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York County Sheriff's Office
Forensic Laboratory Services
% ‘Moss Justice Center
Kevin R. Tolson 1675-2A York Highway
Sheriff York, South Carolina 29745-7430
Laboratory Report
Lab Case # ¥20-00533 Agency Case # 2007160505
Reporting Section Forensic Biology Submission Agency Rock Hill Police Department
Date of Report July 20, 2020 Investigated by Matthew Palmer
Date of Submission July 16, 2020 Submitted by Daniel Popov
Delivery Method Hand to Hand
Involved Subjects:
Name | DOB | Type

Description of Evidence:

Item 1 Swab of base of magazine
Item 2 Swab of trigger

Item 3 Swab of grip
Methodology:

~Items 1-3 were analyzed using the polymerase chain reaction (PCR) and the Applied Biosystems GlobalFiler™ kit.
!.}.%;’Glc;ball—“iler_TM targets amelogenin, Y Indel, DYS391 and the following Short Tandem Repeat (STR) loci: D3S135 8,
vWA, D165539, CSF1PO, TPOX, D8S1179, D21S11, D18S51, D28441, D195433, THO1, FGA, D2251045, D5S818

D138317,D78820, SE33, D10S1248, D181656, D128391, and D2S1338.

2

Conclusions:

The DNA profile obtained from the swab of the base of the magazine ([tem 1) is consistent with a mixture of at least
four individuals. The partial major DNA profile is from an unidentified male source. No conclusions car be offered
regarding the minor DNA profile,

The DNA profile obtained from the swab of the trigger (Item 2) is consistent with a mixture of at least four individuals.
The major DNA profile is from an unidentified male source. No conclusions can be offered regarding the minor DNA
profile.

The DNA profile obtained from the swab of the grip (Iten1 3) is consistent with a mixture of at least five individuals.
The major DNA profile is from an unidentified male source. No conclusions can be offered regarding the minor DNA
profile,

The major DNA profiles obtained from [tems 1-3 are consistent,
Additional Information:

The DNA profile from the swab of the trigger (Item 2) will be entered in the COmbined DNA Index System (CODIS) in

s CONFIDENTIAL REPORT
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

County of YORK

SEARCH WARRANT

Date 7/21/2020

Officer Any Lawful Officer

______
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 1350

COUNTY OF YORK AFFIDAVIT

. Personally appeared before me, one Detectivg_JM, Wa]_[age ~ .
who, being duly sworm, says that there is probable cause to believe that certain property subject to seizure inder provisions

¥

of Section 17-13-140, 1976 Code of Laws of South. Carolina, as amended, is located on the following premises in this County:

DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY SOUGHT

Deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA), preferably saliva, via buccal swab from the mouth of Travis Lamont Gathers, DOB 06/29/ 1970
Other DNA obtaining methods being via removal of hair follicles from the body of Travis Lamont Gathers, DOB 06/29/1970

DESCRIPTION OF PREMISES (PERS ON, PLACE OR THING)
TO BE SEARCHED

The body of Travis Lamont Gathers, DOB 06/29/ 1970

: REASON FOR AFFIANT 'S ‘BELIEF THAT THE
PROPERTY SOUGHT IS ON THE SUBJECT PREMISES.

See attached affidavit

Sworn to andg @bscribed before me\' : '
o c
&hiszgi\';ihday. of % 20 2%
\ - T O - N ,3&‘“\ L.8.) WW&“’
7 Q Signature of Judge L M. WALLACE(/

1 L AV O

. Address 16752A York Highway York SC 29745

Affiant

Phone 803-628-3039
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Attachment #1
Search Warrant Affidavit
York County Sheriff's Office Case Number
202000032285, 202000034482,202000035009, 202000036045

1) Attachment #1

Deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA), preferably saliva, via buccal swab from the mouth of
Travis Lamont Gathers, DOB 06/29/1970 _

Other DNA obtaining methods being via removal of hair follicles from the body of
Travis Lamont Gathers, DOB 06/29/1970

The affiant, Detective J.M. Wallace who is a certified law enforcement officer assigned
to the York County Sheriff’s Office Criminal Investigation Division Violent Crime Unit and has
several years of experience, including criminal investigations, states the following facts to
support probable cause to search the records listed within:

On 6/28/2020 Deputies with the York County Sheriff’s Office responded to the
Bojangles, located at 4927 Charlotte Highway, Clover, York County, South Carolina in reference
to a Armed Robbery. Upon arrival Deputies met with the victims inside the Bojangles who stated
that a black male suspect entered the building by- using a rock to bust the glass door. The suspect
entered the building and robbed the manager and employees at gunpoint. The suspect was
wearing dark colored clothing, with a dark colored mask, and carrying & black in color handgun.
The suspect took money from the safe, took the employees cellular devices and forced them into
the freezer. The suspect then left on foot leaving through the same door he entered. According to
a witness, the suspect crossed over Charlotte Highway headed towards the entrance to a nearby
apartment complex. Video surveillance was recovered from the inside and outside of the
Bojangles.

On 7/10/2020 Deputies with the York County Sheriff’s Office responded to the Wendys
located at 5188 Charlotte Highway, Clover, York County, South Carolina in reference to an
Armed Robbery. Upon arrival Deputies met with the victims inside of Wendys who stated that a
black male entered the building by using a rock to bust the door glass door, and robbed the
manager and employees at gunpoint. The suspect was dressed in dark colored clothing, with a
dark colored mask, and carrying a black in color handgun. The suspect took money from the safe
and fled the business. No video surveillance was available from the business.

On 7/12/2020 Deputies with the York County Sheriff’s Office responded to the Wendys
located at 1800 Highway 160, Fort Mill, York County, South Carolina in reference to an Armed
Robbery. Upon arrival Deputies met with the victims inside of Wendys who stated that a black
male entered the building through an open back door where a truck was being unloaded. The
black male was armed with a handgun. As the black male forced the truck driver inside of the
back door, a shot was fired striking the wall. The shell casing was recovered and entered into
NIBIN for comparison. The black male suspect was wearing a blue shirt, camo shorts, and a tan
hat. The suspect took money from the safe and fled the business. Video surveillance was
provided from the manager’s office showing the clothing of the suspect.



On 7/16/2020 Officers with the Rock Hill Police Department responded to the Wendys
located at 1758 Heckle Boulevard, Rock Hill, York County, South Carolina in reference to a
Armed Robbery. Upon arrival Officers met with the victims who stated that a black male suspect
wearing dark colored clothing entered the building by busting the glass door with a rock. The
victims inside stated that the black male suspect was armed with a handgun. Officers on scene

- located several cash drawers and a Smith and Wesson M&P 9mm handgun laying the parking lot

of a nearby business. The handgun was swabbed for DNA. and fingerprinted. The DNA was
processed by the York County Sheriff’s Office DNA Lab and sent to SLED for comparison. The
fingerprint recovered on the magazine was entered in AFIS by Director George Weeks with
YCMFSU. The firearm was taken to SLED for examination and comparison to the shell casing
recovered in the Wendys Armed Robbery in Fort Mill, South Carolina on 7/12/2020. SLED
firearms laboratory confirmed that the shell casing recovered from the Wendys Armed Robbery
in Fort Mill was fired by the Smith and Wesson M&P 9mm recovered at this incident.

On 7/17/2020 Officers with the Rock Hill Police Department responded to the Arbys
located at 1673 Cranium Drive, Rock Hill, York County, South Carolina it reference to an
Armed Robbery. Upon arrival Officers met with the victims inside the Arbys who stated that a
black male entered to the building through the unlocked side door. The victims described the
suspect to be wearing dark colored clothing and a dark color mask. The victims stated that the

-suspect was armed with a siraight edged knife, similar to a kitchen knife: The victims stated that

the suspect took the money till from the drive thru register, and also money from the safe. The
victim stated that the suspect exited the store through the side door. Detectives with Rock Hill

‘Police and the York County Sheriff’s Office canvassed the area for video surveillance. Video

surveillance located at the Arbys as well as the storage facility nearby show a vehicle that
appears to be a dark colored Mercedes circling the parking lot just before the robbery occurred.
The vehicle parked on the side of the roadway near Arbys, and flees the area a short time later.
Video surveillance was obtained from a nearby Walgreens as well showing the vehicle fleeing
the area.

“ On7/19/2020 Deputies with the York County Sheriff’s Office responded to the
McDonalds located at 5262 Highway 557, Clover, York County, South Carolina in reference to a
Armed Robbery. Upon arrival deputies met with the victims who stated that they arrived at 4am.
The victims stated that they unlocked the door to open for business at Sam. The victims stated

- that a short time later, the suspect entered the building and was standing behind her at the fryers.

The victim stated that the suspect was a black male, wearing darked colored clothing, armed with
a straight edged knife. The victim stated that he forced her back to the office and made her open
the safe. The victim stated that the suspect took money from the safe, including a money box,
bank money bags, coins, and cash. The victim stated that the suspect left through the side door.
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Based on Detective .M. Wallace’s training, experience and evidence collected by YCMFSU and
RHPD FSU it is believed that the recovery of this information listed above will aid in this
investigation and possible prosecution of any and all possible suspect(s). I hereby determine and
find probable cause to believe Travis Lamont Gathers has commiited a crime and clear indication
that relevant material evidence will be found and the method used is safe and reliable. I find that

. the necessity for this evidence outweighs all constitutional safeguards and find this to be a lawful
search-and seizure with minimal bodily intrusion. :

Sworn to and Subscribed before me

This being 7/21/2020 @ _ \Y\-Y\oam/pm
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Form Approved by
5.C.. Aftorney General

SEARCH WARRANT ey Gener!

, March 15, 1973,

T T s L AARWS AR LVER

COUNTY OF YORK

TO ANY BONDED LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER OF THIS STATE OR COUNTY OR OF THE MUNICIPALITY

oF York County; South Carolina

it appeai‘i.ug from the attached affidavit that thére are reasonéble grounds to believe that certain property subject to s;éi-zure
under provisions of Section 17-13-140, 1976 Code of Laws of South Carolina, as amended, is located on the following premises:

. DESCRIPTION-OF PREMISES (PERSON, PLACE OR THING) . -
' TO BE SEARCHED

The body of Travis Lamont Gathers, DOB 06/29/1970

Now, therefore, you are hereby authorized to search the'sui;ject premises for the property described below,-and to seize
such property if found: : - : . '

DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY

Deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA), preferably saliva, via buccal swab from the mouth of Travis Lamant Gathers, DOB 06/29/1970
Other DNA obtaining methods being via removal of hair follicles from the body of Travis Lamont Gathers, DOB 06/29/1970

This Search Warrant shall not be valid for more than ten days_ﬁ'bm the date of issuance.
A wriften inventory of all property seized pursuant to this Search Warrant shall be made to

Issuin g Authority

within ten days from the date of this warrant such inventory to be signed by the.officer executing this warrant, and a copy
of such inventory shall be furnished to the person whose premises are searched if demand for such copy is made.

A copy of this Search Warrant shall be delivered to the person in charge of the premisés searched at the tjme'of such
* search if practicable, and, if not, to such person as soon thereafter as is practicable; in the event the identity of the person
in charge is not known or if such person cannot be found after reasonable diligence in attempting to locate the person, a copy

shall be attached to a prominent place on such premises.

"C,'\-o‘d-&_r‘. _ | . s ' _ _ |
Tw\\# > .20 }crmj W ;}’\ @.8)

1 Signature of Judge <
SCCA/513 - , \!—} L\!\@ . Q 1géa e of Judge

(3-78)
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RETURN

-

I received the attached Search Warrant '7'/ 2.1 120 _2. b_ , and have executed it as follows:

On 7/ '1.! 120 A\ at o'clock _.P_M, I searched

(the person) described in the warrant and (the premises)

I left a copy of the warrant with ___j_mg,u."(. CredtnerS

Name of person searched or "at the place of search" with.
Together with a receipt for the items seized.

The following is an inventory of property taken pursuant to the warrant:

Qred $enls

£
Y
Yoo

This inventory was made in the presence of ':I)a i Asilea.

AND __@urdor i\_lpe,(} < T_Slae:? tasidet

I swear that this Inventory is a true and detailed account of all the property taken by me on the warrant.

i
SWORN to before me this 9‘%
—\X\J\-‘\\ﬂ 20 =90 n ﬂ/ /

day of

\

Q\ . (S:gnatuze of dﬁ‘{’égr Epecuting Warrant)
\w —

! (L 3.)
C@ Signature of Ju )
oOD" S i
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Y20-00651 Record #1 - Cham of Custody Report

York County Sheriff's Office

Laboratory
Evidence
Y20-00651 _Sub #1 Agency Case #202000036045
Item 1 Reference swab
Transfers

Y20-00651 - Item 1
7/31/2020 9:50:39 AM

Reason:
Comments:
7/31/2020 9:50:39 AM

Reason:
Comments:
8/11/2020 8:02:59 AM

‘Reason:
Comments:
B/11/2020 8:15:58 AM

Reason:
Comments:
1/27/2021 3:05:37 PM

Reason:
Comments:
1/27/2021 3:05:37 PM

Reason:
Comments:

Prepared by Campbell-Smith, Emily on Monday, 08 February 2021 03:46 PM.

Submitted by Officer Traylor, Barbie from York County Sheriff's Office. Received
by Joslyn, Bryn at York County Sheriff's Office - Forensic Biology. Delivery
Method: Hand to Hand.

Placed in Storage at Forensic Biology Evidence Room by Joslyn, Bryn at York
County Sheriff's Office - Forensic Biology

Removed from Storage by Campbell -Smith, Emily at York County Sheriff's Qffice
- Forensic Biology.

For Exam

Placed in Storage at Forensic Biology Evidence Room by Campbell-Smith, Emily
at York County Sheriff's Office - Forensic Biology

Other
exam complete

Removed from Storage by Piper, Samantha at York County Sheriff's Office -
Forensic Biology.

Requested By Officer '
Returned to Officer Traylor, Barbie from York County Sheriff's Office. Returned

by Piper, Samantha at York County Sheriff's Office - Forensic Biology. Return
method: Hand to Hand.

Requested By Officer

1/1

PKT 12 OF 63 - ChainOfCustodyY20-00651 Record #1.pdf
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Kevin R. Tolson

York County Sheriff's Office
Forensic Laboratory Services

Moss Justice Center
1675-2A York Highway

Sheriff York, South Carolina 28745-7430
. Laboratory Report
Lab Case # Y20-00651 Agency Case # 202000036045
Reporting Section Forensic Biology Submission Agency York County Sheriff’s Office
Date of Report January 20, 2021 Investigated by Joey Wallace
' Devin Askew
Date of Submission July 31, 2020 Submitted by Barbie Traylor
_ Delivery Method Hand to Hand
Involved Subjects:
Name DOB Type
Travis Lamont Gathers 06/29/1970 Suspect

Please refer to report Y20-00533 dated July 20, 2020.

Description of Evidence: -

Item 1 Reference swabs for Travis Gathers (Y20-00651)

Jtem 2 Swab of trigger (Y20-00533)
Methodolopy:

Item 1 was analyzed using the polymerase chain reaction (PCR) and the Applied Biosystems GlobalFiler™ kit.
GlobalFiler™ targets amelogenin, Y Indel, DYS391 and the following Short Tandem Repeat (STR) loci: D3S1358,
vWA, D168539, CSF1PO, TPOX, D8S1179, D21S11, D18S51, D28441, D198433, THO1, FGA, D22S1045, D5S818,
D138317, D78820, SE33, D10S1248, D1S1656, D128391, and D2S1338.

Results/Conclusions

The major DNA profile obtained from the swab of the trigger (Y20-00533 Item 2) matches the DNA profile obtained for
Travis Gathers (Y20-00651 Item 1). The probability of randomly selecting an unrelated individual with a DNA profile
matching that obtained is approximately 1 in greater than 7 trillion (approximately 1.000 times the world population).

Additional Information:

This test is accredited under the laboratory’s ISO/IEC 17025:2017 accreditation issued b
Board. Refer to certificate and scope of accreditation FT-0310.

CONFIDENTIAL REPORT

PKT 9 OF 63 - Lab Report-Released-(7688).pdf

Page |

¥ ANSI National Acereditation
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Inzerillo, Meliss : :

From: " Canpbell-Stith, Emily

Sent: ", Thursday, February 4, 2021 2:04 PM
To: " Epting, Christopher

Subject: RE: gathers discovery request

Hi Chris,

I am assuming she is asking for all the data files for the case. She called me a little while back asking for them and |
directed her to request a discovery packet via your office. | can put the info together for you if you want. We did get a
confirmation sample for comparison purposes so as far as we are concerned, the DNA work is wrapped up and we don’t
need a Schmerber hearing. | am available next week except for Tuesday between 10 and 2pm.

Talk soon, ‘

Emily

From: Epting, Christopher

Sent: Thursday, February 4, 2021 12:47 PM
To: Campbell-Smith, Emily

Cc: Parrish, Martha

Subject: FW: gathers discovery request

Emily,

Any idea what she might be asking for in the email below (disregard the phone stuff)? | at first thought that Joey tock a
suspect sample with a search warrant, but now I'm thinking he didn’t and we probably need to do a Schmerber motion
soon. Would you have availability next week via webex or zoom? It would be an easy hearing and she should consent
(we have the CODIS hit and he even admitted to touching the gun} but he is apparently a difficult client.

Thanks, ‘

Chris

From: Inzerillo, Melissa <Melissa.Inzerillo@yorkcountygov.com>
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2021 9:18 AM

To: Epting, Christopher <Christopher.Epting@vyorkcountygov.com>
Subject: gathers discovery request

Hey! Can you send me the worksheets and supplemental documents from the forensics lab and SLED regarding the DNA
testing of the gun and any other testing they did?

Also, are there any other repof*ts from the phone, like GPS or any other dumps done on it?
Thanks,

Melissa

ERETERE = ot I+ oL L I
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