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ORDERS

Order Assigning Case to Judge Buckner, May 28, 2020
Order Assigning Case to Special Referee, June 3, 2020
Order of Special Referee November 13, 2020

Order Denying Cross Motions for Reconsideration

PLEADINGS

Complaint

Amended Summons and Complaint June 27, 2019

Answer August 14, 2019

Plaintiff’s Memorandum of Law, February 11, 2020

Defendant’s Memorandum of Law, June 1, 2020

Plaintiff’s Reply Memorandum of Law June 2, 2020

E-mail exchange June 5—June 19, 2020 (narrowing requests)
Defendant’s correspondence to Special Referee June 29, 2020
County’s Privilege Log and cover letter, July 6, 2020

County’s Privilege Log and cover letter, July 7, 2020

Plaintiff’s Correspondence to Special Referee, July 13, 2020

Special Referee’s e-mail correspondence to parties, July 28, 2020
Plaintiff’s Correspondence to Special Referee, July 28, 2020

Special Referee’s Correspondence to counsel, July 29, 2020
Defendant’s Correspondence to Special Referee dated August 12, 2020
Defendant’s Correspondence to Special Referee, September 3, 2020
Plaintiff’s Pre-Trial Brief, September 21, 2020

Defendant’s Pre-Trial Brief, September 22, 2020

Affidavit of Attorney’s Fees, October 12, 2020

Plaintiff”s Motion for Reconsideration, November 19, 2020
Defendant’s Motion for Reconsideration, November 23, 2020
Plaintiff’s Memo Opposing County’s Reconsideration, December 17, 2020
Defendant’s Memo Opposing Plaintiff’s Reconsideration, January 8, 2021
Plaintiff’s Reply Memorandum, January 19, 2021

Notice of Appeal March 19, 2021

Notice of Cross Appeal March 23, 2021

TRANSCRIPTS

Hearing before Judge Buckner, June 2, 2020
Hearing before Special Referee, Erin Dean, September 23,2020
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EXHIBITS

Plaintiff’s hearing Exhibits 1-23
County’s F.O.1.A. Productions
Production 1, Case 2019-231 (1 Bostick Circle, 429 Broad River Road)
Production 2, Case 2019-385 (emails)
Production 3, Case 2019-459 (revised request for emails)
Production 4, Case 2019-575 (Alice Howard emails) (none)
County’s redacted e-mails Bate Stamped pages 220, 221, and 255

NOTE: Un-Redacted documents, County’s 1-4, supplied by Respondent/Appellant in separate
volume for in camera examination.



CountyFOIA#3__000155

Date ; 8/29/2018 3:16:57 AM
From : "PSOMMERVILLE"
To : tkeaveny@begov.net

Ce : psommerville@begov.net
Subject : Draft Letter to Council
Attachment ; Council.doex;

Please cdit as you see fit and feel fres 1o seak input fromany of your stal¥
newbers, Thanks. Paul

CountyFOIA#3__000155
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CountyFOIA#3_000156

At our Council meeting on Monday | fully intended to remind all of us about a critical issue, but due to
our heavy agenda, | was overtaken by other matters and failed to do so. Because of the type of
government we have, our only employee, aside from our clerk, is the county administrator. This means
that we are prohibited from directing staff. | understand that as a practical matter, there may be times
where, in the interest of time, it is appropriate/acceptable to ask a staff member a simple question that
can be answered immediately and that does not require research. Unfortunately, some of us are tasking
staff with projects and questions that require research and considerable staff time. As a result, we have
staff members who are overwhelmed with requests from individual council members and are unable to
perform their normal responsibilities. Obviously, we cannot expect staff members to have 12 bosses. All
of us need to be considerate of staff and follow our protocols which require that any task or question
that is complex or requires research be initiated at a committee meeting. The committee can then
charge the county administrator with bringing all of the appropriate information back to the committee
where it can be shared and discussed with all committee members. This is consistent with FOIA laws.

CountyFOIA#3___000156
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CountyFOIA#3__000252

Daic : 3/11/2016 6:00:39 Pivi
From ¢ "Rembold, Jon"
To : "Keaveny, Thomas" , "Jim Hicks™ , "Paul Somsnerville” , "Gruber, Joshan”

Fom; Keaveny, Thomas
Sant: Friday, March 11, 2016 12119 PM
To: Jir Hicks; Paul Sommerville; Rembold, Jon; Gruber, Joshua

Thomas J. Keaveny I
Beaufort County Allomey
P. O, Drawer 1228
Beauforl, SC 299011228
Telk (8437 255-2025

Fax; (843) 255-9414

From: Jim Hicks [mailte:ibhicks @hargray.com]

Sent: Friday, March 11, 2016 11:59 At

To: Paul Sommerville; Rembold, Jon; Keaveny, Thomas; Gruber, Joshua
Subjact: LIBPA Article Regarding Tree Cutiing @ Alrport

To All,

As discussed at the Wednesday meeting the attached draft of an article setting forth a public explanation of the tree cutting project
prasently being planned, along with a bit of history, Is provided for your review and comment to ensure | am not passing erroneous
infarmation, | fully understand that | did not get inta a great deal of detall regarding the exact wording of the law but after reading it a
couple of times can understand how a bit of eonfusion could arlse with the average tayman {non lawyar),

| would like to have your comments/recommendations not later than March 21 to allow me to meet a publishing deadline far the Lady's
Island Buslness and Professional Association newsletter and submission to the Island News.

Thanks,

Jim Duf seoe
Swpe

CountyFOIA#3__000252
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CountyFOIA#3__000153

‘From: Covert, Michael
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2018 10:44 AM
Tos Keaveny, Thomas

CountyFOIA#3__000153
2




From: Covert, Michael
Sent: Tuesday, July 10, 2018 7:37 FM
To: Keaveny, Thomas; Sommenville, Paul

CountyFOIA#3__000154
3




CountyFOIA#3__ 000150

Date : 7/16/2018 10:09:34 PM

From: "Keaveny, Thomas"

To : "PSOMMERVILLE" , "'Stu Rodman"
Cc : "Stewart, Jerry" , "'Vaux, Tabor"

Tom

Thomas J. Keaveny, Il
Beaufort County Attomey
P. O. Drawer 1228
Beaufort, SC29901-1228
Tele: (843) 2552025

—Original Message—

From: Keaveny, Thonas

Sent: Monday, July 16, 2018 6:00 PM
To:'PSOMMERVILLE; Stu Rodman
Cc: Stewart, Jerry

Tom

Thontas J. Keaveny, I
Beaufort County Attomey
P. O. Drawer 1228
Beaufort, SC29901-1228
Tele: (843) 255-2025

~—QOriginal Message—

From: PSOMMERVILLE [mailto:psomnerville@hargray.con
Sent: Monday, July 16, 2018 5:14 PM

To: Keaveny, Thonms; Stu Rodman

Cc: Stewart, Jerry

On Mon, 16 Jul 2018 16:11:38 +0000
“Keaveny, Thomas" <tkcaveny@bcgov.net> wrote:

>Tom

>Thonmus J. Keaveny, Il

> Beaufort County Attomey
>P. 0. Drawer 1228

> Beaufort, SC 29901-1228

> Tele: (843) 255-2025

>

> [cid:image003.png@01 D41CFE.25B81940]
>

CountyFOIA#3__ 000150
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CountyFOIA#3_000036

Date : 3/11/2016 6:00:39 PM
From : "Rembold, Jon"
To : "Keaveny, Thomas" , ""Jins Hicks™ , WPl Sonsrerville” , *Gruber, Joshua"

Frone Keaveny, Thomas
Sents Friday, March 11, 2016 12:19 PM
Yo Jim Hicke: Paul Sommerville; Rembold, Jon; Griber, Jashua

Thomas J. Keaveny IT
Beaufort County Altorney
P. O. Drawer 1228
Beaufort, 8C 2990)-1228
Tel: (843) 255-2025

Fax: (843) 255-9414

From: Jim Hicks [imalltosibhicks@hararay.com]

Sent: Friday, March 11, 2016 11:59 AM

To: Paul Sommerville; Rembold, Jon; Keaveny, Thomas; Gruber, Jostwa
Subjact: LIBRA Article Regarding Tree Cutting @ Alrport

To All,

As discussed at the Wednesday meeting the altached draft of an article settivg forth a public explanation of the tree cutting project
presently belng planned, along with a bit of history, is provided for your review and comment to ensure I am not passing erronegus
information. | fully understand that | did not get Into a great deal of detall regarding the exact wording of the law buk after reading It a
couple of tres can understand how a bit of eanfusion could arise with the average layman {non Jawyar).

| would like to have your comments/recommendations not fater than March 21 to allow me to meet a publishing deadline for the Lady's
tsland Business and Prafesslonal Assoclation newsletter and submission to the Island Wews,

Thanks,

Jim

CountyFOIA#3__000036

0380




P. O. Drawer 1228 CountyFOIA#3__000149

Beaufort, SC 29901-1228
Tel: (843) 255-2025
Fax: (843) 255-9414

From: Sarah McKee [mailto:smckee@govhrusa.com]
Sent: Tuesday, July 10, 2018 9:51 AM
To: Keaveny, Thomas; Rainey, Sue

CountyFOIA#3__000149
4
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Date Subject Case Number

2/10/2019 1 Bostick Circle  #2019-000231
429 Broad River

3/10/2019 County employees #2019-000385
/officials emails

3/118/2019 Revised FOIA for  #2019-000459
County employees
/officials emails

3/31/2019  County official #2019-000575
Alice Howard emails
from her personal email
account to county
employees/officials

Response

1) Email reply Feb 11 confirming receipt

2) Email of Feb 20 req. payment of $124.66; paid

3) March 21 | p/up flashdrive; refund of $53.66

4) March 24 | asked for reason for redactions

5) April 30 | again asked reason and all emails
in their unredacted format

6) May 2 FOIA office claimed documents were
exempt from production

7) May 2 reply from Monica Spells she was
forwarded my email and was sending to legal
for follow up

1) Reply March 11 confirming receipt

2) Reply March 18 - $12,079,

with 25% deposit required

3) March 18 | emailed for breakdown of fees

4) March 18 Reply that fee breakdown was for
IT costs of $72 hrly, and fees for filing, sorting
and redacting

1) Reply March 18 confirming receipt
2) Reply March 25 - $611.26, and 25% dep
3) March 25 | requested a breakdown of fees
4) Reply with fee breakdown of $72 hrly
for legal, IT cost of $49.07 hrly, and
fees filing sorting and redact

1) Reply April 1 confirming receipt

2) Reply April 2 -$1617.14 and 25% dep,
with IT cost $30.74 hrly, legal
$72 hrly, fees for filing, sorting, redacting

0382
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EXHIBIT 1
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Yahoo viaill - Ke: '*_Beautort’” " County”_ = FOUIA™_ . nups://maill.yan00.com/a;searci/Keywora=subpjeci7od A7o...

PURSUANT TO S.C. CODE §30-2-50

(A) A person or private entity shall not knowingly obtain or use Personal information obtained from a
state agency, a local government, or other political subdivision of the State for commercial solicitation
directed to any person in this State.

(D) A person knowingly violating the provisions of subsection (A} is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon
conviction, must be fined an amount not to exceed five hundred dollars or imprisoned for a term not to
exceed one year, or both.”

New Freedom of Information Act Request

First Name: Mare
Last Name: Baracco
Company: n/a
Mailing Address: n/a
City: Beaufort
State: SC
Zip Code: 00000
Phone Number: 000-000-0000

Email Address: maremaimmm@yahoo.com

Pref. Method of Delivery: Email (less than 10mb)

Information Requested: Under the South Carolina Freedom of Information Act,
30-4-10, et seq., please provide copies of documents
relative to the October 8, 2018 Community Services
Meeting, attached.

Thank you, Mare Baracco

1. See page 4 of the attached, paragraph 4. Please
provide any documents (a resolution/record of
vote/other) denoting any approval by either the DSN
Board or County Council approving the sale of the
Broad River property referenced, and any
documentation from County Council for approval for

20of3 5/16/2019, 8:04 PM

0384



Yahoo Mail - Re: *_Beaufort® ~ County” "~ FOIA" *.

https://mail.yahoo.com/d/search/keyword=subject%3 A%...

the deputy county administrator, Joshua Gruber, to
enter into contracts to sell real property.

2. See page 4 and 5 of the attached, paragraph 5.
Please provide all documentation from the realtor
search referenced, including, but not limited to, a
summary and/or report of the eight lots referenced
and how the lot selection process was conducted.
And, copies of all emails to/from the realtor, Debra
Regecz, to the following email addresses relative to
this search for DSN lots/real property for these
homes, and 1 Bostick Circle:

jgruber@bcgov.net

tkeveaney@bcgov.net

msutton@bcgov.net

blove@bcgov.net

bcod

bcgov.net

dthomas@bcgov.net

3. See page 5 of the attached, paragraph 3. Please
provide all emails to/from realtor Debra Regdcz, to the
following email addresses regarding drainage
issues/fill/soil engineer discussions/soil testing for 1
Bostick Circle:

jgruber@bcgov.net

tkeveane

bcgov.net

msutton@bcgov.net

blove@bcgov.net

bcod

bcgov.net

dthomas@bcaov.net

(FOIA request originally received by Mary Ellen
Keough on 2/10/19 at 12:23 a.m. via email. Form data
input by Bill Lisbon, FOIA Specialist, Records
Management Department, Beaufort County)

Attachments

October 8 2018 Community Services Meeting.pdf

5/16/2019, 8:04 PM
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RTINS FRVT RS €N Asveitiavs L vy 1 Nsaan .. BELLIT G TG ) WUV SN W OV W Ve ) TT A DU Vel 3 S Ve

Re: ~_Beaufort~_ A_County”_ ~_FOIA~_ A_Request*_ ~_20194_-~_000231~_

From: Mare Baracco (maremailmmm@yahoo.com)
To:  bcfoia@bcgov.net
Date: Monday, February 11,2019, 2:48 PM EST

01/01/2017 - 08/06/2018
Sent from my iPhone

On Feb 11, 2019, at 2:10 PM, bcfoia <bgfoia@bcgov.net> wrote:

Dear Requester,

Thank you for submitting your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Request. This is to confirm that
Beaufort County Government has received your request under the Freedom of Information Act. Your
request will be researched in the order in which it was received and as expeditiously as possible.

When it has been determined, we will inform you if any or all of your request are matters exempt from
disclosure* and/or if there is a cost associated with the preparation of your data**.

Because your FOIA request requires us to potentially search millions of archived emails, our
Information Technology Department asks requesters to provide the specific date range you'd
like us to search. Please let me know these parameters as soon as possible so we can begin
processing your request.

Your Beaufort County Freedom of Information Act case number is: 2019-00023 1

Sincerely,

Bill Lisbon, FOIA Specialist

Mary Ellen Keough, Director

Beaufort County Records Management
PO Drawer 1228

Beaufort, SC 29901

843-255-7200

befoia@begov.net

<image001.jpg>

1 of3 5/16/2019, 8:04 PM
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Yahoo Mail - RE: Beaufort County FOIA Request ~ 2019...  https://mail.yahoo.com/d/search/keyword=2019-000231/m...

RE: Beaufort County FOIA Request ~_20194_-A_0002314_

From: Spells, Monica (mspells@bcgov.net)

To:  maremailmmm@yahoo.com

Cc:  bcfoia@bcgov.net; maryellenk@bcgov.net
Date: Thursday, May 2, 2019, 5:01 PM EDT

Hi Mrs. Baracco,

Good afternoon. 1 just forwarded your correspondence to our Legal Department (843-255-2055) for follow up.
My office was nol involved in the redactions.

Thank you.

Monica N. Spells, ICMA-CM
Assistant County Administrator
Beaufort County Government, SC

843-255-2354 (Office)

L fio]V]

To sign up for news fiom Beaufort County Administration, click here,

Watch and Lasten | Email Us | Call Us{ Mect County Coungil | Get lnvolved

Braufort County | Post Oflice Drawer 1228 | Beaufort, SC 29901

From: Mare Deckard <maremaiimmm@yahoo.com>

Sent: Thursday, May 2, 2018 12:50 PM

To: befoia <bcfoia@bcgov.net>; Keough, MaryEllen <maryellenk@bcgov.net>; Spells, Monica
<mspelis@bcgov.net>

Subject: Re: Beaufort County FOIA Request 2018-000231

Dear Ms. Keough and Ms. Spelis,
Please see the reply, below, from BCFOIA May 1st, re my question as to FOIA 2019-000231, specifically #2 and
#3, and the redactions (attached). In an effort to amiably resolve my concern, what is the County claiming as

their rationale under FOIA and the SC Records and Retention Act for the redactions?
I look forward to your reply, Mare B.

1 of5 6/11/2019, 9:28 PM
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Print 3 Q C)\CL' _ 000325 Page 3 of 4

(A) A person or private entity shall not knowingly obtain or use Personal information obtained
Jfrom a state agency, a local government, or other political subdivision of the State for commercial
solicitation directed to any person in this State.

(D) A person knowingly violating the provisions of subsection (A) is guilty of a misdemeanor and,
upon conviction, must be fined an amount not to exceed five hundred dollars or imprisoned for a
term not to exceed one year, or both."

New Freedom of Information Act Request

First Name: Mare
Last Name: Baracco
Company: n/a
Mailing Address: n/a
City: Beaufort
State: SC
Zip Code: 00000
Phone Number:  000-000-0000
Email Address: maremailmmm(@yahoo.com
Pref. Method of Delivery: Email (less than 10mb)
Information Requested:  Under the South Carolina Freedom of Information Act, 30-4-

10, et seq., please provide copies of the following. Thank
you, Mare Baracco

1. All Emails from January 1. 2013 - today:

sturodman(@gmail.com to/from and between any of the
following email addresses: gkubic@bcgov.net;

jgruber@bcgov.net: tkeveanev(@begov.net;
tvaux(@bcgov.net; pjtanner@bcgov.net;

https://mail.yahoo.com/neo/launch?.src=ymé&reason=unsupported browser 3/27/2019
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Print Page 4 of 4

acoppage{@bcgov.net; mhatfield@bcgov.net;
rbrooks@bcgov.net; Imcellyn@bcgov.net;
psommerville@hargray.com; mhatfield@bcgov.net;
vwillis@portroyal.org; brianb@bcgov.net

2. All Emails from January 1, 2013 - today:

psommerville@hargray.com to/from and between any of the
following email addresses: gkubic@bcgov.net;
jgruber@bcgov.net; tkeveaney@bcgov.net;
tvaux(@bcgov.net; pjtanner@bcgov.net;
acoppage(@bcgov.net; mhatfield@bcgov.net:
rbrooks(@bcegov.net; Iimcellyn@bcgov.net;

srodman@gmail.com; mhatfield@bcgov.net;
vwillis@portroyal.org; brianb@bcgov.net

3. All Emails from January 1, 2013 - today:

bjhillster@gmail.com to/from and between any of the
following email addresses: gkubic@bcgov.net;
jgruber@bcgov.net; pjtanner@bcgov.net;
acoppage@bcgov.net; mhatfield@bcgov.net;
srodman(@gmail.com; mhatfield@bcgov.net;
psommerville@hargray.com; brianb@bcgov.net

(FOIA request originally received by bcfoia@bcegov.net on
3/10/19 at 10:35 p.m. via email. Form data input by Bill
Lisbon, FOIA Specialist, Records Management Department,
Beaufort County)

https://mail.yahoo.com/neo/launch?.src=ym&reason=unsupported browser 3/27/2019
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Print Page 1 of 4

Subject: Re: Beaufort County FOIA Request 2019-000385
From: Mare Baracco (maremailmmm@yahoo.com)
To: befoia@bcegov.net;

Date: Monday, March 18, 2019 12:10 PM

Please send me a breakdown as to how this total fee was calculated. Thanks, Mare B
Sent from my iPhone

On Mar 18,2019, at 12:07 PM, bcfoia <bcfoia@@begov.net> wrote:

Dear Requester,

Thank you for submitting your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Request. Beaufort County is in
receipt of your request for records pursuant to the South Carolina Freedom of Information Act. Your
Case Number is 2019-000385.

Pursuant to Section 30-4-30 (b) of the South Carolina Code of Laws, Beaufort County is entitled to
charge a fee for the actual costs incurred in producing public records pursuant to a South Carolina
Freedom of Information Act request which is inclusive of both staff time and required
materials/media.

The estimated total for this request is $12,079.00.

167 hours estimated for I.T. to search and compile emails @ $72.00/hour = $12,024.00

3 hours estimated for Records Management to compile and redact emails @ $16.00/hour = $48.00
1 flash drive = $7.00

Beaufort County requires a deposit of 25% of the estimated total to be collected before work will
continue on this FOIA. Upon receipt of your check or money order in the amount of $3,019.75, we
will resume gathering your requested information and will subsequently forward to you a new fee
response indicating the remaining balance once that process is complete. Upon Records Management

receiving the full amount due, we will provide you with the information found in response to your
request,

https://mail.yahoo.com/neo/launch?.src=ymé&reason=unsupported_browser 3/27/2019
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Print

Please make check or money order payable to Beaufort County Treasurer mail to:

Beaufort County FOIA Services
c/o Records Management
Post Office Drawer 1228

Beaufort, SC 29901-1228

To expedite this process, please include your case number on the check or money order.

Please contact me if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Whitney Snyder, FOIA Specialist
Mary Ellen Keough, Director

Beaufort County Records Management
PO Drawer 1228

Beaufort, SC 29901

843-255-7200

befoiaf@begov.net

<image001.jpg>

PURSUANT TO S.C. CODE §30-2-50

https://mail.yahoo.com/neo/launch?.src=symé&reason=unsupported _browser

0395
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Print Page 4 of 5

PURSUANT TO S.C. CODE §30-2-50

(A) A person or private entity shall not knowingly obtain or use Personal information
obtained from a state agency, a local government, or other political subdivision of the

State for commercial solicitation directed to any person in this State.

(D) A person knowingly violating the provisions of subsection (A) is guilty of a
misdemeanor and, upon conviction, must be fined an amount not to exceed five
hundred dollars or imprisoned for a term not to exceed one year, or both."

New Freedom of Information Act Request

First Name: Mare
Last Name: Baracco
Company: n/a
Mailing Address: n/a
City: Beaufort
State: SC
Zip Code: 00000

Phone Number:
Email Address:
Pref. Method of Delivery:

Information Requested:

000-000-0000

maremailmmm(@yahoo.com

Email (less than 10mb)

Any/all emails to/from or between

psommerville@hargray.com and the following
email addresses, from 1/1/2013 - today:

kubic(@bcgov.net; jgruber@bcgov.net;
tkeveaney(@bcgov.net

hitps://mail.yahoo.com/neo/launch?.src=ymé&reason=unsupported_browser
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Print Page 5 of §

(FOIA request originally received by
befoiai@begov.net on 3/18/19 at 12:25 p.m. via
email. Form data input by Bill Lisbon, FOIA
Specialist, Records Management Department,
Beaufort County) ,

Attachments

» image001.jpg (9.55KB)

https://mail.yahoo.com/neo/launch?.src=ym&reason=unsupported browser 3/27/2019
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Print Page 2 of 5

PURSUANT TO S.C. CODE §30-2-50

(A) A person or private entity shall not knowingly obtain or use Personal information obtained from a state
agency, a local government, or other political subdivision of the State for commercial solicitation directed to
any person in this State.

(D) A person knowingly violating the provisions of subsection (A) is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon
conviction, must be fined an amount not to exceed five hundred dollars or imprisoned for a term not to
exceed one year, or both."”

From: Mare Baracco <maremailmmm@yahoo.com>
Sent: Monday, March 25, 2019 3:30 PM

To: befoia <bcfoia@begov.net>

Subject: Re: Beaufort County FOIA Request 2019-000459

How has this Fee been determined? Please provide a breakdown of the cost, thank you.
Mare Baracco

Sent from my iPhone

On Mar 25, 2019, at 3:14 PM, bcfoia <bcfoia(@bcgov.net> wrote:

Dear Requester,

Thank you for submitting your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Request. Beaufort
County is in receipt of your request for records pursuant to the South Carolina Freedom
of Information Act. Your Case Number is 2019-000459.

Pursuant to Section 30-4-30 (b) of the South Carolina Code of Laws, Beaufort County is
entitled to charge a fee for the actual costs incurred in producing public records pursuant
to a South Carolina Freedom of Information Act request which is inclusive of both staff
time and required materials/media.

The estimated total for this request is $611.26.

https://mail.yahoo.com/neo/launch?.src=ymé&reason=unsupported_browser 3/27/2019
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Print Page 3 of 5

Beaufort County requires a deposit of 25% of the estimated total to be collected before
work will continue on this FOIA. Upon receipt of your check or money order in the
amount of $152.82, we will resume gathering your requested information and will
subsequently forward to you a new fee response indicating the remaining balance once
that process is complete. Upon Records Management receiving the full amount due, we
will provide you with the information found in response to your request.

Please make check or money order payable to Beaufort County Treasurer mail to:

Beaufort County FOIA Services
c/o Records Management
Post Office Drawer 1228

Beaufort, SC 29901-1228

To expedite this process, please include your case number on the check or money order.

Please contact me il you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Whitney Snyder, FOIA Specialist
Mary Ellen Keough, Director

Beaufort County Records Management
PO Drawer 1228

Beaufort, SC 29901

843-255-7200

befoia@bcgov.net

<image001.jpg>

https://mail.yahoo.com/neo/launch?.src=ymé&reason=unsupported browser 3/27/2019
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Subject:

From:
To:

Date:

Beaufort County FOIA Request 2019-000459
befoia (befoia@bcegov.net)
maremailmmm@yahoo.com;

Monday, March 25, 2019 3:35 PM

Dear Requester,

Provided below is a breakdown of the estimated fee.

0.25 hours estimated for I.T. to search and compile emails @ $49.07/hour = $12.26
8 hours estimated for Legal/Admin to sort emails @ $72.00/hour = $576.00

1 hour estimated for Records Management to redact emails and compile @ $16.00/hour = §16.00

| flash drive = $7.00

Sincerely,

Whitney Snyder, FOIA Specialist

Mary Ellen Keough. Director

Beaufort County Records Management

PO Drawer 1228

Beaufort, SC 29901

843-255-7200

befoia@begov.net

E BC Logo

https://mail.yahoo.com/neo/launch?.src=ym&reason=unsupported_browser
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Yanoo mai - seautort County FOIA Request 2019~ -~ https://mai1.yahoo.com/d/search/keyword=20l9-000575?g...

20f2

(A) A PERSON OR PRIVATE ENTITY SHALL NOT KNOWINGLY OBTAIN OR USE PERSONAL INFORMATION OBTAINED FROM A STATE AGENCY,

A LOCAL GOVERNMENT, OR OTHER POLITICAL SUBDIVISION OF THE STATE FOR COMMERCIAL SOLICITATION DIRECTED TO ANY PERSON
INTHIS STATE.

(D) A PERSON KNOWINGLY VIOLATING THE PROVISIONS OF SUBSECTION (A) IS GUILTY OF A MISDEMEANOR AND, UPON CONVICTION,

MUST BE FINED AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED FIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS OR IMPRISONED FOR A TERM NOT TO EXCEED ONE YEAR, OR
BOTH."

New Freedom of Information Act Request

First Name: Mare
Last Name: Baracco
Company: nf/a
Mailing Address: n/a
City: Beaufort
State: SC
Zip Code: 00000
Phone Number:  000-000-0000
Email Address:  maremailmmm@yahoo.com
Pref. Method of Delivery: Email (less than 10mb)

Information Requested:  Under the South Carolina Freedom of Information Act, 30-4-10, et seq., please provide
copies of the following:

All emails from howardag@hararay.com from January 1, 2015 - prasenl, either to or
between any or all these email addresses, below - Thank you, Mare Baracco

akubic@bcgov.net

j I v,

psommerville@bcgov.net

man V.0
Xi QV.Ni

tkaveaney@begov.net

(FOIA request originally receivad by Mary Ellen Keough on 3/31/19 at 11:52 p.m. via
email. Ferm data input by Bill Lisbon, FOIA Specialist, Records Management Depariment
Beaufort County)

4/9/2019, 8:02 PM
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Yanoo miatl - peaufort Lounty FOIA Request ~_ 2019 -~...  https://mail.yahoo.com/d/search/keyword=2019-000575%

I of 2

S5

Beaufort County FOIA Request ~_20194_-~_0005754_

From bcfoia (befola@begov.net)
To  maremailmmm@yzhoo.com

Date Tuesday, April 2, 2019, 9:37 AM EDT

Dear Requester

Thank you for submuting vour Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Request Beaufort County 1s in receipt of your request for records pursuant to the South
Carclina Freedem of Information Act Your Case Mumbsr is 2015-000575

Pursuant to Section 30-4-30 (b) of the South Carclina Code of Laws Beaufort County 1s entlled lo charge a fee for the actual costs incured in producing
pubite records pursuant to a South Carolina Freedom of Information Act requast which is inclusive of toth staff time and required maienals/media

The estimated total for this request is $1617 14

0 33 hours estimated for ¢ T to search and cempile enals @ $30 74/rour = $10 14
22 hours estimated for Legal/Admin to scrl emails @ 572 00/hour = $1584 00

1 hour estimated for Records Management to compile and redacl ernails {if necessary) @ $*6 00mMour = $16 CO
1 flash drive = $7 00

Beaufort County requses a depaosit of 25% of the estmated lota' to be collacted before work will cont nue on this FOIA Upon receipt of your check or
money order in the amaunt of $404.29 we will resume gathering your requested information and will subsequentily forward ta you a new fee response

indicating the remaining balance once that pracess is complete Upon Records Management receiving the full amount due, we will pravide you wath the
information feund in response to your request

Please make check or money order payable to Beaufort County Treasurer mai o

8eauforl Counly FOIA Services
clo Records Management

Pasl Office Drawer 1228
Beaufort SC 29901-1228

To exgedite this process pleass include your case number on the check or muney order

Flease contact me if you have any questions

Sincerely,

Whitney Snyder, FOIA Spacialist

Mary Ellen Keough Director

Beaulcrt County Records Management
PO Drawer 1228

Beaufort, SC 28901

843-255-7200

befoia VN

PURSUANT TO S.C. CODE §30-2-50

4/9/2019, 8:02 PM

0406



EXHIBIT 9

0407



Date : 7/18/2018 9:34:09 PM
From: "Stu Rodman"
To : "Sommerville, Paul" , "Jerry Stewart" , "Howard, Alice G."
Ce : "Keaveny, Thomas"
Subject : Search
Al
My strategy for your consideration:
Starting assunptions:
1. 10 Members present
2. AO is the preferred candidate by dissenters
3. WS is weak and it is highly unlikely that he would be nadvertently hired
Action#1: StuMotions (explaining that my mtent is to disqualify him) that WS be hired, such that 6 votes would be required to hire him.
Expected outcome: WS is disqualified with perhaps only 2 or 3 Members voting to hire him.

[ reject starting with hiring JG, as the likely outcome (with anything less than 6 confirmed votes) is that JG is disqualified, a position that would
be difficult to reverse.

Action #2: Stu observes (laymng out my previously arguments that JG is a candidate and having the Parliamentarian confinm such) that JG is a
candidate, which might mvite a contrary Motion, with one of two outcomes, nanely:

1. Chair and the Parliamentarian rule it out of order, or
2. Ifvoted on. it fails for the lack of 6 votes.

At that pomt we would have two candidates, JG & OS.
While a forced vote might elect one or the other. the more likely outcone is that both candidates go down 5-5 with hurt feeling
Action #3: Jerry Motions to go into Executive Session and see if we can resolve this somewhat Mexican stand-off
It might be well received by the dissenters not feeling they lost on parliamentary maneuvering,
We might agree that we unanimously support the candidate with 6 votes.
Action#4: Reconvene in public session taking one of two actions.

1. Unanimously support hiring the 6 vote candidate, or
2. Letit get messy.

Let's discuss.
Cheers,

Stu
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Date : 9/21/2018 12:38:58 AM

From: ""Stu Rodman"

To : ""Sommerville, Paul" , ""Jerry Stewart"

Cc : "Keaveny, Thomas"'

Subject : Committee Members & Contentious issues

Paul,

I seldom get political but the pro and anti factions fall as follows with you voting:

Gang of 5 Gang of 6
Executive Committee 4 (JS, AH, SR, & PS) 2 (BF & GD)
Fmance Committee 3 (S, SR, & PS) 5 (RC, MC, GD, BF, & SF)
Community Services 3 (AH, TV, & PS) 4 (RC,MC, SF, & YG)

As such, [ strongly recommend that the DSN and Personal Services Contract issues be chamneled through an Executive Session of the Executive
Committee as these issues will most likely spin out of control at the Finance & Conuunity Services Committees.

The public argunent, if questioned, is that the issues span muttiple conmittees.
Cheers,

Stu
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pate : Y/25/ZU18 11:34:04 ¥Vl

From: "Stu Rodman"

To : "Sommerville, Paul” , ""Jerry Stewart"
BCc : tkeaveny@bcgov.net

Subject : Administrator

Paul and Jerry,

Observations:

1. Problems are opportunities.

2. The right solution is Josh for the County and his career.

3. He will come for say $225K with the Towns's blessing, and the gang of 6 can be broken.

4. Jerry and [ are both capable of nimning the County, I would support Jerry ifhe wanted it, I would do it only as a last, last resort, and we both
have baggage with some members.

5. We need to work this through the Executive Committee where we have 4 of 6 votes, where GD will probably come along giving us 5, and BF
is the most likely of the gang of 6 to break ranks giving us 6 of 6.

6. The best short term solution is Gary who can orchestrate bringing Josh back and is a naster with the press and the public.

Recommmendation: A meeting of the three of us with Gary and Tom to set a strategy for bringing Josh back.

Cheers,

Stu

0412



EXHIBIT 12

0413



From: McElynn, Lawrence P. <imcelynn@bcgov.net>
Sent: Monday, March 09, 2015 12:40 PM

To: Brooks, Richard

Subject: Fwd: Mare Baracco

Regards.

Lawrence P McElynn

Chief Judge

The Summary Court of South Carolina
Beaufort County

Sent from my Verizon Wireless 4G LTE smartphone

-------- Original message --------

From: "Kubic, Gary"

Date:03/09/2015 12:35 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: "McElynn, Lawrence P."

Subject: Fwd: Mare Baracco

FYT, gkubic

Gary Kubic iPhone
Beaufort County Council

Begin forwarded message:

From: Gary Kubic <gkubic @bcgov.net>

Date: March 6, 2015 at 1:56:01 PM EST

To: Paul Sommerville <psommerville @bcgov.net>

Ce: Rick Caporale <rcaporale @bcgov.net>, Joshua Gruber <jgruber @bcgov.net>, "Coppage,
Allison" <acopjage @bcgov.net>

Subject: Mare Baracco

I'am writing in response to a series of recent opinions that my staff and I have received regarding
the case of Mare Baracco.

Some of the recent opinions suggest that the county should not pursue this matter any further.
This suggestion is one suggestion that we cannot do.

The court has issued an order which cites both a State statute and a county ordinance that the
defendant, Mare Baracco, is required to follow.

Our legal department has received sworn affidavits from the Port Royal Chief of Police and the
Port Royal Town Manager stating that the defendant is not in compliance with the order of the
court.

0414
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The county’s fiduciary responsibility and duty to the court requires that these affidavits be
forwarded to the court for their judicial review.

I expect that the court with these affidavits will schedule a hearing to assess Mare Baracco’s
compliance to original order.

It is my suggestion that any member of our community or any elected representative who wants
to submit testimony or evidence about this case should do so at this hearing.

I hope this information helps in our understanding of what the county is required to do in this
matter.

Thanks, gkubic

GARY KUBIC

Beaufort County Administrator
South Carofina

bcgov.net

843-255-2006 (Office)
843-812-7605 (Mobile)
843-255-9403 (Fax)

gkubic@bcgov.net

0415

68€0040d0.102#3SVO - SYI'1d NOWWOD - LH04Nv34 - WV 90:0L ¥2 984 020< - a4 ATIVOINOYH.LOTT:



EXHIBIT 13

0416



I ——— — e — e

From: McElynn, Lawrence P. <Imcelynn@bcgov.net>
Sent: Wednesday, March 18, 2015 10:00 AM

To: Sproatt, Rod

Subject: RE: Hearing

For sure

Regards,

Lawrence P McElynn

Chief Judge

The Summary Court of South Carolina
Beaufort County

Sent from my Verizon Wireless 4G LTE smartphone

-------- Original message --------

From: "Sproatt, Rod"

Date:03/18/2015 9:45 AM (GMT-05:00)
To: "McElynn, Lawrence P."

Subject: RE: Hearing

“RC” should check the credibility of his source.

From: McElynn, Lawrence P.

Sent: Wednesday, March 18, 2015 8:57 AM
To: Sproatt, Rod

Subject: Fwd: Hearing

Regards,

Lawrence P McElynn

Chief Judge

The Summary Court of South Carolina
Beaufort County

Sent from my Verizon Wireless 4G LTE smartphone

-------- Original message --------

From: "Caporale, Rick"

Date:03/17/2015 9:23 PM (GMT-05:00)

To: Mare Baracco Deckard ,"Sommerville, Paul"

Cc: "McBride, William" ,"Dawson, Gerald" ,"Fobes, Steve" ,"Bensch, Cynthia" ,"Stewart H. Rodman" ,"Vaux,
Tabor" ,"Howard, Alice G." ,"Stewart, Jerry" ,"Rodman, Stewart" ,Skip Hoagland ,Ashley Landess ,Lisa
Kindwall ,Cris Steele ,"Brittany L. Shane" ,Mark Lett ,apcolumbia@ap.org,Weston Newton ,Kristina Wetzel
,"Flewelling, Brian" ,"Gruber, Joshua" ,"Coppage, Allison" ,"Mary B. Lohr" ,"Kubic, Gary" ,"McElynn,
Lawrence P." ’

Subject: RE: Hearing
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Ms. Baracco:

What you may be seeing are two of the faces of government; in this case, one wearing the look
of indifference and the other the mask of law.

RC

Rick Caporale

District 8

Beaufort County Council
Cell: (843) 683-1771

From: Mare Baracco Deckard [maremailmmm@yahoo.com]

Sent: Tuesday, March 17, 2015 2:53 AM

To: Sommerville, Paul

Cc: McBride, William; Dawson, Gerald; Fobes, Steve; Caporale, Rick; Bensch, Cynthia; Stewart H. Rodman; Vaux, Tabor;

Howard, Alice G.; Stewart, Jerry; Rodman, Stewart; Skip Hoagland; Ashley Landess; Lisa Kindwall; Cris Steele; Brittany L.

Shane; Mark Lett; apcolumbia@ap.org; Weston Newton; Kristina Wetzel; Flewelling, Brian; Gruber, Joshua; Coppage,
Allison; Mary B. Lohr; Kubic, Gary
Subject: Hearing

Dear Chairman Sommerville,

We arrived home to more "doorknockers" and documents in the mail, relative to yet
another hearing your county attorney scheduled.

As you may recall, I appeared before Council this past Monday May 9, and spoke
briefly. I also asked a single question, and that was "Please provide proof this "Notice"
is legitimate and that it was promulgated through the legal process".

To date, I have not received any documentation to substantiate the legality of this
"Notice", which we contested, for the very same reasons, on July 9, 2012,

Before the County commits one more penny to what will be the ninth hearing on this

matter, it would be prudent to substantiate this extremely questionable document. It's
a more than reasonable request. Mare Baracco
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From: McElynn, Lawrence P. <Imcelynn@bcgov.net>
Sent: Thursday, March 12, 2015 11:07 AM

To: Sproatt, Rod; Garst, Stephanie; Brooks, Richard
Subject: Fwd: Recent Paper

Fyi

Regards,

Lawrence P McElynn

Chief Judge

The Summary Court of South Carolina
Beaufort County

Sent from my Verizon Wireless 4G LTE smaniphone

-------- Original message --------

From: "Kubic, Gary"

Date;03/12/2015 10:50 AM (GMT-05:00)

To: Mare Baracco Deckard

Cc: "Gruber, Joshua" ,"Coppage, Allison" ,"Bensch, Cynthia" ,"Caporale, Rick" ,"Fobes, Steve" ,"Rodman,

Stewart" ,"Flewelling, Brian" ,"McBride, William" ,"Sommerville, Paul" ,"Stewart, Jerry" ,"Howard, Alice G."

,"Dawson, Gerald" ,psomerville@bcgov.net,"McElynn, Lawrence P."
Subject: Re: Recent Paper

Mare Baracco Deckard:

After reading your email, I feel it is necessary to advise you that your questions should be address to the
Magistrate Court.

It is the Magistrate Court that manages and maintains the official court records.
1t is also the Magistrate Court that determines whether a hearing on a judicial matter is necessary.

You should make a request to the Magistrate Court for copies of your file (your file includes the affidavits)
and/or dircct to the court any questions that you may have regarding the legal proceedings set by it.

The response that you receive from the Magistrate Court will then represent the official records of the court
regarding your case.

I hope this helps you.

Thanks, gkubic

On Mar 12, 2015, at 8:56 AM, Mare Baracco Deckard <maremailmmm @ yahoo.com> wrote:

Dear Mr. Gruber,
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I'm hoping you can provide clarity to a few questions I have regarding a hearing I
understand has been, or is being, scheduled.

First, is it possible for me to have a copy of the written Order this hearing is to be based
upon? And, I would like to see any affidavits that support a complaint against me, in
the interest of fairness.

Also, what kind of hearing is this, exactly? By that, I mean what type of judicial process
or avenue of adjudication is this hearing classified as and also, what is my
designation/role in this process?

I would appreciate a prompt response, so I may review these documents as soon as
possible. if you are not available to answer, I'd be fine with Ms. Coppage
responding. Given her participation in this matter to date, her reply is welcome.

Thank you, Mare B.

GARY KUBIC

Beaufort County Administrator
South Carofina

bcgov.net

843-255-2026 (Office)
843-812-7605 (Mobile)
843-255-9403 (Fax)

gkubic@bcgov.net
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(A) A PERSON OR PRIVATE ENTITY SHALL NOT KNOWINGLY OBTAIN OR USE PERSONAL INFORMATION OBTAINED FROM A STATE AGENCY,
A LOCAL GOVERNMENT, OR OTHER POLITICAL SUBDIVISION OF THE STATE FOR COMMERCIAL SOLICITATION DIRECTED TO ANY PERSON
IN THIS STATE.

(D) A PERSON KNOWINGLY VIOLATING THE PROVISIONS OF SUBSECTION (A) IS GUILTY OF A MISDEMEANOR AND, UPON CONVICTION,

MUST BE FINED AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED FIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS OR IMPRISONED FOR A TERM NOT TO EXCEED ONE YEAR, OR
BOTH."

New Freedom of Information Act Request

First Name: Mare
Last Name: Baracco
Company: n/a
Mailing Address: n/a
City: Beaufort
State: SC
Zip Code: 00000
Phone Number:  000-000-0000
Email Address: remailmmm hoo.com
Pref. Method of Delivery:  Email (less than 10mb)
Information Requested:  Under the South Carolina Freedom of Information Act, 30-4-10, et seq., please provide

copies of the following. Thank you, Mare Baracco

1. All Emails from January 1, 2013 - today:

sturodman@gmail.com to/from and between any of the following email addresses
gkubic@bcgov.net: jaruber@bcaov.net; tkeveanev@bcaov.net; tvaux@bcgov.net;
Ritanner@bcgov.net; Bconpage@begov.net, mhatfield@begov.net, rorooks@bcgov.net,
lmcellyn@_b‘cgovngj; psommerville@hargray.com; mha!ﬁelg@gcgov.ngt,
wwillis@portroyal.org; brianb@bcqgov.net

2. All Emails from January 1, 2013 - today:

osommervilte@hargray.com tofrom and between any of the following email addresses-
akubic@begov.net; jaruber ov.net: tkeveangx@bggox‘ngt; lvaux@bcgov.net:
pitanner@bcgov.net; cgov.nel; mhatfi n ov.net;

nn : acoppage@begov.nel; mhatfield@begov.net, tbrooks@bcegov.net;
Imcellyn@bcgov.net: srodman@gmail.com; mhatfield@bcgov.net: willis@poriroval.org

brianb@begov.net
3. Ali Emails from January 1, 2013 - today:

bihtlister@amail.com tolfrom and between any of the following email addresses:
gkubic@bcqov.net: laruber@begov.net, pitanner@bcqgov.net: acoppage@bhcqov.net;
mhatfield@beaov.net; srodm il.com; mhatfield@bcgov.net;
psommerville@hararay.com: bnanb@begov.net

(FOIA request originally received by befoia@bcegov.net on 3/10/18 at 10:35 p.m. via email
Form data inpul by Bili Lisbon, FOIA Specialist, Records Management Department,
Beaufort County)

4/8/2019, 8:47 PM
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Memorandum

DATE: December 12. 2018
TO: John Weaver, Esq., Interim County Administrator
COPY: County Council Community Services Committee via Alice Howard, Chair

Monica N. Spells, Assistant County Administrator, Civic Engagement and
Outreach, William Love, Executive Director. Beaufort County Disabilities and
Special Needs

FROM: Christopher S. Inglese, Assistant County Attomeym

SUBJECT:  Purchase of 1 Bostick Circle Parcel

SUMMARY OF FACTS

In recent years, the County’s Disabilities and Special Needs Department (DSN) has been
engaged in a fundamental shift in the way those in need are served by DSN due to state directives.
Unfortunately, the process has revealed in some areas of Beaufort County, community resistance
to placing DSN homes in certain neighborhoods. DSN staft have faced numerous challenges in
locating new homes to better house those they serve.

The shift led to the proposed sale of the Port Royal Community Residential Facility (“the
Port Royal property™) via Beaufort County Council Resolution 2017-1 (attached as Exhibit A).
This facility, which averages fourteen (14) DSN consumers, is aging and no longer meets the needs
of these it serves. The State had the facility constructed more than 20 years ago as an Intermediate
Care Facility. The facility is institutional in nature and contrary to current state program standards.

Under current staie directives, DSN typically houses no more than four (4) consumers per
home. Therefore, the County determined that three (3) new homes were needed to accommodate
the individuals currently residing at the Port Royal property. Prior to discussion of these three (3)
homes, DSN had identified the need for one (1) home based on its growing waiting list for
residential services, for a total of four (4) homes needed.

DSN utilized the County’s Purchasing Department for assistance in identifying the new

home sites. This process led to the procurement and approval for construction of three (3) new
DSN homes.
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DSN staff next began the search for a site for a fourth home and ultimately pursued the
purchase of an undeveloped lot at | Bostick Circle. The DSN budget had funds available for a site
in its Building Acquisitions line and ultimately the Interim County Administrator at the time of
the lot purchase did execute the necessary documents for the purchase of | Bostick Circle.

The purchase is memorialized by a deed filed in the Beaufort County Register of Deeds at
Book 3645 and Page 1772, filed February 20, 2018 and executed February 3, 2018 (attached as
Exhibit B). The County purchased the property for $34.000. The former Interim County
Administrator. who also served as “Special Counsel” executed the necessary documents for the
purchase and stamped the deed as “Approved for Recording™ on behalf of the Beaufort County
Attorney. Neither the Purchasing Director, nor staff in the Legal Department, were notified of the
purchase in advance. The Finance Depariment wired the necessary purchasing funds based on
Code Section 2-509 which authorizes the Administrator’s spending authority up to $50.000.

On October 8, 2018, Community Services Committee discussed the purchase and
ultimately asked for a legal opinion regarding the purchase of | Bostick Circle. On November 13,
2018, the Committee went into Executive Session for the purpose of receiving legal advice
regarding the referenced purchase.

ISSUES

1. Atissue, is a provision of the Beaufort County Code of Ordinances Section 2-514 Exemption
for real Property which states in pertinent part. “(b) [W]ith prior approval of the county
council, the purchase of real property for governmental use shall be negotiated by the county
administrator” (emphasis added). Additionally, Section 2-509 states “[U]pon request of the
county council and subject to its approval of each transaction, perform all delegable functions
in connection with acquisition and disposal of real property” (emphasis added).

After thoroughly reviewing the record of council meetings, and inquiring of appropriate staff
members. 1 concluded that nothing in the record demonstrates council’s prior approval for,
nor knowledge of. the specific purchase of 1 Bostick Circle as required by County Code
Sections 2-514 and 2-509.

2. Beaufort Code Section 2-510 articulates the remaining issues. In summary, the Code
acknowledges ratification of an unauthorized contract at the time the Administrator executes
the contract. I imagine this provision exists to protect innocent third parties from being
damaged because of technical, procurement errors. Additionally, the Code requires the
following in the instance of an unauthorized contract:

a. The department head shall prepare a written statement of facts; and

b. What corrective action is being taken to prevent another occurrence; and

c. What action is being taken against the individual responsible for committing the act:
and

d. Document that the price paid is fair and reasonable.

Taking these in the order listed, the statement of facts is provided herein pursuant to the
request of the committee and on behalf of the Department Head. I have prepared the statement of

2
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facts, because it is unclear from the Code. which Department Head is to prepare the statement of
facts. Furthermore. the Community Services Committee requested that | make written findings
pursuant to the Code Section 2-510.

Next, the corrective action needed is to pursue a full time, real estate professional on staff
to assist all departments with their real estate and property management needs. A professional,
staff position will help to ensure that County code requirements are met, because the licensed real
estate professional will be subject to principal/agent loyalty as well as the employer/femployee
loyalty. thus always acting in the County’s best interest. Furthermore, a real estate professional
can assist the County in numerous ways beyond compliance with County codes, including but not
limited to purchases such as those made through the Rural and Critical Lands Program, real estate
sales/purchases for the Facilities Department and elected officials, negotiating and drafting leases,
managing property management logistics/work orders and more.

Third, there is no available disciplinary action to be taken against the former Interim
County Administrator for failing to follow County procedures. as he is no longer employed by
Beaufort County.

Fourth, the appraisal is attached as Exhibit C. The appraisal values the property at $35,000
and demonstrates that “'the price paid is fair and reasonable.”

CONCLUSION

The property is owned by the County. The controversy surrounding the property has two
elements. First, the unauthorized purchase by the former Interim County Administrator. The
County should provide a staff position for a licensed real estate professional that can assist all
departments with their real estate purchases and property management needs. There is no available
disciplinary action available against the former Interim County Administrator because he is no
longer employed by the County. The price paid for the property is fair and rcasonable as
demonstrated by the independent appraisal.

The second element is the apparent resistance from the Battery Creek neighborhood to a
DSN home at 1 Bostick Circle. County Council should make a decision to either sell the property
or move forward with construction of the DSN home. County Council should be cautioned against
selling the property because of the perception of discrimination and probable violation of Federal
Jlaws that will most certainly be attached to such an action. Staff’s recommendation is to move
forward with the proposed DSN home, which we are confident will stand as another exemplary
property serving DSN consumers.

[FS]
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----- Forwarded Message -----

From: Weaver, John <jweaver@bcgov.net>

To: maremailmmm @ yahoo.com <maremailmmm @yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 27, 2019, 4:51:31 PM EDT

Subject: FW: FOIA 2019-000385

My apology, | intended the Md. to be Ms.

From: Weaver, John

Sent: Wednesday, March 27, 2019 4:50 PM

To: 'maremailmmm@yahoo.com' <maremailmmm@yahoo.com>
Subject: FW: FOIA 2019-000385

Md. Baracco - As you may/may not know, Beaufort County perhaps has the most sophisticated FOIA
system of any county or municipality in South Carolina, including both manpower and electronic
capabilities. | have complete confidence in that department and in the management oversight
provided by Ms. Spells. | provide you with a response as to your inquiry of last Monday and find it to
be satisfactory. Certainly you are free to contact Council with your concern, which you have done;
although | tell you that neither Council nor county staff nor | have any significant impact on what can
and cannot be done with FOIA inasmuch as the requirements are dictated by South Carolina
statutory law. John Weaver

From: Spells, Monica <mspells @ bcgov.net>
Sent: Monday, March 25, 2019 11:10 PM
To: Weaver, John <jweaver@bcgov.net>
Subject: FOIA 2019-000385

Sir,
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From: Howard, Alice G. <ahoward@bcgov.net>

Sent: Thursday, March 12, 2015 2:15 PM
To: Van Willis

Subject: FW: island packet letters
Attachments: barrocco island packet ltrs 03.2015.pdf
Van

You might find this interesting just for your intel.

Thank you

Alice

Alice G. Howard

Beaufort County Council ,

District 4 - Beaufort/Town of Port Royal/Shell Point/Parris Island
Vice Chairman-Natural Resources Committee

Email: ahoward @ bcgov.net
Office Phone: (843) 255-2202

From: Kubic, Gary

Sent: Thursday, March 12, 2015 9:01 AM
To: #COUNCIL

Cc: Gruber, Joshua; Coppage, Allison
Subject: island packet letters

A few days ago, I received this information which I believe was intended for members of council. It is a series
of five published letters by the Island Packet authored by Mare Deckard (Baracco).

gkubic

GARY KUBIC

Beaufort County Administrator
South Carolina

begov.net

843-255-2026 (Office)
843-812-7605 {Mobile)
843-255-9403 (Fax)
gkubic@bcgov.net
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From: William B. Harvey lll <bharvey@harveyandbattey.com>

Sent: Wednesday, June 11,2014 10:59 AM
To: Coppage, Allison
Subject: RE: Mare Barraco FOIA Request

Hi Allison. 1 don’t see anything in this letter directed to the City of Beaufort that would require
response. Please correctifiam mistaken. Sounds like a mess, and 1 don’t care to volunteer
involvement LOL.

Wittan B, farveg,

HARVEY & BATTEY, PA

1001 Craven Street

Post Office Drawer 1107
Beaufort, South Carolina 29901
843-524-3109

843-524-6973 fax

Confidentiality Notice: This message is intended exclusively for the individual or entity to which itis addressed. This communication may contain
information that is proprietary, privileged, confidential or otherwise legally exempt from disclosure. If you are not the named addressee, you are not
authorized to read, print, retain, copy or disseminate this message or any part of it, If you have received this message in error, please notify the sender
immediately either by phone (843-524-3109) or reply to this e-mail and delete all copies of this message.

CIRCULAR 230 DISCLOSURE: TO ENSURE COMPLIANCE WITH REQUIREMENTS IMPOSED BY THE IRS, WE INFORM YOU THAT ANY U.S. FEDERAL
TAX ADVICE CONTAINED IN THIS COMMUNICATION (INCLUDING ANY ATTACHMENTS) IS NOT INTENDED OR WRITTEN TO BE USED, AND CANNOT
BE USED, FOR THE PURPOSE OF (}) AVOIDING PENALTIES UNDER THE INTERNAL REVENUE CODE OR (ll) PROMOTING, MARKETING OR
RECOMMENDING TO ANOTHER PARTY ANY TRANSACTION OR MATTER ADDRESSED HEREIN. THIS ADVICE MAY NOT BE FORWARDED (OTHER
THAN WITHIN THE TAXPAYER TO WHICH IT HAS BEEN SENT) WITHOUT OUR EXPRESS WRITTEN CONSENT.

From: Coppage, Allison [mailto:acoppage@bcgov.net]
Sent: Wednesday, June 11, 2014 8:34 AM

To: mlohr@hghpa.com; William B. Harvey IIL; tfinger@fingerlaw.com
Subject: Mare Barraco FOIA Request

Dear all—

| hope this finds you doing well. 1 am writing in reference to the attached FO!A request from Mare Barraco. itis my
understanding that each of your respective municipalities has received a similar request. We currently have our PIO
looking at what is readily available online and what will take staff time & resources to gather. Based on the extensive
nature of the request we are considering requiring a 50% deposit before processing the entire response. What | would
like to know is whether the municipalities may be thinking about taking a similar approach. The County would like to
respond similarly to the other parties so that there can be no issues later on about us not providing an adequate
response.

For anyone that is not familiar with this matter or the requester feel free call me or send questions my direction. We
have been in litigation with Ms. Barraco regarding the dangerous dog determination for a couple years and currently the
matter is pending before the court of appeals.

Again, | appreciate your time and if | can be of any assistance please do not hesitate to contact me.

Allison C.Coppage

Assistant County Attorney
Beautfort County Legal Department
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From: Coppage, Allison <acoppage @bcgov.net>

Sent: Monday, June 23, 2014 8:40 AM

To: William B. Harvey Il

Cc: Scott Dadson (sdadson @cityofbeaufort.org); lvette Burgess (iburgess @cityofbeaufort.org);
Kathy Todd

Subject: RE: Mare Barraco FOIA Request

We have contacted each of our department heads and the employees that would have the information requested in this
request. | am currently finalizing our response. We are directing her to online resources where we can, but because of
the number of emails, staff time and resources etc involved the request could run close to $35,000 according to our PiO.

| will be happy to share our response ance finalized, but | wanted to give you an update.’

Allison C. Coppage

Assistant County Attorney
Beaufort County Legal Department

From: William B. Harvey III [mailto:bharvey@harveyandbattey.com]

Sent: Wednesday, June 11, 2014 3:42 PM

To: Coppage, Allison

Cc: Scott Dadson (sdadson@cityofbeaufort.org); Ivette Burgess (iburgess@cityofbeaufort.org); Kathy Todd
Subject: RE: Mare Barraco FOIA Request

You are correct. The city manager sent me the letter directed to the City. Generally, we charge $35
per hour for staff research time. | have no idea how much staff time it would take to compile the
information requested, but we generally estimate the amount and ask for an advance check before
responding to a request like this. Let me know how the County is proceeding.

Witk B, Horvey, (1

HARVEY & BATTEY, PA

1001 Craven Street

Post Office Drawer 1107
Beaufort, South Carolina 29901
843-524-3108

843-524-6973 fax

Confidentiality Notice: This message is intended exclusively for the individual or entity to which it is addressed. This communication may contain
information that is proprietary, privileged, confidential or otherwise legaily exempt from disclosure. If you are not the named addressee, you are not
authorized to read, print, retain, copy or disseminate this message or any part of it. If you have received this message in error, please notify the sender
immediately either by phone (843-524-3109) or reply to this e-mail and delete all copies of this message.

CIRCULAR 230 DISCLOSURE: TO ENSURE COMPLIANCE WITH REQUIREMENTS IMPOSED BY THE IRS, WE INFORM YOU THAT ANY U.S. FEDERAL
TAX ADVICE CONTAINED IN THIS COMMUNICATION { INCLUDING ANY ATTACHMENTS) IS NOT INTENDED OR WRITTEN TO BE USED, AND CANNOT
BE USED, FOR THE PURPOSE OF (1) AVOIDING PENALTIES UNDER THE INTERNAL REVENUE CODE OR (Il PROMOTING, MARKETING OR
RECOMMENDING TO ANOTHER PARTY ANY TRANSACTION OR MATTER ADDRESSED HEREIN. THIS ADVICE MAY NOT BE FORWARDED (OTHER
THAN WITHIN THE TAXPAYER TO WHICH IT HAS BEEN SENT) WITHOUT OUR EXPRESS WRITTEN CONSENT.

From: Coppage, Allison [mailto:acoppage@begov.net]
Sent: Wednesday, June 11, 2014 1:11 PM
To: William B. Harvey III

—__ Subject: RE: Mare Barraco FOIA Request

[ deﬁni‘.cely understand not wanting to get involved as dealing with this has been about as much fun as cnasing vie >
own tail. However, it does look like you all may be requested to respond. The attached letter was included in our packet

which consisted multiple copies of the same request we got to every municipality and surrounding County. (she makes
the same request of everyone in the cc).

Let me know if you have any questions.
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I Wil keep you ( and the others copled) apprised OF the SITUation Irom our perspecuve.
Thanks

Anthony W. Barrett

Town of Bluffton

Town Manager

843.706.4500

abarrett @townofbluffton.com

bluffton

HMLART QF TIHE LOWCOLNTRY

This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and Intended solely
for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you have
received this emall in error please notify the originator of the message.

Any views expressed in this message are those of the Individual sender.

From: Barrett, Anthony
Sent: Tuesday, June 10, 2014 4:35 PM
To: Terry Finger (tinger@fingerlaw.com)

Cc: Reynolds, Joey (jreynolds@townofbluffton.com); Joe Manning (jmanning@townofbluffton.com)
Subject: FW: FOIA Request from Mare Baracco

Chief: This is the FOIA request | was speaking of. Anyone we may have arrested?

Anthony W. Barrett

Town of Bluffton

Town Manager

843.706.4500
abarrett@townofbluffton.com

bluffton

HEART QF THE LOWCDUNTRY

This emall and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely
for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you have
received this email in error please notify the originator of the message.

Any views expressed in this message are those of the Individual sender,

From: Barrett, Anthony
Sent: Tuesday, June 10, 2014 3:27 PM

To: Terry Finger (tfinger@fingeriaw.com)
Cc: Mayor & Coundl; morlando@townofbluffton.com; Chapman, Kim; Lunceford, Sandra
Subject: FOIA Request from Mare Baracco

FOR YOUR INFORMATION AND REVIEW: Mayor and Council Members: Today we received in a US Priority Mail envelope

a FOIA request that is certainly a fishing expedition. Fishing for what | do not know but it so broad. And look at who was
copied on the last page.

Terry will review and let us all know what steps will need to be taken about this matter.

Anthony W. Barrett
Town of Bluffton
Town Manager
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From: Caporale, Rick <rcaporale@bcgov.net>

Sent: Sunday, March 29, 2016 7:08 PM

To: Tom Davis

Subject: RE: Dangerous Animal Notice

Tom:

| wanted to add a reminder that no official has fought harder than | have to save animal lives in Beaufort County. When
we were killing 6,000 of them a year at our "shelter,” it wasn't an issue on anyone's radar -- except mine.

Although the persecution of the Baracco-Deckard family has been characterized and defended as a matter of public
safety, there does not appear to be any logical or legal reason to perpetuate or prolong the current abuse of power.

In any event, | continue to seek some opinion or insight from you as to the merits or the issues in this matter. Thanks.
RC

Rick Caporale

District 8

Beaufort County Councll
Cell: (843) 683-1771

From: Caporale, Rick

Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2015 9:21 PM
To: Tom Davis
Subject: Dangerous Animal Notice

http://www.scstatehouse.gov/code/t47¢003.ph
Tom:

| have a problem. | am trying to track down the state statute to justify what County has perpetrated agalnst two
otherwise decent citizens of the Town of Port Royal. My take is these folks are not especially popular and, perhaps, don't
have the connections to ensure their rights are not being trampled by an over-zealous County government.

What | am belng told (by Josh Gruber) is that the "simple fact that thelr dog killed another dog" justifies the "Dangerous
Animal Notice" with which they were served by Beaufort County. it has caused them no end of trouble, expense and
aggravation. My honest take on this Is that their adversaries are using bogus legal strategies to harass and intimidate
them.

All | would ask is that you would review the statute | have attached. | cannot find anything in it that would justify
Gruber's interpretations or the strictures that have been placed on the defendants via the magistrate's courts. | am also
attaching a FOIA'd document that, from my perspective, further supports my contention that this whole scenario smells
like a put-up job. Somebody called somebody.

in my judgment, this is exactly the kind of over-reaching, oppressive government behavior that you have always railed
against. Thanks.

Rick
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RE: Information Request

3/27/2019
RE: Information Request
Covert, Michael
g:-c Ww% March 27, ﬁ%&é"“ M (_/
!n;porbnw:lﬂ;m ! ! pﬂj
)

Thank you John for reaching back out to me.

I must say, that this is the first set of FOIA charges I have EVER seen that were this magnanimous. It begs the question—

"How is, or are, the general ordinary "John and Jane Doe" supposed to be able to afford to ask fi j

! . or and receive FOIA
information? Under these constraints, 1 think it suffices to say not-that-many. If as a government body of the people, we are to
be able or responsible to provide equitable and fair information for the have's and the have not's, I would respectfullgf request
we look into the charging system we have in place, to ensure we aren't discriminating against any "body" of people based upon

their financial ability or lack thereof.
Thank you again John....
Michacl E Covert

Beaufort County Councilman
District 7

From: Weaver, John
Sent: Wednesday, March 27, 2019 2:18 PM
To: Covert, Michael : ) . D)
Subject: Information Request NS ,i"\\ - Qﬂi@d‘ A
Mikc — basced on your inquiry, | have rescarched the issue and provide you with the following responses. JOHN
at appears to be the same thing

1. In the attachments, and the email itself, there are several differing FOIA “fees” laid out here for wh
(IT) and those fees seem to be rather excessive. It is my understanding that we are to charge the “lowest hourly rate that applies to

preparing FOIA documents™— correct?
ontrols over all of our information technology systems,

As part of recommendations from SLED to tighten all ¢
the County has restricted the email search permission to

especially those that tie to criminal justice information,
only the IT Director and another senior manager in that department. A previous staff member no longer employed

with the County previously searched emails at an hourly rate of $25. Staff did not update this information on their

end. I have handled that botch from a managerial standpoint. The current hourly rate of the I'T Director is $49.07
other manager is $30.74. Thc primary email searcher is the senior manager and the IT

and the hourly rate of the
lability coupled with FOIA responsc deadlines determines who

Director is the secondary email searcher. Their avai
conducts the search.

If requested emails involve elected and appointed officials, historically, the Legal Department/County Attorney
reviews these emails prior to release to ensure that privileged information is not releascd inadvertently.

Staff currently uses an estimated minimum time of one minute per email for the County Attorney to review these
cmails. The current hourly rate of the County Attorney is $72.

2. In one set of documents, the redaction seems to be the totality of the emails and | am not understanding the “why's” of this. The
sender of the email references there being third party and non-governmental emails which— | tend to agree— should not be

redactable under FOIA regulations.

The Legal Department/County Attorney determines redactions and will have to address this question. My
understanding is that some elected officials use a combination of personal email accounts and an account provide
by Beaufort County in the course of conducting business with other individuals using Beaufort County accounts.

ltps://owa.begov.net/owal?ae=ltemét=IPM .Note&id=RgAAAABhPegXc2ChT660Zxnq5U B%2bBWCGFselCcUBTKuvZfQmSYmAAAAZFUDAACGFsel..

Scanned by CamScanner
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From: McElynn, Lawrence P. <Imcelynn@bcgov.net>
Sent: Wednesday, March 18, 2015 10:00 AM

To: Sproatt, Rod

Subiject: RE: Hearing

For sure

Regards,

Lawrence P McElynn

Chief Judge

The Summary Court of South Carolina
Beaufort County

Sent from my Verizon Wireless 4G LTE smanphone

-------- Original message --------

From: "Sproatt, Rod"

Date:03/18/2015 9:45 AM (GMT-05:00)
To: "McElynn, Lawrence P."

Subject: RE: Hearing

“RC” should check the credibility of his source.

From: McElynn, Lawrence P.

Sent: Wednesday, March 18, 2015 8:57 AM
To: Sproatt, Rod

Subject: Fwd: Hearing

Regards,

Lawrence P McElynn

Chief Judge

The Summary Court of South Carolina
Beaufort County

Sent from my Verizon Wireless 4G LTE smariphone

-------- Original message --------

From: "Caporale, Rick"

Date:(03/17/2015 9:23 PM (GMT-05:00)

To: Mare Baracco Deckard ,"Sommerville, Paul"

Cc: "McBride, William" ,"Dawson, Gerald" ,"Fobes, Steve" ,"Bensch, Cynthia" ,"Stewart H. Rodman" ,"Vaux,
Tabor" ,"Howard, Alice G." ,"Stewart, Jerry" ,"Rodman, Stewart" ,Skip Hoagland ,Ashley Landess ,Lisa
Kindwall ,Cris Steele ,"Brittany L. Shane" ,Mark Lett ,apcolumbia@ap.org, Weston Newton ,Kristina Wetzel
,"Flewelling, Brian" ,"Gruber, Joshua" ,"Coppage, Allison" ,"Mary B. Lohr" ,"Kubic, Gary" ,"McElynn,
Lawrence P." '

Subject: RE: Hearing

0440
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Ms. Baracco:

What you may be seeing are two of the faces of government; in this case, one wearing the look
of indifference and the other the mask of law.

RC

Rick Caporale

District 8

Beaufort County Council
Cell: (843) 683-1771

From: Mare Baracco Deckard [maremailmmm@yahoo.com]

Sent: Tuesday, March 17, 2015 2:53 AM

To: Sommerville, Paul

Cc: McBride, William; Dawson, Gerald; Fobes, Steve; Caporale, Rick; Bensch, Cynthia; Stewart H. Rodman; Vaux, Tabor;

Howard, Alice G.; Stewart, Jerry; Rodman, Stewart; Skip Hoagland; Ashley Landess; Lisa Kindwall; Cris Steele; Brittany L.

Shane; Mark Lett; apcolumbia@ap.org; Weston Newton; Kristina Wetzel; Flewelling, Brian; Gruber, Joshua; Coppage,
Allison; Mary B. Lohr; Kubic, Gary
Subject: Hearing

Dear Chairman Sommerville,

We arrived home to more "doorknockers" and documents in the mail, relative to yet
another hearing your county attorney scheduled.

As you may recall, I appeared before Council this past Monday May 9, and spoke
briefly. I also asked a single question, and that was "Please provide proof this "Notice"
is legitimate and that it was promulgated through the legal process".

To date, I have not received any documentation to substantiate the legality of this
"Notice", which we contested, for the very same reasons, on July 9, 2012.

Before the County commits one more penny to what will be the ninth hearing on this
matter, it would be prudent to substantiate this extremely questionable document. It's
a more than reasonable request. Mare Baracco

0441
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CountyFOIA#3__ 000033

Date : 3/11/2016 5:18:32 PM
From: "Keaveny, Thomas"
To : "Jim Hicks" , "Paul Sommerville” , "Rembold, Jon" , "'Gruber, Joshua"

Thomas J. IKeaveny Il
Beaufort County Attorney
P. O. Drawer [228
Beaufort, SC 29901-1228
Tel: (843) 255-2025

Fax: (843) 255-9414

Fronx: Jim Hicks [mailto:jbhicks@hargray.com]

Sent: Friday, March 11, 2016 11:59 AM

To: Paul Sommerville; Rembold, Jon; Keaveny, Thomas; Gruber, Joshua
Subject: LIBPA Article Regarding Tree Cutting @ Airport

To All,

As discussed at the Wednesday meeting the attached draft of an article setting forth a public explanation of the tree cutting project
presently being planned, along with a bit of history, is provided for your review and comment to ensure | am not passing erroneous
information. | fully understand that | did not get into a great deal of detail regarding the exact wording of the law but after reading it a
couple of times can understand how a bit of confusion could arise with the average layman (non lawyer).

| would like to have your comments/recommendations not later than March 21 to allow me to meet a publishing deadline for the Lady's
Island Business and Professional Association newsletter and submission to the Island News.

Thanks,

Jim

CountyFOIA#3__ 000033
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CountyFOIA#3__ 000036

Date : 3/11/2016 6:00:39 PM

From : "Rembold, Jon"
To : "Keaveny, Thomas" , ""Jim Hicks" , "'Paul Sommerville" , "'Gruber, Joshua"

From: Keaveny, Thomas
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2016 12:19 PM
To: Jim Hicks; Paul Sommerville; Rembeld, Jon; Gruber, Joshua

Thomas J. Keaveny II
Beaufort County Attorney
P. O. Drawer 1228
Beaufort, SC 29901-1228
Tel: (843) 255-2025

Fax: (843) 255-9414

Frome Jim Hicks [mallto:jbhicks@hararay.com]

Sent: Friday, March 11, 2016 11:59 AM

To: Paul Sommerville; Rembald, Jon; Keaveny, Thomas; Gruber, Joshua
Subject: LIBPA Article Regarding Tree Cutting @ Airport

To All,

As discussed at the Wednesday meeting the attached draft of an article setting forth a public explanation of the tree cutting project
presently being planned, along with a bit of history, is provided for your review and comment to ensure | am not passing erroneous
infarmation. | fully understand that | did not get into a great deal of detall regarding the exact wording of the law but after reading ita
couple of times can understand how a bit of confusion could arise with the average layman (non lawyer).

| would like to have your comments/recommendations not later than March 21 to allow me to meet a publishing deadline for the Lady's
|sland Business and Professional Association newsletter and submission to the Island News,

Thanks,

lim

CountyFOIA#3__ 000036
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Date : 7/1/2018 5:56:49 PM
From: "Keaveny, Thomas"
To : "Sommerville, Paul" , "Sonmmerville, Paul"

Thomas J. Keaveny I1
Beaufort County Attorney
P. O. Drawer 1228
Beaufort, SC 29901-1228
Tel: (843) 255-2025

Fax: (843) 255-9414

Frome beattorneykon@bcgov.net [mailto: beattorneykon@begov.net]
Sent: Sunday, July 1, 2018 3:00 PM
To: Keaveny, Thomas
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Work History — cont’d

1973 to 1979

CountyFOIA#3__ 000079

Quaker Sales Corporation

Lead Worker & Equipment Operator

Data Summary:

Candidate:

Organization:

Position:

Budget:

Total Number of Employees:

Current Salary:
Expected Salary:

Reporting Relationship:

Years of Experience:

Albert M. Penksa

Adams County,
Pennsylvania

County Manager
$71 million

535

$96,600

$180,000

Reports to the County
Commission

36

Professional Affiliations:

o International City/County Management Association
e Government Finance Officers Association

o Pennsylvania Economic Development Association
o Association of Government Accountants
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Date : 7/3/2018 12:38:56 PM
From: "Keaveny, Thomas"
To : "Sommerville, Paul" , "Sommerville, Paul"

Cc : "Gregory, Sumnne"

Thomas J. Keaveny 11
Beaufort County Attorney
P. O. Drawer 1228
Beaufort, SC 29901-1228
Tel: (843) 255-2025

Fax: (843) 255-9414

Frome Gregnr.y, Suzanne
Sent: Tuesday, July 3, 2018 8:07 AM
To: Keaveny, Thomas
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Date : 7/6/2018 9:32:59 PM
From : "Keaveny, Thomas"'
To : "Sommerville, Paul" , " Sommerville, Paul"

Thomas J. Keaveny Il
Beaufort County Altorney
P. O. Drawer 1228
Beaufort, SC 29901-1228
Tel: (843) 255-2025

Fax: (843) 255-9414
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Date : 7/9/2018 1:20:41 AM
From : "'Keaveny, Thomas"'
To : "Sommmerville, Paul" , "psonmerville@hargray.com”
Cc ;: "Rainey, Sue" , "Gregory, Suzanne"

From: Sarah McKee <smckee(@govhiusa.com>
Date: July 8, 2018 at 837:57 PM EDT

To: "Keaveny, Thonas" <tkeavenv@hegov.net=
Subject: FW: Release Form

See attached.

GovHR USA

630 Dundee Road, Suite 130
Northbrook, IL 60062

Direct Line: 847-867-5151

Main Line: 847-380-3240

Fax: B66-401-3100

Email: smckee@povHRuUsa.com
www,GoyHRUsa.com

From: alanmours@bellsouth.net
Sent: Sunday, July 8, 2018 5:45 P
To: Sarah M. McKee

Ce: Marshall Ours

Subject: Release Form

Sarah,

Good evening. Please find attached release form for Beaufort County,

Thanks
Alan

Sent from my iPhone

sending scanned document

phole

Fm 1A

Getyour own Pernpllslpnature

---------- Forwarded message ----—------

From: <eprintcenter@hp.com>
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Date : 7/10/2018 2:33:49 PM
From : "Keaveny, Thomas"
To : "Sommerville, Paul'" , "Sonmnerville, Paul"”

Thomas ), Keaveny Il
Beaufart County Attorney
P. O. Drawer 1228
Beaufort, SC 29901-1228
Tel: (843) 255-2025

Fax: (843) 255-5414

From: Sarah McKee [mailto:smckee@govhrusa.com]
Sent: Tuesday, July 10, 2018 9:47 AM

To: Keaveny, Thomas

Cc: Rainey, Sue

From: Keaveny, Thomas
Sent: Tuesday, July 10, 2018 8:38 AM

To: Sarah McKee

Ce: Rainey, Sue

CountyFOIA#3_ 000141
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Frome Sarah McKee [mailto:smckee@govhrusa.com]
Sent: Monday, July 9, 2018 12:54 PM
To: Keaveny, Thomas

From: Keaveny, Thomas

Sent: Monday, July 9, 2018 12:44 PM
To: Bills12342@Yahoo.com

Ce: Sarah McKee; Gregory, Suzanne
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Date : 7/16/2018 10:00:14 PM

From : "Keaveny, Thomas"

To : "PSOMMERVILLE" , ""Stu Rodman"
Cc : "Stewart, Jerry"

Tom

Thoms J. Keaveny, 11
Beaufort County Attomey
P.O. Diz 1228
Beaufort, SC2

Tele: (843) 25

—Original Message—
From: PSOMMERVIL noerville@hargmy.com)
sent: Monday, Tuly 16, 514PM

Keaveny, Thomas; Stu Rodiman

Stewar, lerry

m
Thomms J, Keaveny, 11
= Beaufort County Attomey
=P, O. Dmwer 1228
Beaufort, SC 29901-1228
> Tele: (843) 255-2025

> Sent: Monday, July 018 7:36 AM
raveny, Thom
ommerville, Paul; Stewart, Jerry
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From: Keaveny, Thomas <tkeaveny@bcgov.net>
Sent: Monday, July 16, 2018 5:57 PM
To: Vaux, Tabor; Sommerville, Paul

Keaveny, Thomas

Tom

Thomas J. Keaveny, |l
Beaufort County Attorney
P. 0. Drawer 1228
Beaufort, 5C 29901-1228
Tele: (843) 255-2025

From: Vaux, Tabor
Sent: Tuesday, July 10, 2018 12:24 PM
To: Keaveny, Thomas; Sommerville, Paul

From: "Keaveny, Thomas" <tkeaveny@bcgov.net>
Date: Tuesday, July 10, 2018 at 12:14 PM
To: "psommerville@bcgov.net" <psommerville@bcgov.net>, "tvaux@bcgov.net” <tvaux@bcgov.net>

CountyFOIA#3__ 000146
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Tom

Thomas 1. KKeaveny, Il
Beaufort County Attorney
P. 0. Drawer 1228
Beaufort, SC29901-1228
Tele: (843) 255-2025

From: Sommerville, Paul
Sent: Tuesday, July 10, 2018 12:11 PM
To: Keaveny, Thomas

From: "Vaux, Tabor" <tvaux@bcgov.net>
Date: July 10, 2018 at 12:09:03 PM EDT
To: "Sommerville, Paul" <psommerville@bcgov.net>, "Covert, Michael" <mcovert@bcgov.net>

From. '‘nsommerville@bcgov.net" <psommerville@bcgov.net>
Date: Tuesday, July 10, 2018 at 12:05 PM

To: "Covert, Michael" <mcovert@bcgov.net>

Cc: "tvaux@bcgov.net" <tvaux@bcgov.net>

From: Covert, Michael
Sent: Tuesday, July 10, 2018 11:59 AM
To: Vaux, Tabor; Keaveny, Thomas; Sommerville, Paul; Stewart, Jerry; Caporale, Rick; Dawson, Gerald;
Flewelling, Brian; Fobes, Steve; Glover, York; Howard, Alice G.; Rodman, Stewart
CountyFOIA#3__ 000147
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Cc; Rainey, Sue CountyFOIA#3__ 000148

From: Vaux, Tabor

Sent: Tuesday, July 10, 2018 11:32 AM

To: Keaveny, Thomas; Sommerville, Paul; Stewart, Jerry; Caporale, Rick; Covert, Michael; Dawson, Gerald;
Flewelling, Brian; Fobes, Steve; Glover, York; Howard, Alice G.; Rodman, Stewart

Cc: Rainey, Sue

From: "Keaveny, Thomas" <tkeaveny@bcgov.net>
Date: Tuesday, July 10, 2018 at 10:29 AM

To: "psommerville@bcgov.net" <psommerville@hcgov.net>, "jstewart@bcgov.net"
<jstewart@bcgov.net>, "rcaporale@bcgov.net" <rcaporale@bcgov.net>, "Covert, Michael"
<mcovert@bcgov.net>, "gdawson@bcgov.net" <gdawson@bcgov.net>, "brianf@bcgov.net"
<brianf@bcgov.net>, "sfobes@hbcgov.net" <sfobes@bcgov.net>, "Glover, York" <yglover@bcgov.net>,
"Howard, Alice G." <ahoward@bcgov.net>, "srodman@bcgov.net" <srodman@bcgov.net>,
"tvaux@bcgov.net" <tvaux@bcgov.net>

Cc: "suer@bcgov.net" <suer@bcgov.net>

Thomas J. Keaveny |l
Beaufort County Attorney CountyFOIA#3__000148
3




C tyFOIA#3 000149
P. O. Drawer 1228 ounty —

Beaufort, SC 29901-1228
Tel: (843) 255-2025
Fax: (843) 255-9414

From: Sarah McKee [mailto:smckee@govhrusa.com]
Sent: Tuesday, July 10, 2018 9:51 AM
To: Keaveny, Thomas; Rainey, Sue

CountyFOIA#3__ 000149
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Date : 7/16/2018 10:09:34 PM

From: "Keaveny, Thomas"

To : "PSOMMERVILLE" , ""Stu Rodman"
Cc : "Stewart, Jerry" , "'Vaux, Tabor"

Tom

Thomas J. Keaveny, II
Beaufort County Attomey
P. O. Drawer 1228
Beaufort, SC 29901-1228
Tele: (843) 255-2025

—Original Message-—

From: Keaveny, Thomas

Sent: Monday, July 16, 2018 6:00 PM
To: 'PSOMMERVILLE; Stu Rodman
Cc: Stewart, Jerry

Tom

Thomas J. Keaveny, II
Beaufort County Attomey
P. O. Drawer 1228
Beaufort, SC29901-1228
Tele: (843) 255-2025

—Original Message-—

From: PSOMMERVILLE [mailto:psommerville@hargray.com]
Sent: Monday, July 16, 2018 5:14 PM

To: Keaveny, Thomas; Stu Rodman

Cc: Stewart, Jerry

On Mon, 16 Jul 2018 16:11:38 +H0000
"Keaveny, Thomas" <tkeaveny@bcgov.net> wrote:

>Tom

>Thomas J. Keaveny, Il

> Beaufort County Attomey

>P. O. Drawer 1228

> Beaufort, SC 29901-1228

> Tele: (843) 255-2025

>

> [cid:image003.png@01D41CFE.25B81940]
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> Sent: Monday, July 16, 2018 7:36 AM
>To: Keaveny, Thomas
> Cc: Sommerville, Paul; Stewart, Jerry
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Linda Edwards <lpedwards@gsblaw.net>
Monday, July 16, 2018 12:21 PM

Keaveny, Thomas
Kathy McGrath

From: Keaveny, Thomas <tkeaveny@bcgov.net>
Sent: Monday, July 16, 2018 11:53 AM
To: Linda Edwards <lpedwards@gsblaw.net>

CountyFOIA#3_ 000152
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From: Covert, Michael
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2018 10:44 AM
To: Keaveny, Thomas

CountyFOIA#3_ 000153
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From: Covert, Michael
Sent: Tuesday, July 10, 2018 7:37 PM
To: Keaveny, Thomas; Sommerville, Paul

CountyFOIA#3_ 000154
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Date : 8/29/2018 3:16:57 AM
From: "PSOMMERVILLE"
To : tkeaveny@bcgov.net

Cec : psommerville@bcgov.net
Subject : Draft Letter to Council
Attachment : Council.docx;

Please edit as you sece fit and feel fice to seek mput fromany of your stafl
members, Thanks. Paul

CountyFOIA#3__ 000155
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At our Council meeting on Monday | fully intended to remind all of us about a critical issue, but due to
our heavy agenda, | was overtaken by other matters and failed to do so. Because of the type of
government we have, our only employee, aside from our clerk, is the county administrator. This means
that we are prohibited from directing staff. | understand that as a practical matter, there may be times
where, in the interest of time, it is appropriate/acceptable to ask a staff member a simple question that
can be answered immediately and that does not require research. Unfortunately, some of us are tasking
staff with projects and questions that require research and considerable staff time. As a result, we have
staff members who are overwhelmed with requests from individual council members and are unable to
perform their normal responsibilities. Obviously, we cannot expect staff members to have 12 bosses. All
of us need to be considerate of staff and follow our protocols which require that any task or question
that is complex or requires research be initiated at a committee meeting. The committee can then
charge the county administrator with bringing all of the appropriate information back to the committee
where it can be shared and discussed with all committee members. This is consistent with FOIA laws.
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overnight. Symmetry has improved with hints of an eye and cloud tops have cooled to -80
degrees C. Florence will begin to track over abnormally warm sea surface temperatures and
deep heat content during the next 36-48 hours. The official NHC forecast calls for Florence to
become a 145 mph hurricane by Wednesday night, 270 miles ESE of Myrtle Beach.

The forecast reasoning remains the same with Florence steered westward by a persistent ridge
to the north for the next 5-7 days. Models, consensus and deterministic have shifted the track
solutions southwards. This a rare storm where the intensity forecast has been consistent out to
five days with a murkier track forecast for the same period. A NOAA WP-3 is scheduled to
intercept Florence this morning and data from that flight may help tighten up the 5-day track
forecast.

TD 9 tracks west into the Caribbean in 8-9 days. TS Helene recurves over the central Atlantic as

a strong hurricane.
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Date ; 10/26/2016 3:31:17 PM
From: "Keaveny, Thormas"

To : "Sommerville, Paul" , "''Paul Sommerville"'
Cc : "Kubic, Gary" , "Gruber, Joshua'

Thomas J. Keaveny 11
Beaufort County Attorney
P. O, Drawer 1228
Beaufort, SC 29901-1228
Tel: (843) 255-2025

Fax: (843) 255-9414

Frame Keaveny, Thomas
Sent: Tuesday, October 25, 2016 2:54 PM
To: "Ryan, Elizabeth'

Thomas J. Keaveny I
Beaufort County Attormey
P. O. Drawer 1228
Beaufort, SC 29901-1228
Tel: (843) 255-2025

Fax: (843) 255-9414
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From: Keaveny, Thomas

Sent: Tuesday, October 25, 2016 2:50 PM

To: 'Ryan, Elizabeth'

Subject: Beaufort County Ordinance and Proclamation

Thomas J. Keaveny 11
Beaufort County Attorney
P. O. Drawer 1228
Beaufort, SC 29901-1228
Tel: (843) 255-2025

Fax: (843) 255-9414

From: Ryan, Elizabeth [mailto;eryan@®emd.sc.qov]
Sent: Tuesday, October 25, 2016 1:36 PM
To: Keaveny, Thomas

Thomas J. Keaveny 1l
Beaufort County Attorney
P. O. Drawer 1228
Beaufort, SC 29901-1228
Tel: (843) 255-2025

CountyFOIA#3_ 000176
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Fax: (843) 255-9414

Rl

o

[

NN e

From: Ryan, Elizabeth [mailto:eryan@emd.sc.gov]
Sent: Sunday, October 23, 2016 12:43 PM

To: Taylor, Matthew; Keaveny, Thomas; richard.krikava@fema.dhs.gov
Subject: Re: Conference Call tomorrow...

Matthew,

Thanks for the invitation. I will be happy to be on the call and may ask a few of the state Public Assistance teamto join me as well. 10:00 works
great for us if that works for you all

Thanks,

Elizabeth

Get Outlook for iOS

On Sun, Oct 23, 2016 at 12:33 PM -0400, "Taylor, Matthew" <Matthew. Taylor@mnail house.gov> wrote:

Richard, Elizabeth & Tom:

Ispoke with each of you individually on Friday about facilitating a conference call Monday (tomomow) moming between the appropriate contacts for Beaufort
County, SCEMD, and FEMA. I know I have contributed a lot of confusion over the course of the last week with regards to the waiver request for debris removal on

private property and the purpose of the call tomorrow would simply be to make sure that we are all on the same page moving forward.

Additionally, I would like to make sure our office is doing all we can to help Beaufort County's application for FEMA assistance move along as smoothly and quickly
as possible.

1 think the three ofus should most certainly be on the call but I would also ask your suggestions on who else should join as well... Please let me know by replying all
to this message and perhaps Richard can help us with a conference call in number.

Also, please advise what time works best...I suggest something between 10-11 AM tomorrow.

Thanks, matthew*****

CountyFOIA#3__ 000177
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From: Keaveny, Thomas <tkeaveny@bcgov.net>
Sent: Tuesday, October 25, 2016 2:50 PM
'Ryan, Elizabeth'

Thomas J. Keaveny 11
Beaufort County Attorney
P. O. Drawer 1228
Beaufort, SC 29901-1228
Tel: (843) 255-2025

Fax: (843) 255-9414

From: Ryan, Elizabeth [mailto:eryan@emd.sc.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, October 25, 2016 1:36 PM

To: Keaveny, Thomas

Subject: RE: Conference Call tomorrow...

Thanks! And feel free to send the documentation you have whenever you are ready!

Thanks,
Elizabeth

Elizabeth Ryan
803-201-3739

From: Keaveny, Thomas [mailto:tkeaveny@hcgov.net]
Sent: Tuesday, October 25, 2016 1:22 PM
To: Ryan, Elizabeth <eryan@emd.sc.gov>

CountyFOIA#3___ 000178
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Thomas J. Keaveny 11
Beaufort County Attorney
P. O. Drawer 1228
Beaufort, SC 29901-1228

Tel: (843) 255-2025
Fax: (843) 255-9414

Sent: Sunday, October 23, 2016 12:43 PM
To: Taylor, Matthew; Keaveny, Thomas; richard.krikava@fema.dhs.gov
Subject: Re: Conference Call tomorrow...

Matthew,
Thanks for the invitation. I will be happy to be on the call and may ask a few of the state Public Assistance team to join

me as well. 10:00 works great for us if that works for you all.
Thanks,
Elizabeth

Get Qutlook for i0S

On Sun, Oct 23, 2016 at 12:33 PM -0400, "Taylor, Matthew" <Matthew.Taylor@mail.house.gov> wrote:

Richard, Elizabeth & Tom:

I spoke with each of you individually on Friday about facilitating a conference call Monday (tomorrow) morning between the appropriate
contacts for Beaufort County, SCEMD, and FEMA. I know I have contributed a lot of confusion over the course of the last week with regards
to the waiver request for debris removal on private property and the purpose of the call tomorrow would simply be to make sure that we are all

on the same page moving forward.

Additionally, T would like to make sure our office is doing all we can to help Beaufort County's application for FEMA assistance move along as
smoothly and quickly as possible.

I think the three of us should most certainly be on the call but I would also ask your suggestions on who else should join as well... Please let
me know by replying all to this message and perhaps Richard can help us with a conference call in number,

Also, please advise what time works best... I suggest something between 10-11 AM tomorrow.
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Proclamation No: 2016/ 14

Proclamation Declaring Public Health Emergency/State of Emergency
As A Result of Hurricane Matthew

WHEREAS, on October 4, 2016 the Governor of the State of South Carolina issued
Executive Order No: 2016-26 declaring a State of Emergency in South Carolina due to the
threats posed to the state and to Beaufort County by Hurricane Matthew as it approached the

state: and

WHEREAS, between October 4, 2016 and October 6, 2016 the Govemor of the State of
South Carolina issued seven more Exccutive Orders all related to Hurricane Matthew and calling
for, among other things, medical evacuations of health care facilitics, school closings. and
mandatory evacuations of several Counties including Beaufort County, as Hurricane Matthew
drew closcer to the state; and

WHEREAS, on October 11, 2016 the President of the United States of America issued a
Major Disaster Declaration for the State of South Carolina due to the effects of Hurricane
Matthew on the state which included high storm surges, 10 to 15 inches of rain, 60 to 88 miles
per hour wind gusts and major flooding; and

WHEREAS, damage from downed trees, other vegetative debris, and flooding has
caused damage to residences. to surrounding propertics, to bridges and to roads, both public and

private; and

WHEREAS, there arc morc private road miles than public road miles in Beaufort
County; and

WHERIEAS, the continued presence of widespread vegetative debris fields from one end
of the County to the other (estimated to be approximately half a million cubic yards on public
roads and one million cubic yards or more on both public and private roads combined) constitute
an immediate threat to the public at large by: (1) preventing and hindering emergency services
(for which the County is responsible) including law enforcement, emergency medical services
and fire protection; and (2) exposing the population to an increase in the risk of mosquito-borne
illnesses. According to Dr. John Vena, Professor and Founding Chair of thc Department of
Public Health Sciences at the Medical University of South Carolina. “a lack of debris clearance
on privaie roads leads to an increased risk of pooling water, which leads to a risk of an increased
mosquito population, leading to an increase in the transmission risk of a host of mosquito-borne
diseases including the Zika virus™ (emphasis added) all of which threaten the life and property of

our citizens and communities; and

Page 1 of 2

CountyFOIA#3__ 000184

0584



CountyFOIA#3__ 000185

CountyFOIA#3__ 000185

0585



CountyFOIA#3__ 000186
%0/24/2016 Beaufort County, SC Code of Ordinances

Chapter 22 - CIVIL EMERGENCIES("

Footnotes:
e (1) o=

Cross reference— Administration, ch. 2; emergency services, ch. 34, fire prevention and protection, ch. 42.

ARTICLE I. - IN GENERAL

Secs. 22-1—22-25, - Reserved.

ARTICLE Il. - EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT DEPARTMENT2]

Footnotes:
e (2) ==
Cross reference— Departments, § 2-136 et seq.

Sec. 22-26. - Purpose.

This article is adopted by the county council to best establish, develop and coordinate an emergency

management department and provide for civil defense and emergency management in the county.

(Code 1982, § 6-35)

Sec. 22-27. - Established; purpose.

(@) The county emergency management department is created to establish, develop, coordinate and
provide for civil defense and emergency management in the county.

(b) This article will be the instrument through which the county council and other organizations of the
county will seek to coordinate their authority under the laws of this state after enemy attack or during
natural or man-caused disasters affecting the county.

(Code 1982, § 6-36)

Sec. 22-28. - Responsibilities and duties of county council.

(@) The chairman of the county council shall have the power to issue proclamations and regulations
concerning public safety, disaster relief and related matters which shall have the full force and effect of
law during an emergency.

(b) The chairman of the county council may declare a state of emergency, if the chairman finds a disaster
has occurred or that the threat thereof is imminent and emergency measures are deemed necessary to
cope with the existing or anticipated situation.

https:/mww.municode.com/library/sc/beaufort_county/codes/code_of_Grdinatyfe@TA¢S:Id-0POBEOR_CH22CIEM 13

0586



CountyFOIA#3__ 000187

CountyFOIA#3__ 000187

0587



CountyFOIA#3__ 000188

CountyFOIA#3__ 000188

0588



CountyFOIA#3__ 000189

CountyFOIA#3__ 000189

0589



CountyFOIA#3__ 000190

CountyFOIA#3__ 000190

0590



CountyFOIA#3__ 000249

Date : 3/11/2016 5:18:32 PM
From: "Keaveny, Thomas"
To : "Jim Hicks" , ""Paul Sommerville" "Gruber, Joshua"

Thomas J. Keaveny [l
Beaufort County Attorney
P. O. Drawer 1228
Beaufort, SC 29901-1228
Tel: (843) 255-2025

Fax: (843) 255-9414

From: Jim Hicks [mallto:jbhicks@hargray.com]

Sent: Friday, March 11, 2016 11:59 AM

To: Paul Sommenville; Remboald, Jon; Keaveny, Thomas; Gruber, Joshua
Subject: LIBPA Article Regarding Tree Cutting @ Alrport

To All,

As discussed at the Wednesday meeting the attached draft of an article setting forth a public explanatiJn of the tree cutting project

presently being planned, along with a bit of history, is provided for your review and comment to ensure | am not passing erroneous
information. | fully understand that | did not get into a great deal of detail regarding the exact wording of the law but after reading it a
couple of times can understand how a bit of confusion could arise with the average layman (non lawyer).

| would like to have your comments/recommendations not later than March 21 to allow me to meet a DUL“Sh'IﬂE deadline for the Lady's
Island Business and Professional Association newsletter and submission to the Island News. \

Thanks, vl

Jim

ki P sinte
Seope o
Forde 204 757
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PRIVATE PROPERTY RIGHTS, AIRPLANES AND TREES

The Lady’s Island Airport (officially named the Beaufort County Airport) arrived on Lady’s Island in the
latter part of the 1950’s as a result of being evicted in 1955 from what is today the Marine Corps Air
Station. The airport has served the community well for over 50 years. During this time trees on the
private property located near the runway grew taller until they reach a height which posed a hazard to
the safe operation of the airport. The solution was to either remove the trees or at a minimum reduce
their height to a safe elevation. This was not a problem unique to the Lady’s Island Airport for many
other airports throughout the state and the nation are faced with similar problems. To provide local
governments the authority to resolve this challenge to safe operation of airports in South Carolina the
legislature passed Title 55- Aeronautics, Chapter 9 commonly known as the South Carolina Airports Act.
Without going into great detail this law states that if a tree or trees or anything else pose a hazard to the
safe operation of the airport that in the interest of public health and safety the hazard should be
prevented (eliminated) and this should be accomplished, to the extent legally possible, by proper
exercise of the police power. According to Wikipedia, in United States constitutional law, police power
is the capacity of the states to regulate behavior and enforce order within their territory for the
betterment of the health, safety, morals, and general welfare of their inhabitants. In other words, the
local government has a legal right and moral obligation to insure that trees (or buildings) near the
airport do not pose a hazard to safe flight operations. Individual property rights do not extend to the
right to maintain a safety hazard on your property which poses a public safety threat to flight
operations.

In 1998, under the authority of the Airports’ Act, those trees in the approach flight path of the Lady's
Island Airport which were deemed a hazard were removed. Considering that a pine tree is capable of
growing from 1 to 2 feet a year it should surprise no one that many trees which were not a threat in
1998 have reached a dangerous height today. To prepare for another removal of those trees posing a
present hazard to the safe operation of the Airport an informational meeting was held by Airport
Director Jon Rembold with those property owners on which trees posed a current hazard. The removal
of trees on private property by the local government is obviously a touchy and complicated subject.
Following the initial meeting the property owners requested District 2 Councilman Paul Sommerville and
District 3 Councilman Bill McBride meet with them, listen to their concerns and provide them additional
information regarding the proposed tree removal. Following are some of the questions posed to the
Councilmen by the property owners and the answers provided at a subsequent meeting:

- Is there an alternative to cutting down my tree(s)?

Yes. They may be reduced to an acceptable height by trimming but as a property owner you must
accept all future responsibility and cost to keep such trees at an acceptable height. The government will
remove them or trim them one time and all future necessary trimming will be at the cost of the property
owner.

- Is an Environmental Impact Study required for the tree removal/reduction project”?

No

CountyFOIA#3__ 000250
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- Who pays for the trees to be removed?
The Federal Aviation Administration pays 90% of the cost and the County pays for the remaining 10%

- If I sign an easement allowing the removal of the trees in question will | be reimbursed for the value of
the trees?

NEED HELP ON THIS ONE!

- I I sign the proposed easement do | forfeit my right to take legal action if | am the victim of a plane
crash.

No

To date there has been four public meetings held and many additional meetings with individual property
owners in an effort to insure the safety of airport operations while, to the maximum extent possible,
recognizing individual property owner’s concerns. The majority of the property owners involved in this
project have signed easements granting their approval for the trees in question to be removed. This is
not the last time that the subject of tree removal near the Lady’s Island Airport will have to be
addressed and it will continue to be a challenge to insure public safety while respecting private property
rights to the maximum extent possible. Sometimes, there are no easy answers.

PLEASE FEEL FREE TO MAKE ANY CHANGES NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE ACCURACY OR BENIFIT TO THE
READER BUT PLEASE REMEMBER | HAVE A SPACE LIMITATION. ALSO PLEASE ADD ANY ADDITIONAL
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS NEEDED.
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Date : 3/11/2016 6:00:39 PM
From: "Rembold, Jon"
To : "Keaveny, Thomas" , "JimHicks" , "Paul Sommerville" , "Gruber, Joshua'

From: Keaveny, Thomas
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2016 12:19 FM
To: Jim Hicks; Paul Sommerville; Rembeld, Jon; Gruber, Joshua

Thomas J. Keaveny Il
Beaufort County Atlormey
P. O. Drawer 1228
Beaufort, SC 29901-1228
Tel: (843) 255-2025

Fax: (843) 255-9414

l’f.-.n 11
B

Fromy Jim Hicks [mailto:jbhicks@hargray,com]

‘Sent: Friday, March 11, 2016 11:59 AM

To: Paul Sommerville; Rembold, Jon; Keaveny, Thomas; Gruber, Joshua
Subject: LIBPA Article Regarding Tree Cutting @ Airpart

To All,

As discussed at the Wednesday meeting the attached draft of an article setting forth a public explanation of the tree cutting project
presently being planned, along with a bit of history, is provided for your review and comment to ensure | am not passing erroneous
infarmation. 1 fully understand that | did not get into a great deal of detail regarding the exact wording of the law but after reading it a

couple of times can understand how a bit of confusion could arise with the average layman (non lawyer).

| would like to have your comments/recommendations not later than March 21 to allow me to meet a publishing deadline for the Lady's
Island Business and Professional Association newsletter and submission to the Island News,

Thanks,
Jim 5?udp5(,(2,
Swnpe
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- Who pays for the trees to be removed?

The Federal Aviation Administration pays 90% of the cost, the SC Aeronautics Commission pays for 5%,
and the County pays for the remaining 536%

- If I sign an easement allowing the removal of the trees in question will | be reimbursed for the value of
the trees?

NEED HELP ON THIS ONE! Not exactly. A property owner can be paid for the easement through an
appraisal process. Keep in mind that it is the AIRSPACE that is being appraised, not the land, so

compensation is typically minimal.

- If I sign the proposed easement do | forfeit my right to take legal action if | am the victim of a plane
crash. '

No

| To date there has been fourthree public meetings held and many additional meetings with individual
property owners in an effort to insure the safety of airport operations while, to the maximum extent
possible, recognizing individual property owner’s concerns. The majority of the property owners
involved in this project have signed easements granting their approval for the trees in question to be

| removed from the approach. This is not the last time that the subject of tree removal near the Lady’s
Island Airport will have to be addressed and it will continue to be a challenge to insure public safety
while respecting private property rights to the maximum extent possible. Sometimes, there are no easy

answers.

PLEASE FEEL FREE TO MAKE ANY CHANGES NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE ACCURACY OR BENIFIT TO THE
READER BUT PLEASE REMEMBER | HAVE A SPACE LIMITATION. ALSO PLEASE ADD ANY ADDITIONAL
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS NEEDED.

CountyFOIA#3__ 000254

0596



CountyFOIA#3__ 000271

Date : 3/30/2016 12:45:47 PM

From: "Gruber, Joshua"

To : "Billy K" , ""Paul sonmerville"

Cc : "William Prokop" , "Lisa Sulka" , "Mayor Murray" , "David Bennett" , '"Van Willis" , "'Steve Riley" ,
"modando@townofbluffton.com"

Subject : RE: Path Forward

Attachment : 18.Econo.pdf;20.Econo.pdf;

Mayor,

The Resolutions that were adopted by Council regarding Economic Development are attached.
Please let me know if you require any additional information.

Thanks,

-Josh-

Joshua A. Gruber

Deputy County Administrator/Special Counsel
P.0. Box 1228

Beaufort, SC 29901

Phone: 843-255-2059

Fax: 843-255-9414

email: jgruber@bcgov.net

CONFIDENTIALITY--The information contained in this email message (including any files or attachments transmitted with it) contains
confidential information and may be attorney-client privileged, protected by privacy laws or attorney work product. Itisintended solely for
the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed and others authorized to receive it. If you are not the intended recipient, you are
hereby notified that any disclosure, use, forwarding, printing, dissemination, copying, distribution, or taking of any action in reliance on the
contents of the information contained in this communication is strictly prohibited.

If you have received this communication in error, please immediately notify us by telephone at (843) 255-2055 and permanently delete this
email from your computer and destroy any printed copy of it. Although attempts are made to sweep emails and attachments for viruses, it
does not guarantee that they are virus-free and no liability for any damage sustained as a result of viruses will be accepted.

From: Billy K [mailto:billyk@islc.net]

Sent: Wednesday, March 30, 2016 8:17 AM

To: Paul sommerville; Gruber, Joshua

Cc: Billy K; William Prokop; Lisa Sulka; Mayor Murray; David Bennett; Van Willis; Steve Riley; morlando@townofbluffton.com
Subject: FW: Path Forward

Is this your memory of the resolution the County Council adopted? | think something is wrong.

Josh, at your convenience, would you mind send the resolution.

Thanks to all. Perhaps this is progress but it continues to focus on an alliance which is premature as all four mayors have inidcated.
Best

billyk

From: Stu Rodman <sturodman@gmail.com>

Date: Wednesday, March 30, 2016 at 6:18 AM

To: Mayor Sulka <Isulka@townofbluffton.com>, David Bennett <dgbennett®icloud.com>, Billy K <billyk@islc.net>

Cc: Gerald Dawson <gdawson@bcgov.net>, Jerry Stewart <jstewart@bcgov.net>, Steve Fobes <sfobes1953@gmail.com>, Paul sommerville

<psommerville @hargray.com>
Subject: Re: Path Forward

Mayors,

| have requested that the County Legal Staff finalize the Economic Development Corp documentation including the possibilities that we do or don't join an
alliance.

The mechanism that we have in place to work the issues is the Temporary EDC Board which includes the 4 Mayors, 4 from Council, and Gary or Josh. 1 will
circulate the next draft for comment and we can schedule a meeting at your convenience.

At our February retreat, Council approved my recommendation that we:
1. Adopt your Economic Development proposal
2. Allocate $25,000 for a consultancy to assist in moving forward

| think you envisioned a more comprehensive consulting effort to, given our past history, to get it right. Conversely, many on Council believe we don't need to
pay for any more studies. Thus, | believed that $25,000 might meet everyone's objectives and have the following scope of work:
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1. Interview all the interested parties.

2. Analyze the previous consultants' reports and recommendations.
3. Address the alliance related issues.

4. Proved recommendations.

If you believe we need an expanded effort, | have suggested that Don Kirkman might draft a more comprehensive scope of work for your consideration as a
recommendation to Council, which | would be pleased to bring forward through my Governmental Committee.

Since Charleston and Jasper have declined to consider an alliance with us, we appear to have two options:

1. Southern
2. Beaufort as a standalone alliance.

Southern appears receptive to give us an extension beyond their March 31st requested for a decision. | have suggested that we use this time to:

1. Reaffirm with Charleston and Jasper, their initial responses.
2. Revisit Beaufort alone to cover all our bases.

With respect to Beaufort alone | will see if any Council members have an interest in developing this option and would welcome your involvement in
developing such a proposal, if you prefer this option, which might be the only option if Southern rejects us or we reject them.

| look forward to responses.
Regards,

Stu

On Tue, Mar 29, 2016 at 10:13 PM, Sulka, Lisa <Isulka@townofbluffton.com> wrote:

Stu

The three of us (Bennett, Keyserling and myself) met briefly today after the Heritage Tourism meeting and we all feel that we would like to
see the county move forward with the corporation first (for lack of a better word), that was voted on in June or July... we will be asking the
county to get this started and we are happy to sit with this new committee/board and move forward from there.... | appreciate all of your work,
but we believe that we need to take this step first..Will look forward to hearing from Chairman Sommerville on next steps with this newly
formed group...

Lisa Sulka

From: Stu Rodman [mailto: sturodman@gmail.com
Sent: Tuesday, March 29, 2016 5:41 AM

To: Sulka, Lisa

Subject: Path Forward

Lisa,

A copy of what I passed out last night since you probably didn't get one.
It would be helpful if the Mayors could pick a convenient time to meet.
Cheers,

Stu

CountyFOIA#3__ 000272
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Date : 11/14/2016 12:41:33 PM

From: "Stu Rodman"

To : "Jerry Stewart"

Cc ; "Fobes, Steve" , "Josh G" , "Sommerville, Paul"
Subject : Comprehensive Financial Plan

Attachment : Comp Fi.xlsx;

Jerry,

Reflecting on what I need to do for you for Governmental, I laid out the iterrs (attached) that I think fall under the preview of my commitiee. While
I was at it, I included the other committees. I was going from memory on the which items go with which committees, so some may not be in the
right cohmn.

My thoughts:

1. Charge Committees with addressing specific Budget line iterms and Retreat Priorities.

2. Have Committees report back on extraordinary budget adjustments (beyond population growth and inflation) and capital requirements for the
ext 5 years (I don't disagree with 5 years, but think we would be well served to do 3 years for the first pass)

3. Use the complied data for the Retreat
4, Adjust for Council & Management Agenda Itenrs coming out of the Retreat.

Just my thouglts,
Happy to proceed with Governmental assigned itens,
I don't have any additional Council or Management Agenda fterns at this time.

Cheers,

Stu
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Date : 11/28/2016 2:05:55 PM

From : "Minor, Jim"

To : "Lamar Taylor (taylor@xcityofbeaufort.org)" , ""William Prokop (wprokop@cityofbeaufort.org)"
Cc ; "Billy Keyserding" , "Paul Sormerville" , "Wilhelm, David" , "Larson, Eric" , "Gruber, Joshua"
Subject : FW: Storm debris

Attachment : IMG_0208.JPG;ATT00001.txt;

Lamar & Bill

Please sce attached photo from Mr. Taub that lives at the comer of New and North Streets.
His phone number is

As you can see fromthe photos the debris he is complaining about consists ofleaves.
While the leaves may have come fromhis debris, our contractors do not remove leaves.

1 amreferring this to you as I amunsure about the City's yard debris pickup policies.
Please contact himand let himknow the proper method for removal of leaves in the City.

1 will contact himas well to let himknow I amreferring himto yall

Thanks

James S. Minor, Jr.
Solid Waste Manager
843-255-2735

—-Original Message—~——

Front David [mailto:davidmtaub@hargry com]
Sent: Friday, November 25, 2016 4:17 PM

To: Minor, Jim

Cc: Billy Keyserling; Paul sommerville

Subject: Storm debris

Hello Jim. As you can see the storm debris is in North Street and runs allalong the side of my property. It is NOT in my yard. Thanks for assistance. David

CountyFOIA#3__000333
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ATT00001

Sent from my 1Phone

Page 1
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Date : 9/10/2015 10:41:24 PM
From : psommerville@hargray.com
To : gkubic@bcgov.net

Subject : Fwd: Graves
Attachment : Graves;

Gary, Please review and have Tomlook at it and let's discuss. Thanks. Paul

— the forwarded message follows —

CountyFOIA#3__ 000607
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Mar 072022
CERTIFICATE OF COUNSEL SC Court of Appeals

| certify that the Record on Appeal contains all material proposed to be included by any
of the parties and not any other material.

March 1, 2022 /s/_Thomas R. Goldstein
Thomas R. Goldstein, S. C. Bar 2186
Belk, Cobb, Infinger & Goldstein, P.A.
P.O.Box 71121
Charleston, S. C. 29415-1121
(843) 554-4291; (843)






