
THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
In the Court of Appeals 

__________________________________ 

APPEAL FROM ANDERSON COUNTY 
Court of Common Pleas 

Honorable R. Lawton McIntosh, Circuit Court Judge 

Appellate Case No. 2021-000182 

Case No. 2019-CP-04-00752 
___________________________________ 

Robert Ayers, Paul Barkal, Susan Barkal, Gloria Bennett, Kurt  
Blaettler, Vandy Kim, Glenn Kornett, Gudrun Kornett, David Larson, 
Lucye Larson, Florence Lince, Mike Lince, Michael McGraw, Diane 
Bernat, and William Schaidle, .......................... Plaintiffs / Respondents, 

v. 

Chris Dixon; Samuel J. Dixon; Black Harbor Wealth Management, LLC;  
Faw Casson & Co., LLP; Shurwest, LLC; and Pacific Life Insurance  
Company, ................................................................................. Defendants, 

of whom Shurwest, LLC is the  ................................................ Appellant. 

and 

Shurwest, LLC, .................................... Third-Party Plaintiff / Appellant, 

v.  

MJSM Financial, LLC and Melanie  
Schulze-Miller  .............................. Third-Party Defendant / Respondent. 

And 

May 13 2021



__________________________________ 

APPEAL FROM ANDERSON COUNTY 
Court of Common Pleas 

Honorable R. Lawton McIntosh, Circuit Court Judge 

Appellate Case No. 2021-000187 

Case No. 2019-CP-04-02151 
___________________________________ 

William and Karen Rich, ................................... Plaintiffs / Respondents, 

v. 

J. Christopher Dixon; Christopher J. Dixon; Black Harbor  
Wealth Management, LLC; and Shurwest, LLC, .................. Defendants, 

of whom Shurwest, LLC is the  ................................................ Appellant. 

and 

Shurwest, LLC, .................................... Third-Party Plaintiff / Appellant, 

v.  

MJSM Financial, LLC and Melanie  
Schulze-Miller  .............................. Third-Party Defendant / Respondent. 

And 

May 13 2021



__________________________________ 

APPEAL FROM ANDERSON COUNTY 
Court of Common Pleas 

Honorable R. Lawton McIntosh, Circuit Court Judge 

Appellate Case No. 2021-000188 

Case No. 2019-CP-04-00479 
___________________________________ 

Elizabeth Billings, Pamela Bott, Devon and Barbara Corley,  
Thomas Dantzler, Jane Downing, Thomas and Laura Eliason,  
Dennis Ellis, Bobby Floyd, Steven Ganley, Stanley Hix, Suzanne 
Hofford, Robert Johnson, Jerome and Robin Karnowski, Jerry and  
Kerry Kelley, Christine Lawson, Robert Manning, Diane Mayfield 
Kelley McGraw Gray, Jeff Mitchell, Fred Myette, Mary Orem,  
Drucilla Perry, Dennis and Maxine Pierson “Dennis and Maxine 
Pierson living Trust,” Earl Switzer, Alan Weeks, John and Mary 
Wendorf, and Virginia Howard, ........................ Plaintiffs / Respondents, 

v. 

Chris Dixon; Black Harbor Wealth Management, LLC; Faw Casson 
& Co., LLP; and Shurwest, LLC, ............................................ Defendants, 

of whom Shurwest, LLC is the  ................................................ Appellant. 

and 

Shurwest, LLC, .................................... Third-Party Plaintiff / Appellant, 

v.  

MJSM Financial, LLC and Melanie  
Schulze-Miller  .............................. Third-Party Defendant / Respondent. 

_______________________________________ 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
_______________________________________ 



I certify that the INITIAL BRIEF OF APPELLANT and DESIGNATION OF 

MATTER FOR RECORD ON APPEAL was served on all counsel of record via 

electronic mail, pursuant to Supreme Court Order 2020-03-20-01, § (g)(3), on May 13, 

2021, and a copy of that electronic mail is attached to this certificate:  

Robert G. Rikard 
rgr@rplegalgroup.com 
Peter D. Protopapas 
pdp@rplegalgroup.com 
Jescelyn T. Spitz 
jspitz@rplegalgroup.com 
Jeremy C. Hodges 
jhodges@rplegalgroup.com 
RIKARD & PROTOPAPAS, LLC 
P.O. Box 5640  
Columbia, SC 29250 

Counsel for Plaintiffs / Respondents  

Charles A. Kinney 
ckinney@collinsandlacy.com 
COLLINS & LACY, P.C. 
P.O. Box 12487  
Columbia, SC 29211 

Benjamin J. Biard 
biard.b@wssllp.com 
WINGET SPADAFORA & SCHWARTZBERG, LLP 
14 NE 1st Ave., Suite 600 
Miami, FL 33132 

Counsel for Chris Dixon, Samuel J. Dixon, and Black Harbor Wealth 
Management, LLC 



David W. Overstreet 
david@earhartoverstreet.com  
Michael B. McCall 
mike@earhartoverstreet.com 
Joshua H. Umbarger 
josh@earhartoverstreet.com 
EARHART OVERSTREET LLC 
P.O. Box 22528 
Charleston, SC 29413 

Counsel for Faw Casson & Co., LLP

J. Derrick Quattlebaum 
dquattlebaum@hsblawfirm.com 
Jonathan D. Klett 
jklett@hsblawfirm.com 
HAYNSWORTH SINKLER BOYD 
One North Main St., 2nd Floor 
Greenville, SC 29601 

Counsel for Pacific Life Insurance Company 

Deborah B. Barbier 
dbb@deborahbarbier.com  
DEBORAH B. BARBIER, ATTORNEY AT LAW 
1811 Pickens St. 
Columbia, SC 29201 

Counsel for MJSM Financial, LLC and Melanie Schulze-Miller

s/Benjamin E. Nicholson, V 
Benjamin E. Nicholson, V 



1

Hampton, Valerie
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Sent: Thursday, May 13, 2021 10:31 AM
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Attached please find Appellant’s Initial Brief and Designation of Matter to be Included in the Record 
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