
 
 

 
THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

In the Court of Appeals 
______________________________ 

 
APPEAL FROM GREENVILLE COUNTY 

Court of Common Pleas 
 

The Honorable Perry H. Gravely 
Thirteenth Judicial Circuit 

______________________________ 
 

Case No. 2020-CP-23-04644 
Appellate Case No. 2021-000265 

______________________________ 
 
Sula Adams,    ....................................................................................................... Appellant, 
   

v. 
 
PennyMac Loan Services, LLC; The United States of America, 
acting by and through its agency, The Secretary of Housing and 
Urban Development; Lanier Law Firm, LLC; Abby Robertson; 
Investors Title Insurance Company;  
and Equifax, LLC,  .......................................................................................... Respondents. 
 
  

______________________________________ 
 

RESPONDENT INVESTORS TITLE INSURANCE 
COMPANY’S MOTION TO DISMISS APPEAL 

______________________________________ 
     

Pursuant to the South Carolina Appellate Court Rules, Respondent Investors Title 

Insurance Company (“Investors Title”), by and through its undersigned counsel, hereby moves the 

Court for an order dismissing this appeal as to Investors Title.   

This motion is based on the following: 

1. On February 3, 2021, the trial court entered its Order of Dismissal granting 

numerous motions to dismiss filed by various defendants including a motion to dismiss filed by 
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Investors Title. The Order of Dismissal was received by all counsel that day pursuant to the South 

Carolina Judicial Department’s e-filing system. 

2. Appellant was therefore required to serve her Notice of Appeal on all counsel on or 

before March 5, 2021.  Rule 203(b)(1), SCACR. 

3. The first time the undersigned counsel for Investors Title learned of an appeal was 

pursuant to an e-mail from the South Carolina Court of Appeals dated March 16, 2021, a copy of 

which is attached as Exhibit A. On that same day, the undersigned counsel for Investors Title 

attempted to retrieve the Notice of Appeal from the South Carolina Appellate Case Management 

System.  Instead of finding a Notice of Appeal, the undersigned was able to retrieve only an 

Amended Notice of Appeal filed with the South Carolina Court of Appeals on March 9, 2021, a 

copy of which is attached as Exhibit B. 

4. According to the Amended Proof of Service attached to the Amended Notice of 

Appeal, it appears the Amended Notice of Appeal was served on counsel for numerous parties on 

either March 4 or March 5, 2021. The Amended Proof of Service says it was served on counsel, 

including counsel for Investors Title, “by depositing a copy of same in the United States Mail, 

postage pre-paid on March 4, 2021, addressed to the Respondents’ Attorneys of record” . . . 

“respectively, at their above addresses.”  Notably, while the Amended Proof of Service contains 

addresses for other counsel representing other parties, the undersigned’s address is located 

nowhere on the Amended Proof of Service.  The undersigned’s address is not referenced in any 

document filed by Appellant with the South Carolina Court of Appeals. This, of course, shows 

why the undersigned never received any Notice of Appeal.   

5. “A notice of appeal shall be served on all respondents within thirty (30) days after 

receipt of written notice of entry of the order or judgment.”  Rule 203(b)(1), SCACR. 
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6.  “The notice of appeal shall be filed with the clerk of the lower court and the clerk 

of the appellate court within ten (10) days after the notice of appeal is served.” Rule 203(d)(1)(B), 

SCACR. In addition, the notice filed with the appellate court shall be accompanied by “[p]roof of 

service showing that the notice has been served on all respondents .” Id. 

7. The Notice of Appeal “shall contain” the “names, mailing addresses, and telephone 

numbers of all attorneys of record and the names of the party or parties represented by each.”  Rule 

203(e)(1)(E), SCACR. 

8.  This appeal must be dismissed as to Investors Title because Appellant failed to 

perfect her appeal by failing to serve counsel for Investors Title with a Notice of Appeal as required 

by the South Carolina Appellate Court rules.  Taking the Amended Proof of Service at face value, 

the Amended Notice of Appeal was served by mailing it to various addresses of the attorneys 

representing various parties, but the address for the undersigned was not listed, meaning 

Appellant’s Amended Proof of Service shows on its face that Appellant failed to serve the 

Amended Notice of Appeal (including the initial Notice of Appeal) on the undersigned as counsel 

for Investors Title.  

9. Also, Appellant failed to file any Notice of Appeal with the Greenville County 

Court of Common Pleas as required by the South Carolina Appellate Court rules. 

10. These defects are jurisdictional. See Camp v. Camp, 386 S.C. 571, 574-75, 689 

S.E.2d 634, 636 (2010) (“Service of the notice of appeal is a ‘jurisdictional requirement, and this 

[c]ourt has no authority to extend or expand the time in which the notice of intent to appeal must 

be served.’” (quoting Mears v. Mears, 287 S.C. 168, 169, 337 S.E.2d 206, 207 (1985)). 

For these reasons, this appeal should be dismissed as to Investors Title. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
      CALLISON TIGHE & ROBINSON, LLC 
 
        s/ Demetri K. Koutrakos________________                                                                      
      Demetri K. Koutrakos, SC Bar #11318 
      1812 Lincoln Street, Suite #200 
      P. O. Box 1390 
      Columbia, SC 29202-1390 
      Telephone: 803-404-6900 
      Facsimile: 803-404-6902 
      Email: jimkoutrakos@callisontighe.com 
        
      ATTORNEYS FOR RESPONDENT 
      INVESTORS TITLE INSURANCE 
      COMPANY 
 
April 6, 2021 
 
3420.063\Appeal\MTD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EXHIBIT A





 
The South Carolina Court of Appeals 

JENNY ABBOTT KITCHINGS 
CLERK 

V. CLAIRE ALLEN 
CHIEF DEPUTY CLERK 

 
POST OFFICE BOX 11629 

COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA  29211 

1220 SENATE STREET 
COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA 29201 

TELEPHONE:  (803) 734-1890 
FAX:  (803) 734-1839 

www.sccourts.org 

March 16, 2021 

Mr. Michael F. Talley, Sr., Esquire 
206 Green Avenue 
Greenville SC 29601 
 
Re: Sula Adams v. PennyMac Loan Services, LLC 

Appellate Case No.  2021-000265 
 

 
Dear Counsel: 
 
This Court has received your notice of appeal, and the case has been assigned the 
appellate case number that appears above. Please use this number on all future 
correspondence relating to this matter. 
 
All parties to this matter are advised that all filings must comply with the 
requirements of Rule 267 of the South Carolina Appellate Court Rules (SCACR). 
The SCACR are available online at www.sccourts.org/courtreg. Additionally, any 
filings submitted by counsel admitted in South Carolina must include counsel's bar 
number. 
 
The attention of the parties is directed to the order relating to the inclusion of 
personal data identifiers and other sensitive information in documents filed with 
the Supreme Court of South Carolina and the South Carolina Court of Appeals. 
The order can be found at 
www.sccourts.org/courtOrders/displayOrder.cfm?orderNo=2014-04-15-02. Please 
note that the responsibility for insuring that information is redacted or sealed as 
required by this order rests with counsel and the parties. This office will not review 
filings for redaction or to determine if materials should be sealed. 
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Sula Adams, Appellant,  
 
v.  
 
PennyMac Loan Services, LLC; The United States of America, acting by and 
through its agency, The Secretary of Housing and Urban Development; Lanier 
Law Firm, LLC; Abby Robertson; Investors Title Insurance Company; 
TransUnion; Experian Information Solutions, Inc.; and Equifax, LLC, 
Respondents. 
 
All future records in this matter should be changed to reflect this title. If you have 
any questions, please do not hesitate to contact this office. 
 

Very truly yours, 
 
 
 
 

CLERK 
 

cc: Jason Alexander Richardson, Esquire 
Matthew Douglas Patterson, Esquire 
George John Conits, Esquire 
Matthew Holmes Henrikson, Esquire 
Demetri K. Koutrakos, Esquire 
Rita Bolt Barker, Esquire 
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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
In the Court of Appeals 

______________________________ 
 

APPEAL FROM GREENVILLE COUNTY 
Court of Common Pleas 

 
The Honorable Perry H. Gravely 

Thirteenth Judicial Circuit 
______________________________ 

 
Case No. 2020-CP-23-04644 

Appellate Case No. 2021-000265 
______________________________ 

 
Sula Adams,    ....................................................................................................... Appellant, 
   

v. 
 
PennyMac Loan Services, LLC; The United States of America, 
acting by and through its agency, The Secretary of Housing and 
Urban Development; Lanier Law Firm, LLC; Abby Robertson; 
Investors Title Insurance Company; TransUnion; Experion Information 
Solutions, Inc.; and Equifax, LLC,   ................................................................ Respondents. 
 
 

______________________________________ 
 

PROOF OF SERVICE 
_______________________________________ 

 
I hereby certify that, on this date, the Respondent Investors Title Insurance 

Company’s Motion to Dismiss Appeal was served on counsel of record via AIS email, 
pursuant to Supreme Court Order dated March 20, 2020, as amended on May 29, 2020, 
as follows: 
 
 Michael F. Talley, Esquire 
 206 Green Avenue 
 Greenville, SC 29601 
 Email: talleylaw@aol.com 
 (Attorney for Appellant)  
  
 Matthew D. Patterson, Esquire 
 Jason A. Richardson, Esquire 
 Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough, LLP  
 P. O. Box 11070 
 Columbia, SC 29211 
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 Email: matt.patterson@nelsonmullins.com 
 Email: Jason.richardson@nelsonmullins.com 
 (Attorneys for Respondent PennyMac Loan Services, LLC) 
 
 George J. Conits, Esquire  
 Assistant United States Attorney 
 55 Beattie Place, Suite #700 
 Greenville, SC 29601 
 Email: George.conits@usdoj.gov 
 (Attorney for Respondent USA/HUD) 
 
 Matthew H. Henrikson, Esquire 
 Henrikson Law Firm, LLC 
 P. O. Box 26554 
 Greenville, SC 29616 
 Email: mhenrikson@henriksonlaw.com 
 (Attorney for Respondents Lanier Law Firm, LLC and Abby Robertson) 
 
 Rita B. Barker, Esquire 
 Wyche Law Firm, PA 
 P. O. Box 728 
 Greenville, SC 29601-3512 
 Email: rbarker@wyche.com 
 (Attorneys for Respondent Equifax, LLC) 
 
A copy of the service email is attached hereto, as required. 
 
I further certify that all parties required by Rule to be served have been served. 
       
 
            
      s/ Demetri K. Koutrakos      
     Demetri K. Koutrakos 
 
April 6, 2021 
 
3420.063\Appeal\POS-MTD      





CALLISON TIGHE & ROBINSON, LLC   I   CALLISONTIGHE.COM 1812 Lincoln Street   PO Box 1390   Columbia South Carolina 29202 
 PHONE 803.404.6900     FACSIMILE 803.404.6902 

 
 
 
Demetri “Jim” K. Koutrakos - MEMBER 

803-404-6900 
JimKoutrakos@callisontighe.com 
 
 

April 6, 2021 
 
VIA EMAIL: ctappfilings@sccourts.org 
The Honorable Jenny Abbott Kitchings 
Clerk of Court 
South Carolina Court of Appeals 
P. O. Box 11629 
Columbia, SC 29211 
 

RE: Sula Adams vs. PennyMac Loan Services, LLC, et al. 
   Appellate Case No. 2021-000265 

 
Dear Ms. Kitchings: 
 
 Enclosed herewith please find the Respondent Investors Title Insurance Company’s Motion to 
Dismiss Appeal, together with the Proof of Service, in the above-referenced matter.  Kindly file the 
same and return a clocked-in copy of each to the undersigned via return email.  
 
 This firm’s check no. 121449 in the amount of $50 in payment of the required filing fee is being 
mailed separately to the court today.     
 
 The enclosed Motion has been served upon counsel of record today via email as indicated in 
the Proof of Service. 

 
Please feel free to contact me with any questions.  Thank you.  

  
 With kind regards, I am 
 
     Sincerely yours, 
 
     CALLISON TIGHE & ROBINSON, LLC 
 
     s/ Demetri “Jim” K. Koutrakos 
 
     Demetri “Jim” K. Koutrakos 
 
DKK:ksr 
Enclosures 
cc (via email): Michael F. Talley, Esquire 
  Matthew D. Patterson, Esquire 
  Jason A. Richardson, Esquire 
  George J. Conits, Esquire 
  Matthew H. Henrikson, Esquire 
  Rita B. Barker, Esquire 
3420.063\Appeal\Clerk.001 
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