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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
COUNTY OF LANCASTER Case No. 2014-CP-29-306

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
CHRIS COMBIS

DESA BALLARD, as Personal Representative
of the Estate of Chris Combis,

Plaintiff/Petitioner,
PRE-TRIAL BRIEF OF GEORGE
Vs. COMBIS, DIANE COMBIS AND CHRIS
COMBIS

GEORGE COMBIS, DIANE COMBIS, and
CHRIS COMBIS,

Defendants/Respondents.

NOW COMES George Combis (“George™), Diane Combis (“Diane”) and Chris Combis
(“Chris”) (altogether, the “Defendants” or “Respondents™)), pursuant to Rule 16(c) of the South

Carolina Rules of Civil Procedure, respectfully submitting their pre-trial brief.

I. Statement of the Facts
The matter before the Court arises out of a dispute between the parties with respect to the

Defendants’ production of certain items requested by Plaintiff during discovery in the captioned
matter. Specifically, Plaintiff, via subpoena, requested the following on March 16, 2017: (1) the
production of the “original Rolex watch allegedly gifted to you by the deceased for appraisal” from
Chris; (2) “any and all fire arms allegedly received from or gifted to you by the deceased for
appraisal as well as contents of the safe in which the deceased stored cash and documents” from
George; and (3) “coins allegedly received from the deceased” from Diane.

Following the Defendants’ objections to the production of these requested items
(cumulatively, the “Items”), Plaintiff filed a motion to compel (the “Motion to Compel”) on May

15, 2017. At the hearing on Plaintiff’s Motion to Compel, Defendants consented to produce the

ROA 0914



Items with the understanding that the purpose of the production was to allow Plaintiff’s inspection
and appraisal of the Items, which would then be returned to the Defendants. Pursuant to the
foregoing agreement between the Parties, the Court ordered the Defendants to produce the Items
by August 15, 2017, and Plaintiff to return them to Defendants upon completion of their appraisal
and inventory. (see the Court’s Order granting the Motion to Compel entered on August 9, 2017).

In compliance with the Court’s Order, Defendants (on August 14, 2017) produced the Items
they believed to have been requested by Plaintiff. Specifically, the Defendants produced numerous
coins in their possession, one firearm, one holster, one empty detachable magazine and one Rolex
watch, all of which Defendants believe to be responsive to the Motion to Compel.

Plaintiff contends, and the Defendants deny, that the Defendants did not produce the Items
requested. In support of her contention, Plaintiff filed a verified petition and request for rule to
show cause (the “Petition”) on August 24, 2017, requesting the Court to hold a hearing with respect
to the Defendants’ production of the Items. In response, the Court issued an Order and Rule to
Show Cause to George Combis, Diane Combis and Chris A. Combis on August 30, 2017.

Pursuant to that Order, the Court commenced a hearing (the “Hearing”) on November 14,
2017. The Hearing continued until November 17, 2017, at which point (prior to its conclusion) the
Court issued a stay (the “Stay”) pending the outcome of a Court-ordered investigation by SLED
and its North Carolina counterpart as to certain contested matters that arose during the Hearing.

IL. Objective Statement of the Facts in Controversy

The nexus of this dispute is the identification of the Items, specifically: (1) whether the
gold Rolex produced by Chris Combis was the same watch that was left to him by Chris A. Combis
(“Pop™); (2) whether the pistol produced by George Combis was same one Pop had left him; and
(3) whether coins produced by Diane Combis constituted the complete collection in Pop’s

possession at the time of his death.
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IIL.

Legal Issues Involved and the Applicable Law

a. Legal Issues

1.

Whether the Plaintiff has met her burden for the Court to hold Chris Combis
in contempt for his alleged non-compliance with the subpoena and order
granting the Motion to Compel with respect to Pop’s original Rolex watch;
Whether the Plaintiff has met her burden for the Court to hold Diane Combis
in contempt for her alleged non-compliance with the subpoena and order
granting the Motion to Compel with respect to the coins/coin collection; and
Whether the Plaintiff has met her burden for the Court to hold George
Combis in contempt for his alleged non-compliance with the subpoena and
order granting the Motion to Compel with respect to the guns and/or items
in the safe that belonged to Pop.

Whether Plaintiff has proven with clear and convincing evidence or beyond
a reasonable doubt that the Items sought were assets owned by Pop at his
death as it must be determined those Items are part of the trust corpus in
order for the Court to hold the Defendants in contempt. See Wellin v. Wellin,
No. 2016-001141, 2019 WL 98263, at 3 (S.C. Ct. App. Jan. 4, 2019), reh'g
granted (May 29, 2019) (holding that the money at issue must be a trust

asset for the court to retain jurisdiction).

b. Applicable Law

Contempt can only exist when the record is “clear and specific as to acts or conduct upon

which the finding of contempt is based.” Spartanburg County Dept. of Social Services v.

Padgert, 296 S.C. 79, 370 S.E.2d 872 (1988). The alleged contemptuous conduct must be

specified and clearly “reflected in the trial record.” State v. King, 306 S.C. 335,412 S.E.2d 375

(1991). When the petition for contempt reveals that its purpose is “to enforce orders of the

court”, civil, and not criminal, contempt is the remedy. Stave ex rel. Love v. Howell, 285 S.C. 53,

328 S.E.2d 77 (1985); see also Poston v. Poston, 331 S.C. 106, 502 S.E.2d 86 (1998). Criminal

contempt exists to “vindicate the rights of the State, not the individual party.” Toyota of

ROA 0916



Florence, Inc. v. Lynch, 314 S.C. 257, 442 S.E.2d 611 (1994). Further, a finding of contempt
requires “willful disobedience” as to specific “acts or conduct upon which such finding is
based.” Curlee v. Howle, 277 S.C. 377 at 382, 287 S.E.2d 915 at 918 (1982).

The movant must show noncompliance and the burden then shifts to the offender to
establish any defenses and/or inability to comply. Brasington v. Shannon, 288 S.C. 183, 341
S.E.2d 130 (1986); Pratt v. South Carolina Dept. of Social Services, 283 S.C. 550, 324 S.E.2d 97
(Ct. App. 1984); Long v. Atlantic Homes, 311 S.C. 237,428 S.E.2d 711 (1993) (upon a prima
facie case of contempt being made, the burden falls on the contemnor to show defenses). In the
event a party fails to comply with an order granting a motion to compel, and the failure was not
substantially justified or that there are other circumstances that would make a sanction unjust,
Rule 37 of the South Carolina Rules of Civil Procedure governs. Id.; Ball v. Canadian American
Exp. Co., 314 S.C. 272,442 S.E.2d 620 (Ct. App. 1994).

An individual has the unlimited right to give away one’s own property during his or her
lifetime. Courts v. Annie Penn Mem'l Hosp., Inc., 111 N.C. App. 134, 139, 431 S.E.2d 864, 866
(1993) (quoting Charlotte Park & Recreation Comm'n v. Barringer, 242 N.C. 311, 321, 88
S.E.2d 114, 123 (1955)). An inter vivos gift from one individual to another is irrevocable. Atkins
v. Parker, 7 N.C.App. 446, 450-51, 173 S.E.2d 38, 41 (1970).

IV.  Exhibits and Witnesses
a. [Exhibits Already Entered into Evidence by Defendants/Respondents
1. —Respondents 1: The Revocable Trust Agreement for Chris Combis
ii. — Respondents 2: First Amendment and Restatement of Revocable Trust
Agreement of Chris Combis
ili. — Respondents 3: Second Amendment and Restatement of Revocable Trust
Agreement of Chris Combis

iv. —Respondents 4: pictures of gun, coins and watch produced by Defendants
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v. —Respondents 5: picture of handgun — 25 caliber
vi. —Respondents 6: picture of Colt .45 and rifle
vii. —Respondents 7: Letter with Inventory and Appraisement
b. Additional Exhibits
- Respondents 8: Power of Attorney
- Any exhibits already introduced by Plaintiff
- Any exhibits yet to be introduced by Plaintiff
c. Witnesses (Note: this witness list is without waiver of any rights held by the
Defendants)
- Chris Combis
- Diane Combis
- George Combis
d. Since Plaintiff has not finished putting on her case, the Defendants reserve the right
to use additional exhibits or call additional witnesses depending on the information
presented by Plaintiff. Further, Defendants reserve the right to supplement this pre-
trial brief as appropriate.
V. Unusual Problems Relating to Evidence to be Introduced
The Defendants do not foresee any unusual problems relating to evidence in this case.
V1.  Unusual Questions or Matters for the Court’s Consideration
The Defendants are not aware of any unusual questions or matters for the Court’s
consideration.
VII. Status of Settlement Negotiations
The Parties have engaged in multiple attempts to settle this dispute, and nearly did so

during a mediated settlement conference ordered by the United States District Court for the State
of South Carolina. (See draft memorandum of settlement is attached hereto as Exhibit “A”). Final
settlement was not reached due to Plaintiff’s demand that Chris Combis personally guarantee the
payments that his parents agreed to make. As he had no role in the underlying case, the

Defendants were unwilling to accept this condition.
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Prior to the Hearing on November 14, 2017, Chris Combis offered to tender the gold
Rolex to Plaintiff and relinquish any right, title and interest in might have in it. A copy of this
offer is attached hereto as Exhibit “B”. Plaintiff rejected that offer.

Defendants recently hired separate counsel for the purpose of negotiating settlement. The
Defendants made the following offer to settle this dispute: (a) $600,000.00, with $200,000 paid
upon the sale of George and Diane’s residence as a lump sum, and $400,000.00 over five years
in equal quarterly payments; (b) Linda Combis would have a life estate in the house and the trust
would make the monthly mortgage payments; (c) upon Linda Combis’ death, the house would be
sold and her counsel’s fees would be paid out of the proceeds realized by the sale with the
remainder to the trust; (d) George Combis would waive his share for any trust proceeds; and (€)
Chris Combis would relinquish the Rolex in Ms. Ballard’s possession, or the Rolex would be
returned to him and he would pay the average of three appraisals for the watch to the trust.

The Plaintiff countered with the following offer: $1,000.000.00 in a lump sum.

The Parties are still engaging in settlement talks to resolve this matter in its entirety.

THIS the 315 day of May, 2019.

i
7
//)

By: ,/-:—/,/él/

Joseph R. féﬂfngto;f;m

Ty K. McTier

Redding Jones, PLLC

2907 Providence Road, Suite A303
Charlotte, NC 28211
704-900-2215 (phone and fax)
jpellington@reddingjones.com
tmctier@reddingjones.com
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¥Y REDDING | JONES

November 13, 2017

Via Email and Fax

Doug Truslow
douglastruslow@truslowlaw.com
Fax: 803-256-7659

Re:  Combis/Ballard — Settlement Offer
Rule 408 Compromise and Offer to Compromise

Doug:

As you are aware, the only reason Chris Combis (“Mr. Combis™) is a party to this
litigation is because of the watch (the “Watch”; a picture of the Watch is enclosed with this
letter). While Mr. Combis believes, and will testify, that he complied with the subpoena and that
the Watch is his personal property, he desires to resolve this litigation as it relates to him. He has
authorized me to make the following offer:

1. In exchange for a dismissal with prejudice and a release of all claims against him, he will
tender the Watch to Ms. Ballard;

2. Further, he will relinquish any right, title, and interest in the Watch;

3. As part of the dismissal, Ms. Ballard will waive any sanctions in the litigation as a result
of any alleged misconduct with respect to the Watch; and

4. Upon the parties reaching an agreement, Ms. Ballard will consent to Mr. Combis being
released from the order to show cause (thereby, upon approval from the Court, allowing
Mr. Combis to avoid appearing tomorrow).

I look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

—

Joe Pellington

Enclosure
cc: George, Diane and Chris Combis (via email)

REDDING JONES, PLLC
2907 Providence Road, Suite A303 EXHlBlT

Charlotte, NC 28211

www.reddingjones.com

tabbies*
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NORTH CAROLINA 203268
DURABLE POWER OF ATTORNEY

MECKLENBURG COUNTY
PARTI - APPOINTMENT
KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS, that I, Chris Combis, of Mecklenburg County,

North Carolina, have made, constituted, and appointed and by these presents do make, constitute,
and appoint my son:

Name: Geroge Combis
Home Address: 8707 Lake Challis Ln
_Charlottc, North Carolina

if living, competent, and willing to act, my true and lawful attomey-in-fact (hereinafter, "attorney”)
for me and in my name, place, and stead to deal generally in all respects, without restriction, in and
with any property of any nature whatsoever in which [ may have any interest.

PART U - POWERS

A. Statutory powers. | hereby grant to my attorney all of the powers set forth in North
Carolina General Statutes 32-27, which powers are hereby incorporated by reference, subject to the
restrictions of North Carolina Geperal Statutes 32-26.

B, Specific Powers. Without in any way limiting the broad general power given to my
attorney under Part I, above, and in addition to those powers referred to in Paragraph A, above, and
not in limitation thereof, I specifically authorize my attorney to act for me in the following manner:

1. DEMAND AND RECEIVE PROPERTY. To demand, receive, collect, and hold any and
all monies, securities, and other personal and real property of any nature whatscever belonging to me
or in which [ may have any interest.

2. OPEN AND MAINTAIN BANK ACCOUNTS. To open and maintain accounts for me
and in my name in such banks, savings and loan associations, and other financial institutions as my
attomey may deem best; to make deposits of money belonging to me in such accounts; and to
disburse such monies on the signature of my attorney for any purposes in connection with my
personal comfort, support, maintenance, health, and general welfare, in such manner and amounts,
for such purposes, and at such times as my attorney, in his, her, or its sole discretion and judgment,
may deem best.

3. DISBURSE FUNDS. To make disbursements of monies belonging ta me in such manner
and amounts, for such purposes, and at such times as my attorney-in-fact, in his, her, or its sole

QQ"H&.(Y\

Tarbam Helms, Haee's Ri‘f’“"—‘v “Morbor
IO Fapy, ew Pod, St { 200
CradeTre , e 24070

Lespolits T
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discretion and judgment may deem best for maintenance, repair, improvement, raanagement, or any
other purposes in connection with any real or personal property or any intcrest therein owned by me.

4. DEAL IN REAL ESTATE. To sell, subdivide, improve, operate, manage, control, and
lcase any and all real estate owned by me, wherever located; to demand, collect, and receive the
rents, income, and profits derived therefrom; to exercise in all respects general control and
supervision over any real estate belonging to me; and to purchase or otherwise acquire additional real
estate.

5. SUPERVISE SECURITIES AND PERSONAL PROPERTY. To exercise in all respects
general control and supervision over any securities and other personal property, tangible and
intangible, of any nature whatsoever belonging to me; to receive the dividends, interest, proceeds,
and profits derived therefrom; and to purchase and otherwise acquire additional personal property.

6. ENTER SAFE DEPOSIT BOXES. To have unrestricted access to and control of the
contents of any safe deposit box or vault to which [ might have access, and to take and remove from
such box or vault any or ali of the contents Lhereof.

7. MANAGE SECURITIES. To vote all stocks, bonds, and other securities; to collect the
dividends, interest, profits, or accruals therefrom; to invest, sell, reinvest and manage the same; and
to exercise any and all rights and powers in connection therewith, all as my attomey in his, her, orits
sole discretion and judgment, may deem best,

8. DEMAND AND RECEIVE MONEY DUE, To demand and receive, sue for and recover
any and all monies or rights of any nature whatsoever, and from whatever source derived that may
now be due to me or which may at any time hercafter come due, and to give in all respects proper
receipts, releases, and acquaintances therefore, with no liability on the part of any obligor making
payments to my attorney to see to the application of the proceeds of such payments or collections,

9. BORRQW. MORTGAGE., AND PLEDGE. To borrow such amounts for such purposcs,
and at such times as my attorney, in his, her, or its sole discretion and judgment, may deem best, and
to pledge or mortgage any of my property, real or personal, as security for any such loans.

10. MAINTAIN LEGAL ACTIONS. To institute, prosecute, defend, compromise, settle,
arbitrate, or dispose of any legal, equitable, or administrative actions or proceedings in my name; to
execute and verify petitions and complaints in the Federal and State courts, specifically including the
United States Tax Court; and to cause me to be represented in such proceedings.

11. TAX CONTROVERSIES. To represent me and to appoint others to represent me in all
tax matters before all officers of the Internal Revenue Service and any State Department of Revenue
for all years from 1950 to 2050, inclusive.

12. TAX RETURNS. To sign and verify all tax, social security, unemployment insurance,
and information returns required by the United States or by any State or subdivision thereof,

Combis00030
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specifically including joint income tax returns with my spouse, clairas for refund, requests for
extension of time and consents in my name; to receive, endorse, and receipt for any tax refunds due
to me; and to pay, compromise, or contest any taxes, penalties, or interest for which I am or may be
liable.

13. POWER TO FUND AND CREATE TRUSTS. To add any property whatsoever
belonging to me to any trust established by me, before or after the execution of this instrument, to be
held and managed as though an original part of such trust, and to create any type of trust, including a
Renunciation Trust, funded by any and all of my assets, and to execute such instruments, documents
and papers to ¢ffect the wansfers deseribed herein as may be necessary or appropriate.

14. MAKE GIFTS. To make gifts to persons or institutions, including to the attorney-in-fact
named in this power of attorney. This power is limited to gifts that qualify for the federal gift tax
annual exclusion, shall not exceed in value the federal gift tax annual exclusion amount in any one
calendar year. Such gifts may be made in the sole discretion and judgement of the attorney-in-fact
for tax benefit to me or my estate or for any other reason. I grant my attormey-in-fact the power to
make gifts on my behalf even though I may not have had a history of prior gift giving.

15. INSURANCE TRANSACTIONS. To exercise any right or obligation in regard to any
insurance policy of any kind whatsoever in which [ have any incident of ownership; to obtain
additional contracts of insurance for me; and to designate the beneficiaries of such insurance
contracts, provided, however that the agent himself cannot be such beneficiary unless the agent is
spouse, child grandchild, parent, brother or sister of the principal. The foregoing powers shall apply
to private and public plans, including but not limited to Medicare, Medicaid, SSI and Worker's
Compensation.

16. ESTATE AND TRUST TRANSACTIONS. To request, demand, sue for, recover,
collect, and hold, or to disclaim or renounce as provided by law, any interest that | have or may have
in any estate or trust, to execute and deliver any receipts, releases, or other instruments in connection
with any such interest, and to exercise in whole or in part, release or let lapse any power of
appointment held by me, whether general or special, or any power of amendment or revocation under
any trust, subject only to any restrictions upon such exercise imposed upon my attorney-in-fact as set
forth in other provisions of this instrument. Ispecifically authorize my attorney-in-fact to renounce
any or all interest I may have in an estate pursuant to a Renunciation Trust provision for any
purposes deemed proper in the exclusive discretion of the attorney-in-fact.

17. BUSINESS TRANSACTIONS. To conduct, engage in, and transact any and all lawtul
business of whatever nature or kind in which [ am engaged or interested.

18. IMPLEMENT FOREGQING POWERS. To sign any and all contracts, deeds, or other
instruments necessary to carry out any of the aforementioned powers, hereby giving and granting
unto my attorney full power and authority to do and perform all and every act and thing whatsoever
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requisite and necessary to be done in implementing such powers as fully to all intents, and purposes
as [ might or could do if personally present, with full power to substitute in my place and stead.

19. PERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS AND AFFAIRS. To do all acts necessary for
maintaining my customary standard of living and the customary standard of living of my spouse, my
children and my other dependents; to provide medical, dental, and surgical care, hospitalization and
custodial care for me, my spouse, my children and my other dependents; to continue whatever
provision has been made by me for me, my spouse, my children, and my other dependents, with
respect to autornobiles, or other means of transportation; to continue whatever charge accounts have
been operated by me for my convenience, and the convenience of my spouse, my children and my
other dependents, to open such new accounts as my attorney shall think to be desirable for the
accomplishment of any of the purposes enumerated in this paragraph, and to pay the items charged
on such accounts by any person authorized or permitted by me or my attorney to make such charges;
to continue the discharge of any services or duties assumed by me, to any parent, relative or friend of
mine; to continue paying incidental to my membership or affiliation in any church, club, society,
order or other organization, or to continue contributions thereto,

PART III - ADMINISTRATION

A. CQMPENSATION. My attorney shall serve without bond and shall receive and be paid
such commissions as are allowable under the North Carolina General Statutes in effect at the time
any services hereunder are rendered.

B. REVOCATION OF PRIOR POWERS OF ATTORNEY. All Durable Powers of
Attorney for Financial Management heretofore filed or executed by me are hereby revoked. This
Power of Attorney does NOT revoke any Durable Power of Attorney for Health Care previously
executed by me.

required to file this document with the Clerk of Superior Court nor to file inventories or accounts
with said Clerk, but shall keep full and accurate records of all transactions for me hereunder and
render the same to me at least annually, if [ am competent, or to my spouse, oldest adult child or
nearest living relative (in that order), should [ become incompetent or incapacitated.

D. RATIFICATION. Ido hereby ratify and confirm all things so done by my attorney within
the scope of the authority herein given my attorney as fully and to the same extent as if by me
personally done.

E. NOMINATION OF GUARDIAN. Ifat any time following the execution of this Power of
Attomney, a court appoints a guardian of my estate or a general guardian, I request that the court
making such appointment consider my attorney nominated hereuader to serve as such guardian of my
estate or general guardian.

F. EFFECTUATION. The terms of this document shall not become effective until a
medical practitioner, licensed in the State of Morth Carolina, shall issue a statement, a dated copy of
which must accompany this document, to the cffect that I am no longer able to handle my own
affairs.

Combis00032
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G. SEVERABILITY. If any part of any provision of this instrument shall be invalid or
unenforceable under applicable law, such part shall be ineffective to the extent of such invalidity
only, without in any way affecting the remaining parts of such provision or the remaining provisions
of this instrument.

THIS POWER OF ATTORNEY IS EXECUTED PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF
NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL STATUTES SECTION 32A-8, AND IT SHALL NOT BE
AFFECTED BY MY SUBSEQUENT INCAPACITY OR MENTAL INCOMPETENCE.

7H
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, [ have hereunto set my hand and seal this j/ day of

M ¢4_2002. -
./.j._.,“%M_(SEAL)

Chiris Combis
NORTH CAROLINA
MECKLENBURG COUNTY
I, (o A’ CO(:Q_ ___, a Notary Public in and for the State and County

aforesaid, hereby certify that Chris Combis personally appeared before me this day and
acknowledged the due execution of the foregoing Durable Power of Attorney for the purposes therein
expressed.

L‘-\»\
WITNESS my hand and notarial seal this dayof NoN. 2002,

[NOTARY SEAL]

Combis00033
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August 14, 2017

Via Hand Delivery

Desa Ballard

Ballard & Watson, Attorneys at Law
Post Office Box 6338

West Columbia, South Carolina 29169

Re: Per Rep. Desa Ballard v. George Combis,
Lancaster County (Case No. 2014CP2900306)

Dear Ms. Ballard:

In response to your Subpoena dated March 16, 2017, our office is producing the following
items (the “Items™) for appraisal:

*  Four rolls of pennies

®  Ten sealed packages of various coins
®*  Five blue encased coins

®*  One firearm

®*  One holster

. One empty detachable magazine

. One Rolex watch

Photographs of the aforementioned Items are attached hereto. Please note that the Combis’
are not waiving any rights with respect to these Items, including but not limited to the ownership of
this property. Pursuant to the Court’s order, please contact me once the appraisal 1s concluded so
we can coordinate the return of the Items.

Sincerely,

REDDING | JONES, PLLC

=

Joseph R. Pellington
/mr
Ce: George Combis, via (Via email)
Enclosures

Redding Jones, PLLC
2907 Providence Road, Suite A303
Charlotte, North Carolina 28211

ROA 0928
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By signing below, I am acknowledging receipt of the Items.
Name: &%\ COO\ (VA

J
Signature: Mrj/—/

Date: 6{“{ [(Q’

Redding Jones, PLLC
2907 Providence Road, Suite A303
Charlotte, North Carolina 28211
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Tl‘LISIOW 8 Tl'llSlOW

Attorneys At Law
www.truslowlaw.com

Telephone: 803-256-6276  Fax: 803-256-7659

Doﬁglas N. Truslow Neal D. Truslow
do ug]asbvs]a W@tmslo wla w.com neal; fms./o W@L‘ms]owja w.com
P/Jysica/ Address: waai/ing Address:
914 Richland Street, Suite B-102 P.O. Box 1465
Columbia, SC 29201 Columbia, SC 29202

August 24, 2017

RE: Desa Ballard, as PR of the Estate of Chris Combis v. George Combis, Diane
Combis, and Chris A. Combis
2014-CP-29-00306

" Honorable Brian M. Gibbons
Judge of the Sixth Judicial Circuit
P.O. Drawer 580

Chester, SC 29706

Dear Judge Gibbons:

On August 9, 2017, you entered an Order in the above referenced matter compelling
George Combis, Diane Combis and Chris A. Combis to comply with a Subpoena issued by Desa
Ballard as Personal Representative of the Estate of Chris Combis, which estate and associated
case were transferred to the Circuit Court by the Probate Court.

An ostensible delivery of items required to be produced was made, however, Ms. Ballard
possesses considerable evidence that at least one valuable item is clearly a fake. With other
items, there clearly appears to be less than full compliance. Mr. Nosal advises that his clients
concur and support what Ms. Ballard asserts.

Ms. Ballard is seeking a Rule to Show Cause. Because of the nature of the dispute, I will
now be appearing on behalf of Ms. Ballard.

I am sending the original Petition for Rule to Show Cause to the Clerk for filing along
with a proposed Order and Verification of Ms. Ballard with Exhibits and asking him to forward
it to you for your consideration.

I would ask that you please review the enclosed copies and if you find them acceptable,
execute the original upon its delivery and schedule a hearing for same, returning the clocked and
scheduled copies in the self-addressed and stamped envelope enclosed so that they may be duly
served.
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Sincerely,

(v ‘40seph Pellington, Esquire
Peter J. Nosal, Esquire
Jeff Hammond, Clerk of Court
Client (via email)
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- | STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
U ISSUED BY THE COMMON PLEAS COURT IN THE COUNTY OF LANCASTER

Desa Ballard, Plaintiff
V. SUBPOENA IN A CIVIL CASE
George Combis, Defendant Case Number: 2014-CP-29-00306

Pending in Lancaster County

TO: Chris A. Combis, 5814 Bentway Drive, Charlotte, NC 28226

[ 1 YOU ARE COMMANDED to appear in the above named court at the place, and time specified below to testify in the
above case.

PLACE OF TESTIMONY COURTROOM

DATE AND TIME ; AM

[X] YOU ARE COMMANDED to appear at the place, date, and time specified below to testify at the taking of a
deposition in the above case.

PLACE OF DEPOSITION DATE AND TIME October 17, 2017, 12:00 PM
Regus
3440 Toringdon Way, Suite 205

[><]
<

OU ARE COMMANDED to produce and permit inspection and
you OSSBSSIOH, CUSIOCly or COHI]‘OI at T.l’le pldbt:, Cld[e dIl(.l ume speu D

ermit inspection of the followine nremises at the date and time snac

1388 L wl | 8] A X
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2 3 (&5 2 1212 190 /RULE O

ENAED ORGANIZATION NOT A PARTY TQ THIS IS HERERY Dm-ﬁcwn TO RULE 30(
q G ONE OR MORE OFFICERS, DIREC

T JRE, OR P re]
HER T‘ERSUNS wnO CONSENT TO TESTIFY ON ITS bhl‘U—\Ll‘ DHALL SET FORTH, FOR i:/-\Cn PERSON EMUNAL:D TH
MATTF’RS ON WHICH '—{p WILL TESTIFY OR PRODUCE DOCUMENTS OR TH'NGS THE PERSON SO DESIGNATED TESTIFY AS TO
; O THE

E ORGANIZATION
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i PROOF OF SERVICE

SERVED DATE / C) - 4// 6;24"/ 7 FEES AND MILEAGE TO BE TENDERED TO WITNESS UPON

T T e, o, DAILY ARRIVAL
PLA%/??Z /,’LE)M p@ﬁ? £ CIYES l@iNO AMOUNT $

SERVED ON [\/%mm\g B\j /i /- 4\6 MANNER OF SERVICE/%é(gQM@‘ g Q @4
SERVED B(]—: MG, Jém , q/é/\\ TITLE %/&S SZ/%J&!:’\
DECLARATION OF SERVER

; 7.
e T 7
I certify that the foregoing information contained in the ‘Fjoefff/;rv;:; is truevand fr/ect. V)

Pt : Lo
cosnaand 277 7 S

sk

Bernard investigations
~ PO Box 16
Rock Hill, ST 29731
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(1) A party or an attorney responsible for the issuance and service of a subpoena shall take reasonable steps to avoid imposing undue burden or
expense on a person subject to that subpoena. The court on behalf of which the subpoena was issued shall enforce this duty and impose upon the party
or attorney in breach of this duty an appropriate sanction, which may include, but is not limited to, lost earnings and a reasonable attorney's fee.

ADDRESS OF SERVER

Rule 45, South Carolina Rules of Civil Procedures, Parts (c) and (d):

(c) Protection of Persons Subject to Subpoenas.

(2)(A) A person commanded to produce and permit inspection and copying of designated electronically stored information, books, papers, documents or
tangible things, or inspection of premises need not appear in person at the place of production or inspection unless commanded to appear for
deposition, hearing or trial. A party or an attorney responsible for the issuance and service of a subpoena for production of books, papers and
documents without a deposition shall provide to another party copies of documents so produced upon written request. The party requesting copies shall
pay the reasonable costs of reproduction.

(B) Subject to paragraph (d)(2) of this rule, a person commanded to produce and permit inspection and copying may, within 14 days after service of the
subpoena or before the time specified for compliance if such time is less than 14 days after service, serve upon the party or attorney designated in the
subpoena written objection to inspection or copying of any or all of the designated materials or of the premises—or to producing electronically stored
information in the form or forms requested. If objection is made, the party serving the subpoena shall not be entitled to inspect and copy the materials or
inspect the premises except pursuant to an order of the court by which the subpoena was issued. If objection has been made, the party serving the
subpoena may, upon notice to the person commanded to produce, move at any time in the court that issued the subpoena for an order to compel the
production. Such an order to compel production shall protect any person who is not a party or an officer of a party from significant expense resulting from
the inspection and copying commanded.

(3)(A) On timely motion, the court by which a subpoena was issued, or regarding a subpoena commanding appearance at a deposition, or production or
inspection directed to a non-party, the court in the county where the non-party resides, is employed or regularly transacts business in person, shall
quash or modify the subpoena if it:

(i) fails to allow reasonable time for compliance; or

(i) requires a person who is not a party nor an officer, director or managing agent of a party, nor a general partner of a partnership that is a party, to
travel more than 50 miles from the county where that person resides, is employed or regularly transacts business in person, except that, subject to the
provisions of clause (c)(3)(B)(iii) of this rule, such a person may in order to attend trial be commanded to travel from any such place within the state in
which the trial is held; or

(iiii) requires disclosure of privileged or otherwise protected matter and no exception or waiver applies; or

(iv) subjects a person to undue burden.

(B) If a subpoena:

(i) requires disclosure of a trade secret or other confidential research, development, or commercial information, or

(i) requires disclosure of an unretained expert's opinion or information not describing specific events or occurrences in dispute and resulting from the
expert's study made not at the request of any party, or

SCCA 254 (05/2015) (See Rule 4R GoAt{I%3dlina Rules of Civil Procedure, Parts (c) & (d) on pages 2 and 3)



{iii) requires a person who is not a party nor an officer, director or managing agent of a party, nor a general partner of a partnership that is a party, to
incur substantial expense to travel from the county where that person resides, is employed or regularly transacts business in person, the court may, to
protect a person subject to or affected by the subpoena, quash or modify the subpoena or, if the party in whose behalf the subpoena is issued shows a
substantial need for the testimony or material that cannot be otherwise met without undue hardship and assures that the person to whom the subpoena
is addressed will be reasonably compensated, the court may order appearance or production only upon specified conditions.

(d) Duties in Responding to Subpoena.

(1)(A)A person responding to a subpoena to produce documents shall produce them as they are kept in the usual course of business or shall organize
and label them to correspond with the categories in the demand.

(B) If a subpoena does not specify the form or forms for producing electronically stored information, a person responding to a subpoena must produce
the information in a form or forms in which it is ordinarily maintained or in a reasonably usable form or forms. :

(C) A person responding to a subpoena need not produce the same electronically stored information in more than one form.

(D) A person responding to a subpoena need not provide discovery of electronically stored information from sources that the person identifies as not
reasonably accessible because of undue burden or cost. On motion to compel discovery or to quash, the person from whom discovery is sought must
show that the information sought is not reasonably accessible because of undue burden or cost. If that showing is made, the court may nonetheless
order discovery from such sources if the requesting party shows good cause, considering the limitations of Rule 26(b)(6)(B). The court may specify
conditions for the discovery.

(2)(A) When information subject to aﬂsubpoena is wifhheld on a claim ‘that it is privileéed or subject to protection as trial preparation materials, the claim
shall be made expressly and shall be supported by a description of the nature of the documents, communications, or things not produced that is
sufficient to enable the demanding party to contest the claim.

(B) If information produced in response to a subpoena is subject to a claim of privilege or of protection as trial preparation material, the person making
the claim may notify any party that received the information of the claim and the basis for it. After being notified, a party must promptly return, sequester
or destroy the specified information and any copies it has and may not use or disclose the information until the claim is resolved. A receiving party may
promptly present the information to the court under seal for a determination of the claim. If the receiving party disclosed the information before being
notified, the receiving party must take reasonable steps to retrieve the information. The person who produced the information must preserve the
information until the claim is resolved.

3

SCCA 254 (05/2015) (See Rule 45% 8238 Rules of Civil Procedure, Parts (c) & (d) on pages 2 and 3)
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¥ REDDING | JONES

November 20, 2017

Shirley G. Broom
502 Unity Street
Fort Mill, SC 29715-1830

Re:  Desa Ballard v. George Combis
Case No.: 2014-CP-29-306 County of Lancaster

Dear Shitley:

Our office would like to make a formal request for a copy of a transcript for a hearing regarding
the above referenced matter, which took place on November 17, 2017 at 9:30 am at the Lancaster
Coutthouse. The Honorable Brian M. Gibbons was the judge who presided over the hearing,

Please advise of the cost of the transcript and I will issue payment accordingly. I appreciate
your time and attention to this matter. Don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

REDDING | JONES, PLLC

-

Marisol Rivera

jmr || |

REDDING JONES, PLLC
2907 Providence Road, Suite A303
Charlotte, NC 28211
www.reddingjones.com
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Common Pleas Non-Jury/General Sessions Non-Jury
Judge: Gibbons, Brian M.

Circuit No: 6

Start Date: 11-13-2017

End Date: 11-17-2017

Court Reporter(s): Shirley Broom

11/17/2017 Hearing 9:30 am

Shirley G. Broom
502 Unity Street
Fort Mill, SC 29715-1830
County: York (Circuit: 16)
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South Carolina Law Enforcement Division

Case Status Report

INFORMATION DESCRIPTION CASE NUMBER 32-17-0135

OPEN COMPLETED CLOSED Cross Ref. No
Active Date 07-20-2018 X Unfounded Character 10 , .
Under Pros. Review Declined Character Details
Suspended Adjudicated
Awaiting Court Ex. Cleared
Opening Date 11-17-2017 Closing Date  07-20-2018 Lab Number
Blake, K. N. Horton, D.
Casc Agent (last name, initials) Assisting Agent (fast name, initials) Supervisor @ast name, initials)
Requesting Agency 6" Judicial Circuit Name _Judge Brian Gibbons
SLED Authority Capt. John Bishop Date Received 11-17-2017
Incident Date Incident Location Lancaster
Subject @ast name, Jirst name, middle initial) Victim @ast name, Sirst name, middle initial)
Combis, George Estate of Chris “Pops” Combis

Combis, Diane

Combis, Chris

Subject Vehicle(s):

Remarks:

On November 17, 2017, the South Carolina Law Enforcement Division (SLED) received an emailed request
from Judge Brian Gibbons of the 6™ Judicial Circuit to conduct an investigation into the possible breach of trust
of funds and other items from the estate of Chris “Pops” Combis by the listed subjects.

A review of the court transcripts, and exhibits presented during depositions, was conducted.

Based on the information obtained during the investigation; the determination was made there were no criminal
charges to be made.

The findings were discussed with Judge Gibbons, who did not request any further investigation into the matter,
Materials obtained pursuant to this investigation are maintained with this case file for reference.

This case is closed.

Approved Supervisor: A/%%_—’— Date: 7/(/5;

Approved Admin. Supervisor: A 01 Date: A 1L /i
[d ~ S—
Form # R0-031 (Rev. 7-24-06) — -
CALEA 42.1.3,82.1.5,82.2.3 S b
UL Jo
Tyast T
VBN A SIS
M/
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South Carolina Law Enforcement Division

Case Status Report

INFORMATION DESCRIPTION CASE NUMBER 32-17-0135
OPEN COMPLETED CLOSED Cross Ref. No
_ X Active Date , Unfounded Character 10 ; ;
Under Pros. Review Declined Character Details
: Suspended ___ Adjudicated
____ Awaiting Court ___ Ex.Cleared
Opening Date _11/17/2017 Closing Date Lab Number
Blake, K. Horton, D.
Case Agent (last name, initials) Assisting Agent (last name, initials) Supervisor (last name, initials)
Requesting Agency 6" Judicial Circuit Name Judge Brian Gibbons
SLED Authority Capt. John Bishop Date Received 11/17/2017
Incident Date Incident Location Lancaster
Subject (lust name, first name, middie initial) Victim (fast name, first name, middle initial)
Combis, George Estate of Chris “Pops” Combis

Combis, Diane
Combis, Chris A.
Subject Vehicle(s):

Remarks:

On November 17, 2017, the South Carolina Law Enforcement Division (SLED) received an emailed request
from Judge Brian Gibbons of the 6" Judicial Circuit to conduct an investigation into possible breach of trust of
funds and other items from the estate of Chris “Pops™ Combis by the listed subjects.

Approved Supcrviso,r;j‘( ( /\_/lU e Date: [[ /] 1 /f);;/’?’

Approved Admin. Supervisor: Date:

Form # R0-031 (Rev. 7-24-06)
CALEA 42.1.3, 82.1.5, 82.2.3
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Blake, Kevin

From: Horton, Derrick

Sent: Friday, November 17, 2017 3:33PM
To: Blake, Kevin

Subject: Fw: Lancaster/Mecklenburg referral

From: Bishop, John

Sent: Friday, November 17, 2017 2:56 PM

To: Baker, Kevin W

Cc: Williams, Gianna; Smith, Jeremy; Horton, Derrick
Subject: FW: Lancaster/Mecklenburg referral

John

John Bishop, Captain
SLED Investigative Services
Phone (803) 896-7250

jbishop@sled.sc. gov

Soart {éef:r.ﬁt’i’m&
253rd

From: Robertson, Tommy
Sent: Friday, November 17, 2017 2:21 PM

To: Bishop, John
Subject: Fw: Lancaster/Mecklenburg referral

Captain Thomas . Robertson
Investigative Services
SLED Headquarters

Office: (803) 737-9000

ROA 0944



From: Gibbons, Brian M. [mailto:BGibbonsi@sccourts.org]

Sent: Friday, November 17, 2017 2:10 PM

Ta: Robertson, Tommy
Cc: Gibbons, Brian Law Clerk (William C. Corbett)

Subject: Lancaster/Mecklenburg referral
Tommy, thanks for your call. Here’s what happened:

I am presiding over a hotly contested Estate matter pending in Lancaster Common Pleas Court. (Estate of Chris “Pop”
Combis). Mr. Combis died back in 2009 and his estate still has not been settled. It has been very acrimonious to say the
least. There are 3 heirs, two daughters reperesented by Pete Nosal of Charlotte and a son (George). George’s wife
(Diane) and their son Chris A are also involved. These three are currently represented by Joe Pellington of

Charlotte. Desa Ballard, lawyer in West Columbia, is the court appointed PR and trustee. She's represented by Doug
Truslow of Columbia. The two sisters are teamed up against George, Diane, and Chris A. These are the players in this

nasty mess.

They've been to NC courts, appellate courts, Federal Court in SC {Judge Joe Anderson), US Court of Appeals
etc....anyway, I'm presiding over this contempt action brought by Ms. Ballard on behalf of the Estate against George,
Diane, and Chris A. The hearing centers around a Rolex watch or watches, various antique or nice firearms, and an
apparently expansive coin collection which allegedly had been hidden and not turned over for an accounting by the
Estate. During the hearing I learn that several hundred thousand dollars may have also been secreted from Pop's
business, Superior Tile in Charlotte. Also, | hear about George walking around with copious amounts of cash...10s of
thousands of dollars and allegations of safes being broken into and stuff being stolen. There was also sworn testimony
of concealing and converting estate assets. George's demeanor and behavior in the courtroom also concerned me.

While this is a civil action seeking a contempt order and sanctions, there comes a point where I’ve heard enough to stop
the proceeding and order that a criminal investigation be conducted, because what | had heard so clearly establishes
probable cause for possible criminal charges of Breach of Trust, Criminal Conspiracy, Perjury, Safecracking, and tax
evasion. As a Circuit Judge, | cannot just let testimony like this go. So, | stayed the hearing in an abundance of caution
and had Hal Gregory, retired SLED agent and current bailiff in Lancaster, contact y'all to investigate as y’all may deem
appropriate. As | told the lawyers and the parties, civil contempt requires clear and convincing evidence, criminal
contempt requires beyond a reasonable doubt evidence, but allegations of criminal activity to warrant a criminal
investigation or charge requires probable cause. 5o that’s the deal. Contact me further if you need any more

information.

Brian M Gibbons
Resident Circuit Judge
Sixth Judicial Circuit

~~~ CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE ~~~ This message is intended only for the addressee and may contain
information that is confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, do not read, copy, retain, or disseminate
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CASE MANAGEMENT HISTORY|

Kevin Blake CASE NUMBER: | 32-17-0135
Lt. Derrick Horton Estate of Combis, Chris
“Pops”
Requestor Judge Gibbons,
SUPERVISOR: VICTIM: | Bran
Lancaster Combis, George
Combis, Diane
COUNTY: SUBJECT: | Combis, Chris A.
DATE ACTION TAKEN
11-17-17 1600 — SLED Captain John Bishop contacted S/A Blake and advised to contact Hal

Gregory [N on Monday, 11-20-17, to set up a meeting regarding a Breach of
Trust investigation in Lancaster.

Initial information was provided in which Judge Brain Gibbons EEEEEETEE, ot
Judicial Circuit, requested SLED conduct an investigation after he was made aware of
possible criminal activity stemming from a civil case he was presiding over, in which
family members of the deceased, Chris “Pop” Combis, possibly conducted the following
criminal acts: breach of trust, criminal conspiracy, perjury, safecracking and tax
evasion.

Additional point of contact was listed as Cyrus Corbett (I, Law Clerk

11-20-17

0930 - S/A Blake contacted Hal Gregory who advised to contact Cyrus Corbett for
information.

0940 - S/A Blake contacted Cyrus Corbett who advised Judge Gibbons would be
available to meet at 1100.

1100 - S/A Blake met with Judge Gibbons and his Law Clerk, Corbett. There was no
specific information provided during the meeting to establish that a crime had occurred.
S/A Blake requested court records, and contact information for the respective parties,
along with their attorneys, in order to gather additional information.

11-27-17

1115 - S/A Blake attempted to contact Cyrus Corbett regarding the court documents and
contact information for the involved parties’ respective attorneys. A voice message was

left.

1215 - S/A Blake made contact with Desa Ballard, attorney for the estate, and set a
meeting for Wednesday, 11-29-17 at 1300. She advised she would email documents to

review prior to the meeting.

11-29-17

S/A Blake contacted Ballard’s office and advised the meeting would have to be
rescheduled.

1500 — S/A Blake received an email from Ballard’s office that contained depositions and

Form #RO-030

Page | of 5
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| CASE MANAGEMENT HISTORY]

AGENT: | Kevin Blake | CASE NUMBER: [32-17:0133
Lt. Derrick Horton Estate of Combis, Chris
“PopS”

Requestor Judge Gibbons,

SUPERVISOR: VICTIM: | Brian

Lancaster Combis, George
Combis, Diane

COUNTY: ' SUBJECT: Combis, Chris A.

=

additional information from both Federal Court and 6" Circuit Court hearings.

12-01-17

12-05-17

Case review: Agent to meet with SLED legal counsel for consultation on this case. JB

12-15-17

1400 — S/A Blake met with Ballard and Truslow and discussed the case, Ballard
provided additional information regarding the Rolex watches mentioned in the
transcripts and depositions. Based on the information S/A Blake contacted Sumpter’s
Fine Jewelry and Watches in Charlotte and requested account information.

S/A Blake reviewed the depositions and documents provided by Ballard’s office. 7

Truslow provided information about the .25 cal pistol presented in court. S/A Blake
requested ser #’s and information about the pistols mentioned in court to follow-up with
the ATF.

12-18-17

1345 — S/A Blake drafted a letter to Hal Sumpter Sr. and requested information for
Chris Combis, George Combis, Diane Combis, Chris Allen Combis, Superior Tile and
Black Horse Run Property Owners Association.

S/A Blake received an email from Truslow with the firearm information.

1530 — S/A Blake spoke with Adam Whitsett about the transcript requests.

12-20-17

S/A Blake drafted letters requesting copies of transcripts for hearing before Judge
Gibbons, and sent them to Michael Watkins for July 31, 2017 and Shirley Broom for
November 14 and 17, 2017.

Broom later responded and indicated she was the court report for one hearing on
November 17, 2017 and provided the name of April Herron as the other reporter for
November 14, 2017, She indicated she would draft an invoice that would need to be paid

prior to sending the transcript,

Watkins responded via email and advised he had not edited a final draft of the transcript
and would be able to send an invojce and transcript sometime in January 2018.

S/A Blake continued to review current court documents.

Form #R0-030
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CASE MANAGEMENT HISTORY

Kevin Blake CASE NUMBER: | 32-17-0135

Lt. Derrick Horton Estate of Combis, Chris
(LPOpS”
Requestor Judge Gibbons,

SUPERVISOR: VICTIM: | Brian

Lancaster Combis, George
Combis, Diane

COUNTY: SUBIJECT: | Combis, Chris A.

12-21-17

S/A Blake sent a letter to Herron requesting a copy of the transcript for the November
14, 2017 hearing for which she was the court reporter.

S/A Blake continued to review court documents.

There has been no response from Herron. Another email was sent requesting an update.

12-27-17
S/A Blake continued to review court documents.

12-28-17 1030 — Hal Sumpter Sr. contacted S/A Blake and advised he was going to start compiling
the requested records going back 10 years, and call when they were ready to be picked
up.

01-03-18 1630 — S/A Blake received a call from Brooms who advised she was going to email the
invoice for the transcript.

Brooms advised she had spoken to Herron who indicated she was aware that I needed
her to make contact, but she was too busy.

01-04-18 0945 — S/A Blake forwarded the email with the invoice to Whitsett.

1/11/18 CR: Awaiting court transcripis; once reccived review and procced accordingly. DPH

01-22-18 S/A Blake traveled to Charlotte and met with Hal Sumpter Sr. and obtained the stored
records for transactions involving the Combis family.

Of note was approx. $50000 in loans to Diane Combis during June 2014 to November
2015. The loans were made using watches, necklaces, bracelets and earrings at collateral.
The loans were repaid and the collateral retained by Diane.

There were also numerous service records for individual Rolex watches.

02-06-18 S/A Bake received the Court transcript for the 11-17-17 hearing, from Shirley Brooms.

2/22/18 Case Review: Still awaiting two outstanding (ranscripts hefore proceeding. Proceed
accordingly. DP1I

03-01-18 1000 - S/A Blake sent emails to Herron and Watkins requesting status updates for the

transcripts.
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| CASE MANAGEMENT HISTORY]

32-17-0135

Estate of Combis, Chris
“Pops’!

Requestor Judge Gibbons,
Brian

AGENT: | Kevin Blake CASE NUMBER:
Lt. Derrick Horton

SUPERVISOR: VICTIM:

Lancaster Combis, George
Combis, Diane
COUNTY: SUBJECT: Combis, Chris A.
03-13-18 1942 — S/A Blake received an email from Herron in which she indicated she had not

received payment for the invoice she submitted. She was also in receipt of a request from
the Defense for a copy of the transcript.

S/A Blake sent an email to A. Whitsett to get a status update on the payment.

03-19-18 1539 — S/A Blake received an email from Watkins in which he indicated he forgot about
: the request and only found it when he was cleaning out old emails. He had not started on
the transcript. S/A Blake sent a reply and requested an estimate on when the transcript
would be available,

03-22-18 1034 - S/A Blake received an email from A. Whitsett which indicated payment was sent
to Herron on 01-19-18 in the amount of $§414.25. The information was forwarded to
Herron.

03-25-18 S/A Blake communicated with A. Whitsett and SLED Finance Dept. and concluded
Payment was made and contact would be made with Herron to verify.

03-27-18 1500 — S/A Blake rececived an email from Herron in which she indicated she received
payment. She requested future Payments be accompanied by an email or letter that
Payment ahd been made. An additional invoice was attached which indicated she had
underestimated the initial length of the transcript, and an additional $84.50 was due.

The email was forwarded to A. Whitsett and Finance.

4/3/18 I CR: Waiting on court transeript production. Update accordingly. DPH
04-25-18 0840 — S/A Blake reccived an email from A. Whitsett which indicated payment had been
sent to Herron on 04-20-18. Herron had requested the payments be sent by check, but
her SCEIS account will only allow electronic transfers.

0945 — S/A Blake sent Herron and email with the payment information.

04-26-18 0749 — S/A Blake received an email from Herron which indicated she had received the
pPayment and mailed the franscript on 04-25-18.

S/A Blake reviewed the transcript sent by Watkins.
04-27-18 ] 0930 - S/A Blake contacted Corbett and advised the final transcript had been sent,
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| CASE MANAGEMENT HISTORY

AGENT: | Kevin Blake CASE NUMBER: | 32-17-0135

Lt. Derrick Horton Estate of Combis, Chris
“Pops”
Requestor Judge Gibbons,

SUPERVISOR: VICTIM: | Bran

Lancaster Combis, George

Combis, Diane
COUNTY: SUBJECT: | Combis, Chris A.

5/1/18 CR: Awaiting one additional transcript to review; procecd accordingly. DPH

05-22-18 All transcripts have been reviewed. Meeting will be set after Bike Week to discuss the
case with Judge Gibbons.

06-06-18 1345 - S/A Blake spoke with Corbett and scheduled a phone conference with Judge
Gibbons for Monday 06-18-18 at 1000.

06-18-18 1000 - S/A Blake and SLED Legal Counsel, Adam Whitsett, spoke with Judge Gibbons.
Judge Gibbons was advised that all of the available court transcripts had been reviewed,
and that there was not enough information to proceed with a perjury case due to the lack
of cooperation on behalf of the Combis family members. There was however enough for
him to find the Combis family members in criminal contempt, and possibly “obstruction
of administrative justice.” Judge Gibbons advised he was going to recuse himself from
the case and assign another Judge.

7/10/18 CR: Conclude meetings with attornceys as planned and close case if no further assistance
neceded. DPH

07-20-18 Conducting meetings outside of court with the attorneys was not possible.

This case is closed with no further follow-up investigation requested by Judge Gibbons.
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
Case No.: 2014-CP-29-00306
COUNTY OF LANCASTER
IN THE MATTER OF ESTATE
OF CHRIS COMBIS,
ATTORNEY FEE AFFIDAVIT
Desa Ballard, as Personal Representative OF NEAL D. TRUSLOW ON
of the Estate of Chris Combis, BEHALF OF DOUGLAS N.
TRUSLOW AS PARTNER

Petitioner,
vs.

George Combis, Chris A. Combis,
Diane Combis,

Respondents.

N N N N N N N N N N N N S N N N N N N

PERSONALLY APPEARED BEFORE ME, Neal D. Truslow, who being duly sworn

deposes and says:
1. I am a partner in the law firm of Truslow & Truslow along with my father and

partner Douglas N. Truslow who is attorney for Petitioner Ballard herein. Douglas
Truslow is currently out of the country; I am issuing this Affidavit as his law
partner and law firm representaﬁve and based upon regularly-maintained business
records at our law firm. This Affidavit can be supplemented upon his return if the
Court should so require.

2. 1 have been practicing law since 2009 both civilly with a general litigation firm
with a well-established reputation, and as a JAG officer in the South Carolina Army
National Guard. I am in good standing in the State of South Carolina, as well as

the United States District Court for the District of South Carolina, the United States

1
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Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit, the United States Court of Appeals for the
Armed Forces, and the United States Supreme Court.

3. T have reviewed the attached fee statement of my father and our paralegal as it
relates only to the Motion to Compel/Rule to Show Cause in the within matter and
have consulted with Douglas N. Truslow about same. I hereby affirm that what has
been captured by our billing and time keeping program appears accurate to the best
of my knowledge.

4. My father’s fees and cosfs1 are based on, inter alia, the following:

a. Douglas N. Truslow has continuously been practicing law since 1975. His
law practice is a trial practice and general litigation firm. He has
considerable experience addressing the issues herein. He is an AV rated
lawyer and is in good standing in the State of South Carolina, as well as the
United States District Court for the District of South Carolina, and the
United States Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit.

b. The nature, extent, and difficulty of this case are those brought of a lengthy
and contentious dispute within one family originating in Probate Court
which further spawned actioné in the court of Common Pleas, the United
States District Court, and the 4™ Circuit Court of Appeals as Well as crossing
state lines resulting in multiple actions in North Carolina. The time set forth
in the attached represents only a fraction of the time spent in this matter,and

is solely related to the Rule to Show Cause.

1 temized Statement Attached as Exhibit 1.

2
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c. Douglas N. Truslow was retained as counsel for Petitioner in the middle of
2017 to represent her as it related to contested matters within the existing
case as she was Personal Representative and was cautious of potential
conflicts if she were to proceed pro se.

d. Per the Court’s request; the time reflected herein relates to a Motion to
Compel items that were lawfully subpoenaed from George Combis, Diane
Combis, and Chris A. Combis in early 2017 and their failure to produce
same. Further, after Defendants were forced to make production, it was
determined that what was produced was not what was subpoenaed, and it
was determined that a Rule to Show Cause was in order and filed on August
24,2017. As aresult of Defendants’ and their counsel(s)’s non-compliance
and general contentious and reluctant attitude toward these proceedings,
more time than should have been needed has unfortunately been expended.

e. As has been the case from the very beginning of this matter in 2013, Ms.
Ballard has been met with brick walls, lies, failure to comply, false
promises, léw suits, failure to appear for depositions, and a generally
obfuscating, obstructionist, and contentious atmosphere all the while trying
to do her job and act as Personal Representative to the Estate. All of the
above along with a revolving door of counsel for the Combises have caused
this matter to needlessly stretch over the years causing the Estate undeniable
damage.

f. Douglas N. Truslow is employed on an hourly basis.

3
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g. Douglas N. Truslow has kept track of the time expended (in 1/10 hour
increments) at his traditional rate of $425.00 per hour. His paralegal is
charged for at the rate of $100.00 per hour.

h. In order to minimize fees for the Estate, Ms. Ballard and her staff prepared
many of the documents which Mr. Truslow finalized for filing and service
in this matter. As a result, the time entries set forth here are much lower
than they would ordinarily have been.

i.  Our firm has expended 149.80 hours on this Rule to Show Cause matter to
date. The majority of his time was spent corresponding with opposing
counsel, multiple attempts get the subpoenaed items from the opposing side,
res_earchihg the relevant issues, reviewing, filing and serving the plgadings,
multiple conferences with the client, as well as pleading preparation, and

travel to/from Lancaster from Columbia.

Fees owed: $51,705.00
Costs owed: ' $388.80
Total owed: $52,093.80

[SIGNATURE ON FOLLOWING PAGE]

4
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Truslow & Truslow Law Firm

%/

L NEAL D. TRUSLOW
DOUGLAS N. TRUSLOW
Attorneys for Defendant
P.O. Box 1465
Columbia, SC 29202
(803) 256-6276

Fax (803) 256-7659
Columbia, South Carolina nealtruslow(@truslowlaw.com
lo r t ,2019 douglastruslow(@truslowlaw.com

‘SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED BEFORE ME

Notary Public for South Caroltha
My Commission Expires: Nov. 22 lo)p

5
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF LANCASTER

IN THE MATTER OF ESTATE
OF CHRIS COMBIS,

Desa Ballard, as Personal Representative
of the Estate of Chris Combis,

Petitioner,
Vs.

George Combis, Chris A. Combis,
Diane Combis,

Respondents.

N N N

vvvvvvvvvvvvvvv

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
Case No. 2014-CP-29-00306

AFFIDAVIT OF DESA
BALLARD REGARDING
PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE FEES

Personally appeared before me, Desa Ballard, who being duly sworn, deposes and says

that;

1. Tam over the age of eighteen years and am competent to state the matters set forth

herein. I have personal knowledge of the matters stated, except for those matters

stated on information and belief, and as to those I have a good faith basis for

believing them to be true.

2. Ireceived a telephone call from Charles Bridgmon on March 8, 2013, in which he

advised he and his opposing counsel wished me to serve as a personal representative

for an estate matter that was in Lancaster. I asked him to get his opposing counsel on

the phone so we could talk and he did.

3. After speaking with Mr. Bridgmon (counsel for George Combis and Diane Combis)

and Pete Nosal (Counsel for Linda Combis and Mary Combis), I checked conflicts
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and advised via email on March 8, 2013 at 4:44 pm that I could serve as personal
representative.

Mr. Bridgmon represented George and Diane Combis. Mr. Nosal represented Linda
Combi and Mary Combis. All interested parties filed nominations with the Lancaster
County Probate Court nominating me to serve as personal representative of the Estate
of Chris Combis, and I was appointed by the probate court on May 2, 2013.

Through Mr. Bridgmon and Mr. Nosal, the parties and I agreed on April 4, 2013 that
would be compensated for my time as personal representative at the rate of $400.00
per hour and for the services of my forensic accountant at $150.00 per hour, with
each side paying one-half of my fees. Each side sent me a check for $2,500.00 for a
total retainer of $5,000.00.

On July 31, 2013, I updated counsel on the status of my investigation to date and
requested additional funds. I have not been paid any additional fee for services as
personal representative.

The attached time sheets represent the time I have spent in my capacity as personal
representative as it relates to the failure of George, Diane and Chris Combis to
comply with subpoena served on them in early 2017.

Because I am serving as personal representative, which is a representative capacity, I
did not feel that I could safely appear pro se in this matter, and it was necessary for
me to retain counsel to represent me in the contested matters, of which the Rule to
Show Cause was one.

The total fees due to me as personal representative for matters arising out of the

failure of the Respondents to respond to the subpoenas, and the Rule to Show Cause

2
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which followed, are itemized on the attached time sheets, which are kept
contemporaneously in our computerized time/billing system. This is the same system
['use for hourly billing for representation of clients.

10. There is significant other time expended by me and my staff for my services as
personal representative, but the attached represent only those hours devoted to the
failure of the respondents to respond to the subpoenas for items of personal property
and the following proceedings.

11. T have personally reviewed the time sheets attached hereto and affirm to the best of
my knowledge and memory that these time sheets are correct and accurate, with one
exception. On many occasions, as these proceedings dragged on, I did not record all
time expended in working as personal representative. The time sheets reflect only
that time that was captured in the billing system. Much work done at nights, on
weekends, and on extremely busy days was not recorded.

12. Further, deponent sayeth not.

e Y oatadd

Desa Ballard

Sworn to before me this

/C‘j day of October, 2019

SRlonz Vo s
Notary public foﬁ% Carolina

My commission expires: // &= CQ&Q7
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
COUNTY OF LANCASTER Case No. 2014-CP-29-306

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
CHRIS COMBIS

DESA BALLARD, as Personal Representative
of the Estate of Chris Combis,

Plaintiff,
vs JOINT NOTICE OF APPEAL OF
; GEORGE AND CHRIS COMBIS
GEORGE COMBIS, DIANE COMBIS, and
CHRIS COMBIS,
Defendants.

NOW COMES Defendant George Combis and Chris Combis by and through their
respective undersigned counsel of record and pursuant to Rule 203 of the South Carolina Rules of
Appellate Procedure, hereby appealing the order of the Honorable Brian Gibbons dated December
31, 2019, filed December 31, 2019 (denying reconsideration), and the order dated October 21,
2019, filed October 21, 2019 (granting motion for contempt). Appellant received written notice of
entry of the Order Granting Motion for Contempt order on October 21, 2019, and received written
notice of entry of the Motion to Reconsider order on December 3 1, 2019. Copies of both orders
are attached hereto.

THIS the 31%t day of December, 2019.

REDDING JONES, PLLC

By: ___/s/Ty K. McTier
Ty K. McTier
2907 Providence Road, Suite 303
Charlotte, North Carolina 28211
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Tel and Fax: 704-900-2215
Attorneys for George Combis

McCoy LAW FIRM, PLLC

By: __/s/Brian McCoy
Brian McCoy
378 E. Main St.
Rock Hill, SC 29730
Fax (803) 366-0643
Attorneys for Chris Combis
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Lancaster Common Pleas

Case Caption: Desa per Rep; Ballard , plaintiff, et al VS George Combis ,
defendant, et al

Case Number: 2014CP2900306

Type: Notice/Other

So Ordered

s/Brian M. Gibbons #2168 Circuit Judge

Electronically signed on 2019-12-31 09:56:26 page 5 of 5
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE COURT OF APPEALS
APPELLATE CASE NO. 2020-000021

APPEAL FROM LANCASTER COUNTY
BRIAN M. GIBBONS
Trial Court Case No. 2014-CP-29-00306

In the Matter of the Estate of Chris Combis,

Desa Ballard, as Personal Representative of the Estate of Chris Combis,
Respondent,

\2

George Combis, Diane Combis, and Chris Combis,

Defendants,
Of whom
George Combis and Chris Combis are,
Appellants.
MOTION TO LIFT STAY
OR TO EXPEDITE APPEAL

Pursuant to Rule 241(c)(1) SCACR. Respondent Ballard hereby moves this
Honorable Court to lift the stay granted in this matter by the trial judge. In the alternative,
because of the unusual circumstances of this case, Ballard seeks to expedite the appeal with

an abbreviated and accelerated briefing schedule as in Decker v. Smith, 322 S.C. 212, 471

1
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S.E.2d 459 (1995)!. Alternatively, Ballard asks the Court to expeditiously decide the

appeal on the merits based on the record presented, as in Green v. Lewis Truck Lines Inc,
314 S.C. 303, 443 S.E.2d 906 (1994),

In support of her motion, Ballard would show:
. Ballard serves as personal representative of the Estate of Chris Combis, having been
appointed by unanimous nomination of the heirs of the estate and appointed by order of
the Probate Court on May 2, 2013.
. Ballard’s investigation into assets of the estate identified items of personal property which
could not be located. Ballard requested certain individuals, including Appellants George
Combis® (hereafter “George”) and his adult son Chris Combis (hereafter “Chris™), to
deliver to her items which belonged to the decedent at the time of his death. The requested
items were acknowledged to be in the possession of Appellant George Combis by his then-
counsel. (Exhibit A).
. When the items were not produced, Ballard served subpoenas for production of the items
on appellants. (Exhibits B and C). When no items were produced, Ballard moved to

compel, and Circuit Judge Brian M. Gibbons’ issued an order compelling production of

: In Decker, the Supreme Court ordered the Record on Appeal and Appellant’s brief
to be filed within seven (7) days of its order, Respondent’s brief seven (7) days later, and
any reply brief three (3) days after that. Decker, 471 S.E.2d at 461.

s Decedent had three (3) adult children: George Combis, Linda Combis and Mary
Combis. George is married to Diane Combis, and Chris is their adult son. Neither Linda

nor Mary are married and neither have children.

3 The matter was transferred to the Circuit Court by Lancaster County Probate Court
order.
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the items requested. (Exhibit D). Essentially, items involved included a coin collection,
firearms and at least one expensive Rolex watch.

. After numerous excuses for non-production, a box of items of personal property was
delivered to Ballard’s office. Items produced included limited rolls of coins, one cheap
pistol (Appellants’ counsel admitted there were more, more than once) and a fake Rolex
watch. Photographs of some of the items are attached. (Exhibits E). It became apparent
to Ballard that the items produced were not the items which had belonged to the decedent,
and that Chris and George, and perhaps their counsel, were not in compliance with the
Court’s order.

. Ballard filed a Petition and sought a Rule to Show Cause against George, Chris and Diane,
asking the Court to inquire into the failure of the responding parties to comply with the
order to compel®.

. Following a day and a half of testimony, Judge Gibbons halted the proceedings and ordered
a criminal investigation be conducted by SLED related to these missing items of personal

property. (Exhibit F)°.

% Both George and Chris were personally served with the Rule to Show Cause, in
that the contempt complained of occurred outside the presence of the Court. Bakala v.
Bakala, 352 S.E.2d 612, 576 S.E.2d 156 (2003); State v. Johnson, 249 S.C. 1, 152 S.E.2d
669 (1967). Judge Gibbon’s order is based both upon conduct which occurred outside the
presence of the court, as well as his observation of the witnesses and testimony which was
submitted in Court. (October order, Exhibit G).

3 Ballard continued litigating other issues relevant to the Estate, including the
collection by the Estate of a $230,000.00 promissory note owed to the decedent’s estate by
Superior Tile, Terrazzo and Marble Corporation, a Charlotte corporation. Superior Tile
had been started by the decedent in 1957 but was determined to be owned by George at the
time of decedent’s death. Ballard could find no clear evidence that the decedent’s 51%
interest in the company had been transferred by decedent prior to his death, and originally
claimed the stock as an asset of the estate. Subsequent litigation in North Carolina
determined that George owned the entire company. The United States District Court for
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7.

10.

While no criminal charges were initiated following the SLED investigation (the items were
maintained in North Carolina), Judge Gibbons reconvened the hearing and issued an order
in October, 2019, holding George and Chris in contempt of court and awarding
compensatory contempt in the amount of $70,000.00 be paid by George and Chris to the
estate®. (Exhibit H).

Judge Gibbons noted that, during the contempt proceedings, a real Rolex and a second gun
were produced under odd circumstances in the courtroom at the insistence of counsel for
George and Chris. Although no cognizable explanation had been offered for the failure to
produce the items earlier. (Order § 10).

Specifically, Judge Gibbons found that “it was the intent of Chris . . . to mislead Ballard
and the Court.” Id. § 11. He found that the decedent’s gold Rolex had been remodeled
and given by Chris to his then-wife, who had testified and identified the gold Rolex. Id.
18. In juxtaposition to the production of the fake Rolex watch, Judge Gibbons found Chris’
denials and explanation of the history of the watch “not credible” and “disingenuous at
best.” Id. Y17. He also found that Chris’ testimony that he did not recognize a real Rolex
from a fake one “lacks credibility.” Id. § 23. Chris’s contempt was “intentionally and
deliberately in willful noncompliance with the Court’s Order.” Id

Judge Gibbons noted (although George did not testify) the record reflected earlier

testimony from George and “his demeanor during these proceedings. . . which clearly

the District of South Carolina recently ruled that Superior Tile owed the promissory note
and recently entered judgment in favor of the estate against Superior Tile for principal and
interest due on the promissory note. [USDC Case Number 0:14-cv-01839-JFA ECF
Document Number 304)].

8 Judge Gibbons ruled there was insufficient evidence from which to conclude that
Diane had intentionally violated the Court’s order and did not find her to be in contempt
of court. No appeal has been taken from that finding.

4
ROA 0966



11.

12.

demonstrate his contempt for these proceedings and for Ballard.” d. 9 12 (emphasis
added).

Judge Gibbons further found that “[i]t is clear from the long and convoluted record . . . that
[George] has thwarted every reasonable effort taken by Ballard to complete a full

accounting . . . for [the] estate. George’s lack of respect for this Court is concerning his

conduct has made it clear that he intends to obstruct these proceedings in every way he

can.” Id. 29 (emphasis added).

Judge Gibbons’ findings regarding George’s attitude during these proceedings was echoed
by that of United States District Court Judge Joseph F. Anderson’ in other proceedings that
George had been “less than forthcoming” and “internally inconsistent®” in that proceeding.

Ballard v. Combis, Civil Action No. 0:14-cv-01839, p. 5-6. Judge Anderson also

referenced deposition testimony from George which said “. . . not being smart, I don’t have

to show anybody where it came from.” Id. p. 6°'°.

7 Judge Anderson’s order is referenced to establish that George’s contemptuous
conduct was not limited to the instant proceedings and has characterized George’s
obstructive behavior throughout Ballard’s service as personal representative and successor
trustee.

A Judge Anderson noted that George had testified he spent large sums of money for
the benefit of his sister, Linda, but “[b]y the next morning of trial, however, George had
retreated from this position and acknowledged on cross-examination that none of these
items were purchased with the Trust monies, if that they had been purchased at all.” Jd p.
6.

2 When answering questions about the source of funds in a joint investment account
which was later transferred by Pop into the trust and then subsequently “loaned” from the
trust to her husband George by Diane, who was the trustee at the time. Judge Anderson
found this Loan to be a breach of fiduciary duty and awarded the trust the amount of the
loan $412,000 plus interest for a total at that time of $711,619.94.

1 At the request of the parties, Ballard also became successor trustee of the
decedent’s trust. The trust had minimal funds (which Diane refused to release to
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13.

14.

Judge Anderson also noted that prior counsel for George and Diane, Charles Bridgmon,
had “assisted Diane and George in furthering George’s plans to purchase” an estate/trust
asset (house) by appearing at the foreclosure hearing and consenting to foreclosure!!. Jd
157.

Judge Gibbons found that Ballard had established her burden of proof by clear and
convincing evidence. (Order p. 20). *. . . Respondents George and Chris A. have
intentionally and knowingly violated” the Court’s order requiring them to produce assets
to Ballard. “Most egregiously, these Respondents have shown a complete disregard for
the authority of this Court and its order” and characterized their conduct as “intentional
obstruction of Ballard’s reasonable efforts as personal representative.” (Order. P. 20).

Furthermore, he noted “Ballard and her attorney, Mr. Truslow, have done everything in

Ballard), but held title to a home in Lancaster that Linda lived in, and in which Mary was
then residing, after George and Diane sold the house she had lived in, which was also
owned by the trust. Ballard discovered foreclosure proceedings on the Lancaster
property and sold Mary’s unencumbered house (which was being leased to a tenant) to
reinstate the mortgage. George admitted in deposition testimony that he had planned to
purchase the Lancaster house at foreclosure sale and would work something out with his
sisters so they would have a place to live. This, of course, followed his sale of Mary’s
house and his earlier efforts to evict Linda from the house she occupied, both of which
houses were owned by the trust. Ballard pursued a civil action for $412,000.00 that
George and Diane had removed from the trust and applied to their personal line of credit
secured by their home. Judge Anderson entered judgment against George and Diane for
the theft of the funds, but the Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals reversed the judgment as to
George. The Court of Appeals noted, in footnote 3, that counsel for George and Diane
had a conflict of interest, which became clear when counsel succeeded in vacating the
judgment as to George, leaving Diane as the only judgment debtor. Ballard v Combis
No. 16-2057, ECF 61 (4" Cir, January 8, 2019)

H Judge Anderson also found that George and Diane’s counsel had failed to disclose
to Ballard the existence of the foreclosure proceeding when she agreed to become
successor trustee of the trust. Jd. §58. The counsel also “failed to respond to her inquiry
as to the status of the foreclosure.” Id 7 59.

6
ROA 0968



15.

16.

17.

their power in attempting to recover or fully account for property . . . of the [e]state. Their
reasonable efforts have been rebuffed at almost turn. . .” (Order p. 21).
Judge Gibbons awarded sanctions via a contempt jail sentence that could be purged if his
award of compensatory contempt'? was paid prior to December 31, 2019. (Order pp. 20-
21). Judge Gibbons specifically found that the order of contempt was “conditional” and
“civil” in nature “because the party being sanctioned for contempt could end the sentence
and discharge himself at any moment . . .” Id.
On rehearing, Judge Gibbons confirmed his award, clarified it to make clearer still the civil
nature of the contempt order imposed, and noted that “[t]he arguments set forth by George
and Chris merely confirms this Court’s conclusion . . . that both ‘knew they had additional
items that were the subject of this Court. . . order and deliberately withheld the items from
Ballard in violation of the Court’s order.””. (Order dated Dec. 31, 2019, p. 1).
Upon separate motion by counsel for George and Chris on January 3, 2020, Judge Gibbons
granted a stay pending appeal, (Order dated January 3, 2020, Exhibit I and J).
Discussion

Ballard moves, pursuant to Rule 225(c)(1) for an order of the Court of Appeals
lifting the stay pending appeal. It is respectfully submitted that the stay pending appeal
issued by Judge Gibbons will defeat the purpose of the contempt order, making the appeal
moot. See Jennings v. Jennings, 104 S.C. 242, 88 S.E. 527 (1916), citing Klink v. Black,
14 S.C. 241 (1880). Further, a stay while an appeal wends its way through the Courts

prevented Ballard from concluding the probate of the estate.

& As explained in his order, Judge Gibbons calculated the amount of compensatory
contempt based on the amount of time Ballard and her counsel had necessarily devoted to
seeking compliance with the Court’s earlier order.

7
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By its very nature, an order of civil contempt is “to coerce that individual to do the
thing required by the order for the benefit of the complainant.” Posner v. Posner, 383 S.C.

26, 577 S.E.2d 616, 619 (Ct.App. 2009), citing Miller v. Miller, 375 S.C. 443, 456, 652

S.E.2d 754, 761 (Ct.App. 2007). Judge Gibbons has found overwhelming evidence of
George and Chris’ deliberate attempts to mislead the Court and to engage in obstructionist
behavior. As noted above, Judge Gibbons found noted “Ballard and her attorney, Mr.
Truslow, have done everything in their power in attempting to recover or fully account for
property . . . of the [e]state. Their reasonable efforts have been rebuffed at almost turn. . .

(October Order p. 21).

Judge Gibbons expressly calculated the amount of sanctions assessed against
George and Chris based on the conduct of George and Chris during this litigation “which
was unnecessarily prolonged by the conduct of George and Chris. . .” (October Order p.
21). “The estate needs to be made whole.” Id. In his order on rehearing, Judge Gibbons
stressed that the sanctions were awarded as “compensatory contempt” and were “calculated
on the basis of the amount of time spent by both Ms. Ballard and Mr. Truslow, [but] the
award is a sanction.” (December Order p. 2).

By granting a stay pending appeal, especially after the appeal had been filed, Judge
Gibbons has essentially vacated and/or made meaningless the sanctions award. The
sanctionable conduct has already occurred. The estate has already been damaged!>. The

compensatory contempt is a small sum when compared to the years of litigation and delays

B As is evident from the order appointing Ballard as personal representative in the
spring of 2013, there have been multiple delays in concluding this proceeding, with the
litigation entering its seventh year in mere months.

8
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caused by George and Chris (and Diane) and in light of their severe abuse of the judicial
system.

Because the order of contempt was civil in nature, Judge Gibbons need not have
required any mechanism by which the contempt could be purged, but he elected to do so

as an accommodation to George and Chris. Cannon v. Georgia Attorney General’s Office,

397 S.C. 541, 726 Ss.E.2d 698 (2012). “The award of attorney’s fees is not a punishment
but an indemnification to the party who instituted the contempt proceedings. . . Thus, the
court is not required to provide the contemnor with an opportunity to purge himself of these
attorney’s fees in order to hold him in civil contempt.” Id 725 S.E.2d at 702.

An order of civil contempt is not automatically stayed by appeal. Brunson v.
Brunson, 91 S.C. 411, 74 S.E.2d 928 (1912). Granting the stay requested by George and
Chris has effectively vacated the order of contempt'*; however, as a matter of
accommodation, Judge Gibbons provided George and Chris with a means to purge the
contempt, yet they chose not to do so.

It is respectfully submitted that the grant of a stay by the trial court was not
appropriate, in that the court had already provided George and Chris with a means to purge
their civil contempt, but they chose not to do so. Ballard prays for an order vacating the
stay pending appeal.

In the event this Court deems a lifting of the stay to be unwarranted, because of the
egregious nature of the conduct of George and Chris, Ballard urges this Court to issue an

expedited briefing schedule, ala Decker, so that this appeal may be decided in an

14 See State v. Passmore, 363 S.C. 568, 611 S.E.2d 273 (Ct.App. 2005) (finding
appellant’s case moot after service of sentence for criminal contempt).

9
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accelerated fashion. Alternatively, Ballard will submit the entire record on appeal of these
contempt proceedings for the Court to decide the appeal on the merits, should the Court
determine that would be an appropriate means of addressing this unusual and distasteful
matter.

Conclusion

For the reasons set forth above, Ballard moves this Court for an order lifting the
stay granted by Judge Gibbons, leaving to George and Chris to determine whether they will
purge themselves of civil contempt using the option provided to them by the trial court by
paying the contempt sanction to the Estate.

Alternatively, Ballard submits that this matter is appropriate for an expedited appeal

ala Decker, or a decision on the merits as part of the Court’s consideration of this motion.

All of which is respectfully submitted,

Truslow & Truslow Law Firm

=

DOUGLASN. TRUSLOW
~"NEAL D. TRUSLOW
Attorneys for Respondent Desa Ballard
P.O. Box 1465
Columbia, SC 29202
(803) 256-6276
Fax (803) 256-7659
nealtruslow@truslowlaw.com
January 16, 2020 douglastruslow/@truslowlaw.com
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EXHIBIT A

Mara Ballard

— —————
From: Charlie Bridgmon <cjblaw@carolina.rr.com>
Sent: Thursday, October 17, 2013 11:41 AM
To: Mara Ballard
Cc: Desa Ballard; Charlie Bridgmon
Subject: Re: Combis: CD information
Attachments: image001.jpg

Yes, and thanks for reminding me.
The Rolex was given to Chris, Jr. (George's son) during Pop's lifetime.
There are no rifles that George is aware of, only a couple of pistols. He has those.

Pop gave the Silver Dollars to Diane as a thank you before he passed. That said, she is not going to let them interfere with trying to get
this case resolved.

Charles J. Bridgmon*

Law Office of Charles J. Bridgmon, PLLC
5970 Fairview Rd., Suite 700

Charlotte, NC 28210

Phone: (704) 552-5270, ext. 702

Cell: (803) 331-6013

Fax: (704) 552-5271

Email: ciblaw@carolina.rr.com
* Admitted in NC & SC

CONFIDENTIALITY

This email and its attachments (if any) are intended solely for the use of the addressee hereof. In addition, this message and the attachments may contain
information that is confidential, privileged and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you are noi the intended recipient of this message, you are
prohibited from reading, disclosing, reproducing, distributing, disseminating or otherwise using this transmission. Delivery of this message to any person other than
the intended recipient is not intended to waive any right or privilege. If you have received this message in error, please promptly notify the sender by reply e-mail
and immediately delete this message from your system.

Please consider the environment before printing this email.

From: Mara Ballard <Mara@desaballard.com>

Date: Thursday, October 17, 2013 11:32 AM

To: Charlie Bridgmon <cjblaw@carolina.rr.com>

Cc: Desa Ballard <desab@desaballard.com>, Mara Ballard <Mara@desaballard.com>
Subject: RE: Combis: CD information

Sometime last week, Desa sent you an email about a Rolex, rifle and maybe some silver coins (trying to recall off the top
of my head). Do you have that email and have you asked George about those items?
Mara T. Ballard, CMA, CFE

Forensic Accountant (not a lawyer)

Ballard Watson Weissenstein

226 State Street (29169)

Post Office Box 6338

West Columbia, South Carolina 29171

803.796.9295

803.796.1066 Facsimile

www.desaballard.com
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2\ LERTIFIED FRAUD
i/ EXAMINER

From: Charlie Bridgmon [mailto:ciblaw@carolina.rr.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 17, 2013 11:07 AM

To: Mara Ballard

Cc: Desa Ballard; Charlie Bridgmon

Subject: Re: Combis: CD information

Mara:

It's document number 00398 in the materials. | don't have any documentation other than the deposit receipt, so I've asked Diane to call
her contact at the bank to see if they can give her a quick report on balance as of Feb. 3, 2009.

Thanks,

Charlie

Charles J. Bridgmon*

Law Office of Charles J. Bridgmon, PLLC
5970 Fairview Rd., Suite 700

Charlotte, NC 28210

Phone: (704) 552-5270, ext. 702

Cell: (803) 331-6013

Fax: (704) 552-5271

Email: ciblaw@carclina.cr.com

* Admitted in NC & SC

CONFIDENTIALITY

This email and its attachments (if any) are intended solely for the use of the addressee hereof. In addition, this message and the attachments may contain
information that is confidential, privileged and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient of this message, you are
prohibited from reading, disclosing, reproducing, distributing, disseminating or otherwise using this transmission. Delivery of this message to any person other than
the intended recipient is not intended to waive any right or privilege. If you have received this message in error, please promptly nofify the sender by reply e-mail
and immediately delete this message from your system,

Please consider the enviranment before printing this email.

From: Mara Ballard <Mara@desaballard.com>

Date: Wednesday, October 16, 2013 5:58 PM

To: Charlie Bridgmon <cjblaw@carolina.rr.com>

Cc: Desa Ballard <desab@desaballard.com>, Mara Ballard <Mara@desaballard.com>

Subject: Combis: CD information

ON the attached with | believe was done by Diane there is listed a First Citizens CD 5789 with a balance of $4,887.00. |
don’t see that | have any documentation on that account and I've been through the 900+ page file several times. Can
you look and see if you have anything? I'm looking particularly for a value of that account at 2/9/2009. Anything
remotely close to that date would do as well, but I'd like it to be a bank document.

Thank you.

Mara

2
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Mara Ballard

m e =
From: Charles Bridgmon <CBridgmon@braylong.com>

Sent: Friday, November 15, 2013 4:23 PM

To: Desa Ballard

Cc: Mara Ballard; douglastruslow@truslowlaw.com; Terrie Stafford; Charles Bridgmon
Subject: Re: Trust funds

Thanks, Desa. | will see what | can do on the check. (It's locked up very securely on my end.) It will be Monday before | can talk to
them, but it may be that I can hand-deliver it to you on Thursday.

Same for the guns. They are in a safe, but they are out of town until Monday.
On a somewhat aside, what is Lochridge on the market for? | may know someone interested in it as a rental property as well.
Have a good weekend.

Charlie

Charles J. Bridgmon*

Bray & Long, PLLC

2820 Selwyn Avenue, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28209

Phone: (704) 523-7777, ext. 31
Cell: {803) 331-6013

Fax: (704) 523-7780

Email: cbridgmon@braylong.com

* Admitted in NC & SC
CONFIDENTIALITY

This email and its attachments (if any) are intended solely for the use of the addressee hereof. In addition, this message and the attachments may contain
information that is confidential, privileged and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you are nol the intended recipient of this message, you are
prehibited from reading, disclosing, reproducing, distributing, disseminating or otherwise using this transmission. Delivery of this message to any person other than
the intended recipient is not intended to waive any right or privilege. If you have received this message in error, please promptly notify the sender by reply e-mail
and immediately delete this message from your system.

Please consider the environment before printing this email.

From: Desa Ballard <desab@desaballard.com>

Date: Friday, November 15, 2013 4:20 PM

To: Charlie Bridgmon <cbridgmon@braylong.com>

Cc: "Mara@desaballard.com" <Mara@desaballard.com>, "douglastruslow®truslowlaw.com"
<douglastruslow@truslowlaw.com>, Terrie Stafford <Terrie@desaballard.com>

Subject: Trust funds

Charlie, we have received the November rent from Mr. Springstead. Concerns about the security of funds in my hands is
a non-issue. Any other lawyer in the state, maybe not. But me — I'm a sure thing.

I would again ask that you release the balance of the trust funds (the check you photocopied and sent to Doug).
By the way, | have obtained a copy of the insurance policy on Lochridge so you can stop looking for that.

| do still need the make, model and serial number on the firearms.

Have a good weekend. I'll look for that check in the Monday mail.

db

db

Desa Ballard

Ballard Watson Weissenstein

Telephone 803.796.9299
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Facsimile 803.796.1066
E-mail: desab@desaballard.com, copy to terrie@desaballard.com
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA IN THE PROBATE COURT

COUNTY OF: LANCASTER INVENTORY AND APPRAISEMENT: PROBATE PROPERTY
[CJORIGINAL
XISUPPLEMENTARY, AMENDED OR CORRECTED #2

(musf restate the unchanged information from the original Inventory)

IN THE MATTER OF:
Chris Combis
(Decedent)

CASE NUMBER: 2012-ES-29-00415

e e S e e e S S

File the original Inventory and Appraisement with the Probate Court within ninety (90) days following the fiduciary appointment.

A copy shall be sent to each interested person who has demanded it. A Proof of Delivery must be filed with the Court. The gross fair
market value of all probate assets, regardless of location (whether in this state or elsewhere), should be listed as of the date of death.
Continue on additional sheets if necessary. A Supplementary, Amended, or Corrected Inventory should be utilized for correcting, adjusting
or adding to an original inventory, and must restate the unchanged information from the original Inventory. A qualified and disinterested
appraiser may be employed to ascertain the value of any asset. If an appraiser is employed, his/her name and address must be indicated
with the item or items he/she appraised.

RECAPITULATION

SChHotule A~ RO ESIA0: v i s r i s s i s v e Do e st v e vttt $0.00
Schedule B = StoCks: aNd BONTS :.caui i iesvevosisiosisoiveisssisssiiss vt o5isds susizssvsns s s vasws ines o abi funass ssstsassoss $0.00
Schedule C - Notes Due Decedent @nd Cash ... ... e e e e s e e e e e aaa st ee e s 494,129.66
Schedule D - Insurance on Decedent’s Life - Payable to the Estate.........cooo $0.00
Schedule E - JOiNtly OWNEd PrOPEIY .....cciiee ettt c et eree e s e e st e e s easa s e e ssnte e e e eansnnaeesenrnssnanessarnnananens NA
Schedule F - Other MiSCellan@oUs ASSBES.......ccicuiiiiaeiiiiiieiinisicisisssssermsssssnsesssssntasssssessessasnsisesssssniesiesssnisnssoss $20.538.72
Schedule G -Transfers During Decedent’s Life Payable to the Estate...........cccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeecceies $0.00
Schedule H - Powers of Appointment Payable {0 the EState ..........ocooviiiiiiiiececeeeecee s $0.00
Schedule | - Annuities and Retirement Accounts Payable to the Estate .........cccovvveveiiiciee e $0.00
TOTAL GROSS VALUE OF PROBATE ESTATE ...ttt e s e e nevananaanaennesnnanas $514.668.38

ENCUMBRANCES -:.....ooooniiiumimisimemimioieias i o s i s fod st s e s S s e e e R S (0.00)
TOTAL NET WORTH OF PROBATE ESTATE / PROBATE ESTATE VALUE .......coceviiees i $514,668.38

The undersigned, being swomn, states: That the following schedules contain a complete and accurate inventory and appraisement of all
probate real and personal property of this estate so far as the undersigned is informed; that he/she has estimated and/or appraised all
listed property at its fair market value, according to the best of his/her knowledge and ability.

Personal Representative é ) \‘{é
SWORN to before me this 31st day of Signature: (,L_,O..O—UA..&

January . 2020 . Print Name: Desa Ballard
Address:  Post Office Box 6338
W‘L@ West Columbia, South Carolina 29171
Notary Public for South Caroli Telephone (Work):  803.796.9299
My Commission Expires: 11.02.2027 (Home):
(Cell):

(Email):  desab@desaballard.com

Co-Personal

Representative
Attorney: Signature
Desa Ballard
Address:  Post Office Box 6338 Name:
West Columbia, South Carolina Address:
Telephone:  803.796.9299
Email: desab@desaballard.com Telephone (Work):
(Home):
(Cell)
(Email):
FORM #350ES SF (1/2016) Page 1 of 2

62-2-805, 62-3-704, 62-3-708, 62-3-707, 62-3-708, 62-3-1203, 62-3-1204
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A. REAL ESTATE in Decedent's name alone or tenants in common (not as joint with
right of survivorship). Describe each property by listing its full address, tax map number, deed
book and page and description consistently (house, lot, buildings, acreage). Also list oil / mineral
rights and time shares, if it is real property. If the property is encumbered, list the full fair market
value of the property here and the encumbrance on Encumbrance section below

1. None known

% Owned
by Decedent

(If none, so state)

Fair Market Value of

Decedent’s Interest

2

B. STOCKS, BONDS in Decedent's name alone or tenants in common (not as joint with right of
survivorship). List each type of security and number of shares.

-

C. CASH, BANK ACCOUNTS, NOTES RECEIVABLES in Decedent’s name alone or as
tenants in common. List each separate account type and institution and the last two digits of each
account. List all bank accounts owned by Decedent alone or as tenants in common (checking,
savings, CDs, money market, brokerage, employment bonus, cash award, final paycheck etc.),
cash on hand, notes payable to Decedent, and survival action proceeds.

1.Per order of Judge Anderson on 01.03.2020, $230,000 Note to Superior Tile Marble and Terrazzo
Corporation became due and payable to the Estate 30 days after the death of Chris Combis and
accrued interest at the rate of 7% per the terms of the note for a total value on the date of the order
of $487, 845.31. See ECF entry 304 case number :14-cv-01839-JFA

100%

230,000.00

2. Interest due on Judgment (see #1 above)

100%

257,845.31

3. Diane M. Combis Household Account (funded by Chris Combis) (FC 138361298)

6,284.35

D. LIFE INSURANCE payable to the Decedent's estate.

1. None known

2.

E. JOINTLY OWNED PROPERTY — REPORTING IS NOT REQUIRED

F. ALL OTHER MISCELLANEOUS PERSONAL PROPERTY in Decedent’s name alone or
as tenants in common. List below any tangible personal property, including household goods &
furnishings, vehicles, boats/motors/trailers, mobile homes that are not de-titled (Include year/make/
model/VIN, if applicable), airplanes, equipment, interest in a partnership or unincorporated business,
articles or collections having either artistic or intrinsic value, including coins, guns, artwork, jewelry,
etc., and any other miscellanecus probate items not listed elsewhere, including any digital assets

. Personal items (clothes & 101% Airbome jewelry)

100%4

N/A

1C0.00

. Sharon Memorial Park 6 burial plats @ $2,495 each

1004

14,970.00

. Rolex Watch

1004

5,200.00

. Pistols

100%

225.00

. Coin Collection produced by Diane Combis

43.72

-G’Olbwl\)d

TRANSFERS DURING DECEDENT’S LIFE PAYABLE TO ESTATE ONLY_Any transfers
intended to take effect at death if payable to the Estate shall be reported. A trust created by
Decedent in which income for life was retained by the Decedent, power to revoke or other incidents

of ownership retained by the Decedent, lifetime transfers of real property in which Decedent retained
life estate, etc.

1. None Known

H. POWERS OF APPOINTMENT PAYABLE TO THE ESTATE ONLY List property, both

real and personal, over which Decedent possessed a Power of Appointment whether testamentary
or otherwise, if such property is payable to the Estate.

1. None known

I.  ANNUITIES AND IRA, ETC. PAYABLE TO THE ESTATE ONLY List any annuities or
retirement accounts owned by the Decedent and payable to the Estate.

1. None Known

2

TOTAL PROBATE ESTATE VALUE

ENCUMBRANCES (e.g., mortgages, liens, judgments, etc., but not general debts of the estate).

List debts of the Decedent secured by assets on the above schedule and describe the debt and the
specific asset encumbered.

1.

2.

TOTAL ENCUMBRANCES

FORM #350ES SF (1/2016)
62-2-805, 62-3-704, 62-3-708, 62-3-707, 62-3-708, 62-3-1203, 62-3-1204
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE PROBATE COURT
COUNTY OF: LANCASTER
PROOF OF DELIVERY
IN THE MATTER OF: CHRIS COMBIS

N et N St N St

CASE NUMBER: 2012ES2900415

On the 31st day of January, 2020, | mailed or delivered the following document, Inventory and Appraisement
Supplemental #002

X A copy of which is attached hereto and incorporated herein, or
| The original of which is on file with the court and incorporated herein,

Delivery was accomplished by the following method (check appropriate box):

[ personal delivery X ordinary first class mail
[ certified mail [ registered mail

to each of the following persons at the address shown:

NAME ADDRESS
c/o Pete Nosal, Esquire
825 Gold Hill Road, Unit 201
Linda Combis Fort Mill South Carolina 29708

c/o Pete Nosal, Esquire
825 Gold Hill Road, Unit 201
Mary Combis Fort Mill South Carolina 29708

c/o David Redding, Esquire
201 South Tryon St. Suite 915
George Combis Charlotte, North Carolina 28202

c/o David Redding, Esquire
201 South Tryon St. Suite 915
Diane Combis Charlotte, North Carolina 28202

SWORN to before me this 31st day of Signature: gjg 22 A 7 g 2 _}?\ZZ( @ < (
January ,20 20 Name: ara T.Ballard |

Address: Post Office Box 6338—

West Columbia, South Carolina 29171

Notary’Public for South @arolina Telephone (O): 803.796.9299

My Commission Expires:” 11.01.2023 (H):

E-mail: mara@desaballard.com

Signature:

Name:

Address:

Telephone (O):

(H):

E-mail:

FORM #120PC (2/2004)
62-1-401, 62-3-1003, general
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%/ REDDING | JONES

Via First-Class Mail

South Carolina Office of Court Administration
1220 Senate Street, Suite 200

Columbia, SC 29201

Re: In the Matter of the Estate of Chris Combis
Appellate Case No. 2020-000021

Dear Sir or Madam:

Pursuant to Rule 207 of the SCACR and your recent correspondence dated March 10,
we are enclosing copies of emails with the court reporter with regard to the transcript for your
record.

A Joint Motion for Extension of Time was submitted for filing with the SC Court of
Appeals on March 10,2020 requesting an extension of 14 days, through and including April 2,
2020. Please feel free to contact me should you have any questions; otherwise, we thank you for

your assistance with this matter.

Sincerely,

Ty K. McTier

Encl:
cc: Brian McCoy, Douglas Truslow

REDDING | JONES, rLic
2907 PROVIDENCE ROAD | SUITE 303
CHARLOTTE | NORTH CAROLINA | 28211
TELEPHONE & FAR(D A7098900-2215
WWW.REDDINGJONES.COM



3/16/20, 12:36 PM

Re: Combis/Ballard.SC--Transcript

Watkins, Michael C. <MWatkins@sccourts.org>
Mon 2/17/2020 4:08 PM

To: Ty McTier <tmctier@reddingjones.com>

U 1 attachments (115 KB)
Ballard vs. Combis, 12-18-19 hrg.pdf;

Attached is the transcript. Is it okay to send a PDF invoice and certificate page, or would you
prefer | mail them? Either way is fine.

Thanks for your patience!

Mike

From: Ty McTier <tmctier@reddingjones.com>
Sent: Wednesday, February 12, 2020 2:59:01 PM
To: Watkins, Michael C.

Subject: Re: Combis/Ballard.SC--Transcript

*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please exercise
caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

December 18th was the hearing date.

Ty K. McTier, Associate

2907 Providence Road, Suite 303
Charlotte, North Carolina 28211
Telephone | 704-900-2215 x113

E-mail | tmctier@reddingjones.com

*** CONFIDENTIAL COMMUNICATION *** The information contained in this message may
contain legally privileged and confidential information intended only for the use of the individual
or entity named above. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, you are

Jout:blank Page 1 of §
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3/16/20, 12:36 PM

hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or duplication of this transmission is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify us by telephone or
email immediately and return the original message to us or destroy all printed and electronic
copies. Nothing in this transmission is intended to be an electronic signature nor to constitute
an agreement of any kind under applicable law unless otherwise expressly indicated. Intentional
interception or dissemination of electronic mail not belonging to you may violate federal or state
law.

From: Ty McTier <tmctier@reddingjones.com>
Sent: Wednesday, February 12, 2020 2:57 PM

To: Watkins, Michael C. <MWatkins@sccourts.org>
Subject: Re: Combis/Ballard.SC--Transcript

Early December, the order was entered on the 31st | believe.

Ty K. McTier, Associate

2907 Providence Road, Suite 303
Charlotte, North Carolina 28211
Telephone | 704-900-2215 x113

E-mail | tmctier@reddingjones.com

*** CONFIDENTIAL COMMUNICATION *** The information contained in this message may
contain legally privileged and confidential information intended only for the use of the individual
or entity named above. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, you are
hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or duplication of this transmission is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify us by telephone or
email immediately and return the original message to us or destroy all printed and electronic
copies. Nothing in this transmission is intended to be an electronic signature nor to constitute
an agreement of any kind under applicable law unless otherwise expressly indicated. Intentional
interception or dissemination of electronic mail not belonging to you may violate federal or state
law.

From: Watkins, Michael C. <MWatkins@sccourts.org>
Sent: Wednesday, February 12, 2020 2:41 PM

To: Ty McTier <tmctier@reddingjones.com>

Subject: Re: Combis/Ballard.SC--Transcript
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3/16/20, 12:36 PM

what was the date of the hearing again?

From: Ty McTier <tmctier@reddingjones.com>

Sent: Wednesday, February 12, 2020 1:38:37 PM

To: Watkins, Michael C.

Cc: 'douglastruslow@truslowlaw.com’; Brian S. McCoy
Subject: Re: Combis/Ballard.SC--Transcript

*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please exercise
caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

Michael,

Great thank you!

Ty K. McTier, Associate

2907 Providence Road, Suite 303
Charlotte, North Carolina 28211
Telephone | 704-900-2215 x113

E-mail | tmctier@reddingjones.com

*** CONFIDENTIAL COMMUNICATION *** The information contained in this message may
contain legally privileged and confidential information intended only for the use of the individual
or entity named above. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, you are
hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or duplication of this transmission is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify us by telephone or
email immediately and return the original message to us or destroy all printed and electronic
copies. Nothing in this transmission is intended to be an electronic signature nor to constitute
an agreement of any kind under applicable law unless otherwise expressly indicated. Intentional
interception or dissemination of electronic mail not belonging to you may violate federal or state
law.

From: Watkins, Michael C. <MWatkins@sccourts.org>
Sent: Wednesday, February 12, 2020 1:29 PM

bout:blank Page 3 of 5
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3/16/20, 12:36 PM

To: Ty McTier <tmctier@reddingjones.com>
Subject: Re: Combis/Ballard.SC--Transcript

Hey Ty,
I am completing a transcript of a jury trial now, yours is next. | am hoping to get it to you next
week.

Thanks, Mike

From: Ty McTier <tmctier@reddingjones.com>

Sent: Wednesday, February 12, 2020 1:09:39 PM

To: Watkins, Michael C.

Cc: Brian S. McCoy; 'dougIastruslow@truslowlaw.com'; David Redding
Subject: Combis/Ballard.SC--Transcript

*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please exercise
caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***
Michael,

I hope you are doing well. | just wanted to check with the status of the transcript and if you need
additional time.

Ty K. McTier, Associate

2907 Providence Road, Suite 303
Charlotte, North Carolina 28211
Telephone | 704-900-2215 x113

E-mail | tmctier@reddingjones.com

*** CONFIDENTIAL COMMUNICATION *** The information contained in this message may
contain legally privileged and confidential information intended only for the use of the individual
or entity named above. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, you are
hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or duplication of this transmission is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify us by telephone or
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3/16/20, 12:36 PM

email immediately and return the original message to us or destroy all printed and electronic
copies. Nothing in this transmission is intended to be an electronic signature nor to constitute
an agreement of any kind under applicable law unless otherwise expressly indicated. Intentional
interception or dissemination of electronic mail not belonging to you may violate federal or state
law.

~~~ CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE ~~~ This message is intended only for the addressee and may
contain information that is confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, do not read, copy,
retain, or disseminate this message or any attachment. If you have received this message in
error, please contact the sender immediately and delete all copies of the message and any
attachments.
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3/16/20, 12:37 PM

Combis/Ballard--Transcript

Ty McTier <tmctier@reddingjones.com>
Tue 2/25/2020 1:35 PM

To: 'douglastruslow@truslowlaw.com' <douglastruslow@truslowlaw.com>
Cc: Brian S. McCoy <bmccoy@mccoylawfirm.com>

B 1 attachments (114 KB)
Ballard vs. Combis%2c 12-18-19 hrg.pdf;

Doug,

‘

I believe you ordered a transcript as well, but wanted to share this with you just in case you have not received it.

Ty K. McTier, Associate

2907 Providence Road, Suite 303
Charlotte, North Carolina 28211
Telephone | 704-900-2215 x113
E-mail | tmctier@reddingjones.com

*** CONFIDENTIAL COMMUNICATION *** The information contained in this message may contain legally privileged and confidential information
intended only for the use of the individual or entity named above. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby
notified that any dissemination, distribution or duplication of this transmission is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in
error, please notify us by telephone or email immediately and return the original message to us or destroy all printed and electronic copies.
Nothing in this transmission is intended to be an electronic signature nor to constitute an agreement of any kind under applicable law unless
otherwise expressly indicated. Intentional interception or dissemination of electronic mail not belonging to you may violate federal or state law.
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Desa Ballard

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Douglas Truslow <douglastruslow@truslowlaw.com>
Sunday, June 23, 2019 6:11 PM

Desa Ballard

FW: Ballard v. Combis; Deposition Designations

From: Amanda Hilley <amandahilley@truslowlaw.com>

Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2017 11:45 AM

To: Joe Pellington <jpellington@reddingjones.com>; Ty McTier <tmctier@reddingjones.com>

Cc: Douglas Truslow <douglastruslow@truslowlaw.com>; Desa Ballard <desab@desaballard.com>; Mara Ballard
<Mara@desaballard.com>; Beth Cogan <Beth@desaballard.com>; Marisol Rivera <mrivera@reddingjones.com>
Subject: Ballard v. Combis; Deposition Designations

Dear Mr. Pellington and Mr. McTier:

Please see the below listed Deposition Designations for both Diane and George Combis for the Rule To Show Cause in
the above referenced matter:

Deposition of Diane Combis

Deposition Designations

From September 18, 2015 in the Federal Case {separate and distinct case)

90£0062dO¥TOZ#ISYI - SYI1d NOWINOD - HILSYONV1 - AV 2S:0T SZ unC 6T0Z - A3 114 ATTVOINA

P.50 Line 6 To P.51 Line 25
P.54 Lline'l To P.55 Line 25
P.56 Line 4 To P.57 Line 10
P.58 Line 3 To Line 16
P.61 Line 23 To P.63 Line 13
P.79 Line 23 To P. 80 Line 22

Deposition of George Combis

Deposition Designations

From September 13, 2017 Deposition

Ballard v. Combis matter
P.7 Line 15 To P.8 Line 24
P.16 Line 1 To P. 16 Line 25
P. 20 Linel To p.21 Line 10
P.23 Line 3 To P.28 Line 12
P.73 Line 20 To p.78 Line 14
P.96 Line 14 To P. 107 Line 15
p. 110 Line 2 To P. 111 Line 18
P. 120 Line 3 To P. 122 Line 22
P.129 Line 15 To P.132 Line 3
P. 140 Line 23 To P. 141 Line 17
P. 163 Line 22 To p. 165 Line 19

1
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P.175 Line 15 To P. 176 Line 6
p. 199 Line 21 To P. 200 Line 19
p.223 Line 21 To p. 225 Line 13
P. 230 Lline 12 To P.231 Line 4

AND

Re: Deposition Designations of George Combis

From October 11, 2017 Deposition

Ballard v. Combis matter
p.16 line 1 To P.20 Line 22
P.21 Line9 To P.22 Line 19
P. 25 Line 1 To P.29 Line 7
P.36 Line5 To P.36 Line 14
P.42 Line 9 To P. 42 Line 23
P. 43 Line 10 To P.43 Line 22
P. 46 Line 5 To P.47 Line5
P. 68 Line 20 To P.72 Line 15
p.g1 Line 1 To p.81 Line 17
P. 82 Line 20 To P.86 line 4
p.119 lined To P.119 Line 17

Sincerely,

Amanda Douglas Hilley
Senior Paralegal

Truslow & Truslow
ph (803) 256-6276
fax (803) 256-7659

Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 1465
Columbia, SC 28202

Physical Address:
914 Richland St., Suite B-102
Columbia, SC 298201

CONFIDENTIAL & PRIVILEGED

Unless otherwise indicated or obvious from the nature of the above communication, the information contained herein is
attorney-client privileged and confidential information/work product. The communication is intended for the use of the
individual or entity named above. If the reader of this transmission is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified
that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
communication in error or are not sure whether it is privileged, please immediately notify us by return e-mail and destroy
any copies, electronic or otherwise, which you may have of this communication.

2
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA

ROCK HILL DIVISION

Case Number: 0:14-cv-01839-MGL

DESA BALLARD, as Successor Trustee
of the Trust of Chris Combis,

u/a/d 10-15-2013,
Plaintiff,
V.

DIANE COMBIS,
Defendant.

DESA BALLARD, as Successor Trustee
of the Trust of Chris Combis,

Cross-claim/

Third Party Plaintiff,

V.

GEORGE COMBIS; and DIANE COMBIS,
as Former Trustee of the Trust of
Chris Combis; SUPERIOR TILE,
MARBLE and TERRAZZO CORP.;
SUPERIOR STONE OF THE SOUTHEAST,

INC.,

Cross-claim/

Third Party Defendants.

In the Matter of the Estate of

Chris Combis:

DESA BALLARD, as Personal

Representative of the Estate of

Chris Combis,

Petitioner,

V.

George Combis; Chris A. Combis;
Diane Combis; and Superior Tile,
Marble, and Tarrazzo Corporation,

and Superior Stone.

Respondents.

ROA 0994
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)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

DEPOSITION
OF
DIANE COMBIS

Taken at:

Tison Redding, PLLC
201 S. Tryon Street
Charlotte, NC

On Friday,
September 18, 2015

REPORTER:
Christine Tavylor
Notary Public
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Page 50

Repeat the number again.

$417,000.

I thought you said 407.

417.

Yes.

And would you agree with me that you —- at George's
instruction you took out -- you gave him $412,000 on

August 2, 2007; 1is that correct?

Yes.

And you're saying that it went for a line of credit,
is that correct, an LOC?

That funded the company that went into the company.
They were tied together.

But the line of credit was on -- secured with the home
which you and your husband owned?

Yes.

Is that correct?

That is correct. But the company uses the money that
comes out of there when things need to be paid 1if the

company can't pay for them.

I understand that. But the money went into an account
in George's name and I'm really not -- I'm not
interested right now where it went after that. I'm

trying to figure out where it went.

Okay.

Lowrance Reporting Service, Inc.
704-543-7995 www.lowrancereporting.com
ROA 0995
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Page 51

It went into an account owned by you or you and
George?

The house is in George and I's name, so the LOC should
be --

And the line of credit is for you individually and
George individually or the company?

It is based, yes, on that.

Who told you to apply it to that account, to the
account for you and George? Who told you to do that?
I know you didn't do it on your own. Who told you to
do it? George?

I imagine. I'm not sure.

You know that George did, don't you?

Tt makes logical sense.

Now, at the time you provided George with that
$412,000, did you record what you had -- where it had
gone, what had been done with the money?

Did I actually record it anywhere?

Yes, ma'am. In your documents that you were keeping
as a trustee.

I'm not sure.

By the way, did the trust ever do a trust tax return?
You're the trustee. Did you ever do a tax return?
Not to my knowledge. And I asked about that and

nothing ever became of it. I wasn't ever given an

Lowrance Reporting Service, Inc.
704-543-7995 www.lowrancereporting.com
ROA 0996
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Diane Combis (9/18/15)

Page 54
The $412,000 that you said that you gave to George
that went into a line of credit owned by you and
George --
MR. REDDING: Objection to form.
Did you say that, that you took $412,0007
Yes.
Did you give it to George?
MR. REDDING: Objection to form. I'll
withdraw that objection.
Did you give the $412,000 to George?
Yes. It was put into that account.
And that was an account owned by you and George
individually?
Yes.
And did you ever record that $412,000 as a loan to
George?
I did not record it as a loan.
Did anyone record it as a loan to George?
Paul Hattenhauer at one time listed in the accounting
"loan" and then later on he had his -- there's a
letter that says "the draw" from George, the draw. It
was referred to as a draw.
What is =-- I'm not sure I've seen that letter. What
letter are you referring to?

I gave it to my lawyer that has some papers.

Lowrance Reporting Service, Inc.
704-543-7995 www.lowrancereporting.com
ROA 0997

90€0062dI¥T0Z#ASVO - SYA1d NONINOD - H31SVONVT - NV ¢S:0T G¢ unt 6T0¢ - 3114 ATTVIOINOHLO3 13




~ o Ut W N e

o¢}

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Diane Combis (9/18/15)

>

- O N O

Page 55

Mr. Redding or someone else?

I think it was Charlie Bridgmon at the time that

I gave it to him.

Charlie Bridgmon?

Yeah, Bridgmon.

Do you know what the date of that letter is?

No. It was during the time that I was working with
Mr. Hattenhauer on the accounting, going over
everything.

So --

And it was a draw in referring to back to the monies
Pop -- to me, it was the monies that Pop had owed and
the monies that were going to be used -- continue to
be used for his health care, for whatever benefits he
may have.

I'm trying to understand. Are you saying that you
provided some documentation to Mr. Hattenhauer and
Mr. Hattenhauer recorded the $412,000 as a loan to
George? Is that what you're telling me?

At one time he referred to it as a loan. And another
time we talked about it as a draw that was going to be
used.

And where is the document reflecting that it was a
draw?

I do not have the documents with me today.

Lowrance Reporting Service, Inc.
704-543-7995 www.lowrancereporting.com
ROA 0998
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Page 56

Is there -- was it to be a draw to Chris or to George?
To Chris Combis or to George?
To George.
And how would George have gotten a draw from the Chris
Combis estate, how would that happen?

MS. BALLARD: Trust.

MR. TRUSLOW: I'm sorry?

MS. BALLARD: Trust.
From the trust.
How or why?
How. Help me understand. The Chris Combis Trust is
not a business; you agree with that?
Yes.
Chris Combis didn't work for the trust, did he?
No.
George Combis didn't work for the trust, did he?
No.
So how would George Combis get a draw from the -- from
the Chris Combis Trust?
Because based on conversations and decisions made, . it
was removed from the bank account -- from the trust
account and put into the LOC to take care of those
needs.
Can you show me one document that will reflect that

the $412,000 went into Superior Tile or Stone or any

Lowrance Reporting Service, Inc.
704-543-7995 www.lowrancereporting.com
ROA 0999
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Page 57
corporation?
Do I have a document?
Yes, ma'am.
That shows where it did?
Yes.
Yes, I think it reflects.
Show me. Please identify those documents for me, if

they exist. I don't think they do. But if they do,
please show them to me.

I don't have any records with me today.

You've provided -- again, you have a good attorney and
he's provided me with some paperwork. Is it anywhere
in the paperwork that would support what you're
saying, that money -- that this $412,000 --

I'm not sure.

What happened to the $412,0007

It was used to pay his bills and part of his benefit
and the money that he owed the company.

Well, why if it was -- if the $412,000 was being used
to pay for Mr. Chris Combis's care, why was there a
need to take it out of the trust to put it in yours
and George's names individually rather than just leave
it where it was?

My answer would probably be because there was so much

not knowing what the needs may be and there were so

Lowrance Reporting Service, Inc.
704-543-7995 www.lowrancereporting.com
ROA 1000
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Page 58
many needs on and off, that it was much easier to
write them from the company checking account.

But can you offer any excuse for taking the money --
other than what you've said, can you offer any excuse
for taking the $412,000 out of the trust, the Chris
Combis Trust, and putting it in the account for you
and George?

Other than what I've said?

Yes.

No, sir.

Who was the LOC with?

Park Sterling to my recollection.

And it was in the Park Sterling account for you and
George or George alone?

Most everything I think is in George and I name
together. Joint account.

All right. You understand, do you not, that there's a
distinction between you being a trustee and you being
a wife; do you understand that?

Yeah, there is a difference.

Did you understand it at the time?

Yes.

Okay.

Very close.

To cut to the chase -- and we'll move on and see where

Lowrance Reporting Service, Inc.
704-543-7995 www.lowrancereporting.com
ROA 1001
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Page 61
Do you know what the word "scrupulous" means?
The -- good judgment.
I promise it's not a trick question. You can have
unscrupulous, you can have scrupulous. What does
scrupulous mean to you?
Good, moral.
Follows the law?
Yes.
Was there anyone after you became trustee on
August 21, 2006 that acted as a trustee until you
resigned or were you the sole trustee?
I was the sole trustee.
Now, 1f Superior Stone or Superior Tile or George told
you that certain things should happen with the trust,
were you going to listen to what they told you to do
or were you going to make your own independent
decision?
I would listen to the information told me.
And what would you do if there was —-- if there had
been a conflict?
I would weigh out and prayerfully think about it and
make my decisions, what was right.
Did you understand that as a trustee you couldn't
engage in self-dealing for either your husband or for

yourself —--

Lowrance Reporting Service, Inc.
704-543~-7995 www.lowrancereporting.com
ROA 1002
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Page 62

Yes.
-- or for the benefit of your husband --
Yes.
—-— to the prejudice of the trust?
Yes.
So would you agree that you had the duty of loyalty
and a fiduciary duty to the trust to do what was in
its best interest?
Yes.
And that was regardless of what your husband may have
told you to do?
Yes.
But he's the one that told you to take the $412,000
out and give it to him?

MR. REDDING: Objection.
Is that correct?
Yes.
All right. You were not a beneficiary to the trust,
were you?
No.
The three beneficiaries of the trust would have been,
if I understand, after the passing of Mr. Combis would
be your husband; Linda, his sister; and his other
sister, Mary?

Yes.

Lowrance Reporting Service, Inc.
704-543-7995 www.lowrancereporting.com
ROA 1003
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Page 63

And would you agree with me that you were not legally
permitted to prefer your husband over Linda and Mary?
Yes.

Do you have any document that would show that you told
Linda and Mary that you were going to pay $412,000
over to an account in yours and George's name for the
line of credit?

No, I do not.

Did you have that conversation with them? Did you
tell them that you were doing that?

George communicated that with them.

Did you tell them that?

No, I did not.

Why would you rely on George who was —- had a
financial interest that may be opposed to his
sisters'? Why would you rely on George rather than
you doing it yourself?

Because the three siblings always talked among
themselves. When there was any communication, no
matter what it was regarding, the sisters always came
to George for any help or any needs. And George
always communicated with them and told them that there
was —-- when it got toward the end, that there was no
more money and that he had helped them and done all he

could.

Lowrance Reporting Service, Inc.
704-543-7995 www.lowrancereporting.com
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Page 79

George, was it not?

Or a draw.

Pardon me?

Or a draw.

Okay. Well, I had asked you about this before, but
Exhibit 2 was from the Chris Combis Revocable Trust,
was it not?

Yes.

And you agreed with me, I think, but I want to just
make sure, that the trust couldn't make a draw to
George; 1s that correct?

Yes.

Now, this wasn't an advance on any inheritance or
anything, this was a loan; is that correct?

It was for taking future care of Pop. So when you
said -- or any future advancements.

So if it was for that, I'm trying to get my mind
around this, what kind of documentation did you get
from George where he would -- contract, promissory
note, anything, that you would get as a trustee?
Verbal agreement.

So let me just make sure. You said you were giving
George -- you were loaning George -— as trustee, you
were loaning George $412,000; correct?

MR. REDDING: Objection to form.

Lowrance Reporting Service, Inc.
704-543-7995 www.lowrancereporting.com
ROA 1005
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Yes.

But you got no promissory note; is that correct?

No.

You got no collateral; is that correct?

No —-- yes.

And all you had was George's word that he was going to
take care of things?

Yes.

And was he going to take care of them through Superior
Stone or Superior Tile or was he going to personally
do them? Who was ultimate party responsible?

Both.

Looking back on it, don't you think you should have
gotten something in writing?

Yes.

Okay. When you resigned as the trustee of the Chris
Combis Trust, you certainly knew Ms. Ballard was going
to be the successor?

Yes.

And you had agreed, had you not, to turn over whatever
money was in the -- was left in the bank account to
her at that point in time, did you not?

Yes.

Okay. Would you agree with me that -- and you put

that in writing that you were going to do that, did
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
) SIXTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF LANCASTER ) C.A. NO. 2014-CP-29-00306

In re: Chris Combis, deceased

Desa BRallard,
Plaintiff,
GEORGE C.
vS.
George Combis,
Defendant/Third-Party Plaintiff,
vs.

Mary Combis and Linda Combis,

Third-Party Defendants.

N N N S i it St N i et e e’ s e o’

DEPOSITION OF

COMBIS

SEPTEMBER 13,

Deposition on oral examination of George C. Combis,

2017

reported by Laura S. DeCillis, Certified Court Reporter and

Notary Public in and for the State of South Carolina;
deposition taken at the Offices of Nosal & Jeter Law,

Gold Hill Road, Unit 201, Fort Mill, South Caroclina,

said

852

on

Wednesday, the 13th day of September 2017, scheduled for

10:00 a.m. and commencing at the hour of 10:02 a.m.
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A, Yes, sir.

Q. Do you realize you have an obligation to tell
the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Are you going to do that?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. When did you first learn that you were noticed
for your deposition for today?

A. Today is Wednesday? Monday.

Q. You did not know before Monday that a deposition
had been set for today?

A. I think I knew but I thought I would be able to

avoid it, and didn't know for certain until Monday that I
needed to be here.
Q. So when did you first learn that you were

noticed for a deposition?

A. Probably a week ago.

Q. Okay. What did you do at that point in time?
A. Just made a mental note of it.

Q. All right. And did you learn approximately a

week or so ago that you had had a subpoena that had been

issued for you to provide certain documents?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And what documents have you brought with you
today?
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A. None.

0. Okay. Why not?

A. It was kind of vague and I just didn't know what
to bring so I felt like I didn't need to bring anything.

Q. What attempt did you make to look for any
documents that might relate to this case?

MR. PELLINGTON: Objection.

BY MR. TRUSLOW:

A. None.

Q. Did you make any attempt?

A. Yes.

Q. And tell me fully what that attempt was.

A. Thinking in my mind if I needed to bring
anything.

Q. And how long did you spend thinking 1f you
needed to bring anything?

A. Thirty seconds.

Q. Okay. So that was your entire mental process

and you decided you just weren't going to bring anything?

A. Correct.
0. And I know I'm correct, but you didn't make any
objection to produce any documents. Your objection was to

the taking of a deposition.
A. Correct.

Q. Okay. So you spent thirty seconds. When you
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Okay. By the way, I notice that you're wearing

a watch today on your left hand.

A.

L @ L= O]

= O R & =0 =20

>0

= O R 2 C - O @

Yes.

What kind of watch is that?

I think it's a Rolex.

You're looking at it, I see.

I think it's a Rolex.

You think it's a Rolex?

Yes, sir.

And what kind of Rolex?

Presidential.

A Presidential band or a Presidential Rolex?
Band.

Okay. What is the Rolex watch?

I don't know the name of it.

Does it have a serial number on 1it?

I do not know.

Okay. Who did you buy the watch from?
I do not remember.

Have you bought any other Rolex watches?
Maybe 40 or 50 of them.

40 or 507

(Nods head) .

And who have you bought those from?

Different dealers throughout the country.
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BY MR. TRUSLOW:
A. In my safe.
Q. Okay. And what are the contents of the safe

that you have?
MR. PELLINGTON: Objection.
BY MR. TRUSLOW:
A. I object to that, too.
MR. PELLINGTON: 1I've already objected. 1If you
know what the contents of the safe are then answer the man.

BY MR. TRUSLOW:

A. Well, I'm not going to tell you the contents of
my safe.

Q. Are you refusing to answer?

A. That question.

Q. Okay. One of things I'm trying to find out 1is

what your worth is and what your ability 1s to pay these

legal fees --

A. Uh-huh.

Q. -—- so, regrettably, I have to ask these
questions. I hope you understand.

A, Well, no, I don't. But, regrettably, I'm not

going to divulge what's in my safe.

THE WITNESS: And you can capitalize that if you

want to. (Directed to the court reporter).

BY MR. TRUSLOW:

ROA 1011
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1 Q. I could hear part of it. You turned to the
2 court reporter and said, you can capitalize that?
3 A. Yeah.
4 Q. Does that mean you are emphatic that you're not
5 going to -—-
6 A. Right.
7 Q. You're winking and putting the thumbs up,
8 meaning you refuse to tell us what assets you may have in
9 your safe?
10 A. Correct.
11 Q. All right. Well, we'll come back to that later.
12 I'm trying to find out what you may have to be able to
13 respond to the verdict that we expect or to respond to this
14 lawsuit. Let me —-
15 A, Well, that's speculation.
16 Q. I'm sorry?
17 A. That's speculation.
18 Q. What 1is?
19 A. The verdict.
20 Q. That's not my question. My question was, I'm
21 trying to find out --
22 A. That was a comment.
23 Q. We're trying to find out what you may have to be
24 able to respond to a verdict that we expect. I understand
25 vyou say that's speculation and I understand your point. But
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Q. Not a single one?
A. No.
Q. Are there watches in your safe?
MR. PELLINGTON: Objection.
BY MR. TRUSLOW:
A. Maybe one. The watch that my son gave me is in

the safe, yes.
Q. All right. If you can --
MR. PELLINGTON: Counselor, before you move
forward, I just want to make sure that you understand that
there are collection efforts going on in North Carolina and

a bond has been posted and so collection efforts have been

stayed.

MS. BALLARD: In that action, not this one.

MR. PELLINGTON: In that action, not this. I'm
just not sure -- I mean, just to put you on notice because
I'm not sure if what you're doing right now is proper. I

don't think it's within the scope of the lawsuit filed here
and I want to make sure that you know and it's on the record
that you know that collection efforts have been stayed in
North Carolina in the North Carolina action.

MR. TRUSLOW: I'm deposing this witness
regarding this case. There are substantial sums we allege
due and we're trying to find out about his ability to

respond. He's already indicated he's not going to tell us
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what he has in his safe. He said he objected and refuses to
answer. I'm not going to get in an argument with you. I
think under the rules all you can do is state an objection
as to relevance, or perhaps privilege, and that's it.

MR. PELLINGTON: And that's all I plan to do.
I'm not going to try to impede your ability to take the
deposition today. I just want to make sure that you're
aware that --

MR. TRUSLOW: And please comply with the rules
and I intend to comply with the rules; is that clear?

MR. PELLINGTON: Fair enough.

MR. TRUSLOW: Thank you.

BY MR. TRUSLOW:

Q. Go ahead.

A. Nothing more.

Q. Nothing more? Nothing more, meaning what?

A. I don't know what we were referring to.

Q. All right. Let's talk about watches. You've

been a collector of Rolex watches, I suppose —-

A. All kinds —-

0. -— 1f you have 40 or 507

A. All kinds of watches.

Q. What do you do with them?

A. Enjoy them for a little while and then sell

them, give them away.
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Q. Who have you given watches away to?
A. I couldn't begin to tell you the people.
Q. Well, try to start someplace. Who have you
given Rolex watches to --
MR. PELLINGTON: Objection.
BY MR. TRUSLOW:
Q. —— in the last four years? Make that since
2008.
A. No one since 2008.
Q. How about since 20057
MR. PELLINGTON: Objection.
BY MR. TRUSLOW:
A. I just can't recall.
Q. Let me try it a different way. Have you
delivered any watches to anyone since 20057
MR. PELLINGTON: Objection.
BY MR. TRUSLOW:
A. Yes.
Q. Who is that?
MR. PELLINGTON: Objection.
BY MR. TRUSLOW:
A. I'm trying to think when I gave my father -- I

just do not remember the year that I gave my father a Rolex.

Q. Okay. And what kind of Rolex was that?

A. Jubilee —- that's about all I remember. A
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Jubilee Rolex.
0. What did he do
A. No. He -- the
it on a temporary basis to
bought his own and gave me
Q. When did he giv
MR. PELLINGTON:
BY MR. TRUSLOW:
A, I think a year

think that's right.

Q. All right. And
A. Well, I had tri
son, Chris. And he didn't

the value of it and so he s
see fit, you give it to him
grandchildren.

Q. All right. And

MR. PELLINGTON:
BY MR. TRUSLOW:

A. I gave it to my
that it was my watch and 1if
out and sell it or trade it
of sentimental value in my
got him a -- got his self a

watch to Chris and, again,

26
with it, if you know?
reason I'm smiling is, 1s he wore
impress a friend and then he
that one back.

e you that one back?

Objection.
before he died. 1I'd say '08. I
what did you do with that watch?
ed to tell him to give it to my
think that Chris could understand

aid, you keep it and whenever you

or keep it for one of your

what did you do with it?
Objection.

son, Chris, with the stipulation
you —— I didn't want him to go
because there was a little bit

giving it to my dad. So my dad

nother one and then I gave this

with the stipulation that don't
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Q.

BY MR.

O

he

>0

O

When did you give it to him?

MR. PELLINGTON: Objection.
TRUSLOW:

What year?

Maybe '10 or '11.

2010 or 20117

Right.

All right.

I'm not real sure.

Then the other watch, what happened to it?

other Rolex watch that your father had?

27

The

A. He kept --
MR. PELLINGTON: Objection.
BY MR. TRUSLOW:
A. My father kept it.
Q. Do you know where it went, what happened to it?
A. Yeah. He told Diane to take it and sell it or
do whatever and -- but we kept it and that's what we turned

in a month to (pauses) -—-

Q.

So from the time your father gave it to you,

it's been in yours and Diane's possession?

BY MR.

A.

MR. PELLINGTON: Objection.
TRUSLOW:

Yes.
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Q. And what did your son do with the watch that you
said your father gave to you and you gave to Chris in
2010/2011? Where is that watch?

MR. PELLINGTON: Objection.

BY MR. TRUSLOW:

A. I have 1it.

0. You still have 1it?

A. Yes.

Q. All right. And is it in your safe, or where it
is?

A. (Indicates).

Q. That's what you're wearing today?

A, Yes.

Q. All right.

A Let me ask you, is there any specific watch that

you're looking for?

0. I may come back to that. But the reason that I
kind of got off track is, it appeared to me that you pulled
up your sleeve and had ydur arm out and when you did, it
brought this up. The way I was going to go, I was going to
go from another direction and I wanted to get back on where
I want to be.

A. Okay.

Q. And, quite frankly, I don't know whether you're

trying to poke me with a stick, figuratively speaking, or it
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Q. Okay. Did you follow his advice or did you not
follow his advice?
A. Followed it.
MR. PELLINGTON: Objection.
BY MR. TRUSLOW:
Q. Okay. I guess I ought to make that clearer.

Regarding what caused you to incur the $550,000 in debt, was
that as a result of following Mr. Plowler's advice or was it

some other reason?

A. Another reason.
Q. What was the other reason?
A. The IRS didn't allow us to take the loss in the

year that we thought we should be able to.

Q. And did you not take the loss in that year
because of what Mr. Plowler had advised or for any other
reason?

A. I think Mr. Plowler implied that we should try
and take it and see if they would allow it, and then they
just didn't.

Q. Okay. I want to talk to you about debts. But
before I do, I just want to make sure in my own mind, the
watch you're wearing is the one you had given your father
and he gave back to you?

A. Yes. It was always mine and he just -- my

father never was one for jewelry, or he didn't even like to
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wear a wedding band but he did.
Q. So you gave him the watch and then he gave it

back to you?

MR. PELLINGTON: Objection.

BY MR. TRUSLOW:

A. Right.
Q. And that was in 2008, if I understand?
A. Or '09. 1I'm not exactly sure the '08 or '09.

0. Sure.

A But it was my watch and I knew that for him
wanting to impress his friend, who's very, very wealthy, he
wore it for that and then the rest of the time he wore his

work watch.

Q. His what?

A. His work watch.

Q. Well, how about the Rolex watch he bought?

A. That was his work watch.

Q. And that was one that you gave to your son in
2010/20117

A. No. The watch that I gave to my father was this
watch and -- but I told my father that I always wanted to

keep possession of it and that I suggested that he pass it

along to my son, Chris. And at the time, the Rolex watches

weren't the thing, so Chris let his wife, Lauren, borrow it,

wear it for a little while and then I told him, well, I'd
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just as soon keep it. So I kept (sic) it back.
Q. All right.
A. Took it back.
Q. I apologize. I must be confused now. But as I

understand it, you bought the watch that you're wearing,

gave it to your father and then he gave it back to you?

A. I told him, I said, you know, if you quit
wearing it or don't —-- I don't want you to go sell it, give
it back. Because I know he didn't —-- if he paid $200 for a

watch in those years, that was too much money.

Q. And then the watch that you said Lauren ended up
with, what was that? Tell me about that.

A. I told my father if he didn't want to wear the
watch, I said, let's give it to Chris. So I gave it to

Chris and —-

Q. But you said that was in 2010 --

A. I don't know exactly what year.

Q. -— or 2011. Okay. You gave it to Chris?
A. Yes.

Q. Okay.

A.

And then he let his wife wear it for a period of
time, then she lost interest in it and so Chris said, here,
Dad, you just keep it.

Q. He gave it back to you?

A. Correct.
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Q. Okay. And that's the one that was produced to
Ms. Ballard?
A. No. The one that was produced to Ms. Ballard --
Q. All right. So that's got to be three. There's
got to be a third one then.
A. No. The one that was produced that I packed up

with the coins and the gun was the watch that my father used

on a day-to-day basis that he got from one of his buddy's

somewhere. I have no clue where.
Q. Was it a Rolex watch?
A. To the best of my knowledge, yes.
Q. Okay. And that's the one you packed up and

provided to Mr. Pellington?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. I'm not going to ask you about any
conversations that you had with him, but was it already
packaged when you delivered it or was it available for him

to inspect?

A. The box that I brought Mr. Pellington?

Q. Yes.

A. He could have —-- I taped it and closed it up
nicely and put padding around it. But, yes, he could have

opened it. I thought he would have opened it.
Q. So in defense of Mr. Pellington, he wouldn't

have looked at it. He would have just sent it on to
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1 Ms. Ballard?
2 A. I don't know.
3 Q. Okay. Would the same be true for the coins and
4 for the gun?
5 A. I assume soO.
6 Q. So they were in a sealed package when you
7 provided them to Mr. Pellington?
8 A. The coins, the gun and the watch were all in one
9 box, yes.
10 Q. And sealed?
11 A. Yes.
12 Q. Okay. Where had you kept that watch?
13 A. In the safe.
14 Q. Why did you keep it in the safe?
15 A It was safe there.
16 0. Okay. Was it a valuable -- I mean, you've had
17 some 50 Rolex watches so I would presume you know what one
18 looks like. Did it appear to be a Rolex?
19 A. Yes.
20 0. Did it have any marks, scratches, anything like
21 that on 1it?
22 A. Not that I was aware. But I'm sure it had
23 scratches because he wore it -- he welded, he did all kind
24 of manual labor so I'm sure it was scratched up quite a bit.
25 Q. Okay. Did you take any photographs of it before
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you produced 1t to your attorney?

A. No -- well, yes. As it was packed in the box.

But I had already wrapped it up in a felt piece of material.

Q. Had you photographed 1it?

A. No, not -- yes. Yes, I did. Yes, I did.
Before I wrapped it up and I put it in the box and then I
got to thinking that the watch would be rolling around so I

wrapped it up in some felt and put it in the box.

Q. So you photographed it?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And where is that photograph?

A. On my camera.

Q. So you still have 1it, the photograph?

A. I hope I do.

Q. How long would it take you to produce 1it?

A. (Pauses) .

Q. A matter of days?

A. I think so.

Q. The same thing, I'm going to ask you about the
gun. Do you know what kind of gun it was?

A. I'm not familiar with guns but I think it was a

.25, I think. I did take the bullets out. I kept the

bullets.
Q. You kept the bullets?
A. Yes, sir.

ROA 1024
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answer. How was -—-
A. Well, I was mistaken. I shouldn't have said
that.
Q. All right. Have you had any communications with

Mr. Nosal? Not about representing, but about any of these

cases?
A. Yes.
Q. Have you ever lied to him?

MR. PELLINGTON: Objection.

BY MR. TRUSLOW:

A. No.

Q. Have you ever misrepresented the truth to him?
A. I don't believe so.

Q. Did you ever represent to him that you had

consulted with two North Carolina Superior Court judges

about the status of cases?

A, Yes.

Q. These cases?

A. I do remember that.

Q. And was it true that you had consulted with two

Superior Court judges in North Carolina regarding the status
or did you misrepresent the truth to Mr. Nosal?

MR. PELLINGTON: Objection.
BY MR. TRUSLOW:

A. I didn't misrepresent. I just choose not to
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answer the question.

Q.

you didn't?

Well —-
Just keep on going.

I'm going to follow up on that. Did you or did

And I'm going to tell you the same answer.

You're not going to disclose whether you did or

A. Right.
MR. PELLINGTON: I'm also going to object to the
form of the question. If you want the basis, I'll give it
to you.

BY MR. TRUSLOW:

Q.

Have you ever represented to Mr. Nosal that you

consulted with two Superior Court judges regarding --

A.

Q.

©

p

=0

1O

P

Yes.

-— this? And was 1t true that you had?
Yes.

And who were the judges?

Again, I'm not telling you.

Were they practicing judges?

I refuse to answer.

Okay.

You know all this. You go find out.

Have you ever represented before that, it was
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1 regarding assets of your father, that it was stupid for
2 Ms. Ballard to seek this information? Did you ever use
3 words to that effect?
4 A. I'm sure I did.
5 Q. Okay. Do you think it's stupid for us to
6 inquire as to the names of the judges you consulted with in
7 North Carolina?
8 MR. PELLINGTON: Objection.
9 BY MR. TRUSLOW:
10 A. No. You can inquire.
11 Q. And it's reasonable for us to inquire, isn't it?
12 MR. PELLINGTON: Objection.
13 BY MR, TRUSLOW:
14 A. If you'd like.
15 Q. But you're just refusing to answer?
16 A. Correct.
17 Q. Why are you refusing to answer?
18 A. None of your business.
19 Q. Why is it none of my business?
20 A. It's just my business only.
21 Q. Okay. Was anybody with you when you had these
22 consultations with these judges in North Carolina?
23 A. One time, yes. The other time, no.
24 0. And who was with you and in what context?
25 A, A friend of mine.
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Q. Okay. Who was the friend?

A. I'm not telling.

Q. Was it a lawyer?

A. No.

0. Okay. Where did you meet with these two
Superior Court judges whose names you won't disclose?

A. How do you keep saying, I'm not going to answer?
I'm not going to answer.

Q. You understand there have been North Carolina

litigation going on on multiple fronts, there's a case on
appeal to the Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals in Richmond
and there's this case and then there's also the motion to
compel. Which of those cases did you consult with the North
Carolina Superior Court judges about?

MR. PELLINGTON: Objection.

BY MR. TRUSLOW:

Q. Go ahead.

A. Objection. No answer.

Q. You refuse to answer?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you consult with any Superior Court judges

in North Carolina about the Federal litigation and/or the
appeal?
MR. PELLINGTON: Objection.

BY MR. TRUSLOW:
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A. No, sir.

Q. So which cases did you consult with them and
when did you consult with --

MR. PELLINGTON: Objection.

BY MR. TRUSLOW:

Q. -— the North Carolina judges?

A. I'm not going to answer.

Q. So if I ask you if it was while the litigation

in North Carolina was going on, you're going to refuse to
answer?
A. Correct.
MR. PELLINGTON: Objection.
BY MR. TRUSLOW:
Q. Okay.

MR. TRUSLOW: I think this might be a good time
to take a break and --

MR. PELLINGTON: Do you want to do a lunch break
now or are you -- I mean, I never like to box an attorney in
as to length of a deposition --

MR. TRUSLOW: I appreciate it.

MR. PELLINGTON: If you've got a little bit
left, I would say we —-—

MR. TRUSLOW: For this purpose I only probably
need ten minutes.

MR. PELLINGTON: Okay.

ROA 1029

90€0062dI¥T0Z#ASVO - SYA1d NONINOD - H31SVONVT - NV ¢S:0T G¢ unt 6T0¢ - 3114 ATTVIOINOYLO3 13



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

101
THE WITNESS: Ten minutes more?
MR. TRUSLOW: No. Ten minutes to discuss an
issue that just came up.
THE WITNESS: Oh.
(Recess from 12:06 p.m. to 12:11 p.m.)

BY MR. TRUSLOW:

Q. All right. Are you ready, Mr. Combis?

A. Oh, yeah.

Q. Who were you texting?

A. Nobody. I was just reading something.

Q. Okay. I've been asking you questions about what

Superior Court judges you've talked to and when and what
context and where and you've said you refuse to answer. And
this 1s more directed at your attorney or to your attorney.

MR. TRUSLOW: But I'm confident the rules
require you to direct him to answer the questions and if he
doesn't, he does so —- there are consequences. And I don't
know how to say this. I'm not trying to put you on the
horns of a dilemma, but I think you and I both know what the
rules require and it is to your advantage, maybe not his,
for you to comply with what the rule requires.

MR. PELLINGTON: Well, I understand what you're
saying and so I was thinking a little bit about it during
the break. And the rules do allow for a consult with my

client that isn't subject to your inquiry if it's with
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regard to privilege. And I'm not saying that a conversation
with a sitting judge is privileged but I'm not really sure
what the facts are.

So what I am requesting is a five-minute
reprieve with my client to discuss whether a privilege
applies so that I can get a handle on the situation
factually. Are you okay with a five-minute break to --

MR. TRUSLOW: Yeah. But let me —--

MR. PELLINGTON: Because I think until I have
that conversation with my client, and I didn't want to do it
during the break without getting this on the record because
I don't want to talk to my client in violation of the rule.
But until I can have that conversation with him, I'm going
to have to instruct him not to answer.

MR. TRUSLOW: Okay. I understand what you're
saying.

MR. PELLINGTON: Okay.

MR. TRUSLOW: And I think you may be in error,
but let me go at it a different way.

MR. PELLINGTION: Well, just give a hypothetical
because my client may think, well, I was talking to a judge.
What if it's a former judge and he's now a practicing
attorney? I think at some point didn't Williamson come in
this case to represent you be a former judge and he could

have had a consult for legal services, no longer a judge and
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my client might think he's a judge. But I have no idea.
MR. TRUSLOW: Before we’go there let me try to
lay the groundwork.

BY MR. TRUSLOW:

Q. You know Mr. Nosal is sitting here. Do you know
him?

A. Yes.

Q. Has he ever acted as your attorney?

A. No.

Q. In fact, he represents your sisters; isn't that
correct?

A. I believe so.

Q. Your sisters ate adverse to you, correct?

A. Well, one of them is.

Q. And have you ever advised Mr. Nosal that you had

consulted with two Superior Court judges regarding
litigation --

MR. TRUSLOW: Well, the point is, 1if there was a
privilege, he's waived it.

MR. PELLINGTON: Well, I think I'm going to
object to that question because it's asked and answered. If
I recall correctly, Mr. Combis already said that he talked
to Mr. Nosal but the scope of what was discussed i1s more
what I'm concerned about.

MR. TRUSLOW: Okay. So —--
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1 MR. PELLINGTON: So is his --—
2 MR. TRUSLOW: Okay. Let me just lay this
3 groundwork.
4 BY MR. TRUSLOW:
5 Q. All right. Did you tell Mr. Nosal that or are
6 you going to refuse to answer whether you told Mr. Nosal
7 that?
8 A, I don't exactly remember what I told Mr. Nosal.
9 Q. Do you deny that you told him that you had
10 consulted with two Superior Court judges?
11 MR. PELLINGTON: Objection.
12 BY MR. TRUSLOW:
13 A, I deny that I told Mr. Nosal as to who these
14 people actually -- what their positions actually were.
15 Q. Did you ever advise Mr. Nosal in writing or
16 verbally that you had consulted with two Superior Court
17 Jjudges?
18 A. I do not remember.
19 MR. TRUSLOW: Madam Court Reporter, where we are
20 is, I've been asking Mr. Combis about ongoing litigation.
21 He has refused to answer. Counsel has indicated that he
22 wanted'to consult with Mr. Combis to see whether
273 consultation with judges about pending litigation may be
24 privileged. I don't, quite frankly. We will have to agree
25 to disagree about that. But 1if he wishes to talk with his
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client to confirm -- and I'm not asking for this purpose
what the conversations consisted of. I want to know the

identity of them.

I think to that degree, I'm entitled to an
answer and then if we get into the issue of whether
communications with a judge may be privileged, then I'll
consider that. But I first need to know what the names are
because the names would not be privileged. I'm not talking
about the communications. I'm talking about the names, what
are the names of those judges.

MR. PELLINGTON: Well, real quick --

MR. TRUSLOW: And that's what the rule requires
you to advise him to answer.

MR. PELLINGTON: I take issue with my objection
specifically. I don't think you've framed the issue with
respect to the concerns I have for my client's testimony,
put I just want to note that for record.

MR. TRUSLOW: Okay. I don't want you to get in
trouble when I'm saying this. We may have our differences
but I'm trying to give you the legal out to instruct him to
answer that question. It is to your benefit and I think the
rules require you to direct him to answer the gquestion of
what were the names of -- and I'll just ask it in these
terms. What are the names of the Superior Court judges that

Mr. Combis consulted with?
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MR. PELLINGTON: Hold on for a second.
MR. TRUSLOW: I'm sorry?
MR. PELLINGTON: I'm just saying to hold on for
a second and let me think about it. (Pauses). I'm going to
object to the form of the question and you can answer it if
you know.

BY MR. TRUSLOW:

Q. Go ahead. Who are they?

A. I do not know.

Q. What do you mean, you don't know?

A. I don't know their names.

Q. If you consulted with them how could you not

know that?

A. I didn't directly consult with them.

Q. Or were they your friends?

A. No.

Q. Have you ever said that they were your friends?
A. They were acquaintances.

Q. Have you ever said that they were your friends?
A. Not to my knowledge, no.

Q. Have you ever written that they were your

friends?
A. Not to my knowledge.
Q. Have you ever written to Mr. Nosal that you had

two friends that were Superior Court judges who had
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thoroughly reviewed your case?

A. If you have the letter, maybe it says so. But I
don't recall doing that.

Q. All right. Do you deny that you did or you're
saying you don't recall?

A. I don't recall.

Q. Who are your friends that are Superior Court
judges?

A. I don't recall their names.

Q. Are you friends of any Superior Court judges
outside of Mecklenburg County?

A. I may be.

Q. Okay. What judges are you acquainted with that
are Superior Court judges in Mecklenburg County?

A. I don't recall today.

Q. Okay. Mr. Combis, I'm not trying to lecture

you, but I will tell you, you need to be told this is a
serious matter. I would suggest that you're required to

answer the question.

MR. PELLINGTON: I believe he has answered the
question. He does not know or does not recall.
BY MR. TRUSLOW:

Q. Well, you can take your time but you need to

answer the question.

A. You can take as much time as you want. I'm
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A. Yes.
Q. Have you ever written in a text, "I am friends
with two Superior Court judges and after there -- t-h-e-r-e

~—- thorough review of the case, I am extremely confident."

Did you write that?

A. I believe I did.

Q. Okay. Who were those two Superior Court judges?
A. Nobody. No one.

Q. Who were they?

A. No one. Just two made-up judges. I just wanted

to see how far that would go.

Q. Once before you told us you couldn't remember.
Is your testimony now changing to say you not only can't
remember but they were just made up?

A, In that letter they were.

Q. I asked you if you had ever lied to Mr. Nosal.
Are you now telling me that you deliberately lied to him?

MR. PELLINGTON: Objection.

BY MR. TRUSLOW:

A. No.

Q. Pardon me?

A. I didn't --

Q. Did you lie to him?

MR. PELLINGTON: Objection.

BY MR. TRUSLOW:
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A, In the context of that letter, ves.

Q. Was it —--

A. I was testing to see if he was telling me the
truth.

Q. Was it deliberate on your part?

A. Yes.

Q. So are you friends with any judges or are you
not?

A, I've already told you no.

Q. Okay.

A, And I've already told you I don't contribute to
them.

Q. And you've told me that you couldn't remember

who you talked to and now your testimony is that you just
made it up, it didn't happen?

MR. PELLINGTON: Objection.
BY MR. TRUSLOW:

A. Not in that letter as formed, no.

Q. Aren't you telling me different things depending
on what question I ask? And how am I to know which is the
truth?

A. I'm telling you the éame thing. I'm just
telling you, if you ask different questions I'll give you
different answers.

Q. Okay. I was reading from a quote and you said
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Q. But you're appealing that; is that correct?
A. Yes.
Q. But when YOu said that you had consulted with
two Superior Court judges, that was a lie?
A. Yes.
Q. Okay. So why did you tell me first when I was

asking the questions and you were under oath that you

refused to disclose the names of those Superior Court

judges? Why did you say that when you were under oath?
MR. PELLINGTON: Objection.

BY MR. TRUSLOW:

A. I didn't have the names to disclose.

Q. Well, why did you tell me —-

A. I didn't know who they were.

Q. Why did you tell me that you couldn't remember

their names if they didn't exist? Why did you say that

under oath?

MR. PELLINGTON: Objection.

BY MR. TRUSLOW:

A, I don't recall.

Q. You don't recall what?

A. Telling you that.

Q. You don't recall in this deposition telling me

that you could not recall what their names were?

A. No.
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1 0. Do you recall saying that you objected to
2 disclosing who those judges were?
3 A. Yes.
4 Q. And you're telling me now that those
5 representations that you made under oath here in this
6 deposition were false?
7 MR. PELLINGTON: Objection.
8 BY MR. TRUSLOW:
9 Q. Is that correct? And they were deliberate on
10 vyour part, weren't they?
11 MR. PELLINGTON: Objection.
12 BY MR. TRUSLOW:
13 A. No. They weren't deliberate. You misunderstood
14 and I may have misstated that there were certain judges and
15 there weren't. They were just hearsay.
16 Q. Okay. Did you say it or did you not say it?
17 A. T don't know. You can ask her. (Indicating to
18 court reporter).
19 Q. You're saying now you don't recall whether you
20 said under oath today that you would refuse to disclose what
21 Superior Court judges you talked to?
22 A. I don't recall.
23 Q. You don't recall saying that?
24 A. No.
25 Q. Do you recall saying that you didn't recall who
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the judges were? Do you recall saying that today under
oath?

MR. PELLINGTON: Objection.
BY MR. TRUSLOW:
A. Probably so.
0. And was that false?
MR. PELLINGTON: Objection.

BY MR. TRUSLOW:

A. No. I didn't recall.

Q. Did you ever talk to any Superior Court judges?
A. No.

Q. So if you represented that you had, that was

deliberately untrue, wasn't 1it?

MR. PELLINGTON: Objection.

BY MR. TRUSLOW:

A. It wasn't deliberate.

Q. Well, what was it?

A, It was untrue.

Q. Was it intentional on your part?

A. Maybe.

Q. Well, why did you do it?

A. I don't know.

Q. Okay. Have you transferred any property within

the last three years?

MR. PELLINGTON: Objection.
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A. Correct.
Q. Okay. I'm going to clean up some areas of
perhaps confusion and then go on to a new subject. Is there

any of your testimony that you've given so far that you wish
to correct? Have you said anything that's not true?

A. No.

Q. It's all true? We can count on this being the

truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth?

A. Correct.

Q. And there's nothing you want to change?

A, No.

Q. Okay. Did you talk to anybody about this case

during lunch?
A. Nope.
Q. Okay. I see you've got your Rolex watch out.

Can you take it off and let's look at the back of it?

A. Why?

Q. Please take it off and let's look at the back of
it.

A. (Complies) .

Q. All right. 1It's got no engraving on this one.

MS. BALLARD: Let me see 1it.
BY MR. TRUSLOW:
Q. Thank you. You can put it back on if you would

like. Your father's watch, the other watch we were talking
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about that your son ended up getting in 2010/2011, do you
recall your father having it engraved?

A. No.
Q. Was it engraved or you don't recall one way or

the other?

A. It was engraved.

0. So it did have engraving on 1it?

A. I believe so.

Q. What was the engraving?

A. His name.

Q. Initials or name?

A. Name.

Q. All right. And you don't know where that watch

is, or do you?

A. No. Not right offhand I do not know.

Q. Okay. I'm more confused than ever now. But the
watch that you have now, you had given it to your father and
then he gave it back to you in 2008/2009, correct?

A. I believe that's correct.

Q. And then your father had bought a watch at some
point around then and had that one engraved?

A. I don't know for sure. I think he did.

Q. All right. And then in 2010/2011, you gave that
to your son who in turn gave it to his wife?

A. Yes. And who in turn -- like I said, it was
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always my watch. And so I told Chris if his wife didn't
want it and he didn't want it, I didn't want him to sell it,

so I got it back.

0. And where is it now?

A. I do not know.

Q. Okay. And where did you last see it?

A. I don't remember.

Q. I was confused for good reason because that

means a third one waé given to Ms. Ballard.
MR. PELLINGTON: Objection.
BY MR. TRUSLOW:

Q. Go ahead. What's your explanation --

A. I don't know exactly what number it was. It was
the watch that he wore.

Q. All right. So we've got the one that we've
talked about, 2008/2009 when you got it back. You've got
the one that your son got in 2010/2011 that he gave to his
wife that you got back and you don't know where that one 1is
now. And then the one that was delivered to Ms. Ballard,

correct?

A. The one that —-
Q. That makes three.
A. Okay. The one that was delivered to Ms. Ballard

was my father's Rolex watch that he used when he worked,

yes.

ROA 1044

90€0062dO¥T0Z#ASVO - SYA1d NONINOD - 431SVONVT - NV ¢S:0T G¢ unrt 6T0¢ - 3114 ATTVIOINOYLO3 13



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

132

Q. ~ Okay. But would you agree that one is not
engraved?

A. I don't know.

Q. All right. Let's go back to Exhibit 3. You
have it front of you. You can look at this.

A. Oh, okay. All right.

Q. It says here, Desa is going to take care of
Desa! You wrote that. What did you mean?

A. Desa 1s going to make sure she gets her fees.

Q. And she was entitled to, wasn't she?

A. I don't think so.

Q. Okay. Next up is selling Horseshoe. What did
you mean?

A. Let's see here. (Views document). Oh. I just

think she'll sell Horseshoe and liquidate that so she can

get her fees.

Q. Okay. And are you saying that she's not

entitled to be paid anything --

A. No. I'm not saying --

Q. -— pursuant to our contract?
A. I'm not saying that.

Q. How much i1s she entitled to?
A, I don't know.

Q. You don't know?

A. No.
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0. Do you know what he has?

A. No.

Q. Do you know where he got them?

A. No.

Q. Do you know whether he's bought or sold any
guns?

A. Oh, no. I have no clue.

Q. Have you transferred any guns to him or --

A. No.

Q. -— has your wife?

A. No.

Q. I asked you before but I just wanted to clean up
something. I had asked you since -- I think I asked you for

three years but I'll just use January lst of 2015.

Have you

made any transfers of real estate to anyone? You said no,

but I just wanted to make sure.

MR. PELLINGTON: 1I'll object to asked and

answered then.
MR. TRUSLOW: Okay.

BY MR. TRUSLOW:

Q. Go ahead.
A, Not to my knowledge.
Q. Okay. Well, you would be the person that would

know, I think. While I'm looking for some things,

access to your safe?

who has
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1 A. My wife.
2 Q. Anybody else?
3 A. No.
4 0. So you don't have access to it; is that correct?
5 A. Correct.
6 Q. The only person that would have had access to
7 the safe would be your wife?
8 A. I believe so.
9 Q. You don't know what the combination 1s?
10 A. No.
11 Q. Okay. So if a watch got missing or guns got
12 missing, you've indicated two guns, she was the only one
13 that had access to the safe; 1is that correct?
14 A. Come to think of it, I have a wall safe that I
15 can get in. 1It's about as big as that sheet of paper.
16 Q. Okay.
17 A. But, no. That's the only one I can get into.
18 Q. Okay. But was the watch or any guns put in your
19 wall safe or were those --
20 A, No.
21 Q. ~— given to your wife and she's the only one
22 with access to the safe?
23 A. Yeah. The safe that they were put in, she had
24 access.
25 Q. Okay. Anybody else have access to it to your
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1 Q. If that's going to be your answer --
2 A. Well, ask your question.
3 THE WITNESS: I don't see how you do it.
4 (Directed at the court reporter).
5 BY MR. TRUSLOW:
6 Q. Was there a judgment against you that as of the
7 time Ms. Ballard filed this suit, $850,000 -- it's a bit
8 more.
9 A. Ask the question.
10 Q. Did you have a judgment rendered against you
11 for, in excess of $800,0007?
12 A, Yes.
13 Q. Okay. Why didn't you seek an appeal bond at the
14 time?
15 MR. PELLINGTON: Objection.
16 BY MR. TRUSLOW:
17 Q. Did you seek an appeal bond at the time?
18 A, I don't recall.
19 0. What does the estate and trust consist of at
20 this point in time?
21 A. I don't know.
22 Q. All right. Who delivered the "Rolex" watch to
23 Mr. Pellington?
24 A. Me.
25 0. How did you get it?

90€0062dO¥T0Z#ASVO - SYA1d NONINOD - 431SVONVT - NV ¢S:0T G¢ unrt 6T0¢ - 3114 ATTVIOINOYLO3 13
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I looked for it.
Where did you look for 1it?

In the safe.

How did you get access to the safe if you didn't

have the combination and didn't know it?

g

=0 N @

Q.

Guess what? I asked my wife to open it for me.

Okay. And she opened it?
Yes.
And you got a watch out of there?

Yes.

All right. And you delivered that watch to

Mr. Pellington?

A.

=S @ =0 >0

© 2 ) =0

office?

Yes.

Did you look at it ahead of time?

I didn't -- I looked at it.

Did you photograph it at that time?
Yes. You asked me this earlier, remember?
Well, you photographed the watch?
Uh-huh.

At your home?

No.

Where?

My office.

So you took the watch from the house to your
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A. The watch, the coins and the gun to my office

and unloaded the gun and packed it in a box and wrapped the

Rolex in felt paper.

Q. And then delivered it to Mr. Pellington?

A. Yes. Actually, Mr. Redding.

Q. Or Mr. Redding.

A. Yes.

Q. And the coins, did you go in the safe and get

them or did your wife hand
A. They were just
just handed them to me.
Q. So she went in

safe, went in --

them to you? What happened?

in a bag/box kind of like and she

the actual safe, or unlocked the

A. Yeah. She was there when -- she opened the safe
and I go in and -- she had it on the third shelf and that's
where it stayed for six or seven years.

Q. How do you know that if you didn't have access
to the safe?

A. She said she never went in there.

Q. She told you for six or seven years she hadn't
gone into the safe?

A. No. She didn't say that. She just doesn't

bother with what was down there.

Q. Okay. Isn't it correct Ms.

that you address and pay her fees? She's told you and

Ballard has demanded
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Do you have any

facts you rely on or is that just your personal opinion --

MR. PELLINGTON: Objection.

BY MR. TRUSLOW:

Q. -— with nothing to back it up?

A. I have facts that I would disclose, but I didn't

come prepared to disclose them.

Q. Well, today is my chance to ask you what they
are. You'wve brought --

A. Emails, various emails.

Q. All right. Identify what they are.

A. I'll send them to you.

Q. When will you send them to me?

A. The first of -- the week after next.

Q. Okay. Do you realize that by not producing --

you know, you're writing on an exhibit,
that's not allowed.

A. Excuse me.

Mr. Combis, and

Q. Now you're tearing off a part of the exhibit.

Why would you do that?

A. I was just scribbling, looking for something to
jot on. To make you mad.
Q. Well, that's not going to work. You did it to

make me mad and it's not going to work.

do a deposition and be done with it.

I'm trying to just
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A. And I'm trying to answer.
Q. And trying to --
A. So let's mové on.
Q. And trying to make me mad and it's not going to
work.
A. All right.
Q. So why have you not produced these emails today?
MR. PELLINGTON: Obijection.
BY MR. TRUSLOW:
A. I didn't know I would need to.
Q. Okay. You didn't think you needed to honor the
subpoena?
MR. PELLINGTON: Objection.
BY MR. TRUSLOW:
A. I did. I'm here, aren't I?
Q. The subpoena to bring documents, the documents

that you relied on. Did you think you didn't have a duty
to —-

A. I could not find them.

Q. And you just considered it for thirty seconds
and then chose not to do anything else; is that correct?

A, Maybe a little longer than thirty seconds.
Maybe about five minutes.

Q. Okay. And after five minutes decided not to do

anything else?
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her house. And I can only assume that Mary is doing good at
a rest home, so -- and somehow they are getting by.

Q. Are you communicating with them?

A. Not in the last six months or so.

Q. What have either one of them said that was
critical of the job that Ms. Ballard was doing?

A. Say that --

Q. What have either one of them said to you that

was critical of Ms. Ballard in how she was handling her
responsibilities?

A. Well, the only one that I've talked to is Linda
and Linda didn't want to comment either way. And I have yet
to talk to Mary.

Q. Okay. Do you have a personal banker? And, if
so, who is that?

A. I don't have one.

Q. Okay. How many hours do you contend that
Ms. Ballard as necessarily devoted to this case and how many
hours were unnecessary”?

A. I have no clue.

Q. Okay. In a prior unsolicited email to me, we
were asking about certain items that were alleged that
belonged to the estate and you said -- I'm paraphrasing but
I can give you the exact language -- it was about a stupid

need to know. Do you recall writing that?
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A, Probably so.
0. And why was it a stupid need to know?
A. Because you were referring, I believe at the
time, to the gun and the watch and the coins.
Q. And why was that a stupid need to know?
A. That was already a done deal as far as my father

and my family were concerned, that it was the ones who he

gave 1t to.

Q. Okay. Well, wasn't Ms. Ballard at least
entitled to know what had happened and when it happened?

A. I'm sure we told her.

Q. Well, when you wrote this letter ahd said, "Stop

wasting my money on your stupid need-to-know stuff.”

A. Right.
Q. And what is your basis for saying that?
A. It wasn't any of her business. It was already a

done deal. My father died in '09 and all the transaction
with all the stuff was, you know, ours when Paulette and I
read his will or testimony or —-

Q. Why would you not just go through your attorney
rather than sending me an unsolicited email?

A. I have to pay them. I can write it on my own.

Q. Okay. And you go on to say, Chris is not
literally six foot, seven inches tall.

A. That was a error.
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Yes,
Would it be an understatement --
That's emphatic.
THE WITNESS: Yes, exclamation. (Directed at

the court reporter).
BY MR. TRUSLOW:
Q. Would it be under understatement

has gone on now for at least four years —-

A. Only because of her.
Q. -~ and very contentious?
A. Only because of her.

to say that it

THE WITNESS: And you can put that in there

twice. (Directed at the court reporter).

BY MR. TRUSLOW:

Q. I couldn't hear you?

A. She can put that in there twice.

Q. Put what in there twice?

A. Only because of her has it gone on as long as it
has.

0. Okay. Did Diane, as former trustee, did she

agree to deliver to Ms. Ballard all property of the trust?

A. You'll have to ask her that.
Q. Did you agree to that?
A. No.
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Q. Look at number 8 on page three.
A. Does it say I did?
0. Yes.
A. Okay.
Q. It says on —-
A, Then I did. I did. Excuse me, I did.
Q. All right.
A. But I don't know about Diane.
0. But what?
A. I don't know if Diane did or not, I'm just

telling you.

0. Well, she did.

A. Put that in your notes, too, you asked me.
Q. She did.

A, Oh, okay. I don't know why you ask these

questions if you know the answer, or you think you know the
answer.

Q. It probably comes as a shock to you to realize
that lawyers usually know the answers to most questions
before they ask them.

A. Oh. They think they do, anyway.

Q. Now, Diane was obligated to deliver to Ballard
all of the property of the trust, correct? It says so in
paragraph eight, or number 8.

A. Okay.
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Q. She did not do that, did she?
A. She told her attorney, Charlie Bridgmon, to do

it. And I think you're speaking of the 3500, $3600. And

for some reason he just didn't do it. The money was in his
account.

Q. He didn't turn it over?

A. I don't think he did. ©Not in a proper time.

Q. How about the Rolex? How about the coins? How

about the guns?

A. That wasn't anything to do with it.
Q. Pardon me?
A, That wasn't -- it didn't have anything to do

with what my father left us.

Q. Okay. How about all of the bank records and
other documentation relating to the trust?

A. I assume she got it sooner or later. I don't
know exactly when.

Q. Okay. How about some $50,000 that still has

never been accounted for? Why did she --

A. You know, it's funny. We just now found where
it went.

Q. You just now found out?

A, About a month -- let's see. September —-- in

August she was looking and we can account for the $50,000,

or 49 thousand and some odd dollars. And we can show you
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addréssed previously by a variety of courts, either the
Probate Court, the Circuit Court, the Federal District Court
or courts in North Carolina.

A. Okay.

Q. So what else did you do? Other than delivering
coins, a watch and one gun, what else did you do to
cooperate and locate and taking possession of the assets of
the trust?

A. Tried to get all the bank records that we could
and give them to the attorneys that they would disburse
to —-

0. And, Mr. Combis, this agreement was entered on

September 9, 2013, and when did you deliver the coins, the

gun --
A. Probably a month ago.
Q. -— one gun, coins and a watch?
A. August. Probably August.
Q. August of what year?
A. 2017.
Q. Do you think that 2013 to 2017 is a reasonable

period of time for you to —-

A. For me, yes.

Q. For you, it 1is?
A. Yes.

Q. Why is that?
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A, I didn't think it had to do with anything. It
was my stuff.
Q. It wasn't important to you?
A. Not a bit.
Q. Okay.
A. It was already decided long ago. Certainly long

before she ever entered the picture, let's put 1t that way.
Q. Did you agree to stay any action in North

Carolina pending a resolution in South Carolina?

A. I don't recall.
Q. Okay. In paragraph -- and you can look on page
four. It's paragraph 11 or number 11, whichever way you

want to call it.

A. Do you want me to read it out loud?

Q. No. You can read it to yourself.

A. (Views document). Yes.

Q. All right.

A. Now, may I also read something else?

Q. You may.

A. Okay. This is number 12 and you can have it

right after I get through. This was one thing that we
objected to very strongly and it's the way we, as novices,
non-attorneys, non-educated layman terms.

Linda and Mary acknowledge that this agreement

and the resignation of Diane as trustee reflects a
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS

} SIXTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF LANCASTER } C.A., NO. 2014~-CP-29~-00306
In re: Chris Combis, deceased

Desa Ballard,
Plaintiff, DEPOSITION OF
vs.
Volume II
George Combis,
Defendant/Third~Party Plaintiff,
vs.

Mary Combis and Linda Combis,

Third-Party Defendants.
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Continued Deposition on oral examination of George C.

Combis, reported by Laura S. DeCillis, Certified Court
Reporter and Notary Public in and for the State of South
Carolina; said deposition taken at the Offices of Nosal &
Jeter Law, 852 Gold Hill Road, Unit 201, Fort Mill, South
Carolina, on Wednesday, the 1lth day of October 2017,
scheduled for 10:00 a.m. and commencing at the hour of

10:04 a.m.

GEORGE C. COMBIS
October 11, 2017
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GEORGE C. COMBIS
Page 16

A. I just didn't think it was any of your business.

[

Q. Wow, I'm not going te ask you about an
conversation you had with your attorney, but was this a

decision you made on vour own, not to bring the documents?

A. No.

a. Who assisted yvou in making that decision?

A, Todd Plowler.

a. And he's your accountant?

A. I believe you know that.

o. Is he vour accountant?

A. Yes.

o. Anybody else -~

Al No.

o. -- that you sought -~ okay. Now, when you made

this decision not to bring these doocuments, who did vou

alart?
A No one.
Q. You just didn't bring thew?
A, Correct.
Q.

All zight.
USL

2

R.

~3

RUSLOW: Well, Mr. Pellington, I'm afraid

that we're goilng to have to bring this up with the Court. I
thought, quite frankly, I would hope that you would be as
shocked as I am to learn that these weren't brought and

we're being ambushed, I think. I think you are, too. Or,

GARBER REPORTING SERVICE
803-256~-4500
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at least, I would hope that if you had known you would have
alerted us so we could bring it up with the Court.

You asked for a specific list of documents. We
gave those to you in good faith. I had every belief that
you, in turn, provided those to your client in good faith so
that he could produce them and he's indicated that it was
his choice not te bring them today. Do you have any
comment? How do we resolve this?

MR. PELLINGTON: Well, one way to resolve it is
you could submit a request for a production of documents
under Rule 34 and then failure to produce would, I would
assume, would follow up with a motion to compel. Other than

I mean, I'm not going to comment as to my feelings

MR. TRUSLOW: You don't have to and I

MR. PELLINGTON: Yeah. No, right. But other
than that, I mean, 1f it's a matter, we can take it before
the Court. The only other thing I'11 put for the record is
that three documents were produced today. I believe until

34, a request for production of documents, is served,

-
0]

u

s}

¥

that my client is not required to produce anything further.
I think this was just a voluntary good-faith production.

And if it's a matter that we have to go before the Court,

then we will.
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GEORGE C. COMBIS
Page 18

MR. TRUSLOW: Well, we served a subpoena, there
was no objection to the subpoena. Mr. Combis indicated in
the last deposition he just wasn't going to bring them and
you would do this. We show up today in good faith and I'm
sure you showed up in good faith today, and we find out that
except for three pages on a very limited subject that he's
produced nothing else and he did it on his own, he's made a

decision to not do so.

bt

would say, quite frankly, it appears to me, no
reflection on you, Mr. Pellington, but your client is not
acting at all in good faith and is attempting to toy with us
and the Court and needlessly increasing legal fees. We do
intend to pursue this further. You, no doubt, have the
deposition in which there was no objection. You've, no

doubt, got the list, as do we. I think we may or may not at

a break make that a part of the record.

h
i

I"1l go rther, but I have to tell you, my
client and I are quite disappointed and do not think at all
that your client has acted in good faith. That isn't
intended to be a criticism of vyou, except to the extent, 1if
you knew about it I think you would have had an obligation
to tell us, which didn't happen.

S0 I'm assuming, unless you tell me something

different, that you were as shocked as I am and my client is

to find out that Mr. Combis isn't going to comply. If you

GARBER REPORTING SERVICE

803-256-4500
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Page

s
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tell me that he told you he wasn't going to bring them or
that you knew it and chose not to alert us, then that's
something else that can be dealt with. But I don't think
that's the case. You don't seem to roll that way, if I can
use a common vernacular.

MR. PELLINGTON: Well, again, I'm not going to

—i

comment as to whatever my feelings may be. And certainly
am, under thé ethical rules, not going to disclose anything
that I may or may not have discussed. Don't take that for
anything more than that's just the rules of ethics in this
state.

I will make one clarification as to the initial
subpoena that you served and for the time that we were here
for a deposition. Going back through the transcript, I did
note objections when it came to document production and
since we're talking about it on the record, I'11 get it on

the record to protect the record that the initial subpoena,

I believe the vernacular that was used was something to the

Fh

effect of, all documents you're going to rely upon, give or
take.

Aside from being vague and without some sort of
topic list served with a subpoena, it would be impossible to
know as to what documents you would rely upon because it

would be impossible to know what questions you would ask

during the deposition.

GARBER REPORTING SERVICE
803-256-4500
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So I think

with respe

it's vague or it's over-broad,

comply with. And that

aside,

0
ot

thoug

to the subpoena;

h,

think

of the deposition transcript and I believe that I noted

objections when it came time to produce documents.

agree to disagree on that. Buw

C

record, I want to give you some

MR. TRUSLOW:
didn't alert us that Mr.

documents today or limited to these three

and limited documents?

MR. PELLINGTON:

speaks for itself.

MR. TRUSLOW:

objection to the subpoena or

We were very spe
wanted.

writing. We did.

;..J -
lu

supplement what was in

still hadn't been produced.

will have to agree to di

Court.
BY MR. TRUSLCW:

. Let's go on

el
]
iy
o
£

Pt

rase, last time you

Do you agree with

Okay

sagree

Tt som

-

since you put

sort of response.

And you'

Combis was goling

First

the subpoena and,

11 agree, of course

that?

of all,

Our correspondence

there's

regardless,

to bring no

between

cific during the deposition of what we

We gave 1t to you and that would

So I think you're right.

whether it was over-broad.

it

it on the

I think it’s impossible to

I've gone through most

We can

you

relatively useless

us

no

We

and bring that up with the

hing else.

-
As

I

But

We understood you clearly to ask for it and to put
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GEORGE C. COMBIS

Page Z1

1 time to gathexr these documents that we wanted. Do you

2 recall saying that®?

3 A. Yes, sir.

4 . And you also said that, as I recall, that you

5 would get those and give them to vour attorney?

6 A. No, sir. I said I would ask Todd Plowler and

7 see 1f we could get those. And then after our thought, we

8 didn't think that it was any of your business to have then.

9 o, S0 did Yodd Plowler tell vou not to comply with
10 the subpoena or the representations of your attorney that
i1 yvou would produce?
12 MR. PELLINGTON: Objection.

:13 BY MR. TRUSLOW:

14 A, I object.

15 Q. I'm sozrry?

16 A, I said, objection.

17 MR, PELLINGTON: I also said objection.
18 BY MR. TRUSLOW:

19 . Ses, wa've bsen over is before.

20 \ . I know Why do you keep asking me then?
21 Q. No. You keep saying that you're going to

)

but you don't get to obiect. Isg Todd Plowler the

23 ona that told you not to comply?
24 A. No. I ultimately decided not to.
25 Q. Did Todd Plowler tell you not to comply?
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A, No comment.

Q. What do vou mean, no comment

A. No commernit. I don't know exactly what he told
ne.

a. Did he tell you or didn't he tell you? It calls
for a yves or no --

A, I'm just telling vyou no.

. Pardon me?

A, I don't know.

Q. What do you mean you don't know? If you ware

talking to him, how could vou not ~-

A. I can't recall.

Q. You just don't recall?

Al Right. That's what I said.

0. Did Todd Plowler ever tell you that vou didn't

nave to produce these deocuments?

A I don't recall that.

Q. Did Todd Plowler provide you with documents?

A I don't recall exactly

Q. Okay. Did yvou go over documents with Todd
Plower?

A. Some.

o. Which ones did vou go over with him?

A. The one about the $50,000 that I gave you that

showed how 1t was used.
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I told you, I decided on my own that it wasn't any of your

business.

a. When did vou decide that?

A, I don't know.

O. Can vou give me a waek?

A, No.

a. Can you give me a month?

A. No. I guess in the month of Septenmber,

a. When you made that decision vou didn't alext
anybody -~

A. Nope.

a. -~ dis that correct?

A. That is true.

o, 8¢ you just kept it to yourself?

A. You got it.

g. ALL right. I might as well deal with this now.

hess an

fea

The documents you've produced, we're going to make
exhibit.

MR. TRUSLOW: I guess it will be a collective
exhibit. Is that the way you want to do it? What would be
your preference?

MR. PELLINGTON: As a bulk exhibit?

MR. TRUSLOW: It was provided to me with a paper

clip on it. 1It's colored photographs --

MR. PELLINGTON: Yeah. But the paper clip is my
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Page 2

3

deing. You can do whatever you want. If you want to make
them individual exhibits, have at it.

MR. TRUSLOW: All right.

e

MR, LINGTON: That was Jjust organizational.

MR. TRUSLOW: Okay.

(Exhibit No. 11, Photograph, was marked for

identification.)

MR. TRUSLOW: Then I711 call the first one that
has Exhibit 11 on it that is produced, it has a Rolex watch,
as I've indicated. At the bott it says Dwight D.
Eisenhower, 1890. It looks like a coin, a few other coins.

BY MR. TRUSLOW:

o What is this?
A. (Views photograph).
) What is the purpose of that document, number 1179
A, You asked for a picture of the watch and I
was —~— 1t was packed in a box.

.

A, Right before I boxed it -- sealed it. I don't

know exactly when. Sometime in September.

0. September of 20177
A. Yes. Either August or September, I'm not sure.
. Ckay. So in August or September of 2017 vyou

boxed up the Rolex watch and the silver coins, and before

delivering them to Mr. Redding to be delivered to
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Msz. Ballarxd, vou took a photograph?

A Yes.

Q. Did you take any other photographs?

A, Yes.,

Q. Are those in the other two pages that I have
nare?

A, No. That -~ well, you can look at it. That's
the watch -- I wrapped it up after I thought it would be

3

rolling around with the coins, and so I wrapped it up and

put it in there. This is only unopened mail that my father

had that he gave me. This was what was in the safe. And if

-

vou'll look at it and the box, it was unopened from the Mayo
Clinic. And just below it is a picture of his brother's
friend, Lash Larue, and this shows you the watch wrapped up.
MR. TRUSLOW: All right. This will be Exhibit
12 that he's referring to.
(Exhibit No. 12, Photograph, was marked for

identification.)

BY MR. TRUSLOW:

locking at Exhibit 12 that 1t was a watch, b
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as reflected in Bxhibit 11 or did vou put it in --

A. I put it in there.

3. 8o 12 would have come after 117

A. Yes.

g. Okay. BAnd I ses some coins in the back and

something that looks like Noxth Brevard, Charlotte, on a

card?

A. That's a copy -~ or one of my father's business
cards that was in there. There was quite a few of those, I
think.

O. ALL right. And what is behind -~ I don't

understand what the significance of the Maye Clinic letter

A. This is the information that he gave Diane and
told her to put it up. And we didn't tamper with it and if
yvou'll check the post date on this letter, it's never been
opened, but it was I think either '08 or '09, something like

that.

A

o

. &1Ll zight. I'm looking for the post date and

3. Well, where is --
A. If it's still around.
Q. I don't see the package.
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A. You have the package.

Q. I don’'t have the package. But what package are
you referring tov

A. The box that this was in.

o. Oh. That was delivered to Ms. Ballard?

A, I don't know. It was delivered to Dave Redding
and then from there I don't know what happened to it.

0. Well, was the Mayo Clinic Health Letter, was
that what you said was unopened?

A Right.

Q. And there was an envelope that was with it?

A. It was wrapped in a plastic bag sent to my dad

and my dad had not opened it but he wanted to keep it to

read in the future, and he didn't evidently.

W

So this was all delivered to Mr. Redding's

A, Yes.

o. Or to Mz, Pellington's office?

A. Yes.

g, and do vou know where it is now?

A, I have no clue. I want it back.

o. Okay. Just as an aside, a pictuze of Lash Larue
iz pretty amszing.

A, Ch.

Q. Wle were talking about him last night.
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#What is it that upsets vou so much?

My father told me that we could take the $50,000

and use it however and that's what we did, and we paid

company bill

Hhen Ms. Ballazd's forensic accountant asked for

all of the accounting from the trust, why wasn't that

A.

It was overlooked.

MR. PELLINGTON: Objection.

BY MR. TRUSLOW:

a.

Go ahsad.

It was overloocked.
Okay. Who overlocked
Diane, my wife.

Ckay. Did she ever say why she didn't have a

racond of it or had overlocked it®

AL

just couldn’

wut it into

9**\)

5

document, Bx

the first tim

2

'i’“”‘f‘

with ths

She knew that it was there somewhere, but she

t find it in all the stacks of paper.
Okay. I'm going to make a statement and tzv to

chibit 13, it appears that it was generated for

%
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I have no clue.

4

can look at it and you ought to be able to

You

g‘:?
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BY MR. TRUSLOW:

. Iz that correct?

A, I don't -~ I assume it was.

G. Ckay. Bo it wasn't Mr. Plowler that had this
documant ~~

AL No.

2. -~ it would have been your emploves?

A. No.

o, So when it wasn't produced before, it wasn't
because of Mr. Plowler?

AL No. It was an error.

o Okay. Would vou agree with me that that error

would not be helpful to your contention that the $50,000
approzimately had been misappropriated? Do vou agree with
tha? When I loock at Exhibit 13 --

MR. PELLINGTON: Objection.
BY MR, TRUSLOW:

wo
B 4
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3
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3
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&

vours and yvour wife's corporations.

BY MR. TRUSLOW:

O Go ahead

A Yes

a. Ckav.

A. At my father's instructions, by the way.

GARBER REPORTING SERVICE

803-256~4500
ROA 1074

90€0062dI¥T0Z#ASVO - SYA1d NONINOD - 431SVONVT - NV ¢S:0T G¢ unt 6T0¢ - 3114 ATTVIOINOYLO3 13




GEORGE C. COMBIS

Page 43

O. Mow, did he tell you to do that or did he tell

- o

your wife? Who did he tell specifically?

A, He told Diane specifically.

a. To put it into youxr account or into vour
corporation account?

A. The company account.

Which is owned a hundred percent by you,

=

0.
wccording to what I undexrstand.
A. At that time, I believe it was.
o. Ckay. BAnd just to clean up a detail, vou
understand that, relating to wateh, coins and that sort of

thing, that there's a zule to show cause hearing? Do you

s
ﬁ” B"

tnow that there's a rule to show cause hearing that's to be

2

scheduled -- I want to say it's in November -~ in South

2]

Carcliina?
Al Vaguely.
a. Okay. Tell me what you understand.
A, Other than something's coming up in South

Carclina, you're going to have to explain further,
Q. Ckay. Did you get any documents regarding that
hearing that's coming up?

Al I don't recall.

g. You don't recall whether vou've been served with

A Maybe that's what I was served with this
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A, There vyou go.

. ALl right. &nd I guess you've shown it to your
attorney?

A, Yes.

g. Okay. When we last did your deposition, when we

started vo

ur deposition, Mzr.

stop so you could

Combis, and we were goling to

have time to gather records because vou

said it would take some time do you agres with that?

A, Yes.

0. And when did yvou start looking for the
documeants?

A, The following Monday after we met.

. And when did you decide that you were not going

produced today?
MR, PELLINGTON: Objection.
BY MR. TRUSLOW:
Q. When did you make that decision?
A. I don't know exactly when.
0. Was it in Septembexr?
A. No.
. Was it in Octobsr?
A. Yes. Mostly likely
Q. Why is it that the only document you've produced

and nothing else? I think you
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said it was your choice and vou thought we didn't need it?

A, I didn't say you didn't need it. I said it

Q. Okay. And you made that decision on youyr own?
A. Yes, sir.
o, Since the time of vour last deposition have veu

taken any trips? Have you gone anvwhere, vacations? I'm

ing to find out if you've depleting assets that may be

i
M
e

W
<
i
fole
o
Y
£y
fomt
®

to pay Ms, Ballaxd.
MR. PELLINGTON: Objection.

BY MR. TRUSLOW:

A. I'm dolng the bkest I can.

0. 8ir? I couldn't hear you.

Al I didn’t say anything. I went to Pineville to a
jobsite. And short of that, I haven't been out of town

exceplt to here.

0. Okay. When did you go to the Pineville fobsite?
A, Two weeks ago.

o. And how long did you spend there?

A. Thirty minutes.

o. Pineville is how faxr from Charlotte?

A. 25 miles.

. So it's about 25 miles from here as well?

A, 15, maybe.

&, Okay. Have vou ever had the use of an airplane?

GARBER REPORTING SERVICE
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yvou do? If you don't use credit cards, do vou use checks,

cash, what do vou do?

A Whatever it is at the time.
Q. Ckay. For yvour son, does he use a company
credit card or does he have a personal credit carxd and get

e}

reimbursed by the corporation

A, I don't know. You need to ask him.

0. Okay. WHow, has yvour son sold anv items of

=1

-~ I'm not talking about in the

[yl

significance within the las
business, but any personal assets -- has he sold anything in
the last year? We'wve talked about a house. You said that
he traded in the Raptor and had gotten an F-150.

A. He didn't trade it in. He gave it back and he's

Just driving one of our trucks that we had.

a. Okay. So he hadn't gotten a replacement
vehicle?

A. I don't think he is. Well, not vet anyway.

Q. Has he sold any watches?

A Not to my knowledge.

Q. Okay. Has he had Rolex watches?

A I do not know.

Q. How often do you see vour son?

A. I hadn’t seen him in two weeks now.

o. Does he wear s watch?

Sometimes.

=
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o, What kind of watch?
A. I don't know.
&, You've never notliced?
A. I don't pay any attention.
0. Do you know whether he's had Rolex watches?
A. He formerly doesn't like Rolex watches
Q. Hag he ever bought and sold Rolex watches?
A. I do not know.
Q. Well, vou've already told me vou had. You've

had, if I recall, some 58 or more?

A. 40 oxr 50.

a. And how many do you own now?

A. Three ~-- no. Two.

a. Two?

A, Uh~huh.

Q. What have vyou done with the rest of them?

A, Gave them away.

o, Whe did you give them to?

Al Different clients.

Q. Ckay. Do yvou have somebody in the Charlotte

]
)

h for Rolexs® I think T asked

¥

area that vou do business wi

Lt

vou that before -~
A. You did.

a. == but I wanted to make sure. There's nobody in

=

the area that vou do business with?
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A, No.
0. And haven't done business with in the last, say,
10 or 15 wears; is that correct?
A, Correct.
Q. I was confused during the last deposition where

we recessed for watches, you said that you gave your son,

"
9
&
N
5

h father's watch in approximately 2011 -~ I think
2011/2012, in that period, because that's what your father
had wanted; is that corrzecht?

A, That's what I wanted and my father agreed with

me that I should do that.

O
it
gm.ﬂ

and that was the watch your father had bought;

is that correct?

AL No.

Q. Ckay. Which watch was that?

A, A watch that I had purchased.

o And had you given it to your father and then vou

purchased another one as well?

A, Yeah. Did you read the deposition? It was all
in there.
Q. And I'm still confused and that's why I'm

asking, tryving te get my mind around the -~
A. Just refer back to the deposition. Whatever I
said back then holds true today.

0. Well, this is the way I recall it, is that vou

=
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had given your father a watch because he wanted to impress
people. Then he bought an even nicer one, had it engraved.
Then at some point in time, you had possession of that watch
and you gave it to your son, Chris, in approximately 2011
and you had your father's other watch back. Were there two
watches or ~- and then there's the one that was delivered to
us which makes three.

A. No. The one that was delivered to you was my
father's everyday Rolex watch.

Q. And is that the one that vou gave to him or was

that the one he purchased?

A. " The one he purchased.
Q. And the reason he purchased it was because he
liked yours and wanted to have one that was —-- it was nicer,

wasn't Lt?

A. The reason he purchased his was that it was
cheaper.
Q. And could you describe it? What color face did

it have?
MR. PELLINGTON: Objection.

BY MR. TRUSLOW:

Al Which watch?

0. The one that vou said he purchased that was
cheaper.

A. It was a gold Rolex with a black face, day/date.
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0. And is that the one Ms. Ballard got?
A. I don't know who got it.
G. Did you deliver the one with a black face to -~
A. Yeah.
G. The one with the black face was what was turned

over to Mz, Ballard?

i

A, The black face 1s the one that I gave
Mr. Redding and then whatever he did with it is beyond me.

a. Ckay. And is that the one that, when we asked

A
0. So there were two watches and not three; is that
your testimony?
A. That involved my father, ves.
Q. Okay. What does your wife Dians own?
MR. PELLINGTON: Objection.

BY MR. TRUSLOW:

A What does she own?

. Yas.

A, In regards to specifics?

0. Investments, more than $10,000 in bank accounts,

real estate businesses -
MR. PELLINGTON: Cbhijection.

BY MR. TRUSLOW:
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and that vou had it on other occcasions.

do you

LR & B

=

IS
1
s

A.

Q.

I noticed vou weren't wearing vour watch today

still have it?

I gave it away.

You gave your watch away?
Uh-huh.

Who did you give your watch to?
My grandson.

When did yvou do that?

One day last -- a couple of weeks ago.

&
o

Okay. So that asset isn't there to satisfy

Ms. Ballard's claim anvmore?

MR. PELLINGTON: Objection.

BY MR. TRUSLOW:

A A o T

K

¥
[

oor W

ey

Is that correct?
Not there.

Okay. You gave it to Jackson?

That watch, did you have your personal property

Have you sgold it oz
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insured?
Al
a.

insured?

A.

)

No.

one of yvour personal property in vour home is

g

Some of my furniture.
Okay. And no jewelry?

No.

You have no rider for jewelry and t

that, if I understand what you're saying?

w0

A.

don't know.

w0

{Shakes head).

Iz that correct?

5

I don't think we do.

Who do you have your insurance with on youx

I don't know.

Who would know that?
My wife.

Anybody else?

Ms. Winecoff.

Who do you have your iasurance with -- or vou
Okay. The watch that your son had, when did he
to you, the Rolex?

Which watch are you speaking of?
The Rolex watch.

Which Rolex?
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a. I didn't know that vour son had more than one
Rolex watch., Your son, Chris.

A, My son -- I'm thinking of my grandson. When did
he give it back to me?

Yes.
A, I'm not sure. A year ago, maybe.
o. And how long did you keep it before vou gave it

to Mr. Redding?
A. A vear.
| MR. PELLINGTON: I just want to make sure we're

talking about the right Rolex here.

MR. TRUSLOW: All right. I can go back and I'11
make it clearer for you if I didn't. Mr. Combis had a
point, that we've gone over a lot of this in some detail
before, but you're making my point as well is there's a
little confusion.

MR. PELLINGTON: And the confusion was with the
line of questioning that just started.

MR. TRUSLOW: I understand. Mr. Combis had

=

indicated for the approximately 2011 period of time he had
possession of his father's watch that was engraved. He gave
it to his son, Chris. And then I asked him, when did Chris
gave that watch back to you? And he said, I'm paraphrasing,

about a year ago. And then how long did he have it before

he gave it to Mr. Redding? And he said, about a vear, which
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I'm okay with.

BY MR. TRUSLOW:

)3

. Does that paraphrase what we've talked about ~--

§

Fair enough.
o, Okay.

MR. PELLINGTON: Just to make sure, my confusion
wasn't with respect to the timeline. I was just making sure
we were just clearing up which Rolex watch we were
discussing. Are you talking about the one with the
engraving on the inside?

MR. TRUSLOW: That was the watch.

MR. PELLINGTON: Yeah.

MR. TRUSLOW: That's what he said and that's
what we've talked ébout and he said I was correct.

MR. PELLINGTON: Okay.

MR. TRUSLOW: But, thank you, and you made my
point.

BY MR. TRUSLOW:

a. Even your lawyver was a little confused about
that.

MR. PELLINGTON: Well, no disrespect,; Counselor,
but it was with your questions. But let's carry on.
BY MR. TRUSLOW:

a. When your son brought that watch back to you

about a year before you gave it to Mr. Redding, where did

GARBER REPORTING SERVICE
803-256-4500
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GEORGE C. COMBIS
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Page 85
yvou keep it?
Al In a safe.
0. HWhich =zafe?
A, I don't know.
Q. Why don't vou know?
A. I don't know exactly which safe. I have two

small ones and I think it was in one of the small ones.

0. You mentioned you had a, I call it a wall safe.
A. Uh~huh.

Q. Do you have the combination te that one?

A. Yeah. It's written on the safe.

Ko

Okay. And the other safe was not a wall safe.
You said that was the one your wife had the combination to

and she was the only one.

A, Right.
Q. Wias the watch put in there or was the watch put

in your safe?

A. I think we determined it was put in my wall
safe

Q. How did you determine that?

A, Because it wasn't in her safe.

. 3o when you got the watch from your son you put

it in your wall safe?
A. I believe that's correct.

g, When you got it did vou take a picture of it ox

GARBER REPORTING SERVICE
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GEORGE C. COMBIS

Page 86

did you wait to take a picture of it when vou turned it over

10
11
12
13
14

15

A, took a picture when I.gave it to you.

-

. ~= Mr. Redding?
A Mr. Redding.
Q. Okay. I'm just looking at some notes that I

have here and to clean up, because you're going toc be -~ I

hope you'll be pleased to kuow that we're geoing to be ready

to recess within the next hour and be done for the day.
A. Oh. I told you, I'm here -- I even brought a

pillow in the truck.

0. You could what?

-4

A, I brought & pillow in the truck.

Wy

Oh, ckay. But you didn't bring the documents

that we wanted?

A, Oh, well, I opted for the pillow.

a. You brought a pillow instead?

A, Yeah.

Q. All xight. Do you have any objection to usg ~--

I'm trying to get to this a different way. I think you
objected and felt that it was none of our business to get

the documents that we had talked about last time and you

made this decision within the last couple of days, I guess.

Do you have any objection to us getting those

B

documents from Todd Plowlar or Charlens ~- is it Winecoff?

[
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16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

25

GEORGE C. COMBIS

Page 119
a. Did he tell you it was not in vour best interest
for you to produce these documents?
A. No. He didn't say anything like that.
Q. Who told you it was in your best interest not to

do that or was it just your decision it was not in your best
interest to produce ~-
A. My decision, along with Mr. Plowler's, some of

his statements.

Q. What did he say?

A. I can't tell you.

3. HWell, you say ~-

A. That's CPA/client privilege, how's that?

o. There is no such thing, Mr. Combis.

A. There is with me when I tell him I won't tell.
Q. S0 you're telling us that your CPA told you

1

things but yvou're not going to tell us what it was?

=

Yes. Yes,
. Ckay.
MR. TRUSLOW: Counsel, we're entitled to this.
Are you telling him not to answer?
MR. PELLINGTON: I'm not instructing him not to
answer.
BY MR. TRUSLOW:
Q. Go ahead. What did he say?

A. He just told me that I wouldn’t do it. So T

GARBER REPORTING SERVICE
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BALLARD/COMBIS timeline regarding RULE TO SHOW CAUSE

DATE
March 2003

EFFORTS TO GATHER INFORMATION

(Will/Prabate and Pour Over Trust)

[EVENT

COMMENT

Trust Agreement upon death -
- Rolex wateh to Chris and
coins, cash, and guns
(contents of safe) to Diane.

See Article VII

April 2008

jnd
Trust Amendment

Deletes specific bequests of
watch to Chris and coins,
cash and guns (contents ol
sule) to Diane among other
bequests that were
specifically deleted,

February 9, 2009

Pop Dics

201272013

Trust beneficiaries Mary and
Linda Combis seek Lstate
and information regarding
Trust assets, George and
Diane refuse to provide any
information. Lawsuit and
discovery. George and Daine
do not answer, Motion to
compel ensues. George and
Diane remove to North
 Carolina I'ederal Court and
then sanctioned.

Items ol personalty discussed |
with George and Diane. No
mention that items had been
gifted.

Spring/Summer/Fall 2013

Ballard appointed PR and
Successor Trustee, Ballard
interviews George and Diane.
Ballard is able to conlirm
Gold Rolex watch.

2013

Linda and Mary met with
Ballard 10 describe
personalty. efc.

October 11, 2013

Email 10 Combis” attorney
Bridgmon regarding Rolex,
guns and Carson City Silver
dollars

Oectober 17, 20013

Email regarding pistols, make
‘and model by Ballard

October 17, 2013

Email regarding pistols, make
and model by Mara (Ballard s
forensic accountant).

October | 7.2013

- Attorney Brnidgmon says
walch was given to Chris,
| Says Georpge has the pistols.

ROA 1090
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BALLARD/COMBIS timeline regarding RULE TO SHOW CAUSE

EFFORTS TO GATHER INFORMATION

(Will/Probate and Pour Over Trust)

Diane has silver as a “gill”,
(but items won't interfere
with ease resolution),

October 18, 2013

PR Ballard files inventory

November 4, 2013

Bridgmon agrees o give
meney in trust account held
by former trustee Diane o
Ballard but does not do so.

Does not doso,

November 6, 2013

Ballard writes to Diane’s
attorney Bridgmon regarding
money in the trust account,

November 6, 2013

Bridgmon says he will net
turn over the money in the
trust account per client’s
Lnstruction.

Emailed after Nuovember 7
cmai] [rom Ballard.

Movember 7, 2013

Ballard wams of conflict —
simultaneous representation
of George, Diane and
companies.

November 12, 2013

Email from Bridgmon. Wil
not authorize release of other
trust funds (Springsteed ).
Does not turn over
documents; Claims Ballard is
“hiased”. Confirms, all these
1s5ues were addressed before,
during and alier mediation.

('ontinues o be non-
cooperative,

November 13, 2013

IONT s respoense to Bridgmon
email - Ballard necds
documentation regarding
assels in question.

Navember 15, 2013

Ballard email to Bridgmon
regarding monev due and
make. model, serial number
on guns, ete.

November 15, 2013

Bridemon emails back - sayy
guns are in the safe and can
hand deliver check from trust
account next week. Will not
identify guns; does not
deliver money in trust
account.

Remains non-cooperative.

‘November 23, 2013

DNT requests information
regarding trust expense of
859,000, Bridgmon does not
produce. |
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BALLARD/COMBIS timeline regarding RULE TO SHOW CAUSE

During this time period

EFFORTS TO GATHER INFORMATION
(Will/Probate and Pour Over Trust)

Numerous telephone
conversations secking
personal property, assets, ete.

Non-cooperative,

December 1. 2013

December 12, 2013

DNT email to Bridgmon
regarding guns, ete, and
tollow up and relephone
conferences.

Bridgmon non asserts in an
email that two ol Pop’s
pistols were “gifted” to Diane
by Pop. Will not identily or
produce them. Says they will
maintain them,

MNen-cooperative.

*+ December 12, 2013

January 4, 2014

Lmail from DNT 1o
Bridgmon. Notes still no
photos. no serial numbers on
guns and asks [or details of
gifting, timeline {to find il
Pop bought).

Bridgmon refuses andior fails
o comply.

DT email; asks for
Quitelaim deed. ete. “duck
and goose salari"”,

Non-cooperative.

January 6, 2014

Ballard email to Bridgmon
regarding signing does for her
to perform Trustee function,

title, Lochbridge. Horseshoe

Defendants will not cooperate |
with Ballard,

Jamuary 7. 2014

Bridgmon emails “anv offers”

to provide items and
information are withdrawn,

Confirms Defendants are
non-cooperative.

January 8, 2014

January 15, 2014

[ January 15, 2014/various
dates

January 23, 2014

Ballard emails requesting
bills of trust (not forwarded)
and trust documents (since
10/25/2013 —a grocery bag of
“stufT"): and trust aceount
money,

Emails from George ~ “stop
wasting my money on your
stupid need to know™
regarding Ballard's inquiry
aboul Rolex, ete.

George claims that Pop = did
give the Rolex watch. .. ™
Does not say who pot it,

Courts ordered no conlact.
George ignores.

George Is wriling insulting
letters 1o DNT's wife and son
und to Ballard, Won't
cooperate.

Ballard email requesting

Trust check.

Non-cooperative,
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BALLARD/COMBIS timeline regarding RULE TO SHOW CAUSE

January 25, 2014

Ballard email requesting teust
account check.

EFFORTS TO GATHER INFORMATION
(will/Probate and Pour Over Trust)

Non-cooperative.

February 26, 2014

March 21. 20104

DNT email requesting trust
money wrongfully held (trust

Non-cooperative,

Bridgmon email — refuses to
release trust check to Ballard
(Trustee).

Contirms Diane as former
T'rustee refuses o cooperate.

i Sq:.ptt:n.ubr:r 18, 2015

2016/2017

Deposition ol Diane Combis

Conlirms she took 5412000
on August 2. 2007 to pay off
Diane and George’s personal
debts and was supposed o

turm over an accounting. (1T
30-80)

Federal trial complete.
Ballard i% o conelude Trust
and Estale.

Diane breach of fiduciary
duties per Order.

July/ Fi.llngﬁl 2017

Items of personalty are to be
turned over to Ballard per
Court Order.

August 2, 2017

Defendants still will not
cooperate,

Pellinglon email asking for
more time than Court allowed
— claiming items are not well
delined but will do so; again
seeks Lo not produce items to
Diane’s attomey.

August §8,2017

Ballard email in response Lo
[ane's attormey's August 2,
2017 emial. ltems must be
produced.

August 8. 2017

Pellington email wants to
delay delivery. He has
various excuses, personal
issucs regarding delivery and
warnts 1o just photo and not
comply with Court’s Order
regarding physical delivery,

August 8, 2017

DNT emuail to simply have
courier service deliver. Note:
DNT again asks for
description, photos, timeline,
¢te,. Pellington does not do
S0

August 9, 2017

Note: Pellington is the
attorney for George, Diang
and Chris. Conflict remains.

RTSC issued Hiﬁr November

13,2007 at 9:50 aom.)

I'ake Rolex enly, one gun
and some coins. Contempt
issue.
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BALLARD/COMBIS timeline regarding RULE TO SHOW CAUSE
EFFORTS TO GATHER INFORMATION

(Will/Probate and Pour Over Trust)

August 12, 2017

Pellington savs he has items
inolfice to be delivered next
week:

' Aupust 14, 2017

Pellington transmittal letter of
coins, firearm and Rolex.

August 18,2017

Lmail from Pellinglon says
Defendants complied with
what was requested and
ordered.

August 24, 2017

DNT asserts lake watch and |
gun were produced.
Defendants will not explain:
accepl service? (No)

August 28, 2017

Ballard seeks to depose
Ueorge regarding location ol
assets,

Georpe ohjects.

Augusl 30,2017

DNT email regarding fake
Rolex, cheap gun and
pennies; documents long
higtory of years of
miseonduct: asks when
Pellington learned wateh was
a fake Rolex (he does not
answer) asks for explanation,
sales, repair, ete, and ignored.

Again, non-cooperative
contempt issue.

August 30, 2017

Rule to Show Cause issued
(relative to August 9, 2017
Order)

*# August 30, 2017

DNT emails to Pellington
requesting details and Ballard
emails requesting details.

August 30,2017

Pellington email: says he is
“interested in lacilitating
resolution”. See DNT 8-24-
2017 email for example and
the RTSC. Avoided taking
depositions for 6 months in
the federal case.

No attempt 1o resolve.

September 7. 2017

Nosal emails to Pellinglon
also requesting details and is
ignored. Pellington
dissembles —saying he
doesn't have the file (his law
partner Redding has it).

ROA 1094




BALLARD/COMBIS timeline regarding RULE TO SHOW CAUSE

EFFORTS TO GATHER INFORMATION
(Will/Probate and Pour Over Trust)

September 8, 2017

Defendants trying 1o avoid
depositions (Court denies
relief sought by Pellington).

Seplember 8, 2017

Pellington letter —won't
appear for depositions of
Diane and Chrs

September 8, 2017

Request to admit Rolex is
[uke 10 avoid cost of jeweler.
Pellington will not apree,

No show lor depositions of
Diane and George.

Septenber 11,2017

Defendants” Motion for
Protection Order to not lake
deposition is denied,

September 13, 2017

Deposition of George Combis

Did not bring subpoenaed
documents (1. 8). Refused to
disclose what is in the safe
(Tr. 20 and 22). Pop’s Rolex
was in the safe (Tr 23).
Collection of watches. Ile
has 40 or 50. Gave father a
Rolex (Tr. 25). Since 2003,
Father bought another watch,
“Gave back™ Rolex to George
in 2008 (T 26). Pop refused to
give Rolex watch to Chris,
*¢5avs he (George) gave
Rolex to little Chris in
2000/2011 (Tr 27 and 28)
#*Pop kept the other Rolex
(Tr27). **Rolex still in
George and Diane’s
possession (Tr 27). **5ays
he is wearing that Pop's
Rolex (1, 28), **George
says Pop gave him back the
second Rolex to sell or give
al death and George is
wearing it in 2008/2009 and
hie is wearing it (1t 74).
##1he Rolex he (Pop) wore
(hought atter 2005) was
Pop's “work wateh™ (Tr. 74)
Pop’s Rolex was given by
George to Chris in 2010/2011
and then to his wife Lauren.
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BALLARD/COMBIS timeline regarding RULE TO SHOW CAUSE
EFFORTS TO GATHER INFORMATION

)

(Will/Probate and Paur Over Trust
|

| ¥ Then Georee got it back
(Tr, 73) (to produce Lo
Ballard), **The third Rolex
watch was bought by Pop.
Creorge says he got Pop’s
gold Rolex wateh back from
Chris (Lauren’s) and had
delivered to Ms, Ballard ('I'r.
77). Savs he photographed
the watch that was sent (o Ms.
Ballard (1r. 803, Does not
know where Pop’s engraved
watch is (Tr, 130). History of
Rolexes 2010/2011. Says he
does not know where
(Lauren's) walch is now (Tr.
131), **Only Diane had
access to safe (I 14). Guns
and watch in her safe (Tr.
141} ltems in her sale 6 or 7
vears (1. 165). From 2013
to 2017 they did not deliver
gun and coin and watch (Tr,
230 and 231).

| October 11,2017

Deposition of George.
Resumption of deposition.
Again did not bring
documents subpoenaed (Tr
14-22). (Ir25) Says he
decided it “wasn’'t any of our
business”. Diane overlooked
accounting (Tr. 36). (Tr. 6(0))
transfers out assets after
North Carolina Order
prohibiting transfer. (Tr, 81)
Pop’s Rolex watch. **He
gave it (Rolex) to grandson a
few weeks apo. **1r 83-86
he gave the watch 1o his
attorney approximately a year
ago. He had to it for a vear
prior. (Tr. 115-116).

September 13 for George to
bring documents that were
subpoenaed.

Movember 13, 2017

Attendance at Court — had to
be changed 1o November 14,
2017,

Deposition was resumed from
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BALLARD/COMBIS timeline regarding RULE TO SHOW CAUSE

EFFORTS TO GATHER INFORMATION

(Will/Probate and Pour Over Trust

November 13, 2017

)

Email offer [rom Pellington:
Release Chris and Ballard can
keep the (fake) Rolex. Note:
le did not disclose existence
of another gold Rolex. 1le
produced another one (gold)
the next dav.

T'his was not sent uniil late in |
the day. Truslow saw it
MNovember 14, 2017,

November 14, 2017

RTSC hearing

Movember 14, 2017

Teslimony at R1SC by Chris.

Movember 14 20017

Pop had 2 Rolexes (Tr. 22),
Gieorge did not give him
cither watch (Tr. 24). Says
Pop gave him both watches
(Tr. 126) in 2000. **Says he
oot 2 watches and gave one 10
Pellington and kept the other
(Tr. 32). He turned over only
1 watch at first (Tr. 41). Pop
did & trust for Chris to get
wittch (but after Chris says he
had it) and then amended the
trust Lo lake it out and it was
appurently for the fake (Tr.
59) 77 Got watches in vear
2000 (T'r. 64). Agrees he
altered watch (Tr. 63). Did
not give watch to wife, (4"
Rolex watch ? and fake)

RTSC hearing

Pellington claims 1 watch and
there are 2 (Tr. 71). Always
2 watches (Tr. 77). Looks like
4 Rolexes, in fact.

November 14, 2017

Testimony at RTSC by Dianc

{Tr. 86 silver (7) items in
Gieorge's possession,

(Tr. 90) Guns in her
possession.

(Tr. 107) Combis men loved
wiltches.

(Tr. 111) Pop had more than
| walch

(Tr. 113) She claims in Wills,
she gets all in safe. (but see
2" Amendment)

{Tr, 120} See trust
documents! She says Rolex
was a gift from she and
George 1o Chris. Not from
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BALLARD/COMBIS timeline regarding RULE TO SHOW CAUSE

EFFORTS TO GATHER INFORMATION
{Will/Probate and Pour Over Trust)

Pop, Says Carter’s watch
was @ fake (we disagree).
Carter’s mother denies he has
il

November 17, 2017

2003-2008

Testimony at RTSC by
Lauren

(Tr. 131) She and Chris pgiven
Pop’s Rolex by George in
2011, Gave it back 1o Chris
in August 2016 (1. 133). To
be delivered o Ballard at
mediation.

Trust in 2003 Diane gets
items in her safe. Chris gets
watch (1™ amendment in
2006). Chris gets watch if he
survives, Safe content still
goes o Diane.

w420 ymendment in 2008
took out money for Chris,
Julie. Diane. Linda, Mary,
George and Helen and
watches, ete. deleted from
trust- and Dianc knew they
had heen taken oul,

2015/16

November 17, 2017

Movember 17, 2017

|

MNovember 17, 20017

Deposition of Diane. She
admits to breach of fiduciary
duty $412.000.

Redding agreed to give
Diane™s trust documents and
didn’t.

| RISC hearing

RISC Hearing Testimony —

Pellington brings in (another)
pistol (Ir. 4). Jeweler
confirms “Rolex” is a lake
(Tr. 15) Linda Coms
confirms Pop and her mother
had gold Rolex watch almost
identical {'Ir. 29} to his (Tr.
29y, Watch delivered to
Ballard was not her father's.
Diane said she had Pop’s
Rolex (Ir. 33). Watch
delivered o Ballard was not
Pop's (Tr. 45).

Court inquires if' .25 caliber

pistol is part of estate.
Combis’ attorney suys it 15
“undecided™: that it was
gifted a long time ago™,

Giold watch was appraised.
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BALLARD/COMBIS timeline regarding RULE TO SHOW CAUSE

EFFORTS TO GATHER INFORMATION

(Will/Probate and Pour Over Trust

)

January 8, 2019

4 Cireuit Decision

April 15, 2019

Favorable to Ballard.

Stay of November 17, 2017
liftec

ROA 1099




From; Heza Ballard

Tos “cillgwiicarall. e com®

Ca: e Balinld; Tueni Staiin]
Subject; Combis, Chis (Estate ofy

Dt Frgay, Qoeober 11, 3013 210896 PM

Checking on the whareabauts (or what happenad wa) Pop's Holex watch, rifles, and Carson ity siluer
aallars,
dh
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From: D Saliar]

Ti: Chare= Bridigeoon ™, [Mard Ballasyd

Cei Termie Stafforg

Subject: U1 Combis: C0 rfapmation

Dato: Thuseaay, October LF, 2003 12037-38 i

Charlie, | need to st tnepatolsan the nventory. Plegss provide infarmatian abuut mdks. miade
Bt

Desa Gaillare

Ballard Watson Welssenslein

Telsphone B0A.790.8299

Facalmille gnl.786 2064

F=mall: desaodidesaballard.com sy 1wy 1 ruarx'Jn""'I-':rﬂ.n_r:m

From Charlie Bricggman [malitoiblaw@caraling ot com)

Sent: Thursday, Ortoler 17, 7003 1141 A

To: Mura Ballard

Ce: Leasa Ballard, Crarlie 2rdgman

Subject: Re: Combis CO irformatins

wes, and shan for reminding e

[Fia Rilee wias giver o Chids, Jv (Gerge's sor) during fep's |fatime

| here are no rittes that Gagrge s awsere of, only a2 caupls of pistais, He kas those.

Hop gave the Slhver Bollers 1o Mane as 3 trans vou belors i pessed That ssus, she 15 Aot goipe to 16t thibim (9 tsrere with
wrying tooget this nese rasolved,

Charies 1 Br=gman®

Law Offica of Charles 1. Mridgmon, PLLE

L0 Fa) pasw Tk S TRD

Chisllatte, NC ZH2 1T

Prane | 112) 5505770, 20, 704

Call: |BY) 1976043

'm0 AR 26 20T

Fivin: g vl Wi glleg e ain

=il e in MC & 50

COMFEDENTRLITY

T ik and ke aczachrienand [0 any) e ntendad soiey e e une ol (e sddresses hersaf, i adeitie, this misssaE and the ACTemErs may
ot irformation thas wisalidons o) pooned and e met frarm daciosure sader sppicalile | |Fyos 3re not s nteded rhzipien® of iz
ITestaRE. l,‘I:Il.l arz preilki ded 'rom reading. Sisclesing, rer_lr-:‘l_dul_u_lu,_ ayiribuni=a, disserrnaning o o e e gsng ts randslan, Deivery ot
TTEs5aEE b any pﬂr‘s;ﬂl cilhie thae the e o e EN! e |ntended 2 waen any gt o pwilegn I yvow Fave secsved thin immaage m=re,
pleaza promothy nobify she sepde by rophs girall ame s firmeslial sl i dwint thiv ﬂmage r.:»nn,wrr wptilemm

Pig3ga cansidar trs fhu'lll_r"urﬂr_!"'.[ :e l;.'E- pr rlj:l:lg‘tl' = -"_|.II1|:J|

Fram: Mara Ballard <Mara@dessnallzrd.onne
Date: [hursday, Colober 17, 2014 1132 AW
To: Charlie Bridgmer<g Blawimaraling. ¢
Ce: Desa Ballard <dzsghi@dasabiallard coms, Mara 8allard <Mara@desanallard.camns

Subject: RE: Cormnais: (O Informarion

Somelime last week, Desg genl you 2 2mall about s Reles, rifle and mavee some siver gains | irying

o roedall oir e o ot my tead), Doesyol Mave il enmsllEad hidve vid agked Ceorgs abnit Lhose
il

Mara 1 Ballard, TWMA, CFL

Farensie Arcounlan frol & [awyer)

Ballard Watsol wWelssanstalh

SAG 5 M Shreat | 29 68)
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PLAINTIFF 178

From: Charlie Bridgmon [mallto:ciblawicaroling,rr.com]
Sent: Monday, November 04, 2013 10:44 AM

To: Mara Ballard

Ce: Desa Ballard; Mara Ballard; Charlle Bridgman
Subject: Re: Combis: Money Transfer

Mara:

Diane called from the bank earlier. They initially said Desa had to be there but | tatked to somesne and
got them to close the account and issue a check - they would not agree to wire it. Diane just brought it
by, so | will get it out ta you today. It is 53,174.27.

Desa:

Are you available around 300 this afternoon to discuss Horseshoe?

T_hankf-.

Charlie

Sert from my iPhone

On Nov 4, 2013, at 10:29 AM, "Mara Ballard" <Mara@desaballard.com> wrote:

Just checking in to see if you got the wire transfer information | forwarded to you on Friday and to see if
you have an ETA on the wire transfer so | can tell my office manager when to look for it.

Thank you,

Mara T. Ballard, CMA, CFE

Forensic Accountant (not a lawyer)
Ballard Watson Weissenstein

226 State Street (29169)

Post Office Bow 6338

Wesl Columbia, South Caroling 29171
B03.796.9293

203.796.1066 Facsimile

www, desaballard.com
<image001.jpg>
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PLAINTIFF 182

Desa Ballard
“

From: Desa Ballard

Sent: Wednesday, Newember 6, 2013 10:35 AM

To: Charles ). Bridgmaon, Esquire (gblaw@caroling.rr.com}

Cc: Douglas M. Truslow (douglastruslow@truslowlaw.com); Mara Ballard
{Mara@desaballard.com) (Mara@desaballard.com): Terrie Stafford

Subject: Two topics

Just left you a voice mail. Still have not received the check for 53,174.27 that you had on Monday ~ | asked you to
overnight it and we have not recejved it,

In reviewing Diane's records of the trust, the 8-2-2007 disbursement of 5412,000.00 is shown as a “loan to George
Combis.” What are George’s intentions regarding payback of this loan?

dh

Dasa Ballard

Ballard Watson Weissenstein

Telephone 803,786.9299

Facsimile B03,796,1066

E-mall: desab@desaballard.com, copy to terrie@desaballard.com

1
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PLAINTIFF 183
Willlam P. Bray -
leffrey A Long = ¢
BRAY & LONG |33 Lee A, Poi
A DECADE OF RESULTS Brendan G. Dillashaw

Chinrlas T, Bri_u:!_gmnn ki

*= Alaey liconsed im Sl Ceroling
F NC Sugariar Conrt Medinior &
ifiend S Ol Nl
November 6, 2013 Certified §C Cirit Crurt Medlator

Vin Email (douglastruslow@truslowlaw.com) and U.S. Mail
Douglas N. Truslow, Esquire

Truslow & Truslow

P.0. Box 1465

Columbia, SC 29202

Re:  Irrevocable Trust Agreement of Chris Combis

Desr Doug:

[ represent Diane Combis, former trustee of the Chris Combis Trust Agreement.
It is my understanding from Desa Ballard that she has retaincd you to represent the Estate
of Chris Combis and the Trust. In an abundance of caution so as not to violate Rule 42,1
am sending this to you with a copy to Desa.

[ am writing to update you on the status of trust propeity — specifically the funds
received from closing the trust account at Park Sterling Bank. 1 have enclosed a copy of
the certified check from the bank constituting the entire balance of the account. Pursuant
to N.C.G.8. § 36C-7-707, my client has instructed me (o protect the trust property
pending an Order from the Court pursuant to a Petition for Removal of Successor Trustee
filed November 5. T have enclosed for your review a copy of the filed Petition and would

ask that you advise al your earliest convenience if you can accept service of the Petition
on behalf of Desa.

Rather than holding the check for safekeeping, I would offer alternatively that the
funds be deposited into the Court. That said, I believe there would be filing fees
associated with this option, and my client would like to preserve the trust property to the
fullest extent possible. Further, in the event there is an immediate nieed for these funds to
preserve other trust property, aceess may be difficull or restricted if deposited into Court.

[ am open to other suggestions you may have as to how best to handle these funds
pending resolution of the hearing,

Also, as the trust property located at 718 Lochridge in Charlotte has yet to be
delivered to Desa, I am copying John Springsteed of Springstecd Realty with this letter
and its enclosures with a request that he hold in trust any rental proceeds unfil the Court
issues an Order on the Petition for Removal.

Along those same lines, my client requests that no efforts be undertaken to sell or
list for sale the trust property located at 718 Lochridge in Charlotte while the property is
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Douglas N, Truslow, Esquire
November 6, 2013
Page Two

under lease with non-interested third parties. As you are aware, such action would
subject the trust to likely litigation and damages for breach of contract and/or tortious
interference. I request written confirmation by 12:00 p.m. on Friday, November 8, that
no such efforts will be undertaken except as allowed by the rental agreement; otherwise,
my client will be obligated to take any actions she deems necessary to protect the trust
property.

[ look forward to working with you on this matter, and please do not hesitate to
call me should you have any questions,

q

Lharles J. Bridgm

Enclosures
cc:  Desa Ballard (via email w/ enclosures)

John Springsteed / Springsteed Realty Company (via facsimile and email w/
enclsosures)
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PLAINTIFF 183

; . COURT OF JUSTICE
i SHRIOR COURT DIVISION
COUNTY OF MECKLENBURG BEFORE THE CLERK

NOV 05 2003 1% E 2HS]

STATE OF NORTH c.&RDIJLNﬁ%HiEEB ?g S

[n the Matter of; ur

.—--'~-----|--'1-‘--ﬁ‘$$E : .=-=.___‘%
&Y .
IRREVOCABLE TRUST CLEAK C‘E.__@;muﬁ FOR REMOVAL OF

AGREEMENT OF CHRIS COMBIS SUCCESSOR TRUSTEE

Petitioner, GEORGE C. COMBIS (“Petitioner™), by and throngh his undersigned
counsel, as a beneficiary of the Revocable Trust Agreement of Chris Combis dated
March 11, 2003, including any amendments thereto, hereby petitions the Court to remove
Desa Ballard, Trustee, and in support thereof shows the Court as follows:

I That Chris Combis executed on or about March 11, 2003, the Revocable
Trust Agreement of Chris Combis, the terms of which are hereby incorporated by
reference and made a part of this Petition as if the entire Trust Agreement were set forth
herein.

2. That Chris Combis executed on or about April 21, 2006, the First
Amendment and Restatement of Revocable Trust Agreement of Chris Combis, the terms
of which are hereby incorporated by reference and made a part of this Petition as if the
entire Trust Agreement were set forth herein,

3. That Chris Combis executed on or about April 24, 2008, the Second
Amendment to Revocable Trust Agreement, the terms of which are hereby incorporated
by reference and made a part of this Petition as if the entire Trust Agreement were set

forth herein.
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4, That at the time each of the above Trust Agreements was executed, Chris
Combis was a regident of Mecklenburg County, North Carolina,

5. That pursuant to the terms of the Trust Agreement, it and the separate
trusts created therein “shall be construed, regulated and governed by and in accordance
with the laws of the State of North Carolina.”

6. That Chris Combis died testate on February 3, 2009, leaving the residue
and remainder of his property fo the trustee of the Trust Agreement.

7. That Desa Ballard (“Ballard”) became the Personal Representative of the
Listate of Chris Combis on or about May 2, 2013,

8. That Ballard became Successor Trustee on or about October 15, 2013,

9, That Petitioner is informed and believes Ballard should be removed as
Successor Trustee under North Carolina General Statutes §§ 36C-1-101 to -11-1106,
ineluding, but not limited to, N.C.G.S. § 36C-7-706 because:

a. Ballard intends to bill the Estate of Chris Combis in excess of $50,000
in fees for her role as Personal Representative and Successor Trustee;

b. Ballard intends to dispose of trust property, specifically a home
located at 718 Lochridge Drive, Charlotte, to satisfy her fees in this

matter;

¢. Ballard has shown favoritism and/or bias towards the beneficiaries of
the Trust Agreement other then Petitioner, at the expense and to the
detriment of Petitioner;

d. Ballard has refused to pursue claims against one of the beneficiaries of
the Trust for causing approximately $60,000 in damage to trust
property;

¢. Ballard has refused to reimburse Petitioner for approximately $30,000
in repairs he paid to rehabilitate trust property so that it could become
habitable and generate income for the trust;
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PLAINTIFF 183
f. In addition to her fees in excess of $50,000, Ballard notified Petitioner
on November 4, 2013, that she has retained counsel on behalf of the
Trust, most likely at an additional expense of the Truost;
g. Ballard has threatened litigation against Petitioner’s spouse if a
payment in excess of $26,000 was not made to beneficiaries of the
Trust other than Petitioner; and

h. Ballard has usurped the role of the Courts of this State by determining
issues pending litigation between the beneficiaries.

10.  That Petitioner is informed and believes each of the above instances
demonstrates a serious breach of trust by Ballard.

11.  That Petitioner i5 informed and believes each of the above instances
demonstrates an unfitness, unwillingness, or persistent failure of Ballard to administer the
Trust effectively.

12, That Petitioner i3 informed and believes removal of Ballard best serves the
interests of all the beneficiaries and is consistent with the material purpose of the Trust.

3. That Petitioner is informed and believes it is in the best interests of the
Trust for the Court to exercige its discretion and (1) remove Ballard as the Successor
Trustee of the Trust; and (2) appoint an independent trustee to administer the Trust.

14,  That jurisdiction and venue are proper in this Court.

WHEREFORE, Petitioner prays as follows:

1. That the Court enter an Order directing Ballard to show cause, within the
time set by law, why she should not be removed as Successor Trustee:

2 That the Court set a time and place for a hearing on the matiers raised
herein;

3 That the beneficiaries of the Trust be notified of the time and place of the
hearing and summoned to the proceedings if they deem proper;
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4. That an independent trustee be appointed as determined by the Court to
serve as successor trustee; and

5, That Petitioner be granted such other and further relief as the Court deems
just, reasonable, and proper.

Respectfully submitted this 5™ day of November, 2013,

C. Combis, Petitioner

Jeffrey A. Long (N.C] Bar # 28645)
Charles J. Bridgmon (N.C. Bér # 37887)
BRAY & LONG, PLLC

2820 Selwyn Avenue, Suite 400
Charlotte, North Carolina 28209

Phone: (704) 523-7777

Fax: (704) 523-7780

Attorneys for Petitioner
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
VERIFICATION

COUNTY OF MECKLENBURG
GEORGE C. COMBIS, Petitioner, being first duly sworn, deposes and states that
he has read the Petition and knows its contents, and that the Petition is true of his own

knowledge, except as to those matters therein stated upon information and belief, and as
to those matters, he believes them to be true.

This 5" day of November, 2013.

eorge C. Combis, Petitioner

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA )
)
COUNTY OF MECKLENBURG )

Sworn 1o and subscribed before me this 5“” day of November, 2013.

Cluban € il

Notary Public
My Commission Expites: A'ﬁﬂfi | Qg, 204

CARLESE E LINKER
NOTARY PUBLIC

Macklenbury County, North Carolina
My Commission Expires Apell 25, 2014
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Desa Ballard

From: Desa Ballard

Sent: Thursday, Movember 07, 2013 530 AM

To: 'Charles Bridgmon', douglastruslow@trustawlaw,com

Cc Mara Ballard {Mara@dasaballard.com) (Mara@desaballard.com): Terrie Stafford
Subject: RE: Chris Combis Irrevocable Trust

Importance: High

Charlie:

Please forward the net trust proceeds te me immediately. Ifyou do notdo so, you will have converted trust funds which
are due to the trust and it will be necessary to place your carrier on notice. You are already in a position of tremendous
conflict by virtue of your joint representation of bath Gearge and Diane, who have competing interests, You will only
make the matter worse IF you inject yourself into the matter as a principle, rather than as an advocate,

Either overnight the check to me as previously instructed, or we will send you wire instructions. Advise by 100 pm
taday of your intentions.

Please also answer my earlier question as to whether you represent Superior Tile, and provide me with the response to
iy guestions of yesterday.

db

Rresa Fallard

Ballard Watson Weissenstein

Telephone 803.796.9299

Facsimile 803,796.1066

E-mall: desab@desaballard.com, copy to terrie@desaballard.com

-—-0Orlginal Message—--

From: Charles Bridgmon |maille:CRridgmon@braylone.com]
Sent: Wednesday, November 06, 2013 5:29 PM

To: dovglastruslow@truslowlaw.com

Cc: Desa Ballard; jks2@bellsouth.nel; Charles Bridgmon
Subject: Chris Combhis Irrevocable Trust

Doug:
Please see the attached letter,

Thank you,
Charlie Bridgmon

Charles ). Bridgmon®
Bray & Long, PLLC

!
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PLAINTIFF 185
2820 Selwyn Svenue, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28209
Phone: (704) 523-7777, ext. 31
Cell: {(B03) 331-6013
Fax: (704) 523-7780
Email; chrldpmon@bravlong.com

" Admitted in NC & 5C
CONFIDENTIALITY

This emall and its attachments (if any) are Intended solely for the use of the addressee hereof. |n addition, this message
and the attachments may contain information that is confidential, privileged and exempt from disclosure under
applicable law, If you are not the intended recipient of this message, you are prohibited from reading; disclosing,
repraducing, distributing, disseminating or otherwise using this transmission,

Delivery of this message to any person other than the intepded recipient is not intended to waive any right ar privilege.
If you have received this message in error, please promptly notify the sender by reply e-mail and immediately delete this
message from your systerm,

Please consider the environment before printing this email,

7
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Dnuglas Truslow

From: Mara Ballard <Mara@desaballard.com»
Sent: Thursday, November 09, 2017 2:41 PM
To: Douglas Trusldw

Cc: Mara Ballard

Subject: FW: Cambis - pistols

~-=0riginal Message——

From: Desa Ballard

Sent: Friday, December 13, 2013 5:27 PM —_

To: Dauglas N. Truslow (douglastruslow@truslowlaw com) <douglastruslow@trusiowlaw.com>; Mara Ballard
<Mara@desaballard.com>

Cc: Terrie Stafford <Terrie@desaballard.com=

Subject: FW: Combis - pistols

| am 90% sure that his first email about the guns say they were given to Gearge, 1'll find it.

Desa Ballard

Ballard Watson Weissenstein

Telephone 803.796,9259

Facsimile 803.796.1066

E-mail: desab@desaballard.com, copy to terrie@desaballard.cam

---—0riginal Message—-

From: Charlie Bridgmon [mallto:CBridgmen@braylang.com)
Sent: Thursday, December 12, 2013 12:57 PM

To: Desa Ballard

Cc: Douglas N. Truslow; Charlie Bridgmon

Subject: Combis - pistols

Desa:

Doug asked me earlier to provide you an update on the pistols. | have had an oppartunity to fully discuss it with my
clients and wanted to first clarify the number. Only 2 of the pistols for which you seek information were Pop's. The
third is and has always been George's. That said, Pop apparently had another pistol - a chrome-plated .45 | believe - that
was not specifically given away during his lifetime, Itis my understanding that pistol was with Pop during his time at
Haorseshoe, and none of my cllents has possession of Jt.

As you knaw, it has been and remains our position that the remaining 2 pistols were given to Diane during Pop's lifetime.
Thus, it Is.our position they should not have been included on the initial inventary as their ownership is not in guestion.

| believe this can be confirmed during any discovery you plan to conduct. Along those lines, however, my clients will
maintain the pistalsin their possession.

I think the best course of action at this time is to discuss the issue with ludge Miller tluring the status conference you
have requested and et her guide us as to anything further, Please let me know if you disagree.
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Duuglas Truslow

From: Mara Ballard <Mara@desaballard.com=
Sent: Thursday, Nevernber 0% 2017 3:04 P
To: Ciouglas Trushow

Cc: Mara Ballarc

Subject: FW: Cambis - pistols

Not for nothing but nearly 4 years age, you said this case was a S1M case,..

—0Original Message-—--

From: Terrie Staffard On Behalf Of Desa Ballard
Sent: Thursday, December 12, 20133:15 PM
Te: Mara Ballard <Mara@desaballard. com=
Subject: FW: Combis - pistols

TS

—--riginal Message-—

From: Douglas N. Truslow [mailto:douglastruslow@truslowlaw.com]
Sent: Thursday, December 12, 2013 2:42 PM

Ta: 'Charlie Bridgmon'; Desa Ballard

Subject: RE: Combis - pistols

Charlle:

While | appreciate your response, it is not at all what | expected.....not even photos or serial numbers, much less
production,

Aside from that, tan you explain how and why we are to believe the guns and coins, etc. were "gifts"? A timeline might
also be helpful in getting to the bottom of all this. |'ve given you a preliminary one and asked you to

fillin the blanks. | have not gotten a response,  And, speaking of

gifts, cannot Linda and Mary claim the same about other matters? | am not trying to argue......l am simply trying to
figure itall out in context properly and at the least cost to the trust and estate. We certainly do not want to be arguing
about things of little consequence, nor do we want anyone to assert claims that cannot be sustained from an evidentiary
point of view.

At the same time, Desa is intent on handling this not only properly, but cost efficiently. Please help us help the ultimate
beneficiaries salve the conflict and apparent impasse. Finally, none of what your clients are now asserting seems to fit in
with what | understand to be their theory that the

5412 k was given to George to "gift" or "loan" or take care of Pop.

Regrettably, it has the appearance that Diane has significantly erred.....| do not know how to say it more politely. | am
counting up what appears to be clase to 51 million for which she seems to be respansible, aside from the more
significant parts of the case. Given the informatian | have at this juncture, | am shocked that your clients did not resolve
the jssues with Linda and Mary.

Sincerely,
Douglas N, Truslow

Truslow & Truslow
ph (B03) 256-6276

1
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On g someswhalt related note, | believe the above |s true for the coins as well but have not addressed it as | have the
plstals. Agdin, let's discuss 1t with Judge Miller.

Thank you,
Charlle

Charles J. Bridegmon®

Bray & Long, PLLC

2820 Selwyn Avenue, Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28209

Phone: (704) 523-7777, ext. 31
Cell: [BD3) 331-6013

Faw: (704) 523-7780

Email; cbridgmon@braylong.com

* Admitted in NC & SC

COMNFDENTIALITY

This email and its attachments {if any) are intended solely far the use of the addressee hereof. In addition, this message
and the attachments may contain infermation that is confidential, privileged and exempt fram disclosure under
applicable law. 1f you are not the intended recipient of this message, you are prohibited from reading, disclosing,
repraducing, distributing, disseminating or otherwise using this transmission,

Delivery of this message to any person other than the intended recipient is not intended to waive any right or privilege.
If you have received this message in error, please pramptly notify the sender by reply e-mail and immediately delete this.
message from your system.

Please cansider the environment before printing this email.

2
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Douglas Truslow
e

From: Mara Ballard <Mara@desaballard.com=
Sent: Thursday, Navernber 09, 2017 247 PM
To: Doudglas Truslow

Cc Mara Ballard

Subject: FW: Trust funds

Note that they are “in a safe”

From: Charles Bridgmon [mailto:CBridgmon@braylong.com|

Sent: Friday, November 15, 2013 4:23 PM

To: Desa Ballard

Cc: Mara Ballard; douglastruslow@truslowlaw.com; Terrie Stafford <Terrie @desaballard com=; Charles Bridgmon
<CRridgman@ braylong.coms=

Subject: Re: Trust funds

Thanks, Desa. | will see what | can o on the check. (Il's locked up very securgly on my and.) It will be Manday before | can talk 1o
them, but it may be that | can hand-deliver it to you an Thursday.

Same for the guns. Thay arein a safe, but they are out of town until Monday,
On a somewhat aside, whal is Lochridge on the markel for? | may know someone interested in it as a rental property as well
Have a good weekend.

Charlle

Charlas J. Bridgmon®

Bray & Long, PLLC

2820 Salyn Avenus Sulte 4040
Charlotte, NG 28204

Phaorne! (704) S23-7777, ext, 31
Gall (A03) 331-6B013

Fax (TO4) B23-TTRO

Ernail, corgmes@arayiong com

* Admitted In MO & 30
CONFIDENTIALITY

Thigemail and its attschments (1F any) are inended soialy o the tse of the addréssas heraof. In adififion, fFis message and he altachments may contain
information fhat is confidential. prviloged and axempl from disciosure under applicable law. |l you-are nef the interded reciplent of this IMBSEEGE. you &re
prahibied from reading, disclesing, raproducing, distibhuting, disseminating o otherwise using (his transmission, Delivery of this messags to any parson othar teEn
e litend=d recipient is nat intended to walve any flght or privilege. 1F you bave 1eceived this mesags in eror, please promptiy nofify the ssnder by renly amall
and immediataly defete this message from yaur ayston,

Plzase conzidar the envireament hefare printing this emall

From: Desa Ballard <desab@desaballard coms>

Date: Friday, November 15, 2013 4:20 PM

To: Charlie Bridgmon <chridegmon@bravlong. coms

Cc: "Mara@desaballard com" <Mara@dasaballard.com=, "douglastruslow @truslowlaw.com"
2dauglastruslow@truslowlaw.com=, Terrie Stafford <Terrlei@desaballard.com>

Subject: Trust funds

Charlie, we have received the November rent from Mr. Springstead. Concerns about the security of funds in my hands is
a norn-issue. Any other lawyer in the state, maybe not. But me = I'm 3 sure thing.

1
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| would again ask that you release the balance of the trust funds (the check you phatocopled and sent to Doug).
By the way, | have obtained a copy of the insurance policy an Lachridge so you can stop looking for that,
| do still need the make, model and serial number on the firearms.

Have a good weekend. I'll look for that check in the Monday mall.

b

db

Desa Ballard

Ballard Watson Weissenstein

Telephone 803.796.9299

Facsimile B0O3.796.1066

E-mail: desab@desaballard.com, copy to lerrie@desaballard.com

2
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Doug_'!gs Truslow

== - nas S — — i —
From: Douglas N. Truslow <douglastruslow@truslowlaw.com>
Sent: Saturday, January 04, 2014 12:24 P
To: ‘Charlie Bridgman'
Ce: ‘Desa Ballard': 'pete@nosaljeterlaw.com'
Subject: Combls

Charfle:

As you know, Ms. Ballard has been diligently trying to bring matters to a proper conclusion in the best interest of the
trust and estate. In that vein, | understand that she is trying to sall the Lochridge property. An immediate problem
seems to be that after all this time, one of your clients [former trustee Diane Combis) STILL won't sign ever a guit claim
deed or do the ather things necessary to ensure that there can be a disposition of it — the the trust's benefit. May | ask
once more: What is the problem? We would be more than willing to prepare the documents reflecting that Diane has
no more interest in the property. The prablem is that we have been delayed once again and then sent on & duck and
goase safari —your clients were ducking service and simultaneously trying to send us on a wild goose chase —at least it
has that appearance. And In conjunction, they are now, they are complaining about Ms. Ballard. Quite frankly, it has
the appearance that they are dissatisfied because she has been both conscientious and most professional under trying
circumstances.

it would be easiest if you prepared an affidavit and had Diane sign the quit claim deed, May | hear from you? Are you
willing to do anything to move things along at a more appropriate pace? Do you have any reasonable proposals? The
claim that Ms, Ballard has been unprofessional and dishonest and should be remaved Is a definita nan-starter, so please
try to leave that argument out of the equation for now.

Sincarely,
Douglas N. Truslow

Truslow & Truslow
ph (803) 256-6276
fax (B03) 2567650

Mailing Address:
P.0. Box 1485
Columbia, SC 29202

Physical Address:
D14 Richland St , Suite 8-102
Columbia, 5C 29201

CONFIDENTIAL & PRIVILEGED _

Unless otherwise indicated or obvieus from the nature of the above communication, the information contained herein is
attorney-client privileged and confidential infarmation/work produet. The communication is intended for the use of the
individual or entity named above. If the reader of this transmission is not the Intended recipient, you are hereby notified
that any dissemination, distribution er copylng of this communication 15 strictly prohibited. If you have received this
communication in error or are not sure whether it is privileged, please immediately notify us by return e-mail and destroy
any copies, elaatronic or otherwise, which you may have of this communication

i’
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Terrie Stafford
“

From; Desa Ballard

Sent: Wednesday, January 08, 2014 153 AM

To: Charlie Bridgmon

Cc: Mara Ballard: Terrie Stafford, douglastruslow@truslowlaw.com; Lane Willamson; Terrie
Stafford

Subject: RE: Property taxes on Lochridge and Horseshoe

Charlie:

I'have never recelved any mailings for property taxes. Both county records reflect that Diane has been receiving the bills
at her home address. There were not property tax bills in the trust records that you turned overto me on 10-25-2013 so
I can only assume the bills, if sent at all, were sent to Diane. As you know, Diane has not forwarded any trust documents
to me since she twrned over the records {via you) at the mediation on 10-25-2013,

We found out about the bills by proactively looking online to check an these and we notified you as soon as we became
aware there were bills due. Diane could have told you, and us, much sooner, but apparently did not.

| don't think Diane has any right to access the funds that were In the Park Sterling accounts. Those funds belong to the
trust and therefore should be In my possession. As you know, you held that check (after promising to send it several
times) when you petitioned to remove me as trustee. As 1o your question how she should pay the property taxes, that is
far her and her lawyer to decide. My view [s that she is mitigating the damages she has caused to the trust if she pays
the taxes now, fram her awn funds, but you will have ta advise her on that.

Let me make sure | understand your last paragraph: Are you taking the position that the consent arder for successor
trustee s no longer valid? Your last paragraph seems to suggest that, since you take the position that no agreement
under which Diane is obligated to execute documents. The successor agreement clearly provides for that, so | wanted to
e sure,

dh

Desa Ballard

Ballard Watson Weaissenstein

Telephane 803.796,9299

Facsimile B03.796. 1066

E-mail: desab@desaballard,.com, copy to terrie@desaballard.com

From: Charlie Bridgmaon [mailto:CBridgmon@braylong.com)]

Sent: Tuesday, January 07, 2014 11:02 AM

To: Desa Ballard

Cc: Mara Ballard; Terrie Stafford; douglastrusiow@truslowlaw.com; Lane Willlamson; Charlie Bridgmon
Subject: Re; Property taxes on Lochridge and Horseshoe

Gooed morning, Desa, | will certainly discuss the balow with Diane. | have a couple of questions that need clarification

beforehand. First, have yoeu attampted to pay the properly taxes and the respective counties have refused them becauses thay wers
from you rather than Diane? Second, are you requesting that Diane pay these personally or from the same funds vou also asked be
released? Lasily, wilh respect lo the taxes on Lochridge, why did you wail until the day they were due o email me regarding your
request? Even if | could have responded yesterday, there would not have been sufficient time to pay them before inlerest began

1
ROA 1120 Page 1



PLAINTIFF 195

acoruing, Regardless of who ulimately pays the taxes, the trust has now Incurred inlerest that certainly could have been avaided. [
you wold pleaese forward me any funds you have In trust, we will ensure such unnecessary expenses are avolded in tha future,

On an unrelated note, my response lo your email is not as a matter of courtesy. | will always respand to anything that requires my ar
my client's attention or is substantive in nature. It is the-emalls that do not warrant & response for lack of anything substantive,
miscenstrus the facts, attempt to attack me personally, ar accuse me of “whining” that certainly will be ignored. No agreement exists
either with respect (o you as trustee or that requires Diane sign anything with respect to real property, and any offers including these
provisions have been withdrawn, | anticipate getting this issue before the court once Lane and | have wrapped up the consent arder an
this end

Thanks,
Charlie

Charles J, Bildgman®

Bray & Long, PLLG

2820 Selwyn Avanue, Sulle 400
Charlotle, NG 25204

Phone (FO4) 237777, duf, 31
Call: (503] A51-6013

Feu; (T04) G23-7780

Ermall: chaleomorim@ relaiig . oo

* Admitted in NG & 5C
COMFIDENTIALITY

Thiz amail and its afzohments (if any) ars intended salaly for the use of the adiresses haraol. [0 additien, s messags and the attachiments may contain
information that is confidential, privileged and exampt from disclosum under appiicable law, fyouars nol e nlanded reciplent of thie messags, you are
profibited from reading, disclosing, reproducing, distribuling, disseminating or pthenyise using (his iansmissian, Delivery of his message-1o any person ol
Ihan the Intended recipient is nel Intended 1o walve any daht or privilege, Ifyou haye recaived this message in eror, please promptly notify the sander by reply -
mail pad immedistely deleta this meszaga rom your svsten,

Flagn consldar tha anvianmant bafarg prinfing (his smaif,

From: Desa Ballard <desab@dasaballard.com>

Date: Manday, January 6, 2014 10:14 AM

To: Charlie Bridgman <cbridegmon@brayleng.com>, "douglastruslow@truslowlaw.com”
<douglastruslow@truslowlaw . coms

Ce: "Mara@desaballard com” <Mara@desaballard.com=, Terrie Stafford <Terrie@desaballard.coms
Subject: Property taxes on Lechridge and Horseshoe

Charlle: We have been unsuccessful in having the tax assessor records in Mecklenburg (Lochridee) and Lancaster
[Horseshoe} changed into my name as successor trustee. As you know, when | took over as successor trustee, 1t was
anticipated that we could conclude the trust matters falrly quickly, so the agreement for successor trustee included a
provision to allow the properties to stay in Dianes name (as TTE) until the trust was dissolved. The agreement also
included her obligation to transfer title to me upon demand. We have demanded that the property in Lechridge be
transferred to me, and our requests have been ignored. Now that the Horseshae property is out of foreclosure, we
make the same demand as to Horseshoe. Quit claim deeds, with owner’s title insurance, will be sufficient.

On the assumption that these requests will be igrored, as have the prior requests, please be adyised that Diane will
need to pay the property taxes on both properties. The bills are still in her name.

The tax bills are attached. Please be courteous enough to respond to this email and advise what your client will do in
respanse to the requests set forth here,

Lastly, please advise when you will release the funds that were in the trust account at Park Sterling (the check you
promised to send several times, then refused to send since, as you stated, Diane had continuing obligations to the trust
and had to protect the funds).

db

2
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m: George Combis {gmmbla@supeﬁnmﬂnemmm]
& gg:t: Wﬂdnﬂsday, January 15 2014 8:43 AW F} 1\ ﬂ' Lﬂ
" To: douglastrusiow@truslowlaw. com p
Subject: What??7

I you need any informaticn on my son--I want to know why!?
You keep him out of thic and like I TOLD you BEFORE--5TOP WASTING My MOMEY ON YOUR sTupIp

NEED TO KMOW STUFFI[|
All you and our so called "ASSISTANT" Dasa is doing 15 running up your feest |
Chris (6'7") is not "little" however he has ZERO to do with anything. Yes my Father did give

his Rolex watch------. 502229
Again, tell Desa to fire yourself and do HER J0BI 1

Best Regards,
George Combis=

ROA 1122



i

Dnuglas Truslow

From: Desa Ballard <desab@desaballard.com>

Sent: Saturday, January 25, 2014 3:14 PM

To: chridgmon@braylong.com

Cc: Bouglas Truslow; Mara@desaballard.com; Terrie Stafford: Terrie Stafford
Subject: RE: Balance of trust funds in Park Sterling account

Areyou bringing this check on Monday?
| wauld appreciate an answar.

Desa Ballard

Ballard Watson Weaissenstein

Teleghone 803.796.9259

Facsimile 803.796.1066

E-mail: desab@desaballard.com, copy to terrie@desaballard.com

From: Desa Ballard
Sent: Thursday, January 23, 2014 10:13 AM

To: 'chridgmon@braylong.com'

Ce: Douglas N, Truslow (douglastruslow@truslowlaw.com); Mara Ballard (Mara@desaballard.com)
(Mara@desaballard.com); Terrle Stafford

Subject: Balance of trust funds In Park Sterling account

Please overnight the check which closed the Park Sterling trustee account to my attention at 226 State Street, West
Columbia, SC 29169,

In the alternative, please bring the check to the hearing in Lancaster on Monday and | can accept delivery of it then,
Thanks.

db

1
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PLAINTIFF 199

Frim: Dusa Ballaid

To: Mara Badlacd

e P J'EI'!EI

Subject: s Cosrilibs Rovocabile Trusl
Date: Friclay, March 21, 2004 2400831 PM

From: Charlie Bridamon [mailto: CBridgmon@braylong.com)
Sent: Friday, March 21, 2014 10:10 AM

To: Brad Rustin

Cc: Desa Ballard; willlarmson@tinfulton.com; Jeff Long
Subject: Re: Combls Revocable Trust

Brad:
My client does net consent to the release of the funds to Ms, Ballard,

Rather than incur the cost of depositing the funds Into the court, is there any way the bank can simply hold the
funds until such time as the court determines how and to whom the funds should be distributed? | am open (o
any alternativa suggestions you or Ms. Ballard may have to preserve the assets of the trust to the fullest extan
piessible.

Also, please accept this email as a formal request for a copy of the Declaration of Loss Affidavit submitted by Ms.
Ballard.

Thank you,
Charlle

Chares | Bridgman®

Bray & Long, PLLC

2020 Sehwyn Aventie, Siite 400
Chariotte, NS 28204

Fhome: {704) 523-7777, axt. 31
Call; (803) 331-48014

Faw: (T04) F23-7TE0

Email chridgmendhraylongd.sam

* Admilted in MG & 5C
CONFIDENTIALITY

Thiz emall and its-attachments (IFany)-ae intendad solely for fhe use of the addesses hereof. 1o addition, 1his moessage and (ha
allachments may contaln information that & confidential, prvleged and exampl frem disclosura gnder appiicshle law. F yau are p
Ihe intended recipient of this message, you s prohibited from reading, disclosing, reproducng, distributing, dissaminallng or
olharwiss uslng s Iransmission, Dellvary of his message (o any person othar than (e intanded raxipient i nat Intended 10 walve
any right or prvilege: If yvou have seceived this message in arer, please promgtly notify the sender by reply e-mall and
Immadiately delstz fhis message from youl syslain.

Please conadar the anviranmant before panting 1ls emall,

From: Brad Rustin <Brad Rustin@inelsonmulins. comz
Date: Weadnesday, March 19, 2014 55 11:52 AM

To: "lwilliarmsongtinfulien.com"” <bwilliar
<chridgman@prayiang.cam>

Cc: "Desa Ballard (desab@desabgllard.com)" <desab@gesaballard con>
Subject: Combls Revocable Trust

coms, Charlie Bridgmon

Dear Mr. Williamson and Mr, Bridgmion,
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PLAINTIFF 199

Melson Mullins acts as cutside counsel to Park Sterling Bank. As yvou are aware, Park Starling Bank
was contacted by the current trustee of the Chris Combis Revocable Trust, Ms. Desa Ballard,
regarding @ bank official check drawn on the trust's account ending in ** *¥356 in the amount of
93,174.27, Park Sterling s In recelpt of a Beclaration of Loss Affidavit regarding that check from the
cufrent trustee. As the statutory 20 day period has passed and lased on Lhis ATfidavil, a2 stop
payment has been placed on this check,

Therefore, Park Sterling 15 currently in possession of the funds represented by that chack, Park
sterling recognizes that it Is not the owner of those funds and that they are owned by the trust.
However, my understanding is that there is active and pending litigation regarding the trust and the
respective trustees, Therafore, the Bank is left with very few options:

(1) 1T all parties can agree and are willing to provide written authorization, the Bank will release
the funds as directed jointly oy the parties.

{2] 1 the parties cannot 2gree, Park Sterling will be force to deposit the funds with the Court
that (5 hardling the Issues relating to the rights to disburse funds from the trust,

Mr. Willlamson, please de not hesitate te et me know it yvou would like to discuss this matter in by
telephaone. Your contact information was provided to me today by Mr. Bridgman, My
understanding is that you reprasent Ms. Ballard with regards to the litigation Invelving the trust
aceount,

Flease let me know of your joint decision. | am happy tospeak by phone iFany party would like ary.
agditional information. 0 addition, please do not hesitate to let me know if any of the above-stated
Infarmation proves inacourate.

Best regards,
Brad Rustin

Nelson Mullins

Dowse Bradwell “Brad" Rustin, IV
Attorney at Law

brad, rustifdmn wiling com
Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough
LLP

Poinsett Plaza, Suite 900

104 South Main Street, Greenville, SC 29601
Tel; 864.250.2320

Fax: B64.232.2915

wwwy nelsenmulling.com
(Wiow Bio)

Confidentiality Notlce
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PLAINTIFF 199

This message is intended exclusively for tha individual ar entity to which it is addressed. This communication may
contain information that is proprietary, privileged, confidential or otherwise legally exempt rom disclosyra,

ITyou are not the namad addresses, you are not authorized to read, print, retain, copy or disseminate this
message or any part of I If you have recalved this message in error, please notify the sender immediataly aithear
by phone (B00-237-2000) or reply 1o this e-mail and deleta all copies of this message,

To ensure compliance with the requirements imposed by the IRS, we inform you that any LS. federal tax advics
contained in this communication (including the attachments) Is not intended or written to be used, for the purpose:
of {8} avoiding penalties under the Internal Revenue Code or (b} promating, marketing or recommending to
anather party any transaction of tax-ralated matter[s]. To provide you with a commurication that could be used to
avoid penalties under the Internal Revenue Code will necessarily entail additional investigations, analysis and
conclusiens on our part.
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Amanda Hilley

— —— = —
From: Dauglas Truslow
Sent: Wadnesday, August 30, 2017 152 PM
To: Desa Ballard; loe Pellington, Beth Cogan
Ce: Amancla Hilley: Marisol Rivera, Pete Nosal Cavid Redding; 8eth Cogan; Mara Ballard
Subject: HE Petition and Hule to Show Cause

loe;

| agree completely with what Desa has stated. With all due respect, it appears and | echo that you need to read and take
heed of the content of your clients” entire file and the circumstances in context. Parsing words as to which lawyer for
George, Diane and Chris A, did or did not do what gets us nowhere. Likewise, not simply contacting your clients, but
instead walting yet another week to let us know ifyou can accept service is mare of the same

if you seriously think the list of dacuments | had recently requested {after the delivery of the fake Rolex, a cheap
Saturday night special and the rells of pennies and such) were the items required to be produced per the Caurt's arder,
you are once again avoiding the issue and/or sadly mistaken. That said, honoring my request would seemingly help you
gat to the truth of the matter instead of what appears to be [urther dissembling, For instance:

Whan and how did you become aware that it was 4 fake Rolex that was delivered ta Desa? What was deliverod was
obviously a fake. | have a hard time imagining that you did not know it if you ever took the time to look at it, Did

you? Your clients have bieen fighting for years and through many hearings contesting even producing the Boley for
inspection. They have acknowledged all along that It was indeed an expensive, Rolex watch, 1P was indeed a cheap
imitation all alang, why nat just produce it at some paint before now and be done with It? 15t was a gift, why not
produce even ane iota of documentary proot? And, it would seemingly affard vou and your clients some protection it
sales, purchases, and repairs af all your clients’ watches were produced, along with applicable warranty and insurance
infarmation and such. You must know Lhis information exists, Foryou to not even inguire is more than

disappointing. Your clients may nol have been ordered at this point to produce the documentation , but your inquiry
and production nonetheless would shed Hght on the issue and perhaps abisolve their counsel of criticism. I this is to be
a search for the truth, you should welcome the appartunity to produce everything on palnt. In fact, | should not have to
ask: You should do itas a matter of course.

Thesame halds trie an the ane gun produced, And, it would seemingly alord you some protection it you waould
produce all records regarding gun purchases and sales, insurance and such. Are you telling me there was never mare
than one gun and that has always been your clients’ position? What is their explanation far each of the athers that
appear to be missing?

|'could go o and on and say similar things regarding the pennies and such, but it too gets us nowhere, This case has
heen going an for mare than 4 years| It is beyond the time for resolution. My client is doing everything she can to
reasonably resolye the issues.

From: Desa Ballard |mailto:desabi@desaballard com)

Sent: Wednesday, August 30, 2017 12:20 PM

To: loe Pellingtan <jpellington@reddingjiones.com>; Douglas Truslow <douglastruslow @truslowlaw.com=; Beth Cogan
<Beth@de5ahailard.cum>'

Cc: Amanda Hilley <amandahilley@truslowlaw.com>; Marisol Rivera <mrivera@reddingjones.com>; Pete Nosal
<pete@nosaljeterlaw.cems=; David Redding <dredding@raddingjones.com=; Beth Cogan <Bethi@desaballard coms;
Miara Ballard <Mara@desaballard . com>

Subject: Petition and Rule to Show Cause

L
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however since we have been working together an this case fora relatively short period of time, | want to make it
clear that | am interested in lacilitating resalutions Lo the extent we can find common ErcHind,

lam in a deposition all day teday, however | am available maost of this week and next. | hope that we can discuss
this matter further,

Sincerely,

Joo

W REDDING | JONES

Joseph R. Pellington

2807 Prawyidence Road, Suito A303
Charlotte, Narth Caraling 28211
Direct & Fax | 704-200-2054

Email | jpellington@reddingjones com

From: Dauglas Truslow <douglastruslow @truslowlaw.com>

Date: Thursday, August 24, 2017 at 10:57 AM

To: Jae Pellington <jpellington@reddingionss.coms, Desa Rallard <dasab@dessballard.cam>, Beth Cogan
<Beth@desahallard.com=

Ce: Amanda Hilley <amandahilley @truslowlaw.com>, Redding Jones <mrivera@reddingionss.cam=, Pate Nosal
=pete@nosaljetarlaw.coin>, David Redding <dredding@ reddingjones com>

Subject: RF: Proposed Order from Hearing 7-31-2017

My client clearly does not agree. Opposing counsel have heen ovar this 5o many times that further discussion gets us
nowhere. Far but one example, the watch produced is not Pop’s: Itis a fake. You and | both know thare are other
firearm(s), but only one “Saturday night special” was produced. Your clients has not explained the discrepancy. Counsal
has been given ample opportunity to make appropriate Inguiry and make this right ar at least shed more light on the
issue. More could be said, however it has proven futile, The most appropriate thing to do is for Ms. Ballard to file a RTSC
and then let the court decide the issues after a hearing. | will now be representing Ms, Ballard for this issue. In that
regard, can you accept service on behalf of your clients of a RTSC or is Ms, Ballard going to be forced to chase them
down?

From: Joe Pellington l'maIIto:|pelllrmtun@reriulilrﬁiones,r:um]

Sent: Friday, August 18, 2017 2:21 PM

To: Douglas Truslow <douslastruslow@truslowlaw.com>; Desa Ballard <desab@desaballard com= Beth Cogan
<Heth@desaballard.com=

Ce: Amanda Hilley <amandahilley@truslowlaw.com>; Marisol Rivera <mrivera@raddingjones.coms, Pete Nosal
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sunject: Re: Proposed Order from Hearing 7-31-2017

Dobg,

We provided you with the items that were in the Cambis’ possession that were responsive (o the subpoenas, Based on my
reading of what was asked for in the subpoenas and what was ordered by the court, my clients have complied. If you
disagres, please let me know why you think rmy clients have not comphied,

It is my opinion that the infermation you are asking for now is beyond what was requested In the subpoenas and what was
ardered by the court. 1am willing to work with you to resolve the discrepancies you mention below, however | need more
information,

Please teel free to.call me next week. | think it will be easier to discuss the lssues you raised over the phone,

Sincerely,

log

W REDDING | JONES

Joseph R. Pellington

2907 Providence Road, Sulte AZ03
Charlatte, Morth Carolina 28211
Direct & Fax | 704-200-2054

Ermail | ppellington@reddingjones.com

From: Douglas Truslow <dguglastruslaw @truslowlaw coms=

Date: Thursday, August 17, 2017 at 2:01 PM

<Beth@desaballard.com=

Cc: Amanda Hilley <amandahilley@truslowlaw com>, Redding lones<mrivera@reddingjones.comz,; Pete Nosal
<petefnosalleterlaw.cam>

Subject: RE: Proposed Order from Hearing 7-31-2017

loe;

Desa now has some coins (pennies and a few silver cains), what you purport to be Pop's Rolex and a .25 caliber

handgun. Apparently, you are saying Pop had no other guns, |f that is incorrect, please explain. |did not see any
infarmation relative to insurance that may have been on guns, rolex, etc. Also, we need to know details - if Gearge
and/or his son Chris bought or sold any guns since 2008 , and bought, sold or had repaired any Rolex watches during the
same time frame. There seem to be substantial discrepancies that STILL exist, May | hear fram you asap?

1
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From: Joe Pellingtan [mailio:ipellingtoni@ redd ngiones cam|

Sent: Saturday, August 12, 2017 0:09 AN

To: Desa Ballard <desab@desatiallard.com>; Douglas Trustow <dauplastruslow@truslowlaw coms; Beth Cogan
<Belh@dasahallard com>

Ce: Amanda Hilley <amandahilley@troslowlaw.coms; Marispl Rivera <mrivera @reddinglones.coms

Subject: Re: Proposed Ordar from Hearing 7-31-2017

Besa,

| have the items in my office. Marisol, copied hers, will deliver them on Marday. She will call/email you before she leaves to
coardinate the delivery '

We will have an inventory shest w) pictures that sameone will need to sign.
Have a good weekend and Marisal will Be in touch on Monday
Sincéraly,

loe

Y REDDING | JONES

losaph R. Pellington

2807 Providence Road, Suite A303
Charlotte, Morth Carofing 28211
Direct & Fax | 704-200-2054

Lemall | jpellingtoni@raddingjones.com

From: Desa Ballard <desabv@desabailard coms>

Date: Tuesday, August 8, 2017 at 6:30 PM

To: Douglas Truslow <douglastruslow@truslowlaw come, loe Pellington <jpellinglon@reddingjones.coms, Beth Cogan
<Beth@mdesabaliard . coms

Ce: Amanda Hilley <amandahilley @truslowlaw. com>

Subject: Re: Proposed Order from Hearing 7-21-2017

Gentlaman
Trying to take a few days off [ assume your cllents will want pictures and perhaps an inventory of the items but | nead the

items delivered to my office for appralsal. We are apen 8:30 to 5;20 Monday through Friday except this week we are closed
an Friday for same renovation work,
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4t woaid be helpful IFwe knew when the [terms will be delivered. We keep the daors locked but there are cameras and buzzers
to-open both doors, Just ring the bell,

Oflcas don't get much seallae than mine or Mr Truslow's,

It one of the several sults he filed against me Mr. Bridgmon served the pleadings via FedEx at our street address with a signed
receipt. That worked pretty wel|.

SNt yia the Samsung Galawy Wotas, an ATRT 44 LTE smartphone

s Origimal message -

From: Douglas lruslow <douglasirusiow @ truslowlaw. com=

Date: 8/8/17 4:13 PM (GMT-05:00)

la: loe Pellinpton <jpellinpton@raddingjones.come, Beth Copan <Bethd@@desaballard com=
Cc: Desa Ballard <desabiidesaballard.come=, Amanda Hilley <amandalilleyd@ ruslowlaw coimes
Subject: RE: Proposed Crder fram Hearing 7-21-2017

| assure you that | will not be a problem. That said, and just an obsarvation in an attempt to perhaps be helplul - Georga
could easily and relatively inexpensivaly have a courier service deliver the items and be done with it. There are
certainly a number of such services in Charlotte.

From: loe Pellington [malitopellington@ reddingjongs, cam|

sent: Tuesday, August 08, 2017 3:54 P

To: Douglas Truslow <douslasiruslow@iruslowlaw com>; Beth Cogan <Beth@desaballard comz
Cc: Desa Ballard <desab@desaballard.coms>; Amanda Hilley <amandahilley @truslowlaw.com>
Subject: Re: Froposed Order from Hearing 7-31-2017

I understand this is Desa’s call, and if other arrangements can be made, | assure you that someone else will transport the
itemns to Columbia. But as you know, we are a small firm, and | cannot promise we will have that aption,

Since | Just leared that Lmight be responsible far my mam’s carg, | figured 1should let you know Immediately.

¥ REDDING | JONES

Joseph R. Pellingtan

2907 Prowidence Road, Suite AZG3
Charlotte, North Carolina 28211
Direct & Fax | 704-200-2054

Email | [pellington@reddingjones.com

From: Douglas Truslow <douglastrusiow@trusiowlaw. com=

Date: Tuesday, August 8, 2017 at 3:50 P

To: loe Pellington <|pellingtan@reddingiones,coms, Beth Cagan <Beth@desaballard.com:
Cc: Desa Ballard <desab@desaballard com=, Amanda Hilley <amandahilley @truslowlaw com=>
Subject: RE: Proposed Qrder fram Hearing 7-31-2017

f
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Sivis et my call in this instance, That said, | was under the impression that Besa has insisted that the items be deliverad
to her and the sooner the better. After all, it has been a problem now for at least FOUR years or s0. It would seem that
a paralegal could easily deliver the items well hefore the 15th and save everyone time and energy that could be better
spent onethor issues, bul again that is not my call,

From: Joe Pellington [mallio:jpelington@reddinglones. com|

Sent: Tuesday, August 08, 2017 3:40 PM

To: Dauglas Truslow <dauglastruslow @truslowlaw.coms; Beth Cogan <Beth@desaballard com»
Cc: Desa Ballard <desab@desaballard.comi= Amanda Hilley <amandahilliey@truslowlaw com:>
Subject: Re: Proposed Order from Hearing 7-31-2017

Doug/Desa,
With respect (o Doug's request in bold, | will provide a response asap, | am not making any representations at this time,

It I5 going to be hard ta eomply with the order if Desa is out of town until August 15th (which s the day my clients are ordared
to produce]. Assuming we cannot corme to an agreement on an alternate method of production, can the items be left at her
office if she is not there?

Additionally, It pictures and descriptions are insufficient and | have to drive down to Columbia, there is anather matter that
has just arisen that | nead ta make you aware of My mam is having knee replacement su rgery next Monday, Origimlly, my
dad was going to take her to and from the hospital, however it appears he will be out of town on business that day. If he is out
of tawn, | may need your courtesy for a shad informal extension so | can take care of my mam. | will keen you apprised of
that situation.

Sincerehy,

loe

Y REDDING | JONES

loseph R. Pellington

2507 Providence Road, Sulte A303
Charlotte, North Carolina 28211
Direct & Fax | 704-200-2054

Ermail | jpellington i reddinglones cam

From: Douglas Truslow ﬁgpmﬂ,|a5tru5|nw@trusluwlaw.tmb

Date; Tuesday, August 8, 2017 at 12:11 PM

To: Beth Cogan <Bath@desaballard.com=, loe Peflington <jpellingtoni@ reddingjones.coms>
Cc: Desa Ballard <dessb@desabiallard .com>, Amanda Hilley <amandahilley@ truslowlaw.coms
Subject: RE: Proposed Order from Hearing 7-31-2017

| have not talked to Desa abaut your email {| understand she |s an vacation}, but from the cantentious history of this
case, | would think she would NOT be inclined to agree to your proposal at this late stage. | will leave it to her to
respand, That sald and o Lry to move farward, | think she would want the fallowing answered before even considering
what you have proposed, so you might as well provide what is set forth below in bold immediately:
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"AFe you now saying they have all the items? What items do they have, describing them in detail. Where the items
are now specifically located/who has possession of themn and why and for how lang. If you or your clients have had

the items appraised or insured, you need that documentation or indicate why it has not been done. And, send photos
immediately.

Again, | do not imagine that Desa will accepl your proposal, but that will ultirmately be for her to say. | expect you will
need to respond to her as indicated without any further delay. Otherwlise, you have the court’s order, sa it would seam
to me that you need to produce the ilems immediately unless you hear otherwise.

From: Beth Cogan [mailto:Reth@desaballard com)|
Sent: Tuesday, August 02, 2017 11:45 AWM
To: Joe Pellington <jpellinpton@reddingjones. coms

Subject: RE: Proposed Order from Hearing 7.31-2017

Mr. Pellington,
[Jesa is oul pf the affice this week on vacation.  Please look for a response upon her relum 1o the office on
Momday.

Kindest Regards,
-Beth

Beth Cogan, Paralegal

Ballard & Watson, Atlorneys at Law
[Post Oy fice Box @738

West Columbia, South Carelina 29164
803,796 9200

B03.796.1066 Facsimile
belhidesaballard.com
wivw.desaballard.com

From: loe Pellington [maille:joellingten®@ reddingjiones.com
Sent: Tuesday, August B, 2017 2:31 AM

To: Desa Ballard <desabidesaballard com>

Cc: Douglas Truslow=<deuglastruslow @truslowlaw.coms
Subject: FW: Proposed Order from Hearing 7-31-2017

Desa,

Please let me know if your appraiser will accept pictures and detailed descriptions In lieu of producing the actual items. In the
alternative, so as not to put the burden an you, | am willing to contact the appraiser directly and report back to vou what
he/she says. If you are agreeable te that, please send me that person’s contact informatian.

Sincerely,

loe

W REDDING | JONES

g
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rthaught this was the easy part. Sorry,  Lawyer usually work out the detalls themselyes.

| specifically request a determination that our motian far sanctions be held in abeyance. Otherwise, | will have to re-file
the mation,

Desa Ballard

Fram:loe Pellington [mailio:pellingtani redd ingiones.com|

Sent: Wednesday, August 02, 2017 3:18 AM

To: bpibbons@sccourts.arg; bgibbonsle@sccourts.org

Ce: Douglas Truslow <douglastruslow@truslowiaw.com>; Pete Nosal <pste@nosalleterlaw . coms; Mara Ballard

Subject: Re: Propased Order from Hearing 7-31-2017
Judge Gibbons:

Attached is my competing order tor your censideration. My objections to Ms. Ballard's propesad order are that she includes
extranenus informalion that s unnecessary for this arder and misc haracterizes my clients’ positian,

Further, in the interests of resalving this dispute efficiently and without unnecessary cost (including further judicial
intervention], | think mare time than Ms: Ballard calls for in her order is required. The reason is that the “Items" {as defined In
my order| are vaguely described in the subpoenas. My plan is to work with Ms. Ballard to ensure that the ftems are properly
identified, and to the extent possible, other identifying information can be sent to the appraiser so no one has to physically
transpart the items from Charlotte to Columbia,

If any changes are réquired by the Caurt, | am happy to incorporate them,
Sincerely,

Jor Pellington

Y REDDING | JONES

Joseph R. Pellington

2907 Providence Road, Sulte AZ03
Charlotte, North Carolina 28211
Direct & Fax | 704-200-2054

Email | jpellingten@reddinglones.com

From: Desa Ballard <desab@desaballard.com>
Date: Tuesday, August 1 2017 at 5:29 AM

<pete@npsalisterlaw.com>, Mara Ballard <Mara@desaballard. cam>, Beth Cogan <Beth@desahallard, com=, Mara
Ballard <Mara@desaballard .com>
Subject: Proposed Order from Hearing 7-31-2017
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From: Desa Ballard <desab@desaballard com=
Sent: Fritay, September 08, 2017 3:44 7
To; Ty McTiarn Douglas Truslow; Ladd Ackerman
Cc: Marlsol Rivera, loe Pellington; Pete Nosal, Amanda Hilley, David Redding; Beth Cogar:

Mara Ballard, Beth Cogan; Mara Ballard :
Subject: RE: Combis/Ballard North Caraling Order and Bond
Mr. MeTier:

You and | have nol met; | understand you were the one who came to the court-mandated ‘meet & mark’ priar to the
SCRC trial and kept Mr, Truslow, my acceuntant, and Mr. Truslow's paralegal waiting for 3 hours, then claimed not to
know anything about the case when you arrived, so the entire exercise was Useless. Now | also know you do not have
your 403 requirements met,

Absence of Rule 403 qualification is your problem, not curs. You had plenty of notice, more than was required by the
rule. \We gave up long ago trying to get agreements from your clients and your firm about anything, so in the absence of
that, we noticed the deposition with more than enough knowledge. (If you want a list of tha things that have been
promised to us by you r firm and/or your clients, but it will take weeks to compile], When were the other depasitions
{that Mr, Pellingtan has to attend) scheduled ?

You must have an order from a Lancaster county circult court judge before you can stop the deposition,  And you know
as well as we do that this is a new claim, and yaur argument to the contraryis disingenuous:

in the spirit of cooperation, however, Doug has authorized me to move the deposition to September 12, 2017, same
time, same place;

5o we wlill either see your client for depasition at 10 am on Tuesday September 12, 2017 ar at 10.am on Wednesday
September 13, 2017, as originally scheduled. Your choice,

It we do nat hear from you (which |5 usually the tase with your office, not necessarily you) ar recelve an order
prahibiting the deposition trom proceeding, we will be there on Wednesday as scheduled.

Desg Hallard

From: Ty McTier [mailtortmctier@reddingjones.com|

Sent: Friday, September 08, 2017 3:13 Pw

Te: Desa Ballard <desab@desaballard.corm=; Douglas Truslow <douglastruslow@truslawlaw.coms; Ladd Ackerman
<lackerman@ackermanlawpa.com=

Ce: Manisal Rivera <mrivera@reddingjones.com>; Joe Pellington <jpellington@reddingjones.coms; Pete Nosal
<pete@nasaljeterlaw.cam=; Amanda Hilley <amandahilley@truslowlaw.com=; David Redding
<dredding@reddinglonas.com>; Beth Cogan <Beth@desaballard.com=; Mara Ballard <Mara@desaballard .coms
Subject: Re: Combis/Ballard—Narth Caralina Order and Bond

Doug/Desa,

|
ROA 1135



(out waiving any substantive arguments Joe Pellington fs the only Rule 403 compliant lawyer in our
ﬁce.ﬂ“d he has two depositions on September 13th in Narth Carolina. This conflict arose because dates
were not run past our office; The 13th simply will net work,
A

4

REDDING | JONTS, PLIAC

Ty K. McTier

AT Providence Woad, Sidre 303
Cliselotre, North Coeolpa 28301
Db (704 26040 (O

IMPORTANT: This e-mall message is intended solely for the indlvidual or individuals to whom it is addressed.
It may contain canfidential attorney-client privilaged information and attorney work product. if the reader of
this message is not the intended recipient, you are requested not to read, copy or distribute it or any of the
information it contains. Please delete it immedlately and notify us by return e-mail or by telephone (704) 269-
4910,

From: Desa Ballard <desab@desaballard coms

Sent: Friday, September 08, 2017 2:33 P

To: Douglas Truslow; Ty McTier; Ladd Ackerman

Ce: Marisol Rivera; Joe Pallingtan; Pete Nosal: Amanda Hilley; David Redding; Beth Cogan; Mara Ballard
Subject: RE: Combis/Ballard--North Carolina Order and Band

The order {requiring the bond) is dated August 14, 2017, No Bond was posted when Doug requested a copy of the bond
yesterday at 1:46 pm. The cash was paid to the court several hours later: | don't know whathar it Is a boned. |t looks file
a cash register receipt,

Under 5C law, a mation for protective arder daes not stay a deposition, so unless an order is ssued by the state court
prohibiting the depesition bafore 9-13, we are proceeding as planned.  If George does not show up for his deposition,
we will movi for sanctions.

Desa Ballard

From: Douglas Truslow [mailto:douglastruslow @truslowlaw.com]

Sent: Friddy, September 08, 2017 1:55 PM

To: Ty McTier <tmectier@reddingjones.cams

Ce: Marisol Rivera <mirivera@reddingjones.com>; Joe Pelliingtan <|pellington@reddingjones.coms; Pete Nosal
<peted@nasaljeterlaw.coms; Desa Ballard <desab@desaballard.com>; Amanda Hilley <amandahilley@truslowlaw. com:
David Redding <dredding@reddingjones.coms

Subject: Re: Combis/Ballard--Nerth Carolina Order and Bond

2
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From: Douglis Trum& «'r.'lnuﬁla_struslnw@lrusir.:wlaw.c@;
f Sent: Friday, September 08, 2017 10:15 AM

To: Marisal Rivera; Joe Pellington; Pete Nosal

p Ce: Desa Ballard; Amanda Hilley, David Redding; Ty McTier
Subject: RE: Combis

Thank you, hawever, 2 mere “racéipt” is nat sufficient. | need 2 copy of the band that
was filed

From: Marisol Rivera [mailto:m rivera@reddinglones.com]

Sent: Friday, September 08, 2017 10:10 Ap

To: Douglas Truslow <douglastrusiow @ truslowlaw.com=; Jog Pellington

<jpellington @reddingjones.coms>; Pote Nosal < pete@nasalisterlaw.com>

Ce: Desa Ballar( <desab@desaballard.com>; Amanda Hilley
<amandahilley@truslowlaw.com=>, David Redding sdredding@raddingiones.coms; Ty
McTier <tmctier@reddingjones con>

Subject: RE: Combils

Al
Attached plegse find a copy of the Bond recelpt for your recards.

Many thanlks,

<imagel prg=

Marisol Rivera) Paralegrul
2907 Treavidenes Road, Suire 303
Chardowe, Noeth Capoling 28211
Phione dbax | (704 9002215

Empil | moverafdveddingiongs. com

s etilaw .o

From: Douglas Truslow mailte:douglastruslow@truslowlaw.com]

Sent: Friday, September 8, 2017 10:03 AM

To: loe Pellingtar <|pellington@reddingiones.com>; Pate Nosal
pete@nosalisterlaw. coms

Cc: Desa Ballard <desab@desaballard.coms: Amanda Hillay
<amandahlilley@truslowlaw.com=; David Redding <dreg ding@reddingjones.com>; Ty
MiTler <tmctier@reddingjones.coms; Marisol Rivera <mrivera@reddingjones.coms>
Subject: RE: Combis

Parsing words, such as needing “clarification” is going nowhere. It has the appearance
of dissembling. You certainly know what has been requested and why.  You know what
the true facts are now even if you did not know them hefare. Had you read the filg, |
would think you would know what the facts weare/are, but that appears to be moot at
this juncture. My client knows what the facts are. | agree with my client. The record
supparts my client’s position. Mow, on to samething else:

i
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Are you admitting/wil you stipulate that the “Bolex” is fake? Are we EDiNg to Have to
bring someone into court to venly that the “Rolex” is an obvious fake? Ifyou do not |
agree, please explain why nor. ‘\
|
|

And, your offering to pravide me with & mere “bend receipt” is cbviously insufficient,

Please stop playing games. Provide us with a copy of the filéd band that is in favor af

my client that was required. You should sernd it today. Infact, you should have sent it |
promptly after the judge rendered his decision approximately thrae weeks or so ago.

Sent: Thursday, September 07, 2017 5:16 P

To: Pete Nosal <pete@nosaljeterlaw.coms; Douglas Truslow

<douglastruslow @ruslowlaw, coms

Cc: Desa Ballard <desab@desaballard.com>; Amanda Hilley
<amandahl'llew_ﬁ1ruslnw|aw.cmn};_Dai.rid Redding <dredding@reddingiones.coms; Ty
McTier <tmetier@ reddingjones cam=; Marisol Rivera <mrivera@reddingjones.com=
Subject: Re: Combis

Peta,

lam not ignering Doug,
Paug,

| am not ignoring you,

First off, with regard to yaur previous emails, by my reading you have accused me of
perpetuating a fraud on the court. That is an incredible charge; and one that | unequivically
deny. If you think you have evidence that | have done so, produce it. If nat, orif |
misinerprated your previous emails, then | suggest you make It clear that you are not
making that accusation,

Secand, with regard to the part of your email that asks why haven't | provided resporises ko
your guestions, | have repeatedly told yau that | need clarification an some of the points you
have raised before | can answer and that it would be mare efficlent to discuss this over the
phone. Far the record, generally | am willing to respond in writing, however | tannat doso
when | have requested clarification but you have not pravided any.

Third, with regard to service, any mation, pleading, notice or other document filed and/or
served In 14-CP-29-306, whether directed to my client or not, should be sent ta me. Atter
reviewing the record, the issue with service arose when Ms, Ballard served subpoenas in the
2002-F5-259-415 matter, but | do nol believe that is an issue now. | am not refusing 1o accept
SETVICE,

Faurth, twill confer with my clients and provide patantial hea ring daties asap,

Fifth, by this email | am directing Ty McTier or Marisol Rivera to provide a copy of the bong
receipt. They will do 5o asap.

If there are-any issues | have not addressed, please let me know
Sinceraly,
loe

&
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"\ R, Pellington

Providence Rbad, Spite 4303

i . rlﬂﬂ.ﬂr Nmr[h_Car'luﬁnu 28211

| pirect & Fax | 704-200-2054

JEmail | pellingten@reddingjones.com

From: Pete Nosal <pete @nesaljeterlaw.canis

Date: Thursday, September 7. 2017 at 1:52 P

To: Douglas Truslow <d_oufz,la5trua!nw@truslﬂwlaw.l:@:v

Ce: Joe Pellington <ipellington@reddingjones.com=, Desa Ballard
<desab@desaballard.cam>, Amanda Hilley <amandahilley@trustowlaw coms
Subject: Re: Combis

loe,
Are you ignoring Mr. Truslow?
Fate

On Thu, Sep 7, 2017 at 1:35 Pnd, Douglas Truslow <fdouglastruslow@truslowlaw,.com> wrote:

Joe!

While what fallows is not a comprehensive list. a couple of things still need your immeadiate
attention. They need to be addrassed by you immediately, an inardinate amount of time
has already passad;

You have not responded to my recent emaills). Another week has now passed. Why have
you not responded? Have you addressed what | had Inquired about mast recently with
your clients? What is their response and why? Time is of the essence,

The judge has signed the RTSC ralative to the Issuas relative to the alleged Fake Rolex, st
(Crder granting Ms. Ballard's mation Lo compel). My paralegal will send You d copy, You
have the rest of the pertinent pleadings (and you were at the hearing), so | do not need to
restate my client's position again herein. A date for s hearing needs ta be set, Please
provide us with patential, unavaidable conflicts that you have in the next 60 days so that 3
hearing miy be set and held without further, unnecessary delay. | belipve your clients have
alreidy subymitted to the jursdiction of the caurt. Thus, | believe we can serve pleadings on
¥ou, since you are their attorney.  To avoeid any further, unnecessary and undue delay and
expense, however, | am asking again whether It is your contention that vau will refusa to
accept service. lgnoring this question, ducking service andl/or delaying a response will not
inure to your cllents’ benefit. | need a response withaut further delay

Finally, have your clients posted the band that was required in order ta stay execution on
the S800,000+/- fedaral court verdict? | need proof that they have done what the NC
court required of them in order to receive a stay of execution, If not, we need ta start the
process to have assets sold to satisty the verdict/judgment, The failure to respond has a
negative appearance, You should have provided us with the proof approximately throe
weeks ago by my client’s calculation. 1 ask again: Hawe they posted a band? If not, wiyy

I
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Amanda Hilley

= ———— ——= S RS e e
From: Hougias Truslow
Sent: Friday, Septernber 01, 2017 1042 Al
To: Joe Pallington; Pate Masal
Cc: Deza Ballard; Beth Cogan; Amanda Hilley; Marisol Rivers: David Rédding; Mara Ballard
Subject; RE: Petibon and Rule to Show Cause

Pete:
Thank yau for your input.

As to Pellington’s response to the effect that he disagrees “with everything you said”; all | can think to say at this point is
—wow, he ever denies that he has a file and that his partner was retained. It is no wonder we cannat get to rasalution,
You are correct. This Is getting weirder and weirder.

From: Joe Pellinglon [mailto:pellington@reddingjones.com]

Sent: Thursday, Aupust 31, 2017 5:38 PM

To: Pete Nosal <pete@nosaljeterlaw. coms

Cc: Desa Ballard <desab@desaballard.com=; Beth Cogan <Beth@desaballard comz: Amanda Hilley
<amandahilley@truslowlaw.com>; Marisol Rivera <mrivera@reddingjones.com>; David Redding
<dredding@reddingjones.com>; Mara Ballard <Mara@desaballard.com>: Douglas Trusiow
<douglastruslow@truslowlaw, com>

Subject: Re: Petition and Rule to Show Cause

| respecttully disagree with everything you said.

% REDDING | JONES

losaph R, Pellington

2907 Providence Road, Suite A303
Charlotte, Maorth Caraling 28211
Direct & Fax | 704-200-2054

Emall | |pellington@reddingjones.com

From: Pete Nosal <pete@nosaljeterlaw. corms

Date: Wednesday, August 30, 2017 at 335 PM

To: Douglas Truslow <douglastruslow @ truslowlaw corm>

Cc: Desa Ballard <dasab@desaballard cam», Joe Fellington <jpellington@ reddIngionss.com>, Beth Cogan

|
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A@desaballard.com>, Amanda Hi!l:!::lmanrlal‘-ilIewﬂ"rrllslowluw com>, Redding lones
ME;QMGME David Redding <dredding@reddingionas. can>, Mara Ballard <Mara@dessballard.cams
subject: Re: Petition and Rule to Show Cause

Doug,

Thank you for working to resolve this case. My clients are of the opinion that Mr. Pellington's responses ta yaur inguiries are
inappropriate, misguided, and an attempt to delay resolution of these matters, He has the file, has been invalved since hig
law partner, David Redding, was retained, and Is jerking you around.

Petar Mosal

Peter Mosal

Mosal & leter LLP

B52 Gold Hill Road, Unit 201
Feart Mifl, SC 29708

(BO3) 351-3587

Wi nasaljzterlaw cam

On Aug 30, 2007, &t 12:53 PM,; Douglas Treslow =douslastruslow@truslowlaw. com= wrote:

Joe:

lagres completely with what Desa has stated. With all due respect, it appears and | echo that you need
ta read and take heed of the content of your clients’ entire file and the circumstances in context. Parsing
wirds as to which lawyer for George, Diane and Chris A did or did nat do what gels us

nowhere. Likewise, not simply contacting your clients, but instead waiting yet another week to lat us
know if you can accept service s more of the same.

It you seriously think the list of documents | had recently requestad [after the delivery of the fake Rolex,
a cheap Saturday night special and the rolls of pennies and such) were the items required to be
produced per the Court’s order, you are ance again avoiding the issue and/or sadly mistaken. That said,
honaring my request would seemingly help you get to the truth of the matter Instead of what appears
to he further dissembling. For instance:

When and how did you become aware that it was a fake Rolex that was defivered to Desa? What was
delivered was obviously a fake. | have a hard time Imagining that you did not know it if you ever took
the time to look at it. Did you? Your clients have been fighting for yvears and through mary hearings
cortesting even producing the Rolex for inspectinn, They have acknowledgead all alonz that it was
indeed an expensive, Rolex watch. If it was indeed a cheap imitation all along, why nat Just praduce it
al some point before now and be done with it? If it was a gift, why not produce even one iota of
documentary proof? And, it would seemingly affard you and your clients some protection if sales,
purchases, and repairs of all your clients’ watches were produced, along with applicabile warranty and
insurance infaermation and such, You must know this information exists. For you to not even nguire is
mare than disappointing. Your clients may not have been ordered at this point to produce the
documentation , but your inquiry and praduction nonetheless would shed light on the issue and
perhaps absolve their counsel of criticism. If this is to be a search for the truth, you should welcame the
opportunity to produce everything an point. In fact, | should not have to ask. You should do it as a
matter of course.

The same holds true on the ane gun produced. And, it would seemingly afford you some protection if
you would produce all records regarding gun purchases and sales, insurance and such. Are you telling
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P e there was never more than M pun and that has always been your clients’ position? What is their
expl'anaﬁun fior each af the others that appear to be missing?

I could go on and on and say similar things regarding the pennies and such, but it too gets us
nowhere, This case has been going on for more than 4 years! it is beyond the time for resalution. #y
client is doing everything she can 1o reasonably resolve the issues,

Fram: Desa Ballard [mailto.desab@desaballard com]

Sent: Wednesday, August 30, 2017 12:30 PM

To: loe Pellington <|pellington@reddinginnes.com=>; Douglas Truslow
<douglastruslow@tryslowlaw.cam>; Beth Cogan <Bethi@desaballard.com>

Cc: Amanda Hilley <amandahilleyi@troslowlaw.conr=: Marisol Rivera <mrivera @ reddingionss. coms;
Pote Mosal =pete@@nosalieteriaw. coms: David Redding <dredd ing@ reddingiones. come; Beth Cogan
<Beth@desaballard com>; Mara Ballard <Mara@desaballard.com>

Subject; Petition and Rule to Show Cause

Mr. Pellington:

Poug is on the road in connection with a hearing (| believe he said in Charlestan) so he asked me to
respond an his behalf, Your file should reflect our repeated attempts to obtain truthful and accurate
infarmation from your clients, as far back as the earlier representation by Mr. Bridgmen, and the
numeraus times agreements to produce items for us which were later refused or simply

ipnored. Further efforts to obtain their veluntary cooperation has been fruitless for quite some time.

M, Truslow's Rule 11 consultation with you specifically peinted aut that the items produced in respanse
to the order to compel were fakes, which pravided you with all the information you needed to allow
them to remeady the situation. Mr. Truslow simply suggested some evidence you could review to verify
that your clients were attampting a fraud on the court by producing the junk they produced to

me. They might have tooled you, but they didn't fool us.

db

From: Joe Pellington [mallto:ipellington@ reddinglones.com)|

Sent: Wednesday, August 30, 2017 10:08 AM

To: Douglas Truslow <douglastruslow@irusiowtaw coms; Desa Ballard <desabiidacaballard com>; Beth
Copan <Beth@desaballard . come

Ce: Amanda Hilley <amandahilley@truslowlaw . coms; Marisol Rivera esmrivera@reddinglones.coms,
Pete Nosal <pete@nasalietarlaw.cams David Redding <dredding@raddingjones.coms=

Subject: Re: Proposed Grder from Hearing 7-31-2017

Do,

I am just now getting the chance to review and respond to your email. My clients take the general position
that they deny any wrongdoing and contend that they have complled with the subpoena. 1f you do ot mind,
wiuld you please clarify some of the paints you raised:

"Opposing counsel have been over this so many times that further discussion gets us nowhere": As
best as | can recall, this email thread is the first time you and | have discussed this matter. | assume
by "opposing counsel” you are talking about my clients” previous counsel? If you would, please
clarify.
3
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“Your clients has not ekplained the discrepency™ | assume the discrepancies are those raised in
your motion. Are there any other discrepancies Lhan those raised in your mation?

"Counsel has been given ample opportunity to make appropriate inguiry and make this right or at
least shed more light on the ssue. More could be said, however it has proven futile.: | do not
understand what you mean here, or who you are referring to. |f you would, please clarify,
Regarding any service related issues, [ will respond asap after | consult with my clients.

Lastly, regarding yeur Rule 11 certification in your motion, my recellection is your only attempt to
resolve this matter (after my clients produced the gun/coins/watch) is your email below on August
17th. Inresponse, | offered to discuss this matter further, however you declined. Therefore, |

cantend that your Rule 11 certification is incorrect, and | again am extending the olive branch to try
and resolve this matter.

| understand this case has a long history and that you have been invelved for a lot longer than |
have, and | ask you remember the same. [ do not know what your previous dealings were like with
my clients’ previous counsel, however since we have been working together an this case for a
relatively short period of time, | want to make it clear that | am interested in facilitating resalutions
to the extent we can find common ground.

| am in a depasition all day today, however | am available mast of this week and next. | hope that
we can discuss this matter further,

Sincerely,

loe

=imageli1 png=

loseph R, Pellington

2507 Providence Road, Suite A303
Charlotte, North Carelina 28211
Direct & Fax | 704-200-2054

Emall | jpallington@reddingiones cam

From: Douglas Truslow <douglastruslow@ truslowlaw.coms

Date: Thursday, August 24, 2017 at 10:57 AM

To: Joe Pellington <jpellington@reddingiones.com=, Desa Ballard <desab@desaballard.com>, Beth
Copan <Beth@desaballard . com=

4
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ce: amanda Hillay -:aman-:lah|HL-£.'T|'uslu::wlaw.t_'un]}, Redding lones <mrivera@redding jones caom =
pete Nosal <peto(@nosalieterlaw.com>, David Redding <dredding @ eddingenes com>
subject: RE: Froposed Order from Hearing 7-31-2017

My client clearly does not agree.  Opposing counsel have baen over this so many times that further
discussion gets us powhere, For but ane example, the watch produced is not Pap's. Itisa fake. You
and I bath know there are ather lirearm(s), but only one “Saturday night spucial"' was produced. Your
clients has not explained the discrepancy. Counsel has been given ample opportunity to make
appropriate inguiry and make this right or at least shed more light on the issue. More could be said,
however It has proven futile. The maost appropriate thing to do is for Ms. Ballard to file a RTSC and then
let the court decide the issues after a hearing. | will now be representing Me, Ballard for this issue. In
Lthat regard, can you accept service an behalf of your clients of a RTSC or is Ms, Ballard zoing 1o

be forced to chase them down?

Sent: Friday, August 18, 2017 2:21 PM

To: Douglas Truslow <douslastiuslow@truslowlaw.com>; Desa Ballard <dlesab@desaballard.com>; Beth
Cogan <Beth@desuballard. coms

Ce: Amanda Hilley <amandahilley@truslowlaw.com=; Marisol Rivera <mrivera @raddingjones.coms:
Pete Nasal <pste@nosalisteriaw coms>; David Redding <dredding@reddingjones com=

Subject: Re: Proposed Order from Hearing 7-31-2017

Baug,

We provided you with the items that were in the Combis’ passession that were respansiveto the
subpoenas, Based on my reading of what was asked far In the subpoenas and what was ordered by the
court, my clients have complied. |f you disagres, please let me know why you think my clients have nat
camplied,

Itis my opinian that the information you are asking for now is beyonid what was requested in the subpoenas
and what was ordered by the court, | am willing 1o work with you to resolve the discrepancies you mention
below, however | need more information,

Please feel fren to call me next weck, 1 think it will be easier to discuss the issues you raised over the phone.

Sincarely,

low

<imaga001 png=

loseph R. Pellington

2807 Providence Road, Suite 4303
Charlotte, Narth Carolina 28211
Direct & Fax | 704-200-2054

Email | Ipellington @ addinglones, com
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S Email | pellington @reddglone !u'_n

From: Diesy Ballard <desabi@dezaballard, coms

Date: Tuesday, August 8, 20017 at 6:30 PM

To: Douglas Truslow <douglastruslow@ruslowlaw. coms, loe Pellington
<|pellingtan@reddingjonas.com=, Beth Cogan <Beth@desaballard.coms>
Cec: Amanda Hilley <amandahlley@ truslowlaw, com

Subject: Re: Proposed Order from Hearing 7-31-2017

Gentleman
Trying to take a few days off, | assume your chents will want pictures and perhaps an inventory of the ilems
but | need the items delivered to my office for appraisal, We are open 2:30 to 5:30 Monday through Friday

except this weelk we are closed on Friday far some renovation wark.

It weuld be helpful if we knew when the jtems will be delivered. We keep the daors locked but there sre
cameras and buzzers to open both doars. Just ring the bell,

Offlces don'l get much smaller than mine ar Mr Truslow's,

In ane of the several sults he filed against me Mr, Bridgmon served the pleadings via FedEx at our strest
atldress with a signed receipt, That worked pretty well,

Bantyia e Sdingnng Galaxy Nates, an AR 4G LTE smartohana

—— Original message
Fram: Douglas Trustow <douglastruslow @ truslowlaw. coms=

Date: 8/8/17 4:13 PM (M T-05:00)

To:doe Pellington <jpellington@reddingjones.com>, Beth Cogan =Bethidesaballard. com>

Subject: RE: Proposed Order from Hearing 7-31-2017

| assure you that | will not be a problem. That said, and just an observation in an attempt te perhaps be
helpful — George could easily and relatively inexpensively have a courier service deliver the items and
te done with it. There are certainly a number of such services in Charlotte.

From: loe Pellington |mailto: pellington@radding o nes. com|

Sent: Tuesday, August 08, 2017 3:54 PM

To: Dovglas Trustow <douglastruslow@truslowlaw.com>; Beth Copan <Beth@desaballard.com>
Ce: Desa Ballard <desab@desaballard.com>; Amanda Hilley <amandahilley@truslowlaw cam>
Subject: Re: Proposed Order from Hearing 7-31-2017

lunderstand this is Desa’s call, and if other arrangements can be made, | assure you that someone slse will
transport the items to Calumbia. But as you know, we are 2 small firm, and | cannot promise we will have

that aplian
!
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since | |ust learned that | mizht be recpansible for my mem's care, | ligured | should fot ¥ou know
immediatealy

<imagelil prg=

Joseph R. Pellingtan

2907 Providence Road, Sujte AL03
Charlotte, Noith Caroling 782 L1
Direct & Fax | 704-200-2054

Emall | eellington @ reddingjanes. cam

From: Douglas Truslow <l:|0uj.a.'aELruﬁwa@LrU:‘JquElw.{‘.Lﬂ?

Date: Tuesday, August 8, 2017 at 350 P

To: loe Pellingtan qj;@unmarl@r@ddinmm195.41':-111}, Beth Cogan <Beth@desaballard coms>
Ce: Desa Ballard «:deuah@de&abaliard.;mh. Amanda Hilley fﬂﬂ|1['Ja|"|iflE‘.l'@lrLrSm-.Mlﬂw.l:CHE)
Subject: RE: Proposad Order fram Hearing 7-31-2017

Itis not my call in this instance. That said, | was under the impression that Desa has insisted that the
itemns be deliverad to her dnd the sooner the better, After all, it has been a problem now for at |east
FOUR years or so, It would seem that aparalegal could easily deliver the items well befars the 15th and
=dVE everyane time and energy that could be belter spent on athar issies, but again that is nat my call,

From: Joe Pellingtan lmailI:::l:Iuellln;:tm&_@iuddldmImle-s.t:ﬂ]

Sent: Tuesday, August 08, 2017 3:40 P

To: Douglas Truslow ﬁduuﬁastrusloﬂt@:nﬂuﬂumb; Beth Cogan <:BEr'h@duwha!larcl.cnrn;—
Cc: Desa Ballard <desab@desaballard.com>: Amanda Hilley <amandahilley @ truslowlaw coms
Subject: Re: Proposed Order fram Hearing 7-31-2017

Doug/Desa,

With respect to Doug's requast in hold, | will provide a FESpOnse asap. | am not making any representations
at this time,

It is going to be hard to compiy with the arder if Desa is out of town until August 15th {which is the day my
clients are ordered to produce), Assy MINg we cannot come to an agreement on an alternate method of
productien, can the itemis he left at her office if she is not there?

Additionally, if pictures and descriptions ara insufficient and | have te drive down to Caly mhbia, thera is
Anather matter that has just arisen that | need to make you aware of. My mam is.having lmes replacement
strgery next Monday. Crriginally, my dad Was going to take her to and fram the hospital, howaver jt Appears
he will be out of town an business that day. If he is out of town, | may need your courtesy far a short informal
extension sa | can take care of my mom. | will keep vou apprised of that situation,

Sincerely,
lae
<imagedi! png=

Joseph R. Pellington
28907 Providence Roadl, Suite AdNG
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Charlotte, Morth Caroling 28211 .
pirect & Fax | 704 200- 2054
emall | {pellington@reddingjones com

From: Douglas Truslow <doupglastruslaw@truslowlaw.coms

Date: Tuesday, August B, 7017 a1 12:11 P

To: Beth Cogan <Beth@desaballard .com>, loe Pellington <jpellington@ reddingjones.coni>
Ce: Desa Ballard <desab@desaballard com=, Amanda Hilley <amandahilley@truslowlaw com>
Subject: RE: Propused Order from Hearing 7-31-2017

I have not lalked to Desa abiout your email (| understand she is on vacation), but from the contentious
histary of this case, | would think she would NOT be Inclined to agree to your proposal at this late

stage. | will leave it to her to respond. That said and to try to move forward, | think she would want the
following answered before even considering what you have proposed, so you might as well provide
what (s set farth below in bold immediately:

Are you now saying they have all the items? What items do they have, describing them in

detail. Where the items are now specifically located/who has possession of thern and why and for
how long. If you or your clients have had the items appraised or insured, you need that
documentation or indicate why it has not been done. And, send photos immediately.

Again, | do not imagine that Desa will accept your proposal, but that will ultimately be for her to say. |
expect you will need to respond to her as indicated without any further delay, Otherwise, you have the
court’s order, 5o it would seem to me that you need to produce the items immediately unless you hear
otherwise.

From: Beth Cogan [mailte:Bethdldesaballard.com)|

Sent: Tuesday, August 08, 2017 11:45 AM

To: loe Pellington <jpellingten@reddingjones.com>

Ce: Douglas Truslow <dauvglastruslow@truslowlaw.com>: Desa Ballard <desab@desaballard.coms
Subject: RE: Proposed Order from Hearing 7-31-2017

Mr. Pellington,
Pesa is out of the office this week on vacation.  Please look for a response upon her return to
the office on Monday.

Kindest Regards,
-Heth

Beth Cogan, Paralegal

Ballard & Walson, Attorneys al Law
Post Office Box G338

West Columbia, South Carolina 20169
"3, 796,9290

503,796, 1066 Facsimile
beth@desaballard, com

el
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Twwn e Fallard.com ’
From: lee Pellington [mallte:jpellingtan@reddingjones.com]
Sent: Tuesday, Augus! 8, 2017 531 A

To: Desa Ballard <desab@desanallard. com>

Ce: Douglas Truslow <douglastruslowiairuslowlaw com>
Subject: FW: Prioposed Orcder from Hearing 7-31-2017

Desa,

Please let me know if your appraiser will accept pictures and detailed descriptions in liew of producing the
actual items, In thealternative, soas notto put the bu rden an wou, Lam willing to contact the appraiser
directly and report back to you what he/she says, If you are agreeable to that, please send me that person's
contact information

sincerely,
loe

=imageld] png=

Joseph R. Pellington

2807 Providence Road, Suite A302
Charlotte, North Carolina 28211
Dhrect & Fax | 704-200-2054

Email | jpellington@reddingfones com

From: "Gibbons, Brian Law Clerk (William C. Corbett)" <bgibbonslc@sccourts,ong>

Date: Tuesday, August 8, 2017 at 8:22 AM

To: Douglas Truslow <dougiastruslow @ truslowlaw.coms, Besa Ballard <desab@desaballard . conms,
"Gibbons, Brian M." <BGIbbonsi@scoourts.orgs

Cec: Pete Mosal <pete@nosalieterlaw.com=, Mara Ballard <Mara@desaballard . com, Beth Cogan
=Beth@desaballard.com=, loe Pellington <jpellington@reddingjones.com=, Beth Cogan

Subject: RE: Proposed Order from Hearing 7-31-2017

Allx

In regards to the Mation to compel, Judge Gibbons accepted Ms. Ballard's proposed order with
amendments. | have attached an unfiled copy of the erder, Far any reason you need the arder clockad

befare next Monday, our secretary [s on vacation this week so you will need to come retrisve
it, Otherwise, it will be filed whan Mary returns. Please let me know if you have any questions.

Hest,

Cyrus Corbet

Fram: Douglas Truslow [maillodeuglastruslow@truslowlaw.com|
Sent: Wednesday, August 2, 2017 9:54 AM
To: Desa Ballard <desab@desaballard coms=; bgibbuns@sccourts.arg, Gibbans, Brian Law Clerk (William

L0
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.P-
Corbett] = hEMJMf@_‘-L@'_'?_rS >
'c;: Pt Mosal <gﬂ'@ﬂ;@im_ﬁﬂﬁu.'mm>; Mara Ballard <%g@desaI:alla.-'fi_.@w, Beth Cagan
<Beth@dasaballard.com>; jop Pellinstan flj.lEJ_lﬂg{m:'EddiiIj;{jg'_lljﬂgm}; Beth Cogan
cl'iethgctrdrﬂ:ahaLarwma Mara Ballard <hMara @desaballard. coms

Subject: RE: Proposed Order from Hearing 7-31-2017
ludee Gibhons:

I thee matter | am involved In, Plaintiff is also seeking sanctions. That does nat need to be diddressed 4t
this point. | agree with Ms. Ballard in all respacts.

From: Desa Ballard [_rn_a:l@@b_@_@@balfard.crﬂ]

sent: Wednesday, August 02, 2017 9:26 AM

To: 'I}Eﬂ'bbﬂnﬁ@.‘if:f:ﬂl.ll'ts.{‘:_rg_; I:ug'rL1h|:r|‘|slc!ﬁ55£cuur‘rs_.mrE

Ce: Dauglas Truslow «:@g@;‘trﬁm_w@luﬂwliwm}; Pete Nasal <mu;‘__u_""_r.1@he_n;~rl_awm:s; Marg
Ballard <Mara @desaballard com>; Beth Cogan <Be tJl,‘adESﬂ}”ﬂJﬂrﬂ}; loe Pellington
-:jpellir:gmn@reddingiune;.mm:; Beth Cogan <Beth@desaballard o= Marg Ballard
<Mara@desaballard coms

Subject: RE: Proposed Order from Hearing 7-31 2017

Judge Gibbons:
| thought this was the easy part, Sorry. Lawyer usually wark out the details themselyes,

Ispecifically request g determination that oyr muatian for sanctions be hald in abeyance, D‘therwme, |
will have to re-file the motian,

Desa Ballarg

From: Joe Pellington [mailto: [Jeljr_'lgﬁmuﬁﬂrildfng'unes.mmJ

sent: Wednesday, Algust 02, 2017 9:18 A

Tu:ggibl:rﬂnsgmscmurts.gg; beibbonslc Sccourts.org
Ce: Douglas Trusluw<@ug1gs@$lnwﬁeﬂtru_ﬂpwiavium:-; Pete Nosal -:_@tg@uma@erf_aw.mrg:-: Mara

Ballard <Mara{r'ﬂrlesahallard.mm}; Beth Cogan -r:ﬂéthrﬁ."crer,ahallarcl.r:mm:r; Desa Ballard

= —_—

-:des&b[cuuesahallard.cgﬂ?
Subject: Re: Proposed Order from Hearing 7-31.2017

ludge Gihbaons:

position,

Further, in the interesty of resalving this dispute efficiently and withaut Uhnecessary cost Hneluding further
ludicial interventian), | think mare time than Mz, Ballard talls for In her order s required. The reasan Is that
the "ltems" (as defined in my order| are vaguely dascribed in the subpoenas. My plan Is to work with Ms.
Ballard to ensure that the ltems are properly Identified, and to the extent possible, ather identifying
information can be sent 1o the appraiser so no ona has to physically transport the items from Charlatte to
Columbia.

if any changes are required by the Court, lam happy o incorporate tham

i8]
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Amanda HiIIe_}r
= — — —— - - E

rom;
ent:
a:

Cc:

Subject:

Judpe G

Meal Truslow

Monday, Septeniber 11, 2017 2:04 PM

BGibhunsj@sccourts.ong, bgibbonslc@scoourts org: Pete Nosal: Marg Ballard: Bath
Cogan; Desa Ballard; mrivera@ reddingjones.com; tmctisr @reddingjones.com
Douglas Truslow, amanda Hilley, Mackenzie Woordward

RE: Combis/Ballard  Mation far Protective Crder

ibhans:

My father/law partner is stuck in Charleston dealing with the aftareffects of Irma and no longer has powerfinternet. He
was approsed of M. Pellington’s email below and has asked that | iInform the Court that Mr. Pellington’s assertions

Below

re incorrect

The priar deposition of Mr. Combis was taken in the Federal case {0:14-cv-01839-1FA Ballard &t al v, Combis et
al). In this separate and distinct action that Ms, Ballard has filed for fees, Ms. Ballard has noticed Mr. Combis’
deposition because buth Mr. Combis and his counsel have a history of non-cooperation. Mr. Combis has even
caunterclaimed in this matter, 5o it is disingenuous to suggest that this is not a separate actian.

Ms. Ballard brought an action for fees in the prabate Court and she also filed a Motion to Compe! (which you
granted) due to Mr. Combis failure to honor this Court's orders. There isa Rule to Show Cause Qrder (which you
have signed and is now filed).

ILis noteworthy that Mr. Combis avoided the taking of this depnsition in the Federal case for over six manths,
Buth Mr. Cembis and his counsel have not met their obligations and have jerked Ms, Ballard around terribly,
Counsel's current motion is yet another example of the illegitimate tactics that have been employed by Mr.
Combis and his counsel

In consideration of the facts of this case, he asks that you dispatch with Mr. Pellinglon’s request appropriately,

Respectfully,

Meal

Meal [,

Aeus o

ATTORNEY AT AW

Truslim

& |ruslow, PLAL

Phone: 803.256.6276
Fax: 803236 7659

Wehyite

s htpedtwaw s losy I com!

Emadl; pealtrostivwadeuslow low.com

Physical Address:
P14 Richland Street, Ste. B-102
Columbia, SC 2020

Mailing Address:

PO Box

[463

Calumbia, SC 29202

1
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AL & PRIVILEGED @

erwise indicated or obvious from the nature of the above communication, the information contained heieiniis
~client privileged and conlidential information/work product. The communication is imtended for the use of the
dunl or entity named above, 1f the reader of this transmission is not the intended recipient, vou are hereby notified
any dissemnination, distribution or copying of this communication i steietly prohibited, IFyou haye received this

gmmunication in error or are not sure whether it is privileged, please mnmediately notify us by retim g-mail and destroy
any copics, electronic or otherwise, which vou may have of this communication,

——Qriginal Message-—

Fram: Douglas Truslow

Sent Manday, Septembear 11, 2017 1:50 PM

Ta: Neal Trustow <nealtruslow @ truslowlaw.com>

Subject: FW: Cembis/Ballard — Motion for Protective Order

—-Qriginal Message—--

From: Jee Pellington [mailto:jpellington @reddingjones.com]

Sent: Manday, Septembear 11, 2017 110 g

To: Gibbans, Brian M. <BGibbons|@sccourts.org>

Ce: Gibbons, Brian Law Clerk (William C. Corbett) <bgibbonslc@sccourts arg>; Douglas Truslow
douglastruslow®@truslowlaw.com = Pete Nosal <pete@nosaljeterlaw.com; Mara 8allard <Mara@desaballard.comz;
Beth Cogan <Beth@desaballard,com>; Desa Ballard <tlesab@desabiallard coms: Marisol Rivera
<mrivera@reddingjones.com=; Ty McTier <tmctier@reddingiones.coms

Subject: Combis/Ballard - Mation for Protective Order

Judge Gibhons,

Please find attached Mr. Combis' motion for pratective arder for your review and consideration, As set forth |n the
motion, Mr. Combis contends that Plaintiff is seeking to Lake his deposition, for the secand time, in violation of Rules 26
and 30 of the SCRCP,

From a scheduling standpoint, Plaintiff did not consult with my office prior to noticing the deposition. If they had, |
would have informed them that Lam unavailable this week to defend Mr. Combis. On Wednesday, the day the
depasition is noticed, | am taking two previously schedulad depasitions in North Carofina. Despite notification of the
substantive objection made Lo taking the deposition, and my unavallability to appear this week, it is my understa nding
that Plaintiff still intends to appear at Mr, Nosal's office an Wednesday.

Sincerely,

lne Pellington

loseph R, Pellingion
2907 Providence Road, Suite A303
Charlotte, Morth Caroling 28211
Direct & Fax | 704-200-2054
Fmall | jpellington@reddingiones.com
2
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Amanda dilley

_— —— — —— = ']
From: Gibbons, Brian M. <BGibbansj@sccourts.ong »
Sent; Monday, Septembier 11, 2017 3:d1 PM
To: Fete Mosal
Ce: Joe Pellington; Gibbons, Brian Law Clerk (William € Carbett); Pouglas Trustow; Mara
Ballard; Beth Cogan; Desa Ballard; Mansol Rivera: Ty McTier Neal Truslow
Subject: Fe: Combis/Ballard -- Mation for Protective Order

The Mation for Protective Order is denied. The deposition shall go forward. Please act and prepare accordingly,
ludge Gibbons

Sent from my IPhons

On 5ep 11, 2017, at 3:18 PM, Pete Nosal <pete@nosaljeterlaw.com<mailto:pete@nosaljieterlaw.com=> wrote:
ludge Gibhons,

The recard in this case speaks for itself. | believe Ms, Ballard is attempting to biring this case to a close.

My clients had ta re-engage to me to respond to Mr. Combis's counterclaims, so it is their position that this case is a new
matter. Assiuch, they believe Mr. Combis's motion is anather attemnpt to delay,

Peter Nosal

On Mon, Sep 11, 2017 at 1:10 PM, loe Pellington
<jpellington@reddingjones com<mailto jpellington@reddingjones.com== wrote:
Judge Gibhcns,

Please find attached Mr. Combis®1 motian far protective order for your review and consideration. As set forth in the
motian, Mr. Combis contends that Plaintiff is seeking to take his deposition, for the second time, in vialation of Rules 26
and 30 of the SCRCP,

From a scheduling standpoint, Plaintiff did nat consult with my office prior to noticing the depositian. If they had, |
would have informed them that | am unavailable this week to defend Mr. Combis. On Wednesday, the day the
deposition is noticed, | am taking two previously scheduled depositions in North Carolina. Pespite notification of the
substantive objection made to taking the deposition, and my unavailability to appear Lhis week, it Is my understanding
that Plalntiff still Intends to appear at Mr. Nosal*1s office on Wednesday.

Sincerely,

lae Pellingtan

Joseph R Pellingtan
2907 Providence Road, Suite A303
Charlette, North Carglinag 28211

1
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF LANCASTER

IN THE MATTER OF ESTATE
OF CHRIS COMBIS,

Desa Ballard, as Personal Representative
of the Estate of Chris Combis,

Petitioner,
VS.

George Combis, Chris A. Combis,
Diane Combis,

Respondents.

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
Case No.: 2014-CP-29-00306

PETITIONER’S RESPONSE
TO RESPONDENTS’ MOTION
TO RECONSIDER

N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N

In response to Respondents’ Motion to Reconsider of October 31, 2019, Petitioner would

show that overwhelming evidence was presented and was properly considered by this Court. The

Court made the correct decision which is now part of the record. Respondents are unnecessarily

running up legal fees. If a hearing is required, Petitioner intends to submit a supplemental brief.

Columbia, South Carolina
November 13, 2019

Truslow & Truslow Law Firm

S/ Douglas N. Truslow

DOUGLAS N. TRUSLOW
Attorneys for Petitioner

P.O. Box 1465

Columbia, SC 29202

(803) 256-6276

Fax (803) 256-7659
douglastruslow@truslowlaw.com

ROA 1153
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R ECEIVE])
Mar 182021

Certificate of Counsel SC Court of Appeals

The undersigned counsel for Appellants certifies that, in accordance with Rule 210(c),

SCACR, this Record on Appeal contains all material proposed to be included by any party that

was presented to the lower court and not any other material. The undersigned also certifies that

this Record on Appeal complies with the Supreme Court of South Carolina’s Revised Order

Concerning Personal Identifying Information and Other Sensitive Information in Appellate Court

Filings 1ssued April 15, 2014.

ROA 1154

Respectfully submitted,
REDDING JONES, PLLC

s/ Ty K. McTier
Ty K. McTier (S.C. Bar #102900)
Joseph R. Pellington (S.C. Bar
#100490)
2907 Providence Road, Suite 303
Charlotte, NC 28211
(770) 900-2215

McCOY LAW FIRM, LLC

Brian S. McCoy, Esq. (S.C. Bar
#2155)

378 E. Main Street

Rock Hill, SC 29730

(803) 366-2280 Phone

Attorneys for Appellants



RECE

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA Mar 182021

In The Court of Appeals
APPEAL FROM LANCASTER COUNTY SC Court Of Ap p eals

Court of Common Pleas
Brian M. Gibbons, Circuit Court Judge

Appellate Case No. 2020-000021

In the Matter of the Estate of Chris Combis,
Desa Ballard, as Personal Representative of the Estate of Chris Combis,
Respondent
V.
George Combis, Diane Combis, and Chris Combis,
Defendants,
Of Whom, George Combis and Chris Combis are the
Appellants,

PROOF OF SERVICE

I, Ty K. McTier, certify that a a true and correct copy of the Record on Appeal was served
on all parties of record listed below by e-mail listed on the Attorney Information System pursuant
to South Carolina Court of Appeals Order No. 2020-000447(g)(3):

Douglas N. Truslow (douglastruslow(@truslowlaw.com)
Neal D. Truslow (nealtruslow(@truslowlaw.com)

Truslow & Truslow Law Firm
Attorneys for Respondent

THIS the 24th  day of February, 2021.

REDDING JONES, PLLC

s/Ty K. MCTier
Ty K. McTier (S.C. Bar #102900)
2907 Providence Road, Suite 303
Charlotte, North Carolina 28211
Telephone/Fax: (704) 900-2215
tmctier@reddingjones.com
Attorney for Appellants






