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July 15, 2010).

(The following proceedings are reported on

CLERK: Indictment 2010-GS-32-2103, the State
versus Robert Allen Baker, indicted for criminal sexual
conduct with\a minor second degree, he is pleading as
charged.

Indictment 2010-GS-32-2101, the State versus
Robert Allen Baker, indicted for criminal sexual conductl
with a minor second_degree, he is pleading as charged.

Indictment 2010-GS-32-2105, the State versus
Robert Allen Baker, indicted for Tewd act upon a child,
he is pleading as charged.

Indictment 2010-GS-32-2108, the State versus
Robert Allen Baker, indicted for lewd act upon a child,
he is pleading aé charged.

Indictment 2009-GS-32-1600, the State Qersus
Robert A11enﬂBéker, indicted for criminal sexual conduct
with a minor second degree, he is pleading as charged,

Indictment 2009-GS-32-1597, the State versus
Robert AlTen Baker, Thdicted for criminal sexua1~conduct
with a minor second degree, he is pleadirg as charged.

A1 indictments are true billed, and he is
represented by Mr. Mauldin, |

Raise your right hand, please.

ROBERT ALLEN BAKER is
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first du1y sworn. .
PROBATION OFFICER: Your Honor?
- THE COURT: Yes, sir. |
.PROBATION'QFFICER:.~Mr. Baker is on probation.
The plea today will violate his-probation. We are
sQrving the citation at this time, and fhe victim's

mother on the probation case is present and would like

| to address the Court at the appropriafe tTmé_if you

would so allow.

THE COURT: A1l right. Thank you. Thank you

| very much, Mr. Rentz.

Mr. Mau1d1n; you represent Robert Allen Baker?

MR. MAULDIN: Yés, Youf-Honon. -

. THE COURT: Have you explained to him the
charges 1ﬁ_the indictments, the various punishments, his
constitutional rights, including his right to a jury
trial on eaéh of these chérges?

. MR. MAULDIN: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: -In your opinion-does the Defendant
understand‘éach of the charges, the potential | '
punishment, and his constitutional rights?

MR. MAULDIN: Yes, sir. |

THE COURT: How does the Defendant indicate to
you that he wishes to p1ead\or-1ntends to plead, guilty

or not guilty?







THE COURT: Are you aware of any_physical..

emotional or nervous problem that mTthvkeep'you from

understanding what you aré doing today?

THE DEFENDANT: - No, sir.- \

THE COURT: Tell me what you are doing here
today. - ‘

| THE DEFENDANT: I'm pleading, sir.

THE COURT: Pleading guilty?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir, pleading guilty. |

THE COURT: You have heard your attorney,
Mr. Mauldin, tell me that -he has explained the various
charges to you, he haé'exp1ained.your conétitutioha]
rights to you, he explained the botentia] bunisﬁments to
you and that you understand all these thingé; is that
correct? .‘. | |
| 'THE DEFENDANT: VYes, sir.
THE COURT: I havé been handed up §ix
1ndictmeh£§.- I“WT11 go over eéch one of them

individually. It appears to be four 1ndi¢tments'for

1 criminal sexual conduct with a minor in the second

degree and two indictments for committing or attempting

1 a lewd act upon a child.

~ The first indictment nUmériéa11y is
09-GS-32-1597. It reads that Robert Allen Baker did in

Lexington County, South Carolina,. between December 1 and

8
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December 31 of '08, commit a sexual battery upon a minor
who was 14 years of age or Tess, but who was at Teast 11
years ago of age, to wit, sexual 1ntercourse upon

Mot gate of birth, , in violation of
16-3-655(b) (1) . For that charge you can receive a
sentence up to 20 years. Do you .understand?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: The next indictment,
09-GS-32-01600 reads that Robert Allen Baker did in
Lexington County, on or about January 12 of '09, commit
a sexual battery upon a minor who was 14 years of age or
Tess but who was at 1east 11 of years of age to wit,

sexual intercourse upon that same named victim 1in

“indictment 1697 in violation of Section 16-3-655(b) (1).

That is an indictment for criminal sexual conduct with a
minor in the second degres, for which you can receive a
sentence of up ‘to 20 years. Do you understand?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: The next indictment is
2010-GS-32-02101. It reads that Robert Allen Baker did
in Lexington County, South Carolina, between January 1
of "09 and January 13 of '09, commit a sexual battery,
to wit, the Defendant forced the victim to perform oral
sex upon a minor who was 14 years of age or less but who

was ‘at least 11 years of age, to wit,  Minor#2 date of
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birth, © = in violation of 16-3-655(b) (1). That's

an -indictment for criminal sexual conduct with a minor
in the second degree, for which you can feceiVe a /
sentence of up to 20 years. Do you understand?

 THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

'THE COURT: The next indictment,
2010-68-32-02103, reads that Robert Allen Baker did on-
January 13, '09, in Lexington County, South Carolina,
commit a sexual battery, to wit, sexual intercourse upon
a minor who was 14 years of age or less but who was at
least 11 years ago of age, to wit, kﬁnof#zldate of
birth, same date as stated before, - in violation

of 16-3-655(b). It's an indictment for. criminal sexual

| conduct with a minor in the second degree, -for which:you

can receive a sentence of up fo 20 years. Do you
understand? o

THE DEFENDANT Yes, sir.

THE COURT:" The next indictment,
2010-GS-32-02105, reads that Robert Allen Baker did in
Lexington Codnty betweén‘December 1 and December 31 of
‘08, being a person over the-age of 14, willfully aha
Tewdly commit or attempt a lewd or Tascivious act upon
or with the body or its parts of a child under the age
of 16, to wit,  Minor#2 date of birth, -, with
the intenf of aroué1ng,‘appea1fhg'tp'or gratifying the

10 -
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THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir. .
THE COURT: To recap, you have four counts. of
criminal ‘sexual conduct with a minor -in the'sécond 

degree, two counts of lewd act on a minor, for which the

maximum potential sentence is 110 years. Do you

understand that?

THE DEFENDANT: - Yes, sir.

THE COURT: When you p]ead guilty, you give up
certain important constitutional rights. First, you
give up your right to remain silent. That is your right

against self fncrimtnation, your right to.say nothing at

-all. You cannot be compelled to testify or to provide

evidence against yourself.

7 Second, you give up your right to,have'a jury
trial. That is your right to have a jury decide whether
or noﬁ‘yOu are guilty beyond a reasonable doubt. They
would base thein_dedision upon evidence which the State

preseﬁﬁé“éhd on any evidence you might wish to

“introduce.

. In a fr1a1, Mr. Baker; you would be presumed
to be innocent, and the State would have to produce .
evidence that would.convince all iz members of the jury
that you were guilty béyond a reasonable doubt.
- Third, you giVe up your right‘to confront and

be confronted by the witnesses against you. Thét is the

L
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right to see, hear, and cross examine any witnesses that
may be called against you during the trial and the right

to subpbena and call witnesses on your own behalf. Do

'you understand these rights?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Do you understand that when you
plead guilty, you give up these constitutional rights?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Is that what you want to do?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Do you understand that you won't
get a jury trial if you plead guilty?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Al1 of these cases havé been true
bi11 indicted by the grand jury. So my next question
then is understanding the nature of the charges agaihst
you -~ again, four counts of>cr1minaT sexual conduct
with a minor in the second degreg and two counts of
committing or atfémbting to comﬁit a Tewd act on a
minor, and the consequences of these guilty pleas, that

the potential maximum punishment on each count of

criminal sexual conduct with a minor in the second

degree is 20 years, a total of 80, and on the Tewd act,
15 years each, for a total of- 30, for a maximum of 110

years -- how do you, plead guilty or not guilty?.

13
















‘'you have heard stated Tnto the record and-that you have:
agreed with, has anyone prom1sed you anyth1ng or held
out 'any hope of reward to get you to plead guilty?
-THE DEFENDANT: No, Your Honor. .
THE COURT: Has anyone thréatened you.or u%ed
| force to get you to plead guilty? ﬂ ’
5 " THE DEFENDANT:  No, Your Honor.
THE COURT: Has anyone used any pressure or
'ihtimidation to cause you to plead guilty?
THE DEFENDANT: No, Your Honor. :
THE COURT: Have you ﬁad éﬁough time to make
up youf mind as to whether or not you want to plead
gu11ty? |
' THE DEFENDANT: Yes, Your Honor .
THE COURT: Are you pleading guilty of your

own free will and accord?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, Your Honor.

THE' COURT: Are you 'satisfied with the manner
in which your Tawyer has advised‘yOU and represented
you? | |

THE DEFENDANT: -Yes, Your. Honor.

THE COURT: Have you talked with your Tawyer

| as bften'and for as long as you feel necessary for him

to properly represent you?

" THE DEFENDANT: Yes, Your Honor.

18
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THE COURT: Do you need anymore time to talk
with your lawyer?

THE DEFENDANT: No, Your Honor,

THE COURT: Have you undérstood your talks
with your lawyer? |

' THE DEFENDANT: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT Has your lawyer done everything
for you you fee] Iike he could have done or should have
done?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, Your Honor-.

THE COURT: Has your 1awyer4done anything in
this case that you feel 1ike he should not have’done?

THE DEFENDANT: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Are you completely satisfied with
your Tawyer's services? ‘

'THE DEFENDANT: Yes, Your Honor. |
THE COURT: Have you understood my questions?
- THE DEFENDANT: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT; Mr. Baker, is there anything‘you
would like to ask me about what we have just been over?

THE DEFENDANT: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Do you understand that you have a
right to appeal your guiTty pleas and the sentenée or
sentences of the Court and that you or your Tawyer must

do this within ten days?

19
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THE DEFENDANT: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Solicitor.

MS. MOORE: ' Your Honor, may it please the
Court. - These offenses occurred or begah'when the
Defendant began dating the victims' mother, Apr11 Hall.

They met at a New Year's Eve party on New Year's Eve,

",2006 and began dating shortly thereafter

_ Mr. Baker moved in with Ms. Hall and her three
children. She has two daughters named in the
indictments and a son who 1is younger. He moved in in
Apr11 of 2007. |

In the summer of 2007, the first. assau1t on
the oldest daughter "Minor #2 he threw her on the beéd,
tried to pu11 her pant1es down, tr1ed to insert his
penis into her vagina.

. She fought him; ripped his necklace off and

"that scared Mr. Baker off of her because he left her

alone, Your Honor, until he asked -- he remained 11v1ng
jn the home. She never .reported to it her mother but
in December of. 2008, he asked her mother. to marry him.

The next day is wheh he began the Tewd acts on

~Nﬁnor#2 He began fond]ind her breasts. It escalated

into almost -an everyday occurrence beg}nn1ng 1n January.
She knows this because she was on -Christmas break.

In January, between January 1st'and

20
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January 13th, he forced her to perform oral sex on hinm.
Minor #2 tel11s me that she never told her mother because
her mother was so happy and she was engaged. She had
already picked out her wedding dress, and she fe]t.she _
didn't want to ruin her mother's happiness. |

-She began sleeping with her younger sister
though to avoid any contact with Mr. Baker. Mr. Baker
would come into hér room in the early morning hours, .
1ift her shirt up, and begin fondling her breasts.
' Ultimately she finally disclosed on
Januafy'13th, 2009. On that date, Your Honor, Ms. Hall,
the girls' mother, had to take a friend of hers, who is
present in the courtroom today, as well as other family
meﬁbers and friends, she had to take her friend to

Charleston,for some medical work, and she had to leave

the home at a very early hour.

Mr. Baker tried to wake her up:\'She knew what
he was up to, refused to get out of bed, got up, got

ready for school. It was always the practice that she

would be dropped off at Pelion High School first and her

two younger siblings would be dropped off at school
after her. |

He took the two 'younger siblings to school.
After they got out of the car, she realized something

was going on. He told hér, You think you are slick,

21
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don‘t -you? Returned back to the home and forcibly raped

her back in her. mother s bedroom E -
~ He forced her down on the bed had vaginal

intercourse with her. It was her first exper1ence, “her

first sexual experience He had troub1e'gett1ng it in

but reached under the mattress had a bottle of K.Y.

jelly that enab1ed him to perform ‘the eexua]

- intercourse.

~ That's,imbortant.becauée she goes to schoo].
He takes her to school, tells her not to tell anyone,
but 1mmed1ate1y upon arriving at Pe]ion High School, she
goes straight into the front office and immediately
tells the secretary at the front desk she had been
raped. | ‘ | '
‘She then goes to a guidance counselor who

calls the schoeol resburce officer, Officer Moore, who is

: preéent in the courtroom. He calls E.M.S., realizes she

has not.taken a shower. They follow all the perfect --

it was a text book case of what to do in a sexual

assault kit, for a sexual assault kit to be'performed
correctTy.

She is transported to Lexington Medical

Center. A sexual assault nurse examiner just so

happened fo be on call end did the examination. They

were able to get semen off of the victim.

22

























N =

‘grénd6h11dren?'

o © o ~N o o » W

'ch11dren from that marriage, who are nine and seven.

THE COURT: And that's Ms Hinson's

MR. MAULDIN: Yes. Standfng.here with him is
Linda.21nc, his sisfer. Also in the courtroom 1é his
father, Richard Baker, a niéce, Ms. Wagner, and another
sister; Janet Washington.

Mr. Baker basically confessed to this, Your

‘Honor. He did admit to the police what he did. I have

been doing this 11, 12 years now -- to some beop]e a

fhatfs a long time‘beihg a lawyer and to some peob1e

that's a short time being a lawyer. I guess it depends

on where you are in the profeséion.

I have had a lot of these cases. It's very
rare for me to have somebody thaf has actually confessed
to-doing it and admitted it to the police. I think that

is 1mportant in Mr. Baker's circumstance, Your Honor, in

.that. that admiésion and the fact that you admit you did

it 1s a 1arge step toward perhaps one day correcting the

r behavior that 1ed to the offenses or the mental attitude

that did so. ;
I know his family is definitely not proud of

what he did. They think it's horrible and terriblé that

| this happened, but they are proud that he did admit it.

That's one of the main reasons they are standing by him

30
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Dear Ms. ﬁamgg,

L weithing o concern of these abuve ceferenced malbers.
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0 009, g T o asking for the court order of R.Kelly's ordec on Novewber 9,016
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

)
. | . 7017 J0 -6 A 9 7
COUNTY OF LEXINGTON ) INTHE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS

DTN _CD LR
WOTERT ATE I AN X ’%)LS?%E?‘D‘:QKET NO 1L -CP 32-CE117
FRET TR Apphcant L PRI ‘.""_‘A ol

. )
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) . V : ‘ :
o ) ~ ORDERING APPOINTING COUNSEL
Respondent ) o :
' ) POST CONVICTION RELIEF APPLICATION

The Applicant has filed an application for post-conviction relief pursuant to Sectron 17-

27-20 South Carohna Codc of Laws and it appears that the Apphcam is indigent.

In accordance with the, order and dxrectron of the Court in such case, IT 1S ORDERED

R

204 al = "'-"i-"“--I‘i"-;’w-:-'~~~ - Esqurre ’ ”1;,-—4‘»',» el 7

: ' (Address)

') . K ,. . 8 = _- .
AT P S .- TelephoneNo. = .o~ . 77w . s
appointed to represent the Applicant in this proceeding.

1," "-4 ‘,./ . ’ Sy - /;., ‘/. ’
The trial attorney was __ .- """ . %< 7 L e el

The court reporter at the trial was

Attention is directed to a publicatien of the Post Conviction Relief Subcommittee of the

T e

Young Lawyers Division, Post Conviction Relief Proceedings in South Caroliué-, Sor__rih: Caroiina

Bar, 1990. ' ’ ) Tt
1 ¢ -~ ; :A

o 5; -

R T G o A A

Clerk of Court for LEXINGTON County ’

Lexington, South Carolina _
Joel A 2007 ¢

LCF - 712 (04/03)
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