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Defendant Phillip Richard Knighton was indicted by the Spartanburg County Grand Jury
on November 26, 2019 for three criminal offenses. Indictment 2019GS4206490 alleged he
commiitted the criminal offense of Criminal sexual conduct with minor — first degree. Indictment
2019GS4206491 alleged he committed the criminal offense of Criminal sexual counduct with a
minor — first degree. And, Indictment 2019GS4206492 alleged he committed the criminal offense
of Criminal sexusl conduct with a minor —third degree.

Defendant entered a plea of not guilty to each indictment and proceeded to trial in the Court
of General Sessions for the Seventh Judicial Circuit, Spartanburg County on July 13, 2021. At the
conclusion of the trial, the Court submitted the matter to the jury for its consideration. On July 15,
2021, the jury returned verdicts of not guilty to indictments 2019GS4206490 and 2015GS4206491.
The jury returned a verdict of guilty to indictment 2019384206492, Thereafter, this Court
sentenced Defendant to a term of 12 years in the South Carolina Department of Corrections with
340 days of pretiial detention credit.

Pursnant to Rule 29, SCRCrimP, defendant by and through his defense counsel, filed a
motion on July 22:202-1j;equesting~this.Gourtfto-recorxsider—th(;-sentencc previously imposed. The
motion was timely filed and served.

Since the pandemic began, our courts have been operating under guidance from our
Supreme Coust. At the time Defendant’s trial was had, this Court was guided by Order 2021-06-
15-01, the fourth amended order since the issuance of the original order in 2020. Since the trial,
the June 15, 2021 order has been extended to cover the month of August 2021 without substantive
change. Therefore, this Court continues to be guided by the June 15, 2021 order.’

! This crder was initially filed on April 3, 2020, and has been amended on threc prior occasions, On Agril 14, 2020, changes were made to
sections {¢)(5) and (¢)(8). On April 22, 2020, scetion (c)(17) was added. On December 16, 2020, the Court amended sections (¢)(1), ()2}
(2)(3), (G)(4), (E)(6), (c)B), (c)(9), (D)), (B)3), OO, (1), (M)(2), h)(3), and (i), and added new sections XL UD), (e)(18), (N{4) and
{i)(3). The tnird amendment revised section (3) 1o extend the order for an additional 90 days.



This matter came before the Court on August 2, 2021 via WebEx. In support of the motion,
counsel for the Defendant reiterated Defendant had changed his lifestyle, had become a man of
faith and had the support of his family and.church members. Additionally, this Court received

three separate letters in support of Defendant’s request for reconsideration of his sentence,

The Court finds as a fact the argument of counsel and the letters themselves add nothing
substantive to the mitigation phase of sentencing on July 13, 2021 and concludes the sentence
issued is appropriate when considering the established facts of this case.

IT IS ORDERED, DECREED AND ADJUDGED that the motion for relief is DENIED, The

sentence of this Court remains unchanged.

1T IS SO ORDERED.
Given under my hand and the Seal of this Court this__/8th__ day of August 2021 at Spartanburg,
South Carolina,

s/ R Keith Kelly
Honorable R. Keith Kelly

Circuit Court Judge
Seventh Judicial Circuit
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