt. -

A Like I say, -Shericka was there, you know, for a
while,. {intil sh& moved out. But everybody else ~-
everybody else remained.

Q How did you feel about Pat's children living in the

hotse with .you?
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purchased ‘a black Hornda Accord.

Q What kind of car were yOU'ariving during this time?
A T was driving a black Honda Accord. /

Q Do you remember when you first learned of these
allegations?

A Do I remember wlien?

Q  Uhhuh.

A I want to say it was baeck in "15.

Q Where. were you wheni you fibst ledrned about them?
A I was here in Greenville.

Q Well, specifically, what lcocation in Greenville?

A I was. — I was in Greenville, Greenville, Squth
Carolina. I was -- I was living -- I was living -- we was

living in — on | EGNNGNGEGE

Q Okay. How did you -first find out about these
allegations?

A It was through.a ——- it was through a phone call.
Q . Describe that phone call.

A Tameka came over on —— on one of her off dayg: It

didn't happen very too often. But on that particilar day,
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)} T didn't have no problem.

Q@  Y'all got along?

A Oh, we got :@léng great.

Q What kind of:car did Brandon drive during, this time?

A Wheni he was —- when he purchased his car, he -- he
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she came over. And.she'-- she —- she ‘had received a phone
call. .And 4n that phone call, she --.she got seme very
disturbing news. And it was directly at me. So that's’

when I -~ that's: when I learned of the allegation.

Q Was :she over for breakfast?
A She was over 'for breakfast. .She —— T —— T don™t

think, it 'was breakfast time. It was almost — it was

almost time for me to go to work. S0 it wasn't —- it

wasn't —— it wasn't breakfast time. It was, like, in the

afternoon.
Okay. Afd you said Tdmeka was at the house with you?
Yes.

Was Pat there?

Q

A

Q

A Yes.
Q bolypu remgmbgr-ghqt day‘of-?he:weak this occurred?
A I'm not -- I cdh’t recdll the date.

Q  All fight. And do you know who Tameka received a
call from?

A Shé -- she received @ phone call from jij*s —- jlj's
friend. She had —- she had spent the night over at her
friend's —- over at her friend’'s house. And she had
received a phone call.

Q End what were the ‘allegations in that phone call?

A The allegation was that I had been' —— that I had been

fondling her. And she —- and she —- and she told —- she
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told her friend's mom -about -- about the allegation.
Q Did ‘Tameka imme&iately confront you with those
allegations?

A | Oh, yes, sir.

Q And how did that go?

A She was —— she was very upset. She was Very upset.

And I can't —— I.can't blame her. I would have been

tpset, too, i1f somebody called me with this -- with this

type of —— this type of news.

Q Describe the .setting at this time. Tameka gets a.

call, she: confronts you. Just. describe everything that

Happéned.

A Oh, she was -- she was down in the lower part of the
house. The wéy the house is —- was built that you could
come through the garage which —— which we made it out of a
sitting area, a television, couch: ©nce you —-- once you
eriter into that room, that's -—- that's where she was at
when she received the phone call. If you -- if you

proceed up, it got a few Stairs &and you go up, which would

be-the‘kiﬁchen? the living room, and then our ‘bedrooms on -

back.

So whén she got the phoné call, she —- all. I hedrd
was screaming. Because I was in, the back room. And —=
and when she got to screaming, I_céme out. I c;me out of

the room and we met. We met in the hallway. And that's
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where =- that's when she was accusing me of —- of this
allegation.

Q  What'd you say to her?

A I was =— I —— I immediate¥y~told{her that’ —= that is
ridiculeous, that I-would never -ever do hothing like that
to my:g;andbaby.

o) Did Pat hear ‘this conversation?

73 Yes.

Q  -Whdt'was Pat saying at this time?

A She ‘was just -- she was really just really,
basically; liStéﬁing; -And she was asking'—— she Wés
aékinglfor us to calm down, yow knpw, basi¢ally, -her.
daughter. She was asking<herfdaughter to calm: down. And
I was -— I was —— T was really, basically, teiling.he£

}

that ain’t me. T don't —— I don't do stuff like that,

Q How would you describe Tameka’s mehtal state at that
#

time?

A Oh, she was —— she was -— she was —— she didn't —-

she didn't lose it. But She was -- she was aliost thére:
She. was almost there. And she —— she was in my- face.

Q Were 'you and’ Pat .able to calm her down?

A Not' -- not ‘réally. Not really.. She -- she —- shé

stormed out of the house. She was telling her =— she
told -- .she told the young lady to bring -- to bring the

child over' to her house, bring i over to- her house.
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Q  When you say the "young lady,” this is [UN"s

mother?

A Yes.

Q Gkay;' Where jji§ had been spénding the night?

A Yes. She 'had spent the night that night.

Q 'Okay“ And then what happened?

A She_lefti She was very upset whenﬂshé left, I —

that's when me and Pat started talking. And -- and she
was asking~me about it. And I was -- -and I was,
basically, telling her that ain't me. I don't —— I told
her, you khow.  ‘And she was like, Well -- weéll, why would
she say stuff like thHat?

And T was like, I really don't know, you know. I've
got an idea'but, you know.

We -- we proceeded to go —— she —— she called me.
Tameka called me. And she asked me to come over to the
house. So I went over immediately. I meaﬁ;:I~supposed to
have been at work at 3:00. rI called them on my way and
told then I was doirig to be late; you kriow.

She questioned me -at her house. She said’ she ‘was
going to. take WH to go ‘get seen about. I offered —— I

offered to ‘take her to go gét jj seen about. I was

willing to go to the doctor with -- with Tameka. That's

how -- that's how I was so much concerned about the

allegdtion.
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Q Tameka. said that ‘when you came over, you were acting
nonchalant.

A That's —— that's -- ho. No, T was —— I wids very
upset,, trying to. convince her that I -= that I don't do
stuff like that. I don't krow what's going on. I've: got
a —— got a notion, got .a -~ got & hint of what was going
on.. .

But™I was trying to -convince her that I don’t do
stuff iike that. &fd I'm willing to go with you to the
doctor. I'm willing te drive you, if you aon’t want to
drive just to — just to really prove my inhccence.

Did she take. you up -on that offer?

No, she did not.

So whete did you go :after that?

Q

A

Q

A I went to work.
Q Were you contacted again by’ Tameka?

A No.

Q .Did*yop and. Pat have- any folIow—qp conversations
about what happeneéd that day?

A Oh,; we did, ‘yes.

Q  .You felt liké she believed J§'s allegations?

B She —- well, her actions spedk louder than words.
She -- she said that she ‘didn't know what to believe. So
in that, she moved out the next day, not -- she —- she

didn't really want to —-- she didn’t really want to hear my
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side. She didn't =— she didn't really want to hear that I

didn't de: it. Her actions spoke louder than words.

Q And when Were you contactéd by Investigator Lyda?
A I was contacked =— I want to say about a few days
later. I don't think -a whole week went by that I was
contactéed.

Q Pid Investigator Lyda ask you to come to the law .
enforcement centet? -

A She did.

Q How'd that conversation go?

A She just, basitally, said that she was the -~ the

Prosecutor of the case .and she —- she needed me to come

down to the detentien center.

Q What did you~tell her?

A I said, You —- you make a date, I'll be there.

0 Ahd when did that interview gecur?

A Oon what day? What time?

Q Approximately how many days later after. you got the
phore call —- |

A I want to say —= I want to say, at least, about four

days, five days later after —r:aftersthe allegation.

Q Is it possiblé that she called you on a .Friday and
you showed up on a Monday?

A Tt sounds about right.

Q Okay. Did you go to that interview with a lawyer?
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1 A No, I did not.
2 Q Why'd: you want to go to that interview?

3 A -~ Beéause I -had mothing to hide. I wanted to —— I

4 wanted to do what was asked of me. I didn"t have nothing
5 to hide:

6 0 What did you tell -Investigator Lyda at the interview?
7 A I ——- I told her that it's -- it got-to be .someocne

8 h close to Wﬂ that's -- that's telling her to say these

9 ‘things. Because, like I said, on.-- .on the -- on the --
10 on :the latter ena-of the relationship, it was not good.
11 Q Wheri you say that somecdne close had to;be.teilin@‘ﬁw
12 these things, did you go into detail with Investigator
i3 . Lydp,éf‘ﬁho you believed might have been feeding her this
14 information?

15 A T did. fidid. I —— I —— I told her that it had to
16 be —— it had to be Pat, It had to be Pat or Sharon, her
17 sister.-

18 Q I'm going to hand you State's Exhibit No. 1. Can

18 - you, please; look dt that document.

20 A (Witngss complied.)

21 | @ What.is that document?

22 A It's a.text_méssage that I -- that I texted her.
23 Q When you say "texted her,” who is "her"?

24 A Tameka. -

25 Q And when did yoéu send Tameka the text niessage?
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A It says on the 18th, January the 18th, 2017,

Q Why .did you send that text message?

A Bec¢ause I sent that. —— I sent ‘that text because I was
confused .of the matter thét-waSngoing on. And -= and I
know that she wanted Soime. answers. So with that —— with

that text}qmy‘mindzis-all over. the place at that tine.

Q Had you met with Investigator Lyda yet?

A No.

Q Cai 'you read to the jury what you texted Tameka?

A Yes. I said, Hey,'Meka,-cali me, please. We both.
gettinq piayed by someone. close to the family. I said,
Think about it. The timing of the incident was too
perfect. Everything is going the way they planned it.
@  Whén you 5aid "timing 6f the incident,” whdt does
that mean?

A That means Meka came over .on one .of her off days,
which i§ very rare. But she's always -~ because 5he's
always tired. She want to get some rest, gou'know. She
don't come ovér too often Witﬁout-r—"without a probable
cause, you. know, droéping'—— dropping the baby off, or
whatever. But that particular day, she was there.

Q So after you met With,InVQstigétor Lyda, weré you

“then, subsequently, arrested?

A No.

Q- Okay. HoOw long after you met with:Investigator'Lyda
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were you&arrested?

A I spoke with her -— I want to say it had to be on a
Friday.: Because'l.caﬁﬁrémémberigbﬁﬁg'in dand 'telling —-—
and. telling my sﬁpérﬁisor'that'i?ve got. to go, I*'ve got to
leave, ‘When she —- when she called me and told-me té come
down to 'the station;: T --.I —— I —-- I went.

Q How hag these' charges effected your life the last two
years?

A It's been very difficult. It's been very difficult
financially, emotionally. It -—- I've.—— I've —— I've been
through so much. 1I've -- I've lost ny —— I lost my
apartmeht; I lest my car. Not. enly one car, I lost two
cars. It's been a very —— it's been a very rough two
years.

Q What do you want the jury to-know about these
allegatié@s against you?

A What I want the jury to know ‘is.that there's nco way
pqssible that I. would. do someﬁhingllike-thi55 I'ma —
I'm a —- hat I do, I do to please the Lord. BAnd if it
doesn't please the Lord, then I don't do it.

I know we all make mistakes, we all do.' There's no
one perfect, biit thé sonh. What I want you guys to know is
that -- I wouldn't say being framed, but I'm -- she —— I
hate the fdct that they -- they used a —- they used a

¢hild in order for her to walk away from mé. Don't -use —-




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

23

24

25

MICHAEL ANTHONY SULLIVAN-DIRECT BY MR. MUSSETTO 265

.don't use an inmocent child to do = to do what you,want

f
to do.
Q Mr. Sullivan, did yoéu stick your hand down the pants
ot Bl | |
A No, .I did not.

0 Did you ever sexually molest her?

A  No, T did not.

Q  Were you in‘the courtroom yesterday when il
testified?

A Yes, I was.

Q Did you hear Ler talk éb0ut how sometimes you woild

bounce her on your lap?®

A I heard that.

Q What's your .opinion of that?

A I was -~ I was sick to my stomach. It's -- I would
never do nothihg like that. That's not even my character.
Q When Brahdon was living at ﬁhe house, did Brandon
ever take driving?

Yes.

Where would they go?

They would —- they would go to the park.

How far away was the park ftrom ycur house?

It"s just right around the corner.

How often would Brandon take her to the park?

B0 O FE 0O o 0

Basically, whenever he had the chance, you. kilow. I
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mean, he%s ~- he's young. He's -- he's never at home: most

of the time. But when he's at heme, he -- he'd spend time
0 How often would. Brandon be there when you and |

would e at the house together?

A How often?
Q Correct.
A On a daily basis. I mean, he may not —-. he may not

stay, but he'd be there with us all the time.
Q And this was when Pat would be at bingo?
A That's correct.
Q SQ*it’ﬁould»be'yourand Brandeon in the house with ﬂﬁﬁ
A &hﬁtls correct. |
Q And T know that —— going gack. When i would come
over; would ;he:spend-the~night? |
She would.
Would she spend the night uﬁtil‘the next morning?

She would.

Her .mom would come pick her up when: she got off work.

A
Q
A
- Q And who would coine pick hetr up in the ﬁbrﬁihg?
A
Q

Every time that B would be dropped off .in the
evening; ddes that fean:she was going té be sléeping therxre
that evening and’.getting picked-up the next morning?

A Thgt}s correct..

Q Mr. Sullivan, is there anything ‘that I've not asked
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you here this morning that you would like to -tell the
jury?

A Yes. Y&u didn*t ask me what -- what -— what
conclusion did T come up. with that she: wanted to leave the
relationship. That -- that -- that question —- the answer
to that question is riot —- not -- before this- allegation,
the —- there’s a young man that attended the church. 1
don't want. to disclose his name. -He always came over to
the house. We watched the ball game together very often
on days —-— on days that I wasn't -- wasn't working. He
was definitely theére.

Timés that —— times that she wguld supposedly be at
bingo, she was .not. You ask me why, how I know., Because
I used to ride —— T used to ride up -~ I used to ride back
up to bingo to see if‘she-was-there. fhe car: was there;
but she wasn't.

You're probably'Saying how. —— how do I know this.
The. -—— the man in the church, one day after work, I got
off at 11:00, went t6 his house at 11:30., The Wway his
house is made, you.wquldfhave to;ﬂrive‘arouﬁd‘tb the back.
He never used the front door.

On one of —— I —— when I turned -—- when I weht
around, ‘this is —— this is a day that —- when, she moved
out of the house. She was no longer in the house. I‘was

there by myself. I wént to this young man's house when
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4

she supposedly .had been ‘at bingo and there her car sat in
his driveway at 11:30‘at night. T don't want to disclose
his name because of ‘the privacy ‘ef it:. I don't know how

long' -- I don't know how long the relationship had been

going on.

But I can tell you this, she used to call me when she

was at ‘bingo every-hour. on the hour, What are you doing?

'Ok, I'm just watching the ball game. The‘phone-céllsl
went from a phone call to a text. This is.a‘ébursé -
this is a pourse'over:moﬁths- .

The text let me Know that. she wasn't at bingo.
Because shie used to call and I could hear the numbers in
the background. You know how they“éall out the nunbers?
I could hear that on the phone call. But when she texted

me, I didn't know whether she was there or not. So when

* 'the texts -started coming, that's when I was led to-beligve

she wasn't there.

EI-:L-yﬁu ask me -- you're probably saying that how —-
how is that possible? Because, like I said; T Wwent "up
there on~nuﬁerqus.dccasions when she supposed: to have been
at bingo and she wasn't.

Q - ;ﬁouidwsheibé texting you on: these nights where she'd
said.tha{“she'ﬁas.at‘bingo and wasn't?
A She was supposed to héVe been at bingo, yés.

Q- And you went there and saw that she wasn't there?
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A What led mei'to believe she wasn't there?

Q Correct,

A I would —— I Would sométiimes ride up there. I mean,

not —- not every day. I, wouldn’'t do it every day. I
probably would do. it like twice & -- 1 probably would do
it, like, twice & week. Two days out -of the week, I -~ I
would do that.

MR. MUSSETTO: Mr. Sullivan, please answer any
guestions that Ms. Major has for you.

THE WITNESS: Thank you.

THE 'COURT: .All right. What we're going ‘to do.
We're goihg to go ahead and break: for lunch.

And I'11 let .you pick up cross-examination when we
return.

Ladies and gentlemen of the jury, we're going to
break for lunch right now. And I"m going to ask that you
be assembled in your jury room by —— no later than maybe

10 minutes after-2:00. I think that would give you time

-enough to do that.

A
So, please, ma'am{.and; please, sir, do not discuss

the case with each other. Don't discuss the case with

anyone.. And if you take aﬁy=ﬁotes}fmake sure you leave
your note.pads in the jury room. And I'll see you back
around 10 after 2:00,

Efijoy your lunch.
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1 (WHEREUPON, ‘the jury was excused from. gpen court at
2 approximately. 12:37 p.m.)

3 THE .COURT: All right. Anything befoie we break for
4 Iunch? '

5 . MS. MAJOR: No, Your Honor.

6 MR. MUSSETTO: No, Your Heonor.

7 - "THE CQURT:‘ A1l right. Z&nd, sir, you can come down.
8 -.And.-;'y@ur lawyer will --

9 . . You'll talk.to him -about ‘what he can talk about and.
10 what he can't.
11 MR. MUSSETTO: Sure.
12 ‘THE. COURT: . All right. We'll reconvene at about five
13 o::iO-minutes after é;OO.

14 (WHEREUPON, ‘a. lunch break was taken.)
15 _ THE COURT: Anything before we bring the jury back?
16 MS. MAJOR: No, Your Honor-.

17 THE COURT: Mr. Mussetto, anything?

18 MR. MUSSETTO: Neo, Your Honor.

19 THE COURT: All right. Bring:the jury back.

20 (WHEREUPON, the jury came inte open court..at

21 approximately 2:12 p.m.}

22 " THE COURT: A1l right. Cross-examination.

23 MS. MAJOR: Yes, Your Honor.

24 THE COURT: I'm sorry. Mr, Sullivan, come back up.
25 And you're still under oath.
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THE WITNESS: Yes, sir.

'CROSS-EXAMINATTON
BY MS. MAJOR:
Q Mr. Sullivan, I'm Elizabeth Majer, as you -- as
you've heard me introduce myself.

Let's first start with some things that we can agree
on. So you and Pat watched jjij -as a baby; is that correct?
That's correct.

All right. And this was while Tameka was at work?
That's correct.
And y"all would watch hef often?

That's correct.

O X OO ¥ OO M

And that -- that went -~ that schedule continued up
until these allegations?

That's correct;

Okay. You and jij had a goed relationship?
We did.

Okay. Did she appear to love you?

‘Oh, yes, ma'am.

Did she appear to trust you?

Yes, ma'am.

Would youn take hér to go get iceé cream?

I did.

Would you take her to the park?

- O TR VI . T e B T o Y.

Yés, ma'am.
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0 All right. Weuld you go and pick her up from
Tameka's house?

A I -—- I would.

Q dkay. Alone in the car?

A "I have.

Q  All tight. Is that how it would usually be when you
would take her to .go do those fun things?

A Yes.

Q Would-you call Tameka and ask to come pick her up?

A T would.

Q Okay. At the house, would you watch ] ‘when she was

alone?

Q Yes.

A Yes.

Q Okay. And would that be when Pat would go pldy
bingo?

A She would —- she wodld,normally\be at bingo, ves.
Q Okdy. You drove a black Honda Accord?

.\ I did.

Q All right. Does WW'have any reason to make these
allegations up against you?

A Do she have any reason?

Q Jqst,ﬁi as herself, 'did she love you?

A Yas.
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Q bid :she trust you?

4 She did.

Q Did she hate you?

A No.

0  Does .she have any reason to make these allegations
up?

A She don't have a reason, no.

Q Okay. Pat always worked at thé post office while
y'all were married?

Yes, ma'am.

And was she ‘a good employee from what you could tell?
Yes, ma'am.

She made steaéy,mgney?

She did.

Did she make good money?

She made good money.

o S oI B - o B

All right. You said that she was the bread winner in
the relationship?

A She was.

Q ‘Ail-right; And Tameka —— Tameka Williams, 'she —
from how you've described her was an excellent mother -—
or is —— and is an excellerit mother?

A Yes.

Q A1l right. Would she bring over any —- would she

bring over il in —— in good condition? Was filj clean —-
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O OB ©

oh, yes,. ma'am.

—= when she: would bring her over there?

Yes, ma’'aim.

WQuld‘She“provide,éor'her?

She would.

Did she love

Yes.

Would she ever do anything to hurt Jig

No.

And what abéut Pat? Was she a good grandmother?

-

HOo P o0 OF OO M O B oo

She was.

Does: 'she love Rl
She does,

Okdy. So6 now, let’s move on to some things that: I
just want to clear up. You said your marriage was rocky
for ‘the last four years. of your marriage?

A About: the latter —- the léttEI'par£~of the mafriage,
yes. - : ‘

Q  Okdy. - So thése allégatitns came out in 2017;
correct?

A The allegations camée out in "i5 —- 2015, if — if I'm
riot mistaken.

Q Not- when the allegations -- not when she says it!

" _happened. But -- but when were you arrested for this —-

or wheh weré you served with warrants for this?
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remember things sometimes;, isn't it?

A Yesd, it is.

Q It is hard. Okay. So did these allegations come
out —— so, the last four years. And these allegations came
out in 2017; correct?

A The dllegations came out inm 2017. [

Q | Gkay. So would.you say from 2013 to 2017, your
marriage was rocky?

A I — yes.

Q And what do you mean by "rocky,? like the brink of
divorce rocky?

A She -- she was -- she was -always —- always.
complaining about I Qidq't make enough money.

Q Did .she marry you for your money?

A I wouldn't —— I wouldn't say.-that. I wouldn't say
that. She -- she -- When we first got together, I -—- I ——
when we was dating, I -- I used to =- T used to treat her
very well, you know. From what.I had; I — I ‘treated her

L)

well.
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A I”waht.to:say it was in the year 2015.

Q  Okay. So four years ago?

A Ne, 46, no, ne, No.

Q Wé!xe- in 2019. I know it gets -—

A '17. I'm —— I'm sgrry.

Q@ I know. Years snéak up oh us. And it's hard to
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Q Well, you, .also, gave her what you had when y'all

were married; right?

A Yes.
Q Gkgy: And so. rocky -= I=meanL:What are we talking

about herg,. like, more than just regular financial
troubles? ©Or was thererfighting'every night? Was there
divorce talk? .

A The fighting -- the fighting —-- thie fighting always

‘'was about money.

Q And how often was the fighting?

A I would say at least -- at least; thrée or four times
out. of the week. W& always discussed bills and money,
that I'm-not -- that I'm not making enough money.

Q  Okay. But you didn't tell Ifvestigator Lyda that
your relationship was rocky for the last. four years, did
you, in that interview?

A I don't recall.

Q Okay. Would it -- would you. agree that —-- that you
didn"t mention having a -= a rocky mqrriage?

A I -1 - I can*t remember if I -- if I said in the
interview that -- that -- that the relationship was rocky
of not on 'the latter part.. I 'don"™t remember.

Q But is that what you're describing it now today as —-
how are you describing your marriage? Those last four

years,. How are you deséribing it?




10
11
12
13
14

15

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

MICHAEL ANTHONY SULLIVAN-CROSS BY MS. MAJOR 307

253

A

T'm -- I'm describing it that it was -- it was —- we

was constantly always talking about money.

Q
A

Talking?
Fighting, arguing about the bills, about the money.

she was on the verge of just really ending the

relationship because Qﬁfmoney.

Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A

But you didn't tell Investigator Lyda that, did you?
I can"t recall.

Okay. This Sharon Black, she is who? Pat'!s sister?
It is ‘Pat's sister, that's correct.

Does Pat have any other sisters?

The only sister that I know of is -- is Sharon.

Oka"y -

Ne. Sharon and ~— I'm sorry Sharon Renee Williams

that I -- that I -- that I know of:

Q

A

Q

A

Q

'That’s-all_ydu know. Would it surprise you if she

had more siblings than that?

Ne. It wouldn't suiprise me,

Okay. Does she have any brothers?

No.

Okay. No brothers.: But she niay have some other

sisters out there, but you know of Sharon Black?

A

Q,

I do' know of Sharon, Black.

Okay. BAnd Sharoh Black did fiot like you, i% that
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your testimeny?
A That is -- that is my testimony.

Q  Okay. Do you recall telling Investigator Lyda that

:everyquyiin the Eém&ly‘loves'youf that, 'you don't have a

problein with anybody?

a I don't recall that.

Q - Okay. Would it surprise you if you told her that
everybody loves you and 'that you don't have a problem with
anybody -in the family?

3 What's the question ‘again? I'™m sorry.

Q Could you have told Investigator Lyda that you don't

have a-problem with‘anybody in the family?

A I don't -- I don't —— I don't recall saying that --

that I 'had any problems with anybody. But I did -~ T. did
point out the fact that —- that me and Sharon Black was
always -- at the latter part of the relationship, we
always was at each other. -

Q Okay- And did xgﬁvtell Investigator Lyda that Sharon
Black may be behind this?

a I did.

Q Do you remeniber Investigator. Lyda saying, Well, let

e, follow-up on' that? -And what did you say to that?

A She never —— she never said that she would follow-up

on it..

Q Isn't it true-that you told her, Don't follow-up-
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Don "t qo-there; Don't ask her. Don't get her #nvolved.
Didn't you tell Investigator Lyda that?

A I did not say that.

Q :So;you'Ie.denying that you told Investigator --
Investigator Lyda, Donm't get Sharon involved, she doesn’'t
even knéw anything about this?

A Are you saying that I told the investigator not to
pursye Sharon Black?

Q Yes.

A No. I -— I —- I.mentioned te her that —- that :Sharon
Black could be possibly behind this allegation.

Q And Investigator -- and Investigator Lyda. told you —-
did she tell you that she was going to follow-up on that?
A No. She did mot tell me she was doing to follow-up
on that.

Q She didn't tell you that she was going te follow-up

on it and you did not say, Don't get her involved?

A No. I did not say that.

Q Okay. So we saw you get emotional oii the stand

taiking-about your church. Was that upsetting*to you?

A It's: —— it's very upsetting to me.

Q Okay. And what is upsetting about it to -you?

A I —— I —= because I love -— I loved the -- the fact

that I was sServing —- serving God, the Lord. The

peOpler—— the people there was -great. They elected me to
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be the Sunday school teacher. They -- they elected me to

be over -- over -- over a position in the church that. is a

very impottant tole..

Q Okay. And so you can get emotional at times as we've
seen; correct?

A That's correct.

0 Okay. Did you ever cry when you were first accused
of this?

A Yes, I did.

Q You cried when Tameka was yelling -at you?
A I did.
Q Okdy. Did you. cry when you went over to Tamska's

‘house?

A I was.
Q  You were crying?

A Very upsef,

Q | Okay. - And:so anx'charaCteriZatioﬁ of you being
nonchalant would be inaccurate?

§:Y That Wwould be wery inaccurate.

Q Okay. Did you cry when you talked with Investigator
Lyda about tﬁis? {

A I did get emotional.

Q Did ‘you cry when you talked to Investigator Lyda-
about this?

A I -~ I did. I'"m pretty sure T did.
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Q Okay. When -— when did you do that? Right when you
first walked in, -or do you recall?

A No. It was probably in the middle -- in ‘the middle
of the investigation that I broke down.

Q And how did you breaX down?

A I was very emotional, sobbing.

Q You were sobbing?

A We had to —- we had to actually -- we had to,
actually, pause for a -minute. |

Q Mr. Sullivan, you know that we have the recorded copy
of thisfﬁideo;'corréct? |

A Yes.

Q And would that fairly and accurately depict you
breaking down and sobbing?

A I can recall -= T can recall me getting emotional.

Q Would it show you breaking and sobbing?

A I don't recall.

0 Okay. When you wére‘first accused of this, isn't it

true thadt you asked Taméka, Why. are you going to bélieve a

six-year-old?

A No. That was not my statement.
Q That was not you¥ sStatement?
A No.

Q Okay. So any -- any statement by you about believing

a six-year-old would ' be inaccurate, why believe a
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six-year-old?

A
Q
iy

That was not my statement.
Okay. Whdt was your statemsiit?

-Mg statement -was to the fact that I wouldn't do

nothing like this:

Q
A
that
Q

when

ORI > T TR < S

Okay.
My, —— - my statement was to the fact that .it's crazy

the allegation. is here.

. And when did you -- that ‘was at yours and Pat's house

you first learned about this?

Yes. |

Okay. And then when did you break down crying?
When did I break down crying?

Yes.

I broke down crying'at —— at. Tameka's house.

Okay. But not at your house. I thought you just

said that you broke down crying wheh you were first

accused of this. No?

A

came
was,
this

when

Not —- not at -- at [ NN 1icr it first
-~ when the phone call first appeared. T was -- I
basically, trying to convince her that -- that

—- this is a crazy accusation. It"s when -- it's

she called me and told me to come over to the house.

And we was talking.

Q

Did yeu lock for candy in the candy bowl?
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A No, ma'am.

Q Okay. Were you there when Jjj said in front of you,
and in front of her mother what. she was. accusing you of?
Was I there?

Did you hear it2 Did you hear jji§ say it?

Yes, yes, yes.

Okay. And you offered to take i to the hespital?
T did. T volunteered.

Wetre you geoing to take her by yourself?

oo o 0 W 0

No. I was going to ride with them or either they can
ride with nie. I was willing to be late for work in order
to take .care of this matter. I didn't have no problem at
all with that.
Q Do you think Tameka would have & problem with that -~
A I didn't tﬁink she would. But —-—
Q Whyﬁnpt? Why not -—-—

THE COURT: Hold up. Put and a pause between your
questions and his answers.

MS. MAJOR: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: To help the court repbrter out.

MS. MAJOR: Yes, sir.

THE WITNESS: The question was?
BY MS. MAJOR:

Q Did you think Tameka would have a problem with the

‘person who her daughter has accused of sexiually abusing
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‘her wouldfaccompaqy‘her-ﬁo the.hospitai?

A I didn't -— T didn't —— T didn't think she.would have
a problem With it. Bufwéventuaily“——:éﬁidéntlﬁﬁ she did.
She did not. want me tQﬁ;; to ride: with ‘her.

Q Qkay; You said oi the Stand that -you didn't know why
this was happening to you. But, how, you've got an idea,
and you've. got & notion, an& yoﬁfve éot a hint?

A Yes.

Q What: i's the -- what. is the idea? What's the notion

or the hint?

A The dded, or the notion, or the hint was ‘the fact

that T caught -— T caught my ‘wife in another -- in another
affair.
Q@  Okay.

A I -~ to the fact that -her sister, Sharon Black, has

always stated that we would never be together long: -So

that is my -- that is .my motion.

0 Gkay; Let's talk'about this supposed:affair- You ——
you suspected youriwife was not going to bihgo ‘when she
said she was going;to-bingo; is\tha%~correcﬁ?

A At times, yes-

0  And is this béfore the allegaticns came out?

A This: was before the allegations came out.

Q Okay. Did you -~ ydn said that you drove up to bingo

to check to see if she .was there?

i
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was not workirig, she
Ricka.

Q  Okdy. So she's
drive up to bingo to
A That's correct.

Q All tight. And

sﬁayed —- she -- she was there with

there with Ricka so that you tan’ go

check on your wife?

then. when you said that you caught

her at —— I'm going to —-- please correct me if I'm wrong

from what —-- from what I heard on direct. But it was my

understanding that you suspected that she was over at some

other man's house. And you went to this man's house and

saw hef¥ car there?

A Not .suspect. It's-a known —— it's a -- it's a fact.

Q Okay. When did

-that happen?

A That happened -- that happened before the
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A That is correct.

Q  Didlll accompany you in that car ride?

A No, ‘matam.

Q  Where was il

A She was at home..

Q At whose home?

A She was at —with her auntie.

Q With her auntie?

A Yes.

Q Okay.

A- At;——‘sometimés that -- when —-- when Ricka;[phoneticj
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allegations. I don't know how long it's been going on.

Because, like I said; that it was numerous times that —-
that He .always came &veér to the House, you khow. We'd sit
and -- ‘we'd, sit .and. watch the ball éame'together, and
stuff. 'That was -- that was the — we always was together
at choir reheatrsal. They had interactions all the time.
So I.don't kXnow if they was always -- if it —- if it

was going ‘on then. It had to have been going on then.

Q When did you drive over to his house and .5ee her. car
‘there?
A I drove over on€ evening that I had -- when I had got

off. It was approximately at 11:00 when I got off. I got
over there around about 11:30.

0 Was this.before the :allegation or aftéer the
allegation?

A Tt was before the alledation.

Q Okay. I thought you testified on diréct that it --
this wﬁﬁ-afte; the allegation?

A No, ma'am. THiS -- the —— the affait was going on
before the‘aliegationfﬁad appéare&.

Q Okay. But you never told Investigator Lyda that;

correct?
A That's correct.

Q Don't you think that's something pretty impertant

that would give Pat a reason to divorce you, that she
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wants to YTeave you. If that's your whole theoxry; that Pat
wants to leave you so she's getting jij to make this up,
isfi't it important that. she's having an affadt?

A I didn"t -— I -- I never mentioned the affair. I
mentioned —— I mentioneéd her sister, Sharon Black, to —-

Q But -- exXcuse mie. Go ahead.

A Go right ahead.

Q But you're mentidning it now. So, clearly, this is
something importart to you. But you never menticned it to
Investigator Lyda; ig.that correcti?

A That's correct.

Q Qkay. And, in fact, in the interview, didn't you say
that you thought Pat was behind this, but not for the. .
affair reasén that —- that you determined, éVentﬁally,
that Pat was behind this?

A That's correct.

Q But then didn't you say that, no, Pat wouldn't do

that, she wouldn't do that?

A I was praying and ‘hoping that it wasn't -— it wasn't
her being involved.

Q And that's when you moved on. and threw out Sharon
Black's ‘name; correct?

A That's correct.

Q Okay. But you couldn't remember her last name in the

interview; correct?
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A I was so -— I was so == my mind was so
discombobulated --

When did Shaton ——

—— that I couldn’t think of her last name.
When did Sharon Black see

When did she .see

‘Uh-huh..

Q

A

Q

A

Q

A  She saw i} all the time.

Q Where?

A It was every -- every week she saw . she saw Wﬁ;
Q Where?

A On Wednesday -- on 'a couple ‘of occasions on Wednesday
night and on Sunday -- and on Sunday mornings during —-
not dniy'that during -- during .—- during choir réhearsals,
she_would see -

Q At wl-i.at location would she see

A It would be at church. -

Q How many other people are at church?

A At that tifé, no more than about —- about 12, 13.

individuals:

Q Se is it your theory that she would pull jjij aside and
told her tc make this up about you?

A It's -- It's very possible.

Q You told us'hpw this has affected your life. How has

this affected jjij's life?
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A She —- she -- she don't understand why she was pulled
into it. I hate.the fact that she is pulled into it. But
then she —- she have t¢ have a reason for the: relaticonship
to end.. Because, like.I, said, I did -- I did the best I
c¢ould with what I'hadl Evidently, it wasn't.enough. A2And
she just couldn't ---my theory, she just couldn't --

she —— she just wanted the relationship to end.

Q Bl vwanted the relationship to end?

A No. Pat.

Q Pat wanted the relationship to end so she used her
granddaughter to make up these allegations against you?

A That's correct.

Q Okay. Are you still married legally to Ms. Sulliwvan,
Pat Sullivan?

A I am.

Q So Wﬂ’s plan and Pat's plan really hasn't worked?

A Well, it -- it did work. Because when she got the
allegations, the next day, she moved out. PBat moved ouft
of the house. That broke up -—— that broke up the
relationship right there.

And —- and from that point on, that's when -- that's

when I knew -- I knew something wds going on betwéen her
and the —- and the individual at the church. Because if
I — if —— if I'm mistaken -- if I'm correct, sshe said she

was staying inh &dpartments, or whatever, that —- that she
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delivered to. That is incorrect.

Q  I'm sorry. What does that have to do with anything?
A Yoii ‘'said that how ‘did- the rélationship affect jij and
the relationship. Isn't: that not the :question?
Q The question was, how has this whole allegation
affected —— has Ji] been affected by this allegation?
Emotionaliy, yes, she has.
Okay. Has Taméka been affected by this allegation?

Yes,; :she has.

A
Q
A
Q QOkay.- And has Pat been affected by this -allegation?
A Yes, she has.

Q But Pat orchestrated all‘of=this2

A I = I'm-=- I am-—- I am convinced: that .Pat had

soﬁethingrto do 'with it.

Q Now, was it Pat or was it Sharon .Black at church?
A It was —— it was —- it was —— it was both. They

are -- ﬁhéy=are'sisters. They —- every time we went out
to eat, Sharon would make a statement to the fact that
y'all will not be togéther long. And in that statemept,
Pat was so -- So-nonchalént- She would not make a
statement to my defense. So that let's me know that
they —- ‘that they had sométhing going on.

Q So-the timing —— who arrange&.this timing? Who --
who peffgcted the timing of it?

A Who perfected the timing?
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0 You said the timing was significant. I mean, you

said. it. here, Think about. the timing. The ingcident -was —-

think.about the timing of tle incident was too perfect.
And on direct, you told us that the timing of the
gllegatin'COming out when Tameka was over there was —-
was just right. Who orchestrated that? Who orclestrated

that timing?

A It —— to me, I'm —- I'm thinking that it was —-- it

was so orchestrated. Because Meka -— Meka rately --
rarely came over to the house when she was off. But on
that particualar day, she was there.

Sao, therefore, Pat was off. She was there. So in

orchestrating it, -it could have —— it could have easily
beer -- it could hdve easily been said, okay, .I'm here at
the house. You -~ you - you should —-- you should come

over. Perfect timing.

Q Because ww would have knowii when exactly to talk

about these alledations, tell somebody these -allegations.
Is that your theory?

A Yes.

Q Okay. Sco - and Pat orchestrated W going over to
her friend's house and for it to come out in the way it
came out?

A I wouldn't say she orchestrated her going over there

spending the night. It's just that -- it's just that
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when. --- when she was there at the babysitter's house,
Meka -- Meka came: over to the house. I mean, you know,

like I said, it's vetry rare that she camé over to the
house. Because knewing -- okay -- that we always going to
be. there; meaning Tameka, myself, and Pat.

Q Okay. So, first, whéen you det -- when you talked to
Investigator —- Investigator Lyda, you -- youw did not say
that it was definitely Pat; is that correct?

A I -~ I mentioned -~ I mentioned that it -- it could
be a possibility that it was Pat.

Q But -- but, at first, initially, you -- you didn't
know who it was. <You just thought it was somebody close
to the family; correct?

A That's COrfect--

Q@  And as the interview went on, then you said, It's got
to be Pat; correct?

A It's got to be Pat. And I mentioned, also, her
sister, Shéronl -

Q Okay. And then as the interview progressed, you said
Pat wouldn’t do:éhat, didn't you?

A I was -— I-was hoping -- yes, I said that. Because I
réally didn't want to believe that Pat could be —- could
really be. behind it.

Q Okay. &And, now;, today, we're back to Pat is behind

it?
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BOO P O N O

A Today, I'm -- I'm telling you that from my -- from
my —— from my experience, from what I -seen and what
I've -- have witnessed that it had to be Pat.
0 dkayu And this affair was never menticned to
Investigator Lyda; correct?
A No.
MS. MAJOR: I don't have any further questions.
THE COURT: All right. RAnything on redirect?
MR. MUSSETTO: Yes, Your Honor,. briefly.
THE COURT: All right.

‘REDIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. MUSSETTO:

Q Mr. Sullivan, did you ever confront your:wife about
seeing her car parked at. another ﬁah's house?

A I did.

Q And how did you do that?

A I -1 -1 askedrhe: -— 1 asked her why Wwould you
say you were going somewhere else? Why‘wpuld you say

you're going 5somevwhere and be at another person's house?

Did you ever send her a text, message?
Did I ever send her a text message?
Correct.

I —- I did send her a text message.

What'd that text message say?

That text message read that it was me who. pulled up
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in your «driveway. It was my horn that you heard. And
then I stated the individual's pame, If you cpuld not be
with the dauighter, do.slead and go for the mother. That's:
what the text message read.

Q  Sijde thése allegations were .made against you, have
you: beerl trying te figure out ‘why these allegatiohs were
made?

A T -- I really didn't know -- I didn't know then why.
But, now, I knbw-ﬁhyﬁ

And these are your opiniogns; .correct?

These -are —-- thlieése aré -- thése .are my opinions.
bkay. And you don't hayé:aﬁy-ﬁroof?

Well, the proof —— the proof I have is the text

message that -- when I said —- when I sert it as T was ——

as I wasi.coming out of the residence of this .individual.
That's thé-only evidénce thatﬂl-gb have.

MR. MUSSETTO: Nothing further, Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right. Anything else?

MSu‘MAJORg"I.doﬁ‘tﬂhave-énything else.

THE COURT: All r%ghf. And I have no questions.

You can step down. |

MR. MUSSETTO: The Defénse rests.

THE COURT: All right. Does Counsel want.to go
directly into clesing arguments? or do you need a break?

MS. MAJOR: I'm- ready, Your Homnor.
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THE ;COURT: All right.

‘CLOSING ARGUMENTS,

MS: ‘MAJOR: Ladies and. gertlemén; at the begifining of

this case, I told you that this case was about secrets.
It was about a sepre€ tﬁ@t the Defendant théught that §i§
would keep forever. He didn't think that she. was ever
going to tell what he was doing t¢ her,

And I, also, told you at the 'beginning of this case

that it's my job to prove to you. that he is guilty of

these crimes beyond a reasonable doubt. It is not beyend,

all-doubt, beyond any doubt. It's just beyond a
reasonablé_abubt. 86 I'd like to raview the evidence with
you aqd show you how we've proven.this case beyond a
reasonable, doubt.

So, first,=we have two indictments,-as you know.
Both are charges of é:imigal sexual conduct with a minor
third degtee. They are ‘the same charge, but they inciude
different time periods.

<

Theé first indictment inclides a timé period between
July 16th, 2015, when i ‘turned five and July 15th, 2015,-
just before she turned five. ‘The second indictment =
excuse e, just before shé turned six while she Wég still
five.

Two second indictment. is for July 16th;, 201%, when

- she turned six through January 16th, 2017, when these
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allegations came out.

So you've heard, lots of dates. 5o let me briefly go
over a tifieline with you. Septeriber 2008, the Defendant
and. Pat married. July 16th, 2010, i 'is born. January
4th, 2011, Tameka starts working at BMW, starts working on
the third shift. _ s Little
brother is born. .January 16th, 2b17},ﬁi;£ells Shannoﬂ

Richards what the Defendant was doing to her. February

. 13th, 2017, | goes for the forénsic interview 'at the

Julie Valentine Centg;;‘ And then February 20th, 2017,
Investigator Lyda interviews the. Deéfendants

Let's 'go over the witnesses in this case. .You,
first, heard from Shannon Richards. 5he was the first
adult thaf B told. You've heaid her describe héw this
came-ouiw1hpw:Wﬁ'just?mQ§elY said, I don't like going over
to my grandparénts house. And for whatever redson,
Shannon -- that perked up Shannon's ears. She-thought it
was weird. So. she p;éﬁsed,WH.

And she told you about s demeanor, about how it
changed, about how she looked scared, how she didn™t want
to talkrabout it. But she pressed her and pressed.heﬁ and
said, You're going to tell me. And |§ told her.

Shannon does not know the Defendant. And she just
met Pat yesterday; I‘ﬁeligve that was her testimony. She

has nd reason to get -- to get i to make this up, to be a
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part of this conspiracy plan.

Yow heard from Pat -Sullivan, the Defendant's wife.
She told you how she mét the Deferidant. They married in
2008. .And she told you how they had a;relafively good
marriade: They'd argue: aboiit notmal marriade issues,
including finances. But she wdsn't leokirg to-divorce

him. And she's worse off financially than she was when

- She was with him.

There™s no allegation of -- or -- or there was no

talk from her of an affair. And she . has no reaspn to use °

her granddaughter ih this way. If she wanted to divorce
him, she would have divorced him. She has a good job.
She makes her own money. She told you how the.Defendant
would bé alone with Ww and how ﬁg would watch her alone.

You heard from Tameka Williams, Wﬂ?s mother. And she
confirmed Pat's schedule as far as watching il how often
they would do6 that, and how shé would drop hergoff_at her
house. |

She told you how the Defendant would call and pick up
BB and take her to go get ice -cream, or go to the park, or
come over to watch the football game. And it"s the
Defendant initiating all of this alone time with -

She told yourshe.had a good relationship with the
Defendant. They would argue or have disagreements, but

nothing important. She has no motivation. And the
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Defendant agrees that he has no beef with -- with Tameka

and. she wouldn't: use her .daughter in this way.
You‘heard.from'Députy~Peiicano. He's the officer who

responded to the emergency room. He told. you that Tameka

looked concerned; but she was calm. He told you about

fi's demeanor. She was joking, and laughing, and

interacting with him, just talking about normal kid stuff.
And he 'was trying to establish a rapport.

And when he brought up the allegations, she gets
upset. And he knows he’s not trained in these types of
cases,. 5o he does  not press her.

He forwards the case on to Investigator Lyda, who you

‘heard from. B&nd she told you what she did in her

follow-up investigation, and that she inteérviewed the
Defendant, and watched the forensic interview.

So you also —- excuse me — heard from jjij. You heaxd
fromsﬁw in. the courtroom and then you saw her forensic-
intefview;

Tadiés and géntlemen, whén she walked inté theée
courtroom; she was very emotional. And:that -was not an
act. That was raw emotion coming out,

She preferred to be facing this way so she was.not in
the line of sightzof thelbefendant. 'You saw her demeanor.
And she told you what he did to her. Okay. She told you

How he would put her on his lap and bounce her. She said
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sometimes»his‘gants would be down. She.told you where it
would, happen. She knew -exactly where it happened. She
knew that this was thé house. She kimew what each room
was. And when I. asked her, What happened here?

She said, This is where it happened. BAnd that's in
the living room. She knew where it happened.

And this bouncing is the best way an eight-year-old
can describeé it and probably how the Defendant -- what the
Defendant told her to do. He would hold her waist. He
would sit on her -- 'have him —-- have her sit on his lap.
His pants would be down. It would be while nobedy was
out == at -- there. Grandma would. be ‘at bingo.

She said it happepned all the time, like, every time
she!d gé over thereax She told you how if they héard a car
pull into the garage that he wouid get her -off of his lap
really quick. This is not a loving grandfather having a
fun time with his. grandchild, bouncing his grandchild up
and down. That's not what this is. This is not a case of
mistaken pérception. Obviously, it is not illegal to
bounce a child on you lap, obviously. This is not a war
on grandfathers.

This is him using her body to arouse himself. That
was his purpose in doing that. And you know that from
what she says about it,-abéut the details. When nobody

was 'around, his pdnts would be down. When somebody would
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pull in the driveway, he'd push her off.

We, dlso, know.this is not a. case of mistaken
pefception becaiuse what. he —-- what told you he would da
in the car. And she told you that it was a black Honda.
She remembered the.car. She was in the car alene with him
often. And she described how he wéuld touch her. And she
said up -there in my private, rubbing .his hand up and down.

You saw the ‘forensiec. And that was done two years

ago right after she disclosed what happened. &nd she

didn"t mention the bouncing or the toﬁching in the ca&.
And I don't know why she -- she didn’t do that. I den't
know if she was still traumatized. by ‘the disclosure coming
out. She saw her .mom so upset. 'She'told.yéu.upfhere that
it madé her mom sad -— or it i#ade hér sad to see her mom
upset. So maybe she just wanted to say as little as
possible and get out of tﬁere,

But :she told'ydﬁ‘détailsy She told. you that it would

happen —— or she told Christine Carlberg it would happen

- when she ‘was alode. It would happenh wheh grandma was at

bingo. It is always #heh grandma. is -at. bingo. That is
what sticks out in her head. That is when he had access
to her.

She knew the couch that he would touch her. She ‘said
in. the living room on the brown couch. She described that

it happened one time in (grandmother's room and ishe knew
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that couch was green. And then; ladies and gentlemen, she
described -~ described it as digging in my pants with his
hahd,- She. is six at the time that she is giving that
interview. She said he would go up and down. A -=.a
six-year-old does not know those kind of details; uifiless
it has happened to her.

hgain, sﬁe.was six when this happenedf And her
memory is not perfeqt; It happened a lot. She said it
happened every time that she went over there.

Clearly, she does not remember everything from when
she wds six. She.eVén gét up.there and said -she didn't
rémember spending thé .night at her grandparents house,
that she would take naps there when ‘everybody says that
she sperit the riight there. And think ‘about when you were
six years old, you remember certain things. Certain

things stick out. BAnd then certain things you -- you have

no recollection of. But -- but it happened.

She-has always been consistent that it was- the
Deféendant who toltched hér, that it was him When. grandma
was at bingo when nobody else was around. She told
Shannon that's where the sexual abuse happened. She told
the -- Christine' Carlberg, the forensic interviewer, and
then she told you on the :stand.

You heard from_ Erica Van Wagner, the counselor, the

expert in ‘'child sex abuse dynamics. And the purpcse of
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her testimony is just to -explain: the dynamics of sexudl

abuse. This is —- this is not common knowledge. It's not
a normal thirg:

She told you:about the stages cf disclosure and the
types of disclosuré. And this is a totdl accidental
discioéure. She -didn't say I don't ‘wdant to go over to my
grandparents house because she was trying to get the
Deféndant in trouble. She just said it. And :‘Shannon
pressed her. She wasn't trying to get her grandfather in
trouble. 'She-ﬁasnft trying to talk about it. She didn't
want to talk about it. Shie looked scared when-she was
talking about it. .She didn't mean for it to -- to blow up
like this. .

She told you ‘about the different -stages of disclosure
and that recantation-when a ‘¢hild says, no, it didn't
happen can be a part of the disclosure process .and then-
reaffirmation.. [ji§ has not recanted. ‘She has not said
that this did not happen. So she has'not -- that is not
part of her disclosure process.

You-hea¥d Ms. Van Wagner discuss what grooming is and
how the perpetrator will build the trust of the victim.
Afid how he will: give her gifts or take her to do fun

things. - And then, alsoc, how that perpetrator builds trust

‘and grooms the caregiver so that he can have-.access to the

child. .And that's exac¢tly what the Defendant did in this

-
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case. fe groomed fill. And he groomed Tameka. He =- he

i

gained their trust.

You heard Ms. Vah ‘Wagiher talk about delayed

-disclesure and why a child may not tell immediately. They

may not understand it's wrong. She was six yeats old.
She may not have been able to process what was going on.
And —— or they can be --- the child can be fearful..

She, also, told you about hew a child's age can
affect memory and how chronic abuse Caé.—— can affect
recollection. And, also, how a parent's reaction may
affect a child's disclosure. i didn't want to see her
mom -sad. But she has always maintained that this happened
and that it was the Defendant.

86 we've heard frém the Defendant in several ways.
Tameka told you -about his reaction. Now, he disagrees
with his reaction. Heé's got a lot of motivation to paint
himself .in. the best light.

Tameka. got up here and told you his reaction. What's
her metivation to 1ié about it? She said he vas
nonchalant. She remembered.him Iocking through the candy.
She was sick over it. He's just locking through the candy
bowl while her daughter has disclosed and told what awful

things he is doing to here. Where's the outrage? He

. claims he was crying. She ¢laims he was nonchalant.

Who's got the motivatien to- accurately describe what
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‘happened? Who's got fhe motivation to lie? Tameka told

you. that he said, Why would you béiigve a six-year-old?
He denies -that. Bit, adaih, what motivation does Tameka
have to lie aboutr that?

And then when thé:why Moulgjﬁéu;belive a six-year-old
defense wasn't wOfking for hﬁm,-apparently, he moved on to
throw Brandon's name out there. And -you heard Pat say
that Brandon"s hame came up. But then when I asked her,
How did Bféandon's name come up?

She said, Well, it was from Mike. -

So he tries to move. on to the Brardon aefensef And
that didn't-dreqte\much traction.

So after that, he moves on to the conspiracy, someone
close to thé family, getting played by somebody close to
the family. So that is the story that I guess he is
sticking with today.

- The text message iéﬁridiculous, It —- it just

doesn't ;make any sense. 'He's trying to make it make sense

now. I don't know if hé.-'felt that lie .could get Tameka off

the trail, that .she would latch on to his theory, but she
didn't because it doesn't make any sense. There's nothing
anique aboiit this timing. Nothing was going on: I guess
he is trying now to say that it happened when. they were
all cver at théfhouée and that's the perfect timing.

He kept wp that defense with Investigator Lyda.
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First, he -said.he. didn't know who it was, but it was

somebody close to the family. Then he says it's Pat. And

‘then he thinks about it and says, No, Pat wouldn't do

that. Of course, Pat -wouldn't do that to her
granddaughter--LAﬁ;,theh now we're back,again to it's Pat:
And you heard him testify to that.

And ‘he is, also, throwing Sharon Black's name ocut
there, thefaunfu So he's trying to thfoﬁ‘anything against
the wall to see if it will stick. And it's not —- it's
not reasonable. It's not reasonable.

Sharon Black wasn't around jjj. So at church; woild
she pull her aside? She's six years old. You've got to
be pretty goed to cenvince a six-year-old and te still
convince a now eight-year-old about what happened. Their

defense theory just doesn't make any sense.

B he admitted, Had no reascn to —— to make this up

against him. She loved him. She trusted him. She had no
hatred towards him. And no six-year-old is going to
concoct this elaborate lie. . It's the truth because jit's
the truth.

His theory is someone got her to make it up. I guess

row he's saying that Pat got her to make it up, that Pat

would use.-and abuse her granddaughter this way: She

wouldn't: He agreed that she's a good grandmother. She's

raised four children. She raised Tdameka, who is an
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-excellent mother. Pat's not going to use her

granddaughter in this way. TIf she wanted a divorce, she
woudd hé;ésdiﬁdrcéd him. She had- good -+ she: made gcod
money. She's been. with: the post office for 29 years. It
seems he's trying to throw her undérxtﬁe bus that she had

a gambling problem ard that he was high and mighty. She

didn"t ‘have a gambling problem. She admitted she went to

bingo.. She liked to play binge. Maybe shé sperit some

-money;. but it¥s her morey. ~And she still has a good job.

She's a:good employee.

Bringing Sharon Black into this, it just doesn't make
any -sense.

And' what does Jilj get out of —- out of lying about
this, if she‘S‘gpiﬁg to go along with it? éhé‘had to go
to the emergency room. She had to go to the Julie
Valentiﬁe;Centefz She -had to see her mom so upset. She
had to lose her -grandfather. .She caused -~ Because of
this, her grandparents get diverced, because of a lie. A
six—year-old is not géing to do that.

She had to -come to court. She didn®t want.to come to
court and be here. But she qamez;p’here and she told the
trith about what happened.

Ladies and gentlemen, the Defense theories, they are
just not-reascnable: And in life; the simplest answer is

usually the correct ohne.
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So is ‘this some big conspiracy between ji§ and Pat,
and i Pat, and Sharon, and Shannon Richards getting in
Hefe, too, with the timing and -solicre: close ‘to the
family, or is it simpler; than that? And it's that he was
touching Her: And she accidentally told somebody and was
forced —— and it was forced out of her. And this is what
happens. Theée are the_conseguenceS“that ——_that
happened. That is.ﬁhaf Happeéned. It is just that simple.
It is not‘coﬁplicated like he wants it to be. It's not.

The Defendant gained Jj§’'s trust. He gained faméka‘s
t¥ust. -And hé gained Pat's trust. And he exploited that.
He. took advantage of a young vulnerable child. And he
needs to be held accountable for that. And so I ask that
you find him guilty. '

THE COURT: Mr. Mussetto..

MR. MUSSETTO: Your Honor, permission to move this
lectern.

THE COURT: Yes.

MR. MUSSETTO: Ladies and dgentlemen of the jury, some

‘pecples stories are incorrect and- some peoples

recollections are, wrong.

On behalf of Mr. Sullivan and myself, I would like to
thank each and every one of you for your undivided
atteﬂtiqﬁ during this trial. Y'all have been an extremely

attentive jury. And many of you have taken hotes.
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‘And thank you. Again, thank Vyou for your attention
here today-

Yesterday, I fold y"all a story about a neighbor in

my —- vwhere I live who was picking up trash and theught it

was someone that was throwing garbdde .in his ydrd every
sunday ‘mérning. But it turis out this .individdal was
doing a good deed .and hélping clean up the road. My

neighbéi“éupencgptipniqas wrong. His:—- his story was

’wrbng af‘first.

Znd I'd like -to submit to you-today that: the story
that [l} told 4s in this courtrodm is Wwrohg as well. And I
want tbgpoﬁnt out some - marked, marked“différencés:in—the
story that 'was first told by Wﬁ=qﬁd then the story that
was told here in the COUFLIOOft.

If you recall, What?ﬁw told in the courtroom
yesterdaél-— and we all can égtee‘that_she is dn
absolutely érecibug,xg;ecioﬁsyéhild. There's no questien
about that. But she éot_he; story —— the story that she
told yesterday and thé stofy that shé told on that
forensié,interview# they're two:very, very, .very
remarkably .different stories. And they're just not
general stéries thdt she got wrong.

She went into specific details about what. supposedly
happened at the grandparents house and what supposedly

happéned.in this black Honda Accord. For example, she
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said yesterday ‘that she would go into the car, ‘this black

Honda and her grandfather would rub her privates when she

" would be sitting in the front seat or ‘Wwheén Mike -~ ‘when

Mr. Suliivan would be in the fromt seat =- ox in the
driver's 'seat and she ‘would be in the passenger seat. She
said that he would b8 driving .and rubbing on her privates.

And the Prosecutor wanted to detail — or: attempted
to ask her, Did this happen dnywhere -elsewhére? Where
else did this happen? fn:hépes that .she would say, oh, it
happened at myrgrandfather‘s:hﬂuse, too. She never made
any allegations yestérday, not ond; that thesé: touchirgs
occurred -at her grandparents house. She went 'on to say
that it only happened inh the black Honda Accord.

However, if you rmé&call the forensic interview that
you saw this morning, the first thing that she. said to the
forensic interviewer when it was asked, Do you know why
you're here today? She said, To tell ‘you what my ‘papa did
to.me.

If 'you recall ifi her mother's testimony, Tameka
Williams, I asked her, Did you talk to ] about why she
was going to the Julie Valentine Center?

She said,,Abséxﬁtely‘not. I did mot téll her
anything. She did not know why she was going.

But: the first thing -out of:

's mouth was —— Do you

know why you're here?
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I"m Here to tell you about what my papa did to me.

She .said in the forensic interview that it happened
when both. her and Mr. Sullivan were sittiﬁgyaﬁd watching
football games. She said it happened on.a couch in the
living foom: She evén went into-detail that he was

diinking beer.. She sgiﬁ'that:he*put;his hand in-his [sic}

pants. .And she said' this happened every single time that

"she went over there. ‘Those stories are markedly,

markedly, markedly different.

And I would ask what else did jji§ say- that was
incorieét;'not‘even relating'tojthéﬁeiéllegations? She
said that.she'would‘dnlngo over there and take short
naps. We all know that -she stayed gvernight for years.
So if Her recollection .is that she would only go over

- - 1 - N .
there and. take short naps and she got that wrong,; what

-else is she getting wrong as far as telling-the story?

The burden of proof in this_CaSé is on the State.
And wé’vexheaxd that the State has to prove their case’
beyond & reasornablé doubt. And when 'the clesing arguments
are,done=toﬁayg'6§e Judge #s going to give you some jury
instructions and, also, tell you what reasonable doubt is.

Somé.ﬁéople.have.thought reaschable doubt to mean
sufficient;reason'to-doubt,'meaning if you go’ back in your
jury room and are deliberating and if you have sufficient

reason to doubt that Mr. Sullivan committed these crimes,
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the Judge will tell you, you must find him noiﬂguilty.
Other people have said you're truly not sure whether the
Defendant. committéed the crime -- and the Judge wWill tell

you if you're truly not .sure, the State did not prove

their case. That is not beyond a reasonable doubt and you

must find the Deferidant innocent.
Mr. Sullivan's stopy has not changed from the
beginning. The term face the facts, face the music, he

was there all along the way. He was there the morning

when the allegations were first made. He immediately went

over to Tameka's house. He offeréd to drive them to the
hospital where she could have got a forensic examination.
He went to the investigator's office at the law
enforcement center. He's heére today.

And per the law, he has the absolute right to sit

over there and remain 100 percent silent throughout the

.entire trial. And the Judge would --. if he did sit

silent, the Judge would, say that can't be used against
him. But he wanted té come today. He wanted to address
each of you individually‘and tell you his version of what
has happened.

He's been searching for answers relating to whether

Tameka was behind it, Pat was behind it, if these stories

.were béing fed to i} I would submit that is irrelevant.

But what you should focus on is how || made two very,
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wanted to ‘tell yog=his\st0ry. And you can judge his
credibility.

Basically, this case. is he said-she said. But "she"
is . 2 six-year-old that has teld ‘conflicting stories.
One coriflicting story in the forensic interview, and then
another conflicting story yesterday.

Michael has said, I'ma great—granddad. 1 love -
We had.a 'great relationship. I was close with-my wife,
Pat,‘thfough the majority of our‘m££iiage. I was close to
her children during the majority of our marriage. Yes, we
had-diség?éemehts;{inaudible}. They even lived in'my
house. I.ﬁidn“timindlfhét they lived .in our house.

But that ene phone call that one morning turned their
whole farily dynamic upside down. Arid Michael's sitting
here tyo. years later.

Some: peoples stpries are wrong. -Some pedcples
perceptions are incorrect.

Please find the Defendant .not guilty.

MS. 'MAJOR: Your Honor, briefly.

‘Laaiés and gentlemen, she was Six years cld when this
happened. Her stories are ngt-coﬁflicting- You heard
about how a child's .memioty -- the youngetr a child is, it
can affect the-child's: memory. You were six years old,
You may have‘six—ygaréolds;

Her storiés are noét conflicting. The abuse, it
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‘probably happened - or::it did happen in those. three.
places. (Okay. He put her on his lap. He bounced her up
arid down. He abused her in the ¢ar. -And he -abuséd her at
the house. There -- her stories are not conflicting.

Shahhon Richards was not an acquaintance. :She was a
good friend. She came over and she took the biby.

And the Defendant's story has not changed. Are you
kidding me? The Defendant's Story has changed all over
the place. He's all over the plété. It's Pat. 1It's
Sharon. It's Brandon. His story's gone —— he-has thrown
anything ‘against the wall. \

And absolutely you can judge credibility. You saw
the witnesses up here. You saw their demeanor. You know
what.motivatiOHS'they-haVé to lie.

And_Youf’anQr"Will charge you on beyond a reascgnable
doubt standard. 1It-is not a reason to doubt. Listen to
what the Judge says about that standard. It is not
impossigle- You must be firmlynconuinced of the
Deféendant's guilt. And I submit tc you that you have the
evidence to do that. .

THE COURT: All right. Ladies apd‘gentiémen,pf*the
jutry, that. concludes the closing argiments on behalf of
the State, as well as the Defendant.

I'm going to send you back in your jury I5om-for.jusf

a little bit to take up some matters with the lawyers.
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And when I bring you back out, I will charge you on what
the lawvigvig this particular case.
Heré again; do not discuss the case with each other.

I know youlve heard closing arguments. But, please,

ma'am; please, sir; do not discuss the case with each

other. And I'll have -- bring you back'bﬁt here shortly.
(WHEREUPON, the jury was excused .from eopen court at
‘approximately. 3:11 p.m.) |
* THE CQURT: Ail.right. I am-going to -— let's just
talk about .the charge. I've got -- do :you want to-come up
here and take a 1ook at thHis?

I've: got thg,verdici form. And we've got. two
indictments, so we've got separate verdict forms. I want
you to takeé a look:at them and see if there's any issues
regarding: that. |

(WHEREUPON, a bench conference was held.).

THE COURT: ' Are -both sides ready?

MR. MUSSETTO: Yes, Your Honor.

MS. MAJOR: Yes, Your Honoi.

.THE COURT: All right. Bring the jury in.

(WHEREUPON, the jhry came into open court at

approximately-3,24_p-mi)

CHARGE ON THE LAW
THE COURT: All right. Ladies and gentlemen of the

jury, first of all, before I chargé you on what the law
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is, I really want to thank you for being attentive

throughent this precess. I —— I was observing you. And I
waht to thank you for paying attention aiid being focused.
I!'m extending that on.behalf of the State, as well as. the

Now, I am going to ‘charge you on the law in the case.

And I'm just going to be talking a few minutes. And I

have a number of things I need to go over with you. So
I'n, again, asking you to pay attention to every word that
comes out of my mouth and listen very carefully. I'm
going to ‘speak loud enbugh so the young lady with the:
purple on the back row -- make sure that she hears me as
well. Because I know if 'she hears me, I know all of you
can lear me. Okay.

Now, you've heard —— ladies and gentlemen of the
jury, you have heard all of the evidence that you're going
to hear in. this case. And you've heard closing arguments
from the State, .and. you've heard closing—gpguments from
the- Defénse.

Now, it is my duty to instruct you.on the law that's
applicable to the_facfs in this. case. And it is now your
duty, &s the judge of “the facts, to determine the facts
from the evidence‘that-yqu‘ve heard during the trial.

And to those facts, you must apply the law as I give

it to you. And you should not be concetned with what you
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think the law should be, but what the law is. And yoﬁ
should not be concerned with any undue sympathy, biases,
prejudices, of personal likes or:dislikes that you may
have. ,And;thai}means that you must decide this case
solely on ‘the évidence before you and according to the
law. And you recall in your Oath\thatfyou took: at ‘the
beginniné‘pf'thertrial, you swore to do exact1y just that.

Now, in following my instrictions, you must fbl_low
them all and not .singlé out Some and ignore others.
Because they’re all equally impoﬁthnt. And .do not: read
inito these inSérﬁctidns-ot anything that I may have said
or done during this trial as any indication as ‘to what I
think ¥he facts should be or what your ve:dicﬁ,§hpuld be.
Because I told you at the outset, the Constitutibn in the
case says you're the judges of 'the facts, and I am the-
judge of the law. r

Yoir decide what the facts -4re by evdluating and

weighing the evidence that you've heard during the trial.

And there'S'nﬁ'Way“for‘th to .do that in a literal sense.
I'm, certainly, not — I'm not going to.give -you a set of
scales fo% you to go back and forth with expériments,
What I'm feally talking about is evaliating thé evidencs,
using ¥pur‘ggod'common«sense,_your‘sense of logic and
reason and your life experiences. Once you bring all of

those things to bear, then —- then yow can evaluate the
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-evidence :and make a logical decision.

I told you at. the beginning of the case that evidence

¢ame in two forms. Remember, I said that one of the

‘people =— one of the forms of evidence is the witnesses

testimbgyfthgt‘testiﬁiéﬁ:in this withess box next to my —
to my left. And the other one is évidence in the form of
exhibits. BAnd-those are the exhibits that are on the
table right immediately in front of you.

You must judge-the credibility of the evidence. And

when you judge the credibility of the evidence, not only

&re you judging the crédibility of the witnésses that

testified, because they're considered part of the
evidence, but you, also, can judge the credibility of --
of :any exhibits.

Now, I will tell you that you may consider-in
deciding éfédibility in siich a way that you may believe
everyphing*a witness says, or you may believe hothing a
witness says. Or you may believe part of a witnesses
testimony and not belieéve the other part. You may believe
cne witness over .several, or several over one. But I.know
you -‘will decide the matter of credibility using reason,
and logic; and your .good common sense. and not do it
arbitrarily.

\howl there are; also, two types of evidence —- two

sources —— let me say that -— two Sources of evidericde:.
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And what I'm talking about now .is direct. evidence and
circumstantial evidence, Direct evidence is the testimony
of somecdne who clainis to havé a direct and actual
knowledgegoﬁ a fgct, such as an eyewitness. Direct
evidence i3 evidence that if it is believed immediately
establishes the fact foi which it was. preseénted.

Circumstantial evidence is indirect évidehce. Put
another way, circumstantial evidencé is proof of a chain
of facts from which yon could find.thaﬁ”anqtherffact
exists, -even though it has not been proven to you
directly.

The law makes no disténction between —- makes fio
distinction between the weight or value to be given to
either diréét éviderice dr'éircumstaﬁtial,evidence. You
must -- ‘you can consider boih‘kinds-

Now, ladies and genﬁlemeh, there are certain things
that —- or certain witnesses ‘who come in who are qualified
and described as experts., There was an expert.-witness in
this case. BAnd these are people who by reason of
training, -education, and experience have achieved a
certainiexpertise in a certain field. And they, unlikKe
“other witnéssés, are entitled to give their opinions about
things that.they-have'dbserve&L

However, expert witnesses share this with all other

witnesses, and that is you, the jury, are the sole judges
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of theirzcnedibilit¥J In other words, justgbecéuse

they're :an -expert: witness does: not mean. that youn don't get
to judge the level of their credibility. That"s still
within your purview. You may accept everything that -an
expert witness says -- says; reiect some of it. You'tre
not required to accept even the uncontradicted opinion of
an expert.

Now, there are dertain principles that-apply in
ecriminal cases. And, as I said to you at the outset, I
have two indictments. .And, as I said at the
outside [sic], these indictments is what T term as the
tickets by which these matters come .before the Court.

And the fact tﬁat a person, in this instance
Mr. -Sullivan, is indicted doesii't constitute eviderice. of
any kind, The fact that a persom is indicted doesn't even

create any suspicion of guilt. I exXplained to you that

+the indiétment is simﬁiy'the formal matter -- manner in

which the case begins.

Mr.isullivan, as it relates to both of these
indictments, has pled not guilty. And what that,
essentially, does, it puts the burden squarely on the
shoulders of the State to prove that .he. is guilty beyond a
reasonable doubt. And all 12 jurors must agree that the
State has proven each -and every element of the charge

beyond a ‘reasonable doubt. And I am going to read the law
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to you that's applicable to this offense. When I read the
law to you, the law contains elements of the offense.

You must —— you #ust be satisfied that tlie State has

proven beyond a reasonable doubt the elements of the

offense upon which the Defendant is charged. This -— this
Defendant is presumed innocent. And that presumption of
innocence is not some legal technicality. It is a
fundamental right that every person enjoys ifi this
cOuntry.- And it cannot be removed, unless the State.
convinces you beyond a reascnable doubt as to every
elenent of the crime::

Now, 'what is a reasonable doubt? As Counsel
indicated earlier, T was doing to define reasonable doubt
in - my charge to you. A feasonable doubt is defined as the
kind of "doubt that weuld cause a ré@sqnable,'sincere,
hgnest;-and conscientious person: to hesitate to act in an
important matter: in ‘their own affairs. Proof beyond a
reasonable doubt is proof that leaves you firmly convinced
of the Defendarnit's gquilt.

The law does not require proof Eﬁa# --' that overcomes
every possible doubt. So if, based on your view of the
evidence, you are firfily convinced that the Defendant is
guilty of the crime charged, you must find him: guilty. On
the other hand, if you think there is a real possibility

that he is not guilty, you must give him the benefit of
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that doubt and find. him not guilty.
A reasonable. doubt may ariser from the evidence or

lack of evidence. #ahd the Defendant is entitled to every

doubt that may arise in the case. And that:means that as

to any issue of fact that is essential to a finding of
guilt, you have -- and you have sbiié reasonable-doubt- as
to how to resolve that issue, it is your duty to resolve
it in the Defendant's favor.

Now, in ordér to establish criminal lidbility, the
State must prove criminal intent. And criminal intent is

a matter that must be determined by you from the facts.

And there's no way td prove criminal intent to a

.mathematical certainty.

The .law says that criminal intent mdy be inferred
from the .circumstances. It is not necessary to establish
intent by direct evidence. Intent may be established by
circumstantial evidence taken intb dccournt the
circumstances that are at issue.

Criminal intént is .a mental state of conscious .
wro;gdbing. It is up.fo you to determine what the
Defendant intended toc do based on the circumstances shown
to have &xisted.

Now, the first offense that:ihm'going to discuss ‘with
you is that -— that the Defendant is charged yith ¢riminal

sexual conduct with a minor being in the third degree.
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And that -~ this indictment indicates that-this Defendant
is in violation -of Section 16-3-655 Subsection € of our
South Gafﬁliﬁa:COde Gf'LéWS a8 ‘aménded. And that statuté
reads as follows, A.persen is guilty.of criminal sexual
conduct 'with & mibor. in. the thixd.dﬁgﬁée-if"tﬂé actor is
over 14.years of age and the actbr willfully and lewdly

commits or attempts te commit a lewd or lascivious act

‘uponi or with the body or its parts. of :a child under
. 16 years of age with the intent: of arousing, appealing to,

-or gratifying the Tust, passion, or sexual desires of the |

actor or the child.

"This?indictmént‘thai.i juéiﬂréad’ihdicaEQS'that —
alleges that the time 'frame was between July 16th, 2016,
and- Jaiibary 16th, 2017.

On -the Sepqnd‘iﬂdictment,‘the-Dgf@ndant is. charged
with haying ?ioléﬁed Section 16-3-655 Subsecdtion € of our
Soukth CérdfiﬁafCodé of LaWSa This is. the Same-exact
statutg'ﬁhat T just read to yow. ‘But because I have two
indi&tménts, I'mggoiﬁgﬂﬁé‘fead'thé-statpte to you agéih.
Because .it’s applicable to this Rartiéular indictment:
And the dates that are.alleged in this dindictment is July
the 16tH of —- datés between July 16th, 2015, ‘and the: 15th
day of.ﬁﬁiy; 2016. . )

Bs it relates to this indictment, the statute reads

as. follows, A person is ‘quilty of criminal sexual conduct
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with aminor in the third'degreeiifﬂthe.actdr‘is over
14 years:of age and the actor willfully and lewdly commits
or attempts to commit a lewd or lascivicus act updn OF

Withniﬁequﬁy or its parts of a child under 16 years of

-age with the intent of arousing, -appealing to, ox

gratifying the lust, passion, or' Sexual desires of the
acteor or the child.

Now, I will, -also; 'charge to you ‘what is; considered a
lewd act on a minor. And I'm reading, specifically, from
Section lé<15—140-of Qpr,SoutthaIQlina‘CQde,pf‘ﬁaws. And
this is to give clérification to you on~tﬁo'WOrd$ that are
used in.the statute, the word "lewd" and the word"
"lascivious.”

The Defendant: —— and‘tﬁis is ~- dnd I'm gbing te read
the statute. But keep in mind, even though I'm, reading
you this statute for those pu;ppse;,'this,nefendaht ig not

charged with a violation of this particular statute. But

me reading the statute will give you some degree of

clarification on two words that are contained in the *

- statute I.did read,. which #s "lewd"™ and "lascivious.” So

just listen.

The Défendant 1s ¢harged with committing a lewd act
on a minor. A minor is”anpersoniunder,the age of 18. The
State must' prové beyond a reasonable doubt the Défendant

was -over the age of 14. Next, the State must prove the
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Deféndant willfully and lewdly .committed or -attempted a
lewd. or, lascivious ackt or —- with the body ox its parts of
a childiuiider the age of 16 years with thé intent to

arouse, appeal ‘to, or gratify the. lust, passion, or sexual

desires of the Défenddnt or the child.

As you can see, this particular statiite almost reads
identically to -the statute you‘jhsﬁ‘heaid, except listen
to what I'm getting ready to tell you. Ih -- contained in

this statute it says, Willfully means voluntarily and

intentionally with the specific intent to do something the

’

law férbids.
But here is a. definitien that‘31outlined.in‘this

statute about lewd. The word "lewd" .is used in the

previous statute. The woid "lascivious® is used in the

previous statute. Lewd means obscene, lustful, and
indecent. Lascivious means tending to incite lust, lewd,.
indecent, obstene, or tending to deprave the morals in
resgectito.sexual_relations. And I'm going to read those
definitions. again. Eerimeaﬁs obscene, luastful, and
indecent. Tascivibus means tending to incite lust, lewd,
indegént; obscene, or tending to: deprive —- -deprave the
morals in respect to sexual relations.

Now — now, those are the principles of substantive
law that you must apply to this case. The —— I have

created two —- the Court has creatéd two verdict forms.
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There is a. verdict form for each: particular indictment.

On the top of the verdict form is the -indictment number
for edch one of the indictments: Contained in-the verdict

form is the time frame -- the exact time frame. of the:

" alleged offense that was contained in each ogeiof the

indictments. The vérdict forms mirror that time frame.
The verdict form -—- one says, As to the charge of
criminal sexual conduct with a minor thiid degree
occurring between July 16th of 2016 and Vanuary 16th;,
2017, we, the jury, by unanimous consent find the
Defendant; Michael Sullivan -- now, keep in mind, I havé
two lines. One line says, Not guilty. Thé_neﬁf line
says, Guilty. Pay no attention to fhe order that's

listed. I had to put them in somé ordef, but. that's why

' they're listéd that way. And then it .has the Foxeperson

of the juries name and to sign the verdict form ohce you
have deliberated and reached a decision.

On the second verdict form, it is the exact same
form. The only thing that's different is it alleges a
different date as --— Eﬁaf mirrors the indictment -- the
other indictmént that I saw —-— talked te you about
earlier.

Now, ladies and gentlemen of the jury, you were not
chosen to be a juror in. this case to be' a partisan. or an

advocate for the State or the Defenddant. You have been
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chosen as, a juror in this case because you agreed to

give — be - to listen and to be fair and impartial to

‘both. sides. And that -youn could décide this casé without

any kind .of bias, prejudice, or any conceived notions: --
ideas..

So you are the judges- of the :facts. And your sole
intereétsherg today is'to determine what the .facts are,
take the ldw as T just gave it to you, and apply it to
those facts usingwyour.life exgeriences@ your'bommon
sense, and your sense ofilogiCMéné reason. Aﬁd,gpce,you
do that, you'll be able te reach:a verdict.

lNQﬁg-each of you' -- 'each —— all of you, all 12 of you
have a vote in this case. And it's your vote. It's no
one elsé's vo£e. Eachfjurdr-has & vote. And that's your
vote.

So don't be_afééi@ to change your mind if you are of
a different mindset and -discussion -- after the

discussions that you have had with your fellow jurors.

But.doh't chande youbr mind simply to gét thé& case over

with or-to reach a unanimous verdict.. It is extremely
important to both sides. It's important to the State, as
well as this Defendant .that you be very conscientious.
The same ‘degree of consciousness that you —= being
conscientious that you started with the case, you must

take it all the way throudh.
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The .record is. now closed. And there is not going to

be any more witnesses. And there are not going to be; any

_fiore exhibits. So if something Was referred to diring. the

trial that you want to have but you don't have: back there

in the jury room as an exhibit, I can't get it to you: So

keep that in mind.

Now, do not start deliberating or talking about ‘the
case until you get certain things from me. You will be
sent -- the bailiff will bring back to. you the verdict
forms. And the bailiff will, also, bring back to you the
exhibits.

Once. you réceive.both of those items, Mr. Foreman,
then you're free to move forward with deliberations. But
before you do that, I need to defer to Counsel £46r both
sides before I give you those instructions.

So, Mr, Bailiff, if you would take the jury panel
back to the jury room,

THE BAILIFF: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Plea3e —— you're still —- at ‘this point,
do not talk to any -- each other: about the case until you
get some instructions from me.

(WHEREUPON, the jury was excused ftrom open court. at

‘aPproximate%y 3:46}p.m.) .

THE COURT: TCould you bring me the two alternates?

I'm going to do that first and then I'1l hear from
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you.

‘Juror #193, Michdel Simms; enteéred.theé courtroom.)

THE COURT: If y'all would just stand right there.

I, ceftainly -- Qéiﬁainl?i'wa@tfté‘thank.both of. you
for your service as alternates in this case these last
couple.of days.

And I hope that -- that you benefitted from'your
service as jurors: And I hope you get an opportunity to
serve as a juror, not necessarily in a criminal case, but
in a Civii.ca56>5eCédSéfI think it's an hénor to-do so:

So you're free to‘gp: But ~:-and_give'the —— your
notepad —- well, you can take —— take it with you. .But
you're free td;gg;'but'you can remain if you so like.
It's up to you. So it's up to each one of you:

Madam Clerk, do you want me to send them back -
downstairs?

THE CLERK: Janine can make a work statement for. your
work, if you need oné.

THE -BAILIFF: I've got the: work statements.

THE .COURT: All right. |

THE BATLIFF: Anybbddy’ need work statéments?

(WHEREUPON, there was no response.)

THE COURT: .Qkay. Just follow the bailiff.

Thank you.
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(WHEREUPON, :Juror 447, Jesus Colon Carrasquilio, and

Juror: #193, Michael Simms, exited the courtroom.)

THE .COURT: Any excepticns?

MS. MAJOR: Yes,. Your Honor.

‘Can we-.can -approach?

THE COURT: Yes.

Ms. MAJOR: T ‘think I confused everybody. And I
apologize.

(WHEREUPON, a bench conference was held;{

THE COURT: All right. TFt's my understanding that
there's no exceptions to the-charge from either the Stdte
or the Defendant. So noted on the record.

And I have instructed the bailiff to take the

exhibits, alorg with the verdict forms, te the jury. And

they will begin deliberating.

It is approximately. 3:51 p.m.

All right. And we'll be at easé until further
notice.

(WHEREUPON, the proceedings were recessed at

a?proxiﬁately“B:S? p.m.)

THE COURT: All right. Before we bring the jury out,
let me just —— this is directed to thé people out there in
the — seated. |

Irregardless of what this verdict is, I will not

tolerate any cutbursts of anyakind- I'Want’to-jnst'tgll

-
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you that on the front end sc we don't have to-deal with
that. : v

Everybody undérstands?

(WHEREUPON, occupants in the courtroom indicated in

the affirmative.)

THE COURT: All right. BriAg the jury in.

(WHEREUPON, ‘the iqry.came into open court at

apptroximateély. 4:36 p.m.)’

THE COURT:" A1l right. Mr. Forewan, has the jury
_reached a verdict?

JUROR #126, STERLING IANEY: . We have, Your Honor.

iHEaCOUﬁj: All right. Would you hand the verdict
form to the bailiff?

Madain Clerk, would you publish the verdict?

VERDICT

THE CLERK: Yes, sir.

Your: Honor, in the case of'201géGS—23~4166; the State
v. Michael. Sullivan, as to the charge :of criminal sexual
conduct With a minor third degree occurriiig between the
16th day of July, 2015, and the 15th day of ‘July, 2016 we,
the jpry; by unanimous consent 'find the Defendant, Michael
Sullivan, guiltys

JIn the case of 2018-G8-23-4165, as to the charge of
criminal sexual cohdué¢t with a minor in the third degree

occurring betweéen the 16th.day of July, 201§, and the 16th
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day- of January 2017, we, the jury, by unanimous consent

find. the Defendant, Michael Sullivap, guilty.

This is sighéd by Mr. Laney, our Foreperson.

Ladies and‘genflemen, if 'you agree these are the.
verdicts you reached in your deliberation room, would you,
please, raise your right hand.

(WHEREUPON, all of the jurors raised their hand.)

THE CLERK: I thank you.

THE COURT: All right. Ladie§ and gentlemen of the
jury, I appreciate your service as jurors this week. And
I want to ‘applaud you for ‘being Veryxatteétiﬁé. I think
that you were a great jury: You worked and you listened
to everything. You evaluated everything.

I noticed a lot of you were taking notés. I'm
probably one of the judges that do allow note taking
because I think it helps you sort of put the facts
together. And I'reaily'think it helps your job as fact
finders. I think that's important. And I noticed a‘iot
of ydu ‘were doing that.

And5I'applaud all of you for listening. I think

‘that's important. I don't think that the State or the

Defendarnt could ever say that all of you did not listen to
what was presented-
So I appreciate your service: I hope you have an,

opportunity to serve as jurors again, whethet it's in the
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criminal court or whether it's on the civil side. I think
it's an honorable thing to do.
And I'm:going to eXcuse you .for ——
Madam Clerk, :do I need.to, send them downstairs?
THE 'CLERK: No. 'Their -- their statements are here:
THE BAILIFF: - I've already distributed then.
iHE CiERK: Yes, sir. Their statements are here.
fﬂE COURT: All right, Well, I'm going to exciise you

for the week. This was the only matter,. from my

.understanding, that was still out here for the week. -So

theré's 'ho need —— no need- to have you —— &and tomorrow is
Friday anyway. So we're not going to do a whole lot on
Friday.-

So good luck tb you.  And you're free td stay, if
want te. If not, you're free to go.

Thank you. 1 appreciate it.

THE BAILIFF: Quéestion. Are they allowed ‘to take
their notes home with -them, ifﬁthey'd_like?

THE COURT: THey —— they can: I don't -—- I don't
have agprobiem'with that.

jWEEREQPON, the.jury was excused from open court at

approximately 4:39 p.m.)

THE COQRT: All right. Any —— any motions from
either side?

MR. MUSSETTO: YOur“Honor;:it“s‘my'undérstéhding,of
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the. law that I have 10 days to make any=mo£ionsm
THE COURT: Yes,
MR.‘MUsSETTOf THat. T don*t riecéssarily rieed to make
a motien contemporaneous: with today's verdict.
THE'COUBT="¥oﬁ‘re gcing to opt to do that?
ﬂR. MUSSETTO: I would opt to do that.
THE COURT: AIl right. Very well.l
Anything before sentencing?
MR. MUSSETTO: No, Your Honmor.
THE COURT: All right. Bring: the Defendant up and
Ms. Major. |
Okdy. 1I'll be glad to hear from both sides. I*1l be
glad tp,bear'from the State.

Ard T'11, alse, be glad to heat from you,

Mr. Mussetto.

And then I'11l, also; be glad to hear from you,
Mr. Sullivan.

7 MS. MAJOR: And, Your Honor, I was going to get his
prior record. I -- I do not beliéve he has anything
significant. It's just a 1990, driving under suspension;.
1993, f:audulent_checkg‘193, fraudulent: check; '94,
fraudulent check. So that would constitute his record:

Your. Honor, you heard the facts. You saw what this
victim had to gor through to get up here to —- to testify..

The victim’s. mother would like to speak at. the
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appropriate. time.

THE COURT: I'11 be glad to hear from her.

MS. ‘MAJOR: Ms. Williams, if you just Want to stand
right at the bar and say your name for the recﬁrd.

MS. TAMEKA WILLIAMS: Tameka. Williams --.

THE .COURT: Spedk loud énough so I can heéar you.
Now, the -court reporger has to hear, too.

I'11l tell you what,; .she reeds to move ——

Can you see her, Hollie?

TﬁE-CbuET REPORTER: Not good.

THE COURT: Not really.

THE COURTROOM DEPUTY: Do you want. me to’ bring her up
here? |

THE 'COURT:" Yeah. lBringwﬁer up hefe 50 -5he Canu.;

Ygs, ma'am.

MS. TAMEKA WILLIAMS: T'm going to state my name for
the Court, Tameka Williams.

I just want to thank everybody for being able to

deliver this justice for my daughter. I mean, this has

‘been really tough .on her, really i@udﬁ on me.

ﬂigbgel Sullivan, bgsiCally,‘robbed my baby of her
childhéed. BAnd I find nyself haﬁin@ to tell :her no over
all the -things that a child would want to do .like spend
the night with her- friends, and go here, and do that, you

know:. He have just put us in a pesition where I have to
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tell my baby no more often to the things that she should

be allowed to do.

2hd I just wanted to just éxpréess the impact  that
this has made on my danghter .and on me as well. And, you
know, just to contipue to express how, you know, she's —
how understanding my daughter is. She knows it's not
fair. But she do understand the reasons why. But it
still doesn't stop her from asking and wanting to de what
a typical eight-year-old would want to do.

And I just feel like he —- Mike Sullivaﬁ don't really
understahd the —-- what he took from her and what he todk
from'me;iand how hard he. has made this for us’ up to ‘this
date and continuing forward. “Because this is something
that we havé to cortinue to -- to not dwell on, but it's
still going to be ‘there.

And it's not —- -it’s -- we received justice today.

But it's not going to stop her from further asking

questions or —— I -just don't know what's going to come of
this because of her still remémbering what has happened to
her in the past.

And I just -- if anything, I just really hope that

Mike Sullivan would. take that into consideration ahd just

understand what he took from my family. That's all.
THE COURT: ‘Yes, ma'am.

All 'right. Anything else from your side? That's it?
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MS. MAJOR: No. That was it.

THE COURT: Mr. Mussetto.

MR. -MUSSETTQ: Yeés, Your "‘Hondr. -

Judge, I would ask-you to consider Mr. Sullivan's age

and his pretty much lack .of a record. He's had a couple

fraudulént c¢hecks in the'early 905. And that's the -extent
of his criminal background. As Your Honor heard, he
works. ‘“He ﬁas involved in church. This.is a very
difficult case forﬂ;= for all Partiesf'JudgeL -

I understand that with this séntence —- or with the
juries finding, he will be on the sek rfegistry. And, Your
Horor, Ehdat in and of itself is going!to be aﬁlifelong
sentence for him. H

This charge ‘ranges from zero to 15. Obviously,
there*§‘ﬁwo counts. I would ask Your Henor -to consider,
if Your Honor does decide to do-some prison time, that the
charges be run concurrently. |

-Judge, given,his.laCk=of a re;prd,,l believe that
Mr. Sullivan would be a gedd cdndidate to have an
exﬁreméiy’lengthy=prison'time‘hanging‘over-his”head. And
that should he deviate from any.spfthf_probatignary
period in ‘any way, he Wwould know that he has a ot of
prison that he would be facing. Because he works, he
would be able to do électronic mohitoring, the whole nine

yards.
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And, Judge, like T said, the sexual registry in and

of itself is a'liﬁelong~sentance-¢®§;’h@ will have to face

évery ddy no mattér if -he serves.any time in priscn ot
not.
/
Do you want to say -anything?

DEFENDANT SULLTVAN: Yes.

I would just like to say that I -— 1 really have been

wrongly accused. And this will -~ this will affect my
life for the rest of my life.

THE COURT: All right. Anything else?

DEFENDANT SULLIVAN: I --

THE COURT: “Go ahead.

‘DEFENDANT SULLIVAN: That's it.

THE COURT: All right. You krow, theré are matters
that —-- that come before the Court where there are no
winners, just no winners. These type matters, there’s

losers ori both sides. WNobody wins. And these type

-matters more than,probably some others, at the -- at the
.end of the day, families are torn dpart on both sides,

‘both sides.

Anything else from the State?

MsS. MAJOR: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Anything else from the Defense?
MR;'MUSSETTO: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Any jail time credit?
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MS. MBJOR: Two days, Your Honor.
SENTENCING
THE COURT: All right. On irndictment

2018-GS-23-4165, the State v. Michael Stilivan,,charged

~with, criminal Sexual conduct with & minof third degree,

the sentence of the Court is that ybu be committed to the
South Carolina Department of Corrections for a period of
10 years.

‘On indictment-2018-GS-23-4166, the State v. Michsel

.Suliivan, charged with criminal sexual conduct: with a

‘minor third dégree, the sentence of the Céurt is you be

coitfined to the SOufh'Carolinatbepartment of Corrections
for a period, of 10 years.

These, sentetices shall bé ran -¢oncurrent to one
another. .Sex offender registry Wﬁll.be required or both
sentéences.

Good luck to you, sir.

Yekdokok kkdkkokkkx XXEND OF TRANSCRi?T OF RECORD % ke de sk e ke ok e
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