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ISSUE PRESENTED 
 
 Trial counsel erred in failing to conduct appropriate investigations into matters of defense 

on petitioner’s behalf.  



2 
 

STATEMENT 
 
 Petitioner Monquez J. Young pled guilty to attempted murder, possession of a weapon 

during the commission of a crime, use of a firearm while under the influence, throwing bodily 

fluids, and discharging a firearm at or into a dwelling during the March 2018 term of the 

Spartanburg County General Sessions Court before Judge J. Derham Cole. Petitioner was 

sentenced to an aggregate thirty-year prison term, suspended upon a sentence of fifteen years. 

Petitioner was represented at the plea proceeding by Charles William Snyder and James A. 

Cheek, and Assistant Solicitor Spencer Holloran Smith appeared on behalf of the state. App. 1-

34. Petitioner did not enjoy the benefit of a direct appeal in the case. 

 Petitioner filed a PCR application with the Spartanburg County Office of the Clerk of 

Court on September 4, 2018. App. 36-43. The respondent filed a return dated August 8, 2019, 

requesting that a PCR hearing be held in the case App. 44-53.  

 A PCR hearing was convened on October 11, 2019, at the Spartanburg County 

Courthouse before Judge G. Thomas Cooper, Junior. Petitioner was present at the hearing and 

represented by Rodney W. Richey, Esquire, and Assistant Attorney General Jacob A. Isenberg 

appeared on behalf of the state. App. 54-78. On May 11, 2020, Judge Cooper issued an Order of 

Dismissal in the case. App. 80-96. 

 Petitioner appealed Judge Cooper’s Order of Dismissal. This petition follows.
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ARGUMENT 
 
 Trial counsel erred in failing to conduct appropriate investigations into matters of defense 

on petitioner’s behalf.  

 At trial, the solicitor apprised the plea judge of the facts of the case. Apparently, 

petitioner fired a gunshot into the arm of the dweller of a certain apartment located in 

Spartanburg County on June 30, 2017. App. 19, l. 7 – p. 21, l. 9. 

 During the PCR hearing held in the case, petitioner testified that there was a scuffle and 

the gun went off, which meant there was a possibility of certain defenses and negotiations on the 

charges that could have been developed if counsels had thoroughly investigated his case, Also, 

petitioner alleged that counsels failed to show him the discovery materials in the case.  App. 59, 

l. 13 – p. 61, l.22; App. 63, l. 17- p. 64, l. 22. Petitioner added that counsels in effect coerced a 

plea by threatening him with a thirty-year sentence in the event of a trial if he did not take the 

plea and the fifteen-year sentence offered. App. 65, lines 4-18. 

 Trial counsels testified at the PCR hearing and stated that they reviewed the discovery 

materials with petitioner and looked into the facts and evidence from the case. App.  67, l. 5 – p. 

68, l.1; App. 70. 1 – p. 71, l.22. Tr. 75, lines 8-23.  

             Counsel has a duty to conduct investigations into a defendant’s case. Strickland v. 

Washington, 466 U.S. 668 (1984). In Kolle v. State, 386 S.C. 578; 690 S.E.2d 73 (2010), the 

Court held that the outcome of the suppression hearing in the case would have had a different 

outcome if counsel had obtained pertinent discovery materials and obtained all investigative 

reports and affidavits in order to present a valid case on the issue of whether exigent 

circumstances justified the officers’ forced entry into the defendant’s apartment. In Hill v. 

Lockhart, 474 U.S. 52 (1985), the Court held as follows:  
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