






































contends that these findings are clearly erroneous, and that certiorari should be granted by this
Court.
B. Discussion

“When a courtroom arrangement is challenged as inherently prejudicial, the question is

whether there is ‘an unacceptable risk ... of impermissible factors coming into play.’” State v.

Tucker, 324 S.C. 155, 175, 478 S.E.2d 260, 270-271 (1996) (quoting Holbrook v. Flynn, 475 U.S.
560, 570 (1'986)). “Under this standard, a Holbrook claim is difficult to establish, and a reviewing
court must assess ‘the scene presented to jurors and determine whether what they saw was so
inherently prejudicial as to pose an unacceptable threat to the defendant’s right to a fair trial.” Hill

v. Ozmint, 339 F.3d 187, 199 (4th Cir. 2003) (quoting Holbrook, 475 U.S. at 572).

In this case, it is important to note the physical structure and layout of the courthouse and
courtroom, particularly from the perspective of a juror. Upon arrival at the courthouse, a juror
would have gone through security where numerous armed officers, including at least one armed
with an assault rifle, stood guard. That juror would then go to the one courtroom in the courthouse
and observe a trial where at least fifteen to twenty visible and armed officers stood watch over the
trial. That juror would have had to know that all of the police Qfﬁcers in and around the courtroom,
and the courthouse in general, were there for one purpose—this specific trial—as no other court
activity could take place at the Marion County Courthouse while this trial unfolded.

Under these circumstances, the increased police presence at the Applicant’s trial was highly
prejudicial. No reasonable juror could have come to the courthouse and not been unduly influenced
by the extreme measures the authorities took to ensure the security of the courthouse. Every
moment of the juror’s experience, from the juror’s entry to the courthouse, to observing the trial,

to leaving the courthouse, would have been done under an atmosphere dominated by police
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