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1 ON MONDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2011 AT 5:02 P.M. 

MR. MILLER: William Blake. 

(Defendant placed un r oath.) 

2 

3 

4 MR. MILLER: Your Honor, before the Court is William 

5 Blake. He is represented Barry Thompson of the public 

6 defenders office. 

Mr. Blake is here today to enter two peas. He is 

8 waiving presentment and entering a plea to the charge of 

9 voluntary manslau ter under North Carolina versus 

1 Alford. He is also entering a plea of -- under North 

11 Carolina versus Alford to a true-billed ndictment r 

12 armed ro ery. 

13 There is a negotiated sentence in this case, Your 

14 Honor; that the sentence osed by the Court be 

15 concurrent with each other, and that they be capped at 25 

16 years. 

1 As to the Defendant's prior record, Your Honor, he has 

18 a CDV first in 2005; s le assault in 2006; CDV second in 

19 2006; simple assault in 2007, another simple assault in 

20 2007. 

21 And no other adjudications, Your Honor. 

22 THE COURT: All ri He's been sworn? 

23 MR. MILLER: He has, Your Honor. 

24 THE COURT: Mr. Th son, you represent Mr. Blake? 

25 MR. THOMPSON: I do, Your Honor. 

3
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1 THE COURT: Does he understand both of these charges, 

2 what the State has to prove and all of his rights? 

3 MR. THOMPSON: Very well, Your Honor. 

4 THE COURT: And does he understand the two strikes 

5 law? 

6 MR. THOMPSON: He does, Your Honor. 

7 TE COURT: This will be one stri to y. 

8 MR. THOMPSON: That's correct, Your Honor. 

9 THE COURT: All right. Does he have any more 

10 stri s? Obviously not from the recitation of the facts. 

11 MR. THOMPSON: No, Your Honor. 

12 MR. MILLER: He does not, Your Honor. And that was 

13 part of our negotiation, was to not proceed with trial on 

14 the armed robbery followed by the voluntary manslaughter 

15 which would have struck him out. 

16 THE COURT: All right. And he is competent? 

17 MR. THOMPSON: He is, Your Honor. 

18 THE COURT: These are two separate incidents? 

19 MR. MILLER: They are, Your Honor. 

20 MR. THOMPSON: That's correct, Your Honor. 

21 THE COURT: With regard to both of these, you think 

22 juries would find him guilty? 

23 

24 

MR. THOMPSON: Yes, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: And does he understand that I'll sentence 

25 him, even under an Alford plea, just like he stood up here 

4
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1 and admitted every single thing? 

2 MR. THOMPSON: Yes, Your Honor. He un rstands that. 

3 THE COURT: And the bargain for the Alford plea is t 

4 concurrent nature of negotiations? 

5 

6 

MR. THOM SON: Essentially, Your Honor, that the 

benefit that he's receiving is that the sentences will 

concurrent, that there will be a cap of 25. And, Your 

8 Honor, there are a couple of unrelated pending charges 

that, it's my understanding, are being dismissed by the 

solicitor's office; a pending CDV and a pointing and 

presenting charge. 

THE COURT: Is that right? 

run 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 MR. M LLER: Yes, Your Honor. Additionally, Mr. Blake 

14 was initia ly charged with murder, so obviously reducing 

15 it to a voluntary manslaughter, which is what he's waiving 

16 presentment on is the voluntary manslaughter, would also 

17 be an ad tional benefit to him for the pu 

18 Alford plea. 

19 MR. THOMPSON: That's correct. 

oses of the 

20 THE COURT: Your name is William Henry Blake the 

21 Third? 

22 THE DEFENDANT: Yes, it is, sir. 

23 THE COURT: Mr. Blake, listen carefully to all of my 

24 questions. Number one, make sure you let me know if you 

25 want to stop and talk to your lawyer. 

5
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

6 

THE DEFENDANT: All right. 

THE COURT: Sometime later there may be a transcript 

of what we're talking about, and the transcript is going 

to have in there my definitive statement to you, that if 

you want to talk to your lawyer you got to let me know. 

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir. 

THE COURT: I certainly won't hold it against you. 

8 Also if somebody says something that you do not 

9 understand --

10 

11 

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir. 

THE COURT: - or if you don't agree with, people 

12 start talking too fast or you don't know what's going on, 

13 1 t your lawyer know and he'll let me know immediately. 

14 Do you understand that? 

15 THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir. 

16 THE COURT: Now, first of all, are you completely and 

17 100 percent satisfied with the services provided to you by 

18 your lawyer? 

19 

20 

21 

22 

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir. 

THE COURT: Are you sure? 

THE DEFENDANT: I'm not, but 

THE COURT: All right. Well, if you're not, do you 

23 want more t to talk to him? 

24 

25 

THE DEFENDANT: No, sir. I'm just -- no, sir. 

THE COURT: Well, again, this is going to be in a 

6
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1 transcript. 

2 

3 

THE DEFENDANT: Uh huh. 

THE COURT: If you want to talk to h you're going 

4 to have to let me know because I can't guess 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1 

5 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

THE DEFENDANT: Right. 

THE COURT: what your problem is. Mr. Thompson, do 

you feel safe in telling me anything out what he might 

be dissatisfied with, if he's dissatisfied? 

MR. THOMPSON: Your Honor 

THE COURT: Or do y'all need some time to talk? 

MR. THOMPSON: Both of these pleas are, as the Court 

understands, under Alford. And Mr. Blake has at all times 

asserted to me that, that he believes himself to be 

innocent of these charges. 

THE DE FEN DANT: ( Nods head. ) 

MR. THOMPSON: Now, we've looked over the evidence and 

I'm convinced that he's convinced that if we were to go 

forward especially on the armed r ery charge that's 

subject to being called for trial this week, that if we 

wee to go forward, that there's a substantial amount of 

evidence against him and that there's a high likelihood 

that he would be convicted. 

And I believe he's -- I believe he's of the same 

opinion. 

THE DEFENDANT: (Nods head.) 

7
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2 

MR. THOMPSON: He's al ttle bit frustrated that 

haven't been able to generate other evidence in this 

8 

we 

3 trial - or other evidence in this case, however at this 

4 

5 

point in time we have not been able to identify evidence 

that would necessarily be able to enable h to mount a 

6 substantial defense. And as a result that's why we're 

here to plea under Alford today. 

8 THE COURT: Mr. Blake, while I'm covering this topic, 

9 you're 24? 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 r 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, I am, sir. 

THE COURT: And do you have a high school diploma? 

THE DEFENDANT: Yeah. Yes, sir. 

THE COURT: And what kind of work have you done? 

THE DEFENDANT: Everything from fencing to lawn care. 

THE COURT: Fencing to lawn care? 

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir. 

THE COURT: You've been in jail since the armed 

ery arrest? 

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, I have. 

THE COURT: All right. Now do you take any medicine? 

THE DEFENDANT: I'm bi-polar. 

THE COURT: Do you take medication? 

THE DEFENDANT: No, sir. 

THE COURT: Are you supposed to? 

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir. 

8
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1 THE COURT: What are you supposed to take? 

2 THE DEFENDANT: Depakote. 

3 THE COURT: An hing besides Depakote? 

4 THE DEFENDANT: No, sir. 

5 THE COURT: And why is it that you're not taking it, 

6 they won't give it to you at the ail? 

7 

8 

THE DEFENDANT: 

THE DEFENDANT: 

I haven't seen a mental health nurse. 

In five months? Six months? Four 

9 months? 

10 THE DEFENDANT: He's saying he can get some paperwork 

11 from my doctor for which I don't have any. 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

THE COURT: Now, are you thinking clearly right now? 

THE DEFENDANT: That I know of, yes, sir. 

THE COURT: Sir? 

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir. 

THE COURT: You're positive? 

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir. 

THE COURT: Do you have any condition at all today 

19 that would keep you from being able to understand what 

20 you're doing? 

21 

22 

THE DEFENDANT: No, sir. 

THE COURT: Do you have any history of alcohol or drug 

23 problems? 

24 

25 

THE DEFENDANT: Drug. 

THE COURT; What kind of drugs? 

9



1 

2 

3 

4 

10 

THE DEFENDANT: Coca ne main y. 

THE COURT: Have you ever been treated for it? 

THE DEFENDANT: No, sir. 

THE COURT: Do you have any of that in your system 

5 now? 

6 THE DEFENDANT: No, sir. 

7 THE COURT: All right. Going back to the situation 

8 

9 

with Mr. 

some b 

Thompson, your lawyer. You've expressed with 

y language when I asked you whether or not you 

10 were satisfied, you indicated one thing body language wise 

11 

12 

and with your 

Is t re 

voice you said yes, I'm satisfied. 

anyth ng else that you want h to do that he 

13 hasn't done in the course of handling these two cases? 

THE DEFENDANT: No, sir. He's done ever hing. 

15 THE COURT: And do you understand that if you want him 

16 to do anything else you need to tell me now? 

17 

18 

19 

20 

1 

22 

23 

24 

25 

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir. 

THE COURT: Okay. Is he forcing you to plead guilty? 

THE DEFENDANT: No, s r. 

THE COURT: Is anybody forcing you to plead guilty? 

THE DEFENDANT: No, sir. 

THE COURT: Have you had enou time to make up your 

nd? 

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir. 

THE COURT: And do you understand that if you enter a 

10
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1 plea under Alford, which I'll discuss in more detail in a 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

minute, will sentence you, 

that you pled guilty just as 

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir. 

and your record will show 

if you'd admitted guilt? 

THE COURT: And the sentence would be passed and 

served by you on the same premise. 

that? 

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir. 

Do you understand 

THE COURT: 0 y. Now, other than the negotiated 

10 sentence of two concurrent terms that would be capped at 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

25 years, has anybody promised you anything? 

THE DEFENDANT: No, sir. 

THE COURT: And has anybody else inti dated you or 

pressured you or forced you into pleading guilty? 

THE DEFENDANT: No, sir. 

THE COURT: You have two indictments. The one that 

17 ends in the number 1586 says that on or about May 23, 

18 2011, you did unlawfully kill Markes Lavelle Griggs. Did 

19 I pronounce the first name correctly? 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

MR. MILLER: Yes, Your Honor. It's Markes. 

THE COURT: Without malice by shooting a rifle in his 

direction -- shooting a rifle in the direction of the 

defendant. Should be the vict there. 

MR. MILLER: I'm sorry, Your Honor. It should be the 

25 victim. 

11
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1 THE COURT: Any ob ection to me making that change, 

2 Mr. Thompson? 

3 MR. THOMPSON: No, Your Honor. 

4 

6 

7 

THE COURT: The indictment says shooting the rife in 

the direction of the Defendant. It should be victim. 

MR. THOMPSON: Correct, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: Anyway, that's what it says. 

8 you shot a rifle in his direction as you fled. 

9 understand that's the charge? 

It says that 

Do you 

10 

11 

12 

14 

THE DEFENDANT: Yes. 

THE COURT: That carries up to 30 years in prison, a 

minimum of two years? 

THE DEFENDANT: Yeah. 

THE COURT: There's -- well, we' l get into that in 

15 just a second. The indictment 1378 says on or about June 

16 11, 2011, while you were armed with a deadly wea nor 

17 while representing that you had one, specifically a silver 

18 revolver pistol, you did commit the crime of ro ry by 

19 taking from Joseph Holland keys and a wallet containing 

20 money. Do you understand that charge? 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir. 

THE COURT: That carries a mandato minimum of 10 

years and a maximum of 30. Do you understand that? 

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir. 

THE COURT: Both of these under the law are what are 

12



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

13 

called most serious of nses. And that means that under 

our two-strikes law they would be treated as one strike 

today, but in your lifetime if you're convicted of another 

most-serious offense you'd be facing life without parole. 

Do you understand that? 

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir. 

THE COURT: All right. According to your lawyer 

you're wanting to plead guilty under North Carolina versus 

Alford. That is a United States Supreme Court decision in 

which the Court recognized that the right of someone like 

you who's accused of a crime to negotiate with the 

prosecutor. 

If you enter that plea under these two cases, you 

would be telling me, I am not guilty --

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir. 

THE COURT: but I want to plead guilty to get the 

17 benefit of a rgain. 

18 

19 

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir. 

THE COURT: And the bargain is the reduction in the 

20 murder charge and the overall negotiation and the 

21 dis ssal of other charges. That's what you said earlier; 

22 right? 

23 MR. MILLER: 

24 

25 

THE COURT: 

MR. MILLER: 

Yes, sir. 

Do you agree with that -­

Yes, sir. 

13
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1 TH COURT: - Mr. Thompson? 

2 MR. THOMPSON: That's correct, Your Honor. 

3 THE COURT: Do you understand that, sir? 

4 THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir. 

5 THE COURT: So if I said guilty plea in this context, 

6 I mean Alford plea. Do you understand that, again, the 

7 sentence will be issued and you'll serve the t 

8 if you pled guilty the regular way? 

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir. 

just as 

9 

10 THE COURT: All right. You're not on probation or 

11 parole now? 

12 THE DEFENDANT: No, I'm not. 

13 THE COURT: When you plead guilty is he on the 

14 trial list this week? 

MR. MILLER: He is, Your Honor. 

MR. THOMPSON: He is, Your Honor. 

15 

16 

17 THE COURT: When you plead guilty you give up some 

18 rights. 

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir. 19 

20 THE COURT: There are basically three that I'm 

21 to talk to you about. One is your right to be silent. 

ing 

22 That's your right to say nothing. Here you may not have 

23 much to say except nying guilt. 

24 The second right is your right to have a jury trial. 

25 We just finished picking a jury in another case. Your 

14
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1 jury would be drawn from a pool of Aiken County citizens. 

2 And there would be 12 who would ultimately decide whether 

3 or not you were guilty or not guilty. And you could not 

4 be convicted unless this prosecutor was le to convince 

5 all 12 of your guilt beyond a reasonable doubt. 

6 You don't have to prove or disprove anything. Do you 

7 understand that? 

8 THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir. 

9 THE COURT: All right. Now, do you u rstand all of 

10 those rights? 

11 THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir. 

2 THE COURT: Do you understand you're giving them up if 

13 you enter these pleas to y? 

14 

15 

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir. 

THE COURT: You're giving up all your defenses and the 

16 right to challenge any evidence. Do you un rstand that? 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir. 

THE COURT: All right. Here's the key question. On 

this voluntary manslaughter, do you want to enter a plea 

of guilty under North Carolina versus Alford? 

THE DEFENDANT: No, sir. 

THE COURT: You don't? 

THE DEFENDANT: No, sir. 

THE COURT: You would rather have a trial? 

THE DEFENDANT: Oh, no, I'd rather --

15
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THE COURT: I'll ask again 

THE DEFENDANT: Yeah. 

1 

2 

3 THE COURT: twas too long. I'm sorry. Do you enter 

4 a plea of ilty 

5 THE DEFENDANT: Yeah. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

THE COURT: - Under North Carolina versus Alford? 

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir. 

THE COURT: Are you sure that's what you want to do? 

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir. 

THE COURT: As to the armed robbery charge, do you 

also enter a plea of guilty under North Carolina versus 

12 Alford? 

13 THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir. 

14 

15 

THE COURT: Do you acknowle e that the State has 

enough evidence by which you could well be found guilty by 

16 juries? 

17 THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir. 

18 THE COURT: And by the way, you would get two jury 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

trials; do you understand that? 

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir. 

THE COURT: One on one and one on the other. 

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir. 

THE COURT: did explain Alford correctly in y'all's 

24 judgment? 

25 MR. MILLER: Yes, Your Honor. 

16
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2 

17 

MR. THOMPSON: Yes, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: All right. Do you want to go ahead and 

3 give me the facts? 

4 

5 

MR. MILLER: Yes, Your Honor. 

Chronologically we'll start with the voluntary 

6 manslaughter charge. On May the 23rd of 2011, officers 

7 with the Aiken County Sheriff's Office responded to a 

8 shots-fired call on Cherokee Drive at the intersection of 

9 Jefferson Davis Highway in the Clearwater area of Aiken 

10 County. 

11 At that t , the officer came upon one Travis Bibbs. 

12 This is about 10:45 at night. The officer spoke to 

r. Bibbs because he was the only person he saw in the 

14 area. And Mr. Bibbs indicated to him that some 

15 individuals had come by him while he was walking on the 

16 road and had yelled some profanities in his direction and 

17 then fired a gun. 

18 He told the officers at that time that he had run at 

9 the sound of the gunshots and he couldn't identify anybody 

20 in the car or didn't know an hing about whys 

21 would be shooting at him. 

ody 

22 The officer asked h why he was hanging around. He 

23 said in an attempt to flee he had dropped his cell phone 

24 and he was loo ng for his cell phone. 

25 So as other uties arrived at this shots-fired call, 

17
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1 Mr. Bibbs actually locates his cell phone and leaves the 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

scene. And at that point in time the officers were kind 

of looking around for any other evidence they could find. 

They did find a .303 caliber shell casing that was in the 

roadway believed to be fired from the gun -- to have come 

from the gun that fired the shot. 

While officers were canvassing the area looking for 

more evidence and after Mr. Bibbs had walked away, but 

they had all of his contact information, they discovered 

the body of one Markes Griggs on the other side of a 

11 fence, kind of like a privacy fence that was in the 

12 immediate area. 

13 Mr. Griggs, it was later termined at autopsy, had 

14 been shot through the base of the thigh, the lower area of 

15 

16 

17 

8 

the thigh. The bullet had exited the top of the front of 

the thigh and then entered his chest cavity and stopped 

inside his body. It was also a .303 caliber bullet. 

Your Honor, based upon the autopsy it was the belief 

19 of law enforcement that Mr. Griggs was actually airborne 

20 jumping over the fence, kind of like in a superman 

21 position, whenever the bullet hit him in the back of the 

22 leg, came out of the front of his leg and went into his 

23 chest. It was the only way to really explain how one 

24 bullet could have done that. 

25 And it was one single bullet - it was one single 

18
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1 gunshot as determined by the aut psy that had done all of 

2 the damage. 

3 At that time the officers made contact with Mr. Bibbs 

4 again, started to press him more about what was going on. 

5 And ultimately Mr. Bibbs admitted that he and the victim 

6 had been walking along the road whenever this car came up, 

7 and that some words were exchanged with the people in the 

8 

9 

car and that shots were fired. He ran 

The victim ran in anot r direction. 

in one direction. 

And he stated that 

10 at that time that he didn't know that the vict had been 

11 hurt. 

12 The investigation kind of stalled out at that time, 

Your Honor. It wasn't a whole lot more for law 

14 enforcement to go on. They pt canvassing the area 

15 looking for other people that knew what was going on and 

16 didn't really have a whole lot left to go on, after 

17 running down a few leads relative to Mr. Bibbs and whether 

18 or not he was telling the truth. 

19 One thing the officers did find out though was that 

20 from a review of the phone records was that someone using 

21 a phone number that Mr. Bibbs used, contacted by telephone 

22 a number that was used by Mr. Blake here and shortly, like 

23 within 20 minutes, before the incident took place. 

24 That was the si ificant thing for law enforcement at 

25 that time. 

19
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1 Additionally, Your Honor, in the victim's sock there 

2 was found by law enf rcement 12.98 grams of crack cocaine. 

3 That information was not released to the press at the 

4 time, that he had crack cocaine in his sock. They just 

5 kind of put out the information as a general news story. 

6 So now we move over to the armed robbery. 

7 Your Honor, on July or, excuse me. On June the 

8 11th of 2011, at approximately ten p.m., officers with the 

9 Aiken County Sheriff's Office responded to 213 Crestview 

10 Drive in North Augusta, South Carolina, in Aiken County, 

11 in reference to a robbery and met with the victim, Joseph 

12 Holland. 

13 Mr. Hol and told the officers as soon as they got 

4 there he knew who the subjects were and that they had come 

15 to the incident location because they were discussing 

16 going somewhere to play pool. Mr. Holland stated that 

17 Amanda Toole was driving the vehicle that came up. 

18 Christopher Isom was in the front passenger seat and that 

19 William Blake was in the left rear seat and there was a 

20 fourth individual in the car but he wasn't sure who that 

21 person was. 

22 He said that at some point they were al supposed to 

23 get together and go play pool. Christopher Isom gets out 

24 of the car, walks around to the back of the car and begins 

25 urinating behind the car. 

20



1 

2 

3 

21 

At that point he says, the vict says Mr. Blake umps 

out of the car, produces a silver-in-color pisto and 

holds it to his head, puts the pistol, forces the barrel 

4 of the pistol into his mouth and kind of pins him up 

5 against the car. 

6 Officers did note that evening that there was a smal 

7 abrasion on the victim's bottom lip that would be 

8 consistent with having something jammed into his mouth. 

9 The victim stated that Mr. Blake yel ed over to 

10 Christopher Isom to take the victim's pants. And 

11 

12 

13 

Christopher Isom came over and literally pulled the guy's 

shorts off. His pockets contained cash currency, some 

keys and some other items. They took off the guy's 

14 pants. Christopher Isom took off his pants, jumped back 

15 into the car. Mr. Bake umped into the car. 

16 Because of the fact that they were able to give the 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

victim was able to give positive i ntifications of the 

three individuals that they knew to be involved, officers 

went to the house where William Bake was be ieved to be, 

and they arrested Christopher Isom and they arrested 

Amanda Too e and they arrested Mr. Blake for the armed 

robbery. 

It was very shortly after that Christopher Isom 

24 decided he wanted to ta k and he wanted to cooperate. So 

25 he came in to talk to officers about the involvement with 

21
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1 the armed robbery. Mr. Isom gave a full confession, 

2 stated exactly what he did, stated exactly what Mr. Blake 

3 did, stated exactly what Amanda Toole, his girlfriend, 

4 did. 

5 Interestingly, he stated that Amanda Toole was 

6 screaming at them to get back into the car and stop the 

7 entire t that the armed robbery was going on. After 

8 getting that information, the officers talked to the 

9 victim again and the vict 

10 Christopher Isom had said. 

actually confirmed what 

He said, yeah, you know, 

11 Amanda Toole was telling them, sere 

12 in the car. 

ng, stop, stop, get 

13 Based upon that we went to Ms. Toole's attorney, 

14 started talking to Mrs. Toole's attorney. U timately 

5 Amanda Toole came forward and said the exact same thing 

16 that Christopher Isom did. So we had a vict and we had 

17 two co defendants all that were saying that Mr. Blake was 

18 armed with a silver-in-color pistol, and that Mr. Blake 

19 stuck this pistol in this victim's mouth and that 

20 Mr. Blake was the, for lack of a better term, ringleader 

21 of this armed r ery. 

22 In addition to the information that he provided on the 

23 armed robbery, Christopher Isom also informed law 

24 enforcement that he was present during the May 23rd, 2011, 

25 shooting and killing of Markes Griggs. 

22



23 

1 Mr. Isom stated that he and Mr. Blake were at 

2 Mr. Blake's girlfriend's home, that a call was received by 

3 Mr. Blake, and that Mr. Blake told Mr. Isom, c'mon, we're 

4 going to go get some dope. That Christopher Isom claims 

5 that he got into Mr. Blake's girlfriend's car and that 

6 Mr. Blake got into the passenger side of his girlfriend's 

car and that they left the area and they drove down 

8 Cherokee until they saw Mr. Bibbs and they saw Mr. Griggs. 

9 At that time, according to Christopher Isom, the car 

10 stopped, t door kind of partially opened. There was 

11 

12 

some words exchanged between Mr. Blake and the two 

individuals. Mr. Blake produces a gun and fires it one 

13 shot, and a few seconds later fires a second shot. 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

After law enforcement got all of this information from 

Mr. Isom, they executed a search warrant. This was 

some -- we're talking about from May 23rd into early July 

before they get all of this information. 

They served a search warrant and took Mr. Blake's 

girlfriend's vehicle. They seized that vehicle. They did 

a gunshot residue test on the passenger side oft or 

the passenger side of the compartment, of the interior 

compartment of the vehicle. And the gunshot residue kit 

came back positive for ground lead particles which as the 

Court is aware is a component of gunshot residue. 

So that seemed to confirm part of the story that the 

23
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1 shot had been fired from the passenger side of the car. 

2 Additionally there was some more witnesses developed. 

3 Officers went back and talked to Mr. Bibbs again. They 

4 talked to some other people that this investigation was 

5 leading them to. And one of the things that came up in 

6 the investigation that was very odd was that it appeared 

from a witness o was not involved in the case in any 

8 other way, that after, immediately a er the shooting, 

9 after Mr. Bibbs walked away from law enforcement, he got a 

10 ri 

11 

over to Mr. Blake's house. 

Now that is disputed by Mr. Bake, or, excuse me, it's 

12 disputed by Mr. Blake's girlfriend who lives with h , but 

13 certainly the person who gave Mr. Bi s the ride was very, 

14 was very confident that this is the house I took him to 

15 not even an hour after Mr. Blake and Mr. Isom had been 

16 involved in this shooting incident. 

17 Your Honor, there were other witnesses that the State 

18 would be bringing forward in the case. 

19 In the last two wee ks, Aiken County Sheriff's Office 

20 received a call from the parents of Mr. Blake's 

21 girlfriend. They had found a silver-in color handgun in 

22 their home. They didn't have a handgun. They didn't own 

23 a handgun. 

24 handgun. 

So they called the police when they found the 

25 Mr. Blake's girlfriend shows up over at the house at 
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1 the request of her parents and she gives police a 

2 statement at that time that said, number one, that after 

3 Mr. Bla had been arrested for the armed r ery she 

4 found the silver-in-color han un underneath the mattress 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

in their home. Shedd not want to have it around because 

there were children, so she took it over to her parents' 

house where she h d it and she didn't think anybody would 

find it. That's the substance of her statement to law 

enforcement. 

But additionally, Your Honor, she also gave a 

statement to law enforcement that indicated that Mr. 

did in fact have a rifle. And this .303 rifle is a 

Blake 

13 Brittish rifle. It's very unique in its characteristics. 

14 

5 

She indicated that he did have a rifle but that he had 

taken it sometime between the t that Mr. Griggs was 

16 shot and the armed robbery occurred. He had placed that 

rifle into some plastic bags. He had gone over to his 17 

18 parents' house and buried the rifle in his parents' 

19 garden. 

20 Obviously aw enforcement was going to go look for it, 

21 the rifle in the garden but then she further informed law 

22 enforcement that the rifle had been moved by some of 

23 Mr. Blake's people and had been taken over to a house in 

24 Augusta, Georgia, where it was to be dismantled and thrown 

25 into the Savannah ver. 
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1 

2 s 

She did lead law enforcement to the house where 

osedly the rifle was taken but the rifle was never 

3 recovered. 

4 We do believe though, Your Honor, that we have now in 

5 our possession the silver in-color pistol that was used in 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

the armed robbery. 

Your Honor, all of these things would be brought forth 

by the State in either one of the trials as the case may 

be. And we believe that the State has sufficient evidence 

to establish that we could prove to a jury beyond a 

11 reasonable doubt Mr. Blake's gui ty of both of these 

12 crimes. 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

THE COURT: All right. Mr. Thompson, on the waiver of 

the voluntary manslaughter, he's going to have to initial 

the sentencing sheet. Would you hand that down to him? 

THE CLERK: (Complies.) 

THE COURT: All right. Mr. Blake, one thing I've not 

covered with you is that the manslaughter indictment has 

not been to the Ai n County Grand Jury. There are 18 

people on it. In order for that charge to go forward, it 

would take a vote of 12 of those 18 people that you were 

probably guilty. 

Do you understand t t? 

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir. 

THE COURT: Do you want to give up that right of 
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1 presentment and go forward with a plea to the mansla hter 

2 charge? 

3 THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir. 

4 

5 

6 

THE COURT: Do you agree with that, Mr. Th son? 

MR. THOMPSON: I do, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: You've also heard the recitation of facts 

7 from the prosecutor. Do u acknowle e that's the 

8 evidence they would generally put in these cases? 

9 

10 

TH DEFENDANT: Yes, sir. 

THE COURT: All right. And do you understand, again, 

11 that u can ta a jury trial on these things if you want 

12 to? Do you understand that? 

13 

14 

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir. 

THE COURT: Do you still want to go ahead and enter 

15 the plea? 

16 

17 

THE DEFENDANT: 

THE COURT: All 

Yes, 

ri 

sir. 

t. I believe I have e lained 

18 that you do have 10 days to appeal. 

19 that? 

Do you understand 

20 THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir. 

21 

22 

23 

24 

or 

we 

THE COURT: Do the victims -- the f 

does Mr. Holland want to say anything? 

ly of Mr. Griggs 

MR. MILLER: Your Honor, for the family of Mr. Griggs, 

have in the courtroom his aunt, Mr. Griggs' mother, and 

25 Mr. Griggs - the mother of Mr. Griggs' child. She has 
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1 her name's Nicole -- I apologize, Nicole LaGrange. And 

2 she has prepared a letter that she would like for our 

3 victim advocate to read to the Court. 

4 THE COURT: And the letter's from whom? 

5 MR. MILLER: This is from the mother of his child, 

6 Nicole LaGrange. 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

THE COURT: You're on the end? 

UNIDENTIFIED PERSON: (Nods head.) 

THE COURT: All right. Yes, ma'am, your name? 

VICTIM'S ADVOCATE: I'm Anna Gallo. 

THE COURT: Okay. 

VICTIM'S ADVOCATE: Markes Lavelle Griggs is not just 

13 a man who is the vict of murder but he also he is 

14 also a grandson, son, brother, ne ew, uncle. And most of 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

all, a wonderful father. A father who was taken from his 

daughter the day before she turned eight months. Our 

little girl, his only child, was from the t of 

conception a daddy's girl. They did everything together. 

Nothing could ever part them until the devastating news of 

his ath on May 23rd, 2011. 

For a while I blamed myself because I missed his phone 

call 15 minutes before he was murdered. I k t thinking I 

23 could have saved him. Today our daughter is one years 

What hurts the most is her father 24 old - one year old. 

25 not being here with her, watching her grow. 
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1 Mar s never had a chance to see her first steps, hear 

2 her first words, da da, or celebrate her first birthday. 

3 In the future he will not be there for her first day of 

4 schoo, hi school graduation, college, or to walk her 

5 down the aisle at her wedding. 

6 We know he is with us in spirit. We just don't 

7 underst why someone who would take him from a f 

8 

9 

who loves him and whom he loved. It has taken a lot of 

hard work, but I am working on not hating the people who 

10 took his young -- this young, loving, smart and funny, 

11 important person from our lives. 

ly 

12 Going through this kind of lifetime pain, all I want 

is justice. Justice for the man I spent four years of my 

14 life with and made a child with. Justice so no one else 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

has to be a vict I am blessed to have our daughter, a 

piece of him and his love forever. Thank you. 

THE COURT: Thank you. 

Thank you, Ms. LaGrange. 

ladies like to say anything? 

a right to talk to me? 

Would either one of you 

They rstand they do have 

MR. MILLER: Yes, sir, Your Honr. I have explained 

22 that to them. 

23 THE COURT: All ri t. How about Mr. Holland? 

24 MR. MILLER: He did not wish to be present, Your 

25 Honor. 

29



1 

2 

3 

30 

THE COURT: Does Mr. Blake have any kind of record? 

MR. MILLER: Just the -- criminal domestic violence 

2005, simp e assault and battery in '06, CDV second in 

4 '06, s le assault and battery in '07, another simple 

in 

5 assault and battery about three months later in '07. And 

6 that's it, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: All right. Mr. Thompson? 

8 MR. THOMPSON: Your Honor, may it please the Court. 

9 Mr. Blake's 24 years old. He graduated from Mid and 

10 Valley High School. He's single but in a committed 

11 relationsh p with Ms. Rebecca Easter who is on the back 

12 row. They have one child prox te y one year old. 

3 Two? 

14 THE DEFENDANT: Two. 

15 MR. THOMPSON: Two years old. 

16 THE DEFENDANT: Three. 

1 MR. THOMPSON: Your Honor, you've heard the recitation 

18 of the evidence that the State was liable to be able to 

19 produce at trial. We are of the understandi that, you 

20 know, the evidence against him, especially for the armed 

21 robbery case, is rather substantia . 

22 That being said, I really can't offer any type of 

23 mitigating factors for that because Mr. Blake has 

24 consistently told me the whole t that he wasn't there. 

25 He knows Christopher Isom, you know, and some of the 
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1 people that are mentioned in this scenario. He knows them 

2 very well. Christopher Isom is one of his good friends, 

3 but he tels me that at the time he really didn't have 

4 an hing to do, wasn't there, that Mr. Isom was kind of 

5 nervous and jumpy and drove to his house right after, this 

6 is right after this occurred and was at his house when the 

7 police came. 

8 But he tells me he didn't have an hing to do with it, 

9 so I really don't have anything to offer the Court on that 

10 charge. 

11 THE COURT: All right. 

12 MR. THOMPSON: Your Honor, as far as the shooting 

13 incident's involved, Your Honor, what he -- what my client 

14 tells me is that he doesn't know the victim, has really 

15 never had any interaction with the vi tim, that the person 

16 who knew the vict , was involved with the victim was 

17 Mr. Isom. 

18 

19 

You know, Your Honor's heard earlier that the car 

involved was his girlfriend's car. He tells me that he 

20 was driving the car, that he would not have let somebody 

21 else drive it. He was actually the driver. 

22 That he tells me that Mr. Isom had told him a couple 

23 days before that Mr. Isom had been robbed by an individual 

24 and as they were driving down the road, Mr. Isom said, 

25 hey, that's the guy who robbed me. 
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1 That Mr. Isom routinely travels with firearms, that 

the gun actually was Mr. Isomls gun. And that they turned 

3 around, that Mr. Isom, you know, pulled his hat down and 

4 pulled something over his face. And they pulled over a 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

3 

that Mr. Isom was actually the passenger in the car. 

Mr. Isom was the shooter in this incident. 

But as the Court's heard, it's my understanding that 

the evidence aga st him is pretty substantial and as a 

result he's here to plead guilty under Alford today. 

We'd just like to ask t t the Court in light of the 

fact he does have a little girl that's two years old, in 

light of that, that the Court consider granting h some 

mercy in this matter and possibly doing something under 

14 the negotiated cap, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: All right. Mr. Blake, is there an hing 

16 you want to tell me? 

17 THE DEFENDANT: I'm sorry that, you know, that 

18 happened, but I had nothing to do with it. I'm sorry. I 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

couldn't have sto edit but Ilm sorry, I couldn't 

THE COURT: All right. Anything else from the State? 

MR. MILLER: Nothing from the State, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: All right. Your client understands that 

the sentence that I pass, I'm not ta ng into account any 

estion in my mind about whether or not he committed the 

25 acts? 
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3 

4 

5 

6 

33 

MR. THOMPSON: Yes, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: Obviously it's something that he wants to 

make known. And it's just young people and guns. 

MR. THOMPSON: Yes, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: People used to get out and duke it out. 

Nobody does that anymore. They pull guns out and start 

7 shooting. It must give them some kind of rush or 

8 something, but it always ends up this way. 

9 

10 

MR. THOMPSON: Yes, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: All right. I'll accept both pleas. 

11 They're entered free y and voluntarily. Mr. Blake is 

represented an attorney with whom he is satisfied. Any 12 

13 

14 

5 

16 

dissatisfaction he has is not with the services provided 

by his lawyer, it's simply that the development of the 

facts hasn't gone in accordance with his liking. 

Also for the purposes of the Alford plea, there's a 

17 substantial oundation factually. 

8 All right. I'll accept both pleas. When the rubber 

19 hits the road is whatever the sentence is going to be, 

20 Mr. Blake. It's not going to be a victory for anybody 

21 because somebody has lost somebody they love dearly. 

22 And I took a plea in Manning last week. The lady said 

23 30,000 years won't bring anybody back. It's just an awful 

24 set of circumstances. Everybody wishes they could go back 

25 in time. 
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1 All right. I'M GOING TO IMPOSE CONCURRENT SENTENCES 

2 IN THE AMOUNT OF 23 YEARS. 

3 

4 

5 

MR. MILLER: Thank you, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: YOU'LL GET CREDIT FOR THE TIME YOU SERVED. 

MR. THOMPSON: And I believe that's 135 days, Your 

6 Honor. 

7 THE COURT: Whatever it is, from June the 11th or 

8 shortly after that. The Department of Corrections and the 

9 jail will calculate that. 

10 

11 

12 

13 

MR. THOMPSON: Yes, Your Honor. Thank you. 

MR. MILLER: Thank you, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: Thank you. 

MR. MILLER: Your Honor, I believe that's all we have 

4 for you for the rest of the day. 

15 END OF DAY: 

16 

5:40 P.M. 

* ** * 

17 CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER 

18 I, Cheri L. Young, Registered Professional Reporter, 

19 and Official Court Reporter fort State of South 

20 Carolina, do hereby certify that the foregoing transcript 

21 of proceedings heard on Monday, October 24, 2011, in 

22 Aiken, South Carolina, was reported by me using machine 

23 shorthand and realt computer-aided translation and is a 

24 true, accurate and complete transcript of the proceedings 

25 had and evidence introduced in the hearing of the matter. 
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1 I do further certify that I am neither of kin, counsel 

2 nor interest to any party hereto. 

3 I have hereunto set my hand this Friday, the 6th day 

4 of Ju 1 y, 2012 . 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) 
) 

COUNTY OF AIKEN ) 
) 

INDICTMENT FOR 
ARMED ROBBERY 

§ 16-11 •0330(A) 

At a Court of General Sessions, convened on October 17, 2011, the Grand 

Juror& of Aiken County present upon their oath: 

Thal WILLIAM HENRY BLAKE, Ill, along with others, did in Aiken County on or 

about June 11, 201 1, while armed with a deadly weapon or while using a representation 

of a deadly weapon or an object which a person present during the commission of the 

robbery reasonably believed to be a deadly weapon, to wii: a silver revolver pistol, 

feloniously take from the person or presence of by means of force or 

intimidation goods or monies o to wit: mlscellaneous keys and a wallet 

containing United States Currency. All in violation of §16-11-330(A), Code cf Laws of 

South CaroJina (1976), as amended. 

Against the peace and dignity of the State, and contra to the statule In such case made and 

provided. 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) 
) 

COUNTY OF AIKEN ) 
) 

INDICTMENT FOR 
VOLUNTARY MANSLAUGHTER 

§ 16-03-0050 

At a Court of General Sessions, convened on November 14, 2011, the Grand 

Jurors of Aiken County present upon thelr oath: 

That Willlam Henry Blake tll did in Aiken County, South Carolina on or about 

May 23, 2011 unlawfully km one ~itbout malice, express or ) 
v1c.r,;, ~J.1/~ I~ 

implied, to wit: shooting a rifle in the direction of the eet J nt as the Defendant fled, tn 

violation of § 16-3-50 of the Code of Laws of South ~arolina, 1976, as amended. 

Against the peace and dignity of the State, and contrary to the statute in such case made and 

~J(J],{& 
provided. 

Jsfi:foM THURMOND, SOLICITOR 
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Doperment of Cofflctlons. 
The 0efenc:tanlis to be placed on C6nltal Registry of Child Abuse and Neglect pursuant lo S.C. Code§174!M35. 

Pursuant to 18 U.8.C. S.ctlon 922, H la unlawfut far a par,aon convicted of a vlolaUon of Section 18•26-20 or 1&-25-66 ICrtmlnal 
Domestic Yklfunc:e) to ahlp, tra1111port. pn■ess, or rwc•lw • flntann er ammunition. 

SPl!CIAL CONDITIONS: 
0 RE811TUTtON: 0 Deferred O Def. wa1w, Haartng O Ordorod PTUP ------------=-----
Total; $ ____ plus 2~ fee: $ ---PaymentTerms: _________________ _ 

0 Set bySCDPPPS 

Recqient: 
*Fine: 
514.1.2os (Assessman& iotH) 
§14-1411 (AX1)(Conv. Sun:tutrge) 
§14•1-211 (A)(2)(OUI Surefta,go) 
§S~Ml-2885 (DUI Assessment) 
§50· 1 ·286 (DUI 819alh TesQ 
Pro\Cso 4 7.9 (PLtlUc Def/Prob) 
§ 14• 1 ~12 (Law Efttorce. Funong) 
§14-1.:213 CON9 Court Surcharge) 
§50•21-114 (BUI Breath Test Fee) 
§S6-5-294Z(J) {Vahlde /Waesamunt) 
~110 80.5 (SCCJA Surcharge) 
3'11 rocounty~fpald In lnltalmenli) 

TOTH. 

Court Roportar; 
SCC:""11 1(1312011) 

$100 
S100 
$12 
$25 
$500 
$25 
$160 
$50 
$40/ea 

$5 

s ----$ \c:,p,110 
$ ,----

___ daysAlours Pu!lllc Service Einplo)ff1ent 

OblalnGED 0 

Attend Voe. Rehab. Or Job Coq,. _____ _ 

lYayaarve WIE beginning _______ _ 

SubslaticeAbuse Counseling 0 
Random O'ug/Alcohol Tosq D 
Fftl ny be pd. ii oqual ccnecutilo weaklylrronlhly 
pnu. of S ___ Begktnlng 
s ______ Paid m Public Oafenaet Fund 

Other: 

O .Appointed PO or appoinled olhar cot.met, 
§47.12 requires S600 be paid to ertc 
duri(lJ probation. 

Pntsldblg Judge _....,~~~+----­
Judgo O>de: 

Sentence Date 
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STATEOFSOUTHCAAOUNA ) IN THE COURT OF GENmAL SESSIONS 
.COUNTYOF Aiken ) 
STAlE --------------) 

vs. ) 
INOICThENTICASE#: ____ 2=0=11_G __ S=02=0_15=8=8 __ _ 

William Henry Blake Ill ) NWI: M0O8546 
l'4<k. ) 
Race: 2 six M Nie: 24 ) 

Oat& of Ofense; 
8.C.Code§: 

512312011 
16-03-0050 

CORCOdef: 0217 

Total: $ pla.m 20% ree: I ---- --- ------
Pa)fflentTerms: _________________ _ 

0 SetbySCDPPPS 

Recipient 
•Fine: 
§ 14-1-206 (Asaassmeni t 01.5%) 
514°1-211 (A)(1)(Conv. Surcharge) 
514-1-·211 (A)(2)(0UI Sun::ha,ge) 
§56-5-2885 (OUI AHIHment) 
§58-1486 (OUI Bteatrt Test) 
Pn>\Cso 47.G (PlbllcOeWrob) 
§14-1.:Z 12 (law Enfo~. Funding) 
§14-1-213 (Drug Ccurt Surcharge) 
§50-21•114 (BUI Breath Teat Foe) 
§S6,.5-2942(J) (Vehlde Assessment) 
PRMao90.5 (SCCJASurchatgt) 
3% to counl'/(lf paid In tnslalrmenls) 

$100· 
$100 
$12 
$25 
$600 
$25 
$150 
$50 
$40/ea 
$5 

$ 
$ _/_QQ_·_b_Q_ 
$ s----
s $----
$ 
$ .----
$ s---,::=.-o~o 
s _ ___,s:;._. _..9.-o 

TOTAL $ f 3,:, · 'f 0 

Cieri! ofCouMJepulyClerk ~~ 
Cour1Ro- O..,.; ir«--:r SCCN211 (DYZ0111 

___ days~curs Pwllc Sor.Ace Emplo)1nenl 

OblalnGED 0 

Allend Voe. Rehab. Or Job Corp, ------MlyHtw W/E. baglnring _______ _ 

Substance Abuso Counseling Li 
Randam Crug/Aleohol Tatting 0 
Fino lft'1y be pd. In equal OCftlewlJ/OWeeklyhl1,ntllJy 
pn1,. of$ ___ Beginning 
$ ______ Pail lO f\tbic Def811dor i=imd 

Other: 

D Appomted PO or appohtild other counsel. 
§4 7 .12 requJru1 S500 be paid to Crank 
during probation. 

Presld~g Judge -+~~r.JJ~---­
Judge Code: 

Sunlence Datu 

41



i 

FORM5 

s·rATI: OF sounr CAROLINA } 

c,ooa ,,r __ /Ji J~7L ________ . j 
/JJ, /1,,,u flo,,y 8Jr1k7J4?'1'f7 

;'"ll "''""'1'14 I!">',"" ,~,,,,b,:, (,j Mt ;d Aµplic,n, 

$1J(¢ of South Carolina 
' ) 

.\l'PUCATIOS },'OR 'niwl ... r -POST--CONVJCTION Rd 
o-...._·::-a.,. 
/w 1 s ·-~..__._,,, 

INSJRUCTfONS ~ RF,AQ CAREFULU" 

tn tmkr fo1 ths apphntion lo ret:Cl"-' c.msi<lerotion h) the Court, ii s.'lall be ,n writiag (le~hly 
halidwritkn M t;,·pewritt¢1l), signed by the.;pphcant Nld verme<: (notari:rtd}. and it Ulil! £el for1h in 
cormi!IC form lite 1r.i.wers 10 each llll!'lkabk qu~don. If mr..essa.j', app!ii:ant ,'Jlil.}' firmblt hi5 a:lswer t,,:i a 
pltrtirulHr qllelllimi <,r, the reverse till\" oflhe page ~ron an addi!ion~l pagt,, APP,iom sh111; matan::k11r lo 
wl\\>!h qu,,~fion any nich continued :u-swu refeN. 

Sff\ce e«,:,r)· applit'llOOJ! mu!;! be sworr, lm<kr ~\h, any fQ!se ;!11wwc~1 of a .reterial fa . .,.,: lhe'.'1!!11 
may J.e:M as 11.e bush of pr~ an(! C(IJWiclitm for perjul). l\pplicnrl;. ~hauld, 1h=ore. exeri:l,e 
cue to M.'IUtc< !lat at! an~wen irre lt\lC tt1d ,;crre<:t. 

!fthl! app1:~a6on ia W:en in fonna ffll\l®ri!i, h sh.all i11d1.1de an affldiwlf {atta,;hed 11.1 the Nl<"k cf 
!he I;;inn/ :;.etting :'on.\ ·.flfomurtl/111 which evnblioOO that applio;nt w;r ~ .:ntt>lc lo pey me fee£ ~DC 
t-osU oflhre pm:½:eding_!. Whe!l tht applica(iOI" ls .:ompleted, lb.£.~!lhall be mailed l◊ :ht Clerk t•t 
fourt fo; Ire Coo;-;ty m w~kh me applkan~ wu convicted. 

l 
I 
i 

i 
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5. 

I 7, 

8. 

9. 

(C) 

The date upon which sentence was imposed and the tenns of the sentence: 

~~b«~ ao u c:J~_~!t_o~~--____ / ________________ _ 
(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

Check whether a finding of guilty was made: 

(a) 

(b) 

after a pica of guilty ----i'f .... e=-c~~-----------­
after a plea of not guilty -==::=:::::::_ 

(c) after a pleaofnolo contcndcre----

Did you appeal from the judgment of conviction or the imposition of sentence? 
N!L. 

If you answered "yes" to (7), list: 

{a) the name of each Court !O which you appealed: ~/ A 
i. 

ii. 

iii. z 
(b) the result in each such Court to which you appealed: ,-!/A 
i. 

H. / 

iii. z 
(c) the date of each such result: /JJA 
i, 

ii. 

iii. 

(d) 

i. 

ii. 

iii. 

7 z 
if known, citations of any written opinion or orders cntert:d rurmant to such 

results: 14/A 

7 z 
lfyou answered "no" to (7), state your reasons for not so appealing: 

(a) 9\tJ. {;,,,,_:\t~ 

(b) 

2 

I 
I 
I 
t 
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I 

j 

(c) 

10. State concisely the grounds on which yoo base your allegation that you arc berng held in 

custody unlawfully: 

(a) -:l:'ctCkc ~ ;v, 1➔55 ist-011ce_Q[ Couo,sE I _ 
(b} +o.,- :f..,~\'-1-rlr :ba ft9ft'Y\"f ~lf\Yli~t ~y.1'.t c.0:,e 
(c) ~ M'6 \(..t Y:V\£ f' l£.u =':o MO,.)(,&-..+. tY\ , 

ll. State concisely and in the same order the facts which support each of the grounds set out 

in (10): 

(a) \JaL f\ot.l\~ --~1-..irLhL.h..-w.~li_ ~-~--
(b) lo..-"-t:t ,..,~ \ l C)..'5$ ;a"" -to re pre i Cl"i ~e 
<c) oo P.c. ... L; in l.-ou.r:~--------

12. Prior to this application have you filed with respect to this conviction: ... IA 
(a) any petition in a State Court under South Carolina Law?_~ 

(b) any petition in State or Federal Courts for habeas corpus or post-convictions 

relief? _ NI A 
(c) any petition in the United States Supreme Court for certiorari other than petitions, 

ifan)', already specified in (8)? _.._l"_.,J,..A ........ ____________ _ 
(d) any other petitions, motions or applications in this or any other Court? HfA 

13. If you answered •yes" to any part of ( 12), list with respect to each petition. motion or 

application: NJ/t 
(a) the specific nature thereof: 

i. 

ii. 

iii. 

iv. 

(b) the name and location of the Court in which each was filed: IJJA . 
L 

ii. 

iii. 

iv. 

7 z 
/ 

3 I r 
r 
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i 
' 

14. 

15. 

(c) 

i. 

ii. 

iii. 

iv. 

(d) 

i. 

ii. 

iii. 

iv. 

(e) 

i. 

ii. 

iii. 

iv. 

the disposition thereof: N/A-

7 
the date of ea:i::uch disposition: N/ ff 

_z 
if known, citations of any written opinions or orders entered pursuant to each such 

disposition: tl f ~ 

? 
7 , 

Has any ground set forth in ( I 0) been previously presented to this or any other Court, 

State or Federal, in any pt:lition, motion or application which you have filed? J.l J A-

If you answered "yes•· to (14) identify: ,.qA 
(a) which grounds have been presented: 

i. 

iL 

iii. 

(b) 

i. 

ii. 

iii. 

7 
7 

the proceedings in whic~ch ground was raised: -,J/A 

4 
Revised 3/2003 

l 
f 
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16. If any ground set forth in (I 0) has not previously been presented to any Court, Stale or 

Federal, set forth the ground and stale concisely the reasons why such ground has not 

previously been presented: 

(a) ~, , !) >I"'-¥\ ~\ ... \-T .. ~ <:.hoJ.\~~a;~ 
(b} ~~tc.=:.t. • 1. t'Ct.\l( ~- r ;{jb-t: b'f ~-
(c) Q4' \'.C.. .i,, 

17. Were you represented by an attorney at any time during the course of: 

(a) your arraignme111 and plea? 1,/e_ .S 
(b) your trial, if any?·~----

(c) your sentcncmg'.1 __ .... Yt'-.c....S=------------------
(d) your appeal, if any, from the judgment of conviction or the imposition of 

sentence? ~ .. ,..._A_,__ ___________________ _ 

(e) preparation, presentation or consideration ofany petitions, motions or 

applications with respect to this conviction, which you filed? 

NO 
18. ff you answered "yes" to one or more parts of ( 17), list: 

(a) 

i. 

ii. 

iii. 

(b) 

i. 

ii. 

iii. 

f 
I 

the proceedings at which ench such attorney represented you: 

Plta. .t .j _s.~nf$_LJC_i:Jf-

5 
Revised }/1003 

f 

f 
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19. State clearly the relief you s.:ck in filing this application: 

20. 

_1:e..~llM"'--~i!L .. C. O"Lt: ,t ±~~ -~Y; J~; M:'f 
bc.,..:.~T.a.. ~e+ CA- ~en:1 ence cc c o A ~icl& c..,:t; '°" 
of I~ cc~~ le.S$tt: .St:h+<~tL 

Arc you now under sentence from any other court that you have not challenged? 
_M._O,:__ ______________ _ 

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

Counly of _A_ ...,-~...,f'---"-7-'l"------
VERIFICATION 

..,,,. 
I, ILhLL.,G..n'J 1/r-,na Nc:.'tAG. J~ )'ft'l't; 'being duly sworn 
upon my oath, depose and say that f have subscribed to the foregoing application; that I know the 
content.c; thereof; that it includes every ground known to me for vacating, Sl;.'tting aside or 
correcting the conviction and sentence attacked in this application; and that the matters and 
allegations therein set forth are true. 

SWORN to and subscribed before me this '3c. fli'\ 
day of /\l\,,;sm4"-" . Jotl _ . . 

(L.S.} 

My Commission Expires: _...,./~o~/_g,_(.,_o_l'_f. __ 

Revised 3,'2003 

6 
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APPLICATION TO PROCEED WITHOUT PAYMENT 
OF COSTS AND AFF1DA VIT 

IN SliPPORT THEREOF 

t'hJ [f. r:_ • • • c7 
I, (;(.L1 ?r,l>>-z /Vt'?l·J <'/ ¢~ . .;,1;.c.,. J--,.:l'ff.'11 ,herebyapplyforlcavcto 
proceed in this action without prepayment of fees or costs or security therefor. In support ofmy 
application I declare under penalty of perjury that the following facts are true: 

(I) T am the applicant in this action and I believe I am entitled to redress. 

(21 lkc!lusc of lT1Y pvvcrty I am unable to pay the costs of said pr,icecding or give 
security thereof. 

SWORN or affirmed to and subscribed before me this 
~ day of /)u:.~,.... , ::,.~ ii 

ICY~ -> 
2J Nmwy ~ 

My Commission Expires: 1,J f /40, t 

7 

I 

j 
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, 

<!.J)l/Nry (Jr A, l::eJJ 

-
W1 II 1·af\,1 H. Btatc 

iJS 
AfrJ/ca J· 

TO Atil/3,,tJ[) f~ C. ;?__ 

j-er ~ 17-:2.7-</0 

NO vJ COrt1e,'? t{t?,, c:ibi1,J ,z tUi.litet'I A-1F1c Cl 1114- tM htJ /!UNe ~ 
'·ffu--5 /fzrt1.. r!o1.Jr-l- rn /fte. cibt1 ve. rvt-tf(.ecl Mt:l-f/e,~ /v 
A O O 'Ile- bP /, v./ j r, ,, ,vfr t/ ;,.cl et 71.( Me ,,.ft /t, fl,_ ,,_ 
1n"'"4 5 t10. j a7,u,.,,,,fs s:, f- o,,f' tn ,{:, Ortj1 tt.d 

3/;lt L 4-fi o ~ 

-~ f - It·- t·· I . 'L I I p // /' ·I lJ. :J-uc ?l<, "!' bu" IV (, />t• r ,c TIJ' ( "'"' A'.,,- ' T21' 1f 't" 

/o I fr1,te ,h; ./; , 5u b / t)"'"' t1 1cc I 1;, /4,,~ Wf.,2 of 

0£ lolv J o,,rn/ sjkc f 
~-hl 6 c1 ,~tl ~f /(~ tl/jl{' e. ! t . I . 

f ,z.1 /2, c 4 I -1>c ,/ /4 /ni 

~.-2-
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tt I I~,, rl r.' t1 - de /.,,,44 J ('/2 rt ~;J,e, 1✓ ''( ""- ]~,,.. 

cfrre"'5f I) n <-/4.c /[/urdev-- cp/Ll7e-

( t) Ji(I- !her; L1 
t) vf ff 'i" ( /2, /e t:f /4, / t~ kr",r,, 11Ae o / 

c! ,..,,.c/, l1/l'Y of ~~ {!,-- -r· j,.1( I n ,1, 
1 

. 1 
;J . -- '" ,1✓f(1{A ?rC{i(.pc 'o/ /Nhu,4: eaSR, 

{;,_ ilte 8, I! ,J l)JJ, /4 fl,,: f5du.J 

(!17 I 17/2/u!,on :L /;<./ t/ 5' r:/-e fl1( ;/ f{~ ') /,J /,, 

-e 1-/2 ci,Ve 4 55/ 5 /-zu,.c_,,__ 17/ (t7,,,. s , f 4 '> Jt.u, r,r ,.;h,J 17 

!$Jl'Jf '!ft£_. 6 ~ a~ ;/ It/ 11 rl,,~u f/1/ltA~-f' Js lo 4 ~ ti. s-

tt {AJ;I 5 L~. C1c1,1-;·f rt.rf,·c 1-e_ z S:cc ,5 qx,l I//. Also 

S .e .e. 5 fr,cJ; /a tt 11 ,J it/4:rsl1~yf,,1 !tJ '/ 5 (/ 2.c:, 5-2- _· 
" 

btt1tr/ fttJJ i~r vr1t,.at1 r?t,<J:t. f ;1111. J:N173ar~:-£1-rr~f 

fv1/1Pt-

1· I } ( 
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5 cf- 3 & t. tl h ,l E '1/ /0 ~1 v A I t:i 8 9 5 cf I lo r 

/J/4,c/i I- tJtf5 a/;o t10(- ?t tJ,/1//e_ CJ/ /4-e_, 

:ft1 C' l11, fJ ,J W f /r ivr ,/, ,/ /,, //,,- '>!afe 

lJ, i/, f u I/ e / C uf; ,d;,,)' 4 ,,..J l cl, 1ra 1,/e_ e v, ;J.e nu 
' 

C. . !urn, e./culc(" .- <.r / ,;/4-/, ,,.,e✓( , J t/' h ,( 

(if '?,r, cl C . f nc1 ti,,,, '1" ,, 

/J 
,f,:'{r ✓-. 
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fMO (!_ /1-te/A.__~ c( 10_ c~ ,£_ , { f CA~> lf'i'✓t (~ fu !t,t,J cv lf',/L , 

~1 ;J.,c,o/ iti_ ttk,v.-,_ Yt, c/ lh ft,_ It/fl {!,-, -~;,-,f. 

I<~ rtJupi,, o,,, if.~3o dtt"! ,,/ Mau'1 iZJ '1.e 

,; u, c1 , ;, 1'.c if. s i"la:1 ""'1l. /IX'"}'-r r,,1 _ 
L 1~-z l-i WQrd 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

COUNTY OF AIKEN 

WILLIAM H. BLAKE, #348497, 

Applicant, 

v. 

State of South Carolina, 

Respondent 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 

2012-CP-02-0374 

RETURN 
(Appointment of Counsel Requested) 

The Respondent, making its Return to the application for post-conviction relief (PCR) 

originally filed February 13, 2012 and amended on April 2, 2012, would respectfully show this 

Court: 

I. 

The Applicant is presently confined in the South Carolina Department of Corrections 

pursuant to orders of commitment of the Aiken County Clerk of Court. The Applicant was 

indicted at the November 2011 term of the Aiken County Grand Jury for counts of Voluntary 

Manslaughter (201 l-GS-02-01586) and Anned Robbery (201 l-GS-02-01378). Barry L. 

Thompson, II, Esquire, represented him. On October 24, 2011, the Applicant entered an Alford 

plea as indicted. The Honorable George C. James, Jr. sentenced Applicant to confinement for a 

period of twenty-three (23) years in accordance with plea negotiations between Applicant and 

the State. 

A notice of appeal was filed on November 2, 2011. The appeal was dismissed following 

submission of an Rule 203(d)(l)(B)(iv) Explanation filed by Applicant's counsel, stating that 
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there is no "good faith basis to believe that any issues are properly before the Court of Appeals" 

and that Applicant "did not object to the sentence or file a motion to reconsider the sentence." 

The Remittitur was sent on March 2, 2012. 

Attached herewith and incorporated herein are the records of the Aiken County Clerk of 

Court regarding the subject conviction, the Applicant's records from the South Carolina 

Department of Corrections, and the appellate records. A trial transcript has been ordered and 

will be forwarded upon its arrival to our office. The Respondent reserves the right to amend this 

Return upon receipt of any relevant materials. 

II. 

In his current Application, the Applicant alleges that he is being held in custody 

unlawfully for the following reasons: 

1. Ineffective Assistance of Counsel; 
2. Involuntary Guilty Plea; and 
3. Prosecutorial Misconduct. 

Any claims not specifically enumerated in the PCR application or amendments will be 

opposed by the State at an evidentiary hearing, and the State will seek summary dismissal of 

vague or general claims at an evidentiary hearing. S.C. Code§ 17-27-50. All amendments should 

be made well in advance of an evidentiary hearing by counsel of record. Rule 11, SCRCP. 

III. 

In a post-conviction relief action, the Applicant bears the burden of proving the 

allegations in his application. Butler v. State, 286 S.C. 441, 334 S.E.2d 813 (1985). Where the 

application alleges ineffective assistance of counsel as a ground for relief, the Applicant must 

prove that "counsel's conduct so undermined the proper functioning of the adversarial process 
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that the trial cannot be relied upon as having produced a just result." Strickland v. Washington, 

466 U.S. 668, 104 S.Ct. 2052, 2064, 80 L.Ed.2d 674, 692 (1984); Butler, 334 S.E.2d 813. 

The proper measure of performance is whether the attorney provided representation 

within the range of competence required in criminal cases. The courts presume that counsel 

rendered adequate assistance and made all significant decisions in the exercise of reasonable 

professional judgment. Strickland, 466 U.S. 668. The Applicant must overcome this 

presumption in order to receive relief. Cherry v. State, 300 S.C. 115, 386 S.E.2d 624 (1989). 

The reviewing court applies a two-pronged test in evaluating allegations of ineffective 

assistance of plea counsel. First, the Applicant must prove that counsel's performance was 

deficient. Under this prong, the court measures an attorney's performance by its "reasonableness 

under professional norms." ~;::;.:;:..J..., 300 S.C. at 117, 386 S.E.2d at 625, citing Strickland. 

Second, counsel's deficient performance must have prejudiced the Applicant such that "there is a 

reasonable probability that, but for counsel's unprofessional errors, the result of the proceeding 

would have been different." Cherry. 300 S.C. at 117-18, 386 S.E.2d at 625. 

The Respondent submits that the Applicant cannot satisfy either requirement of the 

Strickland test. However, the allegation of ineffective assistance of counsel probably raises 

questions of fact that the record does not conclusively refute. Accordingly, the Respondent 

requests an evidentiary hearing to fully resolve this issue. See Sharper v. State, 279 S.C. 264, 

305 S.E.2d 24 7 (1983). 

IV. 

The Respondent submits that the Applicant's allegation that his guilty plea was 

involuntary is without merit. In PCR cases, a defendant asserting a constitutional violation must 

frame the issue as one of ineffective assistance of counsel. Al-Shabazz v. State, 338 S.C. 354, 
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527 S.E.2d 742 (1999). A defendant who pleads guilty on the advice of counsel may collaterally 

attack the plea only by showing that ( 1) counsel was ineffective and (2) there is a reasonable 

probability that but for counsel's errors, the defendant would not have pled guilty and would 

have insisted on going to trial. Roscoe v. State, 345 S.C. 16, 546 S.E.2d 417 (2001). A 

defendant alleging that his guilty plea was induced by ineffective assistance of counsel must 

prove that counsel's advice was not "within the competence demanded of attorneys in criminal 

cases." Hill v. Lockhart, 474 U.S. 52, 56, 106 S. Ct 366, 369 (1985). 

Respondent submits that once received, the record will fully support the knowing and 

voluntary nature of the Applicant's plea. However, allegations regarding ineffective assistance of 

counsel and the voluntariness of the plea may raise a question of fact which is not conclusively 

refuted by the record. Accordingly, Respondent requests an evidentiary hearing on this 

allegation. Sharper v. State, 305 S.E.2d 24 7. 

V. 

The Applicant's "Prosecutorial Misconduct" allegation concerns issues that could or 

should have been raised at trial or appeal. Thus, this allegation is not a proper matter for PCR. 

Simmons v. State, 264 S.C. 417, 215 S.E.2d 883 (1975). Respondent requests this Court 

summarily dismiss this claim. 

VI. 

Each and every allegation contained within the application not hereinbefore either 

expressly admitted, qualified or explained is hereby denied. 
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VIL 

WHEREFORE, having made its Return, the State requests that an evidentiary hearing be 

held. 

May 9, 2012 
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Respectfully submitted, 

ALAN WILSON 
Attorney General 

JOHN \V. McINTOSH 
Chief Deputy Attorney General 

SALLEY W. ELLIOTT 
Senior Assistant Deputy Attorney General 

MEGAN HARRIGAN 
Assistant Attorney General 

Office of the Attorney General 
P.O. Box 11549 
Columbia, SC 29211 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

COUNTY OF AIKEN 

WILLIAM H. BLAKE. 348497. 

Applicant, 

vs 

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 

Respondent. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

) 
) 

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 

2012-CP-02-0374 

AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE BY MAIL 

1. I am an employee of the Respondent in the above-captioned action. 

2. Regular communication by mail exists throughout the State of South Carolina and that 
this is a proper circumstance of service by mail. 

3. I have this day served a copy of the Return in the above-captioned matter on the 
following person by depositing same in the United States mail, postage prepaid: 

DA TED this 9th day of May, 2012. 

William H. Blake, #348497 
McCormick Correctional Institution 
386 Redemption Way 
McCormick, SC 29899 

Lauren Meara, Legal Assistant 
For Respondent 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) 
) 

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 
IN THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

COUNTY OF AIKEN ) 
) 
) 

WILLIAM H. BLAKE, #348497, ) 
) 

Applicant, ) 
-v- ) 

) 
State of South Carolina, ) 

) 
Respondent. ) 

2012-CP-02-0374 

AMENDED APPLICATION 
FOR 

POST-CONVICTION RELIEF 

COMES NOW, Defendant William H. Blake, by and through his undersigned attorney, 

pursuant to S.C. Code Ann. § 17-27-70(a), and amends the application originally and timely filed 

February 13, 2012. 

1. Place of Detention: McCormick Correctional Institution 

2. Name and location of Court which imposed sentence: Aiken County General 

Sessions 

3. Name(s) of co-defendant(s) (if any): Christopher Wayne Isom, Amanda Toole, & 

Travis Bibbs 

4. The indictment number or numbers (if known) upon which and the offenses for which 

sentence was imposed: 

(a) 2011-gs-02-1378 Armed Robbery 

(b) 2011-gs-02-1586 Voluntary Manslaughter 

5. The date upon which sentence was imposed and the terms of the sentence: 

(a) October 24, 2011. 23 years concurrent for (a) and (b) above 

6. Check whether a finding of guilty was made: 

(a) After a plea of guilty 

C 0. p y11 li/7/1 
'_,,, •t,./ 

ORIGI L FILED 
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7. Did you appeal from the judgment or the imposition of sentence? yes 

8. If you answered "yes" to (7) list: 

(a) The name of each court to which you appealed: Court of Appeals 

(b) Result: apparently abandoned 

9. If you answered "no" to (7) state your reasons for not so appealing: apparently 

withdrawn 

10. State concisely the grounds on which you base your allegation that you are being 

held in custody unlawfully: 

(a) Ineffective assistance of counsel for failure to properly investigate 

(b) Ineffective assistance of counsel for failing to explain waiving presentment of 

the indictment to the Grand Jury 

(c) Ineffective assistance of counsel for failure to request a continuance and 

challenge the solicitor's authority under Langford 

(d) Plea was involuntary due to the coercion by the Solicitor's office specifically 

Counsel ineffective for failing to object to solicitor's improper vouching of 

potential witnesses against defendant 

11. State concisely and in the same order the facts which support each of the grounds set 

out in (10): (a) will be shown through questioning of counsel in regards to his 

knowledge of the cooperating co-defendant's propensity for truthfulness (b) proof of 

evidence regarding the arrest, indictment, production of discovery and plea time will 

be challenged (c) Threat of solicitor to try the cases out of order to force LWOP, and 

production of discovery 

12. Prior to this application have you filed with respect to this conviction: 
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(a) Any petition in a State Court under South Carolina No 

(b) Any petition in State or Federal Courts for habeas corpus or post-conviction relief 

No 

( c) Any petition in the United States Supreme Court for certiorari other than 

petitions, in any, already specified in (8) No 

13. If you answers "yes" to any part of (12), list with respect to each petition, motion or 

application N/ A 

14. Has any ground set forth in (10) been previously presented to this or any other Court, 

State or Federal, in any petition, motion or application which you have filed: No 

15. If you answered "yes" to (14) identify N/A 

16. If any ground set forth in (10) has not previously been presented to any Court, State 

or Federal, set forth the ground and state concisely the reasons why such ground has 

not previously been presented:Not ripe 

17. Were you represented by an attorney at any time during the course of: 

(a) Your arraignment and plea? Yes 

(b) your trial (if any) NI A 

( c) your sentencing Yes 

( d) your appeal, if any from the judgment of conviction or the imposition of 

sentenceNo 

18. If you answered "yes" to one or more parts of (17) list: 

(a) The name and address of each attorney who represented you 

1. Barry L. Thompson (public defender) 410 Barnwell Ave NW Aiken SC 

(b) The proceedings at which each such attorney represented you: 
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1. Plea and sentencing 

19. State clearly the relief you seek in filing this application: Vacate conviction and 

remand for a new trial. 

20. Are you now under sentence from any other court that you have not challenged: No 

Aiken, South Carolina 
December 1 7, 2012. 

Aimee J. Z oczek, Esq. #77193 
P.O. Box 11961 
Columbia, South Carolina 29211 
(803) 403.1918 (telephone) 
(803) 400.8005 (fax) 
Attorney for Applicant 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I did hereby serve a filed copy of the Amended Application for PCR on Daniel Gourley 
via E-Mail and depositing the same in U.S. Mail on December 17, 2013. 
P.O. Box 11549, Columbia, SC 29211-1549 

63



STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
COUNTY OF AIKEN 

WILLIAM H. BLAKE, #348497, 

Applicant, 

v. 

State of South Carolina, 

Respondent. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 
FOR THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

2012-CP-02-0374 

AMENDED RETURN 

The Respondent, making its Return to the application for post-conviction relief (PCR) 

originally filed February 13, 2012 and amended on April 2, 2012, would respectfully show this 

Court: 

I. 

The Applicant is presently confined in the South Carolina Department of Corrections 

pursuant to orders of commitment of the Aiken County Clerk of Court. The Applicant was 

indicted at the November 2011 term of the Aiken County Grand Armed Robbery (2011-GS-02-

01378). Applicant waived presentment to the November 2011 term of the Aiken County Grand 

Jury for Voluntary Manslaughter. Barry L. Thompson, II, Esquire, represented him. On October 

24, 2011, the Applicant entered an Alford plea as indicted. The Honorable George C. James, Jr., 

sentenced Applicant to confinement for a period of twenty-three (23) years in accordance with 

plea negotiations between Applicant and the State. 

A notice of appeal was filed on November 2, 2011. The appeal was dismissed following 

submission of an Rule 203(d)(l)(B)(iv) Explanation filed by Applicant's counsel, stating that 

there is no "good faith basis to believe that any issues are properly before the Court of Appeals" 
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and that Applicant "did not object to the sentence or file a motion to reconsider the sentence." 

The Remittitur was sent on March 2, 2012. 

Attached herewith and incorporated herein are the records of the Aiken County Clerk of 

Court regarding the subject conviction, the Applicant's records from the South Carolina 

Dep~ent of Corrections, the appellate records and trial transcript. The Respondent reserves 

the right to amend this Return upon receipt of any relevant materials. 

II. 

In his current Application, the Applicant alleges that he is being held m custody 

unlawfully for the following reasons: 

1. Ineffective Assistance of Counsel; 
2. Involuntary Guilty Plea; and 
3. Prosecutorial Misconduct. 

Applicant filed an amended application on December 17, 2013, alleging that he is being 
held in custody unlawfully based on the following grounds: 

1. Ineffective Assistance of Counsel 
a. Failing to properly investigate 
b. Failing to explain waiving presentment of the indictment to the Grand 

Jury 
c. Failing to request a continuance and challenge the solicitor's authority 

under Langford. 
2. Involuntary Guilty Plea 

a. Due to coercion by the Solicitor's office specifically Counsel 
ineffective for failing to object to solicitor's improper vouching of 
potential witnesses against defendant. 

Any claims not specifically enumerated in the PCR application or amendments will be 

opposed by the State at an evidentiary hearing, and the State will seek summary dismissal of 

vague or general claims at an evidentiary hearing. S.C. Code § 17-27-50. All amendments should 

be made well in advance of an evidentiary hearing by counsel of record. Rule 11, SCRCP. 

III. 
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In a post-conviction relief action, the Applicant bears the burden of proving the 

allegations in his application. Butler v. State, 286 S.C. 441, 334 S.E.2d 813 (1985). Where the 

application alleges ineffective assistance of counsel as a ground for relief, the Applicant must 

prove that "counsel's conduct so undermined the proper functioning of the adversarial process 

that the trial cannot be relied upon as having produced a just result." Strickland v. Washington, 

466 U.S. 668, 104 S.Ct. 2052, 2064, 80 L.Ed.2d 674,692 (1984); Butler, 334 S.E.2d 813. 

The proper measure of performance is whether the attorney provided representation 

within the range of competence required in criminal cases. The courts presume that counsel 

rendered adequate assistance and made all significant decisions in the exercise of reasonable 

professional judgment. Strickland, 466 U.S. 668. The Applicant must overcome this 

presumption in order to receive relief. Cherry v. State, 300 S.C. 115,386 S.E.2d 624 (1989). 

The reviewing court applies a two-pronged test in evaluating allegations of ineffective 

assistance of plea counsel. First, the Applicant must prove that counsel's performance was 

deficient. Under this prong, the court measures an attorney' s performance by its 

"reasonableness under professional norms." Cherry .. 300 S.C. at 117, 386 S.E.2d at 625, citing 

Strickland. Second, counsel's deficient performance must have prejudiced the Applicant such 

that "there is a reasonable probability that, but for counsel's unprofessional errors, the result of 

the proceeding would have been different." Cherry .. 300 S.C. at 117-18, 386 S.E.2d at 625. 

The Respondent submits that the Applicant cannot satisfy either requirement of the 

Strickland test. However, the allegation of ineffective assistance of counsel probably raises 

questions of fact that the record does not conclusively refute. Accordingly, the Respondent 

requests an evidentiary hearing to fully resolve this issue. See Sharper v. State, 279 S.C. 264, 

305 S.E.2d 247 (1983). 
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IV. 

The Respondent submits that the Applicant's allegation that his guilty plea was 

involuntary is without merit. In PCR cases, a defendant asserting a constitutional violation must 

frame the issue as one of ineffective assistance of counsel. Al-Shabazz v. State, 338 S.C. 354, 

527 S.E.2d 742 (1999). A defendant who pleads guilty on the advice of counsel may collaterally 

attack the plea only by showing that (1) counsel was ineffective and (2) there is a reasonable 

probability that but for counsel's errors, the defendant would not have pied guilty and would 

have insisted on going to trial. Roscoe v. State, 345 S.C. 16, 546 S.E.2d 417 (2001). A 

defendant alleging that his guilty plea was induced by ineffective assistance of counsel must 

prove that counsel's advice was not "within the competence demanded of attorneys in criminal 

cases." Hill v. Lockhart, 474 U.S. 52, 56, 106 S. Ct. 366, 369 (1985). 

Respondent submits that once received, the record will fully support the knowing and 

voluntary nature of the Applicant's plea. However, allegations regarding ineffective assistance of 

counsel and the voluntariness of the plea may raise a question of fact which is not conclusively 

refuted by the record. Accordingly, Respondent requests an evidentiary hearing on this 

allegation. Shai:per v. State, 305 S.E.2d 247. 

V. 

The Applicant's "Prosecutorial Misconduct" allegation concerns issues that could or 

should have been raised at trial or appeal. Thus, this allegation is not a proper matter for PCR. 

Simmons v. State, 264 S.C. 417, 215 S.E.2d 883 (1975). Respondent requests this Court 

summarily dismiss this claim. 
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VI. 

Each and every allegation contained within the application not hereinbefore either 

expressly admitted, qualified or explained is hereby denied. 

VII. 

WHEREFORE, having made its Return, the State requests that an evidentiary hearing be 

held. 

June 25, 2014 
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Respectfully submitted, 

ALAN WILSON 
Attorney General 

JOHN W. McINTOSH 
Chief Deputy Attorney General 

KAREN C. RATIGAN 
Senior Assistant Deputy Attorney General 

DANIEL GOURLEY 

Office of the Attorney Ge 
P.O. Box 11549 
Columbia, SC 29211 
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ST A TE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

COUNTY OF AIKEN 
IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 

2012-CP-02-0374 

WILLIAM HENRY BLAKE, #348497, 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

Applicant, 

vs AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE BY MAIL 

ST A TE OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 

Respondent. 

I. I am an employee of the Respondent in the above-captioned action. 

2. Regular communication by mail exists throughout the State of South Carolina and that this 
is a proper circumstance of service by mail. 

3. I have this day served a copy of the Amended Return in the above-captioned matter on the 
following person by depositing same in the United States mail , postage prepaid: 

Aimee ,Jemlrzejewski Zmroczek, Esquire 
A.J.Z. Law Firm, LLC. 
PO Box 11961 
Columbia, SC 29211 

DATED this the 25 th day of June, 2014. 

Caroline Kaiser, Legal Assistant 
For Respondent 
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1 STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

2 

3 

COUNTY OF AIKEN 
CIRCUIT COURT 
2012-CP-02-00374 

4 WILLIAM HENRY BLAKE, III, 
Applicant, 

5 

6 
-vs-

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 

TRANSCRIPT OF RECORD 

7 Respondent. 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

BEFORE: 

Post-Conviction Relief Hearing 

Heard on Tuesday, September 8, 2015 

Aiken, South Carolina 

THE HONORABLE EDGAR W. DICKSON 

17 APPEARANCES: 

18 Counsel on Behalf of the Applicant: 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Aimee Zmroczek, Esq. 

Counsel on Behalf of Respondent, State of SC: 
Daniel Gourley, Esq. 

Cheri L. Young, RPR 
Circuit Court Reporter 
Aiken, SC 29803-5232 
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1 

2 

EXAMINATION INDEX 

3 WILLIAM HENRY BLAKE, III 

4 DIRECT BY MS. ZMROCZEK 

5 CROSS BY MR. GOURLEY 

6 REDIRECT BY MS. ZMROCZEK 

7 BARRY L. THOMPSON, II 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

DIRECT BY MR. GOURLEY 

CROSS BY MS. ZMROCZEK 

INDEX 

2 

6 

22 

36 

40 

51 
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3 

1 

2 EXHIBIT INDEX 

3 MAR 

4 Plaintiff Applicant's: 

5 

6 1 Voluntary statement consisting of 22 pgs 12 

7 2 General Sessions packet consisting of 5 pgs 12 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

ON TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2015 AT 12:19 P.M.: 

MR. GOURLEY: This is William Blake versus 

the State of South Carolina, Docket Number 2012-

CP-02-0374. 

He's presently confined in the South Carolina 

Department of Corrections pursuant to orders of 

commitment of the Aiken County Clerk of Court. 

He was indicted at the November 2011 Term of 

the Aiken County Grand Jury for armed robbery and 

volun -- yeah, for armed robbery. He waived 

presentment to the November 2011 Term of the Aiken 

County Grand Jury for voluntary manslaughter. 

Mr. Thompson represented him. 

October 24th, 2011, he entered an Alford plea 

as indicted. The Honorable George C. James, Jr., 

sentenced the Applicant to confinement for a period 

of 23 years in accordance with the plea 

negotiations between the Applicant and the State. 

A timely notice of appeal was filed and the 

appeal was dismissed following a submission on Rule 

203 (d) (1) (d) (4). The application that was filed 

by Applicant's counsel stating that there's no 

good-faith basis to believe that any issues are 

properly before the Court of Appeals. 

In his current application the Applicant 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

alleges he's being held and kept unlawfully for 

ineffective assistance of counsel, involuntary 

guilty plea and prosecutorial misconduct. He filed 

an amended application on December 17th, 2013, 

alleging ineffective assistance of counsel and an 

involuntary guilty plea. 

The State filed its amended return on June 

25th, 2014. He's represented in this matter by 

9 Ms. Zmroczek. 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

THE COURT: Ms. Zmroczek? 

MS. ZMROCZEK: Thank you, Your Honor. 

call William Blake. 

THE COURT: Okay. Mr. Blake. 

We 

WILLIAM HENRY BLAKE, III, having been duly 

sworn, was examined and testified as follows: 

THE COURT: Mr. Blake, if you'd get your 

notes, if you'd come right on up here and get 

comfortable, please, sir. 

THE APPLICANT: Thank you. Appreciate it. 

THE COURT: Get as comfortable as you can, I 

guess is the best way of putting it; right? 

Now state your full name for the record, 

please, sir. 

THE WITNESS: My name is William Henry Blake, 

the Third. 

5 
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WILLIAM HENRY BLAKE III - DIRECT 

THE COURT: All right. Ms. Zmroczek. Your 1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

witness. 

MS. ZMROCZEK: Thank you, Your Honor. 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MS. ZMROCZEK: 

10 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

11 A. 

12 Q. 

13 A. 

14 Q. 

15 A. 

16 Q. 

Mr. Blake, how old are you? 

I'm 28 years old. 

You're 23? 

I'm 28. 

I'm sorry. 28. Where do you live? 

I stay at McCormick Correctional Institution. 

How long have you been at McCormick? 

I have been at McCormick for three years. 

For how long? 

Three years. 

And what is the sentence that you received in 

17 this case? 

18 A. The sentence I received in this case was 23 

19 

20 

years. 

Q. 

21 A. 

22 Q. 

23 A. 

24 Q. 

25 A. 

And there were actually two cases, correct? 

Correct. 

Did you plead under Alford? 

Yes, I did. 

Did you understand what that plea meant? 

I kind of got a good understanding now what 

6 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

WILLIAM HENRY BLAKE III - DIRECT 

does that plea mean; that you're actually, you're 

actually innocent but you're pleading to get the 

benefit of the time, whatever time that they give 

you. 

5 Q. Okay. 

6 A. If I'm correct. 

7 Q. I want to talk about the armed robbery charge 

8 first. 

9 A. All right. 

10 Q. These were two separate incidents, right? 

11 A. Yes, ma'am. 

12 Q. You were charged with the armed robbery first? 

13 A . Yes , ma ' am . 

14 

15 

16 

Q. And what is it with regards to the armed 

robbery that you are asserting that Mr. Thompson did 

not do? 

17 A. He did not do a proper investigation or -- of 

18 

19 

20 

my alibi witness. 

Q. Okay. And, 

alibi witnesses? 

did you give him the names of your 

21 A. Yes, I did. 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Q. 

A. 

And do you know if he spoke with them? 

I have no clue. 

Q. What was your understanding -- when did you 

receive discovery in the armed robbery? 

7 
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WILLIAM HENRY BLAKE III - DIRECT 

1 A. 

2 Q. 

3 A. 

It was in June. Late, the middle of June. 

Before or after you pled? 

Before. 

4 

5 

Q. And was there information in there regarding 

any SLED analysis? 

6 A. 

7 Q. 

8 A. 

9 Q. 

No, it wasn't. 

Have you -- why did that surprise you? 

That it wasn't any SLED evidence. 

Well, what was said? When you pled in front 

10 of the Court and things were put on the record --

11 A. Right. 

12 

13 

Q. what was said to make you think that there 

was SLED evidence that you weren't provided? What 

14 was your understanding? 

15 A. They said that they had a .357 silver-in-

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

color pistol that they had, that they, you know 

what I'm saying, will be able to produce which, you 

know what I'm saying, I told Mr. Barry Thompson, 

you know what I'm saying, to get DNA evidence off 

of it which he never, he never done it. 

Q. And, and you understand that SLED does not 

have any -- nothing was sent to SLED on your armed 

robbery charge? 

A. I never knew anything of it. 

Q. Who did you tell Mr. Thompson your alibi was? 

8 
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WILLIAM HENRY BLAKE III - DIRECT 

1 A. Rebecca Easter. 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

Q. And who was that to you? 

A. That was my girlfriend. 

Q. And when you pled that day, was your case 

being called to trial? Was it your understanding 

you were going to trial that day? 

A. That was the understanding that David Miller 

told the Court that day. 

Q. They told the Court that they were prepared to 

go to trial? 

11 A. Yes, yes. 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

Q. And you had never seen any SLED evidence? 

A. I never seen any SLED evidence. I never 

Barry Thompson failed to inform me of my alibi 

witness of even, that she even gave a statement. 

Q. And you knew that she had talked to the 

police? 

A. I haven't even known she talked to the 

police. 

Q. You know now that she has? 

21 A. Right. If I'm not mistaken was at trial 

22 

23 

transcript page 24 lines 19 through trial 

transcript page 26 line 16. 

24 Q. 

25 A. 

And you mean plea transcript? 

Correct. 

9 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

WILLIAM HENRY BLAKE III - DIRECT 

Q. Okay. And that's where she said that she had 

spoken with the police? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And that was actually in regards to the second 

charge, the second charge you were actually charged 

with murder; correct? 

7 A. 

8 Q. 

Correct. 

And what kind of investigation did you ask 

9 Mr. Thompson to do into that case? 

10 A. Well, for the murder case I asked him to do 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

an investigation on my alibi witnesses, Ms. Tina 

Lutin (phonetically). 

Q. Was that done? 

A. 

Q. 

Th.at was not done. 

What else? Were there videotapes or other 

items of evidence? 

A. It was, it was a videotape of my alleged 

co-defendant was -- that the officer, the 

investigating officer, Mr. Lawrence Williams, took 

him back to the crime scene and reenacted the 

21 murder which I never knew about that. I never knew 

22 

23 

24 

25 

about that. 

I never knew about the SLED evidence that 

they said that they had dealing with the DNA from 

the victim, Markes Griggs, from his shorts or his 

10 
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1 

2 

WILLIAM HENRY BLAKE III - DIRECT 

pants . I never received -- they said they found a 

. 308 casing at the scene which I never was informed 

3 about it. 

4 Really, I was never informed about my Rule 

5 Five, period. 

6 Q. Why did you plead to these cases if you did 

7 not have your discovery? 

8 A. I pled under the advice of counsel because 

9 counsel said, he told me straight up, he said, 

10 look, the -- Mr. Miller said if you, you know what 

11 I'm saying, you're pleading to armed robbery, he 

12 said, you might as well go ahead and plead to 

13 voluntary manslaughter and they're going to run it 

14 concurrent. 

15 But I told him I wasn't -- I told him all the 

16 time I was going to trial. And he told me that 

17 it's -- well, the evidence that I see that it's 

18 more likely for you they're going to find you 

19 guilty. Then you're going to receive a life 

20 sentence. That's what he told me. 

21 Q. Were you under the strike rule at that point 

22 if you had been -- were they going to try these 

23 cases together or separately? 

24 A. They were going to try them separately. 

25 Q. They were going to try the armed robbery 

11 
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WILLIAM HENRY BLAKE III - DIRECT 

1 first? 

2 A. 

3 Q. 

Correct. 

And that would have subjected you to life 

4 without parole? 

5 A. 

6 Q. 

I'm guessing. 

Is that something that you discussed with your 

7 attorney? 

8 A. No, I, haven't. He never informed me of them 

9 giving me life without parole. He never informed 

10 me about the elements of my crime, about anything. 

11 

12 

Q. 

case? 

And when did you receive discovery in that 

13 A. After I sent, was sent to SCDC was when I got 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

that motion of discovery. 

Q. And, Your Honor, I meant to do this earlier 

but she wasn't here. If I could mark two exhibits. 

THE COURT: Okay. 

(Plaintiff's Exhibit No. 1, Voluntary 

Statement consisting of 22 pages, and Plaintiff's 

Exhibit No. 2, General Sessions packet consisting 

of 5 pages, marked for identification.) 

22 BY MS. ZMROCZEK: 

23 Q. You said that you didn't receive the discovery 

24 until after you pled. 

25 A. I was sentenced and went to SCDC. 

12 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

WILLIAM HENRY BLAKE III - DIRECT 

Q. Okay. And I'm going to show you what's been 

marked for identification as Plaintiff's One and Two 

or Applicant 1 s One and Two. Do you recognize those? 

A. That's the victim, Travis Bibbs, that's his 

statement from the night of the shooting. 

Q. So One has to do with, Plaintiff's One has to 

do with evidence that you didn't have from the armed 

robbery? 

9 A. 

10 Q. 

11 A. 

Correct. 

And Two is a police report or a police -­

One of them is the evidence that I didn't 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

receive from the murder charge. 

Q. And that's Plaintiff's Two -- or Respondent's 

Two -- or Applicant's Two? 

A. That's, that's Plaintiff Exhibit One and 

Plaintiff's Exhibit Two. 

Q. Right. 

Mr. Gourley. 

And, Your Honor, I've shown these to 

At this time we would like to move 

these into evidence. And I understand that 

Mr. Gourley has an objection. 

MR. GOURLEY: Yes, Your Honor. They haven't 

been authenticated and some of those statements of 

course are hearsay. It's Applicant's burden of 

proof and they need to bring those witnesses in 

here to testify. 

13 
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To circumvent the rule by just merely 

introducing those statements is inappropriate. 

THE COURT: You don't know where those 

MR. GOURLEY: I don't know where those 

statements came from. I think there's some cell 

phone records but it's kind of a conglomeration of 

different things. 

Again, authentication, hearsay. I mean, it's 

9 kind of a myriad. 

10 MS. ZMROCZEK: And I can lay more of a 

11 foundation. 

12 THE COURT: If you don 1 t mind. Do you have 

13 anybody here to testify about that? 

14 MS. ZMROCZEK: Your Honor, my understanding 

15 is this is the discovery he received from his 

16 attorney. 

17 THE COURT: Well, I think his attorney is 

18 going to take the stand. We can find out then. 

19 MS. ZMROCZEK: Okay. So we'll leave them 

20 marked for now? 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

THE COURT: Yeah. Just leave them marked for 

identification purposes right now. 

MS. ZMROCZEK: Okay. Thank you. 

THE COURT: Okay. 

BY MS. ZMROCZEK: 

14 
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Q. So in addition to not investigating the case, 

what other things are you asserting that 

Mr. Thompson did wrong? 

A. Well, I'm certain that -- could I start from 

the plea transcript? 

Q. Please. Go ahead. 

A. All right. During the plea, during the plea 

transcript the State stated that my co-defendant, 

Christopher Isom, informed law enforcement that he 

was present during the May 23rd, 2011, shooting and 

killing of Markes Griggs. 

Q. And you're talking about the --

13 A. On the murder charge, correct, but counsel 

14 failed to inform me and prejudiced me when he 

15 failed to inform me of the statement of the victim 

16 

17 

18 

19 

Travis Bibbs, the guy that was with the murder 

victim stating the night of the shooting he saw two 

black guys in a lone vehicle. 

Q. 

20 A. 

21 Q. 

And, Mr. Isom, is he black or white? 

He's white. 

Okay. 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A. All right. However, counsel failed to 

properly investigate how my alleged co defendant 

became -- alleged me as his co-defendant in this 

crime. 
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Q. Is it well known that Mr. Isom is a snitch in 

this -- was a snitch in this county for a long time? 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Yes, it is. 

And, he's a white gentleman? 

He 1 s a white male, correct. Also during the 

plea the State stated that they have phone records 

indicating that I called the victim 20 minutes 

before the incident happened. 

page 19 lines 19 through 25. 

See plea transcript 

Q. And you're saying that you were never provided 

with that information? 

A. Correct. Counsel prejudiced me when he 

failed to properly investigate or inform me of 

these phone records, that my phone records did not 

match Mr. Bibbs' phone records. 

Q. And that's part of what's been marked as 

Plaintiff's Exhibit One? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And that you received 

A. The phone records? 

Q. Right. 

A. That was a part of the 

didn't receive until after. 

Q. 

A. 

After? 

Correct. 

those from who? 

Rule Five that I 
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1 Q. 

2 A. 

After you pled? 

Correct. 

3 Q. Okay. And what else? 

4 A. Further doing by the State immediately after 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

the incident they said that Mr. Bibbs was given a 

ride over to my house. 

lines two through 10. 

See plea transcript page 24 

Counsel failed to inform me or properly 

investigate of this written statement of Deputy 

Epperly stating that she had picked Mr. Bibbs after 

the incident. I never knew about that. 

Q. Had you known about that, would you have went 

ahead and pled that day? 

A. No, I wouldn't have pled. If I had known 

about some of the evidence that was presented in 

the Rule Five, I would not have pled. I would have 

proceeded on going to trial. 

Q. How many times did you meet with Mr. Thompson 

before you --

20 A. 

21 Q. 

I met with Mr. Thompson three times. 

What else are you alleging that he failed to 

22 

23 

24 

25 

do? 

A. Also, dealing with the statement of Stephanie 

Epperly, counsel failed to inform me of a statement 

of Jay Wright also stating that he gave Mr. Bibbs a 

17 
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ride after the incident which is also a part of 

that exhibit. 

Also counsel failed to properly investigate 

and inform me of any other alleged witnesses in 

this case as the State's alleged they said they 

had. 

Q. 

See plea transcript pages 27 lines two to 18. 

So there were people that heard multiple shots 

and you didn't know about that until later? 

A. Correct. On exhibit -- on the police 

supplemental report it was stated that after the 

first 9-1-1 call it was a second 9-1-1 call that 

came in stating that two witnesses, a Michael Gaine 

and Kathleen Yunz {phonetically) stating that they 

observed -- they heard two gunshots and observed a 

white four-door vehicle speed away from the crime 

scene and two black males that they could not 

identify walking away from the crime scene. 

Q. And Mr. Isom and Ms. White? 

19 A. 

20 Q. 

Correct. 

And what else? 

21 A. All right. Nor was any of these other 

22 witnesses' statements in my Rule Five which the 

23 State alleged that they said they had. 

24 Further, during my guilty plea, the State 

25 stated that the gunshot residue from my 

18 
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girlfriend's vehicle came back positive for ground 

lead particles. See plea transcript page 23 line 

17 to 24. 

Q. And to this day have you ever been provided 

5 with any gunshot residue tests? 

6 A. It was a residue test that came in with the 

7 Rule Five for my murder. 

8 Q. After you pled? 

9 A. Yes, but, you know what I'm saying, I 

10 don't counsel failed to inform me that this test 

11 was even properly investigated or inconclusive. It 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

was no expert witness to this fact. 

Q. Were there any investigators or were any 

expert witnesses hired? 

A. There was no expert witnesses hired. 

Q. And what else? 

17 A. Further, during the plea, the State stated 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

that it was a .303 caliber bullet and shell casing 

found involved in these murders. See trial 

transcript -- plea transcript page 18 lines two 

through 17. 

Q. And how would that have made difference? Why 

23 was that important to you? 

24 A. All right. Because counsel failed to inform 

25 me that the investigator, the police officers found 
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a .308 shell casing that was found at the scene of 

this crime. I was never informed of this. 

Q. Okay. 

A. Also, also, there was a -- I was never 

informed counsel never properly investigated or 

informed me about a .303 casing that was allegedly 

found at my girlfriend's -- my -- at my friend's 

girlfriend's house. And that's also a part of the 

exhibit. 

Q. Okay. Did you ever get to listen to 

Mr. Isom•s interviews? 

A. I haven't -- I haven't even know that it was 

any kind of statements or anything involved in this 

case. 

Q. And did you get to see any videotapes of the 

incident? It's my understanding that there was a 

that this happened at the corner where there were 

stores that had videotapes. Correct? 

19 A. 

20 Q. 

Correct. 

And did you ever get to see those? 

21 A. I haven't even -- I really haven't even had 

22 any knowledge of it. 

23 Q. Okay. And what else are you alleging that 

24 Mr. Thompson did wrong? 

25 A. Like I say, since I got my Rule Five after I 

20 
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1 was reading over it, I seen that the State spoke of 

2 

3 

4 

5 

4 8 pages of Facebook documents, DNA reports, . 3 08 

casings. That was not in my Rule Five. 

Q. And those all had to deal with the murder; 

correct? 

6 A. 

7 Q. 

Correct. 

And what about with regards to the armed 

8 robbery? 

9 A. To the armed robbery, it was -- like I said, 

10 it was just the gun. They said they had the gun 

11 which 

12 Q. They never produced? 

13 A. -- they never produced. I never was 

14 informed. 

15 Q. And then your alibi? 

16 A. My alibi, Rebecca Easter. 

Okay. 17 Q. 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A. She'd written a statement to this fact which 

it should be in your exhibit. 

Q. And, is there anything else that you want the 

Court to know about why you were -- why you felt 

like Mr. Thompson fell below his duties in 

representing you? 

A. He just failed to properly investigate, you 

know what I'm saying, just my case. He never 
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talked to me about any kind of line of defense. ' 

Q. And had he done that, would you have taken 

both of these cases to trial? 

4 A. I would have tooken {sic} both of these cases 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

to trial because I had a substantial defense. 

Q. Okay. 

MS. ZMROCZEK: Please answer any questions 

that Mr. Gourley may have for you. 

THE COURT: Mr. Gourley? 

MR. GOURLEY: Thank you, Judge. 

CROSS-EXAMINATION. 

BY MR. GOURLEY: 

Q. Mr. Blake, you had a -- didn't -- wasn't 

satisfied with Mr. Thompson's representation? 

15 A. 

16 Q. 

Correct. I wasn't. 

And when did you become not satisfied with his 

17 representation? 

18 A. The day of court. The judge -- if I'm not 

19 mistaken, the judge asked Mr. Barry Thompson why 

20 was I kind of hesitating, that I was being -- the 

21 judge also asked Barry Thompson why would I be --

22 hesitate to -- to see if was he 100 percent 

23 satisfied. And he explained to the Court that he 

24 could not come up with a substantial defense, 

25 mitigating evidence in this case. 
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1 Q. Uh-huh. 

2 A. So, you know what I'm saying, I wouldn't say 

3 nothing because he told me: This is an Alford 

4 plea; go along with it; this is for you to get 

5 this time and to get this deal, go along with it. 

6 Q. So you pled guilty to get the deal? 

7 A. 

8 Q. 

9 A. 

Huh? No, I didn't. No, I haven't. 

Why did you plead guilty? 

I pled guilty on advice of counsel. 

Okay. And what was that? 10 Q. 

11 A. Counsel told me, you don't have a defense. 

12 You don't have, you know what I'm saying, if you go 

13 to trial on these charges you're going to get life 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

in prison. 

Q. Okay. Well, going back to Mr. Thompson's 

representation and your satisfaction, did you not 

tell the judge that Mr. Thompson had done everything 

that he could do? 

A. Yes. And he asked me again if I'm not 

mistaken on -- I don't have a transcript in front 

of me, but he asked me again and I told him no. 

Q. Okay. And it says -- he asked you: Is he 

forcing you to plead guilty and you told the judge 

24 no? 

25 A. No. Right. 

23 

92



1 

2 

3 

4 

s 

6 

7 

WILLIAM HENRY BLAKE III - CROSS 

Q. And he asked you: Is anybody forcing you to 

plead guilty and you said no. Right? 

A. Right. 

Q. Okay. And he asked you: Have you had enough 

time to make up your mind and you said yes. Right? 

A. But at that time -- at that time I was not 

I was not aware of anything, anything that, you 

8 know what I 1 m saying, he didn't go over anything 

9 with me, even asked me stand up and plead guilty. 

10 Q. Okay. And that was your alibi witnesses? 

11 A. My alibi witnesses. And also identifying the 

12 

13 

14 

15 

evidence identify certain evidence in this case. 

Q. Okay. The fact that your co-defendant is 

white and the victim's -- witnesses of the crime are 

saying it was two black males; correct? 

Correct. 16 A. 

17 Q. The phone records that they said that you 

18 called the victim right before. 

19 A. Correct. That's -- the State alleged, they 

20 said they had. 

21 Q. Okay. So, all of that. So you're saying you 

22 did not call the victim right before the crime 

23 occurred? 

24 A. I was not even at the crime. I was not even 

25 there. I told them that. 

24 
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Q. Why did you need victim statements and 1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

everything like that to tell you that you weren't 

there when you knew 

A. Why do I need victim statements? This is 

part of the Rule Five that's against me. 

Q. I understand. 

7 A. I have an alibi witness on that charge. 

8 Q. But you're claiming that you didn't know about 

9 any of this but you do know about all that; right? 

10 A. I knew about it after I got my Rule Five, 

11 after I was convicted and sentenced to SCDC. 

12 Q. Okay. But you're saying you didn't know that 

13 you didn't call the victim before you pled guilty 

14 and got your Rule Five? 

15 A. 

16 Q. 

17 A. 

18 

19 

20 

have 

there. 

Q. 

I didn't know that I called the victim? 

Yes. 

How can I call the victim when I'm -- I don't 

I'm not a part of the crime. I wasn't 

Okay. So, again, you're saying that you got 

21 your Rule Five. The phone records show you that you 

22 did not call the victim but you already knew that 

23 didn't call the victim; right? 

24 A. I knew this. 

25 Q. Okay. 

25 
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1 A. You know what I'm saying, but at the time I 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

had a whole different phone. That phone record 

that they have was from a phone that they found 

inside the vehicle that, when they seized it, 

searched it. 

Q. Okay. But --

7 A. 

8 Q. 

That wasn't even my phone records. If you 

But what I'm getting at, Mr. Blake, is you 

9 know you didn't call the victim; right? 

10 A. 

11 Q. 

Yes. 

Okay. And you knew that you didn't call the 

12 victim before you pled guilty; correct? 

13 A. I knew that I wasn't there. 

14 Q. Okay. 

15 A. And my lawyer, Mr. Barry Thompson, I told him 

16 this. So if I told him this, I had a defense that 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

I wasn't there. 

Q. Okay. You knew your alibis were present for 

the trial; right? 

A. How could they be present when they didn't 

investigate it? 

Q. Are they here today? 

23 A. I have -- I have statements. 

24 

25 

Q. 

today? 

Okay. But are your alibi witnesses here 

26 
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1 A. No, they're not. 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

Q. No, they're not. Okay. Are there any expert 

witnesses here today to talk about any of the SLED 

stuff or the GSR or anything like that? 

A. No. And at the same time, you know what I'm 

saying, my counsel failed to serve me with them 

evidence because I've written statements -- I've 

written her letters saying that I need expert 

witnesses and everything and she failed to get the 

evidence. 

Q. Okay. Going back to your armed robbery you 

got -- allegedly had two co-defendants; correct? 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

as 

A. 

Q. 

Correct. 

According to the State? 

Correct. 

Okay. And those two co defendants tagged you 

part of this armed robbery; right? 

Correct. 

Okay. And then your girlfriend stated that 

20 she found a silver-handled gun underneath your 

21 mattress? 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A. Correct. 

Q. And then this Christopher Isom who was also a 

co-defendant in the armed robbery tagged you for the 

murder; correct? 
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1 A. Correct. 

Q. Okay. And then there was also a .303 rifle 2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

that you had wrapped up in a plastic bag and buried 

in your family's front yard, correct? 

A. No. 

Q. Okay. Well the State alleged that, right, 

7 during your plea? 

8 A. 

9 Q. 

Correct. 

They also alleged that rifle was then 

10 dismantled by some of your people and thrown in the 

11 Savannah River; right? 

12 A. 

13 Q. 

14 

Correct. That's what they allege. 

Okay. 

MR. GOURLEY: Beg the Court's indulgence, 

15 Your Honor. 

16 

17 

THE COURT: 

(Pause.) 

Take your time. 

18 BY MR. GOURLEY: 

19 Q. 

20 A. 

How many times did you meet with Mr. Thompson? 

Three times. 

21 

22 

Q. And y'all didn't go over any discovery during 

those three meetings? 

23 A. 

24 Q. 

25 A. 

None. 

Did y'all go over any defenses? 

None. 
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Q. Did you give him any leads or witnesses 

outside of your two alibi witnesses? 

A. 

Q. 

None, except for my alibi witnesses. 

All right. Do you recall waiving your 

constitutional rights during your plea? 

A. Right. Well, he never explained to me about 

waiver and presentment to these charges. 

Q. The Court did though during your plea; right? 

A. 

10 Q. 

11 A. 

12 Q. 

Yeah, the Court did. 

Okay. 

But he didn't. 

And you indicated that you understood what the 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

Court was saying? 

A. 

Q. 

now? 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. 

Okay. 

Huh? 

Are you saying you did not understand 

Are you saying you didn't understand? 

19 A. At the time I didn't understand. I didn't 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

have a full understanding of what --

Okay. Q. 

A. -- what was waiving presentment, 

constitutional rights that I was giving up at the 

time. 

Q. Okay. But once, once the judge advised you 
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1 you kind of comprehended what was going on? 

2 A. I tried to. 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

Q. I gotcha. And, again, do you recall telling 

the plea judge that you were satisfied with your 

attorney; 

A. No, 

right? 

I didn't. 

Q. Okay. On page 

line 14. 

He asked me and I told him no. 

well, Your Honor, page 10 

Do you recall telling the judge that no one 

10 was promising you or threatening you; right? 

11 A. 

12 Q. 

Right. 

And do you recall telling the plea judge that 

13 you wanted to plead under North Carolina v. Alford; 

14 right? 

15 A. I never told him that. Mr. Barry Thompson 

16 told him that. 

17 Q. Okay. So, again, you're claiming here today 

18 that Mr. Thompson just did not fully investigate 

19 your case? 

20 A. 

21 Q. 

He did not fully investigate my case. 

Okay. And that includes failing to provide 

22 you with the Rule Five in a timely fashion? 

23 A. That's failing to provide me with my Rule 

24 Five and Brady. 

25 Q. And failing to look into your alibis? 
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1 A. Correct. 

2 Q. Okay. And failing to hire an expert witness 

3 to look into GSR? 

4 A. Correct. 

5 Q. And that's it? 

A. No. I have another issue dealing with due 6 

7 

8 

process and Brady violation. 

Q. Okay. 

9 A. 

10 Q. 

Dealing with my 14th Amendment. 

Okay. Go ahead. 

11 A. Dealing with my Brady violation, the State, 

12 the prosecutor, Mr. David Miller, deliberately 

13 withheld police investigator supplementary report 

14 from me which held express exculpatory, credible 

15 impeaching evidence. 

16 Q. Okay. And they withheld it from you? 

17 A. 

18 Q. 

19 A. 

They withheld it from -- yes, correct. 

And when did you get that? 

My PCR attorney subpoenaed it, I guess, in 

20 the middle of, what, May. 

21 MS. ZMROCZEK: I'm sorry. I'll get it to 

22 you. 

23 BY MR. GOURLEY: 

24 Q. 

25 A. 

All right. Okay. What else? 

Yeah, you know what I'm saying, she ended up 
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giving that to me. It wasn't -- it didn't come a 

part with the Rule Five. 

Q. Okay. 

A. 

there. 

Q. 

A. 

Once I got it and looked at it, it wasn't 

Okay. 

But, dealing with this, this Brady this 

police investigator supplementary report my 

exculpatory evidence, it was a text message that 

was sent from a Chastity Astonwald nine days after 

the incident to a David Watson. 

Q. 

A. 

Slow down for me; okay? 

Okay. All right. Exculpatory evidence. 

14 Number one, it was a text message from a Chastity 

15 Ashtonwald. She sent it nine days after the 

16 incident happened to a David Watson cell phone 

17 stating that she had shot somebody. That's also a 

18 part of my exhibit. 

19 Q. Okay. 

20 A. This is exculpatory evidence because it 

21 potentially shows that someone else committed this 

22 crime, in a third-party guilt. This is also 

23 impeachable evidence because it would have been 

24 used to impeach the State's witness, Christopher 

25 Isom, also excluded him from being present at the 
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scene, excluded him from being accessory after the 

fact and alleged co-defendant. 

3 Q. Okay. 

Number two. 4 A. It was a photographic lineup 

5 that was shown of me to the victim, Travis Bibbs, 

6 by investigator Lawrence Williams not IDing me as 

7 being the suspect of the shooting. When 

8 Investigator Wiggins said that I was ID'd as being 

9 

10 

the shooter, Travis Bibbs, the victim, said: 

wasn't Will, I know Will. 

It 

11 Q. Okay. 

12 A. This is exculpatory evidence because it shows 

13 that I was not ID'd as being the shooter by the 

14 victim, Travis Bibbs. It's also impeachable 

15 evidence as well because it could have impeached 

16 the State's witness, Christopher Isom, that I was 

17 present and involved at the scene of this crime. 

18 Q. 

19 A. 

Okay. 

Also it was favorable evidence, number three, 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

it was a second 9-1-1 call from the night of the 

the shooting that two witnesses Michael, Michael 

Gaine and Carrie Lee Lewis, stating that they heard 

two gunshots and a white four-door car speed off 

and two black males running which the suspects they 

described as being 5-10 in height, one had dreads 
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1 along with broad shoulders and a gut. 

2 Q. 

3 A. 

4 Q. 

Okay. 

And that's also part of my exhibits. 

All right. And let me ask you real quick. 

5 You got all of this information from Mr. Thompson 

6 after you pled guilty? 

7 A. No, I got all of this information from Ms., 

8 uh 

9 Q. 

10 A. 

Zmroczek? 

Correct. 

Go ahead. 11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Q. Thank you. 

A. Also, this is favorable evidence because 

these two witnesses would have been called to 

testify on my behalf to see what car they seen and 

the two black males they seen running from this 

crime scene. This is also impeachment because it 

would have impeached the State's witness 

Christopher Isom that my girlfriend's burgundy 

vehicle was involved in this crime as the State 

alleged. 

Number four. It was an informant that lives 

in Aiken County who gave Investigator Langford of 

the Richmond County Sheriff's Office information 

that on the night of Griggs' murder a white male 

named Travis Moore was with him and Moore got away. 
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1 

2 Q. 

3 A. 

That's also in the exhibits. 

All right. 

This is favorable because it shows 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

third-party guilt that someone else was present at 

the scene of the crime that could have committed 

this crime. It's also impeachable because of the 

(inaudible) the State's witness that I wasn't 

present. 

Q. All right. 

10 A. Which if I had all of these facts it would 

11 have aided me in my defense for me not to plead 

12 guilty and proceed on going to trial. 

13 Q. So why did you end up pleading guilty then 

14 that day? 

15 A. On advice of counsel. 

16 Q. Okay. But it was ultimately your decision; 

17 right? 

18 A. Really counsel is -- he's representing me. 

19 Q. Uh-huh. 

20 A. So if he's representing me he, you know what 

21 I'm saying, he should be competent to say, well, 

22 look, this is my client, you know what I'm saying, 

23 you shouldn't plead guilty to these charges because 

24 I haven't went over -- I haven't fully investigated 

25 the case to make you go in and plead guilty. He 
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1 just ran me in and made me plead guilty. 

2 Q. 

3 A. 

Okay. He forced you to plead guilty? 

He forced me to plead guilty, you know what 

4 I'm saying, because I had no defense. 

5 Q. Okay. So when you told the judge that no one 

6 was forcing you to plead guilty, you were lying? 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

A. Yes, I was. 

Q. And all right. 

MR. GOURLEY: I don't have any other 

questions. Thank you, Mr. Blake. 

THE COURT: Anything on Redirect? 

MS. ZMROCZEK: Just briefly, Your Honor. 

REDIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MS. ZMROCZEK: 

Q. You told the judge that you -- no one was 

forcing you, but did you feel forced? 

A. I felt forced. 

Q. Because what you were told was the sentence 

you would receive? 

20 A. I was told that I was going to receive a life 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

sentence if I went to trial. 

Q. And, Your Honor, I just ask that the Court 

turn to page six. The Court initially -- in the 

plea transcript. The Court initially asked you if 

you were satisfied with your attorney and you said 
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1 no; correct? 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

A. Correct. And he asked Barry Thompson, would 

you feel comfortable in telling him why would I -­

why would I -- that I didn't feel comfortable with 

being him -- being 100 percent with counsel. And 

Barry Thompson went in and told him the details 

that, you know what I'm saying, about, Your Honor, 

will you -- today we're under Alford, Alford versus 

North Carolina and we haven't come up with a bunch 

of substantial evidence in this case and --

11 Q. Okay. Let me ask you this: Do you remember 

12 

13 

when you were arrested? 

A. On the armed robbery? 

14 Q. 

15 A. 

16 Q. 

17 A. 

Right. 

Correct. 

I mean, do you remember the date? Was it --

June, June 12th. It was, like, June 11 at 

18 12-something at night. 

19 Q. 

20 A. 

21 Q. 

22 A. 

23 Q. 

So June 12, 2011? 

Right. 

And you were arrested for armed robbery? 

Correct. 

And were you arrested before or after that for 

24 the murder? 

25 A. After. 
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Q. But the incident actually occurred before 

that, right? 

A. The so-called murder incident they say 

happened on May 23rd, 2011. 

Q. 

A. 

And you were indicted on these in --

September. They served me warrants in 

September. 

Q. Okay. They served the warrants in September 

and then you were indicted on October 17th, 2011, 

for the armed robbery? 

A. 

Q. 

Correct. 

And, you told Mr. Thompson -- when you said 

you went over -- did you go over discovery with him 

before this date? 

A. No. 

Q. Okay. 

17 A. The only thing that he told me was he kept 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

going back and forth to the solicitor, talking to 

the solicitor and coming back and telling me what 

the solicitor was telling me. He was never -- he 

never showed me any evidence, my Rule Five or none 

of that. 

Q. And I know that you have been asking for 

expert witnesses. You understand that there has to 

be actual evidence to be tested for there to be 
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expert witnesses; right? 

A. Well, I never know that. It wasn't any 

actual evidence in my case. 

Q. Okay. So that's what you understand now. 

reason that there's no expert witness here is 

because --

A. Right. Correct. 

8 Q. -- there's no actual 

I never knew that. 9 A. 

The 

10 

11 

12 

13 

Q. I knew you didn't know that but I just wanted 

to be clear. You repeatedly asked me to do that. 

A. 

Q. 

14 no 

15 A. 

Yeah, correct. 

And I repeatedly showed you that there was 

Yeah, correct. 

16 Q. Okay. And it was your understanding that if 

17 you did not plead that day that they were calling 

18 your cases to trial that week? 

19 A. That's what they said. That's what David 

20 Miller said anyway. 

21 Q. 

22 A. 

23 

24 

And is that why you felt forced? 

Yes. 

MS. ZMROCZEK: Okay. Thank you. 

MR. GOURLEY: Judge, I don't have anything 

25 further. 
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THE COURT: All right. You may step down. 

Thank you, sir. 

MS. ZMROCZEK: Your Honor, at this time those 

are all the witnesses that we would have. 

5 THE COURT: And that concludes the 

6 Applicant's case? 

7 

8 

9 

10 

MS. ZMROCZEK: (Nods head.) 

THE COURT: Okay. Any witnesses on behalf of 

the State? 

MR. GOURLEY: Yes, Your Honor. We call 

11 Mr. Thompson, please. 

12 BARRY L. THOMPSON, II, having been duly 

13 sworn, was examined and testified as follows: 

14 THE CLERK: Please have a seat and state your 

15 name for the record. 

THE WITNESS: Barry L. Thompson the Second. 

THE COURT: Your witness. 

MR. GOURLEY: Thank you, Judge. 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

BY MR. GOURLEY: 

Q. Mr. Thompson, how long have you been 

22 practicing law? 

23 A. Since 2004. 

24 Q. 

25 A. 

All right. Were you appointed in this case? 

I was. 
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1 Q. All right. And how many times did you meet 

2 with Mr. Blake before his guilty plea, roughly? 

3 A. At least, at least four times at the jail and 

4 

5 

then we also met at the Aiken County Sheriff's 

Office. 

6 Q. 

7 A. 

Okay. 

We had a long -- in addition to, in addition 

8 to seeing him at the jail, he was also somebody who 

9 as a part of trying to work out a plea arrangement 

10 he agreed to try to give some testimony to the 

11 sheriff's department and so we met at the sheriff's 

12 department as well. 

13 Q. Okay. Did you file Rule Five and Brady 

14 motions on his behalf? 

I did. 15 A. 

16 Q. And did you have the opportunity to review 

17 discovery with Mr. Blake? 

18 A. 

19 Q. 

I did. 

How many times did y'all meet to go over 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

discovery? 

A. At least, at least twice. 

Q. Okay. 

A. I don't just go down to the jail to just to 

kind of hang out --

Q. Right. 
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1 A. -- with people. Most of time, you know, when 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

I go it's because I've got some type of updated in 

the case or some type of material that I need to 

talk to them about. 

Q. Did you provide him a copy of the Rule Five 

and Brady material? 

7 A. 

8 Q. 

I did. 

Did you do that before his plea or after his 

9 plea? 

10 A. 

11 Q. 

Before. 

Okay. 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A. The thing of it is, I think this whole case 

and some of, some of his frustration is because of 

a lack of context. 

Q. Uh-huh. 

A. This the case that we were getting ready 

to try was the armed robbery case. And we had the 

discovery in the armed robbery case in plenty of 

time. We talked about the armed robbery case, I 

went and s·poke with his alibi witnesses. I sat 

down for half a day with his girlfriend in my 

office discussing all kinds of time line data with 

her. 

And he also had, 

his child that we were 

like, there was a picture of 

trying to place in time to 
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try to see if we could use that as some exculpatory 

alibi-type of material. 

But ultimately we were not going to have any 

type of legitimate defense to the armed robbery 

case. The facts in the armed robbery case were the 

victim is Joseph Holland. There's -- William was 

in the car. Christopher Isom was in the car and a 

lady named Amanda Toole was in the car and 

everybody in the car was going to be, except for 

William was going to be a witness against William 

to say that William arm robbed Mr. Holland. 

So we were about to be called for an armed 

robbery case for which we did not have a viable 

defense. 

At the same time Mr. Blake had also been 

charged with murder. And before the armed robbery 

case went to trial I got a plea offer on the armed 

robbery case. And the plea offer was if instead of 

going to trial, a trial which we were probably 

going to lose, if instead of going to trial if he 

were to plead guilty to the armed robbery that the 

State would allow him to, instead of having to be 

tried for murder they would allow him to plead 

guilty to voluntary manslaughter and that they 

would recommend concurrent time. 
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So you essentially had an offer for the 

murder charge that would completely have taken any 

possible penalty that you would have paid for the 

murder charge off the table and everything that 

and voluntary manslaughter is one to 30. Armed 

robbery is 10 to 30. Concurrent what you 1 re 

looking at is you would not spend a second longer 

of your life on a concurrent voluntary manslaughter 

charge than you would with just pleading to the 

armed robbery or being found guilty of the armed 

robbery charge. 

Mr. Blake did not want to plead guilty in the 

regular style. He wanted to plead -- he wanted to 

take the offer but he didn't want to say he was 

guilty. I had to go back in the back and talk to 

16 the judge about whether or not he would accept an 

17 Alford plea. And as you probably know and as I 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

discussed with Mr. Blake for a long time back in 

lockup, an Alford plea you have to be offered 

you have to believe that there's evidence to 

sustain your guilt if you were to go to trial and 

you have to be given a substantial benefit for 

making the plea. 

And the plea offer that we got was a very, 

very substantial benefit. We were given a lot of 
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the discovery in the murder case close to the time 

that we actually went to trial. And that part is 

true. That part of what he said is true; that we 

were getting discovery in the murder case very 

close to the time that he was going to have to 

either go to trial or plead guilty to the armed 

robbery. 

But, to take that out of context would be a 

9 mistake in that essentially all of the, the murder 

10 slash voluntary manslaughter is subsumed underneath 

11 the armed robbery case because if you can't beat 

12 the armed robbery case you're about to go to prison 

13 on armed robbery and you're not even going to get 

14 any credit for any time served on the murder 

15 charge. 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

So, that's -- that's what actually happened 

in this case. We very, very thoroughly discussed 

the armed robbery case and we were going to -- if 

we had gone to trial on that case we would have 

very likely lost. 

Q. So you represented Mr. Blake on the murder 

charge as well? 

23 A. Correct. 

24 Q. Was your investigation complete on the murder 

25 case by the time he pled guilty? 
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1 A. No, it wasn't. 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Q. And it 1 s very possible that you could have 

received additional discovery materials or something 

like that from the State as time went on? 

A. Sure, it's possible. 

Q. And did you advise Mr. Blake that your 

investigation on the murder case hadn't been 

completed yet? 

A. Yes. I told him it hadn't been finished yet 

but that as this stuff started coming in that there 

was a substantial amount of evidence that indicated 

his guilt. 

You know, this thing he was talking about 

Mr. Bibbs said there may have been somebody else. 

Yeah, initially that was true but the facts around 

the murder case are there -- the State was going to 

try to show that -- that the victim actually was 

kind of set up by Mr. Bibbs and that Mr. Bibbs was 

actually part of the group with Mr. Blake and 

Mr. Isom that was trying to kind of get back at 

this guy. 

Q. Okay. 

A. There was a substantial amount of evidence 

though even with discovery being incomplete that 

would have shown he was very likely to have been 

46 

115



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

BARRY L THOMPSON, II - DIRECT 

convicted if we were to go to trial on that. 

Q. On the murder charge? 

A. Correct. And almost certainly would have 

been convicted on the armed robbery charge. 

The gun that his talking about was given the 

police by his girlfriend from their home. 

Q. And that was a pistol? 

8 A. 

9 Q. 

Correct. 

And what was the pistol, how was that related 

10 to the charge? 

11 A. They -- the pistol was allegedly the pistol 

12 that Mr. Blake used to commit the armed robbery. 

13 Q. Did you have an opportunity to discuss 

14 Mr. Blake's version of events? 

15 A. Yes. 

16 Q. And do you recall what those were? 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

A. Mr. Blake essentially said that none of this 

happened and that all these people are lying. 

Q. Okay. And did you talk about any possible 

defenses outside the alibi? 

A. There weren't any facts to support any other 

defenses. 

23 Q. Okay. 

24 A. There weren't any facts, after I investigated 

25 it, to support an alibi. There weren't any 
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forensic facts to support anything other than this 

crime happened. I mean, you've been doing this 

long endugh that you know that defenses have to 

either, A, your client -- that the crime never 

happened. Well, there's substantial evidence the 

crime happened. B, that your client didn't do it. 

Well, there's substantial evidence being 

testimony of three other people in the car that he 

did it. And, C, that he had some kind of privilege 

to do it and there weren't any facts that would 

indicate any kind of privilege. 

Q. Okay. Did you have an opportunity to talk 

about waiving presentment on the manslaughter charge 

with Mr. Blake? 

A. Yeah. Yes. The -- before anybody does a 

16 plea, I'm sure you've seen these about a thousand 

17 times but there's a thing called sentence sheet. 

18 And before, before the judge hears any kind of 

19 matter or plea before him, you have to go to the 

20 client and sit down with the client and you have to 

21 fill out this sentence sheet because unless you 

22 fill out this sentence sheet the case doesn't even 

23 get put kind of in the line to get handed up to the 

24 judge for the judge to even hear it. 

25 Q. Right. 
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1 A. And so, yes, we sit down and one of the 

2 things on the sentence sheet is unless something's 

3 already indicted you discuss a waiver of 

4 presentment. 

5 Q. 

6 A. 

Okay. 

Now if it's indicted already then you don't. 

7 There's no need to discuss it because it's a moot 

8 point, but 

9 Q. Whose decision was it to plead guilty? 

10 A. It was Mr. Blake's. I don't ever tell 

11 anybody that they have to plead guilty. There's no 

12 financial incentive for me, for them to plead 

13 guilty or not guilty. It doesn't -- my job does 

14 not change regardless of whether they plead guilty 

15 or they go to trial. 

16 Q. Okay. And, again, you were prepared to go to 

17 trial. You had investigated on the armed robbery. 

18 It had been called that day; correct? 

19 A. I was prepared to go to trial on the armed 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

robbery at that time. It would not have gone real 

well, but I was prepared to go to trial on the 

armed robbery. I was not prepared to go to trial 

on the murder case but that wasn't the case that 

was before the Court at that time. That wasn't at 

issue. We essentially --
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Q. Okay. 

A. -- the voluntary manslaughter got kind of 

thrown in as a package deal if he decided to plead 

to the armed robbery charge which he did. 

Q. Had the murder charge ever been noticed for 

trial at any point in time? 

A. 

Q. 

No, it had not. 

Do you have any expectation of when it would 

have been called for trial? 

A. 

Q. 

No clue. 

Okay. It wasn't like the next week or the 

following month or anything like that? 

A. 

Q. 

No, sir. No, sir. 

So there was still ample time had Mr. Blake 

not decided to plead guilty for you to investigate 

the murder case? 

A. Sure. There's a huge downside in that if you 

go to trial on armed robbery, or if you plead 

guilty on armed robbery, and you get convicted, you 

stop getting any kind of credit for any time 

served. 

Q. 

A. 

Right. 

So, I mean, there's an incentive to go ahead 

and make a decision. 

Q. Uh-huh. 

so 
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A. But, but, no, the murder case was not, was 

not on the time horizon for it to go to trial. 

Q. And again you explained to Mr. Blake that you 

had not fully investigated the murder case, not 

fully received everything on the murder case prior 

to him entering a plea to the murder case? 

7 A. 

8 

Sure, yes. 

MR. GOURLEY: Thank you, Mr. Thompson. I 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

don't have anything further. 

THE COURT: Anything on cross? 

MS. ZMROCZEK: Yes, please. 

CROSS-EXAMINATION 

BY MS. ZMROCZEK: 

Q. Mr. Thompson, you took over this case in June 

15 from Ms. Alves, June 2011? 

16 A. I'm going to have to take your word for it. 

17 I don't remember exactly what day I would have. 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Q. Okay. On page four of the trial transcript or 

plea transcript Mr. Miller states that part of the 

negotiations was not to proceed with trial on the 

armed robbery followed by a voluntary manslaughter 

which would have struck him out. They were prepared 

to try his armed robbery and then turn around and 

try the murder charge? 

A. The -- and maybe I'm wrong, but my 
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understanding is this is the way it goes. If you 

plead guilty to two crimes for which you could 

receive strikes and you plead to those things on 

the same day, you only get one strike. 

They were -- I think what Mr. Miller -- and I 

don't have the transcript in front of me but I 

think what Mr. Miller is trying to say is if I 

go - if we're going to go to trial for one of 

these crimes now and then we're going to try the 

other crime in series and if we do that, then you 

will get one most-serious strike today and you will 

get -- or whenever the trial happens, and you will 

get one most-serious strike under the murder charge 

and we will be seeking life without possibility of 

parole. 

Q. So he was threatening LWOP if he didn't take 

that plea that day? 

A. Sure. Yes. 

Q. Okay. That's my question. So, he --

20 A. There was a huge incentive for William to 

21 plead. That's true. 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Q. And you would agree with me that he was listed 

on the trial list for October 2011? 

A. I don't have the thing in front of me but I 

don't have any reason to doubt you. 
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1 Q. 

2 A. 

Okay. 

I'm sure that that's true. 

3 Q. Okay. 

4 A. Now the case, the case that was on the trial 

5 

6 

7 

list for the month in which he pled was the armed 

robbery case but, yes, he was on the trial list. 

Q. Okay. And let's talk about the armed robbery 

8 case. You said that -- and this armed robbery 

9 allegedly occurred June 11th, 2011? 

10 A. Again, I'm going to have to take your word 

11 for it but I have no reason to doubt it. 

12 Q. And Benny Williams was your investigator? 

Yes. 13 A. 

14 Q. And he spoke with Mr. Blake's alibi? 

That's my understanding, yes. 15 A. 

16 Q. And through your investigation she said that 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

there was a picture taken of William on her phone at 

the time that the supposed armed robbery was taking 

place? 

A. We talked about that in great, great length. 

Q. Because that's what she told your 

investigator? 

A. We talked about that. And when I heard that 

I was like, that's fantastic. Bring her in here. 

Let's talk about this. And I talked to her at 
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great, great length about this. 

Q. And you would agree she signed a statement in 

front of your investigator that said that exact same 

thing? 

A. I agree with that. You're correct. 

Q. So the fact that his alibi didn't hold any 

weight -- it had to some - it had some weight 

behind it, correct? 

9 A. When we were getting ready for trial I 

10 brought her back in because I wanted to talk to her 

11 about this because I needed to be ready to talk to 

12 her about how we were going to get her to testify 

13 at the armed robbery trial. 

14 

15 

16 

The problem was, when she came in that whole 

story fell apart. 

Q. And when she came in is when she had been 

17 contacted and questioned regarding the murder and 

18 they were threatening to take her kids away? They, 

19 the police. 

20 A. I don't know that but, again, I don't have 

21 any reason to doubt you, but I don't know that. 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Q. 

A. 

Okay. And you received -- you received 

The practical effect of that though is, 

regardless, I may have a statement to -- I may have 

a statement to impeach her if she gives a statement 
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1 that's contrary to what I want her to say on the 

2 witness stand but then I would be fighting against 

3 my own witness which would be -problematic if you 

4 tried to do that at trial. 

Q. Right. So the murder -- you were given 5 

6 discovery in the murder case on October 19th, 2011? 

7 A. Discovery on the murder case came in at a 

8 couple of different times and I don't remember the 

9 exact dates but I will tell you in an effort to be 

10 thorough, the solicitor's office was trying to send 

11 me as much discovery for the other case as possible 

12 because we had been talking about, hey look, 

13 Mr. Blake may be interested in accepting your deal 

14 and pleading Alford. 

15 And the solicitor also knows that in order 

16 for somebody to be able to stand in front of the 

17 Court and to legitimately make an Alford plea they 

18 have to be able to see the discovery to reasonably 

19 think that they would have been convicted if they 

20 went to trial. 

21 Q. Okay. And so now I'm going to show you 

22 Plaintiff's Exhibit One. Would this be some of the 

23 discovery that you received? 

24 A. 

25 Q. 

I have no idea. 

And that you sent to him, being Mr. Blake? 
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1 A. I mean, it has all the right names on it and 

2 stuff but I have no idea. 

3 

4 

Q. Would you like to compare to it what's in your 

file or --

5 A. No. I have no reason not to believe that 

you know, that it's not part of the 6 

7 

8 

that's 

discovery. 

Q. And then Plaintiff's --

9 A. But if you're going to ask me when did I send 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

this to him. 

Q. 

all. 

No, no, no. I'm not going to ask you that at 

I'm just going to ask if you that's what you 

had received from the solicitor and then in turn 

part of what you would have --

A. This would have been some of it. I mean, 

it's not nearly 

Q. Certainly not all of it? 

A. 

Q. 

Yeah, but it would have been some of it. 

Okay. And then Plaintiff's Exhibit Two. Does 

that indicate when it was received on the front by 

the solicitor's office? 

A. Yeah. The -- what happens is these reports 

all, they generate with the law enforcement agency 

and then again, I've never worked in the 

solicitor's office but my understanding is that 
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when the solicitor's office administrative staff 

gets the report they stamp it in received from the 

solicitor's office and looks like it's date stamped 

October 31st, 2011, or something like that. 

Q. And that would be at least two weeks after 

Mr., after Mr. Blake had pled? 

7 A. And I don't have any reason to doubt you on 

8 that. I'm just telling you the report that we 

9 had -- I had a report before he pled. We -- he and 

10 I looked at a report before he pled. 

11 Q. Right. 

12 

13 

14 

15 

Your Honor, at this time we would --

THE WITNESS: Not just the armed robbery but 

on the murder as well. 

MS. ZMROCZEK: Certainly. And, Your Honor, 

16 at this time we would move Plaintiff's One and Two 

17 in. 

18 MR. GOURLEY: And again, Your Honor, even if 

19 Mr. Thompson can ID them as coming from his file it 

20 still contains hearsay information especially with 

21 the witness statements and then you got cell phone 

22 records and the proper authentication and 

23 foundation haven't been laid for those either. 

24 Again, Your Honor, it's the Applicant's 

25 burden of proof. 
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THE WITNESS: I'm not IDing these as coming 

from my file. I'm just saying -­

THE COURT: They look similar. 

THE WITNESS: They look similar to the type 

that 

MS. ZMROCZEK: And we're not offering them 

for truth of the matter asserted, Your Honor. 

MR. GOURLEY: And, Your Honor, in that regard 

if you're not offering them for the truth of matter 

asserted, in order to prove prejudice you have to 

consider the information within those statements so 

it's essentially entering a blank piece of paper at 

that point in time. 

THE COURT: What I will do is this I'll note 

that they're proffers placed on the record. 

MS. ZMROCZEK: Okay. 

THE COURT: Applicant's One and Two are 

proffers. 

MR. GOURLEY: Thank you, Judge. 

MS. ZMROCZEK: And the reason, Your Honor, 

too, is because as Mr. 

THE WITNESS: Thompson. 

MS. ZMROCZEK: as Mr. Thompson identified 

Plaintiff's Two is the full investigative report 

from the sheriff's department that was noted 
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1 received by the solicitor's office on October 31st 

2 which would have been --

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

THE COURT: Would have been --

MS. ZMROCZEK: well after he pled. 

THE COURT: Yeah. He pled on October 24th. 

I think --

THE WITNESS: Right. 

THE COURT: -- the whole thing about my take 

9 on this, and please correct me, is the solicitor's 

10 office wanted to clear up the murder charge as 

11 well. He was getting ready to go to trial on the 

12 armed robbery where he was facing 10 to 30, and 

13 then they said they'll let him plead to voluntary 

14 and take care of that. 

15 MS. ZMROCZEK: Right. And they threatened if 

16 he didn't plead that they would strike him out with 

17 LWOP. 

18 THE COURT: Well, they -- I preach -- they 

19 were still try him with the armed robbery and then 

20 he knew he was going to be facing this somewhere 

21 down the road at which time as another most-serious 

22 offense had he been convicted, he still had to be 

23 convicted, that he would have been facing that and 

24 

25 

so that was --

MS. ZMROCZEK: Right. 
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THE COURT: --· a choice, really. 

THE WITNESS: I think that is true. 

3 THE COURT: That is where we are with this. 

4 MS. ZMROCZEK: Absolutely. 

5 THE COURT: Okay. 

6 THE WITNESS: And I apologize if this is out 

7 of turn at all. I will tell that you though that 

8 probably the official discovery packet, the 

9 complete all-encompassing official here-is-what-

10 we're-going-to-call-the-discovery-packet-that-is-

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

response-to-Rule-Five-and-Brady, that may have been 

compiled afterwards. 

MS. ZMROCZEK: Okay. 

THE WITNESS: Beforehand, though, we were in 

the posture of -- they were trying to get this 

16 material to us. So I received many -- and I'm 

17 going to not do the air quotes, okay, but many 

18 unofficial discovery documents before I actually 

19 officially received discovery. 

20 And that was just in an attempt to try to 

21 give me some type of indication of the level of 

22 evidence that they had. 

23 

24 

25 

BY MS. ZMROCZEK: 

Q. Right. And you would agree that there 

about 12 CDs unofficially that you received, 

were 

at 
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1 least that you provided to me? 

2 A. Yes, ma'am. I would admit to you that there 

3 are voluminous CDs associated with this case. 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

Q. And then the crux of the evidence in the 

murder case dealt with a co-defendant with whom your 

office and this office and the police are familiar 

with, Mr. Isom. 

A. Do the question one more time. 

Q. Christopher Isom would be the basis for a lot 

of the information in the murder charge. 

11 A. That's true. I agree with that, yes. 

12 

13 

14 

Q. Christopher Isom has a long record and 

established history with the public defenders 

office. 

15 A. I think. I don't know that for a fact. 

16 Q. Because you've never represented him. 

17 A. I've never been conflicted out of doing his 

18 

19 

20 

stuff because I'm on a different team but I don't 

have any reason to doubt you. 

Q. And certainly the solicitor's office knew who 

21 he was. 

22 A. Yes. 

23 Q. And the sheriff's department certainly knew 

24 who he was. 

25 A. Yes, yes. I would agree with that. 
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Q. And he received a substance time cut for a 

voluminous amount of charges. 

A. This is going to sound ridiculous but I 

honestly don't remember. I don't know that I 

actually saw his plea. 

Q. But it's your -- it's your testimony that 

Mr. Blake was able to enter into this Alford plea 

based on your review of the information for the 

murder? 

A. Based on our review of the information that 

we had available to us. And, again, the 

information on the murder case, I would absolutely 

agree with you that it wasn't complete, but 

frankly, again, this is somewhat of a strategy 

question, frankly, from a strategic standpoint. 

I don't know that I would have needed as much 

of a complete discovery picture on the manslaughter 

plea as I did on the armed robbery plea because as 

a point of fact, if you can't beat the armed 

robbery case then you are essentially -- and, Your 

Honor, I apologize. I hate using this phrase when 

we're talking about somebody's life. -- but you're 

essentially getting the voluntary manslaughter plea 

for free. 

Q. Right. Even if you didn't do it, though? 
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1 A. Even if you didn't do it, which is why he 

2 pled guilty under Alford. 

3 Q. Right. 

4 A. 

5 Q. 

Because it was that good of a deal. 

Right. But you, you would agree that the 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

armed robbery which you were very much prepared for, 

you at least did have some -- his alibi did have 

some information. It did have some credibility. 

You had information that he at least had an alibi 

including a picture. 

11 A. I had information that at some point in time 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

he had an alibi. This alibi wasn't going to be an 

effective alibi witness at trial but that in the 

past she had made some statements that indicated 

that she would have been an alibi witness. 

But she, she changed her story. And I wasn't 

going to be able to force her to be an alibi 

witness at trial. 

Q. And then, you would agree that in the plea 

Mr. Assistant Solicitor Miller talked about all 

these SLED matches, but you haven't been provided 

these SLED matches? 

A. I think what you said is correct. I don't 

know that I, that I received all of the SLED -- my 

understanding was that was about the murder case. 

63 
132



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

BARRY L THOMPSON, II - CROSS 

Q. Right, right. About the murder case, right. 

A. Okay. And I will tell you I agree with you. 

No, I did not have all of that material. Probably, 

my understanding -- if memory serves me, I don't 

think that material was actually available at the 

time of the plea. 

Q. And then with regards to the armed robbery 

there was -- hang on. Bear with me. 

A. The armed robbery, if memory serves me, the 

10 only forensic evidence that was available was that 

11 they were able to match a bruise or a groove or 

12 something on the victim's lip with William's gun to 

13 show that kind of the front sight of the gun 

14 matched up with the mark that was on the victim's 

15 mouth where the victim had said that William shoved 

16 the gun in my mouth. 

17 Q. And you'd agree that he was hesitant to even 

18 enter that plea on that day as the record reflects? 

19 And I think that you indicated to the Court that he 

20 had been experiencing frustration? 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A. I would agree with you that he was 

frustrated, yes. 

Q. And that the facts of the armed robbery that 

were provided in that plea that day stated that 

there were several people in the car including 
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Mr. Isom? 

A. I don't remember exactly what was said at the 

plea but I will tell that you that's my 

recollection from the discovery materials. So I 

would agree with you, that's probably what was 

said. 

Q. And the key witness in that armed robbery was 

8 also Mr. Isom? 

9 A. He was, he was one of the key witnesses. The 

10 victim was also a key witness in that case. 

11 Q. 

12 A. 

13 Q. 

And that --

Mr. Holland knew, knew William as well. 

And that you knew that the victim had 

14 girlfriend problems with Mr. Blake? 

15 A. I don't remember about any girlfriend 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

problems. 

Q. You don 1 t recall investigating any girl 

problems? 

A. No, I don't. And in fact one of the things 

that William and I talked about was: Okay, if this 

guy's lying, what's his angle; what's his 

motivation to lie; why does he hate you; why would 

he say these bad things about you. 

And I don't remember us being able to come up 

with a reason for that because that would have been 
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something -- that was something, not that I would 

have been looking for but that I was looking for. 

And I don't remember us talking about that. 

Q. And he had a record, too, the victim in the 

armed robbery as well; right? 

A. I -- honestly, I'm going to have to tell you 

I don't remember. 

8 Q. 

9 A. 

Okay. 

I don't disagree with you but I don't 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

remember. My understanding was this was -- the 

armed robbery was a really weird case because from 

the beginning there didn't really seem to be any 

kind of motive for it. Everybody agreed that it 

happened and that, you know, they ordered the guy, 

then pulled his pants down and the whole mess but 

it was a very strange case. 

Q. Well, I guess I want to go back to that. So 

he had -- and you can look it up if you need to but 

he had pending drug charges, the victim? He had 

pending PWID meth and PWID meth problems? 

21 A. I don't disagree with you. I don't remember 

22 that but I don't disagree with you. 

23 Q. All right. And the phone records -- the 

24 

25 

reason that Mr. Blake was so upset about the phone 

records was because in the statement that the victim 
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gave he said that he called Chris Isom and Amanda 

Toole, one of the other co-defendants, to come and 

pick him up. That was a statement that he gave, 

right, 

A. 

Q. 

the victim? 

I don't remember. 

Okay. But then all of a sudden Mr. Blake 

7 hopped out of the car and put a pistol up against 

8 his head. I think that was the key evidence. 

9 A. The yeah. The allegation in the case was 

10 that they had stopped, that one of them was going 

11 around the back of the car, peeing on the back of 

12 car or about peeing behind the car and then William 

13 got out and shoved the gun at this guy and he was 

14 robbed and he had, like, money or some kind of 

15 tickets or something with him. 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

Q. Okay. 

MS. ZMROCZEK: Beg the Court's indulgence. 

THE COURT: Take your time. 

BY MS. ZMROCZEK: 

Q. And you indicated that, I think, some of the 

key evidence was that this were bruises on the 

victim's mouth, or there were marks on the mouth and 

23 that maybe that that matched a gun description that 

24 Mr. Blake had. 

25 A. That was -- that was the -- that was the --
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from talking to the police officers, that's what 

the police officer was going to say. 

Q. So the pending meth charges could have also 

the fact that he was using meth or at least had 

pending meth charges could also explain some 

problems that he had. You're familiar that that 

drug causes physical problems for meth users? 

A. I think that that's statement true. It 

doesn't explain having a cut on the front of your 

lip from a gun sight but 

Q. And did you --

A. -- but, yes. 

Q. 

those? 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

And did you ever receive color photos of 

I did not. 

You did not? 

Did not. I had spoken to the police officer 

and I knew that that's what the police officer was 

going to say, but I did not have photos of this. 

Q. And to this day we still don't have any 

21 photos? 

22 A. I don't believe I have any photos of that, 

23 no. 

24 

25 

MS. ZMROCZEK: 

questions I have. 

Thank you. Those are all the 
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25 

sir. 

THE COURT: Anything on redirect? 

MR. GOURLEY: No, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: You may step down. Thank you, 

Anything else from the State? 

MR. GOURLEY: No, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: All right. Ms. Zmroczek, do you 

want to place any argument on the record? 

MS. ZMROCZEK: I do, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: Okay. 

MS. ZMROCZEK: My in reviewing 

obviously as you can see and through the testimony 

that there's a lot of -- there was a lot of 

evidence in this case. And Mr. Blake's continued 

frustration is that he feels like he was forced to 

plead. And I know that as the Court has clearly 

defined the issue is, even taking the manslaughter 

out of it, he was still facing 10 to 30 with the 

armed robbery. 

And it's always been his position however 

that he felt like he was forced into this joint 

plea, whether or not it was explained to him or 

whether or not he understood it. And I think that 

the plea reflects that he maybe didn't quite 

understand what was going on. 
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The key -- the key in both of these cases, in 

the armed robbery and the murder which ended up 

pleading to voluntary manslaughter, was a 

confidential informant who was a co-defendant. And 

5 Mr. Blake's concern is that especially once he 

6 received all the information that the basis of this 

7 case was from Mr. Isom who was the co-defendant 

8 slash confidential informant, that the attorney had 

9 a duty to review and interview potential witnesses 

10 and conduct a reasonable investigation and that the 

11 misadvice on these decisions led him to plead 

12 guilty. 

13 And he feels that -- Mr. Blake's whole point 

14 is that he would have -- had he known that Mr. Isom 

15 was the main snitch in all of this, that he would 

16 have absolutely exercised his right to go to trial 

17 

18 

even if he was facing a second strike. 

And for those reasons, Your Honor, he asks 

19 that the -- and if you read the Court transcript, 

20 Mr. Miller refers to a lot of evidence that simply 

21 just doesn't exist, Your Honor. 

22 I've done a thorough investigation and I know 

23 that Mr. Thompson even admitted and agreed that he 

24 received a lot of information, a lot of information 

25 afterwards. And I think that's what most 
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25 

frustrating to Mr. Blake as well is because it 

didn't, it didn't implicate him. 

THE COURT: And I can understand his 

frustration of getting this stuff on the murder 

trial afterwards. But -- and if this was just a 

PCR 

MS. ZMROCZEK: On that --

THE COURT: pertaining to the murder you 

know, I mean, I think he'd have a really good case 

but I don't know that he wants me to grant him a 

PCR on the murder. 

MS. ZMROCZEK: And, Your Honor --

THE COURT: Or voluntary manslaughter. 

MS. ZMROCZEK: And I've spoken to him about 

this several times. And that's why I also wanted 

to put on the record is that he understands that 

it's not just one, but if you grant this PCR he's 

facing both the armed robbery and back to the 

murder charge. And he understands that. 

So, yes, thank you, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: Okay. Anything? 

MR. GOURLEY: Just briefly, Your Honor. 

As far as Mr. Thompson's representation, I 

think it falls well within the professional norms. 

Mr. Thompson {sic} was presented with a plea offer 
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at the time of trial for the armed robbery. It 

included both the murder charge that was then 

dropped down to a voluntary manslaughter charge and 

the armed robbery. As Mr. Thompson explained those 

sentences run concurrent which is beneficial 

obviously to Mr. Blake. He said he explained that 

7 to him. 

8 He also explained to Mr. Blake that he had 

9 not received and completed his investigation on the 

10 murder charge, Your Honor, and Mr. Blake entered 

11 the plea. I think negotiations were obviously 

12 ongoing and Mr. Thompson got him an Alford plea 

13 which was apparently a hold up to Mr. Blake and 

14 that Mr. Blake entered it knowingly and 

15 intelligently pleading. Despite the fact that they 

16 received the information after the plea on the 

17 · murder case, it doesn't impact his plea at the time 

18 when he did so with eyes wide open. 

19 So I'd ask that you dismiss the case. 

20 THE COURT: Thank y'all. I'll review the 

21 record and I'll get back to y'all with my decision. 

22 MR. GOURLEY: Thank you, Your Honor. 

23 MS. ZMROCZEK: Thank you, Your Honor. 

24 THE COURT: Thank you. 

25 END OF PROCEEDINGS: 1:36 P.M. 
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immediately, please fax all legal requests for WIRELESS numben to AT&T at 1-888-938-4715. For more 
effideol and fasttr response, please provide an email address oii future requests • 

• The requested information is enclosed. 

C.O:\'FIOf.NTUI .m· :,-.·oner. 
!his cova sheet. :md .Kly docunmil which m.1~· IK'Cotnpari~• ii. cout.ii.as in(omu1i<xl fiom 1he N:11iooal. Compliance C'enttt whkb is inlcndcd for use 
Clf\ly b)' the inJividwd to ...,h(wn it is .Wrnsc,J, 1111d whi~ may con11i11 infi,,m1a1M.in tNI: i.1 pri,·iltgal. ..:oi1tiiltnti.ill ••cVOI'" 1•1hcrwi~ rxc:mpt rrum 
disdoturc undn ~licAblc law. If chc rtuier or lhi.1 mm;)f.c is !KM the intended mipicnl Of the pcnoa rcsPoDSiblc for delivering lhis mcUlllf to ltk' 
intcncJcil f'C'.:ipicnt. nn}· rc:v,c:..,,·. t.li:-i;l~urt. ili~>c:min»iM.111. c,.li,;tribution, (:(~·inti o, 111:'-:r un ufthi, 111cu.q:c or its. suht1H.:c i~ mictly prohitlittil.. If 
.,,"-I ha,..: n.-c.."1,·cd lhi~ ct1nimunicatinn in ~-mn, pkll."'-' n01ify •~ immtdiatd) b) tcltphonc h11111'111::C for thi: return 11flhi~ communicati,m hl u~ 111 r1ur 
C(pcrut. I h1nk you. 

,"Ii(:(; f lffiti•I 11.w IJnh· 

JI R C 0 

943307.001 AT & T MOBILITY 
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Return 

• , recciwd the anach-.d s,arch Warrant .\.a,e I' 
On ,~Y-'-1 ~ , 20 // at /t>ot!I 
(the person) describ,,d in the warrant anJ (the pn:mis.:s) 

:?O ...1..L' 
o'cluck 

anJ have c.ccutcd it as follows: 
A- M . I searchcd 

, loft a copy of the Wamtnl with ....LJ; ... r-'-" ... --'T'--__,,~~)(,..__..,.'l! .... &:ut ...... J'f...&..::8'_'..1! .... 7wlc.S:J..--------­

Name of the p,non s,arched or "at the place of search" with. 
Togcther with a n:c,ipl for the items seized. 

This inventory was made in che presence of 

I swear that lhis Inventory is a true and detailed account of all propt!rty raken by me on the wamint. 

, .,,, 
-•.-----

.,\.,.6~~--· 20 /.L 
--c--M~Y-6~~----·-(l.S.) 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA } COUNTY OF Aiken AFFIDAVIT 

4lrsonally appeared before me, one _1-'n'-v.;... _L_aw-'-'re'-n-'c"'-e -"A"-. _W-'i .. gg"'i..;.;nc;..s __________ _ 
who, being duly sworn, says thal there is probable cause to believe that cenain property subject lo seizure under 
provisions ofSeclion 17-13-140, 1976 Code of Laws of South Carolina, as amended. is located on the following premises 
in this County; 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY SOUGHT 
Any and all call logs1 text messages, data, pictures and video and any other evidence to 
include all subscriber information for Phone number 803-341-5850, 
LG phone Model# LG220CM Serial# 012CYUK2059230 

DESCRIPTION OF PREMISES (PERSON, PLACE OR THING) · 
TO BE SEARCHED 

TRACfONE Wireless Inc 
Subpoena Compliance Department 
Fax: 305-715-6932 

REASON FOR AFFIANT'S BELIEF THAT THE 
PROPERTY SOUGHT IS ON THE SUBJECT PREMISES 

On May 231 2011 Travis Deon Bibbs, who was In possession of the LF Straight Talk Cell 
Phone texted or called Jay Wright at approx. 2230-2240 hrs EST requesting he come get him 

ff the road from Clearwater SC. At 2247 hrs EST the Aiken Coun Sheriff's 
ca received a call for shots fired, the Sheriff's Office arrived on scene Bibbs was seen 

looking for his cell phone which he stated he lost while running after being shot at 
Bibbs did not state that he was with anyone else. After Bibbs waa released Marcus 
Griggs was located deceased In a field adjacent to where Bibbs was looking for his phone. 
This Information Is needed to corroborate Bibbs story of calling for a ride just before 
he and Griggs were shot at and to Validate Wrights statement that Bibbs called him for a ride. 

(l.S.) 
Signature 

} 
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rracF~NE 
wireless, inc. 

SUBSCRIBER INFO FOR 803-341-5850 

~ 10, l  

REP, Only coo.ct: the phone number and E .... il. 

Flnt/Last -/NI, • ITeraa ~- r ,.. Name not paowhl•d 
-- ------- --------·-- ----

2. r Check Here To Start: Recording 

~:1- -1341 -15234 ,.. PhoDa aot ,-ov·.ted 
REPs Do not read this script or make • selection for Activations, 
Reactivations, Adding Airt:ilne or if the customer aNf not provide a 
phone number. 

Woald yoa like to receive ...-af:sntl■ sa.v· gr hom CNS Tl'ac:Foae p,M"tws to the 
coat.act. WI t I -•- poovided? T1lese off-, will be !leat directly &om m --will_,,_,._._ iDfonna-witb tbird ~ ......._._ Y-cao, 

un l:sc:ibe at--,, time. I J SELECT i,: 

r Check Here To Stop Recording 

Email, 1  .~~aighl- .lc,om 

Date Of s.ttu I -I -I 

PnmMy a d+ess 51. . ;; y Acklr ... BillmgAdclress 
Sbaet Street rs.me..,. Sb'-t 

,.. __ 
Adit,-w Adclreu ................... Alldra s ................... 
1  blvd   blvd 126843545830,328718 

1268◄ 3545930'~766 
cay City City 

1-~ 1-~ I NOR'Tl-1 AUGUSl 

Stat. Zip~ State Zip~ State Zip~ 

I Sau1f1Cfj 129841 1-c.EJ ~I I - c.EJ 129841 
!;Ail .,,, ~ I • .... • 1. f\Rjd ~ifl t f.'""' ~Jll 
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• 

TraCF~NE 
wireless. inc. 

SUBSCRIBER INFO FOR 803-341-5850 Profile-------------
USTOMER NAME: Teresa Robinson 
USTOMER ID:  
HONE NUMBER: 8033415850 
HONE MODEL: NTLGS220CPWP 
ECHNOLOGY: CDMA 
ERIAL NUMBER: 268435460006997969 

TY: Original 
D: 
VICE TYPE: Unlim~ed 
DUNITS: 0 
DING UNITS: 0 
E UNITS: 0 

STATUS: PAST DUE 
CARRIER: VERIZON_PP 
nP CODE: 29841 
ORIG ACT DATE: 02/24/2011 
DUE DATE: 09/07/2011 
REQ UPDATE: NO 

ACCOUNT: 
NICKNAME: 
AUTO REFill: NO 
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Time: L/l: 63 

Aiken County Sheriff's Office 

VOLUNTARYSrATEMENT 

Date: '5 ,o:x-/ f6liO I/ 
Location where statement was obtained: 

•;•".• 

Page 1 of _Lpages 

•. l • 

I have read or have had read to me this statement consisting of __ page (s). This . 
statement is true. I have initialed all co.rrections and initialed the bottom of each page 
containing the statement. I declare that the voluntary statement is made of my own free 
will, without promise or reward, without fear or threat of physical harm/punishment, 
without coerclo·n, unlawful lnflueJKAJtf unla~I in_duc:an,ent. .,,1 
This stat~ment was completed at Je(~ a.m.~. on...,oCt....__ __ day ofMAy , 20/ f 

Signature.of p r 
statement 

ry Witness 

Witness 

I have been given a copy of this statement consisting of ___ /_pages. 
. r.- . J' 

(!initials of person making statemen"t.(hlg- · ,., 

ACSO Fonn: A0189 (0711B11l4) 1 
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CASE 
NCIC 

AGENCY I. D. 
SC0020000 

SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT 111-032828 11:0 
□ ORKJINAL r;, SUPPLEMENTAL 

REPORT L..!..J REPORT D 
D 

ADDITIONAL 
VICTIMS 

□ ADDITIONAL 
STOLEN PROPERTY Page I of lrf" Pages 

D MODIFIES r;, CASESTATUS 
ORIGINAL l...!..J CHANGE 

tncidcnl Type Death lnvcstigaiion 

Vktim's Name Markes Griggs 

ADDITIONAL 
OFFENDERS D 

Subjc:a Name: 

May 24, 2011 
110 received this case for investigation. 

(May 23, 2011) 

ADDITIONAL 
RECOVERED 
PROPERTY 

Dalo: 5123/11 Time 2355 

William Blake, Christopher Isom 

. 1/0 was dispatched to  Hwy for a shooting incident which resulted in the 
death of a man later identified as Markes Griggs. While enroute 1/0 was rerouted to the Circle K 
gestation on Jefferson Davis Hwy. 1/0 was informed that a potential witnesses to the shooting incident 
were located there. 

1/0 arrived at  Hwy. Upon arrival 110 met with Dep. Egan who informed 1/0 
that the female Stephanie Michelle Epperly and Jay Wright, her boyfriend, were being questioned 
because they were called to the incident location by Travis Bibbs who was with the victim when he was 
shot. 

1/0 questioned Epperly and she stated that her boyfriend received a call from Bibbs stating he 
needed him to come get him. Epperly stated Wright did not have a license so she drove. Epperly stated 
that she and her boyfriend met Bibbs at the Kozy Kort Motel they went with him to look for his cell phone. 
Epperly stated that while out there a deputy met them and Bibbs Gave a Statement. She then. stated 
that they were r!lleased_arid from there_she took him to a ho11se on acl:!u.a.ami then_ they went IQ a 
house on Carolina Spring,s Rd., to giYe,_aif9ffier . ·_ _ . · e. She stated that is when she received a. 
call to bring Bibbs back to the incident location.·· After dropping im off in the area she left only to be . 
stopped at the Circle K. 1/0 escorted Epperly back to the incident location where she gave a written ' 
stat6men, . .i.;;-y 'v"J,igM al;,o Qnve a wriiien siaiement stating 8ibi>s caiied him ror a ride. -~ 

1/0 spoke to Bibbs who was sitting in the back of a patrol car. Bibbs stated in an emotional state 
-:-i , ; I that he and Cool Breeze identified as Markes Griggs were walking down Cherokee Dr. when twQ £>lack 

., ITl!)les p11lled up._ln a ~r aru:l.!Qld them to get their hands out of their R2Pk2!!'. Bibbs then stated he and 
· ol Breeze took off running in different directions which him he heard two shots. Bibbs stated he ran to 

a friend's house to use the phone because he dropped his. When questioned further about the location 
from which he and Griggs came from he stated they were at Nick's House, Nick was Identified as . . . . . . 

SUBJECT IDENTIFIED SUBJECTlOCATm 

Reason For Exccplion.ol Clcnnce □otrendcr Dwh 

lEPOATrNG OFFICER DATE 

L. WI in 

EX-CLEAAED UND!I: II 

EX.a tAl.£0 114 OVER . 

Vicllm Occlines Cooperuion OUYenilc No CUllody 
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ST ATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA } ~ COUNTY OF Aiken 

Personally appeared before me, one _1;.:;n:..;.v.:.., ;;::.L.::,aw;.;_;..;re:..;;n:.:c.=..f.;.;A::. • ..;.W;..;i:.aga;gi"'o:::.1 ______ .,..,.. __ --,-_ 
who, being duly swom, says that there is probable cause lo believe that certain property subject 10 seizure under 
provisions of Section I 7- IJ-140, I 976 Code oflaws of South Carolina, as amended, is located on rhe following premise 
in this County: 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY SOUGHT 

Any and all firearms, ammunition, ammunition magazines, projectiles, spent cartridges, gun 
shot residue, Serologlcal evidence not limited to blood, latent prints and any other evidence 
indicative of discharging of a firearm or crime. 

DESCRIPTION OF PREMISES (PERSON, PLACE OR THING) 
TO BE SEARCHED 

A 1998 Chrysler Cirrus UO, four door, burgundy/purple like In color with SC Tag# , 
. 

REASON f"OR Aff"IANT'S BELIEF THAT THE 
PROPERTY SOUGHT IS ON THE SUBJECT PREMISES 

On May 23, 2011 The Aiken County Sheriff's Office located Markes Griggs deceased behind 
A wooden fence on Cherokee Dr. suffering from what appeared to be a gun shot wound. 
An informant has rovlded credible Information ldenti In William Blake as the trator 

· And that Blake perpetrated the crime from Inside his girlfriends, 98 Chrysler Cirrus UC!. 
William Blakes girlfriend Rebecca Easter, whom he resides with at a trailer marked with "A23" 
On Lighthouse Ln, has a 1998 Chrysler Cirrus U<l,. four door, burgundy/purple like in color 
with SC Tag# . 

-1#1~· 20 _iL . 
---c--l...C.-.C'-'4¥-"4""-J--(L5.) } 

Phon• S0J-642-1785 
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AGENCY: 
ADDRESS: 

CASE AGENT 
PHONE# 

COLLECTION 
DATE: 

GUNSHOT RESIDUE COLLECTION 
INFORMATION SHEET 

EVENT INFORMATION 

TIME: _ _..<=2-=vJ;.~q.. __ 
CALIBER. __ 1-,.P.-<-"''----
SERIAL# __ .,.,,.,""._ __ _ 

MFGR:._---"-i<\.41oA,,,<✓---

COLLECTION INFORMATION 

NAME OF SUBJECT: 
THIS PERSON IS THE VICTIM OR A SUSPEC · (CIRCLE ONE) 
THIS PERSON IS RIGHT-HANDED OR LEFT,J-fANDED (CIRCLE ONE) 
OCCUPATION: 
DESCRIPTION-=oc::Fc-:Ac=:::-:::~,:,:-:::-:-:-:~='==~==::":':-=~===-:::-::::-::-==::=-::77:::-; 

OF CO LECTION a...r . ,t 

The purpose of this collection kit is to provide the materials required for an easy and reliable method to collect 
gunshot residues from a person suspected ot firing or handling a fireann. This specific style of collection kit is 
designed to collect residues that can be analyzed by means of both Scanning Electron Microscopy (SEM) or Atomic 
Absorption Analysis (AA) at a laboratory. 

• . ·. • .J 

Gunshot residues· are produced when the primer of a cartridge is fired-thereby propelling burning particles of primer 
mixture· i~to the propellant powdf!r causing- it to ignite. The burning of the powder causes the production of gases 
which push' the projectile out through the barrel. Gases containing parUcles_ of primer mixture, propellant mixture, 
and metallic projectile parUcles and vapor follow the projectile. out of the weapon and are sometimes ·deposited on 
the exposed portions of the shooters ha_nds. These mat11rtals .can also exit the weapon from any opening of the 
weapon, such as the barrel-cylinder gap, and also be deposited on the hands. Gunshot residues are present on the 

' 

sulface of a previously discharged (dirty) weapon and can be transferred to the hand (generally the palm surfaces). 
This kit is designe<:1 to "pick~p• these particles of gunshot residue from the skin onto cotton-tipped swabs moistened 
with dilute nitric acid for analysis or onto a sticky tape on the head of a metal support stub, which is used to mount 
the sample in the SEM instrument during laboratory analysis. Remember that the laboratory will be utilizing a very 
sensitive test to detect and analyze the elemental components and morphology of these very small microscopic 
particles. You must be very careful to prevent contamination of the samples by not touching the sticky surface of 
the collection stub or swab, by wearing gloves, and by properly closing the vial covers. 
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AIKEN COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE 

420 HAMPTON AVE., NE 
AIKEN, SolITH CAROLINA 2980.1 

Forensic Laboratory Request 

c- Information 

CASE NUMBER 

I II- 03;z.eze/ 

CaseT Incident Date 
Incident Address Incident Time 

· I Subjec~~ ffist Name, First Name, MI. DOB · SIDNumber 

Sll)Number 

'"t6:EME'.P 
ITEM(1) # (FROM Description of Jvidence , Aaalysia Requested 
PROPERTY RECEIPn rL,\ TENT!L .... cm DNA. ETC.• 

I , ' ..,_ ~, C...S\ ..... r nnt 1., ,~ 'fO I I I L_ 
• 

) .... , 

• 

I Additional Instructions: 

If no evidence obtained from orocessin2: 
. 

If "RELEASE" selected, to whom release to? 
Please provide a slped Evidence Disposition Form for Ml)atroy" or MRelease" 

I Submi: Officer's Name 

ACSO Form: 1D172 (12/09109) 

.. 'Date ... 
-~• Signature 

• 
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Alken County ·shJ~s Office 
• ' ·,:,. ' .:,: I 

EvlDE~CE/PROPERTY RECEIPT 

CueNumber:11. ~~-~A•n 

Officer: I I. J,\, ... '- t · Employee Number: .'1:. \71 .. ·•· :,Crime Type: -,,_, ._.t I •- - • ~ 
Name of Person R' n • ..,.Froin: r;;;;t;' r \C),r,,\ f'r-.. ,"}p ' V 

Defendants: 
1. r,.1: I : l\rv.. Kia Yi P 2. 
3. 4. 
1 .• A... •Ke.\~ ' 2. 

Victims: 
3. 4. 

Physical Addraaa:   Id nme:to : ~~ I Date: 7 , 141 ,, 
Laboratory examlnatlcn to be perfonn . 0 .•. Latent, AFIS, Serology): J J/.L 

ltaml Quantity Item DNcrt-.n {Include color, brend. .Nl1ai num-. oonditlon, uriuaual marldngaJ 
,. _1· _'),..? ll. ,.., ,-.rJ . f"r- .,:- n A-t-4.·; , A- n o .... r.1 ,. ,n, _,, . .. 

/II ' : ' /..,,.' r L T..--rt,,.,,_ ,' .. 
•//1' 

•' , 

.. 
Aikea Couaty Sheriff's Office 

1111111111 
A0041992 

Chain of Cua-
ltemt Data PrtntNanie Slanature · Pu---- for Chan-
I .., 11.o t .. v ..,,.-,.._,,:-. HJ,,.f,'f -~~_AH-·'-~ .,·;:.,.J · I,.. 1fP 

,. . 1/Q·,,. t. ,, A. •• - .\ 
I,-- • .,:;:;,~,·8 'o·,,,rc> 

i /J 'J. 2.1: II rt:;·/',£~ ---- ~,_, ..... _:_ ~ . J l'IL K" ...... ,,,,...,.~ 
. 

~ . 
. 

-~ .. 
', 

ACSO Form: A0400 (02/28105) 
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Return 

A I received the attached Search Warrant ~vi ) !£ ... · 20 1 I 
~ ~ IJ.L I C , 20 11 at ~gel o'clock 

(the perso/t;liescribed in the warrant and (the premises) 

and have e..ecuted it as follows: 
A- . M , I searched 

I left a copy or the warrant with 

Name of the person searched or "at the place or search,. with. 
Together with a receipt for the items seized. 

The following is an inventory or propeny taken pursuant lo the warrant: 
Forty Eight Paga of Foeebook documents from the ■ccounts of Jama Armstron1, William Blake 

Michael Bellamy, Christopher Isom ■nd Michael Bussey. 

This inventory was made in the presence of 

I swear that this Inventory is a true and detailed account or all propeny taken by me on the warrant. 

day of __ ,..,.~:14--.,,C.---J-• 20 J/_ 

(L.S.) 
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• 

AIKEN COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE 
420 HAMPTON AVE., NE 
AIKEN, SOUTH CAROLINA 29801 

Forensic Laboratory Request 

c-1nrormallon 

CASE NUMBER 

j //- D3zeze.l 

easer~ .. ~• 
Incident Address 

Incident Date 
Incident Time 

· l Subjec~~ ffist Name, First Name, Ml. SID Number 

SII>Nwnber 

p 
ITEM(s) # (FROM I Description ofJvidence , Analysis Req11ested 
nonlll'l' UCEIPTI ILA..,...,.... • - _ _,.. DNA. ttc.' . 

I • ~, ~\- I f1nfJl/ I 3 '10 I ,_, _L 

' , - , 

• . 
I Additional Instructions: 

If no evidence obtained from nrocessin11.: 
lf"RELEASE" selected. to whom release to? 

M " " Pleae pro.tde • 1lped Evidence Disposition Form ror Datroy or Release " 

I Submit Officer's Name · I 
ACSO Fonn: 101n (12/09/09) 

• 
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SOUTH CAROLINA LAW ENFORCEMENT DMSION 
FORENSIC SERVICES LABORATORY REPORT 

NIKKI R. HALEY 
Governor 

Lawrence Wiggins 
Aiken County Sheriff's Office 
420 Hal11)tonAvenue NE 
Aiken, SC 29801-4391 

MARK A. KEEL 
Chief 

EVIDENCE PROCESSING 
September 15, 2011 
SLED LAB: LI 1-06438 
Your Case No: 11032828 
Incident Date:5/23/2011 
[VJ Markes Griggs 

This is an official report of the South Carolina Law Enforcement Division Forcn5ic Services Laboratory and is to be used i, 

connection wkh an official criminat investigation. These e~minatk>ns were conducted under your assurance that no p rcvious 
e:.aminations ofpcrson.(s)orevidence submincd in this case have be01 or will be conducted by any other laboratory or agency. 

Marie A. Kee~ O,ief 
South Carolina Law Enforcement Division 

ITEMS OF EVIDENCE: 

Item: 4 Pants 

RESULTS: 

Potential evidence collected and sent to the DNA Department. 

Item: S Shorts 

RESULTS: 

Potential evidence collected and sent to the DNA Department. 

These examinations were conducted by DNA Evidence Processing Technician Verona Gibson and 
were reviewed by Forensic Scientist Katie Urka in the DNA Casework Department. 

• P.O. Box 21398, Columbia, South Carolina 29221-1398 Phon• (80J) 896-7300 Fu (80J) 896-7351 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA } 
@) COUNTY OF Aiken AFFIDAVIT 

Petsoaally appeared before me, one ...:l,..:IIV"-'-', La::::;:;,w:-=ftll=cec=A.:;..,;-W~lggia,-a;,;•----,----~----:--
who, bcin1 duly sworn, says that there is probable cause to belle~ dlal cel1ain p,opmy subjec:t ID sei2we und« 
provisions afSoc:tion I 7-ll-140, 1976 Codo of Laws of South Carolina, as amended, is localed on the followin11 premise, 
in lhia County: 

DESCRJPTION OF PROPEll'TY SOUOHT 
Any and all Wall Posts, m mend requests and 
communication data th accounta be 

2011. 

'Facebook 

, Jamee Michael B'useey hrle1Dpher 
and WIiiiam Blake fDOB ) !Mtween ttl9 dalN of May 20. 2011 and July 14, 

DESCRIPTION OF PREMISES (PERSON, PLACE OR TiflNO) 
TO BE S£ARCHED 

Security/Cuatodlan of Records 
Fm 850 844 3229 

Rs.ASON FOR AFFIANT'S BELIEF TIV.T THI! 
PROPERn' SOUGHT IS ON THE SUBJECT PR£M.ISl!S 

@ -.,..._~.,..,..,..~~-=-----,,.,......,,,,,,......,,,~..,.._---=-=-:--:---=--=---,.--.,...,.....,,---
0n May 231 2011 the Alken Coun\Y Sheriff's Office locaflld Markell Griggs deceased behind 
A wooden fence on Cherokee Dr. auff9rfng from what appeared ID be a gun shot wound. 
An lnfannant has provldecl credible Information identifying WIHlam Blake._.. the perpetrator. 
On JulY 14, 2011 The Sheriff'• Office received a recorded Stattrnent from the lnfonnant atatlng 
that Michael Bellamr, Jllffl89 Ammrort91 Michael Bl.laaey and WIiiiam stake and ChrtaCapfler 
Isom were dlacu•lng the murder on l'acebook, Throup a cunso,y aean:11 of Fae.book It hae 
Seen de119nnlned that these Individual• are linked • friende or family and the lnfonnatlon 
Sou9ht le aet 1D pr1'#911e, Thia Information le nMded to furdler corroborata the Informant 
Statament. 
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in Augusta which Easter pointed out. She stated that Isom and Blake peeled off the decals 
because Blake stated he was going to get the car painted. 1/0 obtained a recorded statement. 

1/0 closed this case by offender arrest. This case is still pending the result§ pf a QHya1~ / 
~ firearms analysis of the projectile recovered from the body of Grigas and a cell phone analy~•.S_ of / 
Toole's cell phone. - ·· - ~ · · ·· ·· · · · -=-t 

' ~ I 
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• 
at the motel. At approx. 101 min in to the interview Toole stated that Easter probably put the guns 
into the river at the state line. When asked why or how she knows she stated she and Easter had 
a conversation about what to do with the two guns when she was released on bond from the 
armed robbery. The conversation took place through text messages. 

September 13, 2011 
1/0 conducted an interview with Toole at the Aiken County Sheriff's Office CID office. She 
restated in a recorded statement everything she stated to Inv. Langford. She described the rifle 
as old looking wooden and dark. She stated Blake referred lo it as a "chopper". 

September 14, 2011 
1/0 obtained warrants on Blake:M-008546 Murder, M-008547 Poss. Weapon during commission 
of a violent crime, M-008549 Attempted Armed Robbery. Isom: M-008548 accessory after the 
fact. Bibbs: M-0085!i0 Misprison of a Felony. Biake & lsom's warrants were served by SSG 
Fischer of the Aiken County Sheriffs Office Detention Center. Lt. Fleurry served Bibbs' warrant. 

< 
1/0 received a SLED report stating potential DNA Evidence was recovered from the pants an~-
short pockets of Griggs. F 

September 16, 2011 
1/0 received a phone call from Nicole Lagrange. She stated she recognized Blake on TV as a 
man that Griggs purchased a car stereo from whey they lived over on Lighthouse Ln. She stated 
Grigg's owed him twenty dollars for the stereo but never paid him. 

September 23, 2011 
1/0 met Bibbs at the Detention Center at his request, which was sent through a phone call from his 
girlfriend. He stated after waiving Miranda that he was innocent and that his baby momma 
Chastity set him up with the drugs and that he don't sell drugs. 

September 28, 2011 
1/0 seized Toole's phone pursuant to a search warrant. The sim card was missing and Toole 
stated her daughter was playing with the phone and lostthe Cclrd .. !/0 .tumed the phone into be 
sent to SLEDfor"a'i1alysis in an attempt to recover the deleted text messages. 

O-~tober 10, 2011 
1/0 was notified that a chrome revolver was discovered at  Rd, the residence of 
Rebecca Easter's parents. Samuel Easter stated he found the gun by accident in the upstairs 
storage of his garage while looking for other items. Mr. Easter stated Rebecca stated when he 
called her that she had found it in her house under the mattress after Blake was arrested and did 
not know what to do with it. She also stated that she hid it there. Before 1/0 could leave Mr. 
Easter stated Rebecca requested to speak with 1/0 as long as he could be present. 1/0 agreed. 

Eater arrived at the CID office. She staled in an interview that Blake told her Isom was the , 
er and that Isom had revious lem with Bit,b .b fore. She stated Blake had buried the 

rifle under a window at his mo s ouse on Pine Log Rd~ She stated a guy named "G" dug it up 
and took ii to a house in Augusta where he was supposed to take it apart and throw it in the river. 
She gave him a ride to pick it up and take it to Augusta. The house is located at  Rd. 
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CASE· 
NCIC 

AGENCY I. D. 
SC0020000 

SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT 111-032828 IITJ 
D 
D 

ORIGINAL w SUPPLEMENTAL 
REPORT REPORT 

MODIFIES r;, CASE STATUS 
ORIGINAL L!...J CHANGE 

lncidcn1 Type Death Investigation 

Victim's Name Markes Griggs 

D ADDITIONAL D VICTIMS 

D ADDITIONAL D OFFENDERS 

Subjc:ct Name: 

May 24, 2011 
1/0 received this case for investigation. 

 23, 2011) 

ADDITIONAL 
STOLEN PROPERTY Page of l,S' Pages 
ADDITIONAL 
RECOVERED 
PROPERTY 

0..:: 5/23/11 Time 2355 

William Blake, Christopher Isom 

1/0 was dispatched to  Hwy for a shooting incident which resulted in the 
death of a man later identified as Markes Griggs. While enroute 1/0 was rerouted to the Circle K 
gestation on Jefferson Davis Hwy. 1/0 was informed that a potential witnesses to the shooting incident 
were located there. 

1/0 arrived at Hwy. Upon arrival 1/0 met with Dep. Egan who informed 1/0 
that the female Stephanie Michelle Epperly and Jay Wright, her boyfriend, were being questioned 
because they were called to the incident location by Travis Bibbs who was with the victim when he was 
shot. 

1/0 questioned Epperly and she stated that her boyfriend received a call from Bibbs stating he 
needed him to come get him. Epperly stated Wright did not have a license so she drove. Epperly stated 
that she and her boyfriend met Bibbs at the Kozy Kort Motel they went with him to look for his cell phone. 
Epperly stated that while out there a deputy met them and Bibbs Gave a Statement. She th~IJ stated 
that they \Y8r~r~leased and from there she took him to a house on Apache Ln. and then they went to a 
house on Carolina Sprin9.s Rd.!_ to g!Y!!. ari§tfier lorlividrlal a ride. She stated that is when she received a 
call to bring Bibbs back to the Incident location. After droppingllim off in the area she left only to be 
stopped at the Circle K. 1/0 escorted Epperly back to the incident location where she gave a written ~ 
~tatGmSi1l. Jay· i/w'rioht al&u gc1ve a wriiien stateinent statina Bibbs caiied him ior i ride. - - -

1/0 spoke to Bibbs who was sitting in the back of a patrol car. Bibbs stated in an emotional state 
~, , • l that he and Cool Breeze identified as Markes Griggs were walking down Cherokee Dr. when two black 

•· mafes Id them to et their hands out of their ockets. Bibbs then stated he and 
Cool Breeze took off running in d rent directions which him he hea~ lwo shots. Bibbs stated he ran to 
a friend's house to use the phone because he dropped his. When questioned further about the location 
from which he and Griggs came from he stated they were at Nick's House, Nick was Identified as . . . . . . 

SUBJECT IDENTIFIED SUBJECT LOCATED 

Yf.S GJ NOD YES GJ NOD 
R<ason Fot Excq,lional Clunlncc □ Offender Death No Proscc 

REPORTING OFFICER DATE UNITO 

L. WI in 5637 

EJC-Cl.EAJt.ED UNDER II 

EX-ct.EARED 11.-. OVER 

Victim Declines Coopcration ouvcnilc No C~ody 
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couple fights with a guy nam~. "Face' from the va~. 1/0 obtained an a~dio st~tementJmm 
tagrange. -· · ··· · .,.:-· 

110 met Moorer at the Sheriffs Office. She stated she heard that Travis Bibbs had a friend named 
Mike Wideman staying at the Kozy Kort Motel. 
1/0 submitted a request for taped evidence for 911 calls. 1/0 obtained the phone number for the 
first 911 caller report shots fired which was (803)226-3957. 

May 25, 2011 

1/0 obtained information that Cingular Wireless is the service provider for the 803-226-3957 
number that called 911 anonymously. Inv. Savell called the number and Stacey Herron  
o>nswere.d and stated she did not cafl 911. 

Inv. Savell and 1/0 arrived at the Kozy Kort to look for Mike Wideman. While at the Kozy Kort 1/0 
made contact with Bibbs. 1/0 gave Bibbs a ride to the office for an interview. 

Once at the Aiken County Sheritrs Office CID office, Bibbs waived his Miranda rights and stated 
he and "Cool Breeze' (Griggs) were walking down Cherokee Dr. after Bibbs had asked Griggs to 
walk with him. Bibbs stated he saw the car with the door propped open and when it pulled up the 
passenger door swung open and the front passenger had in his possession what Bibbs stated 
was a shotgun. Bibbs said the passenger told them "Put your mother fucking hands up nigga•. 
Bibbs stated that at that time he and cool breeze pushed the gun out the way so that they could 
run. Bibbs stated he did not go back to the scene looking for cool breeze because he was only 
iooking out for himself. He stated he got a ride after making a phone call to Stephanie Epperly 
and Jay Wright from an unknown person's cell phone at the Kozy Kort. Bibbs stated tj1at earlier 
that day he was with Trent Nichols until 6J11!1. After..!hithe was at his cousin's.house, Nicholas 
Washington, on Limping Dog Ln. . . . 

l.'l~- §~~~II ~11.(l_ llQ....venl!1a(,I,( to tt1tu,r:ime.s~oe .. ii!nd..while searchin,9 th~ SC?9ne for ~ny additional. 
~~.nmtMichola pulled up.ru wbikt,Mjt,mhn;bi I eoce(,.. H~~~ted a phone number ti;, 
!(affic co, 1ct for.a 1icket he haa,, llO.:otated he needed to talk.ta him and he asked about what. l/0 
_!!tated the m,1,m:fer that happened here and he. replied J don't know nothing about no murder. 1/0 
said we n,-1 io verify so,neon"1 else's s!•:>ry and he st,,tec! Trav was with me all day until six then 
~~ . 

1/0 made contact with Nicholas Washington. While waiting for Washington to open the door 
Nichols pulled up in a yard two trailers down. Washington came to the door holding a phone. 1/0 
asked who you talking to? He stated his cousin Trent. At the same time Inv. Savell made contact 
with Nichols who was sitting on his phone with Washington. Washington stated to 1/0 that Bibbs 
& Griggs were at his place until about 1130-1200. 1/0 asked until when? He repeated 1130-1200. 

Inv. Savell & 1/0 went to the Kozy Kort. 1/0 was informed that the cameras in office are just for 
show and that there is no video. 1/0 met with Bibbs at his room and confronted him about Nichols 
and Nicholas and he became defensive -$,µilir,g that he was the victim, yelling at 1/0 and that if 
anyone tried to kill him he would not hesitate to kill them first. 
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tattoo. 
1/0 entered the crime scene to observe where the victim lay in relation to where the shooting 
incident took place according to Bibbs. 

May 24, 2011 
Inv. Savell responded and while at the crime scene made contact with a bystander named 
Nicholas Turner. Turner stated that he stayed in room 133 at the Royal Inn and that the reason 
he was outside was because one of his neighbors told him the police were outside running his tag 
on his vehicle. When asked did he know Cool Breeze he stated no. He stated two black dudes 
came to his room a few days ago and one got a tattoo. Turner stated the two same black dudes 
came back earlier in the day to get some tattoo ointment for the new tattoo. He stated he did not 
know their names. 

Inv. Savell & 1/0 then interviewed Turners girlfriend Emily Augenstein. Emily steted one o! t~c 
guy's names was ·o· and the other was "Jungle". Augenstein stated D got a tattoo on Saturday 
and that jungle had actually spent the night with her and her boyfriend. 

Inv. Savell & 1/0 returned to the crime scene and met with the Coroner's Office. While discussing 
infonnation about the case, Tamara Moorer arrived on scene. She stated she heard that her 
nephew was shot. She stated she takes care of Griggs mother Cynthia Thompson. Using photos 
in Tamara's possession the victim was identified. She stated he called her from a 717-507-0624 
number. 

Inv. Savell, Inv. Johnson returned to the incident location and met with the Coroner's Office. 
White discussing the investigation Tamra Moorer arrived on scene. She stated she heard that her 
nephew was shot. She stated she takes care of Grigg's Mother, Cynthia Thompson. Using 
photographs in Moorer's possession the victim was identified as Markes Griggs. She stated he 
called her from a 717-507-6624 number earlier. 

1/0 observed as the victim was being prepped for transport. A SC ID card with the name Markes 
Griggs on its face was found on the victim's person. The victim had one of his pockets on his 
second layer athletic shorts pulled out. In his socks, plastic bags with large white chunks later 
identified as crack cocaine (Through laboratory examination) were located. 

Inv. Savell & 1/0 re!urnPd to room 13::', at the Royal l .. n. Upvn subsequent questioning of 
Augenstein & Turner it was discovered that Griggs had been staying with them for a few days, if 
not a week. His payment was helping out with the food. 1£0 located a book bag which belonged to 
the victim inside the room. Inv. Johnson came and collected the bag. \ • 

1/0 went to the Bait & Tackle which is the store located at the incident location. The security 
systerp did not catch the murder. It did catch a vehicle turning around in the parking lot around 
the time of the shooting incident. 1/0 made arraignments to go back and obtain a copy of the 
foota9e. _ · --- --- ···· · I~ 

Inv. SaveU and 1/0 conducted an interview with Nicole Lagrange the ex- girlfriend of Griggs. She 
stated she caught Griggs smoking crack a while back, She also stated he received a check from 
his school which he cashed and gave her some money for bills and bought their child some 
diapers and other items. She stated she he seven hundred in cash on him and called her a few 
days later stating he was broke. Lagrange stated Grigg's had mentioned to her that he got into a 

- - ~. --
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Inv. Savell & 1/0 met Nicole Lagrange at the vocational rehabilitation office on York St. She stated 
in a statement that she did not know anyorie who would want to hurt Griggs. She did restate 
Griggs told her he was in a couple of fights with a guy named "Face· identified as Tracy Simms. 
She stated when she texted everyone in her phone about Griggs, she got a reply message from 
Nick stati after he left av called me like 15 minutes later .. · me y 
ust tned to ki - . Lagrange also sta d - at nggs ~ a check from schootfor one thousand 
ollars on the 19111

• She stated that he cashed it and gave her two hundred for utilities and bought 
some baby items for their daughter. She said on the 20th he was broke. 

May 26, 2011 

.. //0 obtained two search warrants one for Bibbs phone and the other was for Bibbs cell phone 
'- records. 1/0 faxed Straight Talk the search warrant to the number obtained from the customer 

service manager. Both were issued by Judge Insley. 

1/0 met Tanya Louge at her residence. She stated she had no knowledge of the murder. All she 
knew was that she got a call from a Deputy that night looking for Travis Bibbs. She stated Travis 
called her stating he almost got shot. 

1/0 attempted to locate Louge at her residence and had negative results. 

1/0 met Lagrange at her job. She stated she would come up to the office to talk again at 3pm. 
Lagrange never showed up. 

\ 1/0 contacted Straight talk to verify receipt of the search warrant. 1/0 conducted a search of Bibbs 
Phone pursuant to the search warrant obtained through Judge Insley. 

1/0 was notified by SSG Eagerton that there was a second 911 call from the night of the shooting. 
Mic~el Gay-of  Dr. stated he heard two shots and saw a car speed off. 1/0 
conducted a neighborhood canvas'starting with  Dr. 1/0 met with KathleenY"once 
DOB: 5~ife of Michael Gay, she stated she heard two shots and then looked out the 
window and ~ a /small _ White car possibly four doors s~ed away down Cherokee towards 
Apache Ln. Mrs. Yonce said her husband and their Neighbors from  Avenue were all 
in the living room. Jennifer & Jimmy Wilson. 1/0 made contact at  Dr. and spoke to 
Kathy Tuffs who stated she did not hear or see anything. 110 ma:le contact with Marty Evans at 

 Dr. He stated he did not hear or see anything. 1/0 made contact with Phyllis Rene 
Hall at  Dr. she stated she heard 2 or 3 shots. 

1/0 received a call from dispatch stating that Michael Gay called for 1/0. Gay was patched to 1/0 
and stated over the phone that after the two shots he grabbed his pistol and stepped out on to his 
front porch. He stated he(ilise~, a white car sgeed off towc![ds Ap91?9-e Ln. He further stated 
after the vehicle sped off two black JTlales were speed walk.i!Jg down_ Cherokee Dr. toward Apache 
Ln. border line running. He stfiled oneiiad dreds along with broad shoulders built with a gut and 
about 510 in Height. Gay stated he would be able to pick them out of a photo line up. 

May 27, 2011 

Inv. Savell and 1/0 met Michael Gay at the gas Station at t~e comer of Ascauga Lake Rd. and 
Hwy 25. Gay was shown a lineup of Bibbs and Washington. He could not identify either as one of 
the individuals he saw running down the street. 
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1/0 interviewed Ronald Johnson QOB· , at the first trailer on the right on Dogwood Dr. He 
stated that Griggs had stayed with him one night the previous week. He also stated he saw him in 
the area every now and then and that Griggs was a nice guy. 

Inv. Savell and 1/0 re-interviewed Nicole Lagrange at the Sheriffs Office. Previously 1/0 had 
received a phone call from a woman named Rebecca. She stated Lagrange was not being 
truthful about knowing someone who would want to hurt Griggs. 1/0 was informed that Griggs 
arrived at Lagrange's home while another male later identified as Ricardo Newell DOB , was 
present. 1/0 was told by Rebecca that Griggs jumped on Newell. Rebecca stated that Griggs 
used her phone to apologize to Lagrange and he stated "I'm sorry" in a text message. Lagrange 
replied back "Its not me you have to worry about it's him and his family". When Lagrange was 
confronted with this she beqan to cry and stated she was just upset and did not mean it. 

1/0 located Trent Nichols and Nicholas Washington at Washington's home. 1/0 informed them 
that statements were needed as to confirm Bibb's whereabouts on the day of the shooting. They 
stated they would come up to the Sheriffs Office at 3pm. 

June 1, 2011 
l/O had a message from Lagrange. She stated on call back that Griggs called her at 1004 the 
night of his killing from 803-257-0696 per her AT&T Call Records. She stated she called it back 
and a guy named "Skeet" answered the phone and upon being informed the Griggs was killed he 
stated "Oh no that's my brother" Lagrange stated she gave him the time of his funeral but he tried 
to keep it short. Then he hung up. 

l/O made contact with Trent Nichols at  Drive in North Augusta. 1/0 asked him for 
consent to search his vehicle which he gave signing consent to search form. Inv. Johnson and Lt. 
Adams responded and processed the vehicle. Nichols was asked if he knew who skeet was and 
he said yes. Skeet real name is something like Zaiara, pronounced Zi-air. 1/0 located a Zaiara D. 
Smith in Sheriffs Office records with an address of  Ln. in North Augusta. 

1/0 attempted to make contact with Skeeter at his residence and had negative results. 1/0 spoke 
to an anonymous juvenile who stated that the teenage boy, who lives at  Ln., she 
on!y knew him as Skeeter. 

1/0 received a call from David Watson D,Ol3; ,P~: !3(13-646-520. He stated on May 29"', he 
received a text message from ~stity Aspinwall who stated in her t@lrt message, !hat ib@ hjd 
shot someone. She stated she was on her porch and someone fired some shots in the area and 
the person she shot stumbled and got back up to run after stumbling. She did not offer any further 
details in the shooting. 1/0 took photographs of the text messages. Aspinwall lives somewti,re 
off Cherokee Dr. 

l/O was notified to contact Inv. Chris Langford with Richmond County Sheriffs Office. He stated 
he's got arQn~~~ who lives in Aiken County who gave him information about a murder in 
Augusta as weas one on Cherokee Dr. in N. Augusta. The informant stated to Langford that 
William Blake Ill was a folk gang member and that the night of Griggs murder a white male named 
Travis Moore was with him and Moore got away. Two days later Moore was gunned down in 
Augusta by Blake. Blake is said to be using an AK. for Griggs murder. The informant told Inv. 
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Langford that Blake is running reckless and that there was no motive for Griggs murder. Langford 
stated his murder appeared to have been a robbery gone bad as well. Langford stated Blake lives 
on Carolina Springs Rd@ Loraine Dr.  and drives a,b!Jrgundy iptrepid. Blake has a phone 
# of 803-979-1292. Blake DOB . Inv. Langford stated also that Blake peeled Betty Boop 
stickers of the car to conceal the vehicles identity. 

June 2, 2011 
1/0 canvassed Cherokee Dr. for Chasity Aspenwall near the incident location. 1/0 spoke w/ 
several home owners none of which knew her. While canvassing 1/0 called Aspenwall several 
times, none of which she answered. 

1/0 located a trailer park on lighthouse Ln. 119 did not observe a burgundy intrepid. 1/0 spoke a 
resident who stated he did not know Willialll_ Blake but a lot of young people hung out at a trailer in 
the middle of the park. 110 spike to another resident who stated only elderly people lived in the 
neighborhood. 1/0 spoke to a third witness who stated a guy named Will live in trailer 23. Prior to 
I/O's departure from the trailer park a burgundy Chrysler older model which resembled a Dodge 
Intrepid, pull into the parking spot in front of trailer 23. A white female later identified as Rebecca 
Easter, exited the vehicle with a small female chfld. 1/0 photographed the vehicle. The tag on the 
vehicle was  South Carolina. The vehicle came back registered to Rebecca Easter of 

 Rd Aiken Rd. 

1/0 canvassed the Knights Inn. on Washington Rd for Bibbs who was not able to be contacted at 
his last known location or phone number. 1/0 was informed prior that Bibbs left the Kozy Kort and 
when to the Knights Inn. on Washington Rd. 

June 6, 2011 
1/0 made contact at  Rd. Bibbs was not home but Sheila Bibbs was present. She 
stated that Bibbs had spent the previous week there and that he was at an unknown location. She 
called him and 1/0 spoke to him via telephone. 1/0 informed Bibbs that there was a polygraph 
scheduled for Wednesday June 8 at 1300 hrs. He stated he could be reached at 803-341-5234. 

1/0 attempted contact with Epperly at  Dr and had negative contact. 

( 
1/0 met with Tamara Moorer and other family members of the victim. 1/0 was informed that <,~ ~ another relative of Griggs. ~aunt, Bennir, !W9'5eto Bibb~on thf;l phone. Bibbs asked her if he_ 

...,. 

@U!Q. .. Kee? lhe .. libirtlh;,;,t Griggs a on pn ._... .. _. § 9.. r so stated bi:twas not · 
1or hrs phone tti,~tniaht but a rum. J/0 obtained contact informa on or nnre. 

1/0 met with the owner of the #1 Fish & Tackle and attempted to copy the security footage from 
the night of the killing. 

June 7, 2011 
1/0 located phone# 803-719-0577, a number that appeared in Bibbs Call logs, in Lexus Nexus as 
belonging to Tina Marie Roton. 

1/0 made contact with Roton at  St. Apt B. When asked why her phone # called 
Bibbs she stated to check on him. She went on to say that she met Bibbs through his baby mama 
Chasity who lived in Apt E. She did not know Chasity's last name. 
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1/0 made contact with Epperly at her residence on Matlow Dr. 1/0 requested Epperly give an 
escort to where she drove Bibbs to after she picked him up the night of the shooting. She stated 
she went to a trailer first off of Apachein~ whichJs_Nick W11§tii_ngton's residence off of Limping 
Dog Lo. Then she stated she took him to Carolina Springs Rd. She instructed 1/0 to go to the 
end of Old Aiken Rd. toward Carolina Springs Rd. Once there Epperly pointed 1Q \he trajler park to 
the left and said I ark .... hind that re C · The trailer ark sits o · hthouse Ln. She 

1 b$ g1>t out and s '"'~~ le at t e aI · c and then ibbs 
-wa aroun e a o e raI ne raI er ich is marked by a Georgia 

Flag and "23". Epperly said that nQ one was home like at Washington's residence and that is 
when Bibb's was called back to the scene. J/0 obtained a recorded statement from Epi,erly to 
these facts. · 

110 met Vivian Preston Dob: , Bennie, at the South Gate shopping center in Augusta Ga. 
She gave a recorded statement stating that Bibbs asked if he could keep the shirt that Griggs was 
wearing from earlier that night. She stated she told him yes. He wanted it to remember Griggs 
by. He also stated to Preston that He wasn't looking for his phone but a gun he had. 

June 8, 2011 
1/0 met with Tina Roton and showed her a picture of Chasity Aspinwall. She stated that was not 
the Chasity that Bibbs had a baby by. Roton also stated she saw Bibbs the previous night at the 
Rainbow Motel. 

1/0 attempted contact with Bibbs in reference to his scheduled polygraph; however, the number he 
gave went straight to voicemail. 

1/0 made contact with Sheila Bibbs at her residence. Upon arrival she was talking lo Bibbs on the 
phone. 1/0 spoke to. him and he was hesitant about a polygraph. 1/0 asked for a location to pick 
him up and he stated he was in New Hope and gave a number of 803-257-6059. , ~ \ L ! -t ><: · 

1/0 arrived in New hope and called Bibbs. He stated he was preparing to leave to go to the 
hospital because his friend's motorcycle fell on his hand. 1/0 informed him that he could he a ride 
after his interview to the hospital. 

Bibbs & !10 arrived at the CIO office. Inv. Platt administered a poly~raph to Bibbs. Inv. Platt 
advised that deception was detected during the polygraph. 

Inv. Savell & 1/0 conducted an immediate interview of Bibbs following his polygraph in reference 
to his participation in the robbery and shooting death of Griggs. When asked to recall where he 
was given a ride to after he was shot at, ~ibbs §lated Epperjy gave hirn,a_ cid(!JQ Iiqa Roton's., 1,.,. 
house on.C rtine • (E erl stated to Inv .. Wi r · · · · ·. · .s . ave Bibbs a 

e t .. · ' . _ . . . .... . . . . s Rd ~ibbs fe_ . . !allied 
9.QiQ9 aQYW1eI!!J2!1LR<>!QJi§.JlQuse. He became irate and defensive t at he was confronted on 
1fiis changeTn his story. (Billbsstated in a previous interview on 5125/11 that he went to 
Washington's house after being released.) Bibbs stated he did not wish to i,ay anything else. After 
the interview he stated he no longer needed to go to the hospital for his hand. 

' 

June 9, 2011 
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Inv. Savell & 1/0 attempted to locate "Skeeter" aka Zaiara Smith at  Ln. and had 
negative contact. A neighbor stated he had not seen him in two weeks. 

1/0 attempted to locate Trent Nichols at his residence and had negative contact at  
Dr. 

1/0 attempted to locate William Blake at his residence. A neighbor stated he left the previous 
afternoon and has not returned. 1/0 attempted to locate Washington at his residence on Limping 
Dog Ln. 1/0 had negative contact. 

1/0 sub"l.itted a DNA anl:!lysis r!zluest to SLED for Griggs two pair of shorts. 

June 13, 2011 
lfC me: Eppe,1y at hE.r residence. She staied ihat she received a threatening message from Bibbs 
that she better watch her back. She also stated Washington was arrested by RCS0 for trafficking 
drugs. 

June 14, 2011 
Inv. Savell & 1/0 conducted an interview with William Blake Ill. After waiving Miranda Blake stated 
that he did not know Travis Bibbs, Nichols or Washington. He stated he did not know anything 
about any murder. When he was told he was said to be the shooter he stated "Fuck ya'II tame me 
back to my cell.• 

Inv. Savell & 1/0 arrived at the RCS0 detention center on Phinisy Rd. in Augusta Ga. Washington 
stated after waiving Miranda that he did not know anything. He stated he knew Blake through his 
girlfriend's sister. He admitted to knowing Blake after being confronted with the fact that his 
girlfriend drove Blake to attempt to shoot Bibbs on Euclid St. in North Augusta. NAPS 
documented the case on 11-022282. He gave no new information. 

June 17, 2011 
1/0 conducted an interview with Nicole Deween 1(1'3/81. She stated she was Blake's ex-girlfriend 
and had a baby by him. She stated he has several guns including a .380 which he stole from her. 

1/0 was notified by Lt. Fleurry that an officer with Hephzibah PD had information concerning the 
death of Murkes Griggs. 

1/0 was informed by Wayne Newsome had called Hephzibah PD in reference to his Step 
Daughter. 

, ;, I · A<-~~by plu1nea.1Dai3411iM We etated on the phonetnat his step 
· :ug!JterJQ!d bim U:lat a guy told her he killed a guy on Cherokee Dr. in Clearwater. Newsome 

.•.ffliEi;;huy's name was Joseph Lee Storey. Storey stated to Kimberly Reddick aka Kimberly 
Mytm,;Newsome's Step Daughter that he ran up on "Griggs and pulled in a~r~hjle he fought to 
keeJ! nit,, .. o. :a1 St.orey shot him. Accoa:ding to Newsome Stor!!y pcim,~ /J~.al)(laI:!owMJll~ick 
a t..ag t,f !Jlotmy clothing and tne pistol that was used. 1/0 informed Newsome that an interview 
-.iieaded with Reddick and he stated he would call when he SSY(tler again to set up a meel/ng. 

~· , ' 

June 21, 2011 
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1/0 spoke to Newsome; he stated he still has not had contact with Reddick. He stated Riddick's 
husband Billy Myers had spoken to law enforcement. He gave contact number of 708-798-2128. 

June 22, 2011 
1/0 conducted an interview with Nichols at the CID office. He stated Bibb's was with him until 
about 8 pm the evening of the shooting. He stated he later heard Griggs was shot. 

• 1/0 received a call from Billy Myers. He stated the guy bragging to his wife was Ronald Johnson. 

July 8, 2011 
1/0 received a fax from AT & T pursuant to a search warrant. The fax indicated that the phone 
number 803-295-6869 belonged to Sara Franklin. 

July 12, 2011 
1/0 received a request from an inmate named Kegan Murray to talk in reference to some 
information he had about a murder on Cherokee Dr. ·, --1/0 arrived at the Aiken County Detention Center and met with ~egan Murray. Murray stated that 
he heard Blake was in the car with a "white dude" named Michael. They were driving and saw two 
dudes walking & told Michael to tum around. Michael turns the vehicle around and that is when 
Blake opened the door and pointed the guri and one of the guys walking attempted to grab the 
gun and black fired the gun. The two guys split up running in opposite directions. One attempted 
to hop a fence and that is when Blake shot him;,:: Murray stated the two suspects returned to 
Blake's house and Blake peeled off Betty Boop' Stickers to disguise the purple car. Murray stated 
he over~ two inmates talking about it. One of the guys, Michael met up with Blake at bond 
court. Murray also stated the gun was over in Augusta Ga. somewhere. 

1/0 learned through inpursuit that Michael Bellamy, Grio Sapp and William Blake were all charged 
by North Augusta P.S. with Grand larceny for what appeared to be the same case. 

July 13, 2011 
1/0 received another interview request from Murray. He stated that he had information from Chris 
Isom about the murder. Murray stated that he spoke to Isom who told him that Blake bought the 
rifle from a guy named "Flip". who was later identified es Carey Hawkins. and that Bellamy, Big 
Jimmy and Mike Bussey were talking about the murder on facebook. He also stated Isom said the 
gun was in a house behind a store on Sand Bar Ferry Rd. in Augusta. Murray also stated Isom 
said he knows where it is. 1/0 obtained a recorded statement from Murray. 

1/0 localed Big Jimmy on facebook as James Armstrong who is on facebook with a red scarf on 
his face and neck. He has a FL DL . 

July 14, 2011 
Inv. Savell & 1/0 conducted a third interview with Murray at the CID office. On this interview he 
stated he has since learned that Isom was the driver of the suspect vehicle and that the rifle used 
was like a .303 or .305 with a clip that holds like 12 rounds. 

July 15, 2011 
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Inv. Savell & 1/0 conducted an interview with Christopher Isom along with his attorney Andy 
Anderson present at the CID office. Isom waived Miranda and stated that he was at the trailer~ 
next door to Blake's re arin to move in when Blake came and got liim and told him to take hi 
tofus mother's house to put the rifle up. While driving own ero ee r. ees e two 

I victims walking and attempts to rob them. Isom stated one of the guys grabs the barrel of the rifle:" 
~ t/ 1 _and then it goes off. ~ext the two guys split up and Blake took aim at too victim who attempted to 
~ .(, climb the fence and fired again. Isom stated "I never heard anyone ever make a soun.<! like that' 
G'~ refereeing to Griggs getting shot. Isom stated they drove back to Blake's house and Blake peeled 

off the Betty Boop Slickers because he was afraid that the video came~ at the #1 Bait and 
Tackle saw~ Is tated he called his mother to come et him. Isom conflnned that the 

~ ✓ conversations on Facebook Occurred Isom stated t at previously they ad shot the gun in a field 
· ..<tJ off of Powerhouse Rd. Isom stated th vehicle used was Blake's girlfriend's car which was ;-&IJr' identified as a burgundy-like Chrysler  South Carolina belonging to Rabecca Easter. 

(ti Isom gave an escort to t~. 1/0 stated Blake policed up his brass after shooting. A search of 
the field was conducted by Lt. Fleurry, Inv. Savell and 1/0, whi;!).ba~ llegati~ f!&Ultslor i;my shell 
casings. Isom stated the rifle was purchased from Flip. • · -- · 

/isom performed a re-enactment of the shooting which was recorded by Inv. Watts. • 
_),"/ . 

. ef;,'(11 1/0 obtained a search warrant from Judge Insley for Easter's 1998 Chrysler Cirrus  
/.;t' South Carolina. ) t -Esters vehicle was located at  Rd. at Blake's parent's house. The v,hicle was seizea 

and towed to the Aiken County Sheriff's Office forensics garage by Wayne's automotive. _Easter , 1/ 
_ gave a recorded statement saying she never seen Blake with a rifle of any kind and that she does 
not allow guns in her home. i · --- --- · · 

July 18, 2011 
1/0 attempted to locate Sara Franklin at her residence on Cardiff St. in Pepperidge Subdivision in 
Augusta Ga. 1/0 had negative contact. 

July 19, 2011 
1/0 located Carey Hawkins aka "Flip" at Kirkland Correction/3I lnstitl.'te in Columbia SC. 

1/0 attempted contact with Sara Franklin at another address of  Rd. 1/0 made 
contact with Franklin's Daughter Pamela Dukes 803-474-2767 DOB: . She stated that her 
mother did live on Cardiff St. in Augusta. 1/0 left a business card for Franklin with Dukes. 

~~ Inv. Savell & 1/0 made contact with Toni Miles at  Rd. She stat~ she was the 
(,)~ common law wife of Carey Hawkins Jr. She stated Carey had battered her because he was off 

\ his medication which was why he was in jail. Mil s w.as asked was Blake ever seen with a rifle 
. and she stated 0Q. He only carried a .357 on Is person. 1/0 inquired a out a .3 a iber rifle 
~ and she stated 110, but she owned a .303 British high powered rifle. 1/0 attempted to correct her 

and stated a .308 cal and she said no, a .303 British high powered rifle. 1/0 asked where the rifle 
was and she stated she did not know because she just got out of the hospital. She spent almost 
two months in the hospital suffering from multiple heart attacks. She stated she had two live 
rounds in the trash can. She signed over the rounds to 1/0 on a property receipt. 1/0 also got 
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\ 
consent to search the property for a spent shell casing from the rifle. Miles stated she saw Blake .· 
handle the rifle but has not seen him shoot it. She stated Hawkins has shot ff off the back porch 
before. 1/o obtained a recorded statement from Miles. Miles purchased the gun form a dealer 

- named Mr. Leon. 
July 20, 2011 

Inv. Savell & 1/0 made contact with Hawkins at the Kirkland Correctional Institute. Hawkins stated 
'i' in an interview that B!ake spoke to him for a while at Aiken County Detention Center about the 

-~/ Sheriff's Office coming to talk to him about a robbery. He stated he never spoke about a murder. 
(<' ~ When asked why he stopped associating with Blake he stated Chris Isom. They were into some 

,,f / bad stuff 1/0 asked about Miles .303 rifle Hawkins stated that he and Blake had shot if off of h!!, 
-"' back porch one tim~. but for some reason Blake picked up all the cartridges. Hawkins slated he 

\ asked why Blake replied in case anything ever happened there wouldn't be any evidence. 
Hawkir,s then stated that arourd mid April, early May Blake came over and walked in and out with 
the .303 rifle and said I'm taking this. Hawkins stated Blake pu_t the rifle iri a pyrple car with Betty 
Boop Stickers on the back windshield. Hawkins stated the magazines were small and held 
approx. seven rounds to his knowledge. Hawkins described Brown wood handle and stock with 
black barrel. He stated he saw Blake with a small 9mm which Blake stated he took from Nicole 
Dween around Feb. or March. 1/0 obtained a recorded st;derneRt. 

July 21, 2011 
Rebecca Easter arrived at the CID office to pick up her vehicle. 1/0 attempted to interview Easter. 
She was Mirandized which she invoked. 

Inv. Savell obtained a search warrant for  Rd. The tree in miles backyard was seized • 
because there was signs on the trefl that indicate it was used for target practice. Inv. Savell & 1/0 j' 
searched for shell casings for a second time. i 

July 26, 2011 
1/0 spoke to Sara Franklin by phone. She stated she does not know Bibbs and gets messages all 
the time from wrong numbers. She cannot specifically recall Bibbs message. 

1/0 located Bibbs mother at her residence and let.a message for Bibbs. 

1/0 received a call from Bibbs and 1/0 informed him th,it Lt. Flet•ry wished to speak with him In 
person. 

July 27, 2011 
1/0 received the autopsy and toxicology report for Griggs. Griggs did have cocaine in his system. 

I 
July~.2011 ) 

1/0 obtained identifying information for Blake's phone which was seized from Easters vehicle 
during the forensic processing. 

/ · August 3, 2011 · 

< 
Lt. Fleurry & 1/0 met with Bibbs at the #1 Bait and Tackle to show him a photo line up of Blake. 
He stated the picture of Blake looked like the shooter but he coul not ositively identify him. 

· When confronted with the fact that Blake was identified as the s oo er e stated "it wasn't Will, I 
know Will". . 
· August 4, 2011 · · ,Y 
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1/0 arrived at Aiken County Detention Center to interview Cleveland Hairr who requested to speak 
to someone in reference to a murder on Cherokee Drive. 

Hairr stated on the night of murder Zachary monks told him he was present. Monks stated he was 
in a red vehicle with a female and that the police had found them at the Circle K. Hairr said monks 
stated that Red's (Griggs) death was not a robbery gone wrong but a beat down. Monk's stated 
Red had jumped on Blake's girl and that Blake had beat "Red" down and when red got up to act 
like he was going to do something a guy named Danny shot him. Zach stated that Danny, Blake, 
Smoke and a girl NFD were present. 

Hairr stated he found this out because Jerry Pitts was on the phone with his mother and his 
mother stated to him tell Zachary that the word on the street is that he was there at the Cherokee 
drive murder. Pitts confronted Monks who began to cry and worry. Monks was approached by 
Hairr and began to confide in him. 

August 5, 2011 
Lt. Fleury, Lt. Adams, Inv. Johnson & 1/0 went to the Carolina Star to split the tree recovered at 

 Rd. The search for the projectile out of same weapon used in.the murder yielded 
negative results. "' 

1/0 listened to Blake's conversations on the Jail phones. 1/0 learned that Easter had a falling out 
with a friend named Taina Cruz who worked at KFC. Cruz according to Easter posted on 
Facebook on Easter's wall that she was stupid for being with Blake and that Taina and her 
boyfriend weren't going down for murder like Easter. Easter's cell phone number was to a cell 
phone line belonging to Cruz. 
803-295-0482- Easter cell phone number. 

August 9, 2011 
1/0 met with Cruz in Aiken Bowl parking lot. Cruz stated a few months ago she received a call 
from Easter. Easter stated to her if anyone asks about my Betty Boop Stickers tefl them they were 
cracking so I took them off. Cruz replied why anyone would care. Easter stated just say that. 110 
obtained a recorded statement fmm Cruz. 

G 

1/0 lor-.ated Epperly at Ryan's in North Augusta. She stated when she went to pick up Bibbs he 
f was down Cherokee Or. r:ear Apache \A/alf:,ng towards Apache. VVhen he saw her and Jay then 
'! he started towards the vehicle. She also stated she has not seen Jay since he got in trouble for 
i driving under suspension. 

August 11, 2011 
1/0 received an interview request from Hairr. Hairr stated he heard that Nicole Lagrange was 
messing with a guy named "Coogie" who hangs out with Blake. He also stated Crystal 
Shuttlesworth was the white vehicle that was seen going down Cherokee Dr. when the shooting 
happened. Hairr also stated that the murder weapon ended up at Harrison Hardware in a U-Haul 
truck behind that store. 

August 15, 2011 
1/0 received the Facebook search warrant documents through an email. 1/0 burned them to a 
disc and attached them to the case file. No evidence was obtained through the search. 
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August 17, 2011 
1/0 located Leon Newsome at a residence in Jackson. Newsome stated he bought two .303 cal. 
Rifles through the lwanta about four years ago from a man in Grovetown Ga. He stated his son 
sold one to Bobby Snyder and the other he cannot remember who he sold it to. 

August, 23 2011 
1/0 attempted contact with Lagrange at Vocational Rehabilitation and had negative results. 1/0 
learned that she worked at Beef O Brady's on the south side of Aiken. 1/0 attempted contact at 
her residence and had negative results as well. 

1/0 arrived at Beef O Brady's and was informed I/lat Lagrange was 110 i.:mge1 emplored there. 

August 25, 2011 
1/0 received SLED lab report for the GSR kits performed on Nichols and Easter's vehicles. 
Nichols vehicle yielded no evidence of gunshot residue. Easters vehicle yielded round led 
particles which is an ingredient of gunstiot reside on the front and rear passenger headliners and 

the rear door. c-:;t 1 _ _1_ 
"J J 'i \ '[fv\""fli\ 5 

August 30, 2011 
1/0 called Lagrange in reference to information obtained from Cleveland Hairr which suggested 
Lagrange may know more about what happened then she told. 1/0 later received text messages 
from Lagrange. She st,;ited that she would not come to the office and that she did not know 
anything else about what happened. She stated she did not want to come to the office because 
she felt that she would be interrogated and she did not like that. 

September 8, 2011 
1/0 received Bibb's phone records from AT&T. 

September 9, 2011 
1/0 spoke to Lagrange on the phone. She again refused to come to the Sheriff's Office. She also 
stated she did not know who •r.oogie" was and that sl°'e never had a relationship with him. 

September 12, 2011 
1/0 was contacted by Inv. Langford of Richmond County Sheriff's Office, in Augusta Ga. He 
stated on the phone that Amanda Toole came into his office and told him everything she knew 
about Easter and Blake. She stated Easter threw the guns In the river at the state line. 1/0 
obtained a copy of that interview. 

September 13, 2011 
1/0 listened to the interview of Inv. Langford and Toole. She stated that William Blake, Michael 
Bellamy and Chris Isom are all in a gang. She stated there set name is "Murda Btocc· and that 
they are "Folk". She stated that when they would go out to clubs Bellamy, Blake and Isom would 
yell Murda Blocc. She then stated that the night of the armed robbery Easter had the pistol­
Chrome or silver revolver and a hunting gun referred to as a chopper in the house. She stated 
she had seen the rifle in the back of Easter's vehicle in the trunk around the time the boy got killed 
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at the motel. At approx. 101 min in to the interview Toole stated that Easter probably put the guns 
into the river at the state line. When asked why or how she knows she stated she and Easter had 
a conversation about what to do with the two guns when she was released on bond from the 
armed robbery. The conversation took place through text messages. 

September 13, 2011 
1/0 conducted an interview with Toole at the Aiken County Sheriff's Office CID office. She 
restated in a recorded statement everything she stated to Inv. Langford. She described the rifle 
as old looking wooden and dark. She stated Blake referred to it as a "chopper". 

September 14, 2011 
1/0 obtained warrants on Blake:M-008546 Murder, M-008547 Poss. Weapon during commission 
of a violent crime, M-008549 Attempted Armed Robbery. Isom: M-008548 accessory after the 
fact. Bibbs: M-008550 Misprison of a Felony. Blake & lsorn's warrants were served by SSG 
Fischer of the Aiken County Sheriff's Office Detention Center. Lt. Fleurry served Bibbs' warrant. 

~..J 1/0 received a SLED report stating potential DNA Evidence was recovered from the pants an~ 
, short pockets of Griggs. ~ 

September 16, 2011 
1/0 received a phone call from Nicole Lagrange. She stated she recognized Blake on TV as a 
man that Griggs purchased a car stereo from whey they lived over on Lighthouse Ln. She stated 
Grigg's owed him twenty dollars for the stereo but never paid him. 

September 23, 2011 
1/0 met Bibbs at the Detention Center at his request, which was sent through a phone call from his 
girlfriend. He stated after waiving Miranda that he was innocent and that his baby momma 
Chastity set him up with the drugs and that he don't sell drugs. 

September 28, 2011 
VO seized Toole's phone pursuant to a search warrant. The sim card was missing and Toole 
stated her daughter was playing with the phone and lost the card. 1/0 turned the phone into be 
sent to SLED for analysis in an attempt to recover the deleted text messages. 

Q.:Jtober 10, 2011 • 
1/0 was notified that a chrome revolver was discovered at  Rd, the residence of 
Rebecca Easter's parents. Samuel Easter stated he found the gun by accident in the upstairs 
storage of his garage while looking for other items. Mr. Easter stated Rebecca stated when he 
called her that she had found it In her house under the mattress after Blake was arrested and did 
not know what to do with it. She also stated that she hid it there. Before 1/0 could leave Mr. 
Easter stated Rebecca requested to speak with 1/0 as long as he could be present. 1/0 agreed. 

Eater arrived at the CID office. She stated in an interview that Blake told her Isom was the .., 
rand that Isom had revious lems with Bibbs ore. She stated Blake had buried the 

rifle under a window at his mot s ouse on Pine Log Rd. She stated a guy named "G" dug it up' 
and took it to a house in Augusta where he was supposed to take it apart and throw it in the river. 
She gave him a ride to pick it up and take it to Augusta. The house is located at  Rd. 
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in Augusta which Easter pointed out. She stated that Isom and Blake peeled off the decals 
because Blake stated he was going to get the car painted. 1/0 obtained a recorded statement. 

1/0 closed this case by offender arrest. This case is still pending the results pf a QNA eoai;c:is. !' 
irearms anal sis of the ro'ectile recovered from _th':,!>odY of Griggs and a cell phone ana ys1s of, 

,~~~~e. - ~ - '' r 
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ST A TE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
COUNTY OF AIKEN 

William H. Blake, #348497, 

Applicant, 

V. 

State of South Carolina, 

Respondent. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

) 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 
FOR THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

2012-CP-02-0374 

ORDER OF DISMISSAL 

This matter comes before the Court by way of a post-conviction relief (PCR) application 

filed on February 13, 2012 and amended on December 17, 2013. Respondent submitted its 

amended return on June 25, 2014. An evidentiary hearing into the matter was convened on 

September 8, 2015, at the Aiken County Courthouse. Applicant was present at the hearing and 

was represented by Aimee Zmroczek, Esquire. Respondent was represented by Assistant 

Attorney General Daniel Gourley of the South Carolina Attorney General's Office. 

PROCEDURAL HISTORY 

The Applicant is presently confined in the South Carolina Department of Corrections 

pursuant to orders of commitment of the Aiken County Clerk of Court. The Applicant was 

indicted at the November 201 I term of the Aiken County Grand Armed Robbery (201 l-GS-02-

01378). Applicant waived presentment to the November 2011 term of the Aiken County Grand 

Jury for Voluntary Manslaughter. Barry L. Thompson, II, Esquire, represented him. On October 

24, 2011, the Applicant entered an Alford plea as indicted. The Honorable George C. James, Jr. 

sentenced Applicant to confinement for a period of twenty-three (23) years in accordance with 

plea negotiations between Applicant and the State. 
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A notice of appeal was filed on November 2, 2011. The appeal was dismissed following 

submission of an Rule 203(d)(l )(B)(iv) Explanation filed by Applicant's counsel, stating that 

there is no "good faith basis to believe that any issues are properly before the Court of Appeals" 

and that Applicant "did not object to the sentence or file a motion to reconsider the sentence." 

The Remittitur was sent on March 2, 20 I 2. 

ALLEGATIONS 

In his current Application, Applicant alleges that he is being held in custody unlawfully 

for the following reasons: 

I. Ineffective Assistance of Counsel 
a. Failing to properly investigate 
b. Failing to explain waiving presentment of the indictment to the Grand 

Jury 
c. Failing to request a continuance and challenge the solicitor's authority 

under Langford. 
2. Involuntary Guilty Plea 

a. Due to coercion by the Solicitor's office specifically Counsel 
ineffective for failing to object to solicitor's improper vouching of 
potential witnesses against defendant. 

3. Prosecutorial Misconduct 

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY PRESENTED 

At the evidentiary hearing, Applicant testified on his own behalf. The State presented 

testimony from Barry L. Thompson, Esquire. (hereinafter "Plea Counsel") and David Miller, 

Esquire (hereinafter "Solicitor"). This Court also had before it a copy of the Aiken County 

Clerk of Court records, Applicant's South Carolina Department of Correction records, appellate 

records, the PCR application, and amended return. 

Applicant testified that he is twenty eight years old. Applicant stated that he is currently 

housed in McCormick correctional institution. Applicant stated that he was twenty three years 

old when he was arrested for the charges. Applicant stated that he was charged with armed 
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robbery and murder. Applicant stated that he entered a plea pursuant to Alford in exchange for 

the State reducing the murder charge to voluntary manslaughter. Applicant stated that he did not 

have a good understanding of what he was doing when he entered his plea under Alford. 

As it related to his armed robbery charges, Applicant stated Plea Counsel failed to 

investigate his alibi witnesses. Applicant stated that he had "no clue" whether Plea Counsel even 

spoke with his alibi witnesses. Applicant stated that Rebecca Easton, his then girlfriend, was his 

alibi witness. Applicant further stated that he requested Plea Counsel to have the .357 pistol 

swabbed for DNA. Applicant stated that he never received any DNA analysis from the weapon. 

Applicant concluded that he would have gone to trial had Plea Counsel investigated his alibi 

witnesses and sent the pistol off to SLED for DNA testing. Applicant stated that during his plea 

the State informed the court that his co-defendant was white. Yet, the victim's statement said 

that there were two black guys. Applicant stated the State alleged that he called the victim, but 

the phone records did not match. 

As it related to his murder charge, Applicant stated Plea Counsel failed to investigate 

Tina Lupe, his potential alibi witness. Applicant further stated that he never saw the video tape 

of his alleged co-defendant. Applicant stated his co-defendant allegedly re-enacted the murder. 

Applicant stated the SLED report stated that they had recovered a .308 casing. Applicant 

pointed out that the State informed the Court that the Victim was killed by a .303 caliber bullet. 

Applicant stated that he was never informed of this information prior to his plea. Applicant 

further stated that he received a lot of Brady material after his plea. Specifically, Applicant 

referenced various text messages. Applicant stated that he could have used this information to 

impeach possible state witnesses. Applicant stated that he received a photo lineup where he was 

not identified as shooter. 
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Applicant stated that he pied under the advice of Plea Counsel. Applicant stated that Plea 

Counsel infonned him that the State was prepared to try the anned robbery and murder case 

separately and potentially seek a life without parole sentence. Applicant stated that he only met 

with Plea Counsel three times. Applicant stated that he never reviewed any discovery material 

nor did he discuss any possible defenses. Applicant recalled waiving his constitutional rights 

during his plea. Applicant recalled waiving presentment for the voluntary manslaughter charge. 

Applicant recalled telling the plea judge that he was satisfied with Plea Counsel's services. 

Applicant recalled telling the plea judge that no one was promising or threatening him in order to 

get him to plead guilty. Applicant recalled telling the plea judge that he wanted to plead guilty 

under Alford. 

Following Applicant's testimony, Plea Counsel was called to testify. Plea Counsel stated 

that he has been practicing law since 2004. Plea Counsel stated that he was appointed to 

represent Applicant and met with him at least five separate times. Plea Counsel stated that he 

filed for and reviewed all evidence with Applicant prior to his plea. Plea Counsel stated that he 

provided Applicant with a copy of Rule 5 and Brady material. Plea Counsel stated that he 

explained to Applicant that he had not received all of the discovery material prior to his pleading 

guilty. Despite that fact, Plea Counsel stated Applicant wanted to accept the plea offer and plead 

guilty. Plea Counsel stated that he discussed what it meant to waive presentment of the 

indictment to the grand jury. Plea Counsel stated it was Applicant's decision to plead guilty 

under}forth Carolina v. Alford . .Q. 

Plea Counsel stated that Applicant claimed that nothing happened. Plea Counsel stated 

that there were no facts to support an alibi defense. Plea Counsel stated the State had 

overwhelming evidence against Applicant. Plea Counsel stated that he spoke with Applicant's 
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girlfriend for half a day at his office. Plea Counsel stated that he had an investigator look into 

Applicant's alibi as well. Trial Counsel stated that Applicant's girlfriend had a picture of 

Applicant allegedly taken when the armed robbery took place. Plea Counsel stated he was 

prepping Applicant's girlfriend for trial when the whole alibi story "fell apart." Plea Counsel 

stated that he simply did not have a legitimate alibi defense to the armed robbery. Plea Counsel 

stated Applicant's co-defendants were going to be called against him at trial. 

Plea Counsel stated prior to going to trial on the armed robbery, the State offered to allow 

Applicant to plead guilty to the lesser included offense of voluntary manslaughter and 

recommend that the sentence run concurrently to the armed robbery charge. Plea Counsel stated 

that the offer would allow Applicant to serve time for both charges at the same time and remove 

the possibility of life without parole. Plea Counsel noted that Applicant would not have received 

credit for time served on the Armed Robbery if convicted at a later point on the murder charge. 

Plea Counsel stated Applicant did not want to plead guilty but instead would plead guilty under 

North Carolina v. Alford. Plea Counsel opined that Applicant got a very substantial benefit from 

the plea offer. 

Plea Counsel stated that he advised Applicant that he had not concluded his investigation 

on the murder case. Plea Counsel stated there was a substantial amount of evidence against 

Applicant early on in his investigation, but his investigation was not complete. Plea Counsel 

stated despite his investigation not being complete, Applicant wanted to accept the benefit of the 

plea offer and entered a plea pursuant to North Carolina v. Alford. 

FINDINGS OF FACT AND CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

This Court has had the opportunity to review the record in its entirety and has heard the 

testimony at the post-conviction relief hearing. This Court has further had the opportunity to 
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observe the witnesses presented at the hearing, closely pass upon their credibility and weigh their 

testimony accordingly. Set forth below are the relevant findings of facts and conclusions of law 

as required pursuant to S.C. Code Ann.§ 17-27-80 (1985). 

INEFFECTIVE ASSISTANCE OF COUNSEL 

In a post-conviction relief action, the applicant has the burden of proving the allegations 

in the application. Rule 71.l(e), SCRCP; Butler v. State, 286 S.C. 441,334 S.E.2d 813 (1985). 

Where ineffective assistance of counsel is alleged as a ground for relief, the Applicant must 

prove that "counsel's conduct so undermined the proper functioning of the adversarial process 

that the trial cannot be relied upon as having produced a just result." Strickland v. Washington, 

466 U.S. 668, (1984); Butler, 286 S.C. 441, 334 S.E.2d 813 (1985). 

The proper measure of performance is whether the attorney provided representation 

within the range of competence required in criminal cases. Courts presume that counsel 

rendered adequate assistance and made all significant decisions in the exercise of reasonable 

professional judgment. Butler, 286 S.C. 441, 334 S.E.2d 813 (1985). The applicant must 

overcome this presumption to receive relief. Cherry v. State, 300 S.C. 115, 386 S.E.2d 624 

(1989). 

Courts use a two-pronged test in evaluating allegations of ineffective assistance of 

counsel. First, the Applicant must prove that counsel's performance was deficient. Under this 

prong, attorney performance is measured by its "reasonableness under professional norms." 

Cherry, 300 S.C. at 117, 385 S.E.2d at 625 (citing Strickland). Second, counsel's deficient 

performance must have prejudiced the applicant such that "there is a reasonable probability that, 

but for counsel's unprofessional errors, the result of the proceeding would have been different." 

Cherry, 300 S.C. at 117-18, 386 S.E.2d at 625. With respect to guilty Trial Counsel, the 
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Applicant must show that there is a reasonable probability that, but for counsel's alleged errors, 

he would not have pied guilty and would have insisted on going to trial. Hill v. Lockhart, 474 

U.S. 52, 106 S.Ct. 366 (1985). 

ALLEGATIONS 

1. Ineffective assistance of counsel rendering his guilty plea involuntary. 

This Court notes Applicant claims that due to his attorney's sub-standard performance, he 

has been denied his constitutionally protected right to counsel. In deciding a claim of ineffective 

assistance of counsel, the focus is on "the fundamental fairness of the proceeding whose result is 

being challenged." Strickland v. Washington, 466 U.S. 668 (1984). Applicant must show a 

reasonable probability that, but for counsel's unprofessional errors, the result of the proceeding 

would have been different. Id. When a guilty plea is challenged, applicant must show that 

counsel's performance was deficient and that, but for counsel's errors, there is a reasonable 

probability a guilty plea would not have been entered. Griffin v. State, 361 S.C. 173, 176, 604 

S.E.2d 394, 396 (2004). The burden of proof is on the applicant to prove the allegations raised in 

his application. Brown v. State, 340 S.C. 590, 593, 533 S.E.2d 308, 309 (2000). 

The Court finds that Applicant was not deprived of effective assistance of 

counsel. Defense Counsel's decisions and conduct were reasonable under the circumstances, and 

did not fall below professional norms of competency. Applicant has failed to show that Counsel 

did not advise him as to the consequences of his guilty plea. Further, the transcript of record 

indicates that the Honorable George C. James, Jr., thoroughly discussed the plea, the negotiated 

sentence, and the consequences of the plea with Applicant. Ultimately, Judge James found that 

the Applicant was completely aware of what his plea entailed. The record reflects that Applicant 

was well aware of the benefits he was receiving with the plea deal that he took and that 
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Applicant made the decision to accept the plea offer even though the investigation into the 

murder charge was not yet complete. For these reasons, the application is denied. 

ALL OTHER ALLEGATIONS 

As to any and all allegations that were raised in the application or at the hearing in this 

matter and not specifically addressed in this Order, this Court finds the Applicant failed to 

present any testimony, argument, or evidence at the hearing regarding such allegations. 

Accordingly, this Court finds the Applicant has abandoned any such allegations. 

[signature to follow] 
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CONCLUSION 

Based on all the foregoing, this Court finds and concludes that the Applicant has not 

established any constitutional violations or deprivations that would require this court to grant his 

application. Therefore, this application for post-conviction relief must be denied and dismissed 

with prejudice. 

This Court notes that Applicant must file and serve a notice of appeal within thirty days 

from the receipt by counsel of written notice of entry of judgment to secure the appropriate 

appellate review. See Rule 203, SCACR. Pursuant to Austin v. State, 305 S.C. 453 (1991), an 

Applicant has a right to an appellate counsel's assistance in seeking review of the denial of post­

conviction relief. Rule 71.1 (g), SCRCP, provides that if the applicant wishes to seek appellate 

review, post-conviction relief counsel must serve and file a Notice of Appeal on the Applicant's 

behalf. Applicant is directed to South Carolina Appellate Court Rule 243 for appropriate 

procedures for appeal. 

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED: 

1. That the Application for Post-Conviction Relief must be denied and 
dismissed with prejudice; and 

2. The Applicant must be remanded to the custody of the Respondent. 

AND IT IS SO ORDERED this zr-P.. day o~" ~ , 2016. 

&_.""'::..ae,=•~"P"'"o.....,,."¥-"---' South Carolina 

~e.d .... 
EDGAR W. DICKSON 

Presiding Judge 
Second Judicial Circuit 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) 
) 

COUNTY OF AIKEN ) 

William H. Blake, #348497, ) 
Applicant, ) 

) 
v. ) 

) 
State of South Carolina, ) 
Respondent. ) 

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 
SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

2012-CP-02-0374 

MOTION TO RECONSIDER 

NOW COMES, Applicant, William H. Blake, by and through his undersigned counsel, and 

moves pursuant to Rule 59(e) SCRCP for an order altering or amending the court's prior order 

filed on February 22, 2016, denying Applicant's claim and dismissing with prejudice. While the 

court has ruled in the State's favor, the Applicant submits this motion to ensure that he has 

"enable[ d] the lower court to rule properly after it has considered all relevant facts, law, and 

arguments." Staubes v. City of Folly Beach, 339 S.C. 406,412, 529 S.E.2d 546, 546 (2000). 

Specifically all allegations submitted in the hearing by Applicant regarding: 

1. Failing to properly investigate; 

2. Failing to explain waiving presentment of the indictment to the Grand Jury;; 

3. Failing to request a continuance and challenge the solicitor's authority under Langford; 

4. Due to coercion by the Solicitor's office specifically Counsel ineffective for failing to 

object to solicitor's improper vouching of potential witnesses against defendant; and 

5. Prosecutorial misconduct. 

6. Additionally, there was an affidavit by the alibi witness not produced by Applicant's trial 

counsel, please see attached. 
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THEREFORE, counsel requests that Order be reconsidered for the above listed specific 

reasons and issues not specifically listed above but raised during the trial of this matter. 

Columbia, South Carolina 
Dated: March 2, 2016 

Respectfully Submitted, 

A~~6 
A. J. Z. Law Firm, LLC 
2003 Lincoln Street 
P.O. Box 11961 
Columbia, SC 29211 
(803) 400-1918 telephone 
(803) 403-8005 fax 
ajzlawfirm@gmail.com 
Counsel for Applicant 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
COUNTY OF AIKEN 

William H. Blake, #348497, 

Applicant, 

V. 

State of South Carolina, 

Respondent. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

) 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

IN THE COURT OF CO MON PLEAS 
SECOND JUDICIAL CI CUIT 

2012-CP-02-03 4 

D 

This Court denied Applicant's PCR application by Order filed Febru ry 22, 2016. On 

March 2, 2016, Applicant filed a Motion to Reconsider pursuant to Rule 59 e), SCRCP. 

Respondent submits that this Court's Order of Dismissal contains th proper findings of 

facts and conclusions oflaw as required by S.C. Code Ann. 17-27-80 (1976 and Rule 52(a), 

SCRCP. Respondent further submits that this Court properly ruled on all is es presented at the 

post-conviction relief evidentiary hearing, and Applicant's motion should b denied. 

L)cco t:no.e ,.- .30, 2016. 

Respectfully submitted 

ALAN WILSON 
Attorney General 

ROBERT BOLCHOZ 
Chief Deputy Attorney General 

JOHANNA C. VALE ZUELA 
Senior Assistant Deput Attorney General 

JULIE A. COLEMAN 
Assistant Attorney Ge ral 

Office of the Attorney eneral 
P.O. Box 11549 
Columbia, SC 29211 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) 
) IN THE COURT OF C MMON PLEAS 

COUNTY OF RICHLAND ) 
) 2012-CP-02-00 74 
) 

WILLIAM H. BLAKE, #348497, ) 
) 

Applicant, ) 
) 

vs ) AFFIDAVIT OF SER ICE BY MAIL 
) 

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA, ) 
) 

Respondent, ) 

1. I am an employee of the Respondent in the above-captioned action. 

2. Regular communication by mail exists throughout the State of South arolina and that this 
is a proper circumstance of service by mail. 

3. I have this day served a copy of the Return to Applicant's Motion to Reconsider in the 
above-captioned matter on the following person by depositing same in th United States mail, 
postage prepaid: 

Aimee ,J, Zmroczek, Esquire 
A.J.Z. Law Firm, LLC 
P.O. Box 11961 
Columbia, SC 29211 

DATED this the 30 th day of December, 2016. 

Felicia V. Hayes, 
For Respondent 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
COUNTY OF AIKEN 

Wi11iam H. Blake, #348497, 

Applicant, 

V. 

State of South Carolina, 

Respondent. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

) 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 
SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

2012-CP-02-03 74 

ORDER DENYING APPLICANT'S 
MOTION TO RECONSIDER 

This matter comes before the Co-:..:rt on Applicant's Motion to Reconsider pursuant to 

Rule 59(e), SCRCP filed March 2, 2016. After due deliberation, review of the case law and 

motion of counsel, this Court finds that there is nothing new warranting reconsideration, and 

Applicant's Motion to Reconsider is denied. 

THEREFORE, Applicant's Motion to Reconsider is hereby DENIED. 

-~""""'~----------' South Carolina 

EDGAR W, DICKSON 

Presiding Judge 
Second Judicial Circuit 

ST TE OF OlffH CAROLIN,\ 
couNn 'OI' AIKf'-N 1 1 eoromon Pleas and ()(ncral 
I Rohcrt J. Harw.. Cl~rk 111 ~ ur I~ Cutollna do hereby certify 
.;, ,. •uit$ ror Alken o,uniy, ou •ftd -rrect CO"" of lhA 
... ;.... u1111ct1 a true ~ · - r, 
ihlll lilt 1,1rcJ!11ln1t ,:;,n,h h Ileen meld In ml' offic;c 1h11 
orlLtl nul 1.hl,"\lhlUliLi 111hte IIVll 
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FORM4 

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
COUNTY OF AIKEN 

JUDGMENT IN A CIVIL CASE 
CASE NUMBER 2012CP0200374 

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 
William Henry Blake South Carolina State or 

PLAINTIFFS DEFENDANTS 

Submitted b : 

Attorney for: D Plaintiff D Defendant 
□ Self-Re resented Liti ant 

DISPOSITION TYPE (CHECK ONE) 

□ JURY VERDICT. This action came before the court for a trial by jury. The issues have been tried and a verdict rendered. 

[I) 

□ 

D 

D 

□ 

DECISION BY THE COURT. This action came to trial or hearing before the court. The issues have been tried or heard and a 
decision rendered. □ See Page 2 for additional infonnatjon. 
ACTION DISMISSED (CHECK REASON>: □ Rule I 2(b), SCRCP; D Rule 4 l(a), SCRCP (Vol. Nonsuit); 

D Rule 43(k), SCRCP (Settled); D Other: ________ _ 

ACTION STRICKEN (CHECK REASOM: D Rule 400) SCRCP; □ Bankruptcy; 
D Binding arbitration, subject to right to restore to confirm, vacate or 
modify arbitration award; 

D Other: _________ _ 

STAYED DUE TO BANKRUPTCY 
DISPOSITION OF APPEAL TO THE CIRCUIT COURT (CHECK APPLICABLE BOX): 

D Affirmed; D Reversed; D Remanded; 0 Other: 

NOTE: ATTORNEYS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR NOTIFYING LOWER COURT. TRIBUNAL, OR ADMINISTRATIVE AGENCY OF THE 
CIRCUIT COURT RULING IN THIS APPEAL. 

IT IS ORDERED AND ADJUDGED: D See attached order~ (formal order to follow} D Statement of Judgment by the Court: 

ORDER INFORMATION 
This order 00 ends D does not end the case. 
Additional Information for the Clerk: --------------------------------

INFORMATION FOR THE JUDGMENT INDEX 
Complete this section below when the judgment affects title to real or personal property or if any amount should be enrolled. 
there is no judament information, indicate "NIA" In one of the boxes below. 

Judgment in Favor of Judgment Against Judgment Amount To be Enrolled 
(List name(s) below) (List name(s) below) (List amount(s) below) 

If applicable, describe the property, including tax map information and address, referenced in the order: 

The judgment information above has been provided by the submitting party. Disputes concerning the amounts contained in this 
fonn may be addressed by way of motion pursuant to the SC Rules of Civil Procedure. Amounts to be computed such as interest or 
additional taxable costs not available at the time the form and final order are submitted to the judge may be provided to the clerk. 
Note: Title abstractors and researchers should refer to the official court order for judgment details. 
E-Filing Note: In E-Filing counties, the Court will electronically sign this form using a separate electronic signature page. 

3/27/2017 
Circuit Court Judge Judge Code Date 

CPFORM4Cm 
SCCA SCRCP Form 4C (Revised 2/17) 

If 

f 

I 
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For Clerk of Court Office Use Only 

This judgment was entered on 03/27/2017, and a copy mailed first class or placed in the appropriate attorney's box on 03/27/2017, to 
attorneys of record or to parties (when appearing prose) as follows: 

Aimee Jendrzejewski Zmroczek A.J.Z. Law Firm, LLC PO 
Box 1 1961 Columbia, SC 2921 I 

ATTORNEY($) FOR THE PLAINTIFF(S) 

Court Reporter 

Court Reporter: 

Julie Amanda Coleman PO Box 11549 Columbia, SC 29211 

ATTORNEY(S) FOR THE DEFENDANT(S) 

~e~~~~-¥1 
E-Filing Note: In E-Filing counties, the date of Entry of Judgment is the same date as reflected on the Electronic File 
Stamp and the clerk's entering of the date of judgment above is not required in those counties. The clerk will mall a 
copy of the judgement to parties who are not E-Filers or who are appearing prose. See Rule 77(d), SCRCP. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REGARDING DECISION BY THE COURT AS REFERENCED ON PAGE I. 

This action came to trial or hearing before the court. The issues have been tried or heard and a decision rendered. 

CPFORM4Cm 
SCCA SCRCP Form 4C (Revised 2/17) 

I 

206



FORMS 

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) 

County of iu::Y:£tJ ; 
U.l:rllim \\. ~ A:\' E ~at!fff- ~ 

Full nam~ and prison number ( if any) of Applicarn ) 
) 

v. ) 
) 

) 

State of South Carolina ) 

APPLICATION FOR 

POST-CO~V(CTION RELIEF 
) 
) 
) 

INSTRUCTIONS - READ CAREFULLY 

In order for this application to receive con.~idcmtion by the Court, i( shull be in writing (legibly 
handwritten or typewritten). signed by the applicant and verified (notarized), and it shall set forth in 
concise fonn the answers 10 each applieuble question. If necessary. applicanl may furnish his answer to 11 

particular question on the rcvmc side of the page or on un additional page. Applicant shall make clear to 
which qucstiun any such continued answer refers. 

Since every application must be sworn under oath. any false statement of a material fact therein 
may serve as the ba."is of prosecution and conviction for pcrj ury. Applicants should, thcrcf ore. exercise 
care to w;surc that all answers arc true and correct. 

If the application is taken in fonna paupcris. it shall include an affidavit (attached at the back of 
the fonn) !>Citing fonh i11fonnation which csrahlishcs thar applicunt will be unable to pay the fees and 
costs of the proceedings. When the application is completed. the ori,.:inal shall be mailed to the Clerk of 
Coun for the County in which the applicant w~ convicted. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Place of detention \ Sf c~ ::llJtsu:\t ci1oa 
990 \Jll~ 4 +\l.q 131«:JYlo{lu.i~, s:c .. c:5flQro 

Name and location of Court which imposed sentence i4ur:x::o Ca 10\tj 
~\ ::e-r,\P{) 
Namc(s) ofco-defcndant(S) (if any)Cb('ie,\c{)\t'cr: \1 \.ile ,vr T::oM, 
Al,A';k \4-a. ::f°l'ct.E::. ± ~ b&s 
The indictment number or numbers (if known) upon which and the offenses for which 
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{c) 

5. The date upon which sentence was imposed and the terms of the sentence: 

(a) tr-k>'a:r Q-\, at)\\. 83J:PCS caxx 1rtr:/lt ld-ca)a'd 
(b) {'5) ~ 
(c} 

6. Check whether a finding of guilty was made: / 

(a) after a plea of guilty ______ ✓.;.__ ___________ _ 
(b) after a plea of not guilty 

(c) after a plea of nolo contcndcrc _______________ _ 

7. Did you appeal from the judgment of conviction or the imposition of sentence? 

):!CS 
8. If you answered •yes" to (7), list: 

9. 

(a) 

i. 

ii. 

iii. 

(b) 
L 

ii. 

iii. 

the name of each Coun to which you appealed: 

Coir1: of~\, 

th~ in each such Court to which you appealed: 

~eM:\~ ~~ 

(c) the date of each ~uch result: 

i. --------------,,,1,?::;__ _________ _ 

ii. z 
iii. z ;; 

(d) if known, citations of any written opinion or orders entered pursuant to such 

results: 

i. / 

ii. z 
iii. z , 
Ir you answered 'no" to (7), state your reasons For not so Icaling: ~ 

<a> ~~ @V),1frhrL / fAJ 

(b) 

2 
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10. 

12. 

13. 

(c) 

State concisely the grounds on which you base your a11egation that you are being held in 

~ ~~: 
State concisely and in the same order the facts which support each of the grounds set out 

in (10): 

(a> ?'\I 164iA \J. ~ :3(r5 ,:s.c, 1:t:)3,L{Q3 :3.:.Jd 
(b) 39..5 CQ1--la:\: ,ocr OM,~) 
(c) l)'Cf'\1a( ~ ("'7>:7t -t0 ~~( ____ _ 
Prior to this application have you tiled with rcspt:ctro this conviction: 

any petition in a State Court under South Carolina Law'! ___ / ____ _ (a) 

(b) 

(c) 

any pcrition in State or Federal Courts for hubcns corpu:; or post-convictions 

rclicr. ______ ,_'4 ..... t: __ =>......_ _________ _ 

any petition in the United States Supreme Court for certiorari other than petitions, 

if any, already specified in (8)? ________ / _______ ,__ 

(d) any other petitions, motions or applications in this or any other Court? 7' 
lfyou answered •ycsn to any part of( 12). list with respect to each petition, motion or 

application: 

(a) 

i. 

ii. 

iii. 

iv. 

(b) 

i. 

ii. 

m. 

iv. 

the name and location of the Court in which each was filed: J 
tllYa1 OlJM:_y cau,t of {JjyW/Jr0 01e:1S . of 
l]Ja\ce.\ 

3 
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14. 

(c) 

i. 

ii. 

iii. 

iv. 

(d) 

i. 

ii. 

iii. 

iv. 

the date of each such disposition: 

~(£1-7 ©o_~ J_((J ---

(c) if known, citation.~ of any wrincn opinions or orders entered pursuant to each such 

disposition: 

i. 

ii. 

iii. 

iv. 

7 
z t 

Has any ground set forth in ( l 0) been previously presented to this or any other Court, 

State or Federal, in any petition. motion or application which you have filed? 

~lR 
IS. If you answered "yes" to (14) identify: 

(a) which grounds have been presented: 

i. 

ii. 

iii. 

(b) 

i. 

ii. 

iii. 

z 7 . 
the proceedings in which each ground was raised: 

/ 

7 

4 
Revised 312003 
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16. If any ground set forth in (10) has not previously been presented to any Coun, State or 

Federal, set forth the ground and state concisely the reasons why such ground has not 

previously been presented: / .. 

(a) ±-i:0S\-:Ii"ic, - ,Jot '.i2 f ,:e-
(b) 

(c) 

17. Were you represented by an attorney at any time during the course of: 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(c) 

your arraignment and plea'? -----~~l"--5 ____________ _ 
your trial. if any?------~-----------------

your sentencing? ::!.f'=> 
your appeal. if any, from the judgment of conviction or the imposition of 
scntencc? ____ --"l-.l_Q _______________ _ 
preparation. presentation or consideration of any petitions. motions or 

applications with rcs;pcct to this convic · n1 which Y.: 

18. If you answered "yes• to one or more pans of ( 17). list: 

(a) 

i. 

ii. 

iii. 

(b) 

i. 

ii. 

iii. 

~roceedings at which each such attorney reprcscn1cd you: 

~r:2\ oAeki :rtJ:\em!!j 

Revisc?d 3/2003 
5 
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19. 

20. 

~f~~~·~~ 1v'~ : ~~~~~~~~ 
Arc you now under sentence from any other court that you have not challenged? 

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

County of -Arx,iJJ 

NjA 

VERIFICATION 

I, -w~~.1...,1,......,;--=---1-1-..-::.,,,c::;.._ __________ ~----• being duly isworn 
upon my oath, depose a say that I have subscribed to the foregoing application; that r know the 
contents thereof; that it includes every ground known to me for vacating, setting aside or 
correcting lhe conviction and sentence attacked in this application: and that the mancrs and 
allegations therein set forth arc trUe. 

SWORN to and subscribed before me this /?O 
~~ ........ ao---,o,-
- ~.w~~ (L.S.J 

My Commission Expires: 3)3/';RO'\p 

Revised 312003 
6 
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APPLICATION TO PROCEED WITHOUT PAYMENT 
OF COSTS AND AFFIDAVIT 

IN SUPPORT THEREOF 

I, ')J \ \ \\ oN :lli\:'.8'6:.. . hereby apply for leave to 
proc'ccd in this action without prepayment of fees or costs or security therefor. In support ofmy 
application I declare under penalty of perjury that the following facts arc true: 

I am the applicant in this action and I believe ( am entitled to redress. (1) 

(2) Be.:nusc of my poverty I am unable to pay the costs of said prucceding or give 
security thcreo[ 

Applic-a111 

SWORN or affirmed to and subscribed before me this 
dt) dayof_,.a..----'-~---·dt>l°I 

Revised J/2003 
7 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
COUNTY OF AIKEN 

William H. Blake, #348497 

Applicant, 

V. 

State of South Carolina, 

Respondent. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 
SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

Case No.: 2019-CP-02-01354 

RETURN AND PARTIAL MOTION 
TO DISMISS 

The State (Respondent), making its Return to the application for Post-Conviction Relief 

filed on June 3, 2019, would respectfully show this Court: 

I. Procedural History 

William Blake (Applicant) is presently confined in the South Carolina Department of 

Corrections pursuant to orders of commitment of the Aiken County Clerk of Court. During the 

November 2011 term, Applicant was indicted by the Aiken County Grand Jury for armed robbery 

(2011-GS-02-01378). Applicant waived presentment to the Aiken County Grand Jury on his 

indictment for voluntary manslaughter. Barry L. Thompson, II, Esquire, represented him. On 

October 24, 2011, Applicant entered an Alford plea as indicted. The Honorable George C. James, 

Jr. sentenced Applicant to confinement for a period of twenty-three years in accordance with plea 

negotiations between Applicant and the State. 

A notice of appeal was filed on November 2, 2011. The appeal was dismissed following 

submission of an Rule 203(d)(l)(B)(iv) Explanation filed by Applicant's counsel, stating that there 

is no "good faith basis to believe that any issues are properly before the Court of Appeals" and that 

Applicant "did not object to the sentence or file a motion to reconsider the sentence." The 

Remittitur was sent on March 2, 2012. 
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First Post-Conviction Relief Application (2012-CP-02-0374) 

Applicant filed his initial post-conviction relief application on February 13, 2012, alleging 

ineffective assistance of counsel, involuntary guilty plea, and prosecutorial misconduct. An 

evidentiary hearing into the allegations was convened before the Honorable Edgar W. Dickson on 

September 8, 201 S, at the Aiken County Courthouse. Applicant was represented by Aimee 

Zmroczek, Esquire. Assistant Attorney General Daniel Gourley of the South Carolina Attorney 

General's Office represented Respondent. On February 22, 2016, Judge Dickson filed an order 

dismissing Applicant's post-conviction relief application finding Applicant had failed to establish 

any constitutional violations or deprivations that would allow relief to be granted. Applicant did 

not file an appeal. 

II. Allegations Raised and Relief Sought 

In his current application for post-conviction relief, Applicant alleges his post-conviction 

relief counsel failed to appeal the denial of his 2012 post-conviction relief application. 

1. "Ineffective assistance of PCR Counsel for failing to file a notice of appeal / failing to 
seek appellate review of the denial of PCR." 

In requested relief, Applicant requests the ability to appeal his initial post-conviction 

relief application. 

Attached to this Return and incorporated by reference are the records of the Aiken County 

Clerk of Court regarding the subject convictions, Applicant's records from the South Carolina 

Department of Corrections, the plea transcript, Applicant's records from his previous post­

conviction relief action, and the application. Respondent reserves the right to amend this Return 

upon receipt of any relevant materials. 
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III. Response to Austin Claim 

Applicant alleges he was denied the right to appeal the dismissal of his previous post­

conviction relief application when his previous PCR counsel failed to timely file a notice of appeal 

of the denial of that action. Pursuant to Austin v. State, 305 S.C. 453,409 S.E.2d 395 (1991), a 

post-conviction relief applicant may petition the South Carolina Supreme Court for belated 

discretionary review of the dismissal of his or her application in some circumstances. A PCR 

applicant is entitled to an Austin appeal if the PCR judge affirmatively finds either: (1) the 

applicant requested and was denied an opportunity to seek appellate review; or (2) the right to 

appellate review of a previous PCR order was not knowingly and intelligently waived. Odom v. 

State, 337 S.C. 256, 262, 523 S.E.2d 753, 756 (1999). Because this allegation raises questions of 

fact which cannot be conclusively refuted by the record, Respondent requests an evidentiary 

hearing limited to this ground for relief. 

IV. Motion to Dismiss All Other Allegations 

Any additional claims Applicant attempts to raise will be summarily dismissed as 

successive to Applicant's previous application. Courts disfavor successive applications and place 

the burden on applicants to establish that any new ground raised in a subsequent application could 

not have been earlier raised in a previous application. Foxworth v. State, 275 S.C. 615,274 S.E.2d 

415 (1981); Arnold v. State, 309 S.C. 157,420 S.E.2d 834 (1992). Section 17-27-90 of the South 

Carolina Code (2014) provides: 

All grounds for relief available to an applicant under this chapter 
must be raised in his original, supplemental or amended application. 
Any ground finally adjudicated or not so raised, or knowingly, 
voluntarily and intelligently waived in the proceeding that resulted 
in the conviction or sentence or in any other proceeding the applicant 
has taken to secure relief, may not be the basis for a subsequent 
application, unless the court finds a ground for relief asserted which 
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for sufficient reason was not asserted or was inadequately raised in 
the original, supplemental or amended application. 

Under this statute, successive post-conviction relief applications are prohibited unless an 

applicant can indicate a "sufficient reason" why new grounds for relief were not raised or were not 

properly raised in previous applications. Aice v. State, 305 S.C. 448, 450,409 S.E.2d 392, 394 

( 1991 ). Any new ground raised in a subsequent application is limited to those grounds that ''could 

not have been raised ... in the previous application." Id. at 450,409 S.E.2d at 394. 

An allegation of ineffective assistance of PCR counsel is not a valid reason for allowing a 

successive application. The South Carolina Supreme Court in Kelly v. State specifically held the 

holding in Martinez v. Ryan is limited t~ federal habeas corpus review and is not applicable to 

state post-conviction relief actions. 404 S.C. 365, 745 S.E.2d 377 (2013). Therefore, the ruling in 

Martinez has no bearing on an Applicant's ability to raise ineffective assistance of collateral 

counsel claims in a subsequent, successive state PCR application. Therefore, any allegations 

regarding his previous PCR counsel's representation, other than the Austin claim, are barred as 

successive and should be summarily dismissed. 

V. Any Future Amendments and Invocation of Discovery Process 

Applicant must specify any claims he intends to raise at the evidentiary hearing. Any claims 

not specifically laid out in this PCR application or in amendments will be opposed by the State at 

an evidentiary hearing pursuant to § § 17-27-10 to -160 of the South Carolina Code of Laws and 

Rule 71.l of the South Carolina Rules of Civil Procedure. See also Rules 15(a)-(b), SCRCP. All 

claims should be made well in advance of the evidentiary hearing. Because Applicant has an 

attorney, the attorney, and not Applicant, is the only individual authorized to file amendments to 

this application. See Rule 11, SCRCP. Pro se filings will not be considered at the PCR hearing. 
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Respondent reserves the right to request that any amendments withheld until the last minute be 

stricken because of undue prejudice to Respondent. See Rule 15(a), SCRCP. 

Pursuant to § 17-27-150 of the South Carolina Code of Laws, Applicant may not invoke 

formal discovery processes to issue subpoenas or otherwise obtain discovery materials unless 

granted leave from the Court upon a showing of good cause. Furthermore, Respondent requests 

that all potential exhibits and materials used to produce potential expert witness testimony be sent 

to Respondent well in advance of the evidentiary hearing. Respondent reserves the right to request 

a continuance and oppose witness testimony and exhibits that are withheld until the last minute 

resulting in undue prejudice to Respondent. 

VI. Response to Any and All Other Allegations 

Each and every allegation contained within the application not expressly admitted, 

qualified, or explained in this Return is hereby denied. 
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Vil. Request for an Evidcntiary Hearing 
WHEREFORE, having made its Return, Respondent requests an evidentiary hearing be 

held solely on Applicant's claim that he was denied his right to appeal the dismissal of his 2012 

post-conviction relief application. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

ALAN WILSON 
Attorney General 

W. JEFFREY YOUNG 
Chief Deputy Attorney General 

MEGAN HARRIGAN JAMESON 
Senior Assistant Deputy Attorney General 

JANELL H. GREGORY 
Assistant Attorney General 

of the Attorney General 
Post Office Box 11549 
Columbia, SC 29211 
Telephone: (803) 734-373 7 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) 
) 

COUNTY OF AIKEN ) 
) 
) 
) 

WILLIAM HENRY BLAKE, III, #348497, ) 
) 

Applicant, ) 
) 

vs ) 
) 

STATE Of SOUTH CAROLINA, ) 
) 

Respondent. ) 

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 

2019-CP-02-01354 

AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE BY MAIL 

1. I am an employee of the Respondent in the above-captioned action. 

2. Regular communication by mail exists throughout the State of South Carolina and that this 
is a proper circumstance of service by mail. 

3. I have this day served a copy of the Return and Partial Motion to Dismiss in the 
above-captioned matter on the following person by depositing same in the United States mail , 
postage prepaid: 

Arthur K. Aiken, Esquire 
Aiken & Hightower 
2231 Devine Street, Suite 201 
Columbia, South Carolina 29205 

DATED this the 16th day of August, 2019. 

· lice, Legal Assistant 
dent 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
COUNTY OF AIKEN 

William Henry Blake, III, #348497, 

Applicant, 

v. 

State of South Carolina, 

Respondent. 

) IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 
) FOR THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

Case No.: 2019-CP-02-1354 

ORDER GRANTING RELIEF 
PURSUANT TO AUSTIN V. STATE 

ST ATE OF SOlITH CAROLINA 
COUNI'Y OF AIKEN 
J, Robert J. Harte, aerk of Court of Commoa Pleas and Gene~ 
Sessions for Aiken County, South carolim1 do hereby certify 
that the foregoing constitutes a tnie and correct copy of lhc 
original documents which have been filed in my office this 

JUN 1 P 2021 

~$;z . 

INTRODUCTION 

This is a PCR case commenced by the Applicant, William H. Blake, III, (Blake), by filing 

an Application for Post-Conviction Relief on June 3, 2019. This is Blake's second application for 

post-conviction relief of the subject convictions, in which he requests relief in the form of the 

opportunity to seek belated appellate review of the result in his first PCR action. This Court has 

reviewed the entire record in the case as well as the September 25, 2020, Affidavit of Aimee 

Zmrocek, ·Blake's counsel in his first PCR challenging the subject convictions. As the only 

allegation contained in this current application for post-conviction relief is the request for an 

opportunity to seek belated appellate review of his prior PCR application, the State has indicated 

that it does not object to an order granting to Blake the opportunity to seek belated appellate review 

of the denial of his first post-conviction relief application, based on the sworn testimony of Ms. 

Zmrocek establishing her failure to file th~ notice of appeal. Having cop.ducted the review noted 

above and giving due weight to the State's decision not to oppose relief, this Court grants to Blake 

the relief requested in his PCRApplication. Pursuant to Austin v. State, 305 S .. C. 453,409 S.E.2d 

FILED 3 u n c \ o 20-2L 
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395 (1991), Blake shall be granted the opportunity to seek belated appellate review of his prior 

PCR application. 

FACTS 

The hearing court denied relief in Blake's prior PCR (2012-CP-02-0374). A Rule 59(e) 

Motion to Reconsider was filed following the denial of relief, but after the denial of that Motion, 

no appeal was ever filed in Blake's first PCR action. Blake instructed his counsel to file an appeal, 

but the appeal of that action was never filed because of a miscommunication in the office of 

Blake's counsel, Aimee Zmrocek. 

LAW 

The le~ing case adressing this scenario is Austin v. State, 305 S.C. 453, 409 S.E.2d 395 

(1991 ), which permits PCR litigants to petition the Supreme Court for belated appellate review of 

their unsuccessful PCRs if they are improperly denied the right to pursue that appeal. A PCR 

applicant is entitled to relief purusant to Austin if the PCR judge on the second PCR finds, iner 

ali~ that "the applicant requested and was denied an opportunity to seek appellate review." Odom 

v. State, 337 S.C. 256, 262, 523 S.E.2d 753, 756 (1999). The Affidavit of Blake's counsel on his 

first PCR action establishes that Blake requested and was denied an opportunity to seek appellate 

review of the denial of PCR in that action, so Blake is entitled to seek belated appellate review of 

his first PCR action under Austin v. State. 

Page 2 of3 
2019-CP-02-1354 

225



WHEREFORE, based on the foregoing findings of fact and conclusions oflaw and on the State's 

decision not to oppose relief, this Court ORDERS that Blake's application for post conviction 

relief is GRANTED and Blake shall be provided relief limited to the opportuinty to seek belated 

appellate review of the denial of· hi$ prior post-conviction relief application, pursuant to the 

procedure outlined Austin v. State. 

AND IT IS SO ORDERED! 

Presiding Circ urt Judge 
Second Judicial Circuit 

~ 4-- ,2021 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
COUNTY OF AIKEN 

William h. Blake, III #348497, 

Applicant 

vs. 

State of South Carolina, 

Respondent. 

COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 
SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

Case No.: 2019-CP-02-01345 

AFFIDAVIT OF AIMEE J. ZMROCZEK 

PERSONALLY APPEARING BEFORE ME AND HAVING BEEN DULY 

SWORN, the undersigned, Aimee J. Zmroczek,, deposes and says as follows: 

1. I am over 18 years old, of sound mind and otherwise fully competent to make a 

statement under oath. 

2. I have firsthand knowledge of all matters stated in this affidavit except for those matters 

stated on information and belief, and, as to those matters stated on information and belief, I 

reasonably believe them to be true. 

3. I am now and have been since 2008 a member of the South Carolina Bar. 

4. I represented the Applicant, William H. Blake, III (Blake), in his initial PCR captioned 

William H. Blake III #348497 v. State with civil actions number 2012-CP-02-0374. 

5. In Blake's initial PCR, the hearing Court denied relief. 

6. Before the appellate deadline in Blake's initial PCR, I discussed his appellate rights 

with him, and he told me to file an appeal in his case. 

6. Because of a miscommunication in my office, Mr. Blake's appeal was never filed. 
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FURTHER YOUR AFFIANT SA YETH NAUGHT 

SWORN to before me this 

41Z21!~t a ber 2020,'7 

N~ Public for SouWiina 

Print Name 
My Commission Expires: 

2 
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