
 

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
In the Court of Appeals 

_______________ 
 

APPEAL FROM RICHLAND COUNTY 
Court of Common Pleas 

 
The Honorable Jean H. Toal 
Acting Circuit Court Judge 

_______________ 
 

Appellate Case No. 2021- 
Circuit Court Case No. 2019-CP-40-06243 

_______________ 
 

Peter D. Protopapas, as Receiver for Starr Davis Company, Inc. and 
Starr Davis Company of S.C., Inc., ....................................................  

 
Respondents, 

v. 

Travelers Casualty and Surety Company f/k/a The Aetna Casualty 
and Surety Company; The Standard Fire Insurance Company; St. 
Paul Fire and Marine Insurance Company; The Employers’ Fire 
Insurance Company; Southeastern Agency Group and M.I.A. 
Company, Inc. individually and as successors to or f/k/a Merrimon 
Insurance Agency, Inc.; Robert E. Aspray; Nell Ashworth, 
individually and as personal representative of the Estate of Robert 
J. Ashworth; Betty C. D’Amico, individually and as the personal 
representative of the Estate of Julian D’Amico, Jr.; Kayla Keith, 
individually and as the personal representative of the Estate of Jerry 
W. Archer, Sr.; Richard L. Knight II, as personal representative of 
the Estate of Teddy L. Knight, Sr., and Linda Knight, individually; 
David D. Rollins; James W. Smith and Frances R. Smith; and 
Linda J. White, individually and as Personal Representative of the 
Estate of Lubert F. White, Jr., ............................................................  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Defendants, 
 

of whom 

Travelers Casualty and Surety Company f/k/a The Aetna Casualty 
and Surety Company and The Standard Fire Insurance Company 
are the .................................................................................................  

 
 
Appellants. 

_____________________ 
 

NOTICE OF APPEAL 
_____________________ 

 
Please take notice that Travelers Casualty and Surety Company f/k/a The Aetna Casualty 

and Surety Company and The Standard Fire Insurance Company (together “Travelers”) appeal 
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(1) the circuit court’s order granting Starr Davis’ Renewed and Supplemental Motion for Partial 

Summary Judgment against Travelers, which was entered on March 4, 2021; and (2) the circuit 

court’s order denying Defendants’ Motion to Reconsider, which was entered on May 19, 2021. 

Copies of both orders on appeal are attached. Travelers received written notice of entry of the latter 

of the orders on May 19, 2021, making this notice timely.  

Travelers further states that the necessary transcript for this appeal has previously been 

ordered from and provided by the appropriate court reporters.   

Finally, pursuant to Rule 404(c), SCACR, Travelers attaches hereto the order admitting 

Harry Lee pro hac vice in this matter, which was entered on January 25, 2021. 

 

Signature Page Attached  
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Respectfully submitted, 
 

WOMBLE BOND DICKINSON (US) LLP 
 
By: /s/ M. Todd Carroll 

S.C. Bar No. 74000 
todd.carroll@wbd-us.com 
M. Elizabeth O’Neill 
S.C. Bar No. 104013 
elizabeth.oneill@wbd-us.com 
1221 Main Street, Suite 1600 
Columbia, SC 29201 
(803) 454-6504 
 

STEPTOE & JOHNSON LLP 
 
Harry Lee (admitted pro hac vice) 
hlee@steptoe.com 
1330 Connecticut Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20036 
(202) 429-8112 
New York, NY 10017 
(212) 455-3073 

 
Attorneys for Appellants Travelers Casualty and 
Surety Company and The Standard Fire Insurance 
Company 
 

June 18, 2021 

 
Other Counsel of Record: 
 
M. Dawes Cooke Jr.  
Justin Paul Novak 
Barnwell Whaley, Attorneys at Law 
Post Office Drawer H  
Charleston, South Carolina 29402-0197 
843.577.7700 
 
Counsel for Southeastern Agency Group 
 

 
 

Other Counsel of Record Continued on Next Page 
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Jonathan Marshall Holder 
Dean Omar Branham Shirley, LLP 
302 N. Market Street  
Ste. 300  
Dallas, Texas 75202 
855.722.5910     
 
John D. Kassel 
Theile B. McVey 
Jamie Rae Rutkoski 
Kassel McVey, Attorneys at Law 
P.O. Box 1476  
1330 Laurel Street  
Columbia, South Carolina 29202 
803.256.4242     
 
Counsel for Linda J. White, Frances R. Smith, James W. Smith, David D. Rollins, Linda 
Knight, Richard L. Knight, II, Kayla Keith, Betty C. D’Amico, Nell Ashworth, Lubert F. White Jr. 
Estate, Linda J. White Prs, Richard L. Knight II Prs, Teddy L. Knight Sr. Estate, Jerry W. Archer 
Sr. Estate, Kayla Keith Prs, Julian D. Amico Jr. Estate, Betty C. D’Amico Executer, Robert J. 
Ashworth Estate, Nell Ashworth Prs. 
    
Shelley Sunderman Montague 
Jessica Waller Laffitte  
Gallivan, White, & Boyd, P.A. 
Post Office Box 7368  
1201 Main Street 
Suite 1200  
Columbia, South Carolina 29202 
803.779.1833 
 
Counsel for MIA Company Inc., Southeastern Agency Group  
 
Edward K. Pritchard III  
Pritchard Law Group, LLC  
8 Cumberland Street, Suite 200  
Charleston, South Carolina 29401 
843.722.3300  
 
Counsel for Employers Fire Insurance Company 
 
 

Other Counsel of Record Continued on Next Page   
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Shanon N. Peake 
Jonathan M. Robinson 
G. Murrell Smith Jr. 
Smith Robinson, Attorneys at Law  
2530 Devine Street  
Columbia, South Carolina 29205 
803.254.5445 
 
John Belton White Jr.  
Marghretta Hagood Shisko 
Griffin Littlejohn Lynch 
Christopher Rutledge Jones  
Harrison White, P.C.   
178 West Main Street  
Post Office Box 3547  
Spartanburg, South Carolina 29306  
864.585.5100 
 
Jescelyn Tillman Spitz 
Brian Montgomery Barnwell  
Rikard & Protopapas, LLC  
1329 Blanding Street  
Columbia, South Carolina 29201 
803.978.6111  
 
Peter George Currence  
McDougall, Self, Currence & McLeod 
Post Office Box 90860  
Columbia, South Carolina 29290 
803.883.5838 
 
Counsel for Plaintiff 
 



 

PROOF OF SERVICE 

I, the undersigned Attorney of the law offices of Womble Bond Dickinson (US) LLP, 

attorneys for Appellants, do hereby certify that I have served all parties in this appeal with a copy 

of the pleading(s) specified below through electronic mail to the addresses maintained on the AIS 

database: 

Pleading(s): Travelers Casualty and Surety Company and The Standard Fire 
Insurance Company’s Notice of Appeal 

 
Parties Served: Brian M. Barnwell (bb@rplegalgroup.com) 

Jescelyn T. Spitz (jspitz@rplegalgroup.com) 
G. Murrell Smith, Jr. (murrell@smithrobinsonlaw.com) 
Jonathan M. Robinson (jon@smithrobinsonlaw.com) 
Shanon N. Peake (shanonp@smithrobinsonlaw.com) 
John Belton White Jr. (jwhite@spartanlaw.com) 
Marghretta Hagood Shisko (mshisko@spartanlaw.com) 
Griffin Littlejohn Lynch (glynch@spartanlaw.com) 
Christopher Rutledge Jones (jonescr@gmail.com) 
Peter George Currence (pete@mscmlaw.com)  
 
Counsel for Plaintiffs 

 
 
 
By: /s/ M. Todd Carroll 

  
  
June 18, 2021 

 

Jun 18 2021



 
 
 
 
 
 
M. Todd Carroll 
Direct Dial: 803.454.7730 
Direct Fax: 803.381.9130 
E-mail: todd.carroll@wbd-us.com 
 
 

June 18, 2021 
 
Via Electronic Filing 
The Honorable Jenny Abbott Kitchings 
Clerk of Court 
South Carolina Court of Appeals 
1220 Senate Street 
Columbia, SC 29201 
 
 Re: Peter D. Protopapas, as Receiver for Starr Davis Company, Inc. and Starr Davis 

Company of S.C., Inc. v. Travelers Casualty and Surety Company f/k/a The Aetna 
Casualty and Surety Company et al. 
Appellate Case No. 2021- 
Circuit Court Case No. 2019-CP-40-06243 
Notice of Appeal 
 

Dear Ms. Kitchings:  

Please find accompanying this letter a Notice of Appeal in the above-referenced matter. 
The Notice is being e-filed pursuant to Section (c)(6) of Supreme Court Order 2020-05-29-02. 
Pursuant to that same section, we shall mail the filing fee that accompanies this Notice within 
five days of this filing. 

 
We are also served this filing via email on counsel for the Plaintiffs/Respondents, as 

permitted by Section (g)(3) of that Order.  
 
If the Court has any difficulty opening these electronically-submitted materials, please let 

us know, and we will be pleased to submit them via an alternate method.  
 
Best regards, 
 
/s/ M. Todd Carroll 

Attachments 
cc: Counsel for Plaintiffs/Respondents 

Jun 18 2021


