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T H I S O P I N I O N H A S N O P R E C E D E N T I A L V A L U E. I T S H O U L D N O T B E 
C I T E D O R R E L I E D O N A S P R E C E D E N T I N A N Y P R O C E E DI N G 

E X C E P T A S P R O V I D E D B Y R U L E 2 6 8( d)( 2) , S C A C R.

T H E S T A T E O F S O U T H C A R O L I N A
I n T h e C o u rt of A p p e al s

T h e St at e, R es p o n d e nt,

v.

All e n A n g el o Fi el d s, A p p ell a nt.

A p p ell at e C a s e N o. 2 0 1 9 -0 0 1 3 9 3

A p p e al Fr o m C h arl e st o n C o u nt y
B e ntl e y Pri c e, Cir c uit C o urt J u d g e 

U n p u blis h e d O pi ni o n N o. 2 0 2 1 -U P -4 0 8
S u b mitt e d N o v e m b er 1, 2 0 2 1 – Fil e d N o v e m b er 1 7, 2 0 2 1

A F F I R M E D

A p p ell at e D ef e n d er K at hri n e H a g g ar d H u d gi ns, of 
C ol u m bi a , f or A p p ell a nt .

Att or n e y G e n er al Al a n M c Cr or y Wil s o n a n d A s si st a nt 
Att or n e y G e n er al A m br e e Mi c h el e M ull er , b ot h of  
C ol u m bi a ; a n d S oli cit or S c arl ett A n n e Wils o n, of 
C h arl e st o n, all f or R es p o n d e nt.

P E R C U R I A M:   All e n A n g el o Fi el ds a p p e als his c o n vi cti o ns f or ar m e d r o b b er y 
a n d p oss es si o n of a w e a p o n d uri n g t h e c o m missi o n of a vi ol e nt cri m e a n d his 
a g gr e g at e s e nt e n c e of t hirt e e n y e ars' i m pris o n m e nt.  O n a p p e al, Fi el ds ar g u es t h e 
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tri al c o urt a b u s e d it s di s cr eti o n b y a d mitti n g a wit n ess's i n -c o urt i d e ntifi c ati o n 
w h e n t h e wit n e s s pr e vi o u sl y i d e ntifi e d s o m e o n e ot h er t h a n Fi el ds d uri n g a n 
o ut -of -c o urt p h ot o li n e u p.

B e c a us e Fi el d s cr o s s -e x a mi n e d t h e wit n ess a n d a d dr esse d h er i n-c o urt 
i d e ntifi c ati o n d uri n g cl o si n g ar g u m e nt, t h e tri al c o urt di d n ot a b us e its dis cr eti o n i n 
a d m itti ng t h e wit n e s s' s i n -c o urt i d e ntifi c ati o n of  Fi el d s.  A c c or di n gl y, w e affir m 
p urs u a nt t o R ul e 2 2 0( b) , S C A C R, a n d t h e f oll o wi n g a ut h oriti es: St at e v. B r o w n , 
3 5 6 S. C. 4 9 6, 5 0 2, 5 8 9 S. E. 2 d 7 8 1, 7 8 4 ( Ct. A p p. 2 0 0 3) ( "G e n er all y, t h e d e cisi o n 
t o a d mit a n e y e wit n e s s i d e ntifi c ati o n is i n t h e tri al j u d g e's dis cr eti o n a n d will n ot 
b e dist ur b e d o n a p p e al a b s e nt a n a b us e of dis cr eti o n, or t h e c o m missi o n of 
pr ej u di ci al l e g al err or. "); St at e v. L e wis , 3 6 3 S. C. 3 7, 4 2, 6 0 9 S. E. 2 d 5 1 5, 5 1 8 
( 2 0 0 5) ( "W e c o n cl u d e, a s t h e m aj orit y of c o urts h a v e, t h at N eil v. Bi g g e r s [1 ] d o e s 
n ot a p pl y t o i n -c o urt i d e ntifi c ati o ns a n d t h at t h e r e m e d y f or a n y all e g e d 
s u g g esti v e n e s s of a n i n -c o urt i d e ntifi c ati o n is cr oss -e x a m i n ati o n a n d ar g u m e nt.").    

A F F I R M E D. 2

H U F F, T H O M A S, a n d, G E A T H E R S , J J., c o n c u r.

                                      
1 4 0 9 U. S. 1 8 8 ( 1 9 7 2).
2 W e d e ci d e t hi s c a s e wit h o ut or al ar g u m e nt p urs u a nt t o R ul e 2 1 5, S C A C R.
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D e c 1 6 2 0 2 1
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