
GUIDELINES FOR EVALUATION OF ALL PROJECTS

I. In review and certification of permit applications in the coastal zone, the Coastal Council will be
guided by the following general considerations (apply to erosion control and energy facility projects,
as well as activities covered under Resource Policies):
I) The extent to which the project will further the policies of the South Carolina General

Assembly which are mandated for the Coastal Council in implementation of its management
program, these being:
a) "To promote the economic and social improvement of the citizens of this State and to en­

courage development of coastal resources in order to achieve such improvement with due
consideration for the environment and within the framework of a coastal planning pro­
gram that is designed to protect the sensitive and fragile areas from inappropriate
development and provide adequate environmental safeguards with respect to the con­
struction of facilities in the critical areas of the coastal zone;

b) To protect and, where possible, to restore or enhance the resources of the State's coastal
zone for this and succeeding generations." (Sections 2(8)( I) and (2), S.c. Coastal
Management Act of 1977).

2) The extent to which the project will have adverse impacts on the "critical areas" (beaches,
primary ocean-front sand dunes, coastal waters, tidelands).

3) The extent to which the project will protect, maintain or improve water quality, particularly in
coastal aquatic areas of special resource value, for example, spawning areas or productive
oyster beds.

4) The extent to which the project will meet existing State and Federal requirements for waste
discharges, specifically point sources of air and water discharge, and for protection of inland
wetlands.

5) The extent to which the project includes consideration for the maintenance or improvement of
the economic stability of coastal communities.

6) The extent to which the project is in compliance with local zoning and/or comprehensive plans.
7) The possible long-range, cumulative effects of the project, when reviewed in the context of

other possible development and the general character of the area.
8) The extent and significance of negative impacts on Geographic Areas of Particular Concern

(GAPCs). The determination of negative impacts will be made by the Coastal Council in each
case with reference to the priorities of use for the particular GAPC. Applications which would
significantly impact a GAPC will not be approved or certified unless there are no feasible alter­
natives or an overriding public interest can be demonstrated, and any substantial environmen­
tal impact is minimized.

9) The extent and significance of impact on the following aspects of quality or quantity of these
valuable coastal resources:
i) unique natural areas - destruction of endangered wildlife or vegetation or of significant

marine species (as identified in the Living Marine Resources segment), degradation of ex­
isting water quality standards;

i i) public recreational lands - conversion of these lands to other uses without adequate
replacement or compensation, interruption of existing public access, or degradation of
environmental quality in these areas;

iii )historic or archeological resources - irretrievable loss of sites identified as significant by
the S.c. Institute of Archeology and Anthropology or the S.c. Department of Archives
and History without reasonable opportunity for professional examination and/or excava­
tion, or preservation.

I 0 ) The extent to which the project is in the national interest.
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I I . "I n critical areas of the coastal zone, it is Council policy that, in determining whether a permit ap­
plication is approved or denied, the Council shall base its determination on the individual merits of
each application, the policies specified in Sections 1 and 2 (of the Act), and be guided by the follow­
ing general considerations:
1) The extent to which the activity requires a waterfront location or is economically enhanced by

its proximity to the water.
2) The extent to which the activity would harmfully obstruct the natural flow of navigable water.

If the proposed project is in one or more of the State's harbors or in a waterway used for com­
mercial navigation and shipping or in an area set aside for port development in an approved
management plan, then a certificate from the South Carolina State Ports Authority declaring
the proposed project or activity would not unreasonably interfere with commercial navigation
and shipping must be obtained by the Council prior to issuing a permit.

3) The extent to which the applicant's completed project would affect the production of fish,
shrimp, oysters, crabs or clams or any marine life or wildlife or other natural resources in a
particular area including but not limited to water and oxygen supply.

4) The extent to which the activity could cause erosion, shoaling of channels or creation of stag­
nant water.

5) The extent to which the development could affect existing public access to tidal and submerged
lands, navigable waters and beaches or other recreational coastal resources.

6) The extent to which the development could affect the habitats for rare and endangered species
of wildlife or irreplaceable historic and archeological sites of South Carolina's coastal zone.

7) The extent of the economic benefits as compared with the benefits from preservation of an area
in its unaltered state.

S) The extent of any adverse environmental impact which cannot be avoided by reasonable
safeguards.

9) The extent to which all feasible safeguards are taken to avoid adverse environmental impact
resulting from a project.

1 0 ) The extent to which the proposed use could affect the value and enjoyment of adjacent
owners." (Section 15(A), S.c. Coastal Management Act of 1977)

RESOURCE POLICIES
On the following pages are the Resource Policies for each of the identified Activities Subject to Manage­

ment. A brief statement of findings describes why each activity is of coastal management concern. These
policies are organized in three separate sections:

1) Policies for the coastal zone, including that portion outside the critical area in which the Coastal
Council has indirect authority (review and certification).

2) Policies for the critical areas, where the Coastal Council has direct permit authority. These policies
are the Rules and Regulations for Permitting (R. 30-1 through 30-11, S.c. Code of Laws of 1976).
Each policy or group of policies appears with a citation ("R. 30-__") for the corresponding
regulation.

3) Recommended or enhancement policies which are endorsed by the Coastal Council.
Policies I) and 2) are those which the Coastal Council is authorized to enforce through the authority of the

~astal program and the S.c. Coastal Management Act of 1977. These policies are highlighted in the text with
a bold outline along the margins.

Following the policies for each activity is a brief discussion of the management authority which will imple­
ment these policies. A matrix at the end of this section illustrates the network of implementation authorities.
Chapter V(A) further documents the existing legal authorities.
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