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Anthony Bernard Bufnside vs. Honorable W. Reid Cox, Jr.,
Master-in-Equity/Special Referee and Tim Mahon, TM Owner
Properties, LLC.

THE COURT: Mr. Senn.

MR. SENN: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: And Mr. Burnside.

MR. BURNSIDE: Yes, sir.

THE COURT; The brief was filed but I didn't get it
until this morning which I have had time to read it
carefully twice. And it looks like instead of a motion to
compel, this might be a 12(b) (6) motion? Is that right?

MR. SENN: Your Honor, I may be able to shed a little
light. The Plaintiff actually filed a motion for us to be
held; for my client, Reid Cox, to be held in default and
for a default judgment to be entered against him. And
there was a previously heard motion to compel with the
Clerk of Court, and that was denied by Judge Griffith.

And so we raised some affirmative defenses in our answer.
And so, as I understand it, though I admit it is a llttle
procedurally muddy, the issue before the Court is one,
whether or not any default or default judgment would be
proper. And two, that issues that we raised in our answer
as far as 12(b) (6) and judicial -- et cetera.

THE COURT: Let's deal with, Mr. Burnside, do you

agree with that?
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MR. BURNSIDE: I really éan't hear, not speaking loud
enough for me to heaf, sir.

THE COURT: I am as wide open as I.can get. My
speakers won't go -- well, actually will go two more.

That is as loud as I can go. Can you not hear. They said
you had some sound problems.

MR. BURNSIDE: No sir, we really can't hear, it is_
real lightly and blurry like.

THE COURT: Okay. Well, the Supreme Court's order,
that we are operating under, allows me to either do
non-jury with a hearing like this or based on briefs or
based - on the file. So, basically Mr. Burnside,‘I know you
probably can't hear me real well and I will confirm this
in a little bit. But obviously, it is my discretion, I
can just not hold a hearing. I don't want to hold a
hearing in which you can't hear. And I can get the whole
file, read it, and make a ruling based upon the written
documents in the file which may be the best way to go
here. Anybody object to that? Now, obviously I can't
rule today because I need to get the file but I could rule
this week. Any disagreement to that?

MR. SENN: No, Your Honof, we have no objection to
that.

THE COURT: Mr. Burnside, do you have any

disagreement with that?
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MR. BURNSIDE: One second. Sir, I wanted to make
sure .you have all of my evidence and I really don't agree.
T would like to -- we scheduled the hearing. I would like
to get it rescheduled so that we can get everYthing clear,
sir.

THE COURT: Weli, are you going to be able to get to
a computer that might have better sound? I mean, this 1is

morning, if you need an hour I don't have a problem if you

~want to work on your sound. I have got everything I need

here, I think. Because I have got the file Aow. So you
want an hour. Mr. Senn, does that work for you?

MR. SENN: Well, your Honor, because the Plaintiff
mentioned that he wants you to.have all of his evidence,
ﬁhis isn't an evidentiary hearing, it's simply a matter of
a ruling on the law. So I don't know that that would be
appropriate.

THE COURT: Well, I understand he is a pro se. Go

ahead, Mr. Burnside. Mr. Burnside, you have sémebody

talking to you, you can put them on camera. That is not a

problem.
MR. BURNSIDE: No, sir. What I am saying 1is, I want
to make sure that it is not one-sided, Your Honor, by you.
THE COURT: Well, I don't know anything about this
case, I am not from Laurens. I have the file, I have

access to the file. Lynn, and I guess everything is in
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the folder, right?
MS. LANCASTER-CLERK OF COURT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Mr. Burnside, I will have access to

‘anything filed by you at all, filed by you at all.

MR. BURNSIDE: I didn't hear what you quite said,
sir.

THE COURT: I said I will have access to your whole
file. So I can either delay this for an hour which, I
don't have a problem doing, to allow you to try to work on
your sound or a lot of lawyers in this State, in fact most
of them now with COVID rising, are doing non-jury hearings
like this based upon writing which basically means I have
got to read through the fiie myself and make a decision

based upon the written documents filed. And I don't mind

doing that, it .is more work for me but I'm happy to do it

rather than have you struggle to hear.

MR. BURNSIDE: No, sir. It is a lot of perjury
testimony in there and that 1is why I.don't, I don't agree
with this, sir.

THE COURT: Well, there's no -- I mean, I will -- all

right, I tell you what. It's 10:26, we will reconvene at

11:30, you need to get a better, you need to get some
better sound. So we will reset this up, my Law Clerk will
set it up and we will reconnect at 11:30.

MR. BURNSIDE: Sir, --
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THE COURT: Pardon?

MR. BURNSIDE: Give me one minute. Okay, sir, let me
ask you a question. If you do it by file, can it go over
to the Court of Appeals?

THE COURT: Absolutely, yes sir.

MR. BURNSIDE: Qkay. The reason why I asked that is
because I know you are going to rule against me according
to the file. So you go éhead‘on and make your ruling and
then we will appeal it to the Court of Appeals.

THE COURT: All right. You are Mr. Burnside, you are
-- you are Mr. Burnside?

MR. BURNSIDE: Sir?

THE COURT: Are you Mr. Burnside or is Mr. Burnside
talking to you?

MR. BURNSiDE: I am right here on the camera télking
to you, sir.

THE COURT: Okay. =~ All rigﬁt. If both of y'all
agree, I will get the file, read through it and I will
make a decision on the default issue and on the
affirmative defenses that I just read ébout this morning.
I mean, Mr. Burnside, I know you may not believe it, I
don't have any opinion at all about this now but I will
read through it, make a decision. And then, 1if I do ruie
against‘you, what T will do, you will get an email from me

that is a copy- of the‘email that I send to Mr. Senn asking




10
11
12
13
14
15
16

17

19
20

21

22

23

24

25

him to do an order and you have to appeal'my order. There
is a certain timeframe so you need to be very careful, I
can't give you legal adviée but once I issue an order that
starts the time tablé for appeal.

MR. BURNSIDE: I want a hard copy, sir, I want a hard
copy. | |

THE COURT: I am sorry. Well, T can get you an
email, I will send you a hard copy but the emails, again,
this is only if I tule against you. If I rule for you I
will send én email to you asking you to do the order and
send the\éopy to him. So if, Lynn, 1if YOu have got his
address, if I send you a copy of the email can you mail it
to him so thaf it is official?

MS. LANCASTER-CLERK OF COURT: VYes, sir.

THE COURT: All right. So 1if I rule against you,

what I will do is send a copy of the email to Lynn and

then ask_her to just literally send a copy of that email
in the mail to you. And then once the order comes in and
it is signed, you both will get that at the same time
anyway. So we will do it like we do it with lawyers and
everybody else, is the way I have done it for 20 years.
MR. BURNSIDE: I just want to make sure, sir, Dbecause
everything going on has been going against me and I know
that the truth is there. And like I just want to set it

for appeal.
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THE COURT: Okay. All right.

MR. BURNSIDE: I know you are going to rule against
me so we just go ahead énd set up, I.am going to go ahead
and appeal.

THE COURT: You can't appeal until I rule and'just
for the record, Joy and Lynn, this is being recorded,
right?

MS. LANCASTER-CLERK OF COURT: Yes, sir.

COURT REPORTER: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Okay. All right. I will let y'all know
as soon as I have had a chance to look at the file. Quité
frankly, I am going to do it earlier in the week rather
than later because I will be dealing with my
father-n?law's funeral at'the énd of the week because his
people are from New York and i have got a delay. So I am
going to get as much done as I can.

MR. BURNSIDE: All right.

THE COURT: All right. Thank y'all. de and Lynn, I
need y'all to stay on if you don't mind. All right,
appreciate it, y'all. Hey, Mr. Senn, would you just do a
quick one sentence order saying that the parties agree to
do this under the, Jﬁstice Beatty's order?

MR. SENN: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Thank.y'all. Thank'ybu, Mr. Burnside,

Mr. Senn. ¢
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MR. SENN: Yes, sir.

***% END OF REQUESTED TRANSCRIPT OF RECORD ***
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I, Joy E. Holston, Official Court Reporter for the
Eighth Judicial Circuit of the State of South Carclina, do
hereby certify that the foregoing is a true, accurate and
complete transcript of record of the proceedings had and
evidence introduced in the trial of the captioned case,
relative to appeal, in the County of Laurens, South
Carolina on the 19th day of October, 2020.

I do further certify that I am neither of kin,

counsel nor interest to any party hereto.

February 20, 2021
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77
Joy E. Holston, Court Reporter

My Commission expires: May 2, 2026
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