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crazy.
Q. Where did you go after the game?
A After the game, some friends and I went to Cook
Out.
Q. When you arrived at the Cook Out, was there many
people there yet?
A. There were a few folks there, Lexington folks, Dutch

Fork folks. We were already kind of there. We were Kkind, we
were one of the first folks there.

Q- How was everything inside the restaurant?

A. Inside the restaurant it was typical restaurant
atmosphere after a basketball game or a sporting event.
Everyone was In there having a good time, ordering food,
having a burger, taking pictures.

Q. Did you and your friends, did y"all get a table?

A. We did.
Q- And where were you sitting inside the restaurant?
A. I sat towards the front of the restaurant kind of

back inside a booth back there and kind of hopped around
throughout the night.

Q. Did you ever notice when a group of the defendant
and his friends entered the restaurant?

A. Yes, ma"am. 1 did.

Q- Did anything in your mind change?

A. Not really to me. The only thing I really noticed

Steven E. LeBlanc, R.P.R., Circuit Court Reporter
P.O. Box 184, Lexington, South Carolina 29071



2502

© 0 N o o A~ W N P

N RN NN NN RBP P P B R R B R R R
g h W N B O © 0 N O OO b~ W N O

DEVON CHATMAN - DIRECT BY MS. PATTERSON

690

is that the restaurant got a little quieter and some attention
kind of went towards them, but to me I was just like, oh, I™m

not really sure what"s going on.

Q- Did you see any kind of altercations?

A. No, ma"am.

Q- Did you hear any verbal altercations?

A. None.

Q. What was the next thing that you remember
happening?

A. After that 1 just remember folks beginning to kind
of almost exit the restaurant. First a few folks kind of
trickled out, then some other folks went, some of my friends
went, and 1 kind of peaked out to see what was going on.

Q. Did you go outside?

A. I did. Eventually 1 did.

Q. Eventually. When you got outside, what did you see
going on in the parking lot?

A. When 1 went outside, | stood kind of right on the
side of the Cook Out sidewalk. I just kind of peered around.
I just saw folks were kind of out looking at what was going on
kind of in the back side of the parking lot. Really at that
time there wasn"t a whole lot going on. | was just kind of
checking it out.

Q- Did you see that group of Lexington High School kids

at that time?

Steven E. LeBlanc, R.P.R., Circuit Court Reporter
P.O. Box 184, Lexington, South Carolina 29071
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A. I did not.
Q- What"s the next thing you remember happening?
A The next thing I remember happening as folks were

kind of out towards the sidewalk or the island kind of near
the entrance, | headed over that way. 1 was looking at what
everyone®"s attention was looking at and going towards and then
following that i1s when a vehicle pulled around and threw out
money .

Q. Did you see where this vehicle came from?

A. It came from the backside. 1 can"t really remember
exactly what is back there, but 1t came from behind, not in
the Cook Out parking lot but from the other side of the
drive-in to get to Cook Out and whatever else i1s over there
now. That"s where the vehicle exited from back there, tossed
money and some trash or receipts out.

Q Did you see what kind of car this was?

A I didn"t. It was some sort of SUV though.

Q. Did you see who was driving the car?

A Not at the time that the money was thrown out.

Q Where did that person whoever in that car threw the
money out, where did they throw the money?

A. They threw the money right into the road, right into
the street, so as they drove out kind of In the exiting lane
almost they tossed money right out their window into the

street.

Steven E. LeBlanc, R.P.R., Circuit Court Reporter
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1 Q- What, 1f anything, did you do when the money was
2 tossed out?
3 A Once the money was tossed out my initial reaction
4 is, hey, I"m gonna go get some money, so | dart out into the
5 road along with a few other people to try to go get some money
6 that was thrown out there.
7 Q- When that car threw the money out, did it remain 1iIn
8 that same spot?
9 A. It did. It did. It threw 1t out as 1t was moving.
10 MS. PATTERSON: Your Honor, permission for the
11 witness to step down.
12 THE COURT: Sure.
13 THE WITNESS: (Complies.)
14 BY MS. PATTERSON:
15 Q- Mr. Chatman, i1f you will stand on this side so the
16 court reporter can hear. Kind of orient yourself to this area
17 of the Cook Out Restaurant right here. Where were you
18 standing when you saw the car come up and throw the money.
19 A. I was standing right around In this area here
20 whenever the car pulled around and threw out the money.
21 Q From which direction did the car come from again?
22 A The car came from back in this area back here.
23 Q- Where did the car throw the money?
24 A. The car threw the money right around In this area.
25 Q- That"s the area you went in to get the money?

Steven E. LeBlanc, R.P.R., Circuit Court Reporter
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A. So 1 left this area, entered Into the road right out
here to try to get some of the money.
Q. What happened once you were out in the road trying

to get the money?

A. As 1 was out iIn the road trying to get the money
almost immediately after that was when I hear an engine rev
and another vehicle comes into that same side of the road
where the money was thrown and everybody was in the road, very
rapidly and almost hit me.

Q. How close did that car come to you?

A. It was within about an arm®"s reach. If I didn"t
move out of the road as quick as 1 did, my right knee would
have been hit as 1 was leaving the road.

Q. And as you“"re leaving the road, do you look and see
what kind of car this 1s?

A. Not make and model, but 1 see that 1t"s a lighter
color vehicle.

Q. Can you see who"s driving the car?

Yes.
And how are you able to see who is driving this
car?

A As I™"m backing out of the road | can see as the
member who was driving that car as they“"re driving up the
window was cracked and as the window was cracked we locked

eyes and 1 can remember what they were wearing.

Steven E. LeBlanc, R.P.R., Circuit Court Reporter
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1 Q. Other than locking eyes with this person, did you
2 notice anything else about this person®"s characteristics?

3 A They were wearing a beanie and they had dreads.

4 Q Did you know this person that night?

5 A I did not.

6 Q. Have you since learned who that person was?

7 A Yes, ma“am.

8 Q Who was that person?

9 A The defendant Kierin Dennis.

10 Q. Now, as you"re running away -- Let me back up for
11 one second. That person who threw money out of the car, did
12 you hear them say anything as they were throwing the money
13 out?

14 A. As they were throwing the money out, I cannot

15 remember 1f they said anything but I remember sprinting into
16 the road to get the money.

17 Q. Do you remember seeing that person get out of the
18 car at any time?

19 A. Yes, ma“am.

20 Q. What did you see that person doing?

21 A Whenever they exited their vehicle, they stood

22 outside their vehicle with like a pipe or some type of pole
23 inside their hand.

24 Q- Do you know 1f there was anyone standing in front of
25 that vehicle?

Steven E. LeBlanc, R.P.R., Circuit Court Reporter
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A. In front of the vehicle the person with the pipe was
driving?

Q- That threw the money out. Yes, sir.

A. No, ma"am.

Q- Nobody was standing in front of 1t?

A. No one was standing in front of the vehicle.

Q- And now let"s go back to the car that almost hit
you. I"m sorry. 1711 ask you to step down one more time.

A. (Witness complies.)

Q. Devon, when that car came, did you see which
direction that car came from?

A. The car came from the same direction that the car

that threw the money just further over into this side of the

road.

Q. Where again in the road were you when the car almost
hit you?

A. I was around in this area here, was getting the

money and the car came around here very quickly and almost hit

me right around in this area.

Q. Where was that car positioned again?
A. It was positioned right around i1n here.
Q- Which way did you run when you were trying to get

away from the car?
A. As | exited the road, | ran back this way and as |

left | remember coming back over this island here with my knee

Steven E. LeBlanc, R.P.R., Circuit Court Reporter
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being the last thing that left the road.
Q. Where were you standing the rest of the time?
A. After that 1 kind of backed up and then 1 ended up

back over here following that.

Q. Please take your seat.
A. (Witness complies.)
Q- Devon, 1"m going to show you what is marked as

State"s Exhibit 32 and ask you to take a look at it. Do you
recognize that picture. Who is In that picture?
A. I do.
Q- Who is iIn that picture?
A. That"s me here.
MS. PATTERSON: Your Honor, at this time we move
State"s Exhibit 32 into evidence.
MR. RUTHERFORD: Without objection, Your Honor.
THE COURT: 32 i1s i1n without objection.
BY MS. PATTERSON:
Q- What were you wearing that night?
A. I was wearing a blazer, some plaid pants and yellow
neon Nike Free Runs.
Q. Do you recall 1f this picture was taken before or
after you ran away from that car?
A I believe this was afterwards.
Q. Is that the area you described that you ran back

to?

Steven E. LeBlanc, R.P.R., Circuit Court Reporter
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Yes.
As you"re standing there what are you observing?

I"m observing some of my classmates and friends are

kind of talking and asking, hey, what"s going on. Why did you

almost hit my friend.

Q.

Where are they at this point when they"re asking

these questions?

A.

vehicle.

Q-

o r» O r»r O r

hit along

Q.
A.

They"re asking the questions at the window of the

What vehicle 1s that?

The vehicle that almost hit me.

Can you hear exactly what they“"re saying?

No, ma®am.

But do you hear their voices?

I do. 1 do.

Do they sound happy, sad, or something else?

I mean, they didn"t sound very happy. | almost got
with some of my other classmates.

What"s 1n your hand in this photograph?

I got my hat and a Cook Out cup that I got from the

restaurant 1 was drinking from.

Q.

So you managed to get away from the car and you

didn"t drop anything?

A.
Q.

No, ma®am.

And although you®"re not at the window, can you kind

Steven E. LeBlanc, R.P.R., Circuit Court Reporter
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of see what"s going on at the car?
A Not exactly besides all that I could hear from where
I was standing.

Q. At any point did you see anybody throw anything at

that car?
A. I did not. No, ma“am.
Q. Did you see anybody rocking the car?
A. No, ma"am.
Q- Was anybody standing in front of that car?
A. No, ma"am.
Q. Did you eventually see that car leave?
A. I did.
Q. Can you describe the exit, the way the car left?
A. Whenever that vehicle, 1t sped out of the parking

lot | remember so there®s a little bit of divot as you come
into that parking lot unless 1t"s been fixed but at that time
it kind of went down a little bit of a divot there and that
car exited so quickly that the suspension on the vehicle kind
of lifted as 1t came out and sped off to the left.

Q. And at some point, Devon, did you realize what had
happened to Cape?

A. Yes, ma"am. Eventually.

Q. What did you do after you found out what happened to
him?

A. Once I found out what had happened, like my role was

Steven E. LeBlanc, R.P.R., Circuit Court Reporter
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really just, hey, 1t"s gonna be all right. Everyone calm
down. I1t"s okay. Like 1t"s gonna be all right.

Q- Did you remain in that parking lot?
A. I did.
Q. Devon, do you have a brother?
A. I do. A twin.
Q. A twin. What"s his name?
A. Deshon Chatman.
MS. PATTERSON: 1 think we met him on Tuesday.
Thank you, Devon. Please answer any questions the
defense may have.
CROSS EXAMINATION
BY MR. RUTHERFORD:
Q- Good morning.
A Good morning, Sir.
Q. You described a, | believe you said a divot; is that
correct?
A. Yes, sSir.

Q- Can you point out that divot in this photograph? Do
you recognize this photo?

A. Yes, sir. Right In this area right here right where
the patterns are different on the road there. Obviously this
is kind of newer pavement where this was kind of an unpaved
area.

Q. So i1t didn"t look like this at the time?

Steven E. LeBlanc, R.P.R., Circuit Court Reporter
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1 A I"m not exactly sure.

2 Q- Do you see the divot?

3 A I do. Right here.

4 Q. So this was there when that happened that night, is
5 that what you®re saying?

6 A. That"s the area of the road where the divot would

7 have been.

8 Q- You said i1t would have been -- and I"m not trying to
9 trick you. 1I"m just asking you -- you talked about the

10 pavement, how 1t looks different or something. 1 don"t want
11 to put words in your mouth. Tell me about this area and what
12 you remember from that night.

13 A. There are no specifics, but 1 do remember there was
14 divot as you"re going out, and i1t may still be there today.

15 I"m not exactly sure.

16 Q- But you don"t see i1t there?

17 A. This 1s more than likely the area where that divot
18 iIs

19 Q. Okay. And you described the suspension of the truck
20 doing something as 1t went up; iIs that right?

21 A. IT you drive at a rapid rate of speed going over any
22 type of hill or divot, your vehicle is gonna react to that.

23 Q. And this photograph right here, you have seen this
24 photograph before; i1s that correct?

25 A. Yes, sir.

Steven E. LeBlanc, R.P.R., Circuit Court Reporter
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Q. Are you in this photograph?
A. No, sir.
Q. So this 1s, this could be accurately described as

the truck that almost hit you; iIs that correct?

A. Yes, sir.

Q- While they were going through -- And this 1s, I™nm
gonna show you State"s Exhibit number 32, you showed the
prosecutor that that was you iIn this picture right here; is

that right?

A. Yes, sir. That"s me.

Q. What"s the deal with the green shoes?

A. Neon yellow.

Q- Neon yellow. Is that a Dutch Fork thing?
A. I don"t think i1t"s a Dutch Fork thing.

Q. Okay. So you"re wearing the green shoes and you had
them on the whole night, correct?

A Yellow shoes. Yes, sir.

Q- Yellow shoes. [I"m sorry. Yellow shoes. And the

car that you said almost hit you is where in this photograph

again?
A. In this photograph? 1t"s not in this picture.
Q- So it"s not even In this picture?
A. It"s not 1In this.
Q. How far i1s i1t would you say between where you are

and where the car is?

Steven E. LeBlanc, R.P.R., Circuit Court Reporter
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A. I"m not exactly sure on this picture.
(Playing video.)

BY MR. RUTHERFORD:

Q. Okay. Now, this as 1t"s cueing up, do you see
yourself iIn this picture?

A. Yes, sSir.

Q- And did you need to come down and see i1t better or
can you see it from here?

A. I can see i1t from here.

Q What are you doing?

A. This 1s when I"m moving away.

Q- Are you laughing, smiling?

A I can"t see 1t from here.

Q. Do we need to dim the lights so you can see it
better?

A. No.

Q- Was that you laughing?

A. I"m not exactly sure.

Q- So that would be you running away with the cup doing

like this (indicating); is that right?

A. That 1s me running away.

Q. Was that a smile on your face when you®re doing
that?

A. I cannot tell from this video.

We"l1l1 play i1t again. So this car you stated almost

Steven E. LeBlanc, R.P.R., Circuit Court Reporter
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ran you over?
A. It did.
Q. And you described to the prosecutor this harrowing

experience, the last thing you remember is your knee leaving
the roadway?

A. Very true.

Q- And that"s you running away with the cup laughing;
is that right?

A. That"s me running away.

Q. Okay. So what you described to the prosecutor was

not the way you remember feeling that night, was 1t?

A. That 1s iIncorrect.

Q. So when 1t shows you running -- That"s the car,
correct?

A. Correct.

Q. And 1t shows you running away like this

(indicating), correct?

A. Correct.

Q. And so iIn this picture that the prosecutor showed
you, are you smiling in this picture?

A. I can"t tell.

Q. You can"t tell. And again, you have seen the video.
You said that you weren"t smiling. You don"t remember whether
that was you laughing and you®re looking at this and you said

that you can®"t remember or you don®"t know whether you“re
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1 smiling or not iIn this picture?

2 A. Correct. 1 do not know.

3 (Video stopped.)

4 MR. RUTHERFORD: Your Honor, State"s Exhibit 32, is
5 that i1n evidence?

6 THE COURT: 1t i1s without objection.

7 MR. RUTHERFORD: Your Honor, can 1 pass this to the
8 jury to pass it down?

9 THE COURT: Or show 1t on the screen. |1 don"t

10 care.

11 MR. RUTHERFORD: Sometimes it"s hard to see up

12 there, Your Honor. Your Honor, can we take up a matter
13 of law?

14 THE COURT: Sure. We need to take up a matter of
15 law. Step into the jury room. Have you back out here
16 shortly.

17 (Whereupon, the jury entered the jury room at 9:45
18 a.m.)

19 MR. HUBBARD: Your Honor, I don®"t know if you
20 noticed, it looks like one of our jurors wrote a note.
21 We"re gonna pass it up to you. 1 believe one of the
22 bailiffs has it.
23 THE COURT: I didn"t notice. | was not paying a
24 attention. The note 1 got yesterday from the young man
25 that came in late, 1 believe said one of y"all referred
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have that, too, so don"t worry about which one i1t is.

I*m gonna give you kind of an index and i1t"s the one that
the court uses so y"all will know which one is which so
everybody will be fine. With that explanation, continue
on, Mr. Rutherford.

MR. RUTHERFORD: Thank you, Your Honor. Your Honor,
this i1s video number 18 that we have put In and I1It"s
currently at 22:41 according to the video and the
computer says i1t"s at 2:05.

THE COURT: AIll right.

(Playing video exhibit #18.)

BY MR. RUTHERFORD:

Q. Now, do you see yourself iIn that video?

A. Yes, sSir.

Q- Did you see yourself from the time you entered the
frame? |1 don"t want to assume that you were paying attention.

Did you see yourself from the time you entered the frame on
the left until when you stopped?

A. Yes, sSir.

Q. Who do you speak to next?

A I"m not exactly sure who i1s at that door there, but
I*"m sure | probably talked to the folks at the door, 1f | even
spoke to them.

Q. So you don"t remember?

A. The folks at the door right there.
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1 Q. Who 1s that?
2 A. Looks like Justin Mitchell who I went to the game
3 with and Cook Out.
4 Q. Now, 1t appears that you®"re going back off frame
5 back to the left towards where the car i1s; iIs that correct?
6 A. Yes, sSir.
7 Q Do you know what you were about to do?
8 A Negative.
9 Q. Do you know where you ended up?
10 A Negative.
11 Q Now, do you remember when you went back over off
12 frame which would have been where Mr. Dennis® car was how many
13 kids are over there at this point standing around?
14 A. I"m not exactly sure.
15 Q. Do you remember how many kids were at Mr. Dennis*”
16 car?
17 A. Not a number.
18 Q- Do you remember how many kids were in front of
19 Mr. Dennis® car?
20 A. No.
21 Q. Do you remember how many kids at this point were up
22 at the other car that had thrown the money out?
23 A. None.
24 Q. You said you none. Zero?
25 A. Zero.
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Q- The gentleman at that car that was iIn that car and 1
can"t remember, I don"t want to put words in your mouth, but

did you see him get out of the car?

A. I did.

Q. And then what did he do?

A. He stood out in front of his own vehicle.

Q. He stood in front of his vehicle?

A. His own vehicle with a pipe.

Q. He stood i1n front of i1t?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. So he got out and he had a pipe and then he walked

to the front of his car?
A. Yes, sir. From what I remember.

Q- So he"s basically in his headlights; 1s that

right?
A. Yes, Sir.
Q. So from your vantage point you®re looking and

you see the gentleman that had just thrown the money. Did you
watch him closely?

A. There was a lot going on. Did I watch him closely?
I don"t think 1 can say | watched him closely.

Q. But you remember him getting out with a pipe and
walking to the front of his car, is that safe to say?

A. I remember him ending up in the area of the front of

his car.
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Q. In front of his car. But there were no other Kkids
around him; is that right?

A. Yes, sSir.

Q. No Dutch Fork kids, no Lexington kids, nobody else;
is that right?

A. Zero.

Q- Do you remember anybody being in the car with him?

A. I do not remember.

Q. Do you remember seeing anyone on the other side of
his vehicle?

A. I do not remember.

Q. Do you remember seeing anyone parked over in the
parking lot of the business right across the driveway?

A. Yes.

Q You do?

A Yes.

Q. So there were cars parked over there?

A Yes, sSir.

Q Did you see people over there?

A There might have been one or two people over
there.

Q- Okay. Do you remember what you had for a drink that
night?

A. No, sir.

Q. So iIn State"s Exhibit 32 which was the picture that
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we referenced earlier after the gold Explorer you stated
almost hit you, you still have your cup. Did you still have
your drink in 1t?

A. I"m not exactly sure, but I know I still had the
cup.-
You had a cap?
The cup.

The cup. And the cap actually, right?

> O » O

IT that"s what"s In the iImage.

Q. And you actually go back towards the Cook Out with
that cup and then according to the video you then go back
towards the car with that cup, correct?

A. I think 1 went towards the car. |1 think 1 went

towards another vehicle that was over there.

Q- Another vehicle that was iIn the driveway?
A. Yes, sSir.
Q. Let me be clear. After this picture i1s taken which

we showed on the screen, you then walk back towards --
A. Towards that direction. Yes, sSir.
Q- But you"re saying you didn"t go to where the

Explorer was?

A. No, sir.

Q. So there was another car in the driveway that you
went to?

A Not necessarily right to the car. 1 walked back out
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into that vicinity.

Q. To that vicinity but not where the gold Explorer
was?

A. It was still in my line of sight.

(Playing video.)

BY MR. RUTHERFORD:

Q. So when we see on that screen the gold Explorer and

you running away from it, when you say that you had it in your
line of sight, you mean like 1t was from you to the pole?

A. It was just as the video shows. It was within my
line of sight.

Q- But you weren®"t iIn the vicinity of the truck?

A. Not to where -- So whenever 1 enter the frame of
that i1Pad video, that is where 1 am.

Q- Okay. How many kids from Dutch Fork do we see over
on that top side of the screen where you were?