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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) , AMENDED INDICTMENT FOR
' EXPLOITATION OF A VULNERABLE ADULT
COUNTY OF GREENVILLE ' :

At a Court of General Sessions, convened on GQT i 8 ‘ 2018 the Grand Jurors of Greenville
County present upon their oath: _ l
That POLLY McABEE HINDMAN did in Greenville County, between the 29th day of November 2012, and the
8th day of April, 2014, knowingly and willfully abuse, neglect or e%.plo.'it BETTE RIDDLE, a vulnerable adult, to

wit: The defendant did take an improper, unlawful or unauthorized use of the ﬁmds, assets, property or power of

attorney of the vulneérable adult, BETTE RIDDLE, for the proiit or advantage of that person.or another person.

This is in violation of §43-35-0085 of the South Carolina Code of Laws {1976) as amended.

Against the peace and dignity of the State, aud contrary to the statute in such case made and provided.

: /
4 (ppedy F s

"SOLICITOR 7 BAR # 64840




o DOCKET NO. 2015-GS-23-001563
WITNESSES b Amended Indictment  spH

" 3T Martin The State of South Carolina

Greenville County Sheriffs Office County of Greenville

12/15/2014 COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS
Octobef TERM 2016
‘ THE STATE
V8.
ARREST WARRANT NUMBER
2014A2330210136
POLLY McABEE HINDMAN
ACTION OF GRAND JURY
FOREMAN GRAND JURY '
.eperson of Grand Jury
VERDI v —
ERDICT T4 " Indictment for
2657
EXPLOITATION OF A VULNERABLE ADULT
 VIGLATION §43-36-0085
Foreperson of Petit Jury ~
Date: ENTEHE

ACCT.
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A ARREST WARRANT @T%\s{ STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) V .  ORIGINAL 55 i seten
N AN, ; . ) TC K] Couny  [T] Muniipainy o ) AFFIDAVIT eeasin
Z P 2014A2330210136 Fh Loy Srecmille ) S T ‘
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA v B A te@@ﬂ appeared before me the aant J T Martin o © . who
IE D ty B N D _duly swom deposes and says lhat defendant Polly Mcabee Hindman R o )
Gmnvi“e Id this county and state on or about 11/29/2012 o the of the
Sl of South Carclina (or ordinance of E(] County/ D Municipality of Greenville )
THE STATE 44083126 in lowing  particulars:
1
Polly Mcabee Hindman agal.ns DESCRIPTION OF OFFENSE: Exploitation / Exploitation of a vulnerable adult
Address:
Easley, SC 29640- et er Sl hat there s pobable cauwse to befieve thal the defendamt named above did commi
Phone: , ssu:-:_ the cime sel forth and that probable cause Is based on the following facts:
o< E R W Mgt S 3 Weght 135 oo EVIDENCE IMPLICATING THE DEFENDANT AND CO-DEFENDANT IN THIS CRIME, DEFENDANT
oL 3“"&-73:_ oue N ELECTED HERSELF AS POWER OF ATTORNEY OVER VICTIM, VICTIM IS 84 YEARS OLD AND SUFFERS FROM
pos: 1955 Agency ORI#:  SC0230000 DEMENTIA AND OTHER HEALTH PROBLEMS. VICTIM IS IN ANURSING HOME. DEFENDANT DID TAKE VICTIM'S
Prosecuting Agency:  Greenville Coung Sheriffs Office MONEY AND USE IT FOR HER OWN PERSONAL USE. THE AMOUNT OF FINANCIAL EXPLOITATION IN THIS CASEIS
Prosecuting Cfficer: J T Martin - 0224 OVER $10,000.00. THIS OCCURRED IN GREENVILLE COUNTY.
Offense: Exploitation / Exploitation of a vulnerable adult 3
Offense Code: 2657 ’ - ‘ B
. GodelOrdinance Sec:  43-35-0085(D) Sgnatureof Al : /"’_;‘:,_,L
I [ in : ) —
D‘ County/ D Munlclpalfy of %Ti::m:? ™ ‘BOI;::HMW“ ; Afiant's 4 Mcgee Street \
- Tha sccused . Greenville, SC 29601-
13 to be amesled and broughl  before  me to be GreenvﬂleC! !MEI I l EB EalTE Eﬂmum (864)271-5210 ]
deslt with according to the law,
{-8) NOV 10 2014 ARREST WARRANT
Bignaturo of Judgo .
Date: TO ANY LAW ENMWM&BWHTATE OR MUNICIPALITY OR ANY CONSTABLE OF THIS COUNTY:
SHEH";FP'QWF’QE the ebove afidevit that there are ressonable grounds o belleve fhat
A of this R “BN . 0 on orabout  11/29/2012 defendant  Polly Mcabee Hindman
oPY / digiclate the criminal laws of the Stals of South Carolina (or ordinance of
defendant (5 '//ﬂﬂn/ County’  [T] Municipaltyof  Greenville ) as set forth betow:
an 3 Y
—ZI 7 DEBCRIPTION OF OFFENSE: Exploitation / Exploitation of a vulnerable adult
A , S 3 b2 20 Ha':ngfoundpmbabieemmandlhanbovoaﬁanlhavlngawumbeforerne.youamempowemdanddimdedtoanasuhesaidderendanlandb:inghlmor
mm mﬂ:'fom::nm 1o be dealt with according to law. A copy of this Arest Wamant shall be dalivered to the defendant al the me of ts execution, or e
ereafier as e
) to and subscribed bafore me )
Greenville General Sessions - ) Judge's Address  Law Enforcement Center
305 E. North Street Ls) ) Greenville, SC 29601-2256
Greenville County Courthouse ) Judge’s Telephone  (864)467-5312

ORIGINAL ' ORIGINAL ORIGINAL ORIGINAL ORIGINAL ORIGINAL ORIGINAL

I -
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INDICTMENT/CASE#: __ 2015GS2301563

A/W#:  2014A2330210136
Date of Offense: _ 11/29/2012
S.C.Code § :_43-35-0085(D)

CDR Code #: 2657

STATE VS.
" Polly Mcabee Hindman

AKA:

Race: WHITE Sex: F Age: 61

DOB: QU955 SS¥ AN
Address:

City,State,Zip: . Easley, SC 29640

DL#: St SID#;

*CDL Yes[] No[] CMV Yes[] No[] Hazmat Yes[] No[]

In disposition of the said indictment comes now the Defendant who was {0 CONVICTEDOF or [JPLEADS
TO: Intimidation Of A Vunerable Adult

in violationof § 43-35-0085(D) ] of the 8.C. Code of Laws, bearing CDR Code # 2657

[X] NON-VIOLENT (J VIOLENT [JSERIOUS - [JMOST SERIOUS  [[JMandatory GPS(CSC ‘[J8§17-2545
w/minor 1st or Lewd Act)

The charge is: As Indicted, [“]Lesser Included Offense, [ ]Defendant Waives Presentment to Grand Jury. (defendant's initials)
Thepleais: [ ]Without Negotiations or Recommendation, [J Negotiated Sentence, [ Recommendation by the State.

A : oo 64_8;10
Hari lvia SC Bar# Defendant Attorney for Defendant SC Bar#

SENTENCE SHEET

S N et Nt vl N Nt o st ¥

WHEREFORE, the Defendant is commjted to the [0 State Department of Corrections, [] County Detention Center,

for a determinate term of 5— yearé or  [] under the Youthful Offender Act not to exceed years
and/or to pay a fine of $ ; provided that upon the service of _mmwm and/or payment

of ; plus costs and assessments as applicable®; the balance is suspended with  probation for R

“udnsss/years and subject to South Carolina Department of Probation, Parole and Pardon Services standard conditions of
probation, which are incorporated by reference. ,L/

|%;ONCURRENT or [1 CONSECUTIVE to sentence on:
The Defendant is to be given credit for time served pursuant to S.C. Code 8 24-13-40 to be calculated and applied

by the State Department of Corrections. / /) 4
{J The Defendant is to be placed on the Central Registry of Child Abuse and Neglect pursuant to S.C. Code §17-25-135.
Pursuant to 18 U.S.C Section 922,it is unlawful for a person convicted of a violation of Section 16-25-20 or 16-25-65 (Domestic

Violece ) to ship, transport, possess, or receive a firearm or ammunition.

el é 0 zgﬁpncm CONDITIONS:
( BﬁST/I%A’TC;{Mé (’Dgterre(d( [[] Def. Walves Hearing [JOrdered  pTUP

Total: $ - plus 20% fee: $ A 4 days/paurs Public Service Employment
Payment Terms: A A Obtain GED O
[[] Set by SCDPPPS [ E N L@@Zé Z — - Attend Voc. Rehab. or Job Corp.
— i May serve W/E begining
Recipient: ' Substance Abuse Counseling O
" *Fine: 3 Random Drug/Alcohol testing [E/
§ 14-1-206 (Assessments 107.5 %) 3 Fine may be pd. in equal, consegutive weekly/monthly
§ 14-1-211(A)(1) (Conv. Surcharge) $10 8§ J(0D.(17) pmsof$ ___ beginning
§14-1-211(AX2) (DUI Surcharge) $100 ~§ . .
B 56-5-2995 (DUI Assessment) $12 T $ _____ paid to Public Defender Fund
§ 56-1-286 (DUI Breath Test) 325 [ Other:
Proviso 61.6 (Public Def/Probation) $500 5
§ 14-1-212 (Law Enforce. Funding) - $£25 $ Ty‘ F 5( i )
§ 14-1-213 (Drug Court Surcharge) $150 [
§ 50-21-114(BUI Breath Test Fee) $50 $ WEFER Si7 ICENE
§ 56-5-2942(J) (Vehicle Assessment) $40/ca § (0 Appointed PD or appointed other counsel,
3%to County  (if paid in installments) s ) ‘i i ) Proviso 61.6 requires $500 be paid to Clerk
! during probation and shall be collected before
TOTAL ' s |30. '76 any other fees.

Presiding Judge @ ((// L(’Q

Clerk of Court/ Deputy Clerk éu,b? A lll LO-M/"‘"“’I Judge Code: 2-[ 3D

Court Reporter: km a Sentence Date;: /2 / { L{f[ N
SCCA17 (07/20 nsS ugn ef— TEYTLE I P [ T ~17-7;
‘ IZ{Q ga by 70, par Oy v
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS

COUNTY OF GREENVILLE 2015-GS-23-01563

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA,

vs. TRANSCRIPT OF RECORD

POLLY MCABEE HINDMAN;

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
DEFENDANT. )

' ORIGINAL

December 14, 2016
Greenville, South Caroclina

BEVFORE: -

THE HONORABLE EDWARD W. MILLER, JUDGE; and a jury.

APPEARANCE S:

SYLVIA P. HARRISON, ESOQ.
JULIA V. HENDRICKS, ESO.
Assistant Solicitors

JAMES P. O'CONNELL, ESOQ.
Attorney for the Defendant

HOLLIE M. JENKINS
Circuit Court Reporter
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PROCEEDINGS

(WHEREUPON, State's Exhibit Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7,

8, 9, 10, 11, and 12 were marked for identification

only.)

THE COURT: Have we got anything before we get a jury
up here?

MS. HARRISON: Nothing from the State, Your Honor.

MR. O'CONNELL: Nothing from us, Your Honor.

Thank you.

THE COURT: How about witness lists or voir dire?

MS. HARRISON: Well, Your Honor, I've handed my
witness list up.

THE COURT: I see it.

Two witnesses; right?

MR. O'CONNELL: I turned my voir dire in earlier,'but
if you want another copy of it.

THE COURT: Well, you turned it into who?

MR. O'CONNELL: The Court up here. The Clerk of
Court, I believe.

THE CLERK: I'm not aware of it. He didn't turn it
in today.

THE COURT: We don't have it. So if you have some
voir dire, you need to --

MR. O'CONNELL: There you dgo.

THE CLERK: Thank you.
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THE COURT: I think my voir dire will cover it.

All right. Are you ready to go?

MS. HARRISON: The State's ready, Your Homnor.

MR. O'CONNELL: We are ready, Your Honor.

Thank you.

THE COURT: Okay. Let's get a jury.

THE CLERK: Do you know how many you want? Did you
tell her?

THE COURT: Five and five, so probably 30.

(Pause. )

(WHEREUPON, the jury panel entered the courtroom.)

THE COURT: Ladies and gentlemen, welcome up to
courtroom four.

And, again, I want to thank you for your
participation this week as members of our jury pool.

We are going to now begin the process of qualifying

you for the next case on the docket. And so let me

introduce that case to you. This is the State of South

Carolina v. Polly McAbee Hindman.

And this indictment is for exploitation of a
vulnerable adult. And it alleges that Polly McAbee
Hindman did in Greenville County between the 29th day of
November, 2012, and the 8th day of April, 2014, knowingly
and willfully abuse, neglect, or exploit Bette Riddle, a

vulnerable adult, in that the Defendant did take an

10
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improper, unlawful, or unauthorized use of the funds,
assets, property, or power of attorney of the vulnerable .
adult, Bette Riddle, for the profit or advantage of that
person’or another person.

Now, ladies and gentlemen, to this indictment, the
Defendant has pled not guilty. And, és such, certain
rights attach, which belong to every person éharged with a

criminal offense in this country. And that is she is

"presumed to be innocent, unless and until the State can

prove beyond a reasonable doubt eaéh and every element of
the offense that she is charged with. Please keep that in
mind throughout the course of these proceedings.

I would, also, tell you that this document which I
published to you, the indictment, is not evidence. And
you should take no inference or make any presumption from
the fact that that document issued. It's just the formal
written instrument which allows this case to wind its way
through our system to arrive hefe in court for |
disposition.

Now, before I begin the questioning to qualify you
all to serve on this particular case, I'll ask the
attorneys to stand, identify themselves and their client.

MS. HARRISON: I'm Sylvia Harrison. I'm with the
Greenville Solicitor;é Office. I'm the prosecutor in this

case.

11
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MS. HENDRICKS: I'm Jenna Hendricks. I'm, also, with

the Greenville Solicitor's Office.

MR. TIM MARTIN: Tim Martin, Greenville County
Sheriff's Office, criminal investigator.

THE COURT: All right.

MR. O'CONNELL: I'm Jim O'Connell.

I represent Ms. Polly Hindman, the Defendant, in this

- case.

THE COURT: All right. Thank you very much.

JURY QUALIFICATION

THE COURT: Is there any member of the jury panel who
is related by blood or marriage, or who has a business,
personal, or social relationship with any of the attorneys
involved in this case, or a member of the Thirteenth
Circuit Solicitor's Office? ‘If so, please, stand.

(WHEREGPON, there was no responsél)

THE COURT: 1Is there any member of the jury panel
related by blood or marriage, or who has a~busineés,
personal, or social relationship with either'Ms. Polly‘
McAbee Hindman or Ms.“BettevRiddle? If so, please, stand.

(WHEREUPON, there was no response.)

THE COURT: I'm going to read a list of potential
witness in the case, so, please, listen. I'll need to
know the same about these folks. Harvard Riddle, Tim

Martin, Claire Riddle, Leisa Norris, Nancy Roof, Tyler
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O'Shields, Rachel Garner, Mary Ellen Cervetti, Polly
Hindman, and Bob Hindman.

Is there any member of the jury panel related by .
blood or marriage, or who has a business, personal, or
social relationship with any of those potential witnesses
whose names I have just read? If so, please, stand.

(WHEREUPON, there was no response.) |

THE COURT: Is there any member of the jury panel who
has any knowledge about the events that are alleged in
this indictment? If so, please, stand.

(WHEREUPON, there was no response.)

THE COURT: Is there any member of the jury panel, or

a family member, or a close personal friend who has ever

' been the victim of or charged with this type of offense?

If so, please, stand.

(WHEREUPON, there was no response.)

THE COURT: Is there any member of the jury panel
who's aware of any bias or prejudice towards either the
State or the Defense? If so, please,'standt

(WHEREUPON, ﬁhere was no response.)

THEACOURT: Is there any member of the jury panel who
is a member of or a contributor to a group whose primary

concern is the promotion of law enforcement or victims

rights? Examples would be MADD, SADD, or CAV. If so,

please, stand.

13
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(WHEREUPON, there was no response.)

THE COURT: Does any juror know of any reason
whatsoever why you should not serve in this case with
particular emphasis on your ability to be fair and
impartial to both the State and the Defenée, and to judge
this case based solely on the merits of the evidence
presented in this courtroom and the law as I would give it
to you? If you cannot do that, please, stand and let us
know now.

(WHEREUPON, there was no response.)

THE COURT: Anything further from the State?

MS. HARRISON: Nothing, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Defense?

MR. O'CONNELL: Nothing from us.

Thank you.

THE COURT: Okay. Let's strike the jury.

THE CLERK: Okay. And it's five and five?

THE COURT: Five and five.

JURY SELECTION

THE CLERK: Juror #21, Caitlin Clark.

Please stand in place.

(WHEREUPON, Caitlin Clark,'a white female, stood.)
THE COURT: What says the State?

MS. HARRISON: Please preéent Ms. Clark.

MR. O'CONNELL: Please strike the juror, Your Honor.

14




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

11

THE CLERK: You may take your seat.

.Juror #41, Devin Gossett.

(WHEREUPON, Devin Gossett, a black male, stood.)
THE CLERK: What says the State?

MS. HARRISON: Please excuse this juror.

THE CLERK: You may take your seat.

Juror #109, Karen Trieper.

(WHEREUPON, Karen Trieper, a white female, stood.)
THE CLERK: What says the State?

MS. HARRISON: Please present this.jurof.

THE CLERK: What says the Defendant?

MR. O'CONNELL: Seat the juror, Your Honbr.

THE CLERK: You may bring your things and have a seat

in the jury box.

Juror #44, Michael Hamilton.

(WHEREUPON, Michael Hamilton, a black male, étood.)
THE CLERK: What says the State?

MS. HARRISON: Please present this juror.

THE CLERK: What says the Defendant?

MR. O'CONNELL: Seat the juror, Your Honor.

THE CLERK: You may bring your things and have a seat

in the jury box.

THE BAILIFF: This way, sir. This way.
THE CLERK: Juror #110, Todd Tucker.

(WHEREUPON, Todd Tucker, a white male, stood.)

15
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TﬁE CLERK: What says the State?

MS. HARRISON: Please bPresent Mr. Tucker.

MR. O'CONNELL: Seat the juror, Your Honor.

THE CLERK: You may bring your things and have a geat
in the jury box.

Juror #74, Julia O'Brien.

(WHEREUPON, Julia O'Brien, a white female, stood.)

THE CLERK: What says the State?

MS. HARRISON: Please Present this juror.

MR. O'CONNELL: Strike this juror, Your Honor.

THE CLERK: You may take a seat.

Juror #87, Kara Queen.

(WHEREUPON, Kara Queen, a white female, stood.)

THE CLERK: What says the State?

MS. HARRISON: Please bresent this juror.

THE CLERK: What says the Defendant?

'MR..O'CONNELL: Strike the juror, Your Honor.

THE CLERK? You may take your seat.

Juror #11, James Breisch.

(WHEREUPON, James Breisch, a white male, stood.)

THE CLERK: What says the State?

MS. HARRISON: Please présent the juror.

THE CLERK: What says the Defendant?

MR. O'CONNELL: Seét'the juror, Your Homor.

THE CLERK: You may take your -- bring your things

16
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and have a seat in the jury box.

" Juror #104, John Stanley.

(WHEREUPON, John Stanley, a white male, stood.)

THE CLERK: What says the State?

MS. HARRISON: Please present fhis juror.

THE CLERK: What says the befendant?

MR. O'CONNELL: Seat the juror, Your Honor.

THE CLERK: You may bring your things and have a seat

in the jﬁry box. |

Juror #86, Barbara Pulley.

(WHEREUPON, Barbara Pulley, a black female, stood.)
THE CLERK: What says the State?

MS. HARRISON: Please present this juror.

THE CLERK: What says the Defendant?

MR. O'CONNELL: Strike this juror, Yéur Honor.

THE CLERK: Ydﬁ may take your seat.

Juror #27, Charnley Demeritt.

(WHEREUPON, Charnley Demeritt, a white female,
stood.)

THE CLERK: What says the State?

MS. HARRISON: Please present this juror.

THE CLERK: What says the Defendant?

MR. O'CONNELL: Seat the juror, Your Honor.

THE CLERK: You may bfing your things and have a seat

in the jury box.

17
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Juror #100, Marina Shew.

(WHEREUPON, Marina Shew, a white female, stood.)
THE CLERK: What says the State?

MS. HARRISON: Please present this juror.

THE CLERK: What says the Defendant?

MR. O'CONNELL: Seat the'juror, Your Honor.

THE CLERK: You may have a seat in the jury box.
Juror #97, Michelle Shaw.

(WHEREUPON, Michelle Shaw, a white female, stood.)
THE CLERK: What says the State?

MS. HARRISON: Please present this juror.

THE CLERK: What says the Defendant?

MR. O'CONNELL: Seat the juror, Your Honor.

THE CLERK: You may have a seat in the jury box.
Juror #115, Thomasina Wolfe.

(WHEREUPON, Thomasina Wolfe, a black female, stood.)
THE CLERK: What says the State?

MS. HARRISON: Please present this juror.

THE CLERK: What says the Defendant?

MR. O'CONNELL: Seat the juror.

THE CLERK: You may have a seat in the jury box.
Juror #111, Jonathan Turmon.

(WHEREUPON, Jonathan Turmon, a black male, stood.)
THE CLERK: What says the State?

Ms. HARRISON: Please present this juror.
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MR. O'CONNELL: Please strike the juror, Your Honor.

THE CLERK: You may take your seat.

Juror #2, Christopher Abreu.

(WHEREUPON, Christopher Abreu, a Hispanic male,

stood.)

THE CLERK: What says the State?

MS. HARRISON: Please present this juror.

THE CLERK: What says the befendant?

MR. O'CONNELL: Seét the juror, Your Honor.

THE CLERK: You may bring your things and have a seat
in the jury box.

Juror #9, Tony Bisbee.

(WHEﬁEUPON, Tony Bisbee, a white male, stood.)

THE CLERK: What says the State?

MS. HARRISON: Please present this juror.

THE CLERK: What says the Defendant? |

MR. O'CONNELL: Seat the juror, Your Honor.

THE CLERK: You may bring your things and have a seat
in the jury box.

Juror #7, Debra Barnett.

(WHEREUPON, Debra Barnett, a white female, stood.)

THE CLERK; What says the State? |

MS. HARRISON: Please present this juror.

THE CLERK: What says the Defendant?

MR. O'CONNELIL: Strike this juror, Your Honor.
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jury box.

And

THE

One

THE

CLERK: I have five --

COURT: No --

CLERK: I'm sorry.

HARRISON: I think you've ran out.

COURT:

It's five and five.

O'CONNELL: Okay.

COURT:

For cause?

O'CONNELL: Then we'll seat the juror.

COURT: Okay.

CLERK: Bring your things and have a seat in the
alternates?

COURT: Yes. Let's get one alternate.

and one.

CLERK: Juror #23, Katherine Colliqs.

.(WHEREUPON, Katherine Collins, a black female,

stood.)

THE

CLERK:

What says the Stat?

MS. HARRISON: Please present the juror.

THE

CLERK:

What says the --

MR. O'CONNELL: Seat the juror, Your Honor.

THE

CLERK:

in the jury box.

THE

COURT':

You may bring your things and have a seat

All right. Any exception or objection to

the jury as impanelled from the State?

mn




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

© 17

18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

17

MS. HARRISON: None from the State, Your Honor.

THE COURT: From the Defense?

MR. O'CONNELL: Nothing from us, Your Hopor.' y

THE COURT: Okay. |

THE CLERK: Send them back to Judy.

THE COURT: Ladies and gentlemen, at this time, I'll
excuse you all to return back to the jury assembly room.

Thank you.

(WHEREUPON, the remaining jury panel members exited

the courtroom.)

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS

THE COURT: Ladies and gentlemen, thank you all for
being here again.

I want to tell you we have a dispute about the facté
in this case which can't be resolved in any fashion other
than to ask a jury tovcome up, listen to the evidence
presented in the courtroom, and the law as I will give it .
to you, and come to a decision which will resd}ve the
dispute.

I would remind you that the indictment is not
evidence, and you should take no inference or make any
presumption from the fact that it issued with respect to
the question of guilt or innocence. Tt's just a formal
document which allows this case to arrive here in court

for disposition.
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I, also, remind you that every person charged with a
criminal offense is presumed to be innocent, unless and
until the State can prove them guilty beyond any
reasonable doubt of each and every element of the offense
that they are charged with.

For your benefit, I break a trial into five parts to
give you a little bit of a procedural road map to let you
know where you are in the trial and what's coming next.
The first part we're engaged in now are the opening
statements to you. I'll make these briéf comments and
thenAturn it over to the attorneys, after y'all have taken
your oath, to make their brief, non-argumentative opening
statements to you.

The second part of the trial is the meat and potatoes
of every case, and‘that's the presentation of the
testimony and the evidence in this case. And the evidence
will come to you in, generally, omne of three wéys. The
first most commonly thought of way is through oral
testimony from this witness stand. The second most common
way is through the introduction of documents or tangible
items. And the third most common way is when the-parﬁies
agree that some fact is so beyond dispute that you should
accept it as true, or what we call a stipulation of the

parties.

Now, the third part of the trial will be after all of
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the evidence has been preéented. We'll -- then the
attorneys will make their closing arguments to you. 2nd
it's an opening statement, which are brief and
non-argumentative, and a closing argument where the
attorneys argue the facts and the law, and present their
side of the case, and urge you to resolve the dispute in
their favor.

The fourth part of the trial will be when I charge
you with what the law is in this case. And then the fifth
part of the trial will be when you all retire to your jury
room to deliberate the case and resolve the dispute.

Now, they're not of equal length. And, as you can
imagine, in almost every case, the presentation of the
evidence is.the longest part‘of the trial. But, at least,
you'll know what's coming next if you can hang on to that
little map I've outlined for you.

T want to -- I'll ask you to do a number of things
throughout the course of the trial. Most importantly, T
ask you to keep an open mind. Don't have a -- don't make
a decision about how this case should be resolved until
aftér all the evidence has been presented and the law has
been given to you.

And the second thing I ask you to do is to pay
attention. TIt's easy to let your mind wander off. And if

you do that, you might miss an answer from a witness or
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how a witness reacts to a question, what we call a
witnesées demeanor, which might be important in your
deliberations at the conclusion of the trial. 2nd if you
weren't paying attention, you'd be at a disadvantage in
resolving this dispute.

And then, finally, I instruct you not to discuss the
case with anyone until the conclusion of the trial when
you're free to deliberate. That means when we break for
lunch and you go to lunch with a family member or a
friend, you can't talk about it with them. You can't talk
about-it with the bailiffs, or you can't even talk about
the facts of the case among yoﬁrself -- among yourselves.

And that -- the reaé;nlfor that is even an innocent
comment from someone who you like and trust might impact
your state of mind. And that would not be fair to the
paxties here. It wouldn't be fair to your fellow jurors.
It wouldn't be fair to yourself to allow someone who is
not making the sacrifices that each of you are making to
have any input in the outcome of this trial.

So don't talk about it. And don't -- if you hear
about a location or -- don't go visit the location. Don't
do any Internet research. Don't get on some éocial media

site and discuss it.

Everything you're going to need to know to resolve

this case you'll hear in this courtroom. And that's a
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vital and important rule of our procedure. And if you all
violate it in this case, it's like chipping away at some
giant statue. And if you chip away enough, the whole
thing falls down. 8o protect it right here right now.

I'11l tell you that YOu all are the sole judges of the
facts in the case. 1It's up to you to determine who to
believe and who not to believe, what is true and what is
not true.

And a trial judge is not allowed by law to have an
opinion about the facts of the case. So don't think by
anything I say or do throughout the course of the trial
that I have such.an opinion. It is up to you all to make,
that determination.

The same law that makes you the sole judge of the
facts makes me the sole judge of the law. So if you thiﬁk
you have any idea as to what the law is or what the law
ought to be and it disagrees with what I tell you the law
is throughout the course of the trial and at the
conclusion of the trial, then you're going to swear an
ocath in just a second to set aside your own opinion and
apply the law precisely as I state it to you, which
ensures that everyone is tried under the same law.

A couple other things I guess I could tell you.

There may be times during the trial when I ask the lawyers

to approach the bench and discuss some issue. We call
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that a bench conference. Or I would ask y'all to retire
to your jury room so we can discués some matter of law.

T will tell you that we are not trying to deceive
you, but we may well be trying to keep something from you.
And we may be discussing a disputed piece of evidence that
should not be admitted. And you can understand, I think,
that if it's inappropriate to be in the trial, you all
shouldn't heaf it. '2and we talk about other things like
the lengﬁh of a witness and logistical things.

So we are not trying to deceive you with anything in
any way. But we may be trying to discuss some things that
are not appropriate for the jury to hear. That's what
we'll be doing in those circumstances.

With that, I'm going to ask y'all to stand in place
and take the oath. |

THE CLERK: The correct response to the oath is, "I
will."

Will you raise your right hand?

(WHEREUPON, the jury was sworn at approximately

10:20 a.m.)

THE CLERK: Thank you.

You may have a seat.

THE COURT: Okay.

OPENING STATEMENTS

MS. HARRISON: Thank you, Your Honor.

RIS
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May it please the Court.

Thank you for being here today.

Today's case is about. exploiting a vulnerable adult.
And what that means is taking advantage of someone because
of their age or their mental status. The person that was
taken advantage of today is a lady by the name of Bette
Riddle. She spells her name B-E-T-T-E. And later on,
that's going to be an important fact.

The Defendant sitting over there ié her half-sister.
She has another half-sister, Leisa Norris, who you'll,
also, hear from today. They didn't grow up with Bette
Riddle. There's probably 20 to 25 years difference
between them. They have the same father, but not the same
mother.

In 2011, Ms. Riddle's husband died, Leonard. They
were very close. And he left her quite well off. She had
an estate well over half a million dollars.

All of the sudden about a year later, Ms. Hindman
shows up, along with her half-sister, and takes the
brother-in-law off a power of attorney and executes three,
three powers of attorney dated November 29th, 2035 20/t

These powers of attorney are used to access the Wells
Fargo account, banking account. Suddenly, there are two

people on this account now, Leisa and Bette Riddle. Now,

that happened November 29th, 2012.
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On December 19th, 2012, the Defendant commits the
vulnerable adult ‘to Marshgll Pickens. The day before
that, on December 18th, 2012, she writes herself three
checks with the assistance of her sister to herself for
"Ms. Riddle's funeral.". It adds up to be-about $13,000.
And this is December 18th, 2012, the day before she
commits her to Marshall Pickens.

I'd like to tell you thét you will not hear from
Ms. Riddle today. But she's alive and well in assisted
care living. And this is four years after, almost to the
day.

She, also, wrote herself a check for death
certificates. The same day she committed Ms. Riddle to
Marshall Pickens, she and her sister go to BB&T Bank --
and Mary Ellen Cervetti will give you this testimony --
with the power of attorney where Ms. ﬁiddle's name is
misspelled and ask to get ahold of $339,000. Ms. Mary
Ellen Cervetti looks at the power of attorney and says,
no, that's not happening. They return two days later with
another power of attorney that's executed on the same day
with different handwriting that's recorded two days later.

In the meantime, though, BB&T has been proactive.
They've coﬁtacted Mr. Harvard Riddle and said, somebody is
trying to access your and Bette's CDs, what do you want to

do? And they protected them. To make things further --
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worse further, they go to BB&T a third time and demand
access to her $339,000.

I'm here today to tell you, and you'll hear
testimony( that that money is still safe for Ms. Riddle's
care, which she needs. 1It's pretty expensive each month
to take care of her.

The State's case here is based on two theories.
Number one, these powers of attornéy were misused. They
were not used in Ms. Riddle's best interest. It was not
in Ms. Riddle's best interest, number one, for these
ladies to go in and try to get her $339,000. It was not
in her best interest for them to be put on her checking
account. It was not in her best interest for her to pay.
for funeral expenses to the tune of $13,000, which, by the
way, these checks wergn't made payable to McAfee Mortuary
or Woodlawn Mortuary. They're paid directly payable to
the Defendant, which she deposifed in her checking account
the day before she commits her to'Marshall Pickens.

Even if Ms. Riddle wanted to do tha;, it was not in
her best interest. You're taking advantage of a
vulnerable adult. And that's what the evidence is goihg
to show you here today.

You may be asking or thinking, how -- okay, this is
2012. This happened -- we're now in 2006, what happened?

Well, we worked this case backwards. Two attorneys
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contacted Investigator Tim Martin and said -- this was in
2015 -- we think you need to come to a probate court
hearing and hear what's going on. Because Mr. Harvard
Riddle hired an attorney to protect his sister-in-law.

At the end of that, Mr. Martin wiil testify and let
you know that he opened up a criminal case. And that's
where this developed.

At the end of this case -- you're going to hear all
the witnesses. We have about seven. I want you to come
back and find Ms. Hindman guilty of exploiting her
half-gister, Bette Riddle.

Thank you very much.

MR. O'CONNELL: Your Honor, may it please the Court.

THE COURT: Yes.

MR. O'CONNELL: Okay. Good morning.

Esgsentially, this case is about someone trying to do
a good thing. Now, no good deed goes unpunished.

My client did have some kind of input into these
powers of attorney, but they weren't hers. She didn't
type them up and draw them up as far as they wefe done.
They were done by Leisa Norris. And they were asked --
Polly was asked to come.over with her husband and witness
the signing. But when you look them over, I think only
one really has her name on it. The others have other

peoples name on it, Leisa and her husband on it.
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Now, as to this going to the banks and Stuff; it is
our intention to show you that my client didn't go to the
bank, that Leisa Norris went to the bank. And we were
told -- or she was told that they had to put these peoples
name on there. So.that's why that was done.

Yes, my client did get her into Marshall Pickens, I
think, 6n December 12th of 2012. And that's because she
wouldn't feed herself, or wouldn't take care of herself.
And then later in early January, the Judge at probate
court found that she was in need of help.

Well, then you go for a whole year and a half of
nobody doing anything. No money was taken out of these
accounts. My client only got money to take care of the
lawn and when she went to get like pens, or somethiné of
that nature, you know, store stuff. She didn't get any
money out of this case.

And then they went to this probate hearing. And the
two attorneys, rightfully so -- I probably would have doné
the same thing -- said there's something not right about
this because, you know, four powers of attorney. Thefe's,
actually, another one that Mr. Riddle had done. But he
had one, too. But all that money was in an account.

And, at that hearing, there's a court order that
says -- it doesn't say their power of attorney was

invalid. It just said they had to come to court and ask
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the court to do anythirg about it. It was never rendered
invalid.

My client is here, like I started off and said -- you
know, you just try to do the best you can sometimes. And
she was trying to help out. And that's why we're here.

I think they -- the Solicitor is using those four
powers of attorney and the money, which my client didn't
get any of, to say, hey, you did something wrong. 2And she
didn't do it.

We thank you very much.

I hope you guys will listen up and just find my
client not guilty.

Thank you.

THE COURT: Okay. Call your first witness.

MS. HARRISON: Your Honor, the first thing we would
like to do is admit State's Exhibit Nos. 1 through -- 1
through 8 in under 902 sub four, certified copies of
public record. These are the powers of attorney in the
probate court commitments.

Here, let me give you copies.

THE COURT: Any objection?

MR. O'CONNELL: Your Honor, these are the same ones
we got in discovery, I believe. So, at this time, I don't
object to them.

THE COURT: Okay.
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(WHEREUPON, State's Exhibit Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7,

and 8 were admitted into evidence.)

MS. HARRISON: Let me get him copies so -- just to
make it maybe a little more organized.

THE COURT: All right.

(Pause.)

MS. HARRISON: Thank you, Your Honor.

So these are admitted into evidence, State's Exhibit
Nos. 1 through 87

THE COURT: Without objection.

MS. HARRISON: Thank you.

THE COURT: Have they been marked?

MS. HARRISON: Yes, sir. They have been pre-marked.

THE COURT: Okay.

MS. HENDRICKS: The State calls Rachael Garner.

THE CLERK: Will you, please, come forward?

And put your left hand on the Bible, and raise your
right hand.

WHEREUPON,

RACHAEL GARNER,
after first having been duly sworn, testified as follows:

THE CLERK: Please have a seat.
And will you state your full name for the record?
THE WITNESS: Rachael Garner.

MS. HENDRICKS: May it please the Court.
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' DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MS. HENDRICKS:
Q Where are you employed?
A Wells Fafgo.
Q And what is your position?
a I'm a branch manager.
Q And how long have you been a branch manager with
Wells Fargo?
A I've been a branch manager just a few months, since
late September.
Q Okay. Can you start back, at least, 10 years and
give a brief rundown of your work experience and training?
A Uh-huh. I've been with Wells Fargo for almost six
years. I've had every position, teller, banker, retailer,
service manager.

I was a service manager for two years, which is like
a teller manager. And before that, I worked at a shoe
company. And that was for about two and a half years,

three years as an assistant manager there.

e Okay. And did you get training for all of these

positions?
A I did. Through every change that I had at Wells
Fargo, I got training starting as a teller and every

change from there.

Q Okay. I'd like to show you what's been pre-marked as
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State's Exhibit No. 9. Can you identify what these

documents are?

A I can. The first one is a bank statement for
November 1, 2012 through November 30, 2012; a bank
statement December -- for -- all for Wells Fargo

December 1st through the 31st of 2012; and January 1lst,
2013 through January 31st, 2013. All for -- it léoks like
a checking account. And then there's multiple checks

drawn off the same account.

Q Okay. And is this a fair and accurate copy of the

originals?
A Yes, ma'am.
Q And in the regular course of business at Wells Fargo,

does Wells Fargo have a system for document storage for

originals?

A No. We don't store originals.

o] But you have a -- you.store copies, instead of
originals?

A Yes, we store copies. I understénd. We keep

electronic copies --

Q Okay.
A -- of the originals.
Q And does that process accurately copy and store

records of Wells Fargo's customers bank records?

A Yes, ma'am.
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RACHAEL GARNER-DIRECT BY MS. HENDRICKS 32

0 And do the copies you have today appear to be a fair
and accurate copy of original Wells Fargo statements and
checks?

A Yes, ma‘'am.

MS. HENDRICKS: Okay. Your Honor, at this time, the
State would like to introduce State's Exhibit No. 9 into
evidence.

MR. O'CONNELL: I have --

THE COURT: ‘Show it to him.

Do YOu object or not?

MR. O'CONNELL: No. No objection.

THE COURT: Okay. No objection.

(WHEREUPON, State's Exhibit No. 9 was admitted into

evidence.)

MS. HENDRICKS: Okay.

MR. O'CONNELL: It's the -- it's the --

THE COURT: Okay. That's all.we need.

All right. Go ahead.

BY MS. HENDRICKS:

o] Can you tell us whose account this is?

A This account is for Bette Riddle.

o) Okay. And you -- can you tell us the difference
between the November 2012 statement and the December 2012

statement as far as whose name the account is in?

A Yes. The November has just Bette Riddle alone as the
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RACHAEL GARNER-DIRECT BY MS. HENDRICKS 33

gsole owner. And the second statement has Bette M. Riddle

with Leisa M. Norris as the POA --

Q Okay.

A -- in December.

Q And can you go.to check number 33087

A Ckay. Yes, ma'am.

Q Okay. Can you tell us the amount of the check?

A $6,059.16.

Q And what is the date the check was written on?

A 12/18/12.

Q- And what does the check say it is for?

A Funeral expenses.

o] And who is the check made payable to?

A Polly Hindman.

o] And so the check was made payable to an individual?
A Yes, ma'am.

Q And can you tell us what happened to the check as far
as who it -- whose account it was deposited in?

A According to the back, it was Polly Hindman. And

then there's an account number under it.

Q Okay. Can you go to check 33072

A Uh—huh.

Q And what is the amqunt of that check?
A $6,773.70.

Q And what date is that check written on?
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RACHAEL GARNER-DIRECT BY MS. HENDRICKS 34

A 12/18/12.

0 And what is the check for?

A For funeral expenses.

Q And who ié it made payable to?

A ~ Polly Hindman.

Q And then was it deposited into Ms. Hindman's account?
A It appears so.

0 Okay. And then can we look at check 3345?

A Uh-huh.

Q Okay. And what is the amount of that check?

A $1,498.

Q And what date was the check written on?

A 12/18/12.

Q And what is the check for?

A Care.

0 And who is it written to?

A Polly Hindman.

Q And then what happened to the check?

A This one says "deposit only," and has the account

number for Polly.

Q Okay. And then can you go to check 33067 It should

be before those in the stack.
A I'm sorry. I missed it. Okay.

0 And can you tell us what the amount of this check is

for?
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A o T

10

e

$20.

And what's the date?

12/18/12.

And what does it say the check is for?

Death certificates.

And who is the check made payable to?

Polly Hindman.

And what happened to the check?

It's signed with an account number, so deposited.
Deposited?

Uh-huh.

Whose account was it deposited into?
Polly's.

MS. HENDRICKS: Okay. No further questioms.
MR. O'CONNELL: No questions, Your Honor.
MS. HARRISON: four Honor, just briefly, I --
THE COURT: Only one lawyer per witness.
Cross-examine --

MR. O'CONNELL: No questions, Your Honor.
THE COURT: No questions.

All right. Thank you.

You can stand down.

MS. HARRISON: Thank you, Your Honor.

The State would cali Leisa Norris.

THE CLERK: Ma'am, come forward.
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And put your left hand on the Bible and raise your
right.
THE BAILIFF: Turn to the Judge.

WHEREUPON,

LEISA M. NORRIS,
after first having been duly sworn, testified as follows:
THE CLERK: Please have a seat.
And will you state your full name for the record?

THE WITNESS: Leisa M. Norris.

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MS. HARRISON:
Q Good morning, Ms. Norris.

Do you know the Defendant, Ms. Hindman, over there?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q How do you know her?

A She's my sister.

o) Okay. How are you related to Bette Riddle?

A She's my half-sister. |

Q Okay. Do you know the difference between your ages?
A I'm 56 and she's around 84, 85.

o] Okay. So 23, 24 years sounds about right?

A Uh-huh.

Q Do you know what your sister does for a living?
A She's not employed right now as I know of.

0 Is she, in fact, disabled?
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Huh-uh.
She's not disabled?

Oh, Bette you're talking about?

(OTN S o B <

No, ma'am. I'm talking about the Defendant,

Ms. Hindman. |

A No, ma'am, not as I know of.

0 Okay. Were you, also, charged with exploitation of a
vulnerable adult concerning Bette Riddle?

Yes, ma'am.

What happened to those charges?

T got five years probation.

Did you plead guilty?"

Yes.

Did you make restitutibn to Harvard Riddle?

Yes.

Okay. Thank you.

The powers of attorney we're going to talk about
right over here that were entered into evidence, can I ask
you to look at these three? Would you look at these
three, please, ma'am, that give you-power of attorney?

Did you prepare those documents?

A No, ma'am.
Q Do you know who did preéare those documents?
A Yes, ma'am.

Q Who prepared them?
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A Polly.

Q Okay. The Defendant prepared the powers of attorney?
A Yes.

Q Okay. Is your signature anywhere on these documents?
A Yes, ma'am,.

Q It is?

A No, ma'am. No.

Q It's ockay. I'm nervous, too.

A I'm sorry.

Q It's ailiright.

All right. Would you tell the jury what the dates
are on all these powers of attorney, the date Ms. Riddle
signed them? It should be on like the second page.

A November 29th, November 29th, and November 29th.
Q Okay. Would you look at the signatures, please? Are

you familiar with Ms. Riddle's handwriting?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q Okay. Would you be able to recognize her signature?
A Yes.

0 Okay. Would you look at the first one, the first

power of attormney, please?

A Yes, ma'am.

o] Did Ms. Riddle sign tﬁat?

A Yes, ma'am. That's her handwriting.
Q

Okay. Well, what's wrong with the power of attorney?
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A She's got it spelled wrong.
Q Okay. So Ms. Riddle spelled her own first name
wrong?

A Yeah. It's spelled on here, B-E-T-T-Y. But she
spells it B-E-T-T-E.

Q Right. So it's your testimony today that Ms. Riddle
misspelled her own first name?

A Yes.

Q Okay.‘ Let's look at.the second one. Is that her
signature?

A It don't look like it.

o) Okay. Will you look at the second one -- look at the
third one, please? Does that look like it?

A No, ma'am.

0] Okay. On the last two powers of attormey that were
executed, who witnessed and notarized those last two?

A Polly, R.L. Hindman.

Q Okay. Who are those people? Now, Polly Hindman is
the Défendant; right?

A Yes.

Q Okay. And is R.L. Hindman her husband?

A Yes.

0 Is there anybody else that witnessed or notarized
these last two powers of attorney?

A No.
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0 Other than the Defendant or her husband?

A No, ma'am.

0 Okay. Now, how did your name get added to the
checking, account at Wells Fargo?

A With my POA.

Q Okay. Which one?

A The first one is the one I had.

0 The first one you --

A Yes.

Q ‘Okay. So the first one with the misspelled first
name Wells Fargo took?

A Yes.

Q Okay. Did -- and they put your name on the checking

account?

A Yes.

o] Did BB&T take this first one?

A No, ma'am. |

Q They didn't. Okay. Why not?

A Because her name was spelled wrong.

0 Okay; Did they take the second one that was

presented to them?
A No, ma'am. They wouldn't take -- take any of them.
Q All right. So three powers of attorney were

presented to BB&T that Ms. Riddle allegedly signed all on

the same day?
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Yes.

But were recorded at different times?

Yes, ma'am.

To try to access $339,000?

Yes. That was what was in the account.

Okay. Were y'all able to access that account?
No, ma'am.

All right. I want you to look at these three checks.

Who signed the bottom of those? Does that look like

Ms. Riddle's signature?
L :
Who signed those checks?
No, ma'am. They're not Bette's signature.
And who are those checks made payable to?
Polly Hindman.
How much are théy for?
One is for $6,059.16, another one is for $6,773.70,
and one is for $1,498.
Q - Did you sign Ms. Riddle's name to these checks?
A No, ma'am. Because I always put my name up above it
with a "POA" beside it.
0 Oka?. So you're on the account. You didn't sign
these checks?

A No.

o] Okay. And that is not Ms. Riddle's signature?
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A No.
Q A couple of other just kind of brief questions I've

got here. When did you find out that Ms. Riddle had

dementia?
A She started -- or after her husband died and
everything, I was -- we was over there taking care of her.

It was right before I'd say October, November. We were
noficing that she wasn't feeling good. She needed to go
to the doctor. So it was after December sometime...

Q All right. You took her to the doctor before shé was
committed?

A Yeah. We tried to get her heart medicine, blood
preésure pills, and all that.

Q Were you aware that Ms. Riddle had signed her home
over to you?

A Yes.

Q You were. Okay. Let's talk about those just a
little‘bit then. When did Ms. Riddle give you her house?
A It was before she'weﬁt into the nursing home. I
think that's the --"it was before. -

Q Okay. She -- all right. I'm not asking you when the
document was recorded. I'm asking you when you knew you
took possession of her home.

A In the will that she had done before all of this even

took place.
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0 She left you the home in the will?

A Yes.

Q Okay. Do you have possession of that home today?

A No, ma'am.

Q -Why not?

A I have turned it back over to Harvard.

0 Okay. Can we look -- I mean, these titles for the
real estate -- all right. Let's go back to that, when you

took possession of the house. Did you pay Ms. Hindman to

cut the grass for the house?

A Yes.

0 out of Ms. Riddle's account?

A Yes.

0 Her house that you owned?

A Yes.

Q Okay. Do you think thatAwas -- that was the best use

of Ms. Riddle's funds since she didn't own the home?

A Well, I thought it was all right to do that. I
didn't know at the time -- |

0 Did Ms. Riddle pay the taxes for this home that she
no longer owned out of her account?

A Yes. But she had paid that before all that.

Q ~ But, she doesn't own the home anymore; correct, not in
your mind? So she's still paying for the taxes?

A Yes.
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0 How about the rocf?
A That was done through an insurance company.
Q And then wasn't a check written for reimbursement on

the roof?

A No. It was, actually, paid -- the check was,
actually, deposited into her account that had mine and her
name on it. And we paid for the roof out of that.

Q All right. On these titles to the roof -- I mean the
title to the house -- very briefly, let's look at the one

that was recorded December 26th, 2012. Have you ever seen

this before?

A Yes. I've got -- I've got copies at home, yes.

Q Okay. Anything about this bother you?

MR. O'CONNEILL: Your Homor, I'm going to object to
that question because --

THE COURT: Yes. How's that --

MS. HARRISON: All right. I'll with withdraw it.

Okay .

BY MS. HARRISON:

Q If you would, look, who witnessed Ms. Riddle's
signature?
A Uh --

Q Giving you the home?
A Polly Hindman and her husband, Bob.
Q

Okay. And does this appear to be Ms. Riddle's
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signature?

A It looks like it, but...

Q What date was this document executed?

A June the --

Q | June of what year?

A It's 2005.

Q Okay. At that time, was Mr. Leonard Riddle still
alive?

A Yes.

Q - Did he, also, own part of the home?

A Yes.

Q Well, where is his sigﬁature?

A It's not.

Q Okay. On the front of this document -- excuse me --

does it reference something that happened in the year

20127

A Yes. That's the year that her husband had passed
away.

0 Okay. But this was signed in 20047

A Yes. It was -- conveyed granter of Leonard Riddle,
deceased, August 24, 2012.

Q All right. But this was signed before Mr. Riddle
died? |

A Yes.

o) So how could you reference something that hadn't
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happened in 2012 --

MR. O'CONNELL: Your Hohor, I'm going to object to
that. That gives her -- is she a mind reader, or
something?

THE COURT: Yes. Don't --

MS. HARRISON: Okay .

BY MS. HARRISON:

0 Who drafted this document?

A Polly.

0 You did not draft it?

A No.

Q Okay. You just took it at what it was worth?
A Yes.

Q All right. There was another title. Are you
familiar with this one as well, the second one? I'll show
you a copy of it. When was this one executed? When was
this signed?

A June 16, 2004.

Q All right. Who witnessed it?

A Polly and Bob.

Q Okay. Once again, is Leonard Riddle's name on there
as well since he was alive at the time and owned part of

this home?
A Yes.

0 His name is on there?
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A Oh, on the front -- no. On the front, it's just

saying it's his property.

Q Correct. He did not sign anything?
A No.
Q And on the front, again, is there a -- something

referencing his death in 20127

A Yes.

Q Okay. And who drafted this document?
A Polly did.
o] Okay. Thank you, ma'am.

So all these documents were drafted by your -- by the

Defendant, your half-sister?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q You did not sign these checks for the funeral
expenses?

A No.

0 And you got title to a home in 2004 or 2005 before

Mr. Riddle had died?

A Yeah. That paperwork is all wrong, I mean.
Q Yeah. Clearly, it is all wrong. .
A Yeah.

MS. HARRISON: I'll tell you what, would you answer
any questions that Mr. O'Connell might have for you?
MR. O'CONNELL: May it please the Court.

THE COURT: Cross.
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CROSS-EXAMINATION

BY MR. 6‘CONNELL:

Q You stated at the very beginning that you made
restitution to Harvard. Who's Harvard?

A That's Bette's brother-in-law.

Q and part of your plea bargain was to pay back money,
or something; is that right?

A Yeah. I paid back what they -- the courts asked me
to pay back, yes.

0 Okay. And these documents that are prepared, they
were done off the Internet, or something, as. far as you
know; is that correct?

A T don't know that they were done on the Internet or

not.

0 Okay. 2And did Polly ever go to the Weils Fargo bank
with you?

A No.

Q Okay. Did she -- the checks that you wrote out from
your siséer's estate, every check you wrote out from the
estate indicated that you were the power of attorney; is
that right? |

A Yes. I usually put "POA" on there. The check I
wrote for her for the funeral, I know I signed my name on
it because I've got a copy of it at home.

Q Well, that's been entered into evidence. Did you
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write "power of attorney" on there?

A No. I didn't sign that one.

Q So Bette signed that one?

A I don't know. I don't think she did.

Q Okay. Now, you said you were paying real estate
taxes for, what, 2013 and 2014; is that right?

A Yes. We paid the taxes on the house.

Q That's just somethihg you did out of the -- out of
her estate or her money; right?

A Oout of her checking account, yes.

Q Her checking account. Just some natural thing you

paid out; right?
A Well, no. She was still there. We kﬁew the taxés
was behind. So she asked us would we go and pay them, and
we did.

MR. O'CONNELL: I mean, I have no questions at this
time, "Your Honor.

THE COURT: Any other redirect?

MS. HARRISON: Just one question.

- REDIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MS. HARRISON:

0 After Ms. -- after Bette Riddle was committed to
Marshall Pickens on December 19th, 2012, did she ever come

back home and live?

_ A No.
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0 Where did she go?
A She went to Pendleton Manor.
0 Okay. 2And is she still thefe today?
A She is as far as I know, yés.
Q And the home we've been talking about, is that here
ip Greenville County?
A Yes.
MS. HARRISON: Okay; Thank you.
THE COURT: All right. Do you have any recross on
that since it was a new issue?

MR. O'CONNELL: Not on that issue, Your Honor,

no.
Thank you.
THE COURT: .Thank you.
You can step down.
Okay. Next witness.
MS. HARRISON: Your Honor, the State would call Nancy
Roof . |
THE BAILIFF: Stand right there.
WHEREUPON,

NANCY KAY ROOF,
“after first having been duly sworn, testified as follows:

THE CLERK: Please have a seat.

And will you state your full name for the record?

THE WITNESS: Nancy Kay Roof.
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DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MS. HARRISON:
Q Thank you, Ms. Roof.

Ms. Roof, where do you live?

A Wade Hampton Gardens.
Q Do you mind if I ask where you've worked in the past?
A When I started -- when I was young, South Carolina

Law Enforcement Division, SLED in Columbia. And then T
did catering. And then I owned a skating rink for

28 years. And, now, I work for my son doing home health

equipment.

Q Do you know the victim in this case, Bette Riddle?
A Yes. She's like my mom. We're friends. And we've
been friends for about 40 -- over 40 years.

0 Okay. How close do you live to Ms. Riddle?

A Just down the street.

Q Do you both live here in Greenville County?

A Uh-huh.

Q What kinds of things did you do with Ms. Riddle?
A We shopped. We played bridge together. We had a
garden club, just a lot of what friends do.

0 I'd like to show you what's been marked as State's
Exhibit Nos. 10 and 11.

A Ckay.

Q Can you identify this?
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A Yes. That's Ms. Riddle.
Q Who took those pictures?

I did.

o

Q Okay .
A At the nursing home.
Q Are these the same pictures that you brought to my

office but, perhaps, enlarged?

A Uh-huh.

o] Have they been changed or altered in any way?

A No. |

o] Do you know about an approximate time frame these

pictures were taken?
A Probably last year or the year before last.

MS. HARRISON: Okay. Your Honor, we would move these
two exhibits into evidence. I believe it's number 11.

MR. O'CONNELL: Your Honor, could we have a more

- specific time range? The whole year, last year, some

time;

THE WITNESS: Wéll, at Christmastime or just when I
went to visit her. And I went two or three times a week.

MR. O'CONNELL: Qkay. I don't object to the
pictures.

THE COURT: All right. ©No objection.

(WHEREUPON, State's Exhibit Nos. 10 and 11 were

admitted into evidence.)
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BY MS. HARRISON:

0
A
0
A
0
A

Q

O%ay. So this is Bette Riddle?

Yes.

I take it Ms. Riddle is a Clemson fan?
Yes.

A big one?

Yes.

What is she like today? What's Ms. Riddle like

today? Do you still visit her?

A I do. I don't go as often. But, usually, I try to
go, at least, once a week. And she's doing fine. But
she's still -- you know, she's not making any sense too

much. But she does talk about the past a lot, her mother

and daddy, and even Leonard. She still talks about her

husband who has passed.

Q She does?

A Yes.

Q Physically, how is she? Do you know?

A She's great. I mean, she looks great. She's doing
great. She doesn't -- she doesn't walk too much anymore.

She's just in a wheelchair. But she looks wonderful.

Q

A

Are you familiar with Bette's handwriting, also?

I am.
How are you familiar with her handwriting?

Just with her -- she would write me checks to go to
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the grocery store, or she'd give -- she kept cash all the
time, so. But birthday cards, Christmas cards, stuff like
that.

o] If I showed you checks, could you give a layperson's
opinion whether Betfe wrote that check or didn't write
that check?

A I could, hopéfully. She had beautiful hapdwriting.

Q Is there anything distinctive about her handwriting?
A Big "B," big "R." And she spelled her last name -- T
mean, first name B-E-T-T-E.

Q I'd like to show you a check written to Leisa Norris

on September 15th, 2012. Does that look like her

signature -- Ms. Riddle's signature?

A Maybe.

Q Okay.

A It's hérd for-me to tell. But she did have nice
handwriting.

Q Let me show you some checks further down.

A ’ Okay.

Q What about this check for $6,059?
A No.

Q And what's thaﬁ check -- who's that check made
payable to?

A Polly.

Q And what's it for?
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A It says, funeral expenses.
Q And the date on that?
A 12/18/12.
0 I'm going to hand you the second check. What's the
date on that?
A 12/18/12. And it's for -- to Polly Hindman, $6,773.
And that's not her handwriting.
Thank you.
You're welcome.

Q
A
Q So that adds up to be a little over $12,000°?
A Yes. It loocks like it.

Q

| I'd like for you to look at two more do;uments and
tell me if you think Ms. Riddle signed these. In your
opinion, is that her handwriting?
A No.
0 Okay. And what is this document? 1It's on the front.
A Power of attorney.
Q Do you know when it was signed?

A November 29th, '12.

0 Okay. I'd like to show you another one. Is this her
signature?
A No.

Q Okay. When was that one signed?
A The same date, November the 29th, 2012.

Q And the last one, is that her signature?
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A I don't believe so.
Q And what date was that power of attorney signed?
A The same date, November the 29th, '12.
Q So you don't believe any of these are her signature?
A (There was no verbal answer.)

MS. HARRISON: I have no other questions.

Please answer anything Mr. O'Connell might have for
you.

THE COURT: Cross.
MR. O'CONNELL: Thank you.

CROSS-EXAMINATION

BY MR. O'CONNELL:

Q So some of those, you think are not her signature; is

that right?

A I do not think they're her signatures.

o] But other ones could be her signature?

A I don't think so.

Q Okay. And if I were to show you a check from 2013
with her signature on it, could you tell me whether it's
her signature or not?
A If you want to show it to me, vyes.
(Pause.)
MS. HARRISON: We'd have to get this authenticated.
MR. O'CONNELL: I just --

MS. HARRISON: Yeah. But I cannot --
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THE COURT: Whoa, whoa, whoa. No speaking
objections.

MR. O'CONNELL: No further questions, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Okay. You can step doWn.

Thank you, ma'am.

THE WITNESS: Thank you.

THE COURT: Okay.

MS. HARRISON: The State would call Mary Ellen
Cervetti.

THE BAILIFF: Stand right there.

THE CLERK: Do you swear or affirm to tell the truth,

the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you

God --
THE COURT: Other way.
THE WITNESS: I'm SOrry.
THE CLERK: Do you --
THE WITNESS: Yes, I do.
WHEREUPON,

MARY ELLEN CERVETTI,
after first_having been duly sworn, testified as follows:
THE CLERK: Please have a seat.
THE COURT: Stokes or Cervetti?
MS. HARRISON: Cervetti.

THE COURT: Did you say Stokes or Cervetti? That's

what I'm asking.
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MS. HARRISON: I hope I said Cervetti.

THE COURT: Okay.

MS. HARRISON: Your Homor, just briefly, may the
witness from Wells Fargo be excused?

THE COURT: Any objection?

MR. O'CONNELL: None, Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right. You're released from
subpoena. |

THE CLERK: Please state your full name for the
record. |

THE WITNESS: My name is Mary Ellen Cervetti.

THE CLERK: Thank you.

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MS. HARRISON:

Q Ms. Cervetti, where do you work?

A I currently work for BB&T in corporate
investigations.

Q Okay. How long have you worked there?

A I've worked there for about seven years.

Q Could you go back, at least, 20, 25 years and give

the jury a breakdown of your work experience, training,

certifications?
A Sure. I started in 1990 as a special agent with the
Federal Bureau of Investigations. And, in that role, I

moved on to a supervisory special agent role. And T
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retired from the FRT in 2010. And then T started work at
BB&T,

I'm, also, a member of the Association of Certifieq
Fraud Speciélists, which I obtained when I went to work at
BB&T.

Q Have you had any special training in bank fraud or
that area that you could --

A Yes. As an agent with the FBI, I worked bank fraud
cases. I worked insurance fraud cases. go T have a vast
experience in thosge kinds of investigations. ang I've
taken training both with the FBI and as a bark
investigatof, and, also, put on bank fraud training for
other individuals.

MS. HARRISON: Your Honor, the State would move to
qualify Ms. Cervetti as an expert in bank fraud.

THE COURT: Any voir dire?

MR. O'CONNEIL: No, Your Honor. 1I'l]l take her as
what she says she is.

THE COURT: All right. She's éualified as an expert
in those subjects.

BY MS. HARRISON:

0 Ms. Cervetti, were you the investigator assigned by
BB&T in this cage?

A Yes, I was.

Q Could you tell the jury a little bit -- why you were
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assigned this case?

A Yes. What happened was I work the region for South
Carolina for BB&T. And so if something happens in a
branch where they have a suspicion or something has not
gone right, they will call me.

So, in this particular case, they were given a power
of attorney by two individuals, two women that came in
that said they were sisters of Bette Riddle. and they
wanted to have their names put on her accounts.

And the first glance at the POA was that the name on
the POA was incorrect as to what we had on our account.
In addition to that, there were questions raised because
these two women were very adamant that this needed to be
done right away, that this money was for Mrs. Riddle's
care. And that we, as a bank, had incorrectly listed
Mr. Harvard Riddle on the account, and we had violated our
policies, that an employee had violated policies in doing
that.

So, right away, that would come to me because I need
to investigate did someone within BB&T do something wrong.
Q What did your‘investigation find out?

A What my investigation found out was that, no, we
followed procedures correctly. And what I did -- 1'11
just tell you how I went about investigating that.

Initially, right away, what I did -- we had five CDs
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in Bette Riddle's name that -- name that were, also, in
Harvard's name. And that happened back in July of 2012
where his name -- he had been the beneficiary -- I'm

SOrry -- the beneficiary on those CDs. But after Bette's
husband became deceased, they came in and requested that
he be put onto the CD so that he could be able to use them
if something were to happen to her for her care.

So the policy, at that time, was in order to do that,
he, also, had to be on the signature card. And we had to
produce a new signature card. And Bette would've had to
sign that. BAnd Bette did come to the bank and did sign
it. And our employee was able to verify that. And then I
went and spoke with Mr. Riddle and he verified the same
procedure of how that was done. |

So we determined that they were good accounts that
were done back in June, July.

Q All right. So you did not allow -- now, when -- when

" both the Defendant and Ms. Norris approached BB&T, were

they -- was one person being asked to be put on the
account or both being asked to be put on those CDsg?

A Initially, the first power of attorney had two
individuals asking to be, actually, on the power of
attorney. And it was both Ms. Hindman and Ms. Norris that
were there and asking to be on the POA.

Q . And that was turned down because?
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N

\
A That one was turned down because of the misspelling
of Ms. Riddle's name.
0 Did the? come ——Adid Ms. Hindman, the Defendant,
and/or Ms. Norris come back a second time?
A My understanding from the employee at our branch is
that they came back three separate times.
Q Okay. Did BB&T allow them access to these funds?
A No. At that point when it came -- it came to my
area. I told them to -- any further communication with
either Ms. Hindman or Ms. Norris needed to come through
me. And I just advised them to give them my phone number,

and(my information, and I would take things from that

point.
Q- Did you receive a letter from Ms. Norris?
A I did.

Q Okay . VWhat did that letter ask BB&T to do?

A That letter -- at one point -- just to backtrack. I
had talked to Ms. Norris and told her that any
communication with the bank -- because she was threatening
legal action -- needed to be put into Qriting.

And so she sent me a letter, basically, telling me
that if we would relinquish -- give half of the control of
the accounts that were in Harvard Riddle's name tb her
brother in Florida, then they would drop all legal action

against BR&T.
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0 Are these accounts still available today?
A To my knowledge, they are. What -- what we did --
there was 339 -- about 339,000, give or take a little

bit, in five CDs that were not going to mature for a

year.

So in -- at the end of 2013, Harvard Riddle and his
attorney for -- I guess it was his probate attorney or
whatever had settled that issue, had come in and asked for
us to provide some of the funds to the law firm in a check
for escrow. And we did that.

The other amount -- it was about 199,000, we kept in
the CD. Because it was not going to mature until the next
year. And in looking through the records, Mr. Riddle put
that into an investors déposit account, which has not been
touched since early 2014. And I'm not sure because I'm
not looking at the documentation. But it hasn't been
touched. 1It's, actually, gained money. So that -- all
that money is still in tact at BB&T.

Q Let me show you what's been marked as Stéte's Exhibit
No. 12. Can you identify these documents?

A Yes. These are statements -- these are statements on
the account of Bette Riddle and Harvard Riddle. And these
are for December of 2012.

o] Okay. On the last page is correspondence from Leisa

Norris?
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A Yes.

Q Okay. Does BB&T keep copies of such cofrespondence
as part their business records practice?
A We do.
0 Okéy. Did you produce the copies to me that are
being presented today? |
A I did.
Q Do they appear to be fair and accurate copies of what
BB&T produced to the Solicitor's office?
A They are.

MS. HARRISON: Your Honor, I Qould move this exhibit
into evidence.

THE COURT: Any objection?

(Pause.)

THE COURT: Well, show him what it is your -- you
want --

MS. HARRISON: He should have it.

They're in the copies I gave you.

THE COURT: Show him a copy.

MS. HARRISON: Okay. Your Honor, he has a copy.

THE COURT: Any objection?

MR. O'CONNELL: Not to the document, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Okay. |

(WHEREUPON, State's Exhibit No. 12 was admitted into

evidence.)
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BY MS. HARRISON:

0 Ms. Cervetti, in your opinion, what would have
happened if BB&T had not caught the misspelling of the
PO -- misspelling of Ms. Riddle's name on the power of
attorney?

MR. O'CONNELL: Your Honor, I object to in her
opinion what would have happened.

THE COURT: Yes. That -- you're asking her to
spéculate.

MS. HARRISON: Well, Your Honor, she has been offered
as an expert.

THE COURT: There's a difference between offering an
opinion as an expert and speculating on the future, so.

MS. HARRISON: Okay.

BY MS. HARRISON:

Q So, as of this date, Mr. Harvard Riddle has not made

. any withdrawals from these accounts?

A No, he has not.
Q What did BB&T do about the letter they received from
Ms. Norris demanding half of the funds?
A That letter -- I received that letter. I forwarded
it to our legal counsel. And we did nothing. We kept an
assignment on those funds and did nothing.

MS. HARRISON: Okay. Thank you.

Would you, please, answer any questions Mr. O'Connell
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might have.
MR. O'CONNELL: May it please the Court.
THE COURT: Yes.

CROSS -EXAMINATION

BY MR. O'CONNELL:

0 I'm just -- two questions. One, the money is still
in the funds; right? BB&T has this money?

A I'm sorry. I didn't hear you.

Q Does BB&T still have all these funds?

A BB&T has 194,000 or some odd in an account -- in an
investors deposit account. The other half -- rest of that
money has been given to probate. It was put into probate
and given into an attorney's escrow account.

Q And you weren't present when the supposedly two

. ladies went in the bank and supposedly tried to get an

account changed, or whatever. You weren't there?
A I wasn't present the day they came in. But I did
speak to them on the phone after they came in.

MR. O'CONNELL: Thank you.

THE COURT: All right. Thank you, ma'am.

You can step down.

Do you want to release her from subpoena?

MS. HARRISON: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Any objection?

MR. O'CONNELL: None, Your Honor.
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Thank you, though.
THE COURT: Okay.
MSl HENDRICKS: The State calls Tyler O'Shields.
WHEREUPON,
TYLER BRADLEY O'SHIELDS,
after first having been duly sworn, testified as follows:
THE CLERK: Please have a seat. |
And will you state your full name for the record?
THE WITNESS: Tyler Bradley O'Shields.
MS. HENDRICKS: May it please the Court.

DIRECT EXAMINATION

.BY MS. HENDRICKS:

Q Can you tell us where you're employed?
A Yes, ma'am. I'm a self-employed attorney with

offices in Greenville and Pickens County.

o] Okay. And how long have you been with your own law
firm?

A Since 2010.

Q Okay. Will you start back, at least, 10 years and

give us a brief rundown of your work experience and
training?

A Sure. Well, let's see. I'll work from present
backwards. I was sworn in as a licensed South Carolina
attorney in the fall of 2010. Prior to that, I was

required to do some internships by law school and served
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as a legal assistant or law clerk, if you will, for an
elder law firm here in Greenville. And then after that in
approximately '09, I formed a general practice in Easley,
South Carolina. Prior to that, roughly 2005, 2008, I was
up in the state of Michigan in law school.

Q And you worked with elder law in Michigan?

A I did, yes, ma'am. When I was in law school, I just
kind of randomly volunteered for a non-profit cofporation

up there, Elder Law, Inc., I believe it was. 2And that's

how I kind of got my start with all things probate, and

" wills, and powers of attorney, and such.

Q And that's been the focus of your practice since
then?
A Yes, ma'am, it has. I draft estate planning

documents, which would include wills and powers of
attorney, deeds, probate court for both incapacitated
people and, of course, the deceased portion that most
people are familiar with. Other than probate court, the
only other court that I practice in would be family court.

MS. HENDRICKS: Your Honor, the State would move to
qualify Mr. O'Shields as an expert in elder law.

MR. O'CONNELL: I object, Your Honor. He's done no
curriculum vitae. He's -- he's not --

THE COURT: Well, do you want to question him on it?

MR. O'CONNELL: Okay.
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VOIR DIRE EXAMINATION

BY MR. O'CONNELL:

Q Do you have any written articles out there, or any

substantive articles written about elder law, or anything?
A I have not, no, sir.

o] And do you have any other experience just practicing
in probate court as an elderly [sic] attorney?

A I believe the answer is no, no, sir. I mean, I draft
documents and practice in probate court.

MR. O'CONNELL: Your Honor, he's not an expert in
elderly [sic] law.

THE COURT: I -- you're going to have to produce a
little more. Has he ever been qualified before, ever
testified in any other court as an expert?

THE WITNESS: The answer is no, no, ma'am [sic].

I've never testified in court before as a witness, no.

MS. HENDRICKS: Okay. We'll withdraﬁ that.

THE COURT: All right.

CONTINUED DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MS. HENDRICKS:

Q And can you tell the jury how you became involved in
this case?

A Yes, ma'am. I believe it was March of 2014, I was
court appointed by the Greenville County Probate Court for

guardianships and conservatorships as we would call them
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in the probate court world when there's an allegedly
incapacitated person. The law in South Carolina requires
the probate court to appoint an attorney for the allegedly
incapacitated person, which, in this case, was Ms. Bette
Riddle.

I was appointed by the probate court in roughly March
of 2014. And that case concluded with a hearing on
December 29th of 2014.

Q I was going to ask you if licensed notaries who are

" not licensed attorneys can draft legal documents, to your

knowledge?

A To my knowledge, no, ma'am. That would violate --
that violates notary public law in>South Carolina. It,
also, kind of hinges upon what us lawyers would call the
unauthorized practice of iaw, which is, at a minimum, a

misdemeanor, as far as I'm aware.

Q Okay. And can you tell us how long a notary license
lasts?
A 10 years. I'm a notary myself. A lot of attorneys

- that are previous employers of mine are. That's a process

you go through with a local -- a local person in your
county. And then you send -- some forms getAsent to the
Secretary of State in Columbia and -- with a check. But .
it lasts a period of 10 years. And if you wish to

continue being a notary after that period, then you have
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to jump through a little -- process to start another 10
years.
0 Okay. 1I'd like to show you what's been marked as

State's Exhibit No. 7. Can you identify this document?
A Sure. I would call this a deed. It is formally
titled Title to Real Estate for a Greenville County piece
of real estéte.
Q And who does it transfer title from and to?
A The owner,‘at the time, would appear to bé Bette M.
Riddle. It conveyed ownership to Leisa Ellen Norris
reserving what's called a life estate dated -- the typed
document dated June 6, 2005.

Go .ahead. I'm sorry.
Q 'And what date was it notarized on?
A The notéry date is identical to the date that
Ms. Riddle supposedly -- based on the face of the document
supposedly signed the document with the notary date being
June 6, 2005.
o] And who nofarized the document?
A The signature is clear enough. It seems to read
Polly Hindman. And then, also, as a notary, there is a
seal or a stamp. And that clearly in print reads, Polly
M. Hindman.
Q And what date does her notary license expire on?

A Yes, ma'am. According to the stamp of the notary,
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3/9/2016.

Q Is it possible to have a notary license that expires
later than 10 years after the document was signed?

A No, ma'am. You have to be within that lo—year window
of time.

Q Okay. And I'm going to show you what's been marked
as State's Exhibit No. 6.

A Yes, ma'am.

Q Can you identify this document?

A | Again, I would call it a deed. Formally it's a title
to real estate for Greenville County real estate. Bette
Riddle being the current owner when the document was
signed. This time conveying the property to Leisa Ellen

Norris.

I will note that the name Leisa is spelled

differently amongst the two documents.

Q  And can you tell us the date that the document was
signed and notarized on?

A Yes, ma'am. Agaiﬁ, the date is the same as far as
the date that Bette M; Riddle allegedly signed, June 16th
of 2004. And then lower down on the same page, the date
of the notary, Junme 16th, 2004.

Q And who notarized the document?

A Again, the signature clearly looks to be Polly M.

Hindman. 2And then there's, also, the notary seal that
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clearly in print reads Polly M. Hindman.
0 And what date does her notary license expire on?
A 3/9/2016, which I believe is the exact same as the
prior document.
Q So is it possible that her notary license expires
later than 10 years after the document was signed?
A No, ma'am. If the document was truly dated, and
signed, and everything on June 16h of 2004, her commission
would -- would not be allowed to expire past, what, I
guess, June 16th, 2014. So no.

MS. HENDRICKS: One second.

BY MS. HENDRICKS:

0 Would it be in Ms. Riddle's best interest to transfer
her home to Ms. Leisa Norris Eefore she went to assisted
living?

MR. O'CONNELL: Your Honor, I object to that.

THE COURT: Sustained.

THE WITNESS: As --

THE COURT: I sustained the objection, so you can't
answer the question.
BY MS. HENDRICKS:
Q Okay. Can you tell us what duties a power of
attorney would have?

A Sure.

MR. O'CONNELL: Your Honor, I know he's a notary. I
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don't know that he's --
THE COURT: Yes.

Hang omn.

I'11 tell you what, let's take a short morning
recess, ladies and gentlemen. I'm going to excuse y'all
to your jury room, if you would.

And let me ask yéu, while you're in there to see if
you all can decide who you would like to be your
foreperson. The foreperson is the moderator of your
discussions during your deliberations and the juries
spokesperson here in the courtroom, if that becomes
necessary. See if y'all can decide that yourself. If
not, I'll pick somebody out for you. Okay.

(WHEREUPON, the jury was excused from open court at

approximately 11:23 a.m.)

THE COURT: What relevance does this witness have to
this case?

MR. O'CONNELL: Your Honor --

THE COURT: TI'm not asking you. I'm asking the

State.

MS. HARRISON: Your Honor, he was the conservator and
guardian ad litem for Ms. Riddle. We.haven't finished
with all the qﬁestions. But, at the very end, he
represented her in probate court. &And he will testify the

finding in probate court was to set aside these powers of
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attorney and to give her back the home.

THE COURT: I don't think he's been introduced as
being appointed by the Court in this case. So you need to
start out --

MS. HARRISON: I believe --

- Did you not testify to that, that you were appointed
as --

THE COURT: He said generally that's what he does. I
do not remember hearing anything with respect to specifics
with respect to this case.

So having said that, we'll take a short break and --

MS. HARRISON: Okay. I believe he did say that he
was appointed for Ms. Bette Riddle at the very end.

THE WITNESS: In the probate ;—

MS. HARRISON: In probate court. But I'll --

THE COURT: Okay. Fine. Well, you're -- the
questioning is -- these documents speak for themselves.
They need to relate to the issues in this case.

MS.KHARRISON: All right.

THE COURT: Mr. O’Shieldsﬁ you may stand down;

Please don't discuss your testimony with anybody.

We'll take about a 10-minute break.

THE WITNESS: Yes, Your Honor.

(WHEREUPON, a break was taken.)

THE COURT: Are we ready?
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MS. HARRISON: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Come on back up.

The Foreperson is Marina Shew.

(WHEREUPON, Court's Exhibit No. 1 was marked for

identification and admitted into evidence.)

(WHEREUPON, the jury came into open court:at

approximately 11:39 a.m.)

THE COURT: Ms. Shew, thank yoﬁ for agree;ng to
serve. All right.

CONTINUED DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MS. HENDRICKS:
o] Mr. O'Shields, were you appointed by the probate

court as guardian ad litem for Ms. Riddle?

A Yes, ma'am.
Q And did you make a recommendation to the probate

‘court?

A Yes, ma'am. I would have been asked by the judge
recommendations. As I recall, a hﬁndred percent, I had no
objection to the petitioners request. And the petitioners
were Harvard and Claire ﬁiaale seeking to be made guardian
and conservator over Bette. So I would have agreed with
their position.

0 Okay. And what was the ultimate ruling of the

probate court?

A~ Yes, ma'am. The December 29, 2014 ruling, basically,
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in my words, I would say is that there was an agreement,
if you will. There was not a final all-day trial or

anything of that nature.

So the settlement that was made was that Harvard and
Claire Riddle were made guardian and conservator over
Bette Riddle. And Ms. Riddle was -- or Bette Riddle was
deemed in a final decision to be an incapacitnted person
by the Court as well. |
Q So did the probate court, ultimately, remove
Ms. Hindman and Ms. Norris as powers of attorney?

A According to the temporary order that was issued June
of 2014 by the probate court in the guardianship
conservatorship cases, yes. The language of those orders,
actually, said that those powers of attorney were
suspended. And then a guardianship conservatorship
supérsedes them.

Q Okay.

A There were -- it's my understanding there -- that
certain portions of things that Harvard and Claire Riddle
asked for in the guardianship conservatorship case such as
the undoing of these titles to real estate that you've
shown me as exhibits, that portion was removed to civil
court. That was not a proper probate decision, so, yes,

ma'am.

MS. HENDRICKS: Okay. No further questions.
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MR. O'CONNELL: Your Honor, may it please the Court.

THE COURT: Yes.

CROSS-EXAMINATION

BY MR. O'CONNELL:
Q You were there present on the -- you said it was
December 29th of 2014, probate court, the Honorable Edward
Savine issued an order. That order did not revoke the
power of attorney, did it? |
A That is correct, which is what I testified a moment
ago that the temporary order suspended them. And I've
noticed that the final order -- I don't really think there
was much language about the powers of attorney in the
final order. Your statement is correct in that that order
didn't really make hide nor hair of the powers of
attorney.
0 So they're still valid as far as we know; is that
correct?
A My opinion as a probate court attormney is that the
guardianship conservatorship supersedes those. And,
therefore, nullifies them.

THE COURT: You're ——Vyou have not been qualifiéd as
an expert, so.
BY MR. O'CONNELL:
Q I'll ask it -- as far as you know, theéy've ﬁot been

revoked; is that correct?
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A They were suspended by the temporary order.

Q But the final order of that court just left them in

. place; is that correct?

A It did not address them, that's correct.

o) No. Do I need to show you the final order?

A I'11 be -~ yeah. Well, I'll be glad to look at it.
But T guess my testimony is it doesn't mention them. So
it doesn't say they're good, bad, ugly, which is why I

kept referencing to the temporary which said they were

suspended.

Q But they -- as far as you know -- one question.
A Yes, sir.

0 They're still valid as far as you know?

A. And I swear I'm not -- I'm not trying to be

difficult. I just -- the validity -- if they're properly
notarized, who's to say they're invalid -- valid or
invalid. I think they're invalid.

MR. O'CONNELL: That's your opinion, though.

Okay. Your Honor, I have no further questions of
this witness.

THE COURT: Any redirect?

MS. HARRISON: None, Your Honor.

THE COURT: ' Okay. You can step down.

MS. HARRISON: Your Honor, the State would call

Investigator Tim Martin.
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WHEREUPON,

JOHN T. MARTIN,
after first having been duly sworn, testified as follows:
THE CLERK: Please have a seat.
And will you state your full name for the record?
THE WITNESS: John T. Martin.

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MS. HARRISON:

Q Investigator Martin, where are you employed?
A The Greenville County Sheriff's Office.

Q How long have you been there?

A 30 years.

Wow. What areas do you work?

L@

A Uniform patrol about 15. And then I went into

criminal investigations. I've been there about 10.

Q Were you the investigator assigned to the case?
A Yes, ma'am.
Q How did you get involved with this case against

Ms. Hindman?

A Two attorneys called me and wanted to have a meeting
with me. It was Karen McMahan -- no, McMaway [phonetic]
and Kimberly Thompson. Both of them aré probate
attorneys. "And they asked me to have a meeting with them.
And they presented me with certain documents. And they,

actually, had records subpoenaed from banks and different
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things like that they provided to me. And they sat down.

. And we discussed it. And they said that it's fixing to go

before a probate hearing. BAnd they wanted me to be

present at the probate hearing.

Q Did you go to the final probate court hearing?

A I did.

Q Okay. At what point did you begin your criminai
investigation?

A I started collecting evidence before the probaté

hearing, and started reviewing stuff. Once I completed
the probate hearing -- once the probate hearing was

completed, I made a decision to go ahead and file criminal

charges.

Q Okay. So you were present for everything that
happened?

A Yes.

0 Some of the documents that have beeﬁ introduced
today, are -- did these factor in with your criminal
investigation?

A Yes, ma'am.

0] These powers of attorney, these titles, these bank

records. You've had a chance to review these?

A . Yes.

0 Okay. And did you review these before bringing

charges?
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PO 2 0 » o b

A Yes.

Q How long did you work on this case before you brought
any charges? Do you remember? |

A Let's see. I guess I started 4/8/2014. And it looks
like the warrants were signed 11/29/2000 [sic]. |

Q Based on -- based on your investigation of this case,
and the documents that have been presented and moved into

evidence, your questioning of witnesses, what did you do?

A Repeat that again.

0 I'm sorry. Based on your criminal investigation of

this case, your review of the documents, once you

- completed your investigation, what did you do?

I signed warrants.

On who?

On both of -- Polly and Leisa.

Polly. Full name, please.

Polly Hindman and Leisa -- Leisa Norris.

What did you charge them with?

I charged both of them with exploitation of a
vulnerable adult.

0 Okay. And is that the Defendant that's here today?
A Yes, ma'am.

MS. HARRISON: Okay. No further questions.
Please answer anything Mr. O'Connell might have.

MR. O'CONNELL: Just a couple.
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BY MR

Q

CROSS~-EXAMINATION

. O'CONNELL:

You were called into this case by two probate

attorneys?

A Yes.

Q And I_understbod you said you went to the probate

hearing?

A

I did.

Q And after that probate hearing, you, actually,

prepa

red a case and gave the information to a magistrate;

is that correct?

A

Correct.

o] You didn't sign the charges and brought the charges.

You had to go through a magistrate; correct?

A

case.

to --

Correct.

MR. . O'CONNELL: Okay. I have no further questions!
MS. HARRISON: No redirect, Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right. Thanks.

You can step down.

THE WITNESS: Thanks, Judge.

THE COURT: Yes.

MS. HARRISON: Your Honor, that would be the State's

MR. O'CONNELL: Your Honor, I'd like to make a motion
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THE COURT: All right. Ladies and gentlemen, it's a
little bit like -- I'm an Episcopalian, so I can make fun
of it, like an Episcopal church service, up and down, up
and down. I'm going to have to excuse y'all to discuss a
legal matter with the attorneys at this time.

We'll be back with you very shdrtly.

(WHEREUPON, the jury was excused from open court at

approximately 11:47 a.m.)

MOTIONS

THE COURT: All right. Do you have a motion?

MR. O'CONNELL: Your Honor, may it please the Court.

I'd like to ask for a directed verdict based on the
grounds they never showed that this lady is a -- Bette
Midler -- excuse me, Bette Riddle is a vulnerable adult.
They've given no testimony that she was a vulnerable
adult. ‘

Number two in our matter is where's .the proof that my
client got any money, got any goods or materials out of
this, or anything?

THE COURT: All right. I believe they testified that
she was found to be incompetent.

MR. O'CONNELL: At a December 29th final hearing in
probate court of 2014.

THE COURT: Well, énd, also, her neighbor testified

that she was --
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Well, I'll let you respond to it. T don't want - -

MS. HARRISON: Your Honor, that's fine.

Not only did her neighbor testify to that, but Leiga
Norris testified that the dementia had set in prior to her
being committed. She was committed on December 19th,
2012. And they'd taken her to the doctor prior to that.
And she'd been consistently going downhill since her
husband had died in July of 2011.

THE COURT: Okay. So --

MS. HARRISON: And anybody that is -- by statute,
anybody that's a member of a facility is immediately
declared a vulnerable adult. Anybody that is caring for
somebody -- or needs daily care would be considered a
vulnerable adult. They don't have to be completely
incompetent to fall under the statute.

As far as his client getting momey, I think we've had
direct testimony that she recei&ed over $12,000 or $l§,000
for funeral checks.

THE COURT: That'll be a question of fact for the
jury.

MR. O'CONNELL: Thank you, Your Honof.

THE COURT: Okay. Are y'all ready to go?

MR. O'CONNELL: Are you ready to go?

THE COURT: First of all, Ms. Hindman, Please, raise

your right hand.

Lol
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WHEREUPON,

POLLY MCABEE HINDMAN,
after first having been duly sworn, testified as follows:

THE COURT: All right. And I want to inform you that
you have a Constitutional right to testify in your own
defense. You have an equal absolute Constitutional right
not to testify, and it cannot be held against you.

Whether or not you decide to testify is a -- involves
strategic decisions with respect to how a trial is
conducted, or a defense is conducted. And whether or not
you present evidence or testify is something that you and
your attorney must discuss and decide.

I -- and I recommend that you follow the advice of
your attorney, or listen carefully to it. But, in the
end, it is your Constitutional right, and onlyA?ou can
make that decision.

So have you made a decision about whether or not you
will or will not testify?

DEFENDANT HINDMAN: I will.

THE COURT: Okay. Do you have any questions you want
to ask about that?

DEFENDANT HINDMAN: No, sir.

THE COURT: Are there any impeachable offenses?
MS. HARRISON: She has no prior record.

But, Your Honor --
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THE COURT: You need to stand up when you address the
Court.

MS. HARRISON: Yes, sir. I'm sorry. I'm sorry.

She has no prior record. However, we do have
information that a similar event has occurred with a
Mr. Frank Painter. 1It's the same thing with the titles

and the powers of attorney that would go to common scheme

or plan.

THE COURT: So -- and this is the first -- so you're
going to -- you want to get into Lyle evidence; is that
right?

MS. HARRISON: There's a possibility, depending on
what he asks her and what she says. We have the exact
same scenario in Spartanburg County.

MR. O'CONNELL: Your Honor, my position is it's not
what shefs charged with, totally different facts, totally
different circumstances.

THE COURT: Well, I don't know anything about it.

MR. O'CONNELL: If it -- what I've got from them,
it's not the same thing. So how can it be a plan, or a

scheme, or anything?

I think it goes out of the bounds of what we're here

for today.
THE COURT: Well, what is it you're going to -- I
mean, what is it -- what common scheme, or plan, or Lyle

91




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

88

evidence is it that you're going to want to impeach her
with?

MS. HARRISON: Identical powers o