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State of South Carolina- v. William Coaxum 6
Case No. 08-GS-10-2629 et al
Jury Trial of January 12-13, 2009 ~
Before The Honorable R. Markley Dennis, Jr.
THE COURT: Do you understand the
charges against you?
DEFENDANT : Yes, sir, I understand
the charges. _
THE COURT:  Okay. That’s fine.
Thank you. Are you ready to go to trial?
DEFENDANT : Yes, sir.
‘THE COURT: Thank you, sir.
Let’s bring up our jury panel.

(JURY PANEL ENTERS COURTROOM)

THE COURT: Thank you very much,

.Ladies and Gentlemen. Thank you for your

patience. There were some preliminary matters
that I had to take up before I could bring you
upstairs. I am well aware that it is past 12:00
and we’re not going to -- I will try not to keep
you much longér. The panel we select then will
be adjourning for lunch once we have done. I

appreciate your being considerate of the process

and I am sorry for the imposition to you.

The first dispute that we have with
which we need your assistance is a dispute that
is captioned the State of South Carolina, who is
the party making the claim, and that.&ill be

true of any criminal disputes that we have this
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State of South Carolina v. William Coaxum '
Case No: 08-GS-10-2629 ¢t al
Jury Trial of January 12-13, 2009
- Before The Honorable R. Markley Dennis, Jr.
week. The State is the party that makes a claim
against a person. In this™ case the State has
made a claim against, two claims really, Mr.
William Coaxum.

Mr. Coaxum is seated at the table to my
left. Mr. Coaxum, good afternooﬁ. I would ask
you to please stand and face the jury panel.
This is Mr. William Coaxum, Sr. He is standing
with his lawyer, Mr. Butler. Thank you, you may
take your seat, sir.

Are there any members of the jury panel
related blood or marriage, socially or casually
connected with Mr. Coaxum, or that have any
business dealings, any connection whatsoever?

If so, please stand. (No response). There are
none.

Mr. Coaxum is, as I mentioned,
represented by Mr. Butler. Mr. Butler, if you
would, identify yourself, please, and your law
firm. |

MR. BUTLER: Beattie Butler with the
Public Defender’s Office.

THE COURT: Thank you, sir. Are
there any members of the jury panel related by

blood or marriage, have any business dealings

APP'X 4
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State of South Carolina v. William Coaxum 8
Case No. 08-GS-10-2629 et al
Jury Trial of January 12-13, 2009
Before TPe Honorable R. Markley Dennis, Jr.
with, socially or casually acquainted with, ever
been represented by Mr. Butler? If so, please
stand. (No response). There are none.

Are there any members of the jury panel
who are related blood or marriage, socially or
casually connected with the -- or ever been
represented by Mr. Ashley Pennington, who is the
Circuit Public Defender for the Ninth Circuit?
(No response). Thank you. There are none.

Are there any members of the jury panel
related by blood or marriage, have any business
dealings with, socially or casually acquainted
with anyone employed with the Public Defender’s
Office. - They have offices -—- the circuit has
offices in Charleston and in Moncks Corner in

Berkeley.County. If so, please stand. (No

response) . -Thank you, there appear to be none.

The State is represented by Mr. Voight.

If you will, introduce yourself and anyone who
will be assisting ybu, please.

MR. VOIGHT: Thank you, Your Honor.

.My name 1is Greg Voight, I am an assistant

solicitor here in the Ninth Circuit, Charleston
County. Assisting me today is Rutledge Durant,

who is also an assistant solicitor. You may see
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State of South Carolina v. William Coaxum 9
- Case No. 08-GS-10-2629 et al
Jury Trial of January 12-13, 2009
Before The Honorable R. Markley Dennis, Jr.
my investigator, Jim NeSmith, in and out of the
courtroom as well.
THE COURT: Thank you, sir. Are
there any members of the jury panel who are
related by blood or marriage, have any business

dealings with, socially or casually acquainted

with Mr. Voight, Mr. Durant or Mr. NeSmith; ever

been represented by Mr. Voight or Mr. Durant; if

so, please stand. (No response). Thank you.
There are none.

| Are there any members of the jury panel
who are related by blood or marriage, have any
business dealings with, éocially or casually
écquainted with, ever been represented by the
Solicitor for the Ninth Circuit, Scarlett
Wilson? If so, please stand. (No response).
There are none,

Are there any members of the jury panel
related by blood or‘marriage, have any business
dealings with, socially or casually acquainted
with anyone employed with the Solicitor’s
offices in.-* she has offices in Charleston
Coﬁnty and Berkeley County, Moncks Corner. If
so, please stand.

JUROR NUMBER 135: Juror Number

APP'X 6
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State of South Carolina v. William Coaxum 10-

Case No. 08-GS-10-2629 et al
Jury Trial of January 12-13, 2009
Before The Honorable R. Markley Dennis, Jr.
135. I am a former employee of the Charleston
County Sheriff’s Office, 2000 to 2006.
THE COURT: You have since retired
from that position?
JUROR NUMBER 135: Yes, sir.
THE COURT: Would that affect or
influence you in this dispute, sir?
JUROR NUMBER 135: No, sir.
THE COURT: Will you base your

decision on the evidence and the law and will

that decision be fair to the State and to Mr.

Coaxum?
JUROR NUMBER 135: Yes, sir, it
would.
THE COURT: And your number, again?
JUROR NUMBER 135: One-three-five.
THE COURT: Thank you so much, sir.
Yes?

JUROR NUMBER 133: My sister works

for the Sclicitor’s office here in Charleston.

THE COURT: She works in this office
here?

JUROR NUMBER 133: Yes.

THE COURT: | How frequently do you see

your sister?
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Staté of South Carolina v. William Coaxum 1L
Case No. 08-GS-10-2629 et al
Jury Trial of January 12-13, 2009
Béfore The Honorable'R Markley Dennis, Jr. -
JUROR NUMBER 133: Pretty
reqgularly.
THE COURT: Pretty regularly?.
JUROR NUMBER 133: Yes.
THE COURT: Your number?

JUROR NUMBER 133: One-thirty-three.

THE COURT: 1332

JUROR NUMBER 133: (Affifmative
nod) .

THE COURT: I am going to excuse 133

out. of an abundance of caution. You are free to

leave. Call the number after 6:00 tonight,

please.
(JUROR NUMBER 133 EXCUSED)
THE COURT: Are there others? (No
response). Thank you, there appear to be none.

I am going to identify a number of
individuals, Ladies and Gentlemen. If you are
related by blood or marriage to any df these
persons, have any buéiness dealings with them or

if you’'re socially or casually acquainted with

-any of them, we need for you to please stand and

share that information: _ -
Tamera Brown,

Keith Jennings,

APP'X 8
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State of South Carolina v. William Coaxum 12
Case No. 08-GS-10-2629 et al
~ Jury Trial of January 12-13, 2009
Before The Honorable R. Markley Dennis, Jr.
Essile Smith,
Shawn Patrick with the North
Charleston Police Department
Scott Wyant with the North
Charleston Police Department;
Sean Bauer, and
Sergeant Al Hallman, and
Angie Bunkar, and
Jason Gamba, and
Sergeant David Singletary, énd
Officer Andy Glover, and
Officer Schmidt, and
Sergeant Keys, and
Officer Steinburner aﬁd
Officer Daniel Pritchard, and
Officer Amon, and
Officer Javon Vésquez, and
Officer Thomas Wallace and
Officer Forsythe -- all of the
North Charleston Police Department; and
. Marquine Benbow,
Brian Davis,
Charles Jones.
Any of those persons?

JUROR NUMBER 135: I did when I was
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State of South Carolina v. William Coaxum 13
; Case No. 08-GS-10-2629 et al
Jury Trial of January 12-13, 2009
Before The Honorable R.-Markley Dennis, Jr.

employed with the Charleston County Sheriff’s

Office.

THE COURT: But not ---

JUROR NUMBER 135: Sergeant Richard
Keys. |

THE COURT: The fact that you had

that acquaintance with Sergeant Keys, would that
influence or affect you in this matter?
JUROR NUMBER 135: Sir, that

possibly could.

THE COURT: Very well, your number

again? |
JUROR NUMBER 135: One-three-five.
‘THE COURT: Number 135 will be

excused from participating in this dispute.
Thank you, sir. If you will, call the number
after 6:00 tonight.

JUROR NUMBER 135: Sure.
THE COURT: Thank you. Have a good
day.
(JURCR NUMBER 135 EXCUSED)
THE COURT: Are there others? (No
response). Thank you. There appear to be none.

The dispute, Ladies and Gentlemen, is

basically framed or identified by these

APP'X 10
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State of South Carolina v. William Coaxum 14

. Case No. 08—GS‘-10-2629 etal
Jury Trial of January 12-13, 2009
Before The Honorable R. Markley Dennis, Jr.

documents that I hold in my hand. They are what
they appear to be, appear to you to be. They
are pieces of papers. They are calléd
indictments. “Indictment” is a term that merely
is used to describe how the parties come to.
court. In other words, it-is the instrument
that brings the parties here. 1In other words,
it contains the allegations or accusations by
the State against Mr. Coaxum.

I am going to share with you what has
been alleged, a synopsis of what-has been
aileged. 'Please understand that what I am
sharing with you is not evidence. These
documents will not accompany you to the jury
room. They‘are not evidence. They are merely
allegations, but I need to ask you some
questions.

It is alleged in these documents that
Mr. Coaxum did, on November 27", 2007, possess a
firearm, displayed what appeared to be a firearm
or displayed a knife during the commission of a
violent crime; the crime alleged is armed
rdbbery.' It’s alleged that he -- it is armed
robbery and that he allegedly robbed, while

armed with a deadly weapon, Tamera Brown.

APP'X 11
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State of Soiithi Carolina:'v. William Coaxum 12
' Casé'No. 08-GS-10-2629 et al
. Tury Trial of Janvary 12-13,2009
" Before The Honorable R. Markley Dennis, Jr.

It is also alleged that on November 28t
that he allegedly committed the offense of armed
robbery by robbing, taking monies or goods of
Essile Smith while he was armed with a deadly
weapon and that in.committing that crimes he did
have in his poSsession a firearm or—-knife, which
would be a violation of the possession .charges,
the charge of possession a firearm~duringithé
commission of a violent crime.

He is charged with two occasions of
that; that is the alleged incident on the 27t
and the alleged incident on the 28%. ~

I share that with you, first of all,

to find out if any member of the panel has read

anything, heard anything, if you had any prior

‘knowledge of these allegations or these

accusations. If so, please stand. (No
requnse). Thank you, there appear to be none.
Is there anything about the natqre of
this offense, that is someone being accused of
armed robbery, being armed with a firearm during
the commiséion of an armed Trobbery, that because
of some philosophy that you have, some past
experience that you have, some strong philosophy

that you have, something that may have happened
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State of South Carolina v. William Coaxum 16
Case No. 08-GS-10-2629 et al
Jury Trial of January 12-13, 2009
Before The Honorable R. Markley Dennis, Jr.

to you or to a close personal friend or family
member that would affect, or in any way
influence, your ability to fairly and
impartially consider the evidence, decide what
you believe to be the truth and then once
deciding that to take the law as I give it to
you and apply the law fairly and impartially
such that your decision would be fair to the
State and would be fair to Mr. Coaxum?
If you feel that there is anything that has
occurred or you have any feelings that you have
that would affect that, please stand. (No
response). Thank you, there appear to be none. '

Are there any members of the jury
panel, members of your immediate family, that
are now for'formerly employed in .the occuéation
of.law enforcement? 1If so, please stand. Yes,
sir?

JUROR NUMBER 330: My wife in
‘94, partially, and ‘96 was a Summerville police
officer. .

THE COURT: Would that affect or
influence you in this matter, sir?

JUROR NUMBER 330: No.

THE COURT: So you would decide the
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State of-South Carolina v. Witlram Coaxum
Case No. 08-GS-10-2629 et al
Jury-Trial of January 12-13, 2009
Before The Honorable R.- Markley Dennis, Jr.

case baéed on the evidence and the law, and

would that decision be fair to both sides?

JUROR NUMBER 330: Yes.

THE COURT: Your name and number,
please?

JUROR NUMBER 330: John Thompson,
330.

THE COURT: Thank you, Mr. Thompson.

Yes, sir?

JUROR NUMBER' 325: I am a retired
police officer from New Jersey.

THE COURT: Would that affect or
influence you in any way in this dispute, sir?

JUROR NUMBER 325: . No, sir.

THE COURT: Would you decide the
evidence based on the evidence and the law and
woculd that decision be-fair to both the State
and to Mr. Coaxum?

JUROR NUMBER 325: I would. .-

THE COURT: Thank you, sir, you may
be seated. ]

COURT REPCRTER: Name and number?

THE COURT: Your name and number?

JUROR NUMBER 325: I'm sorry, 325, Tom

Rogers.

APP'X 14
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State of South Carolina v. William Coaxum 18
Case No. 08-GS-10-2629 et al
Jury Trial of January 12-13, 2009
Before The Honorable R. Markley Dennis, Jr.

THE COURT: Yes, ma’am?

JUROR NUMBER 198: Patricia Nelson,
Number 198. I have a cousin who is a police
officer.

THE COURT: Where is he?

JUROR NUMBER 188: Pardon?

THE COURT: Wﬁat agency does he work
for? |

JUROR NUMBER 198: North
Charleston.

THE COURT: North Charleston?

JUROR NUMBER 198: (Affirmative

nod), it’s a she.

THE COURT: That is a lady?

JUROR NUMBER 198: (Affirmative
nod) .

THE COURT: Would that affect or

influence you in this matter?

JUROR NUMBER 198: No, sir.

THE COURT:  And I’ve not named her as
any of the persons working for North Charleston,
is that correct? |

JUROR NUMBER 198: No, sir.

THBE COURT: Would you decide the case

based on the evidence and the law and would that
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" - State of South-Carolina v. William Coaxum 19
Cgse No: -08-GS-10-2629 et al
Jury Trial of January 12-13, 2009
Before The Honorablé R: Markley Dennis, Jr.

decision be fair to both Mr. Coaxum and to the

State?

JUROR NUMBER 198: Yes.

THE COURT: Your number, again?

JUROR NUMBER 198: One-ninety-
eight.

THE COURT:‘ Thank you, ma’am. Are
there any others? (No response). There appear

to be none.
Are there any members of the jury panel

who are members of or contribute to any civic

organizations or groups dealing with matters

concerning criminal actions or criminal acts;
such as:

Mothers Against Drunk Driving, known
as MADD, |

People Against Rape, known as PAR,

Citizens Advocating Decency and Return
to Ethics, known as CADRE, |

Citizens Against .Violent Crimes, known
as CAVC, or any similar organizations.

If so, please stand. (No response).
Thank you, there appear to be none.

Are there any members of the jury panel

who have either been accused of committing a
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State of South Carolina v. William Coaxum 20
Case No. - 08-GS-10-2629 et al 1 5
Jury Trial of January 12-13, 2009
Before-The Honorable R. Markley Dennis, Jr.

crime or been a victim of a crime or have ( )
testified for anyone or been involved in cases
against anyone, either a family member or a

close personal friend, who was accused of

" committing a criminal offense or who has been

the victim of an alleged criminal offense? 1If
so, please stand. (Number of jurors stand).
I will ask you’all to come forward, the

attorneys may approach as well.

SIDEBAR:

THE COURT: I will let you stand
here. |

COURT REPORTER:  Please tell me @
your name and number.

JUROR NUMBER 39: I am 49, Rita
Carroll.

THE COURT: Ms. Carroll, what is
your situation?

JUROR NUMBER 39: I was a material
witness in a case against a defendant in.2007.

THE COURT: Was that here?

JUROR NUMBER 39: It was in
magistrate’s court in North Charleston.

THE COURT: Magistrate’s court.

Okay. : ( 5

APP'X 17
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State of South Carolina -v. William Coaxum Z1 1
Case No. 08-GS-10-2629 et al . 6
Jury Trial of Japuary 12-13, 2009
Before The Honorable R. Markley Dennis, Jr.
JUROR. NUMBER 39: It was pretty --
a lot of perjury and it involved -- it was a
pretty nasty situation and I was called by the
plaintiff as a witness; blatant perjury, the
whole thing was so awful. I wouldn’t feel good

about ---

THE COURT: So you feel you’d be

"tainted by that trial?

JUROR NUMBER 49: Yeah, I do.

THE COURT: Okay. Your number
again-? .
JUROR NUMBER 49: forty~nine.
(SIDEBAR CONCLUDED)
THE COURT: Number 49 will be excused
from participation in this dispute. Please call

the number after 6:00 tonight.

(JUROR NUMBER 49 EXCUSED)

THE COURT: Yes, ma’am?
SIDEBAR:
THE COURT: Your name and

number, please?
JUROR NUMBER 14: Illa Barnes,

Number 14.
THE COURT: Okay, Ms. Barnes.

JUROR NUMBER 14: My son has/was

APP'X 18
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State of South Carolina v. William Coaxum 22
Case No. 08-GS-10-2629 et al -
Jury Trial of January 12-13, 2009
Before The Honorable R. Markley Dennis, Jr.
charged” and indicated for felony child abuse
when he was a teenager.

THE COURT: Where was that
indictment?

JUROR NUMBER 14: That was in
Randolph County, North Carolina.

- THE COURT: Has the matter been
concluded?

JUROR NUMBER 14: ©Oh, yeah, that
was years ago. He’s thirty years old now.

THE COURT: Would that affect or
influence you in any way ——- .

JUROR NUMBER 14: I don’t think
so.

THE COURT: Would you be able to
make a commitment to both sides that you’d base
your decision on the evidenée and the law and
that it would be fair to both sides?

JUROR NUMBER 14: Absolutely.

THE COURT: Thank ?ou, ma’ am.
Your number, again?

JUROR NUMBER 14: Fourteen.

(SIDEBAR CONCLUDED)
THE COURT: Number 14 will remain.

Yes, ma’am, your name and number, please.

APP'X 19
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State of South Carolina:v. William Coaxum 23
-Case No.” 08-G5-10-2629 et al
Jury Trial of January 12-13, 2009
Before The Honorable R. Markley Dennis, Jr.
SIDEBAR:
JUROR NUMBER 198: Patricia
Nelson, Number 198.
THE COURT: What happened?
JUROR NUMBER 198: I had
someone break into my home, twice.
THE COURT: You filed a
complaint against them?
JUROR NUMBER 198: I made a
police report.
THE COURT: Have those persons
been apprehgnded and prosecuted?
JUROR -NUMBER 198: Yes, sir.
THE COURT: Would that affect

you in any way in this dispute?

JUROR NUMBER 198: It could.
Probably.

THE COURT: Your number again?

JUROR NUMBER 198: One-ninety-

eight, Patricia Nelson.
(SIDEBAR CONCLUDED)
THE COURT: Number 198 will be
excused froﬁ]participation in this dispute. If
you will, call the number after 6:00 tonight.

(JUROCR NUMBER 198 EXCUSED)
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THE COURT: Any others?
SIDEBAR: '
THE COURT: Your name and
number?
JUROR NUMBER 328: ~ Julie
Smith, 328.
THE COURT: Yes, ma’am?
JUROR NUMBER 328: I was a

character witness for someone in a situation.
. THE COURT: Was that handled
here in Charleston?
| JUROR NUMBER 328: (Affirma-
tive nod), I was for the defense. |
THE COURT: They were
prosecuted?
JUROR NUMBER 328: (Affirmative

nod) .

24

THE COURT: Were you testifying

for the prosecution?
JUROR - NUMBER: (No verbal

response).'

THE COURT: Was.it a prosecutor

from this office?

JUROR NUMBER 328: Yes, I worked

with them.
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Before The Honorable R.- Markley Dennis, Jr.

THE COURT: Would that affect
you in any way in this dispute?

JUROR NUMBER 328: I don’t believe
sO.

THE COURT: Can you make a
promise that you would not be influenced by that
in analyzing the evidence and in applying the
law as I -—-

JUROR NUMBER 328: Yes, I can.

THE COURT: and your decision
would then be based on the evidence and the law
and be fair to both sides?

JUROR NUMBER 328: Right.

THE COURT: Thank you. Your
name and number again?

JUROR NUMBER 328: | Three-
twenty-eight.

(SIDEBAR CONCLUDED)
THE COURT: Juror Number 328 will
remain. Thank you. | |
. SIDEBAR:

THE COURT: Your name and
number?

JUROR NUMBER 157: Jekera

Kornickey, Number 157. I don’t think that I
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should sit here because my boyfriend was robbed

and they never found out ---

THE COURT:

affect you?

And that would

JUROR NUMBER 157: I think so,

(affirmative nod).
THE COURT:

number, again-®?

Your name and

JUROR NUMBER 157: One-fifty-

seven, Jekera Kornickey.

(SIDEBAR CONCLUDED)

THE COURT: ‘Number 157 will be

excused from participating in this dispute.

Thank you. Call the number after 6:00.

(JUROR NUMBER 157 EXCUSED)

THE COURT: Are there others?
SIDEBAR:
THE COURT: Yes, ma’am, your

name and number?

JUROR NUMBER 247: I’ve been.

accused. I’m in PTI.

THE" COURT:

You’ ve been accused?

JUROR NUMBER 247: Yeah. -

(Affirmative. nod).

THE COURT:

That matter is
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pending right now?
JUROR NUMBER 247: I'm in
PTI. |
THE COURT: Is that being
handled by this Solicitor’s office?
JUROR NUMBER 247: Yeah.
THE COURT: I think out of an
abundénce of caution I am going to excuse him

because of the PTI situation. I will keep you

out of that.

JUROR NUMBER 247: Okay.
THE COURT: Your number, blease.
JURCR NUMBER 247: Two—-forty-

seven.

(SIDEBAR CONCLUDED)

THE COURT: Number 247 will be
excused fron participation in this dispute.

(JUROR NUMBER 247 EXCUSED)
THE COURT: Please call the number

after 6:00 tonight.
' SIDEBAR:

COURT REPORTER: Your name and
number?

JUROR NUMBER 112: Allison

Gregory, 112.
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THE COURT:  Yes, ma’am? ()
JUROR NUMBER 112: About ten
years ago my sister was robbed and ---
THE COURT: Would you be
influenced by that in this case?
JUROR NUMBER 112: No, sir.

THE COURT: Would you base your

. decision on the evidence and the law and would

it be fair to both the State and Mr. Coaxum?
JUROR NUMBER 112: Yes, sir.
THE COURT: . Thank you, ma’am.

(SIDEBAR CONCLUDED)

THE COURT: Number 112 will remain. ( }
SIDEBAR:

THE COURT: Yes, sir?

JUROR NUMBER 173: Robert

Marion, Number 173. I was represented by Debi

Herring-Lash in a case sSix or. sevén 'years.

THE COURT: That matter has been
cohpleted? '

JUROR NUMBER 173: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Would that affect

you or influence you in any way in this dispute?
JUROR NUMBER 173: No, sir.

THE COURT: Would you base your (-j
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decision on the evidence and the law and would
it be fair to both sides?
JUROR NUMBER 173: Yes, sir.
THE COURT: Ms. Herring-Lash has
nothing to do with this case, does she?
MR. VOIGHT: No, sir.
THE COURT: Thank you so much.

(SIDEBAR CONCLUDED)

THE COURT: Juror (No. 173) will
remain.
SIDEBAR:

JUROR NUMBER 276: How, how
you doing? | |

THE COURT: Your name and
number, please?

JUROR NUMBER 276: Louis
Wachsmuth, Number 276.

THE COURT: Yes, sir?

JUROR NUMBER 276: We were
robbed, in North Carolina, a number of years
ago.

THE COURT: Would that affect or
influence you in this dispute?

JUROR NUMBER 276: No, it

would not.
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THE COURT: You will decide the
case based on the evidence and the law and your
decisioq would be fair to both sides?

JUROR NUMBER 276: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Thank you, sir. You
may be seated.

(SIDEBAR CONCLUDED)

THE COURT: Juror will remain. Are
there others? Thank you -- okay. I didn’t.
specify the ofhers but I think we’ve gone
through most of them, but is there any member of
the jury panel who, who you or a close personal
friend or family members, beén victim(s) of a
crime of violence? If so, please stand.

If you have already come forward, you
don’t need to respond any further. Thank you,
there appear to be no additional —---

COURT REPORTER: Lady on the left,
Your Honor.

THE COURT: Come forward, and the
attorneys may approach as well.

SIDEBAR:

THE COURT: Yes, ma’am, your

name and number?

JUROR NUMBER 312: 312, Judy Hunt.
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THE COURT: Yes, ma’am?
JUROR NUMBER 312: My father-

in-law was robbed and murdered about fifteen

years ago.

THE COURT: Were you involved in
any way?

JUROR NUMBER 312: Well, --
(negative gesture), I was not -- (pause).

THE COURT: Would that affect

you in any way in this case?

JUROR NUMBER 312: I do not
think so.

THE COURT: Could you make a
commitment that it wéuld not influence you?

JUROR NUMBER 312: Yes.

THE COURT: And would you baée

your decision on the evidence and the law?

JUROR NUMBER 312: I would.
THE COURT: Your number again?

JUROR NUMBER 312: Three-
twelve. .
(SIDEBAR CONCLUDED)
THE COURT: Number 312 will remain.
Any others? (No verbal response).

Is there any member of the jury panel
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or member(s) of your immediate family who have
ever been involved with any dispute with .any law
enforcement agency? If so, please stand. (No
response). Thank you, there appear to be none.

There are a number of principles of law
that I will give you at the conclusion of this
case, one of which is that persons like Mr.
Coaxum here today who have been accused of
committing criminal offenses are never required
to prove or disprove anything at all.

The law says that the agency that makes
the allegation, in this case the State of South
Carolina, that is the party that has the sole |
burden of broving.

Trials are very similar, the number of

jurors, who goes first, sometimes the -—- the

defendant in a case doesn’t have to disprove the

" allegation. In.a civil trial, there may be a

claim but one distinction in'a criminal disputé
is that the defendant -- there are two major.
One 1is fhat never in a-criminal dispute 1is a
defendant required prove anything at all. A
trial in a criminal dispute is simply that, and
that’s what a guilty verdict means -- Guilty

means that that jury heard that case and they
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saw the evidence and they were convinced beyond
a reasonable doubt -- and that term will be
defined for you, which is more than what a civil
trial -- in civil trials it is generally a
probability standard, called the preponderance
of the evidence or the greater wéight of the
evidence) Beyond a reasonable doubt is'more
than that, more than “probably”.

But, basically, that jury has been
convinced by the evidence that the State has met
its burden by est;blishing each element of that
crime beyond a reasonable doubt, and they
therefore return a verdict of Guilty.

Not Guilty means that jury collectively
wés not convinced. beyond a reasonable doubt that
the State established each element of the crime.

If the State fails.on one element, you
must return a verdict of Not Guilty. That's
what the law says.

Again, a person accused doesn’t have
any responsibility whatsoever to explain
anything, to justify anything. He has no burden
at all.

Is there anything about your

philosophy, anything about your personal
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experience that would give you any concern about
your ability to take the law, that law and any
other law that I give you, and apply that léw
fairly and impartially to the facts that you
ultimately determine when you consider the
eviden