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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )
IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS

COUNTY OF RICHLAND ) ~

Stephen Roy Gratton, 136990, Civil Action No. 89-CP-40-1351

Plaintiff,

Vs, AFFIDAVIT OF J. MARK JONES

State of South carolina,

Defendant.

A,

J. Mark Jones, after being duly sworn, .deposes and

e i o e it e e

states that:v .

l. I am an attorney in Coluﬁbia, South Carolina.

2. I have assisted John U. Bell, III, who is court-~
appointed counsel for Steven R. Gratton, in the Preparation and
presentation of Mr. Gratton’s post-conviction relief petition.

3. Based upon our review of trial counsel’s file in
this case and our own investigation, we knew that Mr. Gratton had
given his trial counsel the name and telephone number of his

former supervisor at the State hewspaper, James Riddick, shortly

after he was arrested. It was our understanding that Mr. Riddick

.- could -have- helped-—trial counsel ~to identify ‘Co-carriers who

waited with Mr. Gratton for the paper truck to. arrive at the
Rlchland Mall drop on the mornlng of April 30, 1986.

4. On or about early November of 1989, I called the

State newspaper to see if Mr. Riddick was still in its employ.

Someorie in the State’s Personnel Department informed me that Mr.

Riddick had left the State’s employ some time back, and that he

did not leave a forwarding address or telephone number.,

J
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5. I then sought to speak with someone with the
state’s Circulation Department who could provide me with a list
of Mr. Gratton’s co-carriers who picked up their papers at the
Richland Mall drop on the morning of April 30, 1986. I was
directed to Tim Bostick, Assistant Circulation Director. When I
spoke with Mr. Bostick about this matter, he said he did not know
of the whereabouts of James Riddick. He also said that because
of the time that had passed, he would not be able to pin down
e e @X@CELy--which~paper-carriers would haVé“ﬁiﬁk@ﬂfﬁﬁ"théir“newsﬁapers
at the Richland Mall drop on the morning in question, but that he
could provide me with a list of all paper carriers who picked up
at the Richland Mall drop during the end of April, 1986. In
January of 1990, Mr. Bell and I sent letters to every individual
on the list provided to us by Mr. Bostick. Our letter explained
the circumstances of the case, and asked ”Do you know any facts
whatsoever that might be relevant to Mr. Grattén's case? Yes
No '____,” and provided the addressee with a self-addressed
stamped envelope- in which to respond. The majority of these
individuals sent back negative responses, and the remainder did

not respond or their letters were returned and we determined that

—— P

—_ S S
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héy had moved out of the area. Attempts to follow up with those

-

who did not respond by mail were unsuccessful in most cases.
Those we were able to reach by telephone had no knowledge of the
eVents in question.

6. In October of 1990, we learned from Steven Gratton

that his mother had found someone at the State newspaper, Gail

-



Bullét]wﬁﬁeuhad‘a forwarding address, but not a telephone number,
for Mr. Riddick. I obtained this address from Mrs. Bullet and
immediately wrote Mr. Riddick. On Friday, November 9, 1990, Mr.
Riddick responded to my letter with a telephone call, but I was
attending a CLE seminar out of state. I returned Mr. Riddick’s
call wheﬁ I returned to the office on Monday, November 12, 1990,
but was not able to reach him. John and I spoke with Mr. Riddick

for the first time by telephone on Tuesday, November 13, 1990.

~During that -~telephone conversation, ( we deteérmined that Mr.
Riddick may know of new facts that could exonerate Mr. Gratton,
and Mr. Riddick offered to give testlmony about the facts within
his knowledge. ‘> We immediately contacted the State Appellant

Defender’s Office, to whom the file had been transferred, to

N , PQ()“”M/

share this new evidence with them.

J Majk Jones
SWORN to and subscribed before me

this ; 1990.

(L.Ss.)

/
Notary Publldpfor South Carollna
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- . AFFIDAVIT OF JAMES RIDDICK gx%,% %ﬂ, v

James Riddick, after being duly sworn, deposes and states that:

1. That on the horning of April 30, 1986, I was the supervisor over, one
Stephen Roy Gratton who was one of my paper carrier's.

2. That on Wednesday mornings the paper truck is alway there before 3:45AM
because of the inserts which go in the Wednesday paper. And that on this date,
Wednesday, April the 30th, 1986, the truck had arrived on time, Approx. 3:45AM.

| 3. That, I remember that Stephen Gratton was there before the paper truck was

there, because I remember saying it was good work he was doing and getting here early which

.- ——— T — T e — ——

showed he was a devoted worker.

4. That the following carriers were with Mr. Gratton on the morning .in question:
JOE Wilson, Jerry Taylor and Lee Jennings and Fred Turner. I recall that Stephen Gratton
was waiting with Lee Jennings and Fred Turner.

5. The néxt Day on Thursday April 31, 1986 I called Stephen Mother to see why
he wasn't there, because he was always there before the truck arrived. His Mother told me
he had been arrested.

6. That, I was sure that I would be contacted about his case, however, no
attorney ever approached me or talhﬁto me about Stephen's case until October, 1990. T
could of gave Stephen an alibi from about 3;40AM until about 4:15AM.

7. Also the driver keeps a log of the time they arrive at the drop off point,

e e — e T
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if asked I could of provided Stephen's Attorney with this.

8. That the above statements are trde and accurate to the best of my knowledge

and belief.

JAMES RIDDICK DATE
SWORN to and subscribed before me

this day of ' , 1991

Notary Public for

My Commission Expires:
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STEPHEN ROY GRATTON,

PETITIONER,

AFFIDAVTIT

Vag 8 %

vVs.
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA,

RESPONDENT.

P S e e e h e N

Personally appeared before me James Riddick, who being duly
Sworn,. deposes and says:

1. My name is James Riddick. I currently reside at 171
Seventh Street, Leominster, Massachusetts 10453. I am employed as
an auditor by RGIS, Inventory Specialists also located in
Leominster, Massachusetts.

2. On April 30, 1986, I was employed by the State Newspaper
of Columbia, South cCarolina as a district manager. Stephen Roy
Gratton was my employee, a paper carrier for the State Newspaper.
On the morning in question, Stephen Gratton was present at the
"paper—drop" located at the Richland Mall in Columbia at Forest
Acres. This Paper-drop is located specifically in front of the
Cleaners when the Forest Drive side of the Malil. Stephen Gratton
was present at about 3:00 or 3:30 a.m. for the Purpose for folding
newspapers for his route. I talked to Mr. Gratton that morning.

" Lee Jennings and Fred Turner were also present. I recall Stephen
Gratton leaving the drop at 3:45 - 3:50 a.m. I remembered this
date because the next date Mr. Gratton, who was usualiy—a reliabie
employee, did not appear- for work. I learned that Mr. Gratton had
been arrested when I contacted his mother the next day. Also, I
read of the arrest in the newspaper. '

Firm.

AND FURTHER, AFFIANT SAITH'NOT. eSS

ey
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= JAMES/ RIDDICK

SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED before me

this X7 day of January, 1991,

—_—————
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NOTARY‘PUBLIC FOR MASSACHUSETTS
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My Commission Expires:



STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
ADMINISTRATIVE LAW COURT

_S;Egp\nu\ (S rakdon )3 €990

Appellant,

Vs. NOTICE OF APPEAL

South Carolina Department of Corrections,

DOCKET NOZ[_-AL{&-002/ A

Respondent. GRIEVANCENO.: ) [ Zp 2 /

N e Nl N N o S N o

Notice is hereby given that_ St e p l‘) en G‘ f‘Ot“\:'&’-g n does hereby
appeal the final decision of the South Carolina Department of Corrections dated
andreceivedon _ & ~ /¢ - 2/ » a copy of which is attached. A general statement of the
grounds for appeal is éSee S.C. Code § 1-23-380(A)(6)):

() xue Pc_\ﬂ@ rcg violated B Yoz Pacte [ wils b ¥ peith) kly

e 1A% ' nldm‘{:“w\ @Y Secy 2401[ @‘1'0 (Zd
@hg[a 16=-1: é() S,C. Gede this \Mokﬂ:bﬂq’ Oaua-)a Cﬂf‘ﬁb @PL
;L‘j" ID E;C C,anﬁb />H'")' . ﬁjff* Dﬂg&,_@negc{ﬁ of RM,,

(7)

CS%{,D\»Q,V\’R CJR:‘» 0)\, /'3%' -E‘Ma

é}gfllant’s\\lam;‘k‘) C;I: oy ‘2“_ l” Signed

344 wer Prad 8~/ -2/
Mailing Address , N Dated
G .SC 29410

City, State, Zip Code
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

T hereby certify that I, SXephan Gha”y@r\(your name), on the ﬁday of lau:; .20 Z& yin_f£§ Z&[Mﬁ i (city)y

South Carolina, served a copy of the foregoing Notice of Appeal on all parties to this matter by depositing the same in the United

States Mail, postage paid, and addrcssed as follows:
el ) ege) sort  Scoepl o FPRS
Address: ) 22/ ﬁfi/‘hm,;f {iu}' Mﬂ /@7 /20/( St bbb
City, State, Zip Code: £ f\/ 4 {7 é rd (5 ; & ( M .7 o g (J

stephen € Grotton )}Wg /5

Name of person/Agency served:




Ilephen Koy Uroatton #136090
CDC KirKlard C L. 22-4

#rHE  Broad River Keacl 35 o ey

@@[L/bea/ South (Z2rolina 29310 R e s 001560

:. 0000378357 NOV. 19, 2021,

RECEIVED
NOV 24 2021
SC Court of Appeals
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