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This matter came before the court on December 28, 2018, upon Applicant’s Emergency
Motion to Relieve Counsel. The Applicant was present at the hearing along with her counsel
Chris Truluck. The State was represented by Megan Jameson. The State objected to the hearing

proceeding because notice was provided less than twenty-four hours before to the hearing, and
counsel of record was unavailable. The Court determined that due to the nature of the hearing

and it being limited to the above relief requested, the hearing proceeded

The Applicant and her attorney advised the Court that they are awaiting receipt of an

order from Judge Sprouse following a recent hearing in this matter, but that due to the

overwhelming amount of work required to properly represent Dr. Faltas as standby counsel, in
addition to other reasons, Mr. Truluck should be relieved as counsel
In addition to hearing the arguments of the parties, the court conducted an in camera
hearing between Dr. Faltas and her attorney on the question of whether he should be relieved as
counsel.
The Attorney General argued that section (5) of the South Carolina Supreme Court’s

Order dated September 27, 2017, though not specifically addressing Post-Conviction Relief

matters, should be interpreted to include Post-Conviction Relief matters



Dr. Faltas and her attorney argued that the South Carolina Supreme Court Order should
not be interpreted to include Post-Conviction Relief matters as these matters are quasi-criminal
in nature.

Having fully considered the arguments of the parties, the Court finds that upon receipt of
Judge Sprouse’s order, Chris Truluck should be relieved as standby counsel in the above-
referenced matter. The Court further finds that since the South Carolina Supreme Court’s Order
does not specifically preclude Dr. Faltas from representing herself in Post-Conviction Relief
matters, she should be allowed to represent herself in this matter pending further clarification
from the South Carolina Supreme Court as to this issue. The Court further finds that the parties
should seek further clarification from the Supreme Court as to as to whether Dr. Faltas can
represent herself in Post-Conviction Relief matters, particularly since Dr. Faltas has other matters
pending before the South Carolina Supreme Court.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that the Emergency Motion to Relieve Counsel in
PCR Case Number 2018-CP-40-01798 is granted upon receipt of the order of Judge Sprouse. It
is further ordered that Dr. Faltas can represent herself in this matter unless and until otherwise

directed by the South Carolina Supreme Court.

AND IT IS SO ORDERED.
(// oA W/\
C11 on Newman
Présiding Judge
5th Judicial Circuit
December 28, 2018
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