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being built, that you and Mr. -- your family and

Mr. Mazloom had had a relationship over the years;
is that correct?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Okay. Y'all lived in the same neighborhood,
you said, fromzl98l to 19887

A. We did.

Q. And then, I think, Mr. Mazloom moved over here,
pbut y'all continued to see each other over a period
of time; is that correct?

A. Well, yes, that's correct.

Q. Okay. So at the time that you entered into
this contract to have a house built, y'all were on
friendly terms?

A. Yes.

0. Okay. You trusted him as to what you were
about to endeavor into?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. I think you also -- you testified that
Mr. Mazloom had indicated he needed some guidance as
to what kind of house that you wanted built; is that
correct?

A. That's correct.

Q. So he offered to you the name of an architect

or a house designer that he had known by the name of

934
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Mr. -— I think it's Bigby or Higby, I believe. Is
that correct? 1It's Higby.
A. Higby.
Q. Higby. Lloyd Higby, I believe.
Okay. He's in Irmo, South Carolina?
A. Close enough.
Q. All right. Did you take up Mr. Mazloom on that

and go see Mr. Higby?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. And the purpose of that was what?

A. To design our home.

Q. Okay. So the end result there was to have a

house designed, including specifications; is that

correct?

A. Yes.
Q. Okay. And was that achieved?
A. Yes. He designed the home in the -- had

building specs, yes, on the plans.

Q. And that was reviewed by you -- I assume, by
you and your wife with Mr. Higby. So it was
finalized?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. House plans were done?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Okay. And did you -— were you satisfied with

935



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

481

what Mr. Higby had done?

A. Yes.

0. Okay. So you were still, at this point in
time, comfortable with Mr. Mazloom as to
recommendations he's given to you?

A. Oh, I had no trouble with Mr. Higby.

Q. No. I'm saying -- I'm asking you the question,
at this point in time, after you finished your
relationship with Mr. Higby, you were satisfied;
things were still fine between you and Mr. Mazloom?
A. Oh, yes.

Q. Okay. So you then went back to Mr. Mazloom

with house plans and specifications?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. And do you know if he reviewed that
information?

A. Yes; with us. And we left him plans.

Q. Okay. And did he -- Mr. Mazloom then come back

to you to tell you whether he would build the house

or not?:

A. Yes.

Q. Did he say he would build the house?

A. He said he would build the house.

Q. Okay. And did you want him to build the house

at that time?

936
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A. Yes.

Q. All right. So the next step would have been to
come to a dollar figure as to the'house, I take 1it?
A. That's correct.
Q. And your £estimony is that the dollar figure
was $395,000; is that correct?
A. Yes, 1t was $395,000.
Q. Okay. Let me show you -- let's see --
Plaintiff's 31. Mr. Golson, this is a contract
that -- or it says contract to build. Is your
signature and your wife's signafure on this
document?

MR. DAVIS: Your Honor, are you ready on that?
I'm sorry.

THE COURT: I'm getting there.

MR. DAVIS: Okay. I'm sorry.

THE COURT: Plaintiff's 317

MR. DAVIS: Yes, Your Honor.

THE .COURT: I'll look at his.

MR. DAVIS: Let's see —-

MR. MULLINS: 1It's also in the notebook, Tab 1.

MR. DAVIS: Here we go. I got another one.

. THE COURT: Okay.
Oh, the contract. Okay. Thank you.

MR. DAVIS: Yeah.
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BY MR. DAVIS:

Q. All fight. On Exhibit No. 31, Mr. Golson, this
is -— is your signature and your wife's signature on
it?

A. Yes,.sir.

Q. Okay. And what is the date of this contract?
A. Oh, February 29th.

Q. Do you agree that this contract is the one

pbetween you and your wife and Mr. Mazloom about

puilding the house for you that's located in Chapin?

A. This is -- this is the contract that we signed
for —-- to build the house.
Q. Okay. Look at Paragraph No. 2. First

sentence, what does it say?

A. It says: Homeowners agree to pay 395,000 to

the builder for the aforementioned residential home.

Q. Okay. So it says y'all agree to pay 395,000 to
Mr. Mazloom for the aforementioned residential home.
Look at Paragraph No. 1. Does that paragraph

identify the property where the house is to be.

built?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And the house was built on that property?

A. It was built on the property.

Q. and what does paragraph 1 say in that contract?

938
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A. It says the house was built -- paraphrase, you
mean?
Q. No. What does the exact -- what does that

sentence say?

A. Oh, read. The -- the first sentence?
0. Paragraph i, first sentence.

A. Okavy.

Q. Yes. Yes.

A. Okay. The builder agrees to build a

residential home for the above homeowners according
to plans and specifications on property located in
Lexington County, South Carolina, and described as
Lot 32, 207 Libby Ariail Lane, Chapin, South
Carolina, 29036, subject to all easements, covenants
of record, provided they do not make the title
marketable, and to all governmental statutes,
ordinances, rules, and regulations.

Q. Okay. At the time this contract was signed in
February 29th of 2016, the paragraph 1 refers to
plans and specifications. And I think you just
testified a few minutes ago that you had plans and
specifications that you obtained from the architect
or house designer and you gave them to Mr. Mazloom,
correct?’

A. Yes, that's correct.

939
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Q. Okay. Look at Plaintiff's number -- I'm going
to give you Plaintiff's Exhibit No. 33.
A. I got that one.
MR. DAVIS: Your Honor?
THE COURT: I got that one. I know what it is.
MR. DAVIS: Okay.
BY MR. DAVIS:
Q. At the time the contract to build was signed,
this document that I've given to you, the builder to
provide was also dealt with at that time, was it
not?
A. No. It was a different document. It didn't
have all this writing on it.
Q. And you're correct. You're correct.as to what
you're saying. This writing was not on it at the
time of the signing of the contract on

February 29th, 2016, is what you're saying?

A. Correct.

Q. Okay. But the typed portion was on the piece
of paper —--

A. Oh, vyes.

Q. It was there. And it was -- that piece of

paper, the builder to provide, Plaintiff's Exhibit
No. 33, has a listing of specifications for the

house, does it not?
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A. Yes, it does.

Q. and this, again, was signed at the time the
contract to build was signed, excluding the

handwritten portion?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Okay.

A. That's the way it was doné.

Q. So at the time you signed -- weil, let me ask

you this: On Plaintiff's 33, lock at the second
page. The language in the bigger print, starting
with any extras or changes will be at the owners'

expense, are those you and your wife's initials on

those?

A. Yes, those are our initials.

Q. Okay. And what did -- why was that signed --
initialed?

A. Well, to show that we had read the document.
Q. Which document?

A. Exhibit 33.

Q. Okay. So if —-- does that mean that in regards

to Plaintiff's 33, that if there were extras or
upgrades, et cetera, that that was going to be you
and your wife's expense, beyond what's on the
listing which is on Plaintiff's Exhibit 337

A. Tt's a little bit out of order. I mean, not
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his out of order. I meant this ié a little out of
order about how we spoke about the project.

Q. Let me rephrase my question as this: If there
were upgrades or changes to what is listed on this
Plaintiff's 33 where you had been to the architect
or house designer, you had the plans and
specifications, there's a listing here that you've
initialed.

And my question is, if there were changes to
what's on this list or upgrades, or whatever you
want to call it, did not the fact that you initialed
extras and chahges would be at your expense and your
wife's expense?

A. Yes, sir, that would be.
Q. Okay. All right. Let's move to- Plaintiff's

32. Mr. Golson, on Plaintiff's 32, up at.the top it

says contract for services. Is that correct?
A. Oh, vyes, sir.
Q. * Okay. And this is a document that was -- just

like the exhibit previous, which is Exhibit 31, the
Contract to Build, this one is, ‘is it not, dated
February 29th of 20167

A. = Yes, it is.

Q. and it's entered into by you and your wife and,

also, ARM Quality Builders?
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A. Yes.
Q. Okay. And what did you understand this
particular document to do?

A. That -- that we wduld build a hodse -

Q. Yes.
A. -- and on a cost-plus basis.
Q. Okay. In fact, in the main paragraph of this

document where it starts "building the residential
home, " if you go down one, two, three, four, five

lines, does it not say builder will construct said
home at cost?

A. That's what it says.

Q. and the builder's fee would be 15 percent of

the cost to build said home?

A. That 1is correct.
Q. Okay. And I may have asked this. And I hate
to do -- but you and your wife signed this document;

is that correct?

A. Yes, sir, we signed the document.

Q. Okay. So Plaintiff's 32, the contract for -
services, as well as the contract to build, and the
builder to provide the specification sheet were all
dealt with at the same time; the signatures were
done at the same time, excluding the handwritten

information on Plaintiff's No. 33. Is that correct?
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A. Yes, sir.
Q. Okay. Did you =-- did you, prior to signing

these documents, have it reviewed by a lawyer?

A. No, we didn't.
Q. Okay. Now --
A. The reason we didn't is because we trusted what

Ahmad was telling us. And, yes, it would make legal
sense to have a document, you know, like this

reviewed. But he was a good friend. We trusted

what he said. And my wife -- therefore, we did

not --

Q. Okay.

A. Because of that, we did not have it reviewed --
Q. Okay.

A. -—- by an attorney.

Q. All righty. After the contracts -- the two

contracts and, what I'll call, Plaintiff's 33, what
was the process on securing a home loan here?
A. My mind wandered a little bit. Could you

repeat that?

Q. Sure.
A. I'm sorry.
Q. After these contract documents were signed, how

were you to secure the money to pay the contract

price to Mr. Mazloom --
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A. We had --
Q. -—- on this property?
A. We had other documents associated with this

that specified, also, the cost-plus, but it was to
be with a maximum guaranteed price. And we took all
those documents, everything here, with us to the

loan person.

Q. How did you get to the loan person? Where did
you go?

A. Oh, well, we drove.

Q. No.

A, No. I'm sorry. I'm just —-

Q. What bank did you go to?

A. We went to BB&T in Irmo —-

Q. Okavy.

A. -- where Ahmad suggested we see Tina, his loan
arranger. So my wife and T -- I contacted Tina,

made the appointment. And then we drove to Tina's
office and presented -- told her what we wanted to
do and presented her with all the documents. And it

went from there.

Q. Okay. And was the contract to build, the
contract for services, and specifications given to
Tina at BB&T?

A. All these papers —-
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Q. Okay.

A. -- were given to Tina.

Q. And did you secure -- you and your wife secure
a loan?

A. Ultimately, we secured a loan.

Q. What was the amount?

A. 395,000.

Q. Okay. To ask an obvious gquestion, obviously,

this loan covered your house and your land; is that

correct? They had a security, your house and the

land?

A. That, I do not know.

Q. Okay. Let me ask you this way: Did you have a
lawyer close the loan —-- the BB&T loan?

A. Oh. Was it that? Yes.

Q. Okay. You did?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. Do you understand that on your property

in Chapin that there's a mortgage on the property to
BB&T and that mortgage would cover the actual
structure and the land?

A. Yes.

0. Okay. So the bank had, as security, the house
itself. But also had, as security, the land the

house sits on? You understand that?
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A. Yes, I understand.
Q. Okay. What would you -- at the time this loan

was made, what would you say the value of the lot

was itself?

A. Oh, my goodness. I don't know.

Q. Did you have an appraisal done by the bank?

A. I really don't récall. I don't recall.

Q. Okay. What was the County's valuation on the
property -- Lexington County's valuation on your lot

prior to the house being built?

A. Oh, the whole -- before we even started, the --
0. If you know.

A. I want to be accurate, but I can't because —-
0. If you don't know, you don't know.

A. I don't know.

Q. Okay. You don't know.

All right.. Let me ask you this: Was the
property in Chapin listed with the County -- strike
that.

What was the earliest year that the property in
Lexington County was listed with the County Tax
Office as to having what's called the four-percent
legal résidence, which is the tax classification
where somebody lives in their home? What year --

MR. MULLINS: Your Honor, I'm going to object
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on relevancy. I mean, this is --

THE COURT: Where are we going?

MR. DAVIS: I'm trying to establish some value
here on the property, is what I'm trying to
establish.

MR. MULLINS: He's already said he doesn't know
what the --

THE COURT: And, to be fair, I mean, I'll allow
this question. But, I mean --

MR. DAVIS: Thank you, Your Honor.

THE CQURT: -- I'll see what he answers.

MR. DAVIS: Okay. Thank you, Your Honor.

BY MR. DAVIS:

Q. Do you know what year?

A. 2015.

Q. 2015. Was there a house there?

A. Yes, there was a house there.

Q. Okay. The earlier house?

A. The earlier house.

0. Okay. All right. And you indicate you had

secured the loan for 3957

A. Yes.

Q. All right. What was the next step with

Mr. Mazloom as to moving forward, construction of

the house?
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A. Well, first, I had to deconstruct the old
house.

Q. Yes.

A. And then after that, after the lot was

prepared, he was to come in and begin construction.
Q. All right. At this point in time, you're still
trusting Mr. Mazloom and have good relations; is
that a fair statement?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Okay. You've been to his architect/house
designer loan; you've been to a loan person he's
recommended; and you're getting ready to start
building this house?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. Yesterday, you testified things were
smooth up until we got into an issue involving the
heating and air system, as I remember.

A.  That was the biggest thing. Yes.

Q. Okay. And the words I remember that you said
that -- was Mr. Mazloom was beating up -- I may be
incorrect. But the words were you felt like you

were getting beaten up on by him.

A. Or bullied by —--
Q. Bullied?
A. By Ahmad and Josh Joyner.
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Q. Okay. And that dealt -- that issue dealt with
the heating and conditioner system.in that home?

A. Yes, i1t did.

Q. Okay. Now let's go back to Exhibit 33, if you
got it, and go down that page to the seventh item
from the bottom, first page.

A. Okay.

0. That says: Heat pump, comma, mini-split, A/C
or air conditioning, correct?

A. Yes.

Q. And you testified that that was a major concern
for you and your wife?

A. Yes, I did.

Q. And you've testified yesterday and today that
when you went back to see Mr. Mazloom after you had
the house plans and specifications, y'all sat down
and signed this sheet as to specifications; is that

correct? You initialed it instead of signing it,

correct?
A. Right. Afterwards.
Q. So you had it in your mind at the time, before

you put your initials on this, what you wanted
specifically in regards to the heating and air
conditioning system?

A. Yes.
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Q. Okay. And you understand it says: Heat pump,

slash, mini-split, correct?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. Do you -- you haven't done the work that
you did in this =-- you and your wife as to what you
want put in there. Heat pump system would be where

you have a ductwork system in the house that would
provide the heat and cool air coming in from the
heat pump system, which is on the outside. Do you
agree with that?

A. That is one type of system, yes.

Q. and this item, Plaintiff's number 3 [sic] says

heat pump, does it not?

A. Yes.
Q. Okay. So wouldn't it be fair to say that what
was going in this house was a heat -- at least in

the first part, was a heat pump system to serve this

house?
A. Oh, mini-splits have heat pumps?
Q. T didn't ask about mini-splits yet, but T am.

But, on the heat pump, it would be for the
serve —- to serve that total house?

MR. MULLINS: Objection. That's not what he --
I mean, he answered the guestion.

THE COURT: Rephrase the question.
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MR. DAVIS: Okay.

THE‘COURT: Break it down, please.

MR. DAVIS: Okay.
BY MR. DAVIS:
Q. On the heat pump system in the hbusé, that
would =-- would it be ductwork and it would air
condition and ﬁeat the house; is that correct?
A. Yes, sir. That's one type.
Q. Okay. And then it's got mini-split. And what
that deals with is, basically, a heating and cooling

system in each room.

A. Connected by heat pump --

Q. By -- by a heat pump —--

A. -- on the outside of the house.

Q. But it wouldn't be ductwork; it would be a

separate little system in each room.

A. Yes, sir. But still connected by tubes and
wires —-

Q. Okay.

A. —-— to a heat pump --

Q. Okay.

A. -— to the outside of the house.

Q. And what was put in your house?

A. So we had -- ultimately, we ended up with one
mini-split system and central air with -- with a
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heat pump.
0. Okay. And the mini-split system was put where

in the house?

A. In the sunroom.

0. . Sunroom. Why the sunroom?

A. Because it was a -- a part of the house that we
don't use -- well, we use 1t a lot. But it's part

of the house that would not normally be used as much
as the other pérts.

Q. Did you, prior to the house being completed,
have any discussions with the subcontractor,
objecting to the system that was put in the house?
A. When we showed up at a certain point -- well,
this is after we ended up with a central air, as I
explained yesterday, and the heat pump mini-split
system.

So we arrived at the home. And they were
putting in the.central air. There —-- I, myself, did
not have any arguments. But there were arguments in
the home between the contractor and Ahmad. But I
don't know what they concerned.

Q. Okay. But my question dealt with whether you
voiced any objection to the heating and air
conditioner.

A. I could not voice an objection because I had
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already relinquishea my right to have what I and my
wife wanted.

Q. Okay. All right. In reference to the loan
with BB&T, is it correct that there would have been
periodic disbursements from the loan money at BB&T?
A. Correct.

Q. Okay. And did you ever object, you or your
wife, to the disbursement of the complete $395,000

from BB&T to Mr. Mazloom?

A. Sorry. Can you repeat that?

0. I'll -- strike that.

A.- I'm sorry.

Q. . Did you or your wife ever object to the

disbursements of the loan proceeds on this house?

A. No, we didn't. They were automatic.

Q. No, sir -- they were what?

A. We did not.

Q. The bank asked for your approval, did they not?
A. Correct. And they -- yes.

Q. And you gave your approval?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. Now, on Plaintiff's Exhibit 33, would

you look at that, and on the handwritten part --

A. Uh-huh.

Q. —-— tell me whether any of those items were not
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constructed or installed in this house.
A. Okay. Give me a chance to get where they are.
It's sort of down towards the middle. It says --
and I'll probably end up ski?ping around --

THE COURT: I need you to speak up a little bit
more, please. - |

THE WITNESS: I'm sorry.

Vinyl windows, white, double-hung, were not
installed in the house.
BY MR. DAVIS:
Q. What was?
A. Ahmad changed that to vinyl windows, white,

single-hung.

Q. Okay. But my question deals with the
handwritten entries -- let's do it this way: Was
the -- the first handwritten item is a ZIP panel

wall moisture barrier. Was that installed in the

house?

A. As part of the construction Ahmad opted to

install, yes.

Q. Okay. The crank windows?

A, And the casement windows were installed.

Q. Are you calling the crank windows the casement?
A. They're called casements.

Q. Okay. Very good.
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All right. Beaded wooden ceiling?
A. The beadboard in the ceiling was installed.
Q. Okay. And white washing céiling and Duration
paint was used?
A. Uh, vyes. .
Q. Okay. You had custom restored cabinets. That

would have been by Mr. Hall?

A. And me.

Q. And you.

A. | Yes.

Q. Was it using your parents' wood or your wife's
wood?

A, It was our lumber that we bought 30-plus years
before when we first built -- had my father—in—law
build --

Q. Gotcha. That lumber came from where,

location-wise, -geographically?

A. Geographically? I know you know where Central -
is now.
Q. I do. It's near Clemson. Is that where it

came from?

A; That's where it came from --

Q. Okay.

A. -- yes, Central, South Carolina.
Q. Okay. Thank you.
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All right. How about cultured marble master

shower?

A. Yes, that was installed.

Q. Okay. And the premium faucets?

A. I supplied those and they were installed.
Q. Thank yoﬁ. Full sink?

A. Yes, that Was installed.

0. R-38 insulation in the attic?

A. No.

Q. No? Your answer 1is no?

A. No.

Q. Okay. What was installed?

A. 35. It's --

Q. Okay.

A Iﬁ was —-- in our house, when you open up the

panel box, all these numbers appear: R-15, R-19,

and R-35 for the attic.

Q. Okay. How about the unframed glass door master
bath?
A. That came with the -- that was part of that

cultured marble --

Q. Okay.
A. -~ thingy.
Q. Okay. The mirrors and shelvings and custom

built-ins throughout the house?
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A. That is misleading.

0. In what way?

A. I supplied the mirrors.

Q. Okay. How about the shelving?

A. And Mr. Hall, Josh Hall, supplied the wooden
shelving;

Q. Okay. The driveway was extended -- or this
says: Extend driveway and ramp.

A. It was extended to the ramp and -- yes.

Q. Okay. And a new septic tank was put in?

A. Correct.

Q. Okay. A walkthrough was done when the house

was completed?
A, Yes.
Q. Do you -- at that time, did you voice any

complaint to Mr. Mazloom about the work on the

house?
A. Oh, yes. There were things that needed to be
redone. Ahmad said, go around and circle

imperfections in the paint or --

Q. Ckay.

A. Do I go on or just stop?

Q. No. Go on.

A. Okay. And he said, imperfections on doors,

paint, things that were not right. And then he
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said, by the way, there are cracks in the transom of
the windows -- the transom windows above the sliding

doors, which I had not noticed, but he did. And he

also said, and -- which he said, I'll take care of
that.

And he said that -- that the screens on the
casement windows are not correct. They are not --—

they're not tight, so it's very hard to see. It
looked like little waves. He said he was going to
fix that.

And there were broken bricks from where the
railings were installed. And I'm sure there are

some other things but, at the moment, I cannot

remember --

Q. Okay.

A. But those are the most major items I can think
of.

Q. He gave you a one-year warranty?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Were thpse items repaired that you just

testified to?

A. Only the imperfections in the paint.

Q. Okay. All right. At the end of the project,
Mr. Mazloom presented a bill to you and your wife

for $55,000; is that correct?
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A. That is correct.

Q. Okay. Now, did you pay that?

A. No, we did not.

Q. Okay. And what was your position as to
nonpayment?

A, I reminded Ahmad that.we had a cost-plus with a
guarantee not to go over 395. And -- and I was not

going to pay what he expected because I wanted a
full accounting to prove that what he -- what he
did, what he supplied, warranted the excess over the
395 that had a guaranteed cap.

I demanded an accounting of that because --
because we did not -- these little features that he
added, he added himself. He would say -- he would
not give me an accounting to begin with of the items
he added.

He said, I want you to have -- I want you to
have a central vac; I want you to have a marble
bathroom; I want you to have the railings. And --
hold on for a second. I'm trying to retain my train
of thought here. And at no time during the
I-want-you-to-have did he attempt to give me a cost
on these items so I would know if it was going to
make the project go over; in any way, shape, or form

go over.
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When I asked him for these numbers, he said
don't worry about it. Every time I asked, don't

worry about it.

Q. Okay. The -- so you and your wife did not pay
the 557

A. . No.

Q. Okay. The items that are on Plaintiff's

Exhibit 33 that were handwritten in, do you consider
those changes from the specifications, meaning,
upgrades, extras, or you don't?

A. There's only -- no. There's only several that
I would consider a change.

Q. Okay. So you saw those handwritten items as
part of the original deal of 3857

A. The handwritten items -- some of them. The ZIP
panel was not ﬁy change. In one of the documents we
signed, somewhere it said that the contractor has
the right to substitute items of equal value or
something to that effect.

ZIP panels. I'm not a construction -- in
construction. I did not say, Ahmad, I think I would
like ZIP panels in place of wrapping the house.
Ahmad called me on the phone and said, Joe, I'm
going to use ZIP panels. I explained that

yesterday. I'm not going to go through that again.
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He -- and so that was his. His additions were
the cultured marble; his additions was the -- along
with the unframed glass door, his recommendations
were for us to use Duration paint because he liked
it; that's what he used on all his houses. He
recommended that we use Duration.

What is not in here is that we did not

install -- he did not supply us with appliances. We

brought our own appliances. Therefore, it was -- it
is my opinion that that item should be -- could,

actually, neutralize some of these other items on

the -- on this list.
We did -- we asked for the beadboard and the
shiplap and -- and to have the beadboard painted

with a Duluth solution that was paint. You just add
water to it until you get to where you can see
through it. So it's a minimal amount of paint. So
I will stop there.

Q. Okay. On the appliances, I believe it says:
Selected by the owner. Is that correct? On the
appliances, it says --

A. For —-- from Ahmad. We'd go to Ahmad and say I
want to say whatever, and he would put them in. I
would say we need a stove, refrigerator, and he

would —-- yeah.
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Q. As I —-- to summarize as to your position in
regards to payment, what you've said is you think
you owe Mr. Mazloom 395 because the way the contract
is drawn and these, what I have called, upgrades or
the handwritten items are part of the original deal.
Is that what your -- is that your position today?

MR. MULLINS: Your Honor, I just want to be
clear. I don't believe that accurately
characterizes His testimony --

MR. DAVIS: Let me strike that --

MR.'MULLINS: ~-— when he --

MR. DAVIS: =-- and ask this.
BY MR. DAVIS:
Q. Today, are you saying, even with these add-on
items on Plaintiff's Exhibit No. 3 {[sic], that you
believe that the contract price, what you owed

Mr. Mazloom, is $3985,0007

A. Or less.

Q. Okay. Or less?

A. Yes.

Q. And that would have been that same position

when he had finished the house in January or
February, whatever, of 2017; is that correct?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. Then -let me ask you this: Your wife
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Mazloom after this house was

ked to review the invoices?

A. Yes, she did.

Q. Why did you -- why would you do that if your

position was we

of doing that?

owe you 395? What was the purpose

A. Oh, no, no, no. We —-—

Q. My question to you is, why would you -—- the

question is, why would you do that?

MR. MULLINS: Your Honor --

A. We already answered that guestion.

Q. If you would, answer the question for me. I

don't remember that being answered.

THE COURT:

review the invo

MR. DAVIS:

The question is, why did you ask to

ices --

Yes. Yes.

THE WITNESS: Okay. So --

THE COURT:

Briefly, if you --

THE WITNESS: Really brief. I don't want to

take a lot of the Court's time.

This was a cost-plus. I'm entitled to see

invoices, the true invoices, for costs and labor.

believe a house

of this nature, which was very

practical, would not have exceeded 395. 1It's

unfathomable.

I told Ahmad we wanted a full
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accounting.

My wife is my wife. She's a little fireball.
And she wanted to go down and see the invoices to
try to get to the bottom of what was going on.

MR. DAVIS: All right. Your Honor, may we
approach the bench on -- before I ésk a —- approach
the bench with the lawyers?

(Sidebar conference.)

BY MR. DAVIS:

Q. Mr. Golson, after -- your wife did review the
documents?

A. She tried.

Q. Okay. She was there for two or three hours,
was she not?

A. Yes.

Q. . Okay. Was a money offer made by your wife to

Mr. Mazloom?

A. No.

Q. Okay. That's your answer?

A. She did not make a money offer to him.
Q. All right.

MR. DAVIS: I believe that's all I have, Your

Honor.
THE COURT: All right. Any redirect?

MR. MULLINS: Can I have one second, Your
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Honor.
THE COURT: Sure.
MR. MULLINS: All right.
REDIRECT EXAMINATION
BY MR. MULLINS:
Q. Mr. Golson, just a few follow-up topics I want

to clarify. I'11 have you look at the notebook,

‘Tab 1.

All right. And you testified on direct -- and
Tab 1 includes the three documents that Mr. Davis

had you looking at, correct?

A. Yes.
Q. Except the Tab 1 is -- are the actual contract
documents. So the last document doesn't have the

writing on it.

A. I think I'm in the right place.

Q. Are you in Tab 17

A. Yes, I am.

Q. Okay.

A. So Tab 1 I got -- I want to make sure I'm in

the right place. Yes.

Q. You were looking at a document that had writing
on it. That one does not have handwriting --

A. Oh, that one. Sorry. Yes.

Q. -— right?
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A. That one doesn't have writing on it.

Q. Okay. These are the contract documents. Is

that a fair —--

A. Yes.

Q. You testified to that earlier, right?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. And you mentioned sométhing. If we go

to the third page, which is the document that says

Contract to Build --

A. Yes. Yes.

Q. Third page of exhibit -- Tab 1. You mentioned
something about the -- that you thought that Ahmad
had the -- first of all, let me -- I think yoﬁr
testimony -- let me make sure I'm understanding
correctly.

All three of these documents were drafted and
presented to you by Mr. Mazloom?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. You mentioned you thought that there was
a reference to Mr. Mazloom having the ability to
substitute materials --
A. Yes.
Q. -- of equal value.

And paragraph 2, the last sentence there, is a

sentence that addresses the substitution of
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materials. You see that? Is that what you were
thinking about?

A. That's what I was thinking about,vyes.

Q. Okay. All right. Now I want to gé to the last
document that's part of the contract document, this
document that says builder to provide. |

A. Okay.

0. And this was a document -- I think Mr. Davis,
in his questions, I just want to make sure the Court
is clear, had suggested that this was specifications

that were prepared by the engineer --

A. Oh.

Q. -— and brought back by Mr. Mazloom. Is that
correct?

A. No, it's not correct. I -- no. These are
jgst -- no. That is not correct. These are -- this

is sort of a broad scope of what goes into a

building.

Q. Very general reference?

A. Just a general reference, yes.

Q. Okay. And I'm glad you mentioned that. Well,
we're going to —-- let's -- well, pull up Exhibit 33

that has the handwritten notes, the loose one,
Plaintiff's Exhibit 33. You got that?

All right. Mr. Davis was asking you about the
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heat pump mini-split. And your -- is there any
concern about the way that this was written that it
did not reflect -- or somehow contradicted what you
believed you were goiﬁg to get, which were
mini-splits throughout the house?

A. Yes. |

Q. And I think you said Mr. Davis was suggesting
that, somehow, heat pumps are not connected to
mini-splits. But, if I understood your testimony,

that mini-splits do have heat pumps that are --

A. Yes, sir. They have heat pumps.

0. All right. Turn to, in the notebook, Tab 8E.
A. With the picture? |

Q. Yes.

A. Okavy.

Q. There's a set of pictures?

A. Yes. Is that what you —--

Q. All right. Do you recognize those pictures?

Are those pictures.y'all took?
A. Oh, yes.
Q. Okay. Flip to the last page -- no, sorry, not
the last page. The third page from the last --

MR. DAVIS: Mr. Mullins, where are you on the
number? I apologize.

MR. MULLINS: Tab 8E. And these are
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Bates-stamped, so it would be Golsonld2 --

MR. DAVIS: Okay.

THE WITNESS: Okay. I see 1it.
BY MR. DAVIS:
Q. Okay. This is a photograph -- well, tell us
what this is.
A. Okay. This is a photograph of the -- of the
primary of the Mitsubishi --
Q. Let me just ask you, what's the Post-it say
right there?
A. It says: Compressor, mini-split --
Q.  Are you on the same page I am? You might not
be on the same page I am.

THE COURT: He's not.
BY MR. DAVIS:
Q. 142.
A. Oh, I'm sorry. You're talking about --

MR. MULLINS: Get him to 142.

THE WITNESS: I'm sorry.

MS. HEYWARD: You're fine. They're really hard
to read.

THE WITNESS: Oh. -

MS. HEYWARD: Yeah, down here.

THE WITNESS: I couldn't see that at all.

Okay. I couldn't see that at all. I'm sorry.
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BY MR. MULLINS:

Q. That's my fault, totally my fault. It's my job
to get YOu to where you need to be.

A. Okay. Yeah. This is a picture of the

discharge unit, the head.

Q. Well, first of all -- what?

A. This is —--

Q. I'm not sure we're on the right page.

A. This one that says mini-split?

Q. Yeah. I wanted to start with -- because I had

asked you about the Post-it. 1Is that --

A. Yeah. That --

Q. So what does that say on that page?

A. It says mini-split.

0. And why is that there?

A. Because this is the secondary —-- this is what's

in our sunroom.

Q. Does that say heat pump on it? Is that --
A. No.
Q. No. I'm sorry.

Is the machine a heat pump?
A. The -- altogether, the outside -- the outside
device is a heat pump.
Q. Right.

A. This --
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Q. Is that the heat pump for the mini-split?

A. No, it's not.

Q. Okay. It's not?

A. No. This is the power --

0. It says heat -- maybe I misunderstood.

A. Oh, sorry.

Q. It says heat pump on there.

A. Yeah. I'm sorry. It does. You're right. I'm

sorry. 1t says heat pump. It is a heat pump. Yes.
Q. Okay. And you seem a little confused. Am I
misunderstanding or is this accurately --

A. No. I -- it's =-=-

Q. Wait a minute. Let me finish my question.
A. I'm sorry.
Q. Does this accurately reflect -- is this a

correct photograph that has a Post-it that says
mini-split and heat pump? Is there something
erroneous about it?

A. No. It's correct. 1I'm just —-- it's correct.
It"s a heat pump.

Q. I —— look, we're just trying to get through
this and I'm bouncing you all around. It's fine.
It's okay. The important thing is we're clear on
the record.here.

A. Yes.
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Q. Okay. And if you believe you were off track

and you now are on track, just say I was off track

and --

A. - I'm sorry. I was off track.

Q. So tell me --

A.- I'm on track now.

Q. Let's start over. Tell me what this document
is.

A. A picture of a heat pump; the mini-split heat
pump .

Q. Okay. And so does this.support your position
that what was reflected in the -- this document with

builders to provide when you saw heat pump
mini-split --

A. Yes.

Q. Is that what you -- that's what you expected.

But you only got a mini-split for the sunroom?

A. Correct.
Q. Okay. Let's go back to this builders to
provide. And you said this was kind of a general

list of things to be provided, correct?

A, Yes.
Q. You were just stating that.
And I just want to make sure -- I just want to

talk about a few of these that have the
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handwritten -- I'm sorry. I want you to look at 33
that has the handwritten notes on it.

A. Okay. I got it.

Q. And you can go to the bottom of the first page

where it says shower doors there.
A. Yes.
Q. And handwritten there is unframed glass door.

And I think Mr. Mazloom testified that was an extra

or something.

A. No.

Q. Was that your recollection of what --

A. It was part of the marble --

0. I'm talking about the shower doors.

A. Yeah. The shower door is not extra.

Q. No. I'm sorry. Look --

A, I mean —-

Q. I want you to look at the piece of paper.
A. Okay.

Q. Okay? And see where it says shower door?
A, Yes.

Q. And you see where it says unframed glass
door --

A. Correct.

Q. -- handwritten?

And, if I'm understanding Mr. Mazloom's
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testimony, the handwritten items are items they
contend are extras.

A. Oh. That's -- yes. Yes.

Q. Okay. So I want you to look at the page. I'm
assuming that an unframed glass door that -- well,
let me ask you this: Does the shower door say
whether -- does the typed version.of the document

state whether it's going to be framed or unframed?

A. Oh. Co;rect. It doesn't say either.

Q. Okay. It just says shower door?

A. It says shower door.

Q. = Okay. It doesn't specify anything, does it?
A. Correct.

Q. Okay. Sidewalks. You heard some testimony

about the sidewalks.

_A. Yes.

Q. Look at the bottom of the page. What does it

say right there, the typed version?

A. It doesn't say the type of sidewalk. It
just --

Q. What does it say?

A. Sidewalks.

Q. Okay. Does it say the width of -- does it
say --—

A. No.
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Q. -- three feet, five feet, or eight feet?
A. No, sir.
Q. Okay. Let's look at stainless steel kitchen

sink. That's right above the heat pump mini—split.
You see that line?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. And handwritten there, it says full
sink, not segmented. Do you see that?

A. Correct.

Q. Does the typed version say segmented or full or
not segmented or anything like that?

A. No, it doesn't.

Q. Okay. Mirrors and -- go to the second pége.

Mirrors and shelving. Do you see that?

A, Correct.
Q. Does 1t say anything about standard or custom
or does it give you any direction -- the parties any

direction as to what was expected?

A. No. No, sir.

0. All right. And you were asked about the
appliances. That's listed here because it's in
the -- what's the title of this document?

A, The Builder's to Provide.

Q. Okay. And the appliances -- I -think you

testified on direct this document reflects that
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Mr. -- that ARM was to provide it, but you were
going to select what types were to be provided.

A. That is correct.

Q. But your understanding was that this was to be
included in the 3857

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. Drop -- the next down, does it say
permanent driVeway?

A. Yes.

Q. Does it say extended or does it give any length
or any direction as to the scope of the driveway?
A. No, it doesn't.

Q. Okay. The septic system there, does it say

anything new or used or refurbished or --

A. No, it does not.
Q. Okay. And then I think your understanding was
the -~ go back to the first page.

Interior door paint grade where he asked you
about the Duration paint --

A. ~Correct.

Q. -- does that say anything about whether it's
Duration or not Duration? .

A. No, it doesn't.

Q. All right. And your understanding of interior

doors paint grade was what?
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A. Is that -- an interior door that can be
painted.

Q. Right. All right. At the conclusion of

Mr. Davis' questioning and I -- I know you were up

there a long time yesterday. And I know this hasn't
been fun. So I'm going to ask you a question that
might help refresh your recollection since Mr. Davis
brought it up.

He asked you about when Lycia went to see
Mr. Mazloom and wanted to see the invoices. Do you

recall that question?

A, Ch, vyes.
Q. And when you said you asked for an
accounting -- I mean, an accounting is invoices and

payment, right? The cost would be both, right?

A. Yes —-

0. All right.

A. -— that's correct.

Q. Okay. And we're going to hear from Lycia, so

we don't need to get into this. But the meeting
that she had did not satisfy the concerns, did they?
A. No, it did not.

0. All right. ©Now, Mr. Davis asked you about an
offer that may have been made. Was there an effort

to try to just resolve this matter and end it?
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A. Yes, there was.
0. Okay. Did Lycia have that discussion initially

with Mr. Mazloom during that meeting?>

A, No; I did.
Q.  Okay. Were you aware that Lycia may have had
discussions about how to end the —-- whether there's

money‘or not, how to end this dispute?

A. I -- no.

Q. Okay.

A. No.

Q. All right. But you recall that, at some point,

you made an effort to rescolve the dispute?

A. Yes, I did.

Q:- And why was that?

A. Because I wanted Ahmad to go away.

Q. Does that —--

A. I didn't want to do it. I don't believe in

throwing good money after bad. This is before Lycia
did whatever Lycia did.

But I made him an offer to take it. I still

wanted a full accounting. I wanted to make him go
away.
Q. All right. That's fine. Thank you.

THE COURT: Any recross?

MR. DAVIS: Let's see. Just briefly.

979




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

525

RECROSS-EXAMINATION

BY MR. DAVIS:
Q. On the Exhibit 33, the Builder to Provide
document, so the time -- so at the time that this
was signed, did you compare this document to the
specifications and plans that you got from Mr. Bigby
[sic] prior to initialing this document?
A. This -- say it one more time, please, just so I
can get the answer.
Q. Prior to initialing Plaintiff's Exhibit 33, did
you take the plans and the specifications you
obtained from Mr. Bigby [sic] and compare it to what
was on this sheet as to the listings on this sheet?
A. Okay. To begin with, Mr. Higby did not present
me with a list of specifications. The
specifications were actually part of the plan. It
showed the size of the concrete footers; it showed
the pitch of the roof; it showed -- it did not have
this. He did not provide me this.

The specifications were the specifications as

to how the building should be constructed. They

were part -- part of the plan.
Q. Okay.
A. So he did not give me a cop.y of something like

this. That just did not happen.
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THE COURT: What is he referencing?
MR. DAVIS: Plaintiff's 33.

THE WITNESS: I'm sorry.

THE COURT: It's okay.

BY MR. DAVIS:

Q. Okay. That's your answer?
A. Yes.
Q. Did you have anybody else besides Mr. Bigby

526

review this Plaintiff's 33, lawyer or anyone else,

engineer, prior to putting your initials on this?

A. No.

Q. All right. Thank you, sir.

THE COURT: All right. The witness may step

down.

All right. Let's take a break, five or ten

minutes.

(Brief recess.)

THE COURT: Are you ready to proceed,
Mr. Mullins?

MR. MULLINS: Yes, Your Honor. We call
Mrs. Lycia Golson to the stand.

LYCIA GOLSON

being first duly sworn, testified as follows:

THE WITNESS: I do.

THE CLERK: Thank you. Please be seated.
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you're seated[ please state your name, spelling your
last name for the fecord.

THE WITNESS: My name is Lycia -- L-Y-C-I-A --
Golson -- G-0-L-5-0O-N.

THE CéURT: Good morning.

THE WITNESS: Good morning.

DIRECT EXAMINATION
BY MR. MULLINS:
Q. Mrs. Golson, if you would -- and we can —-- you
can just be very brief. But just give us a little
background on who you are and —- who you are.
A. I'm Joe Golson's wife. I met him at Clemson
University. We were married in 1979. Some years I
can't remember if it was '78 or '79 until he
clarifies it. But we were married after we went to
Clemson together for four years.

And I got a Bachelor of Science in nursing. I
worked in the open-heart unit in Greenville. In
1979, I started at Dorn VA Medical Center and helped
them open the unit there because it was a new
hospital. And I worked there for 34 years.

I retired a little bit earlier than I had
expected. My mother was sevérely i1l and I took
care of her for five days a week, Monday through

Friday. My brother came from Savannah and took care
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of her on Saturday and Sunday. And she passed away
on December 13th.

And I stafted working at Parkridge because they
were getting ready to open a new hospital in March
of '14 and they needed someone with my
gqualifications to help with the intensive care unit
opening. And so I accepted a position there. And
I'm currently employed there.

THE COURT: At Parkridge?

THE WITNESS: At Parkridge.

BY MR. MULLINS:

Q. All right. And I want to get just kind of your
slight perception on some things that we've already
gone through with Mr. -- with Joe. So we don't need
to plow deeply, unless, you know, there may be some
topics.

But can you just briefly give us your point of
view and perception on -- or thought process on the
decision to build this home up at the lake.

A. Joe works around the corner. If you went
around the water, it would be very close. But he
has to drive around by land. I drive to Parkridge,
and so it's much closer there than it was when we

were in the city.

We went back and forth between the homes when I
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was working during the week because I had to work
full time at the beginning to help them open the
hospital. Now I work two days a week ——Vtwo
l12-and-a-half-hour days in an ICU caring for
critically ill people. But, at that time, we were
doing the opening process, so I was working -full
time, and it made more sense for us to live at the
lake so I could drive.

And what was the rest of your question?

Q. Well, I just wanted the thought process about
what the decision was to move to the lake and how
you viewed this home that you were getting ready to
build.

A, One of the considerations that went into the
building of the home was to have it accommodate my
needs, especially -- even though it was on Joe's
land and we were taking down the home that was very
tender and dear to him.

So we talked back and forth a long time. I
wanted to have the ability to minimize my risk of
pneumonia; I wanted to minimize my risk for
infection. I am very versed in chronic lymphocytic
leukemia because I took my uncle to Duke many, many
timeé. He had the same leukemia. I was educated by

a specialist at Duke in the presence of my uncle.
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I wanted to be sure that I did everything
possible in this home_to make it help me in the
process of maintaining my health.

MR. DAVIS: Your Honor, would you ask her to
speak up a little? We can'tlhear her at that angle.
Thank you. |

THE COURT: If you could, speak up a little. I
can hear you because I'm not next to you. But I
just want to make sure the court reporter hears you
and the attorneys can hear your responses as well.

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir.

BY MR. MULLINS:
Q. And since we've started critiquing you, maybe

slow down a little bit for the court reporter's

benefit.

A. My apologies to the court reporter.

Q. Everything else was perfect.

A. Where was I, Wade?

Q. I'm not —— well, you were talking about your --
your -—-

A. Specifications in the house?

0. Well, your health and, you know, what impact
that had.

You mentioned you've got CLL. When was that

diagnosis made?
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A. Oh, my diagnosis was made on the days the Twin
Towers came down in New York. A pathologist and
oncologist at the VA brought me into a room at the
lab and told me I had CLL.

And so, shortly after that, which was January
1st, Ahmad and Robin invited us fo the lake -- to
their home. And we had a swim party. And I was
talking to Ahmad's wife about the leukemia and my
fears and anxieties. And, at that point, I didn't
have as much education about it, but I was working
aggressively on learning about it.

So Ahmad has been aware all along that I had
the leukemia. And I was adamant in the discussions
with him that I need the mini-split because it would
minimize the potential for molds and mildews and
bacteria in ductwork; that the system would be
better, because I had done significant insightful
research on the system and I had seen it.

And my biggest concern was, when we brought
that discussion to the table, he didn't even know
what a mini-split was and didn't express any
interest in reading the material I had brought him,
a big, big folder of material. And I was willing to
show him and teach him about it. He was

dismissive -- pleasantly dismissive.
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And then later, when we got into more
discussion of it, he got downright unpleasant to the
point that his wife came in and said --

MR. DAVIS: Your Honor, I apologize. We cannot
hear. We cannot hear from our angle.

THE COURT: And, obviously, you're talking to
me. But what I'd like you to also do is also talk
to the courtroom as well. I can hear you. But it's
important that everyone in here is able to hear you.

MR. MULLINS: Speak up.

THE WITNESS: Do you want me to use the
microphone?

BY MR. MULLINS:

Q. Just speak up a little bit. I can hear you
fine, so I'm not —- I think if you just raise it a
slight --

A. Just leave it alone. I don't want to use that

thing. Anyway, I will do my best to raise.my voice.

Q. Let's —--
A. Robin wanted to tell Ahmad very emphatically,
give her what she wants. She was very supportive at

that point about it.
Q. All right. And were you at -- you heard Joe
testify about this meeting and that -- the comments

that were made by Robin, Mr. Mazloom's wife,
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correct? That's who you were referring to?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Okay. Were you present at —-- was this meeting
where there was discussion about what was going to
be put in the house?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Okay. And at that meeting -- tell me what
happened at that meeting. And tell me what your
belief was at the conclusion of the meeting about
what was going to be provided as far as an HVAC
system wés concerned.
A. My conclusion was --

THE WITNESS: Are you able to hear me,
Mr. Davis?

MR. DAVIS: Yes.

THE WITNESS: My conclusion was that he
understood that a mini-split unit was also the
heat-pump unit and that we were going to receive
that kind of a system. I even showed him printed
pictures from Julia Roberts' house -- apartment in
New York with the mini-split in every unit -- in
every room.

And that would have been one for the kitchen,
living room combined; one for the sunroom, one for

our bedroom, and one for two other rooms. So it
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would be a five-zone system. That five-zone system
would have actually been less expensive than what

he's charged us for, for a system that doesn't work

efficiently.

Q. All right. Turn to Tab 1 in the notebook,
please.

A. The trial exhibit notebook?

Q. Yes.

A. Tab 17

Q. Are those loose papers that just came out of

the notebook or is that another exhibit that was
inside of it?
A, I don't know what it is.
Q. I just want to make sure we're not getting
messed up here.

Would you flip through and look at these pages
on Tab 1 and tell me what this is.
A. Contract to Build and Builder to Provide.

0. Right. What -- are these the contract

documents?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. You signed these?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. All right. We've had a lot of discussion about

this, but I want to hear your view: What type of
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contract did yéu believe that you had entered into

with ARM?

A. It was a cost-plus contract with a guaranteed
maximum limit of $395,000. 2And he also assured us,
on many discussions, that there would be money left
over for the landscaping; there would be money left
over for the irrigation; there would be money left

over for the furnishings; and that I could pick out
the appliances that I wanted, was on the list.

To this day, I have a 1974 refrigerator in my
garage. And that's the only thing that I use for
refrigeration for the last two years because we left
our good refrigerator in the home that we sold in
the city.

Q. Why did you do that?

A. I had great concerns because there were —-- 1
worked -- my -- later on, as the house was being
built, I was just working the two days a week and
Joe was working five days a week. And so I was able
to be out there. I was able, against his wishes, to
talk to the subcontractors. And I was really
concerned as the work progressed. The heating and
air conditioning, I --

Q. All right. We'll talk about that in a second.

But the -- I was asking you about the appliances.
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And you mentioned that you brought your refrigerator

from home --

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Or a refrigerator that you had.
And -- well, let me ask you this: - You look at

the list that's included in the contract documents,

and there's a reference to appliances.

A, It says the builder is to provide it.

Q.. I think it's on the last page, right?

A, It says the builder is to provide it.

Q. All right. And you select it; was that your
understanding?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. All right. So the appliances were -- did you

interpret your agreement that the appliances were
within the $395,000 agreement?

A. It was a cost-plus with a guaranteed maximum,
so where I thought it would. But there were so many
glaring refusals to answer my questions, whether my
husband was there or not. And it was especially

difficult to deal with him when I --

0. All right. I --
A. ~-- would ask a question —-
Q. Okay. I just want to know what your

interpretation of the agreement that you had when
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you signed this contract about the appliances; that
it was included within the cost of the guaranteed
maximum price. Am I understanding --

A. Is that a yes-or-no question?

Q. I'm asking you -- yeah. I want you to tell the
Court what your understanding is.

A. My understanding is the appliances were to be
provided by Ahmad Mazloom's ARM Builders.

Q. As part of the cost-plus with the guaranteed

maximum price?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Okay. You were -- and --

A. Am I speaking loud enocugh now?

Q. I think so.

A. Okay.

'Q. You were getting ready to talk about, I

think —-- and I'm sorry I interrupted you; I'm just
trying to keep this efficient here -- about concerns

that you had or that began to emerge as the project

was being built. Is that -- did --
A. I had --
Q. Did you develop concerns when the project was

being built?
A. I had a huge concern at the point where the

shiplap came in. That was -- you know, we've
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already got walls and we've got other things in.

The shiplap was put up. And then Ahmad went on
a cruise through the Panama Canal and then drove
back across the country. So he was gone for two
weeks. And, at the same time, his foreman, Nery
Rodas, was gone to Indiana to make an addition to
his sister's home. And the shiplap was installed
incorrectly. I tried to deal with it in a nice way
so that it would come out well in the end.

Q. Tell us why you thought the shiplap was
installed incorrectly.

A. It was backwards. It was -- it was butted up
against each other like this. It's supposed to be
separate. But it's also supposed to -- it doesn't
have a right and a wrong side. They had the wrong
side out the first time.

The second time, they turned it around and it
had a bunch of nail holes in it. And they still put
it on wrong. So --

Q. Let me make sure I understand. You're saying

that the siding was installed backwards?

A. The first time.
0. And for -- I will confess that I was not aware
of what shiplap was until a couple years ago. I am

now intimately aware of it.
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But can you describe what shiplap is, for the
benefit of any of us in here that may not know what
shiplap is?

A. Well, in the room that you can see through two
of the windows, there's a firéplace. And you can
see the shiplap was there and it was correctly
placed, correctly painted by the cabinet builder.

Q. I'm sorry. Can --

A. It's just a small amount. And this shiplap is
boards that have a gap between them and they're of a
decorative nature. So when they, not looking
through those doors, put the shiplap on backwards,
it was just kind of hard to conceive. So I brought
it up. And Mr. Mazloom was not very nice about it.

And then -- so they ripped it off. They ripped
holes in the wood with the nail holes, the staple
holes, whatever you call them. And that was done
three times. So, then, it was no longer possible to
whitewash these boards that are supposed to have a
penny gap.

Ahmad didn't even understand penny gap, even
though there was an example for him to see that had
been done properly.

Q. And a penny gap 1is what? That's kind of the

reference to the gap in --
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A. Yes, sir.
Q. -— the siding?
A. So then, finally, he did bring some pennies.

And, on the third time around, he made some
off-the-cuff -- I don;t know what kind of words to
say. Not a very nice comment about it. But he
stuck the pennies in there and told the men to put

it on correctly.

Q. Okay.
A. But the big -- may I elaborate more?

C Q. Certainly.
A. The big concern for that came up when I went to
see the billing and it was charged three times. I'm
done.
Q. And your —-- the purpose of that comment is
what? When you saw the -- you believed -- what

impact did that have on the costs that are being
asserted? I want to make sure I understand what
you're trying to say.

A. Well, it's going to increase the cost. If I'm
having to pay for something that he did not have his
foreman supervise and he did not supervise because
he was gone for two weeks, then my costs are going
to increase.

And it made me angry. I got upset and worried
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about -- I started worrying about costs.
Q. All right.
A. That was probably the first time that I was

really concerned about it.

Q. Okay. All right.

A. Do you understand, Wade, that I'm talking about
two different concerns? It was the concern at the
time that we're not getting what we're asking for,

and then later, when I reviewed the bills.

Q. I was going to ask you that because it --
A. Did I clarify it?
0. No. Let's clarify that for the Court.

So, at the time, your concern was regarding --

at theé time that i1t was installed, what was your

concern?

A. That it was installed improperly three times --
Q. Okay.

A. -- two times, and then not until the third time

that it was correct.

And then I didn't have the kind of wood that
would be beautiful for the treatment of the diluted
paint, which was whiteéwash. |
Q. And so we don't forget to touch on this
subject, because we're going to talk about, at some

point down the road, where you reviewed some
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documents, but the second concern related to cost

was what?

A. That he wouldn't answer me as to how much this

stuff was costing --

Q. No. When you reviewed the --

A. When I reviewed the bill?

Q. Yeah.

A. There was a lot of linear feet. And I knew how
many linear feet were there. And that number I knew

was there was inflated on that invoice that he

showed me.
Q. Okay. And that's -- that -- your explanation

there is to the conclusion that you reached about

having to redo it?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. All right. So your -- in your mind, you
became concerned. I think you said the shiplap was
the first issue. Let's -- we've talked about the

HVAC system and what you thought you had agreed to
at the time you signed the contract.

Tell us when you realized -- under what
circumstance you realized that you were not going to

get that.

A. Well, as I mentioned, I was working two days a

week. And I went out there one day and there was
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ductwork in the ceiling that's not consistent with
the diagrams of the Bryant system that we gave him
in the packet.

And there was a young man up there installing
stuff. And he, unsolicited, shared that there had
beeh a huge fighf between Mr. Joyner and Mr.
Mazloom. And, also, the reason I went out is
because my neighbor called me and said, I don't know
what's going on --

MR. DAVIS: Objection, Your Honor; hearsay.

THE COURT: Mr. Mazloom or the neighbor?

MR. DAVIS: No. She said the neighbor had
called. A neighbor --

MR. MULLINS: Skip that part --

THE COURT:I Yeah.
BY MR. MULLINS:
Q. Skip that part and keep going.

THE‘COURT: Don't talk about --
BY MR. MULLINS:
Q. Don't talk about what the neighbor told you.
Just finish —--
A. The neighbor didn't tell me anything. He told
me I better get out there and see because there was
a fight at my house. Is that what's wrong? I can't

say that?
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Q. No. Just, please, move on past that.
A. Okay. I got it.

Okay. So I came to the house. And I saw the
young man up in the attic putting in large ductwork
that wasn't consistent with the system that I was
very much knowledgeable about.

Q. Okay. So that was the first time that you

realized that there was going to be an issue?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Okay. What happened after that?

A. Well, when I discussed it with Ahmad, he got
very angry; he got belligerent. He said -- he told

me that I knew I was going to get the other system
and -— that he was installing, that it was already
in progress.

I said, that's not what we want. I went
outside and saw the other two units —-- the other
unit that was going to be installed out there. And
I said, this is not what is going to be beneficial
to my health and this is my retirement home and this
is what I need to maintain my health.

I'm sorry. -I should speak to all of you.

THE COURT: You're doing fine. Talk to your
lawyer; talk to the —-- talk to everybody. You don't

have to just keep eyeballs on me.
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THE WITNESS: I'm not trying to look at you —--
THE COURT: No, no, no. I'm just saying you
can look anywhere you want. You don't have to look
just at me.
BY MR. MULLINS:
Q. Okay. And what was the ultimate outcome with
your concern?
A. They put in a system that they wanted to put
in. I guess he could justify it under the -- he had
billed at least or better than what we wanted. He

could substitute; 1s that what it is?

Q. I'm just asking you right now what the outcome
was.
A. We got one mini-split in the sunroom that we

now use, at times, to heat and cool the whole house.
And we got some other source of heat, cooling, for a
one—-zone. And the other zone is for the bedroom.
And that zone sounds like a hurricane when it runs.
So we don't use it because it sounds terrible, would
wake you up when it comes on.

And the other zone serves the kitchen -- the
massive kitchen and great room and the two bedrooms.
The second zone is covering two bedrooms and the
kitchen and living room.

0. How has that affected the concerns about the
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HVAC systems in relation to your health issues?

A. I knew that I may as well have gone back to the
old house. I didn't have any improved system for
maintaining my health.

Q. All right. What other concerns might there
have -- did you have with regards to the project

when it was unfolding and being built?

A. May I think for a second?
Q. You sure can.
Can you describe what the -- what your

recollection of the installation of the gutter
system, how that may have gone?

A. Well, they installed the gutters. I didn't
have any question about the gutter system at all. I
didn't have any question to Ahmad or to the people
installing them, even though I was out there.

But, when I got to the paperwork that Ahmad
presented, I know that the dimensions of the house
were 65 feet one way and 65 on this front side and
the back side and the ends are shorter. And he said
we had 350 feet of gutter. But he called Nery
Rodas. And Nery —-- he didn't even know. He called
Nery Rodas in front of me. And Nery -- I can hear
the conversation --

MR. DAVIS: Objection as to hearsay, Your
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Honor.
A. -~ said there was =--

MR. DAVIS: Objection --

A. -— 350 feet

MR. DAVIS: Objection --

A. -~ of --

MR. DAVIS: -- aé to hearsay, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Listen --

THE COURT REPORTER: I need y'all to talk one
at a time, please.

THE COURT: Just a moment. When an attérney
makes an objection, if you could please just stop
talking so he can note his objection for the record.
Okay?

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir.

THE COQURT: All right.

MR. DAVIS: My objection deals with hearsay as
to one of the subcontractors she's trying to say she
had a conversation with, Mr. Rodas.

THE COURT: Okay.

BY MR. MULLINS:

Q. Try to limit your testimony to responding to
the question without referencing --

A. Can I clarify what he just said?

Q. No.
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A. Because he didn't quote me.

THE COURT: The objection is sustained as to
talking about what you heard other people say. You
obviously -- Mr. Mullins can rephrase the question,
though, for you.

BY MR. MULLINS:

Q. Let me rephrase the question. And, Lycia,

listen to me. Your testimony needs to be limited to
or exclude comments. Just tell me what happened.

Okay? Don't tell me who said what. Okay?
Unless —-- you can talk about Mr. Mazloom. Okay?
But if it's somebody else, we're going to get that

same obJjection and we're going to be here all day.

A. Yes, sir.

Q. All right.

A. Mr. Mazloom had a receipt that said we had
gutters. I said, how much gutters?

‘I don't know.

He made a phone call. The gutters were 350
feet. I knew there weren't 350 feet of gutters on
the house. And the charge was extraordinarily
excessive because I had a computer beside me and I
typed in gutters and the fee, which I had done
before with other items. And I knew that was

excessive.
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Q. Okay.
A. Did I do a better Fjob?
Q. All right. And, I'm sorry, we're working our

way through this. And I'm the one who got you on
gutters. Let's back up to the performance of the
work while the work was ongoing.

Did you ever have concerns or voice concerns
when there were discussions about different aspects
of the home as to the cost and where the project may
be in terms of cost?

A. We asked several times about things that we
didn't know the answer to, specific to our home. We
knew what things would cost for, like, if you look
on Angie's List or something. But during one of
those discussions, I asked Ahmad about something.
And he was smoking in the house. And.I said, Ahmad,
please don't smoke in the house. And he continued
to smoke. And he didn't answer my guestion about
the -- the question about cost. He stood there and
smoked, so I Jjust had tb back up.

So then on the next time that we had a
conversation about cost and what was going on in the
house at that point, he got angry at me and was
belligerent and he kicked my dog. And my dog was a

very important part of my life; very supportive,
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went with me everywhere. And I didn't -- didn't
appreciate him kicking the dog just to make a point
to me. That wasn't necessary.

I could hear him. I exchanged verbal words
with him in a nice tone of voice, because I have
been disciplined to do that, even in the most
difficult situations. .And so I maintained my
composure and I had expected to receive the same
treatment from him.

Q. Were there other times where you or Joe had
conversations with Mr. Mazloom about cost? And what
was the response?

A. Well, we ﬁad a conversation about the hood
vent. We wanted a certain hood vent because it's a
joke for Joseph and I that we wanted the food to be
sucked off of the stove, because the vent in the
previous house had had that.

And he basically didn't know what we wanted,
didn't want to provide it. So Joe had to go out and

buy it, bring it back, and install it. And he

didn't even volunteer to do it. He just left Joe to
do it.
Q. All right. And I'm sorry. I'm trying to

understand concerns that you had raised about the

cost that was transpiring. What was the response —-
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A, Well, I asked him how much we had to be able to
use. I used the word allotments. He said, you
don't have allotments in a cost-plus contract. And
I said, well, are we approaching -- I want to be
able to put in the irrigation system and the
sprinkler system. And I was céncerned. This is the
stuff that's happening, you know, middle, towards
the end. And I wanted to make sure that we came in
so that we could get all the things that we wanted
and needed and still be within the cost-plus and
maximum with 395. We didn't want to spend any extra

money just to...

Q. What would he tell you?
A. Don't worry about it; don't worry about it; I
want you to have this; I want you to have that. The

shower was one of those discussions.

Q. All right. Let's look at Tab 3 and --

A. Do you mind if I say one more thing about the
shower?

Q. Okay.

A. It was supposed to be tile. Joseph's uncle, Ty

Rothberg, developed the thinset. He developed it
while he was a student at the University of South
Carolina. And this may not be important to Ahmad or

Mr. Davis, but that was a worldwide phenomenal
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—

improvement in labor-saving for the industry. It
developed better in the European nations than it did
in the states. But then it came to the states.

He -- tile is part of the way we think. Tile
is what we thought we wanted. And we could also
purchase it from friends. And he said that we
wanted marble; that we would like that much better;
I wouldn't have a hard time cleaning it. I didn't
like that; I really didn't.

Q. Okay. Look at Tab 3 in the notebook, if you
would, please. This is the final bill that you-all
received from Mr. Mazloom; 1s that correct?

A. That was the bill that he presented to my

husband after we had paid for the house.

Q. Okay. And the date of this is --
A. February 11th, 2017.
Q. Okay. What was your reaction upon learning

that this had been submitted? Your understanding
was he expected to be paid $55,085; is that correct?
A. I was livid. I was livid. I was angry. And
Joe will attest that I can get really angry, Vvery
angry about this kind of stuff, because I pay
attention to detail; I ask for detail. I'm
detail-oriented when I take care of people.

And this was an extraordinarily painfully
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expensive addition that he had not said anything
about, even when we finished the final payment. He

just came out of the blue with this unbelievable

$55,000 -- well, actually, let me correct myself,
$61,086.86.
Q. That's the fee. But the 555,000, last line

item, 1s what he was claiming that he was --

A. We were still owing him $55,000, yes.

Q. Okay.

A. And I knew there was no way we owed him
$55,000.

Q. Well, the line item, two above that; the total

construction cost, you see that?

A. $468,332.57, is that what you're saying, that
line?

Q. Yes. What does that mean to you?

A. That means that he wasn't honoring our

cost-plus maximum of 385.

Q. Is that the first time you had seen what ARM

and Mr. Mazloom were contending were the costs on

the project?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Okay. Sometime shortly thereafter, a meeting
occurred; 1s that correct?

A. Yes.
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Q. Tell us about that.
A. I called Ahmad and I said that I wanted to see
the receipts and I wanted to see the payment. I

wanted it outlined, like he said he would do for us,
that he'd keep an account of the receipts and the
payments, and that he would share that with us. And

he hadn't done it, so I had insisted that he do it.

0. All right. This --
A. And I find their discussion here distracting.
0. All right. And if it's bothering your train of

thought, you stop talking and we'll deal with it.
A. Yes, sir. |

Q. But I think it's =-- the Judge is the one who
will control things.

A. Yes, sir.

Q. The date of this is -—- the date of this
document we're looking at is February 1llth, right?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Can you give us some context as to when the
meeting took place?

A. Our meeting was the 15th of February.

Q. Okay. And when you say our, tell us --
specifically walk us through this meeting.

A. I went to Ahmad's home. I was in the kitchen

at the table. It's a long table. He brought out
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this messy pile of papers. Literally, they were
turned all which way. If you were to look at them
with just an overview, you wouldn't know if you were
looking at invoices or receipts for payment. And
then he started flipping the pages. And I said,
slow down; I want to read every one of these.

And at one point, I saw a Winsupply document.
And it had -- I was there a total of three to four
hours. So I asked him to stop and go get me a glass
of water. And I did that with the intent that I
would take a photograph of it to show that there
were charges for Obalee's [phonetic] house; Obalee's
wife Teresa worked with me at the VA. I know
Obalee, so I recognized the name.

And there were also charges for one of the
several addresses that are listed as Ahmad's house,
Sweet Melody Lane. There are multiple numbers for
his residence.

Q. Okay. So describe for the Court -- I think you
had already testified that you had called him and
requested an accounting like he was supposed to
provide. That's what the meeting -- that was the
purpose of the meeting?

A. Yes. Well, one of the receipts that was really

the scariest part of it all was a receipt from
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Joshua Joyner. That receipt, I have seen since in
these tabs, had marked paid on it. My copy at home
doesn't have marked paid, because I asked him for a
copy for it, because I knew then that the cost of
the five-zone system that I wanted didn't cost
$25,000. So I asked him to give me a copy of it --

MR. MULLINS: Objection, Your Honor. I think
she's referring to Mr. Joyner; I believe; She said
he and she was talking about the subcontractor. My
objection deals with hearsay.

THE COURT: Okay.

I'll let him finish his --

MR. DAVIS: Okay.

THE COURT: Or he can rephrase his question.
But she's referring to a document fhat's already in
evidence as well. But we'll see —-—- rephrase the
question.

BY MR. MULLINS:

0. And you -- Ms. Golson --

A. Tab 8 has White Knoll Heating & Air.

Q. Right. And you were talking about a -- let me
ask you this -- or let me make sure I understood

your testimony. You had received an invoice from
Mr. Joyner and you were comparing it to an invoice

that you saw on this -- in this stack of pages you
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were looking through?

A. That's not correct, Wade.
Q. Okay. Well, help straighten me out.
A. Mr. Joyner had not given me a receipt for

heating and air. He testified yesterday that he

did. He did not give me a receipt for the heating

and air.
Q. Okay.
A. I saw the receipt under Tab 8A in the pile at

Ahmad's house. This was a Tab that said: Date,
1/24/2017; due, 2/23/2017. And I could only share
what I thought. T was like, oh, my God, we're going
to have to pay this bill on top because the
disbursements were gone and this doesn't say paid
now like it does now.

Q. I gotcha.

A. So I'm like, 55 plus 25 more -- I can do math

pretty fast. I was like, shoot, this is going to be

unbelievable.

Q. Okay.

A. And I ~--

Q. I gotcha. So the operative issue, you saw a

due date here and it had not been marked paid. So
you were concerned that you had additional costs?

A. And how could I believe him that he said he had
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paid it? I said, well, it doesn't say paid on the
invoice --

MR. DAVIS: Objection, Your Honor, as to
who she's referring to when she says he. I'm not
sure.

MR. MULLINS: She pointed to the table over

there.

THE WITNESS: We're talking about Ahmad's
meeting.

MR. MULLINS: That's what I needed to hear.

THE COURT: Thank you.

Thank you. You can proéeed.

BY MR. MULLINS:

Q. All right. How long did this meeting take
place?
A. At the three-hour mark, his wife came out

because she had the three triplets in the back. And
she said, how much longer are y'all going to talk?
And he told her to get a copy of this receipt for me
because I wanted it.

Q. Okay.

A. And it still lasted a little longer. I don't
think it went four hours, but it was three hours.

Q. A1l right.

A. Because this was a disorganized mess that I had
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reading it.

Q. Describe how you felt after your completion of
your efforts to review this.

A. I felt more like we have to get rid of this
idiot.

MR. DAVIS: Objection, Your Honor, as to the
characterization of Mr. Mazloom by this witness.

THE COURT: Well, she's certainly entitled to
her opinion. But I would ask -- let's not use --

THE WITNESS: The kind of words he used on me?

THE COURT: Well, ma'am --

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: I'm asking -=

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: =-- that we keep things as. civil as
possible in this courtroom.

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: I realize that this has been a long
dase for all parties and tensions are somewhat high.
That said, we're not going to be disrespectful to
one another --

THE WITNESS: In this setting?

THE COURT: ~— in this courtroom. And that's

my ruling.
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THE WITNESS: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Okay?
BY MR. MULLINS:
Q. Okay. So —- well, let me -- how did you feel
about the cost -- how did you feel about what you

had just reviewed? Let me ask it that way.

A. I was really upset.

Q. Why?

A. Well, I will reiterate the point --

Q. I want you to be general in your response. Why

did yéu feel upset?

A.. It was excessive. The costs were excessive and
the receipts that I was seeing.

0. Okay. So how did that -- did you feel that --
and looking at Tab 3, again, we see here that the
construction costs of $468,332.57, did your review
of the records alleviate your concerns relating to
the accuracy of the costs that were depicted here?
A. Wade, that sounds like a yes—or-no question.

It didn't alleviate anything. It just made mé more
anxious.

Q. Okay. So what did you do?

A, Towards the conclusion of the meeting, I knew
my husband had offered him money to make him go away

because we were both very upset and had been for a
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while. And this really made it even worse.

And he had offered him some money. Aﬁd Ahmad
and I talked back and forth about it. I can't
remember the exact details, but he said something to
me like, nope, I'll just reduce it 5,000. And I was
like, oh, Lord, but I.expect the full 55.

Q. All right. Is there -- |

A. So I left there without giving him any money at
that point. My husband mailed it later.

Q. Okay. And what happened with that money that
was mailed?

A. It was returned to my husband.

Q. All right. And I certainly don't want you to
discuss or mention anything that I may have said.
I'm just asking you, generally, to get us to a point
to conclude your testimony here.

What did you do after that meeting and after

the efforts to resolve the matter were not

successful?
A. I talked to some of the subcontractors again.
Ahmad had very explicitly told me -- and, by this

time, I had figured out why he didn't want me to
know how much they were spending in materials or
anything like that. So I tracked down Mr. Joyner --

Q. And I don't want to hear what Mr. Joyner had to
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say. But, as a result of tracking down the

subcontractors, what did you do?

A. I knew this wasn't right.

Q. Okay. And turn to Tab 19 in the trial exhibit
notebook.

A. Give me a second so I don't tear it up. Got
it.

Q. What 1is this?

A. It's a letter dated March 22nd from Mr. Davis

to us, RE: Construction of the home, Lot 32.

0. All right. And after you got this letter, what

did you do?

A. Contacted y'all.

Q. I'm sorry?

A. Contacted your firm.

Q. Okay. And, at some point thereafter, you --

well, let me ask you to turn to Tab 2 in the
notebook. Sorry. You have to flip all the way
back. You there?
A. Yes, sir. Tab 2 is the Notice of Certification
of Mechanic's Lien.
Q. Okay.

MR. DAVIS: Your Honor, I'd enter an objection
here as to the relevance in this case since there's

been a circuit court disposition on that matter.
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MR. MULLINS: It is absolutely directiy
relevant to the slander of title cause of action
that is still going to be decided by this Court.

THE COURT: Okay. Overruled. Thank you.

MR. DAVIS: Okay.

BY MR. MULLINS:

Q. And you see the file stamp at the top right
there?

A. 5/11/2017, is that what you're referencing?
Q. Yeah. We were -- that document -- that looks

like a stamp, doesn't it?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. And that's what -- and you said 5/11/17. Is

that the date you're reading there?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And above that, it says: Filed, recorded, and
indexed.

A. Yes, sir.

Q. So, at some point, you learned that a

mechanic's lien had been filed on your property?
A. Yes, sir. We were never served with a

mechanic's lien.
0. All right. I just want to know that you

understood that a lien had been filed against your

property.
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A. Yes, sir.

Q. Okay. And what is your understanding as

to what has happened Qith this lien?

A. Could you paraphraée that for me, please?

Q. What is your understanding -- you understand

what a mechanic's lien is, generally?

A, I've got a general idea.

Q. Does it exist now?

A. The Court has ruled that this lien is not
valid.

MR. DAVIS: Objection.
Q. Okay. And --

THE COURT: Overruled. I understand she's
speaking legal terminology. Just for the benefit
of -- proceed. You can address it on cross, if
you'd like. Proceed.

BY MR. MULLINS:

Q. What did you do to get the lien dissolved?
A. We had to hire an attorney, which we didn't
ever think we would have to do.

Q. All right. And have you incurred attorney's

'fees as a result of that?

A. Yes.
Q. All right. And do you believe that the

attorney's fees that are of record would reflect
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those fees that you incurred relating to the lien?

A. Yes.
Q. Okay. Mrs. Golson, we've been going for a
while. I'm going to ask you one more question.

Can you describe for the Court what this entire

dispute has done to you and your family?

A. Can I have a minute?
Q. Certainly.
A. I never expected, when we were building our

dream home and a home that would help me sustain my
life to enjoy my children and granddaughter, would
cause this much pain and grief and time. It takes a
lot of time away from the joys of life. |

My husband and I haven't been on any vacations
while I was aware that Ahmad was taking four
vacations, one of them two weeks long through the
Panama Canal. We haven't been able to take
vacations because we have had to answer -- and it's
been an ongoing thing. It's painful. It takes time
away from'my family; it takes time away from my
work. It makes me not get sleep at night.

And I know that.there's no money amount that
can make all of that quality come back. 2And I don't
have the dream house that I waited so long to build,

63 years. Joe and I saved money. We're very

1020



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

566

disciplined. We dreamed of having a home that would
accommodate the children's visits in the summertime
and my large family.

I have seven brothers and'ﬁwo sisters and a lot
of ﬁiecés andbnephewsz And I don't have -- I don't
have a beautiful dream home. .If someone was to ask
me if you have a beauﬁiful home,'I Qouid éay I want
a beautiful home, but I still have a lot of problems
to deal with.

Bricks are falling off. Water from
Mr. Kelley's faucet on the outside leaked under the
mudroom floor and into the kitchen, so a bunch of
mold started growing. And that will impact my
health. So we had to remediate that and had that
faucet changed. It was simply if he had installed
that faucet correctly, then all that mold wouldn't
have started growing under the house.

It also wouldn't have made the floor start
creaking. When the washing machine ran, the floor
would creak. And I was constantly nagging Joe
because he told us that this beautiful tile is going
to break. So Joe went under the house and he added
supports to the house that could be seen, if someone
went out there now.

And it's taken a lot of time and additional
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expense; taken time away from me and enjoying his
life with me just to be able to go swimming in the
lake. He's under the house. And I really and truly
thought that Ahmad was the man to build a beautiful
home for us and that we would not be dealing with
these kind of problems.

And I thought that -- that -- that I would --
when I retired in 2013, that after I helped them set
up that hospital at Parkridge, that I would be
retired. I never expected, at the age of 65, to
still be working to pay him an additional $55,000
that I didn't owe him because I had cost-plus a
guaranteed maximum. And he repeatedly told us,
repeatedly told us don't worry, there will be money

left over, money left over.

We don't have money to install irrigation until
just this summer. We had to do it ourselves. We
don't have furnishings for a new home except the
ones we built or brought from the old home. I lost
trust in him. And I never thought I would lose
trust in that man or his wife and his children.

And one of the very difficult things that I had
to deal with because Joe was at work was the
doorbell would ring and a nurse that I knew from

Parkridge was in the door with another lady. And

1022



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

568

they came into the house. I let them in. And I
didn't knowvwhy they were there. I said, hi, Kim.
She said, do you mind if this lady looks around? I
said no and --

MR. DAVIS: Objection as to relevance and
hearsay.

THE COURT: I don't know what the relevance is
yet. Let's -- what 1is it?

MR. MULLINS: Well, don't --

THE COURT: Well --

THE WITNESS: I found out from them that that
house had been placed on pre-foreclosure. And there
were people coming by boat and would dock the boat
and wanted to see the house. So that —-- they told
me that the entry on Zillow had been altered and our
house was listed as pre-foreclosure. And so I was
being harassed at the house. _That added a lot of
extra stress.

And I -- it -- T called Joe a couple of
different times about that. And it was a while
before we could figure out what was going on. But
the Zillow entry had been altered. So there were
people harassing me, wanting to see the home so that
they'd be ready to buy it when it went on the block.

It was very distressing. Excuse me.

1023



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

569

Q. All right. Mrs. Golson, I Certainly want you

to have your'say, but if you feel =--

A, That's enough, isn't it?
0. -— you've described it, then I'll conclude my
questions. Thank you.

THE COURT: Cross—examination?

MR. DAVIS: Yes, Your Honor —-—

THE COURT: Ma'am, would you like a break?

MR. MULLINS: Do you need a break?

THE COURT: Why don't we take five minutes?

MR. DAVIS: Sure.

(Brief recess.)

THE WITNESS: I'm going to have to back away
from this bench because cigarette smoke 1s coming to
me and I'll start coughing.

THE COURT: Okay.

Ready to proceed?

MR. DAVIS: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right. We'll begin
cross—examination.

CROSS-EXAMINATION
BY MR. DAVIS:
Q. Mrs. Golson, you said Mr. Mazloom did not
provide you and your husband your dream home. Is

that what your position is?
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A. If you were to ask me that, I would love to say
yes. But there's a lot of problems that are
developing that make me say no.

Q. Okay. Well, let's start with the process on

this not providing the dream home.

A. Are you able to hear me?
Q. Yes, ma'am, I can hear you.
A. Because I don't want to look at you. I just

want to be able to make sure you hear me.
Q. Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: Proceed.
BY MR. DAVIS:
Q. Mr. Mazloom helped you and your husband start
this process of building this home, did he not?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. You didn't have an architect; you didn't have a
house designer or a planner. And you used him and
his contact to get that at a reduced price; is that

correct?

A. No, sir, it's not correct.
0. All right.
A. We researched the internet. My brother was

building a house. We had ideas about what we
wanted. We had a plan that we wanted, when we took

it to what I understood was a mechanical engineer,
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Mr. Higby. And when I listened to what he said
about designing the plan, I felt confident that he
would be able to provide us with the necessary
information to build a home.

0. Including the heating and air system?

A. I did not discuss the heating and air system
with Mr. Higby.

Q. Why would you not discuss with your house
planner or your architect.the prime concern that you
had on this project?

A. Because it was being hashed out with the

builder. And he did not say to discuss it with

Mr. Higby.

Q. But you chose not to discuss it with your house
planner?

A. Those are the wrong words. I didn't choose
anything.

Q. But you did not discuss the heating system with

the house planner, designer, or mechanical engineer}
Mr. Higby?

A. As best I recollect, we did not because we were
discussing it repeatedly with Ahmad Mazloom of ARM.
0. Were you satisfied with what Mr. Higby did for
you on the house plans and specifications?

A. He took the plan that my husband took to him
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and he put plumbing and all that other stuff on
there. And, tr